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EDITOR'S  PREFACE. 


The  project  of  an  annotated  edition  of  messages  from  iha 
governors  and  other  kindred  papers  relating  to  legislation 
was  initiated  by  chapter  700  of  the  Laws  of  1905,  which  con- 
tained a  paragraph  authorizing  the  Qovemor  to  provide: 

"  For  compHing  and  preparing  for  publication  an  anno- 
tated edition  of  commonications  by  the  governor  to  the 
l^islatore  from  the  oi^;anization  of  the  colonial  assembly  in 
sixteen  Inmdred  eighly-three,  to  and  iBcladiog  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  four,  Snch  compilation  shall  include  all 
executive  communications  at  tiie  opening  of  each  regular 
and  extraordinary  session  of  the  legislature,  and  also 
special  messages,  either  in  full  or  by  abstracts,  with  brief 
notes  showing  statutory  or  constitutional  provisions  relat- 
ing to  subjects  contained  in  such  communications  or  mes- 
sages, and  also  such  other  notes  as  the  governor  may  deem 
proper.  The  compilation  shall  be  prepared  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  governor,  who  may  appoint  an  editor  of  the 
governors'  messages,  fix  his  compensation,  and  make  other 
provi^on  for  carrying  on  the  work.  The  annotated  edition 
of  the  messages,  when  completed,  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
state  printw  for  publication,  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
legislature  as  to  type,*  style  of  binding,  number  of  copies 
and  the  distribution  or  other  disposition  thereof.  The  copy- 
right of  the  notes,  abstracts  and  other  parts  of  the  publica- 
tion, except  copies  of  executive  communications  or  mes- 
sages  contained  therein,  shall  be  taken  by  and  vested  in  the 
secretary  of  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  state, 
and  the  state  shall  own  the  compilation,  and  the  plates  from 
which  it  may  be  printed.  Payments  from  the  sum  hereby 
appropriated  shiJl  be  made  on  the  order  of  the  governor 
and  the  warrant  of  the  comptroller." 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1905,  Governor  Higgins  appointed 
Charles  Z.  Lincoln,  e<^tor  of  the  Governors'  Messages.  By 
subsequent  statutes,  1906,  chapter  686,  1907,  chapter  578, 
1908,  chapter  466,  and  1909,  chapter  433,  provision  was 
made  for  continuing  the  work,  including  the  preparation 

*In  1900,  chap.  fiSd,  the  power  to  picKribe  the  kind  orldndiof  ^rpe  wm 
veated  In  the  gcnemor. 
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of  suitable  tables  and  indexes.  By  the  act  of  1906,  chap 
466,  the  compilation  was  eontinned  so  as  to  include  the  i 
ministration  of  Governor  Higgins  {1905-1906).  The  sa: 
act  made  provision  for  the  publication  and  distribation 
2,000  sets  of  the  annotated  edition  of  the  messages, 
eleven  volumes,  as  follows : 

' '  One  set  to  each  of  the  following  officers  and  persons,  f 
governor  and  lieutenantgovemor,  the  anrviving  ex-gc 
emors  and  lieutenant-governors,  the  members  of  the  leg 
lature  of  nineteen  hundred  and  eight,  the  senators  a: 
representatives  from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  Unit 
States,  the  elective  state  officers;  one  set  to  each  judge 
the  court  of  appeals,  each  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  ea 
judge  of  the  court  of  claims,  each  county  judge  and  ea 
separate  surrogate;  to  the  executive  chamber  two  sets, 
the  state  library  five  sets,  and  to  the  senate  and  assemb 
libraries  two  seta  each ;  one  set  to  each  library  of  the  eou 
of  appeals,  each  judicial  district  library,  each  appellate  c 
vision  and  supreme  court  library,  each  other  public  la 
library,  and  each  county  law  library  on  the  request  of  tl 
county  judge  of  the  county  in  which  such  Ubrary  Is  situatec 
one  set  to  the  library  of  each  incorporated  university,  co 
lege  or  normal  school,  and  one  set  to  each  high  schoi 
library.  Any  sets  of  such  annotated  edition  remainin 
after  the  foregoing  distribution  shall  be  reserved  by  th 
director  of  the  state  library  for  miscellaneous  distributio 
or  exchange,  according  to  rules  to  be  prescribed  by  him." 

pLAH"  OP  THE  Work. 

The  editor  was  given  a  substantially  free  hand  in  tb 
performance  of  the  task  committed  to  him,  and  he  has  trie< 
to  keep  constantly  in  mind  the  primary  object  of  the  plar 
namely,  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the  messages  which  woq1< 
present  in  a  logical  and  orderly  manner  the  course  and  de 
velopment  of  our  legislative  history  from  ithe  standpoint  o 
the  executive  office. 

The  project  included  a  compilation  of  executive  commani 
cations  to  the  Legislature,  with  suitable  notos  showing 
action  by  the  Legislature  or  by  the  people  with  reference  tc 
executive  recommendations  and  suggestions,  and  the  Te- 
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EDlting  influence  exercised  by  the  execntive  department  in 
shaping  the  policies  of  the  State.  To  a  large  degree  these 
irasnlts  are  manifest  from  an  examination  of  rthe  messages 
here  presented  in  chronological  order,  bnt  often  the  results 
of  execntive  su^estions  do  not  thus  appear,  and  for  the 
elucidation  of  the  subject,  the  editor  has  added  notes  show- 
ing legislation  enacted  in  direct  or  substantial  compliance 
vith  the  sug^stions  made  by  the  Governors  as  set  forth  in 
thor  messages.  Footnod;es  have  usually  been  used  for  this 
purpose,  but  in  many  instances  the  subject  demanded  a 
more  extended  consideration  than  conld  well  be  given  in  a 
footnote.  In  these  cases  the  notes  have  been  placed  at  the 
end  of  a  given  year  with  appropriate  references  intended  to 
aid  the  reader  in  examining  a  particular  topic. 

The  act  required  messages  transmitted  to  the  Le^slatore 
at  the  opening  of  regular  or  extraordinary  sessions  to  be 
published  in  full,  but  anthorized  abstracts  of  other  mes- 
sages. The  messages  required  to  be  published  in  full  have 
been  so  published,  and  for  the  most  part  special  messages 
and  vetoes  are  given  in  full.  In  the  earlier  years  there  were 
some  instances  where  an  abstract  or  a  condensed  statement 
of  a  special  message  conld  be  profitably  used,  and  in  these 
instances  the  editor  has  availed  himself  of  the  liberty 
granted  by  the  statute  to  present  the  substance  instead  of 
the  full  text.  It  is  believed  that  the  usefulness  of  the  work 
has  not  been  impaired  by  this  method  of  treatment.  The 
fall  text  of  any  messages  thus  condensed  or  abridged  is 
available  to  every  reader,  and  they  may  be  consulted  if 
more  information  is  desired.  The  editor  believes  the  pro- 
priety of  these  condensed  statements  will  be  manifest  on 
mere  inspection.  They  are  not  nmnerous,  and  qtiite  often 
relate  to  cases  including  a  repetition  of  facts  or  argmnents 
contained  in  a  former  message  on  the  same  subject. 

Until  a  comparatively  recent  period  there  was  no  coL 
lected  edition  of  public  papers  of  the  Governors  available 
tor  a  work  of  this  kind,  and  it  heorane  necessary  to  examine 
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the  jonmals  of  the  S^iate  and  Assembly,  and  often  , 
ithe  docnments,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  messi 
and  papers  relating  to  legislation,  all  of  which  had  U 
copied  for  nse  in  this  work. 

The  plan  incladed  the  colonial  Legislature  begini 
nominally  with  the  first  colonial  Assembly  in  1G83, 
practically  with  the  work  of  the  revived  Aasembly  of  li 
for  the  reason  that  the  records  of  earlier  sessions  of 
Assembly  have  been  lost.  Banning  with  the  Assembly 
1G92,  practically  all  executive  communications  have  I 
available  for  this  work,  either  from  the  printed  joumali 
the  Legislature,  or  from  the  manuscript  records  in  the  S: 
Library. 

In  addition  to  these  official  sources  of  infonnation, 
editor  has  consulted  various  histories,  biographies,  p 
odicals,  manuscripts  and  other  unofficial  publications 
the  purpose  of  making  the  work  as  accurate  as  possible, . 
presenting  a  series  of  notes  that  would  be  of  real  ser 
to  the  student 

This  edition  of  the  messages  includes  the  le^sla' 
history  of  the  colony  and  State  from  1683  to  1906,  both 
elusive,  covering  a  period  of  224  years.  The  first  Assem 
elected  in  1683,  and  known  as  the  Dongan  Assembly,  I 
sessions  in  October  of  that  year,  and  also  in  1684, 1685  i 
1686.  It  was  prorogued  to  March  25,  1687,  but  in  Janu 
of  the  same  year  tiie  Assembly  was  discontinued  in  c 
sequence  of  the.powers  vested  in  Governor  Dongan  b 
new  commission  issued  to  him  June  10, 1686,  but  which  i 
not  received  in  New  York  until  after  the  Assembly  had  b 
prorogued  to  the  following  March.    See  Volume  I,  page 

From  this  time  until  the  Assembly  was  revived  and 
established  under  Governor  Sloughter  in  the  spring 
1691,  there  was  no  Assembly  in  New  York  authorized  by 
Crown.  The  Assembly  called  by  Jacob  Leisler  held  ( 
sessions  in  1690,  and  enacted  laws  which  are  included 
the   colonial   records.     Hrary   Sloughter  was   appoin 
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GoTemor  several  months  before  the  Leislfflr  Assembly  was 
called,  but  had  not  yet  arrived  in  the  colony. 

Beginning  with  the  new  Assembly  of  1691,  the  I^slative 
history  of  the  colony  continued  without  interniption,  ex- 
cept during  brief  intervals  between  the  dissolution  of  an 
Assembly  and  the  organization  of  its  successor,  until  the 
3d  of  April,  1775,  on  which  day  the  colonial  Assembly  h^d 
its  last  session.  It  was  prorogaed  several  times  after  that 
date,  but  never  met  again.  See  Volume  I,  page  765.  The 
first  State  L^slature  was  organized  September  10,  1777. 

The  similarity  in  the  form  of  government  during  the 
colonial  period  with  that  established  under  tiie  State  Con- 
stitution makes  the  esecntive  and  legislative  history  set 
forth  in  these  volumes  substantially  a  unit  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  without  serious  interruption  by  the 
change  from  a  colonial  to  a  State  form  of  government.  The 
relation  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature  and  the  manner 
in  which  this  relation  was  expressed  during  the  colonial 
period  was  not  seriously  modified  by  the  erection  of  an  in- 
dependent State  government,  and  the  reader  may  pemse  the 
first  opening  speech  of  Gfovemor  Sloughter  in  the  early 
colonial  days  and  the  last  message  of  Qovemor  Higgins  in 
1906,  without  discovering  any  substantial  dafEWenice  ex- 
cept in  ouatters  of  detail  or  as  to  subjects  considered.  This 
situation  is  naturally  incident  to  a  parliamentary  form  of 
government,  and  particularly  such  a  government  ad- 
mimstered  by  people  nsing  tha  same  language  with  the 
same  history  and  traditions,  and  with  the  same  general 
political  and  national  ideals. 

Many  parts  of  th^  volumes  might  profitably  be  read  by 
course,  but  they  will  doubtless  be  chiefly  used  for  pnrp08«B 
of  reference  in  the  study  of  particular  topics. 

The  preparation  of  this  edition  has  not  been  a  light  task. 
The  editor  has  fully  appreciated  the  responsibility  devolved 
on  him  by  his  appointment,  and  has  spent  four  years  in  the 
discovery,  compilation  and  preparation  of  messages,  and  in 
making  the  accompanying  notes,  cutd  he  sincerely  hopes  that 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Till  £dito&'b  PBavAOB. 

ihe  value  and  usefoluess  of  the  work  will  fnlly  jnstif 
labor  bestowed  upon  it  by  him  and  the  expenditure  mai 
the  State. 

QXJBEBITATOBIAL   SbRVIOE. 

The  colonial  Governors  were  appointed  by  the  Crowi 
held  office  during  its  pleasure.  Usually  several  mi 
elapsed  after  an  appointment  before  the  Governor  ar: 
in  the  colony  to  asBnme  the  duties  of  his  office  and  in  i 
instances  the  arrival  of  tiie  Governor  was  delayed 
than  a  year.  The  Ckivemor  in  office  in  the  colony  conti 
to  perform  executive  duties  until  his  successor  arrivec 
had  taken  the  oath  of  office. 

It  was  customary  for  the  Governor,  as  a  part  of  the 
mony  of  induction  into  office,  to  take  the  oath,  rem 
commission,  issue  a  proclamation  announcing  his  accee 
and  receive  the  seals  of  office  from  his  predecessor,  1 
instances  are  more  or  less  fully  noted  in  the  following  p 
as  changes  occurred  from  time  to  time  in  the  official  hei 
the  colony. 

In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Governor,  which  b 
times  occurred  by  death  or  absence  from  the  colony,  the 
cession  was  provided  for  in  the  first  instance  by  devo] 
the  office  upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  if  there  wi 
lieutenant-Govemor,  the  executive  powers,  in  the  ea 
years,  became  vested  in  the  Gkjvemor's  council.  Bi 
should  be  noted  that  following  the  death  of  Gove 
Sloughter  in  July,  1691,  Major  Eichard  Ingoldesby, 
held  a  commiBsion  as  commander-in-chief,  was  declare 
the  council  to  be  the  highest  executive  officer  in  tJie  co 
and  was  thereupon  invested  with  executive  authority,  vi 
he  continued  to  exercise  until  August,  1692.  In  170? 
rule  authoriring  the  Governor's  council  to  exercise  es 
tive  duties  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Govemc 
Lieutenant-Gk)vemor  was  changed,  and  thereafter  da 
the  remainder  of  the  colonial  period  the  eldest  councilli 
case  of  such  a  vacancy  became  acting  Governor.   As 
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eldest  coimcillor  was  president  of  the  council,  the  rale  in 
practice  devolved  executive  duties  in  these  instances  upon 
the  president  of  the  council  as  such,  and  several  instances 
are  noted  on  the  colonial  period  when  executive  power  be- 
came temporarily  vested  in  the  presid^it  of  the  cooocil. 

The  circomstance  will  not  be  overlooked  that  the  relation 
of  the  predd^it  of  the  cooncil  to  the  execntive  office  was 
quite  similar  to  that  held  under  the  Constitution  by  the 
temporary  president  of  the  Senate,  who  in  case  the  offices 
of  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  are  both  vacant  be- 
comes vested  with  executive  authority.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  in  our  constitutional  history  that  the  Senate  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  Qie  Governor's  council  as  constituted  during  the 
colonial  period. 

The  gubernatorial  succession  during  the  colonial  period, 
ather  by  the  regular  aecescion  of  (Jovemora  appointed  by 
the  Crown  or  by  the  exercise  of  temporary  authority  by  sub- 
ordinate officers  is  noted  from  time  to  time  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  work,  but  for  convenience  of  reference  the 
names  and  terms  of  service  are  presented  in  the  following 
list  of 

Colonial  Executivbs. 

loss,  Angnat  —  16SS,  April.     Thoin&t  DongBJi,  Governor. 
1638,  Angtut  —  October.     Sir  Edmund  Androe,  Governor. 

1688,  October  — 1680,  June.     FranciB  NicbolBon,  Lieutenant-GoTemor. 

1689,  June  —  16S1,  Marcb.    Jacob  Leisler,  Acting  lieutenAnt-Oorenior. 
1691,  JfkTch  —  July,    Henry  Slougbter,  Governor. 

1691,  July  —  1S92,  August.    lUchard  Ingoldesby,  Oommander-In-Cldef. 

1692,  August — 1698,  ApriL  Benjainln  FlctcLer,  Governor. 
1098,  April  — 1701,  Marcb.  Eart  of  Pellomont,  Gorenwr. 
1701,  Marcb — May.    Governor^  Ocraadl. 

1701,  May  — 1702,    May.     John   Nantan,    IJenteiiant.Govemor. 

1702,  May — 1708,  Decranber.    Lord  Combury,  Governor. 

1708,  December — 1709,  May.     Lord  Lovelace,  Governor. 

1709,  May  — 1710,  June.     Ricbard  Ingoldeaby,  Lieiitenant-Govertx>r. 

1710,  June  — 1719,  July.     Kobert  Hunter,  Governor. 

1719,  July  — 1720,  September.     Peter  Schuyler,  President  of  OonncEL 

1720,  Beptember —  1728,  April.  William  Burnet,  Governor. 
1728,  April — 17S1,  July.    John  Montgomerie,  Governor. 

1731,  July  — IIW,  Hareh.    Rip  Van  Dam,  President  ol  CouneiL 
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1732,  Anguat  — 1736,  Marcti.    William  Cosby,  Governor. 

1730,  Harch  —  October.     George  Clarke,  President  of  Council. 

1736,  October  — 1743,  September.     George  Clarke,  Lieutenant- Governor. 

1743,  September — 1763,  October.    George  Clinton,  Governor. 

1763,  October  10  — October  12.    Sir  Danvers  Osbom,  Governor. 

1753,  October — ^1765,  September.    James  De  I^ncey,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

1755,  September — 1757,  June.    Sir  Charles  Hard;,  Governor. 

1767,  June  — '  1760,  July.    James  DeLance;,  lieutenant -Governor. 

1760,  Jul;  — 1761,  August.    Cadwallader  Golden,  Prendent  of  Council. 

1761,  August  — 1761,  October.    Cadwallader  Colden,  lieutenant -Go  vemor. 
1761,  October  26  —  November  13.    Robert  Monckton,  Governor. 

1761,  November  — 1762,  June.    Cadwallader  Colden,  lieutenant- Governor. 

1762,  June  — 1763,  June.    Robert  Monckton,  Governor. 

1763,  June — 1765,  November.     Cadwallader   Colden,   Lieutenant-Governor. 
1765,  November  —  1769,  September.     Sir  Henry   Moore,  Governor, 

176fl,  September— 1770,  October.     Cadwallader   Colden,   Lieutenant-Goverr 

1770,  October  —  1771,  July.     Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governor. 

1771,  July  — 1774,  April.     William  Tryon,  Governor. 

1774,  April  —  1775,  June.     Cadwallader  Colden,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

1775,  June— 1780,  March.     William   Tryon,  Governor. 
1780,  March — 1783,   April.     Junes  HobertHon,  Governor.* 

CoNSTiTunoKAL  Pbsiod. 

Under  the  first  Constitiitaon  the  Governor's  official  tei 
was  three  years,  but  the  Constitution  did  not  establish 
official  or  political  year,  and  did  not  fix  the  tame  when  t 
term  of  office  of  the  Governor  shonld  begin.  The  fii 
Governor,  Greorge  Clinton,  took  the  oath  of  office  Jnly  ; 
1777. 

The  general  election  law  of  1778  required  the  election 
the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  to  be  held  on  t 
last  Tuesday  of  April,  and  the  official  term  was  to  begin 
the  first  Monday  of  July  following  the  election.  In  17 
the  date  was  changed  from  the  first  Monday  to  the  first  d 
of  July,  and  this  date,  July  1,  was  thereafter  the  beginni 
of  the  gubernatorial  term  during  the  existence  of  the  fii 
Constitution.  This  was  superseded  in  1822  by  the  seco 
Constitntion,  under  which  the  (Jovemor  was  to  be  elected 
Novfflnber  and  take  office  on  the  first  day  of  January  f 
lowing  his  election. 

•Andrew  Elliot,  Lieutenant-Governor,  became  acting-governor,  April  17,  11 
on  the  departure  of  Governor  Robertson.  The  provisional  treaty  of  peace  ' 
already  been  signed,  November  30,  1782,  and  little  remained  of  the  Eng 
colonial  system.  Hr.  Elliot  continued  as  the  nominal  head  of  the  royalist  ^ 
I  until  the  British  evacuation  of  New  York,  November  2S,  1783. 
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The  second  Constitntion  fixed  the  Oovemor's  term  at  two 
years,  and  this  rule  continued  until  1874,  when  the  tenn  was 
again  fixed  at  three  years.  The  first  election  under  the 
second  three-year  rnle  was  in  1876.  T^e  term  was  again 
reduced  to  two  years  by  the  Constitntion  of  1894,  which 
took  effect  January  1,  1895,  hut  it  contained  a  provision 
that  the  two-year  rule  should  apply  to  the  Governor  and 
LieateDant-CK>vemor  elected  in  1694.  The  first  three-year 
rnle  continued  in  existence  forty-five  years,  and  the  second 
three-year  rule  eighteen  years.  The  first  two-year  rule  was 
in  existence  fifty-four  years,  and  the  second  two-year  rule 
(so  far  as  it  relates  to  this  edition  of  the  messages),  was  in 
existence  twelve  years,  so  that  during  sixty-six  of  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  years  of  our  constitutional  history 
the  Governor's  term  has  been  two  years,  and  during  sixty- 
tiiree  years  the  term  has  been  three  years. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  State  government  thirty- 
four  persons  have  been  elected  to  the  office  of  Governor,  but 
there  has  been  considerable  variation  in  the  length  of  ser- 
vice. Governor  George  Clinton  was  in  office  twenty-one 
years.  Governor  Tompkins  was  in  office  from  July  1,  1807, 
to  Febraary  24,  1817,  nearly  ten  years.  Governor  DeWitt 
Clinton  held  the  office  first  from  July  1,  1817,  until  Decem- 
ber 31, 1822,  five  years  and  six  months,  and  in  his  -second  in- 
cumbency, from  January  1,  1825,  until  February  11,  1828, 
a  little  more  than  three  years ;  making  his  total  service  a 
few  days  more  than  eight  years  and  seven  months.  Gov- 
ernor EjU  held  the  office  seven  years,  lacking  five  days. 
Governor  Jay  and  Governor  Marcy  each  held  the  office  six 
years.  Glovemors  Seward,  Seymour,  Morgan,  Fenton, 
Hof^an  and  Odell  each  held  the  office  four  years.  Gov- 
ernors Lewis,  Robinson,  Cornell  and  Flower  each  held  the 
office  three  years.  Governor  Throop  became  acting-Gov- 
ernor on  the  resignation  of  Governor  Van  Bnren  in  March, 
1829,  and  was  elected  in  1830,  holding  office  nearly  fonr 
years.  Governor  Cleveland  was  in  office  two  years  and  six 
days;  Governor  Van  Bnren,  two  months  and  twelve  days. 
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The  other  fourteen  whose  administrations  are  inclnded  i: 
this  work  held  the  office  two  years  each.  The  foregoiiii 
numi3er,  thirty-four,  includes  Gtovemor  Hughes,  who  wa 
elected  in  1906,  and  is  now,  1909,  serving  his  second  tern 
which  will  expire  December  31, 1910. 

Four  vacancies  in  the  office  of  Glovernor  have  occurre 
since  the  organization  of  the  State  government  Qoverno 
Tompkins  resigned  February  24,  1817,  to  become  Viet 
President  of  the  United  States.  Governor  DeWitt  Clinto 
died  in  office  February  11,  1828.  Governor  Van  Buren  n 
signed  March  12,  1829,  to  become  Secretary  of  State  i 
President  Jackson's  cabinet  Governor  Cleveland  reaigne 
January  6, 1885,  to  become  President  of  the  United  State 

Pour  Lieutenant-Governors  have  become  Governor 
namely,  John  Tayler  in  1817,  succeeding  Governor  Tomj 
kins;  Nathaniel  Pitcher  in  1828,  succeeding  Governor  Di 
Witt  Clinton ;  Enos  T.  Throop  in  1829,  succeeding  Govemt 
Van  Buren,  and  David  B.  Hill  in- 1885,  succeeding  Governc 
Cleveland. 

The  order  of  succession  is  given  in  the  subsequent  pagi 
of  this  work,  and  also  in  the  following  list  of 

State  Exbcutivis. 

17T7,  July  — 1766,  June.    George  Clinton,  GoTernor. 

1795,  July  —  ISOl,  June.    John  Jay,  GioTemor. 

1801,  July— '1804,  June.    George  Clinton,  Governor. 

1804,  July  — 1807,  Jnne.    Morgan  Lewis,  GoTemor. 

1807,  July  — 1817,  February.    Daniel  D,  Tompkins,  Governor. 

1817,  February  —  June.     John  Taylor,  Ueutenant-OoTemor. 

1817,  July  — 1822.  December.    De  Witt  Clinton,  Governor. 

1823  — 1824.    Joseph  C.  Yates,  Govenior. 

1825  — 1828,  February.    De  Witt  Clinton,  Governor. 

1828,  February  —  December.    Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

1829,  January  —  Mareh.    Uartin  Tan  Buren,  Governor. 

1829,  Harch  —  1S30,  December.    Edob  T.  Throop,  lieutenant -Governor. 

1831  — 1832.  EnoB  T.  Throop,  Governor. 

1833  —  1838.  William  L.  Marcy,  Governor. 

1839  — 1842.  William  H.  Seward,  Qovemor. 

1843  — 1844.  William  C.  Bouck,  Governor. 

1S4S  — 1846.  Silae  Wright,  Governor. 

1B47  —  184S.  John  Young,  Governor. 
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18«  — 1850.  H&milton  Meh,  Governor. 

1851  —  1852.  Washington  Hunt,  Governor. 

1853  —  1854.     Horatio  Seymour,  Governor. 

1855  — 1858.  Myron  H.  Clark,  Gorenwr. 

1857  —  1S5B.  John  A.  King,  Governor. 

1859  — 1862.  Edwin  D.  Morgan,  Governor. 

1803  —  1864.  Horatio  Seymour,  Governor. 

1866  —  1868.  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  Oovemor. 

1869  — 1872.  John  T.  Hoffman,  Governor. 

1873-1874.  John  A.  Dix,  Gowaor. 

1075  —  1876.  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  QorenHtr. 

1877  —  1879.  Luciua  Robinson,  Governor. 

ISSO—  13B2.  Alonzo  B.  Cornell,  Govnnor. 

1883 — 1886,  January  6.     Grover  Cleveland,  Qflrcmor. 

1835,  January  0  —  ISBl,  December.    David  B.  ^1,  Governor. 

1S02  — 1894.  Roawell  P.  Flower,  Governor, 

1895  — 1696.  Levi  P.  Uorton,  GoventOT. 

1897  —  1898.  Frank  S.  Black,  Governor. 

1899—1900.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Governor. 

1901  —  1004.  Benjamin  B.  Odetl,  Jr.,  Governor. 

IMS  — 1906.  Frank  W.  Higgins,  Governor. 

1907 —  Charlea  E.  Hu^ie«,  Governor. 

JuDIOUIi  DeCI8I0HS> 

The  messages  and  other  docmnents  inclnded  in  this  voA 
contain  nmnerous  references  to  judiciial  decisions  involving 
the  construction  of  statutes  or  constitutional  provisions, 
but  often  without  giving  the  title  of  the  case,  or  the  place 
where  it  may  be  found.  In  nearly  all  instances  the  editor 
has  been  able  to  identify  the  case  cited,  and  has  given  it  in 
a  footnote.  These  decisions  and  the  discussions  relating  to 
them  in  the  messages  and  otherwise  enable  the  student  to 
trace  the  history  of  public  questions  wMch  have  been  promi- 
nent at  different  times  during  our  history,  and  which  have 
often  led  to  important  results  in  the  construction  of  staitutea 
and  constitutional  provisions.  The  cases  thus  cited,  either 
directly  or  in  footnotes,  are  given  in  a  table  of  cases  in 
Volume  XL 

Constitutional  Kbb^benqes. 
Many  pnWic  questions  have  involved  the  consideration  of 
constitntional  provisions,  which  have  often  been  carefully 
^scnBsed  in  general  and  special  messages,  and  particularly 
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in  vetoes,  bat  references  to  the  Constitntion  have  heea  mac 
in  many  instances  by  topic  only,  without  citing  the  pa 
ticular  provision  involved  in  the  discussion.  In  these  u 
stances  the  editor  has  taken  the  same  course  aa  in  the  cat 
of  judicial  decisions  not  fully  cited,  and  has  included  i 
footnotes  references  to  the  particular  provision  of  the  Coi 
stitution  referred  to  in  the  message  or  other  documoit 

The  citations  of  the  Constitution  are  included  in  a  tab 
of  constitutional  references  in  Volume  XI.  It  is  intends 
by  this  table  to  afford  the  atndent  an  opportunity  to  asce 
tain  whether  a  particular  constitutional  provision  has  r 
ceived  executive  consideration,  and  the  character  and  scoj 
of  the  questions  involved. 

AOKNOWLEDGMBNTB. 

In  preparing  an  annotated  edition  of  the  messages  it  bi 
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ThiB  volume  includes  that  part  of  the  New  York  coloniiil 
history  begumiug  with  the  first  Assembly  in  1683,  and  end- 
ing with  the  Bevolutiou*  covering  «ghty-foar  years  of 
practically  continaoos  l^;isla1ive  hi&toiy.  The  first  Legis- 
lature was  established  during  the  proprietary  government 
of  the  Doke  of  York,  bnt  the  Assembly  was  discontinued 
after  he  became  Eong  James  U  of  England.  His  royal 
career  was  abruptly  terminated  by  hia  abdication  on  the 
11th  of  December,  1688,  and  soon  after  the  accession  of  his 
successors,  William  and  Mary,  the  colonial  Ass^nbly  was 
re-established,  and  continited  without  substantial  iotermp- 
tion  until  the  Eevolutiou. 

The  volume  includes  the  English  reigns,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  of  Charles  II,  James  II,  William  and  Mary,  William 
m,  Queen  Anne,  George  I,  Oeorge  II,  and  George  m.  The 
history  of  tiie  period,  some  of  which  appears  in  this  volume, 
includes  wars  between  Ei^land  and  France,  and  between 
England  and  Spain  and  with  other  European  nations,  and 
in  some  of  these  wars  the  American  colonies  were  often  the 
scene  of  important  military  movements  which  had  a  signifi- 
cant and  lasting  effect  on  the  relations  of  European  nations 
on  this  contineDt 

The  reader  will  find  in  tiiis  volxmie  much  eonceming 
ordinary  colomal  development  and  espension,  serious 
social  and  business  problems,  the  relations  hetween  the 
whites  and  the  Indian  tribes,  Indian  treaties  and  wars, 
straggles  between  the  English  and  the  French  for  the  pos- 
session of  Canada,  the  N'orthem  lakes  and  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  valleys,  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  various 
efforts  to  promote  colonial  union,  the  English  conquest  of 
Canada,  and  the  movement  for  colonial  independence  re- 

snlting  in  the  Bevolution  and  the  establishment  of  a  new 

nation. 

[iTil] 
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Beading  the  varions  commnnications  from  colonia 
ecutives  to  the  Assembly  and  Coimcil  with  the  acconif 
ing  docnments  and  notes  the  student  cannot  fail  to  a] 
eiate  the  dif&culties  attending  the  fomiding  a  colony 
remote  distance  from  the  mother  country,  and  he 
readily  acknowledge  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  the  Oovei 
sent  over  from  England,  and  also  their  high  ideals 
sincere  determination  to  establish  a  colony  and  maintf 
government  that  should  r^ect  the  greatness  and  aug: 
the  glory  of  the  British  Empire. 


ovGoQi^lc 


CONTENTS  OF  VOLXTHE  I. 


INTRODUCTIOH.    1-17. 

Early  forms  of  government,  Twelve  Men,  1 ;  Eigjit  Men,  Nine  Men,  Duke 
of  York,  Hempstead  Convention,  Petition  to  Court  of  Assises,  2; 
I>uke  rejects  propositions  for  Assembly,  3;  Dyer's  Case,  Doke  inti- 
mates change  of  opinion,  4. 

THOMAS  DONGAH  APPOINTED  OOVXKHOS.    i. 

Assembly  granted,  5 ;  Assembly  diosen,  9. 

16U,  Octobai  — ». 
First  meetinfT  of  Assembly,  seventeen  members  present,  records  lost,  9; 
passed  fifteen  laws,  10. 

16S4,  October—  11. 
Second  session  of  Assembly,  Journal  lost,  thirty-one  lavs  pasBcd,  11; 
Duke  becomes  King,  new  Assembly  called,  12. 

less,  October  — IS. 
Second  Assembly,  first  session,  records  lost,  passed  six  laws,  12 ;  Assembly 

dissolved   and   discontinued,  legislative   power,   how  exercised,   13; 

accession  of  William  and  Mary,  14. 
Edmund  Andros  appointed  Governor  of  New  Ei^land  and  New  Yoik, 

Francis  Nicholson,  Lieutenant-Qovemor,  14;  Leisler's  nsurpUion,  14. 

1690,  April  — IS. 
Leisler's  Assembly,  first  session;  journal  lost,  one  law  passed,  15. 

lew,  Septraiber— 1& 
Lctsler's  Assembly,  second  session,  records  lost,  several  laws  paseed,  16. 

HENKT  SL0U6HTEB,  GOVEKITOS.    17-4^. 
Anembly  revived  and  established,  17. 

1681,  April  — 1». 
Military  cst^lisbment,  eonrts,  Attorney-General  to  draw  bills.  Speaker 
QraliBm  appointed  draftsman,  20;  recommending  reward  to  Captain 
William  Kidd  for  services  to  colony,  reprieve  to  Leisler  and  Milbome 
convicted  of  treason,  21;  Leisler  and  SBIbome  execnt«d,  22;  com- 
peoeation  to  jndges,  wages  of  tradesmen  and  laborers,  address  to  the 
Crown,  i«venae  at  New  Yotk,  prodamaticm  recalling  absentees,  22; 
death  of  Oovemor  Slongbter,  23. 
[xixl 
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BICHASD  IKGOLDESBT,  COMHASDER-m-CHIEF.    »-U. 

1691,  September  — n. 
Monthly  fast  days  appointed,  24;   providing  for  defense  of  Albfu 
relations  with  the  Indians,  25. 

lees,  AnEiut  — SS. 
Defense  of  Albany,  26;  debts  of  colony,  28. 

BEHJAUIH  FLETCBEB.  GOVERHOS.    S8-74. 
Appointed  Qovemor  of  New  York  and  Penm^Ivamii,  26. 

16S2,  Aneniti  continned  —  28. 
Defense  of   Albany,  decay  of  trade,  high  rate  of  interest,  stattis 

Assembly  in  consequence  of  Qovemor  Sloughter's  death,  28;  pri\ 

teeis  and  pirates,  address  to  Crown,  29. 
If'^iist  Assembly  dissolved,  31;  new  Assembly,  31. 

1632,  October— 81. 

Ministers  and  religions  observance,  32;  public  debt,  32,  34;  support 
government,  32;  courts,  33;  relief  of  Albany,  postoffice,  ofBeial  fe 
34. 

1693,  llatdi- 34. 

Ministers   and   religious   observances,   35,    36 ;    French    and    Indians 
northern    frontier,    relations  with   Indiana,  35;   defense  of  Albai 
36,  37;  New  York  weighhouse,  36,  38;   allowances  to  Crown,   3 
ehangiog  name  of  Long  Island  to  Nassau,  36,  38;  heavy  taxes,  i 

Second  Assembly  dissolved,  39. 

IB98,  Septembei  — 89. 

ICinistry,  rel^ous  worship,  39;  allowance  to  Crown,  40,  42;  defense 
New  York,  building  Kingi's  chapel,  41;  postoffice,  Westchester  tax 
Governors'  ecelesiaatical  authority,  42. 

Third  Assembly  dissolved,  43. 

l«9i,  March  — 48. 

Defense  of  frontiers,  43;  presents  to  Indiana,  44,  45;  support  of  govei 
ment,  fortifications  at  New  York,  rehef  of  Albany,  44;  no  aid  frt 
Connecticut  or  Poinsylvania,  45;  Indians  negotiating  with  Frern 
46. 

ISM,  September— 47. 

Belationa  with  Indians,  47;  defense  of  Albany,  48;  higher  pay  i 
militia,  48,  49;  cannon  sent  from  England,  rebuilding  barracks,  4 
letter  from  Qovemor  Phipps  of  Boston,  recruits  from  England,  4 
rejection  of  Assembly's  proposal  to  discontinue  detaching  nwlit 
rebuilding  chapel  in  fort,  60. 
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Contests.  zxi 

ie»9,  Hurch— 91. 
I  in  defense  of  frontiers;  posBible  defeetioa  of  Indians,  public 
debt,  52;  aid  not  expected  from  other  provinces,  muBter-roUs,  pro- 
tecting frontier,  disposal  of  revenues,  53;  veto  of  bill  raising  sup- 
plies for  defense  of  frontier,  54;  power  of  chnrcli  wardens  to  call 
dissenting  minister;  printing  votes  of  Assembly,  55. 
Fourth  Assembly  dissolved,  56. 

leaS,  June— H. 
Defense  of  frontier,  Qovemor  refuses  gratuity  voted  by  Assembly,  56. 

1690,  October  — 57. 
Defense  of  frontier,  French  gain  foothold  at  Cadaracqui,  57;  sending 
agents  to  England,  57,  59;  supplies  for  troops  on  the  frontier,  ad- 
dress to  Crown,  Sabbath  observance,  59;  quota  of  troops,  powers  of 
jnsbces'  courts,  local  grievances  and  disorders,  60. 

IWl,  Haicli— 61. 
Support  of  troops  from  England,  62;  rebuilding  chapel  in  fort,  62,  64; 
public  exjwnditures,  63;  frontier  defense,  pay  of  Major  Schuyler's 
company,  ascertaining  public  debt,  64, 

1896,  October  — 64. 
Defense  of  Albany,  French  movement  against  Indiana,  royal  j>neents  to 
Indians,  65;  deeertions  from  militia,  66;  Albany  magistrates  request 
Governor's  presence  during  winter,  67;  French  and  Indian  attack 
oa  Klnderiiook,  statement  of  BrrearB  of  taxes,  73. 

EASL  OF  BELLOHOHT,  OOVERKOS.    74-W. 
Appointed  Governor,  74;  arrives  in  New  York,  75. 
Fifth  Assembly  dissolved,  75. 

1698,  Hay- 7S. 
Unhappy  condition  of  colony,  piracy  condemned,  75;  anpport  of  govern- 
ment, 76;  condition  of  frontier  defenses,  irregularities  at  elections, 
77;  address  to  Crown,  legislation  relative  to  courts  and  excise,  with- 
drawal of  six  members  of  Assembly,  78. 
Sixth  Assembly  dissolved,  78. 

1699,  Marcb^TS. 
Popular  discontent,  79;  continuance  of  revenue,  80;  public  debts  and 
accounts,  81,  84;  royal  aid  to  province,  81;  relations  with  Indians, 
82;  smuggling  st  Oyster  Bay,  erection  of  town  house  and  jail  in 
New  York,  83 ;  election  of  Members  of  Assembly,  relief  to  owner  of 
ship  Fortune,  schedule  of  ofSciat  fees,  claim  of  Robert  Livingston, 
appointment  of  Speaker  Graham  as  member  of  council,  new  Speaker 
ehosen,  84. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


xzii  Contents. 

1700,  Jil7— B5. 

Importance  of  friendly  relations  with  Five  Nations,  65;  Indians  ask  f 
Protestant  ministei-s  and  a  fort,  86;  location  and  estimated  expcu 
of  fort,  88. 

1700,  Octoboi— 88. 

Fort  in  Onondaga  conntiy,  inveetigatioD  of  pablie  aeeonnts,  erection 
a  town  house  and  jail  ia  AJbany,  89;  appointment  of  Chief  Justi 
and  Attomey-Qeneial,  90. 

1701,  April— n. 

INTEKRECiniH.    80-9S. 

Governor  Bellomonf  a  death.  Council  assomee  executive  antbority,  9 
dilate  as  to  mccessioti,  91;  Assembly  eonfirms  Council's  authorit 
sustained  by  Lords  of  Trade,  Council  recommends  completion 
fort  in  Indian  country,  conference  with  Indian  sachems,  92;  co 
tinuance  of  service  of  King's  troops,  prevention  of  desertions  frc 
New  YoT^  garrison,  repair  of  forts  at  Albany  and  Soheuectad 
pnrchaae  of  masts  for  King's  navy,  93. 

Smeutli  Aesonbly  dissolved,  03. 

JOfilT  MARPAK,  LIEDTENAnT-OOVZIUTOS.    83-88. 

1701,  AugBSt  — 8S. 

New  rule  as  to  gubernatorial  succession,  Indians  cede  lai^  tract  of  lai 
to  Crown,  94;  royal  aid  to  colony,  support  of  government,  95;  e 
amination    of    Reoeiv«r-General    Cortlandt's    accounts,    defense 
province,  wharf  in  New  York,  96. 

1702,  April —DO. 

Defective  l^slation,  French  prd«nder  to  English  throne,  97, 
Eighth  Assembly  dissolved,  98. 

LOSD  COBHBUBT,  GOVBSHOS.    8fr-»l. 
Appointment,  98. 

1702,  Octobct  —  B8. 

Condition  of  oolony,  97;  defense  of  New  York  and  the  frontier,  mib1 
biU,  99;  pnblic  schools,  public  acconntants,  rights  of  colonists,  10 
congratulatory  address  to  Queen  Anne,  chaplain  to  the  Assemb! 
appointing  aergeant-at-arms  of  the  Assembly,  examination  of  pub 
ftcoounts,  property  qualifications  of  jurors,  101. 
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OoiTTBirTS,  2Ziii 

1705,  April— 101. 

Ameodment  of  Militia  Law,  102;  enlai^ging  powers  of  eommieBi<MMrB  (tf 
pnblic  accounts,  expected  French  attack  on  New  York,  defense  pro- 
posed, frontier  fortifications,  lii^way  improvement,  obnoxious  numur 
faetures,  103;  English  nulitary  and  naval  Bucceasea  in  Europe,  101; 
chaises  against  pnblic  ofBcers,  expense  of  batteries  at  Narrows, 
address  to  Queen,  committee  to  prepare  addreos  reqacedng  royal 
aid  in  defeise  of  province,  104;  unpaid  claims  against  province,  105. 

1708,  October— lOB. 
Froviaon  for  defense  of  Albany,  105;  royal  prohibition  of  pres^its  to 
Oovemore,  106. 

1704,  AprU— 107. 
Security  of  frontiers,  107;  support  of  government,  108;  repeal  of  part 
of  act  of  161)1  relating  to  disorders  in  colony,  salaries  of  civil 
ofBceis,  report  of  collector  of  New  York,  protest  against  Assembly's 
claim  to  regulate  military  affaire,  Assembly  cannot  control  dispoaitioii 
of  royal  funds  appropriated  for  colony,  additional  revenue  measures, 
109;  difference  between  Qovenior  and  Assembly  as  to  legislative 
powers,  110. 

1704.  October— 111. 
ConditioD  of  revenue,  112;  defense  of  frontiers,  113. 
Ninth  Assembly  dissolved,  113. 

1706,  June  — 114. 

Troops  for  defense  of  Albany,  114;  new  Militia  Law,  support  of  minister^ 
establishing  ministers  on  Long  Island,  duty  on  European  goods,  115 ; 
ezportotion  of  com  and  flour,  payment  of  public  debts,  oUpping 
and  defacing  coin,  disorderly  honses  and  persons,  punishment  of 
davea,  presets  to  Governor  and  lientenant-Govemor  prohibited, 
116;  expense  incurred  in  defense  of  Albany,  expedition  in  search  of 
Fiwieh  privateer,  importation  of  naval  stores  from  other  colonies, 
prohibiting  trade  with  Queen's  enemies,  U7;  Council's  right  to 
amend  money  bills,  118. 

170S,  Septonber  — 118. 
l>etatm  of  frontiers,  118;  sea  expedition,  119. 

ITOe,  Hay— 11». 
IMraseksB  condition  of  New  York,  batteries  at  the  Narrows,  120;  )»• 
viving  Militia  Law,  defense  of  Albany,  method  of  passing  money  biUs, 
121;  fortifying  New  Yorkj  122, 
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XSaV  COSTEKTB. 

1706,  Septembet  — 12S. 

Colony  to  name  its  own  treasurer  for  local  funds,  Cooneil'fi  po 
oniend  money  bills,  123  j  colonial  legislation  not  to  limit 
prerogative,  colony  to  make  provision  for  defense,  Colonel  Scb 
visit  to  Indians,  124;  destruction  of  guardroom  at  Scfaeni 
fortification  of  New  Yoi^,  defense  of  Alban;,  125, 

Tenth   Assembly   dissolved,  126. 

1708,  Auttut— liW. 

Qovenior's  power  to  aet  while  outside  the  coltmy,  126;  Lieut 
Oovemor  Ingoldesby's  views,  Lords  of  Trade  sustain  Gove 
power  to  act  while  absent,  127;  support  of  government,  ii 
expense  of  defending  Albany,  expense  of  cruise  against  f 
privateer,  12S;  presents  to  Indians,  129,  130;  postoffice,  higb 
129;  defense  of  frontier,  condition  of  Richard  Davis,  a  dit 
soldier,  130;  expenses  incurred  by  Colonel  Schuyler  in  enterts 
Indians,  reimbursement  of  Captain  Norbuiy,  pursuit  of  F 
privateer,  address  to  Queen  relative  to  corrupting  coin,  supplie 
garrisions  at  New  York,  Albany  and  Schenectady,  13L 

Eleventh  Assembly  dissolved,  132. 

LORD  LOVELACE,  GOVXRHOR.    ISS-Uk 

Appointment,  assumes  office,  132. 

1700,  A^l  — 138. 

Royal  aid  to  province,  support  of  government,  132;  public  debt,  re 
of  fortifications,  new  sloop  for  coast  defense,  preventing  exports 
of  gold  and  silver  coin,  133 ;  treaty  of  peace  among  Indian  tribesj 
relative  to  corrupting'  coin,  134. 

Death  of  Oovemor  Lovelace,  134. 

SICBAKD  INGOLDESBT,  LIEUTEITAnT-GOVEItNOS.    13«-140. 
Appointment   and   service,  oontinned  session   of  L^islature,  expedii 
to  Canada,  135;  post  from  Albany  to  Westfleld,  139. 

1700,  Septsmber— 1S6. 

EzpMises  connected  with  Indian  treaties,  address  from  Albany  antborit 
expedition  against  Canada,  136;  conference  with  Governors 
neighboring  provinces,  137,  139,  140;  frontier  defenses,  fortiScatii 
at  New  York,  137;  troops  for  Albany,  fort  at  Wood  creek,  i; 
Ktpedition  to  Canada,  Judge  Milward's  salary,  address  to  Que 
140. 

Twelfth  Assembly  dissolved  by  failure  to  meet,  140. 
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lOBEirr  htthtss,  goteknok.  i4i-im. 

Appointed,  aamunrn  offloe,  new  Assembly  called,  141. 

1710^  September— Ul. 
Support  of  goverameot,  141;  public  sftfet;,  Indian  depredationB,  142; 
fnmtier  defenses,  militia,  Oennan  immignuits,  foraiga  bankrupts, 
143;  presMits  to  Oovemors  prohibited,  143,  145;  royal  repeal  of 
«ertain  acts,  expoises  of  Captain  Higby'a  ewnpany  at  Albany,  poat- 
offlce,  fees,  fortifleations  at  Schenectady,  144;  maintaining  sniith  in 
Indian  conntiy,  Qneen  Anne's  letter  relative  to  claims  of  Qovemoi 
Lovelace  and  family,  146;  Palatines,  146;  forts  at  Albany  and 
Seboiectai^,  expedition  to  Canada,  147. 

1711,  April— 14S. 

QneeD'a  interest  in  eolony,  148;  support  of  govenunent,  public  debts, 
frontier  defense,  149;  Oovemor's  power  to  act  while  out  of  eolony, 
Assembly  denies  power,  150. 

TUiteenth  Assembly  dissolved,  150. 

1711,  Jnly  —  ISO. 
Pnparing  for  war,  151;  royal  aid,  procuring  supplies,  snpport  of  govem- 
meot,  public  debt,  frontier  defense,  152;  sloops  for  coast  defoise, 
unlawful  seizure  of  goods  by  eostoms  officer,  transports  for  expedi- 
tion against  Canada  exempt  from  tonna^  duty,  addresses  to  Quera, 
bateaux,  lecmits  for  expedition,  preventing  mutiny,  153. 

1711,  October— 154. 
Fulnre  of  military  movement,  situation  on  frontier,  154;  Militia  Aet, 
public  debts,  soittnels  at  beacons  discontinued,  expedition  to  Canada, 
defense  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  155;  Fort  Anne  powder  maga- 
line,  forts  in  Indian  country,  Connecticut's  claim  for  Indiaii  recruits, 
frontier  conditions,  Palatine  recruits,  bounty  money,  153;  compensa- 
tion of  British  lienteoants,  addicss  (o  Queen,  Queen's  instructians, 
nle  of  liqnor  to  Indians,  money  bills,  relatione  with  Indians,  157; 
conference  of  Oovemors,  158. 

1712,  May  — in. 

Snpport  of  government,  money  biUs,  159;  forts  in  Indian  eonntry,  de- 
fense of  New  Toi^  160;  use  of  surplus  stores  from  Canadian  expe- 
dition, repur  of  fort  at  New  York,  regulation  of  ^ves,  importation 
of  white  servants,  Hilitia  Law,  selling  liquor  to  Indians,  relations 
vith  Indians,  161;  note  on  mon^  bills,  162. 
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xxTi  Contents. 

1719,  Ancnst— 1S8. 

Expenditure  of  public  funds,  receiTer-geueral,  drawing  and  paying 
rants,  164;  frontier  defense,  French  prieoners,  reimbursemei 
owners  of  slaves  executed  for  conspiracy  and  murder,  money 
Assembly  criticised  by  Lords  of  Trade,  166;  expenses  of  cot 
doners  to  negotiate  vitb  Indians,  167. 

Fonrteeutb  Anmnbly  dissolved,  167. 

171S,  May— 167. 
RestrictionB  on  power  of  Assembly,  168;  support  of  government, 
relief  of  Lady  Lovelace,  estimate  of  annual  pnbUc  chai^ee,  vei 
and  peddlers,  selling  liquor  to  Indians,  relations  with  Indians, 

1715,  October— 171. 

Use  of  excise  moneys,  pi^lio  debts,  veto  of  revenue  bill,  171;  exp 
of  agent  to  negotiate  with  Indians,  172. 

1714,  March- ITS. 
Public  debts,  172;  support  of  government,  rdati<»i8  with  Indians, 
Queen  Anne's  death,  Qeorge  I  proclaimed  in  New  York,  174. 
Fifteenth  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Aasembly  called,  174. 

1715,  May— 174. 

Address  to  King,  174;  colony  appoints  agent  to  visit  London,  175, 
support  of  govenuneat,  Francb  presents  to  friendly  Indians,  ' 
necticut  boundary  line,  176;  relations  with  Indians,  South  Can 
asks  assbtance  in  consequence  of  attacks  from  Indians,  177. 

Sixteenth  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  called,  177. 

1716,  Jane— 177. 

Danger  of  French  aggressions,  178;  weakness  of  fort  at  Albany,  '. 
congratulatory  address  to  King,  Governor's  ^p^ises  in  procu 
Toysl  assent  to  publie  debt  bill,  180. 

1716,  Anentt- 180. 
Mulford  ease,  180. 

1717,  AptU  — 181. 

New  bills  of  ^>edit,  advancing  settlemaits  on  frontier,  pnblio  schools, 

1717,  September  —  US. 
Memorial  relative  to  colonial  affairs,  183;  New  Jersey  boundary,  ti 
with  Indians,  163. 

1718,  Hay— 188. 

Mulford  case,  183 ;  royal  assent  required  to  trade  and  shipping  bills, ! 
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1718,  S 
New  Beveune  Act,  IS5;  adzun  of  sloop  by  SpaiuArd%  1S6, 

171%  April  — 188. 
War  with  Spain,  botterise  at  tbe  Nairowa,  1B7;  eoouterfeiting  billt  of 
credit,  IransporUtion  of  pitch  and  tar,  bond  of  faxmen  of  excifli^ 
second  judge.  New  York  cnstom  hoaee,  188;  Qovemor'a  intendad 
visit  to  England,  Assonbly'a  address,  189;  Qovemor  Hunter  goes  to 
England,  190. 

WILLUK  BDSHET,  GOTEKHOR.    IMMHHi 
Appointment,  arrival,  and  aasompdon  of  office,  190. 

1730.  October— 180. 
Sopport  of  govermnent,  191;  condition  of  frontier,  192;  forts  on  frontier, 
militia,    Indian   trade,    193;    presents  to  Indians,    194;   Matter  of 
Heath,  deputy  weighmaster,  195. 

17S1,  May  — IBS. 
Defense  of  frontiers,  French  aggressions,  196;  appointment  of  colonial 
treasover,  Assembly  memorial  on  relations  with  Crown,  Indians  at 
Albany,  197. 

17SS,  May  — 187. 

Frontier  defense,  Indian  trade,  duties  on  imports,  sinking  bills  of  credit, 

198;   providing  for  arrears  of  duties,  defense  of  New  York,  190; 

presents  to  Indiane,  clandestine  trade  with  Frmcb,  salary  of  Indian 

commissioner,  relations  with  Indians,  200;  defense  of  frontiers,  201. 

172S,  October— SOL 
Commimicationa  relative  to  audit  of  colonial  acconnts,  military  snpplies. 
Obtain  Holland's  claim,  fort  at  Schenectady,  expense  of  transmit- 
ting Qovernor's  proclamation  recalling  En^^ish  subjects  in  Canada, 
hooses  for  Indians  trading  at  Albany,  202;  fort  at  Albany,  rdations 
with  IndiaDS,  203;  examination  of  statutes,  204. 

173S,  May  — Mt. 
Congratolatory  address  to  King,  royal  aid  to  colony,  206;  defieieney  in 
revenne,  n^otiations  with  Indians,  Connecticut  boundary,  206;  In- 
dian trade,  207. 

172^  May— 907. 

Public  debt,  208;  Connecticut  bonndaiy,  208,  210;  Indian  trade,  209; 

method  of  enacting  private  laws,  repairing  fort  at  New  York,  210; 

salary  of  Indian  interpreter,  instructing  youth  in  Mohav^  language, 

raambation  of  statntes,  King's  veto  of  2  per  cent,  import  bill,  211. 
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XXViii  CONTBHTB. 

179S,  AnsuBt  — SIL 
Uerebants  oppose  Uvb  regnlatiug  trade  with  Canada,  2L2;  Indi 
212,  214;  agent  to  reside  in  Indiaa  country,  sapport  of  goi 
212;  eompleting  fort  at  New  Yoi^  usefulness  o£  colonu 
213;  Stephen  Do  Laneey'B  eligibility  to  Assembly,  214;  Co 
boundaiy,  deficieocy  of  revenue,  215;  acta  passed  provi 
Tazious  publie  purposes,  216. 

17S6,  April  — Bit. 

Snppcot  of  goremment,  Indian  trade,  217;  agwts  to  reside  ii 
country,  agent  at  Loodon,  21S;  Conneeticnt  boundary,  2. 
repairs  at  fort,  21S;  Boston's  application  for  New  Yorli 
Indian  war,  importatioa  of  salt,  Qovemor  denies  iDt«Qded  c 
cation  of  public  funds,  committee  to  examine  statutes,  Indiai 
219. 

Berenteenth  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  called,  220, 

ITSfl,  September— 930. 
Support  of  government,  220;  repairs  at  Fort  Oeorge,  oompensi 

Lmdon  agent,  222;  negotiations  with  Six  Nations,  222,  224; 

trade,  223;  Connectieut  boundary,  Barclay  claim,  224. 
Eighteenth  Assembly  dissolved  by  death  of  George  I;    new  A 

eaUed,  225. 

1787,  September  — as4. 
Relations  with  ^diaus,  225;  Gtovemor  reimbursed  for  certain  a 

Connecticut  boundary,  226  i  Massachusetts  boundary,  226,  2 

purs  at  fort.  New  Jersey  boundary,  agent  at  London,  227; 

to  King,  Obw«^  trading-house.  Governor  presents  various  ai 

228;  Asnmbly's  protest  against  Court  of  Chancery,  229. 
Nineteeitii  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  called,  229. 

JOHIT  HOHTGOKEBI&,  GOVESITOS.    82&-S3B. 
Hew  Assembly  dissolved  without  meeting,  229;  another  called,  23< 

ITSS,  Jnly  — 228. 
Support    of   government,    230;    King   vetoes   Partition   Act,   rep 
barracks  at  New  York,  231. 

17W,  May  — ass. 
Six  Nations  friendly,  232,  233;  Oswego  trading^honse,  232;  ag 
Lond<»i,  importation  of  salt,  233;  Connecticut  boundary,  cod 
as  to  Albany  jail,  Milllngton  library  ofFered  to  New  Yoi^, 
relating  thereto,  234;  King  vetoes  act  to  prereoit  piweoatic 
information,  236. 
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1750,  AnEtut— >3fl. 

King  vetoes  acts  relating  to  Indian  trade  with  French,  236;  Oswego 
trading-house,  236,  238;  frontier  defenses,  memorial  to  King  relative 
to  Indian  trade,  237;  new  stone  fort  at  Albany,  238. 

Governor  Montgomerie's  death,  238. 

SIP  VAH  DAli^  PRESIDENT  OF  CODHCIl..    93fr-MS. 

1751.  Auffut— au. 

Oaw^o  garrison,  Indian  trade,  fort  at  Albany,  239;  new  Excise  Law, 
varioos  eommnnieations  to  Assembly,  240;  smaUpoz  intermpts 
seffiion,  240,  242;  memorial  to  King  relative  to  sugar  ooltmies,  240; 
lEiusachnsetts  boundary,  French  fort  on  Cdrlar's  lakey  eneroachmenta 
on  northern  frontier,  241. 

WILLIAM  COSBT.  GOTEBHOK.    Ma-4S4. 

173S.  Anstut— M3. 
Support  of  government,  Oswego  garrison,  243;  defenseless  oonditiOD  of 
Albany,  244. 

1739,  October— Ui. 
Bepairs  of  barracks  at  New  York,  244;  Indian  trade  at  Oswego,  245. 

1784,  April— 24S. 
Decay  of  trade,  246;  Navigation  Acts,  247;  fortifications  at  New  Toit, 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  247,  249;  tariff  revision,  too  many  negroes 
tad  convicts  in  colony,  Six  Nations  need  resident  smiths,  248. 

1734,  October- 360. 
Cultivation  of  naval  stores  and  other  products,  bills  of  credit  for  expense 
of  fortifications,  250. 

ITSS^  Octobei—a61. 
Oswego  trading-house   and   garrison,  251;   colonial  finances,   Assembly 

petitions  for  dissolution,  252. 
Governor's    relation    to    the    Legislature,    general   note,' 253;    Oovemor 

cot  to  preside  iu  legislative  Council,  253;  Governor  Cosby's  death, 

254. 

GEOKGE  CLASEE,  PSESIDEnT  OF  THE  COUNCIL.    U«-««. 
ITSe,  October  — 854. 
Defideneies  in  revenue,  ship  building  recommended,  255;  cultivation  of 
bemp,  fortificaBons,  256;  new  fort  in  Mohawks'  coimtry,  256,  258; 
Onego   trading-house,   presents  to   Senecas,   Council's   address  to 
Piendent,  257. 
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Cangr&lnlatoi;  address  to  King^  258. 

17S7,  April— SSS. 
Support   of  goTemment,  259;  promoting  manufactures,   frontier 

fications,  complaint  against  instructing  Blaves  in  trades.  260. 
Iwenti^h  Assembly  dlBsoIved,  new  Assembly  called,  262, 

17S7,  June— SS3. 

Ral&tions  viith  Indians,  263;  deficiencies  in  revenue,  support  of  g 

ment,  Oswego  trading-houso,  264;  agents  in  Indian  covintry, 

of  fortidcations,  265;  sergeant~at-arms  for  Assembly,  frequen 

tions  of  Assembly,  266;  Judicaiy  Act,  annual  appropriatiom 

17SS,  September— 268. 

Doubt  as  to  validity  of  prorogation  of  Assembly,  268;  death  of  ' 
Caroline,  269;  support  of  government,  269,  273;  deficlenci 
sinking  fund,  260;  colonial  agent  at  Loudon,  relati(»is  with  In 
270;  New  York  Tonnage  Act,  271;  French  encroacbmeuts  on  noi 
frontier,  271,  272;  fort  in  Mohawks'  country,  settlers  from  1 
Britain,  instmctions  against  combining  different  subjects  in  one 
272;  grant  of  revenue  to  Crown,  274;  Oovemor's  protest  ag 
Assembly's  action  on  excise  bill,  275. 

Twenty-first  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  called,  275. 

1738,  Haidi  — S76. 
Birth  of  Prince,  275;  support  of  government,  276,  2^;  lortificat 
fort  in  Indian  country,  277;  conference  with  Six  Nations  at  Alb 
settlers  trtyca  North  Britain,  278;  King's  veto  of  act  for  freq 
elections  and  meetings  of  Assembly,  278,  279;  Jury  Law,  278; 
aembly  adjourns  because  of  smallpox,  280. 

1730,  Amcust- 880. 
Neglect  of  Fort  Hunter,  decay  of  ship  building,  280;  Massaebus 
boundary,  282,  283;  supplies  for  garrisons,  282;  estimated  expt 
of  fortifications,  support  of  government,  283. 

1738,  October— SSS. 
Acts  for  support  of  government  and  fortifications,  285. 

1740,  Jmw— fBfi. 
New  treaty  with  Six  Nations,  2S6;  expedition  against  Spanisli  setl 
menls  in  West  Indies,  286,  288. 
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1710,  SepUmba  — aw. 
Qovemor  reqaeetB  farther  aid  to  expediticHi  against  Spanish  West  Indies, 
289;   Oswego  garrisOD,  repairing  chapel  in  Uohawka'  country,  290; 
support  of  goTentment,  iUicit  trade,  291;  Triennial  AAaembly  Act, 
supplies  for  home  government,  282. 

1741,  Apiil  — 891. 
Colonial  treasurer,  293,  298;  Qovenior  criticises  Assembly's  claim  of 
power,  293;  Assembly  denies  charge  of  movement  for  independence, 
294;  defmse  of  province,  royal  supply  of  military  stores,  295;  0»- 
mgo  trading-house,  206,  299;  relations  with  Indians,  296;  militia 
dn^,  government  buildings  in  New  Yoit  destroyed  by  flxe,  297; 
frequent  fires,  military  watches,  296;  expedition  agwnst  Spanish 
West  Indies,  provisions  scarce  in  Indian  country,  300. 

1741.  September— SOL 
Expedition  against  Spanish  West  Indies,  301,  304;  rebuilding  government 
bnildings  at  fort  in  New  York,  night  watches  in  New  York,  302; 
support  of  government,  303;   Osw^o  garrison,  TnHinn   affairs.  As- 
sembly petitions  Crown  to  erect  Governor's  house  in  New  York,  304. 

174S,  April  — SOS. 
Repair  of  Fort  George,  frontier  defense,  305;  new  government  buildings 
in  New  Yoi^,  expedition  against  Spanish  W«st  Indies,  smiths  to 
reside  among  Indians,  military  service,  306. 

1743,  October  — 307. 
Support   of  gpvemment,   307;    Oevrego    garrison,   recruits  for  Spanish 
expedition,  308;  erection  of  Governor's  house,  309. 

I74S,  April— 809. 
Fortifications,  309 ;  presents  to  Indians,  310. 

6B0BGB  CLUrrON,  Governor.    SIO-SBS. 
Twenty-second  Assembly  dissolved,  310;  new  Assembly  called,  311. 

ITU,  Homnber— SIO. 
Support  of  government,  allianee  with  Six  Nations,  Governor's  house,  312 ; 
agents  at  London,  313, 

1744,  April  — 914. 
Onnpo'wder  for  magazines,  Governor's  bouse  to  be  rebuilt,  need  of  colonial 
agents  at  London,  war  with  France  expected,  314;  frontier  defense, 
Oswego   garrison,   smallpox   in    West  Indies,   315;   France  declares 
wKr  against  England,  316 ;  colonial  preparations  for  war,  317. 
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1744,  July— 817. 

Defense  of  eolony,  318,  322;  repairing  fortifications,  318;  pr«seii 
Indiana,  319,  325;  lla&sachuBette  and  Conneeticnt  ask  pennissi> 
make  treat;  with  Indians,  319;  proposed  onion  of  New  York 
Deighboring  colonies  for  comm<Hi  defense,  320,  330;  coast  de 
needed,  320;  colonial  ageat  in  London,  321;  fortifying  New  '' 
322;  fort  at  Crown  Point,  fort  in  Senecas*  conntiy,  battery  at 
Hook,  324;  oatscouts  on  northern  frontier,  325;  Indian  trade, 
iiiaint«nance  of  prisoners  of  war,  327,  328,  329;  defense  of  Osi 
329. 

1745,  Hsrch— 331. 

Fiencb  attempt  on  Annapolis  Royal,  Ifassacbnsetts  reqnests  assist 
against  French,  331;  appropriations  to  aid  Uaaeachuaetts  in  < 
Breton  expedition,  332,  337;  employing  privateer  for  coast  def 
colonial  agent  at  London,  more  forts  in  Indian  country,  333 ;  Os' 
garrison,  334, 338 ;  French  prisoners  srat  to  St.  Domingo,  334 ;  col< 
nnioii,  335;  examination  of  Whitehall  battery,  338,  339;  Frenc 
Uartimqoe,  defense  of  New  York,  340;  disafFection  of  Indians, 
OoTcmor  ctHnphuns  of  Assembly's  indifference  to  possible  defe< 
of  Indians,  342. 

Twenty-third  Assembly  dissolved,  344;  new  Assonbly  called,  345. 

1745,  Jime  — 345. 

Defense  of  province,  fortifying  New  York,  345;  oulsconts  on  fron 
346,  353;  preserving  fidelity  of  Indians,  Cape  Breton  expedil 
346;  expedition  against  Lonidinrg,  347;  New  York  fumisbee  mi 
bat  no  troops  to  aid  in  expedition,  addittooal  appropriation 
completion  of  Oovemor's  bouse,  349;  lett«T  from  Qovemor  Shii 
350;  letter  from  Commodore  Warren,  requesting  aid  in  Louisl 
expedition,  351 ;  deposit  of  gunpowder  in  Fort  George,  eaptun 
Looidinrg,  Canadian  Indians  violates  treaty  of  neatrality,  i 
necessity  of  interview  with  Indians,  353,  355;  appropriation 
presents  tn  Indians,  354;  murders  by  French  Indians,  355;  ti 
with  French  Indians,  356;  entertainment  of  Indians  at  Oswego, ; 
powder  duly,  defense  of  northern  frontier,  358;  new  treaty  i 
Indians,  359;  French  and  Indian  hostilities  against  New  Engli 
360,  363;  destruction  of  Saratoga,  361,  363;  detachments  for  defi 
of  Albany,  361;  Indians  to  be  enlisted,  362;  lottery  for  raising  pu 
funds,  Kin^s  troops  sent  to  Albany,  363 ;  rebuilding  fort  at  Sarati 
364;  union  of  colonies,  militia,  365;  various  communications  relal 
to  publie  affairs,  306. 
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1746^  Hardi— M7. 
Smallpox  intSTTDpts  ABsembly,  meeting  at  "  Brookland,"  367;  bloekhouMfl 
on  fronliere,  repairitig  fortifications  at  Schenectady,  Six  Nations 
refuse  to  join  in  war,  368;  conferenev  with  neighboring  colonies, 
368,  370;  sapplies  for  Oswego  garrison,  369;  Assembly  declines  to 
furnish  troops  for  Louisburg,  370;  engineer  for  province,  Assembly 
declines  to  fnmish  convoy  for  the  Ruby,  371. 

17M,  JuiB— 87S. 

More  troops  for  defense  of  Albany,  372;  aipedition  against  Canada,  373, 
375;  subsistence  of  French  prisoners,  375;  Inviting  Indiana  to  a 
conference,  presents  for  them,  376;  other  colonies  requested  to  join 
in  expense  of  securing  Indian  alliancf^  376,  378;  supplies  for*  ex- 
pedition, 377,  379;  rangers  on  frontiers,  377;  financial  aid  from 
other  colonies,  380. 

nu,  Octolm— 881. 

Six  Nations  consent  to  join  in  war,  382;  defense  of  fnmtier,  383;  trans- 
liortation  of  snpplies,  385;  Qovemor  protests  against  lack  of  suppwrt 
from  Ast>embly,  Assembly  complains  of  abuses  in  military  servioe, 
387;  additional  preparation  for  expedition,  subsistence  of  French 
prisoner;^  388;  rewards  for  scalps,  smiths  for  Tniliiir}  castles,  supplies 
Cot  Oswego,  339;  repairing  fort  at  Albany,  390. 

1747,  March  — SBO. 
Defense  of  frontier,  391;  n^otiations  with  Indiani^  391,  392;  supplies 
for  expedition,  391,  393,  411;  alliance  with  Six  Nations,  391;  two 
new  forts  near  Crown  Point,  392;  outscouts  and  rangers  on  the 
frontier,  394,  395,  402;  Kinderhook  requests  assiatance,  394;  Gover- 
nor describes  efforts  to  protect  frontiers,  395;  fort  at  Saratoga  not 
well  located,  397;  indifference  of  Albany  merchants,  399;  Governor's 
personal  contributions  to  expense  of  war,  403;  appropriations  for 
expedition,  405;  relations  with  Indians,  405,  412;  Assembly  thinks 
neighboring  colonies  should  join  in  presents  to  Indians,  dangeroos 
ntnation  at  Albany,  406;  exchange  of  prisoners,  409;  frontier  garri- 
sons, 410,  413. 

1747,  September  — 4U. 
I^  of  onion  with  Massachnsetts  and  Connecticut,  '413,  41S,  419;  frontier 
defense,  414,  417,  423,  441;  disaffection  among  Indians,  414,  425; 
defense  of  Oswego,  416,  440;  presenU  to  Indians,  417,  421;  forts 
in  Indian  country,  421,  426;  difference  between  Qovemor  and  As- 
sembly, 422,  430,  443,  446,  448;  Governor's  memorandum  on  eon- 
duet  of  war,  439;  southern  colonies  asked  for  assstuice,  440;  ex- 
pedition against  Canada  abandoned,  441;  liberty  of  press,  pnbtiear 
tion  of  Assembly  proceeding,  447,  449. 
'Fvmty-f  ouith  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  taOai,  457. 
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ITtt.  F«bnuuy— U7. 

PUb  of  union  with  Massachuaetts  and  ConoMticnt,  467,  461,  462 
tious  with  the  Tndianaj  458,  462,  466;  eupport  of  gOTemment, 
interpreter,  Oswego-  garrison,  469;  fortifications  at  Albany 
rewards  for  scalps,  460,  468 ;  expenses  of  the  war,  460 ;  onteco 
frontier,  462;  necessity  of  union  among  colonies,  464,  465,  n 
ing  trade  with  Indians,  engineer's  report  on  foitificaticms  & 
York,  exchange  of  prisonerB,  467 ;  CoL  William  Johns< 
command  New  York  troops,  volunteers  from  Connecticut, 
Governor  denies  improper  interference  with  courts,  469. 

17tf,  September  — 488. 
Prospect  of  peace,  469 ;  pay  of  certain  troops  discontinued,  470 ;  ezc 
of  prisoneiB,  470,  476;  Assembly  declares  policy  of  annual  a 
priations,  472;  defense  of  frontier,  474;  disbandment  of  ti 
477;  subsistence  of  French  and  Spanish  prisoners,  478;  reli 
between  Qovemor  and  Assembly,  479. 

1748,  Jnne— 481. 

Peace  established,  481;  support  of  government,  482,  491;  instHK 
relative  to  method  of  expending  public  funds,  483,  484;  rel« 
between  Governor  and  Assembly,  484,  486,  489,  492,  494,  497 
change  of  prisoners,  486,  489,  493,  495;  Governor  urges  pay 
of  Colonel  Johnson's  claims,  490;  instruction  relative  to  mannt 
passing  laws,  493;  brealdng  open  stor^onse  at  Albany,  497;  G< 
nor's  complaint  against  public  printer,  499. 

Twenty-fifth  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly,  503. 

1750,  September  — BOS. 
Supplies  for  Oswego,  503 ;  conference  with  Indians,  504,  508,  510,  . 
support  of  government,  505;  encouragement  of  varioos  indust 
507;  exchange  of  prisoners,  507,  510;  act  against  importatior 
copper  money,  507;  Assembly  declines  to  aid  Pennsylvania  in  se 
ing  fidelity  of  western  Indians,  509 ;  completion  of  Goveraor'B  ho 
511. 

i7n,  Hay— ns. 

Death  of  Prince  of  Wales,  address  of  condolence  512;  presents  to 
dians,  513;  Mohawks  complain  against  duty  on  Indian  goods,  61^ 

17S1,  October— SIB. 
Support  of  government,  public  debts,  515;  relations  with  Indians,  E 

517,  518. 
Twenty-sixth  Assembly  dissolved,  519;  new  Assembly  called,  520. 
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17S2,  OctDl)ei  — 98a 
Oswego  tnding-hanse,  enpport  of  government^  620;  pnblie  achoola,  621. 

17SS,  Mar  — HI. 
Bevuion  of  colonial  laws,  521;  Assembly  meets  in  Jamaica  because  of 
smallpos  in  New  York,  frontier  defense,  Colonel  Johnaon's  claima 
paid,  522;    lottery    for   public   schools,  523;    conference  with    Six 
Nations,  524,  526;  New  Jersey  boundary,  625. 

SIS  DAWESS  OSBOBH,  GOVSKHOB.    SSfl. 
Appointment  and  death,  526. 

JAMES  DELAirCET,  UBUTBKAIIT-fiOTEBIIOK.    5Se-«76. 
Report  of  Governor  Osbom's  death,  526. 

175S,  Octobei— NT. 
Royal  displeasure  ctmceming  colonial  disorders  and  laws  limiting  prft. 
rogative,  528,  532;  more  funds  for  Copsey  batter,  Oswego  trading- 
house,  Indian  alliance,  excise,  629;  new  Militia  Law,  exportation  of 
farm  products,  presents  to  GoTemor  prohibited,  530 ;  expected  Indian 
invasion,  anion  of  colonies,  presents  to  Indians,  531;  eoonsel  ^' 
pointed  in  customs  case,  532. 

17H,  Aprn— SK 
French  encroachments  on  Ohio  frontier,  534,  541;  Yir^ia  reqinsts  aid 
frcHn  other  colonies  against  French,  535,  638;  sending  troops  to 
Virginia,  536,  536;  forts  and  smiths  in  Indian  country,  536;  defense 
of  Oswego,  537,  540;  presents  to  Indians,  537,  540;  New  J«-sey 
bonndary,  610,  644;  Massachusetts  boundary,  Cll,  544;  monc^  bills, 
514. 

17M,  Hay— 5<9. 
Troops  for  Oswego  and  Yir^nia,  546. 

17M,  Aaenrt:  — »M 
French  and  Indians  defeat  British  under  Washington  on  Ohio  ftontiflr, 
546;  aiding  Viifinia,  647,  549,  555,  565,  569;  defenseless  condition 
of  norlbem  frontier,  547,  563;  fort  in  Seneeas*  oonntcy,  648; 
Indians  protest  against  sale  of  mm,  649,  569;  new  Uilitia  Law, 
549;  French  plan  conquest  of  province  of  New  York,  560;  Albany 
plan  of  nnion,  550,  551,  666,  577;  New  York  mora  exposed  than 
aonthem  colonies,  Massaehosetts  boundary,  552;  French  Indians 
destroy  settlements  on  northern  frontier,  dispute  as  to  title  to 
Kayaderosseras,  relations  with  JIohawkB,  553;  quitrents,  New  Jersey 
boondiry,    654;    defense  of  Albany,   555,  563;   annual  appropria- 
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tims,  558,  Jj9;  bills  of  credit,  558,  550;  situation  in  view 
pending  war,  562;  restraining  trade  with  French,  564;  a. 
General  Braddock,  565;  union  of  colonies,  5ti5,  575;  de 
Oswego,  566;  Connecticut  volunteers,  567;  Crown  Point  ex 
567,  568,  571;  conference  of  governors  and  otliers  at  All 
568;  French  attempts  to  seduce  Six  Nations,  570;  preparal 
frontier  defense,  Braddonik's  defeat,  572;  more  vigorous 
urged,  573;  indirect  taxation  suggested,  574. 

SIB  CHAei.ES  SASDT.  GOVERHOK.    57ft-«U. 
Appabited,  assnmes  ofllee,  576. 


1750,  1 

Crown  Point  expedition,  583,  588,  592,  595;  Crown  leqnests  pe 
revenue,  584;  new  Militia  Law,  584,  585;  troops  at  Fort 
and  Fort  William  Henry,  585,  588;  Aesembly'B  views  coi 
permanent  revenue,  586;  rangers  on  frontier,  587,  588;  New 
boundary,  588;  Massachusetts  boundary,  quartering  soldiers, 
abandon  settlements,  589;  situation  in  Orange  county,  590 
ment  against  Tlecmderoga,  500,  591;  union  of  colonies,  59 
venting  spread  of  infections  diseases,  592;  Indian  incurs 
Ulster  county,  593;  exportation  of  proviaons,  596,  600;  rs 
Impreaaed  carriagee,  596;  situation  at  Fort  William  Hem; 
£ari  of.  Loudoun  appointed  commander-in-chief,  597;  royal 
colony,  bounties  and  pensions  for  recruits,  598;  dif^utee  as 
tain  Indian  grants,  601. 

1756,  September  — 60S. 

Obw^o  taken  by  the  French,  war  with  France,  602;  allowance  for 
on  northern  frontier,  603;  subsistence  of  French  prisoners,  60 
quartering  soldiers,  Governor  receives  funds  from  King,  60^ 
porary  revenue  bills  approved,  605;  indirect  taxation,  606;  1 
at  Kockaway  and  the  Narrows,  607;  supplies  for  New  Yoi 
zison,  608. 

1757,  Febnuiy— 609. 

Preparations  for  war,  609,  610;  New  Jersey  bonndary,  Uassae 
boundary,  610,  611;  fr&udnlent  grants  of  Indian  lands,  611; 
nor  Hardy  resigns,  appointed  rear-admiral,  613. 

JAKES  DELANCET,  UEnTEHAHT-OOVEIUroa.  6IS-6i7. 
Fort  William  Henry  taken  fay  Frmdi,  614;  smallpox  compels  Aa 
to  change  place  of  meeting,  support  of  government,  various  m 
preparations,  616;  barracks  in  New  York,  inspection  of  proT 
new  Militia  Law,  indirect  taxation,  C17;  importation  of  whil 
vant^  61& 
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1798,  HiTdi-'SlS. 
Letter  from  WiUiam  Pitt  ui^is^  enlistments,  619;  proposed  invasi(»i  of 
Canada,  royal  aid  promised,  620;  detachments  of  militia,  621,  623; 
eriticism  of  persons  who  abandon  homes  to  avoid  enlistments,  622; 
piU>lic  debts,  pilots,  chaplain  for  the  army,  623;  snbaisteDoa  of 
French  prisoners,  624. 

17S8,  H«Temtwr  —  flS4. 
B«ductioa  of  Louisbui^g,  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John's  islmids,  624; 
campaign  in  Mohawk  ^-alley,  defeat  of  French  at  Cadaracqiii  and  on 
Lake  Ontario,  625;  Lieutenant-Oovemor's  visits  to  Albany,  626; 
bloekboiises  for  protection  of  Kingston,  L^ialature  requeate  rum- 
hursonent  of  colony  for  recent  military  expenditures,  627, 
Twenty-serenth  Assembly  dissolved,  629;  new  Assembly  oalled,  630. 

17S0,  Jannaiy — 080. 
Defeat  of  French  at  Fort  Dnquesue,  630 ;  pilots,  630,  631 ;  impressments, 
extending  frontier  settlements,  631;  preparing  for  campaign  against 
Canada,  633-tS36;  General  Amherst  makes  loan  on  behalf  of  eolouy, 
637;  L^islature  assnmes  payment  of  loan,  638. 

17C9,  December— Mtk 
Military  saccesses,  640;  additional  justice  of  Snprain  Coortr  ezdse, 
regnlating  sale  of  tickets  by  outside  lotteries,  641;  naval  victoi; 
on  French  coast,  642;  preparations  for  eontinning  war,  643-645; 
Parliament  appropriates  funds  for  colony,  645 ;  Boston  fire,  payment 
of  public  debts,  646;  death  of  Lientenant-Govemor  Delanc^,  647. 

CADWAILADES  COLDEH,  PBESIDBHT  OF  THB  COXTHCIL.    e47-«S«. 

1760^  October— 847. 

Conqneet  of  Canada,  648;  support  of  government,  death  of  George  II, 

aceession  of  George  III,  649. 
Twenty-eighth  Assembly  dissolved  by  death  of  King,  649 ;  new  Assembly 
called,  650. 

1781,  Much— 8fi0. 
Appropriation  for  additional  military  expenses,  Assraably's  address  of 
condolence  <hi  death  of  George  II,  651;  ocmtinning  eampugn,  663; 
lighthouse  at  Sandy  Hook,  655. 

CADWAILADEK  COLDEZT,  LXEDTEnAHT-GOTBUrOK.    868-889. 
1781,  September  — 6Se. 
Vdmiteen  for  frontiar  service,  657;  Indians  in  Orange  and  IJlBt«r  eonn- 
ti«8,«67,  656. 
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SOBEKT  UONCETOIT,  GOVESHOB.    fiSB. 
Appointment,  oath  of  office,  teave  of  abseoce,  delivers  seals  to  Lii 
QovemOT  Colden,  650. 

CADWALUlDEK  COLDBn,  LIEIJTBNAHT-OOVEKiroa.     608- 

1761,  HoTem1)eT~-e6&. 
General  colonial  affairs,  660;  dilatory  proceedingB  in  courts,   6< 
tippling  houses,  support  of  goTemment,  660;  powers  of  Leg 
661;   chief  justice   appointed,   address  congratulatiBg   King 
marriage,  662. 

1763,  Marcli— 6SS. 
£nlisttnente  for  continuing  military  service,  663;  war  with  Spa 
compulsory  militaiy  srarice,  667. 

KOBBKT  UOHCETOH,  GOTEBHOft.    e6»-47S. 

170S,  ironmb«r~«9. 

British  victory  at  Havaiia,  669;  volunteers  for  frontier  service,  i 

of  government,  salaries  of  judges,  670;  quartering  King's 

671,  673;  county  boundaries,  estra  allowance  to  Attomey-C 

New  Jersey  boondary,  672;  repaiis  on  Govemor'B  house,  673, 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  UEUTENAHT-GOTEIWOa.    673-7 

Qovemor  UoncktoD  goes  to  England,  delivers  seal  to  lieutenant-Oo 
673. 

176S|  Homnber  —  67S. 

End  of  war,  673;  trouble  with  western  Indians,  674,  676,  678. 
1704,  April -'679. 

Indian  war,  679,  680. 

1764,  September  >-eBl. 

Guards  on  frontier,  681;  treaty  of  peace  with  Indians,  681,  682 
port  of  government,  payment  of  public  debts,  681;  cultivati 
hemp,  682;  Assembly  protests  against  parliamentary  lue 
inimical  to  colony,  taxation  of  colony  without  its  consent,  CS3. 
Jersey  boundary,  684;  Massachusetts  boundary,  684,  685;  que 
relating  to  the  validity  of  the  Kayaderosseras  patent  from  Mob 
685,  686;  Assembly's  petition  to  King,  House  of  Lords  and  ] 
of  Commons,  relative  to  colonial  affairs,  688-700. 

SIS  EERKT  HOORE,  GOVESHOB.    700-7U. 
Appointment,  oath  of  ofitee,  700. 

ins,  November— 700. 
Support  of  govenun^it,  Montreal  fire,  701;  supplies  for  King's  tr 
protest  against  parliamentary  encroachments  on  colonial  rigbta, 
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OOHTBNTS. 


in%  June  —  706. 
Eep«al  of  Stamp  Aet,  706,  708,  710;  Afisembly  protests  against  requisi- 
tioQ  of  sapplies  for  King's  troops,  708,  710;  nat«  on  Stamp  Act, 
710. 

1766.  November— 7U. 

Bills  of  credit,  714,  715,  716;  Quebec  boundaiy,  support  of  goTemmeDt, 
eooDty  boondaries,  716;  qoarteriug',  King's  troops,  716;  repairs  on 
Govemor'B  bouse,  717. 

1767,  Mar— 717. 

MassachoBetls  boundary,  718;  suppUes  for  King's  troops,  Colonel  Brad- 
stteet's  claim,  719. 

1767,  novembei— 730. 

Uassachnsetts  boundary,  720,  722;  Parliament  probibits  colonial  legis- 
lation until  Assonbly  consents  to  provide  for  quartering  King's 
troops,  Assembly  yields  to  demand,  721;  county  boundaries,  721, 
722;  King's  veto  of  certain  acts,  722. 

Twenty-ninth  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  called,  723. 

1768,  October— 72S. 

Crown  grants  colonial  anpervision  of  Indian  trad^  723;  settlements  in 
Indian  country,  724;  quartering  King's  troc^is,  724,  725;  Montreal 
Are,  725;  riot  in  New  York,  726;  Fort  Stauwix  treaty  with  Indians, 
proposed  canal  aroond  Canajobarie  falls,  727;  Lient«nant-Govemor 
Colden's  claim  for  salary  and  riot  damages,  728;  Assembly's  petition 
to  King  and  Parliament  relative  to  colonial  afCaira,  729. 

Thirtieth  Assembly  dissolved,  new  Assembly  called,  731. 

1769,  April  — 781. 
Hethod  of  appointing  colonial  agents,   quartering  King's  troops,  732; 
providing  an  interpreter  and  smiths  in  Indian  country,  hospital  in 
New  YoA,  733;  death  of  Governor  Moore,  734. 

CADWALLASER  COLDBN,  LXEUTSNAKT-GOVBKHOK.    784-786. 
1768^  noTBm1)er^7S4. 
Union  of  colonies  on  Indian  trad^  quartering  King's  troops,  735;  repairs 
at  Fort  George,  736. 

EASL  OF  DUVHOKX,  GOVEBKOK.    736-739. 
Appointment,  assumes  office,  736. 

1770,  December  —  7S6. 

Ponible  war  with  Spsin,  quartering  King's  troops,  support  of  govem- 
mmt,  737;  Governor  declines  to  receive  salary  from  eolony,  738; 
Indian  trader  738,  739;  Qoebee  boundary,  739. 
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WnXIAH  TRTOH,  OOVXBKOR.    T>»-7n. 
Appointment,  tronaferred  fiom  North  Carolina,  asBumes  office,  739 

1774,  Jannaiy  — 740. 

Militia  Law,  fortifications  at  New  York,  qaart«ring  King's  troops, 
port  of  government,  741;  hospital  in  New  York,  742,  743;  po 
duty,  744;  Quebec  boundary,  744,  745,  746;  GoremoF  declines  aa 
new  building  for  secretary's  office,  745. 

1775,  Jaanaxy— 740. 

Maesachusetta  boundary,  747,  752;  Quebec  boundary,  747,  750; 
Jersey  boundary,  747;  repairs  to  mansion  house,  fort  and  bat 
748,  750;  support  of  government,  748;  quartering  King's  tr 
748,  753;  inspection  of  provisions,  counterfeit  money,  749; 
creasing  judicial  salaries,  750;  purchase  of  brass  caimoa  and 
powder,  750,  751 ;  relations  with  Mohawks,  751. 

1774,  January  — 768. 

Mansion  house  destroyed  by  fire,  753,  756;  appropriation  for  Gover 
relief,  754;  Massachusetts  boundary,  754,  757;  Quebec  bouni 
755,  756,  757;  support  of  govemment,  quartering  Bang's  troops. 
New  Hampshire  grants,  756;  road  from  New  York  to  Hart: 
767;  purchase  of  gunpowder,  rebuilding  govemment  house,  i 
of  Justice  Lodlow  for  loss  by  fire,  758;  Governor  Tryon  go€ 
England,  769. 

CADWALUDrat  COLDEN,  LIEUTEHABT-OOVBRiraB.    7SS-77B. 

1775,  January—  7B0, 

Support  of  govemment,  759;  crisis  in  colonial  afEurs,  760;  Peni 
vania  boundary,  761;  settlements  in  northeastern  part  of  prov 
762;  master  of  rolls  appointed,  repairs  at  Fort  George,  repaii 
secretary's  office,  763;  disorders  in  Cumberland  county,  Qu 
boundary,  764;  Assmibly  demands  heme  rule,  general  note, 
Governor  Tiyon  returns,  765. 

Assembly  dissolved,  last  oolonial  Assranbly,  765. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  COLONIAL  PESIOD,  OENEBAL  HOTS.  778. 
James  Robertson  appointed  Governor,  779;  Treaty  of  Peace,  indep 
ence  of  colonies,  British  evacuate  New  ToA,  General  Washin 
and  Oovfflnor  Clinton  enter  city.  Governor  Clinton  assumes  eieci 
authority.  State  L^slature  meets  in  New  Yoi^  complete  ji 
diction  of  new  government,  780. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


EARLY  FORMS  OF  GOVERNMENT,  1633-1691. 

The  colonization  of  New  York  practically  began  in  1623, 
under  the  aospices  of  the  Tfntt^  West  India  CtMnpany, 
which  had  been  chartered  in  1621.  That  oompany  pos- 
sessed large  political,  judicial,  military  and  commercial 
powers,  and  ootil  the  Engli^  conquest  in  1664,  was  in  sub- 
stantial control  of  colonial  affairs  snbiject  to  supervision 
and  regulation  by  the  States  General  of  Holland.  There 
was  no  legislature  authorized  to  make  laws  for  the  colony 
until  1683,  and  during  the  period  between  the  beginning  of 
colonization  and  the  first  assranbly,  colonial  affairs  were 
practically  administered  by  a  governor  and  council.  Dur- 
ing this  period  of  sixty  years  there  was  often  much  dis- 
content, and  the  people  frequently  complained  of  the  arbi- 
trary powers  exercised  by  the  governors. 

The  people  sought  in  various  ways  to  obtain  a  share  in 
the  govermn^it,  claiming  it  as  a  right  because  it  was  en- 
joyed in  England  and  the  Netherlands,  and  also  asserting 
it  as  necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  people  from  the  conse- 
quences of  the  oppression  by  the  governors.  Some  relief 
was  obtained  from  time  to  time,  but  it  was  fragmentary, 
oft«i  only  temporary,  and  at  no  time  prior  to  1683  did  it 
reach  the  dignity  of  legislative  power  vested  in  representa- 
tives of  the  people. 

Twelve  Men.    In  1641  the  masters  and  heads  of  families, 

in  response  to  the  governor's  invitation,  chose  a  body 

of  Twelve  Men  to  advise  the  governor  concerning  the 

proper  ooorse  to  be  pnrsued  in  relation  to  pending  trouble 

[1] 
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with  the  Indiims.  This  body  demanded  certain  refon 
the  administration,  part  of  which  were  promised,  bu 
governor  was  evidently  not  willing  to  share  his  auth 
with  the  Twelve  Men,  and  within  lees  than  six  months 
their  selection  they  were  prohibited  from  holding  any 
meetings. 

Eight  Men.  In  September,  1643,  the  people  chc 
body  known  as  the  Eight  Men,  with  whom  the  govi 
was  expected  to  consult  on  various  public  affairs, 
body  considered  and  acted  npon  several  questions  rel 
to  the  administration,  and  exercised  some  legislativi 
thority.    It  continued  in  existence  about  a  year. 

Nine  Men.  In  1647  under  Governor  Stuyvesa: 
body  kaown  as  tbe  Nine  Men  was  chosen,  and  vested 
certain  administrative  and  judicial  powers.  This  es 
ment  was  more  successful  than  its  predecessors  oi 
same  kind,  but  it  continued  scarcely  five  y^rs. 

Duke  of  York.  The  patent  issued  by  Charles  1 
the  Duke  of  York  in  1664,  by  which  he  became  Propr 
of  the  colony,  vested  in  him  "  full  and  absolute  powei 
authority  to  correct,  punish,  pardon,  govern  and  rule  ' 
inhabitants  of  the  colony.  There  was  no  provision  i 
le^slatnre. 

Hempstead  Convention.  In  March,  1665,  delej 
from  Long  Island  and  Westchester  county  met  in 
VCTition  at  Hempstead.  Other  parts  of  the  colony 
not  represented.  The  convention  had  no  legislative  pt 
but  it  was  expected  that  the  delegates  would  give  the 
emor  "  their  advice  and  information  in  the  settlemei 
good  and  known  laws  within  this  government."  A 
of  laws  known  as  the  Duke's  Laws  was  promulgated  by 
convention  on  the  first  of  March,  1665. 

Petition  to  Court  of  Assizes.  In  November,  166 
petition  was  presented  to  the  Court  of  Assizes  by  re 
sentatives  from  various  parts  of  the  colony,   in  w 
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it  was  set  f  ortii  tiiat  by  the  terms  of  the  Articles  of  Capitu- 
lation upon  tJie  English  eonqaest  of  the  colony  in  1664  the 
people  had  been  promised  "  all  the  privileges  of  his  Maj- 
esty's other  English  subjects  in  America,"  and  it  was 
claimed  that  "  participation  in  legislation  was  one  of  these 
privileges."  The  petition  was  rejected,  and  ordered  to  be 
burned  by  the  public  hangman. 

Duke  Rejects  Propositions  for  Assembly.  During  the  next 
five  years  the  agitation  for  a  general  assembly  continued, 
hut  without  produdng  any  tangible  results.  For  several 
years  the  Duke  rejected  all  propositions  for  an  assembly. 
On  the  6tb  of  April,  1675,  writing  to  Governor  Andros,  the 
Duke  said: 

"  Touching  General  Assemblies  which  the  people  there 
seem  desirous  of  in  imitation  of  their  neighbor  colonies,  I 
think  you  have  done  well  to  discourage  any  motion  of  that 
kind,  both  as  being  not  at  all  comprehended  in  your  Instruc- 
tions, nor  indeed  consistent  with  the  form  of  government 
already  established,  nor  necessary  for  the  ease  or  redress 
of  any  grievance  that  may  happen,  since  that  may  be  as 
easily  obtained,  by  any  petition  or  other  address  to  you  at 
their  General  Assizes  (which  is  once  a  year)  where  the 
same  persons  (as  Justices)  are  usually  present,  who  in  all 
probability  would  be  their  Representatives  if  another  con- 
stitution  were  allowed." 

Again  in  another  letter  to  the  Governor,  bearing  date 
January  28,  1676,  the  Duke  said: 

**  I  have  formerly  writ  to  you  teaching  Assemblies  in 
those  countries  and  have  since  observed  what  several  of 
yonr  latest  letters  hint  aboat  that  matter.  But  unless  you 
had  offered  what  qualifications  are  usual  and  proper  to 
snch  Assemblies,  I  cannot  but  suspect  they  would  be  of 
dangerous  consequence,  nothing  being  more  known  then  the 
aptness  of  such  bodies  to  assume  to  tiiemselves  many  privi- 
leges which  prove  destructive  to,  or  very  oft  disturb,  the 
peace  of  the  government  wherein  they  are  allowed.  Neither 
do  I  see  any  use  of  them  which  is  not  as  well  provided  for, 
whilst  you  and  your  council  govern  according  to  the  laws 
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established  ( thereby  presemng  every  man's  property 
violate)  and  whilst  all  things  that  need  redress  may 
sure  of  finding  it,  either  at  tiie  Quarter  Sessions  or 
other  legal  and  ordinary  ways,  or  lastly  by  appeal  to  z 
self.  But  howsoever  if  you  continue  of  the  same  opini 
I  shall  be  ready  to  consider  of  any  proposals  you  shall  8( 
to  that  purpose." 

Dyer's  Case.  The  movement  for  a  representative  asst 
biy  received  a  fresh  impetus  from  the  circumstan 
attMiding  the  indictment  of  William  Dyer,  collector 
New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1681  on  a  charge  of  h 
treason  in  assuming  to  collect  duties  without  lawful 
thority,  the  defect  consisting  in  the  fact  that  Gover 
Andros,  who  had  gone  to  England,  had  neglected  to  le 
adequate  instructions  for  the  collection  of  duties.  W. 
brought  to  trial  Dyer  questioned  the  authority  of 
court,  and  was  thereupon  sent  to  England  to  be  dealt  v 
according  to  the  King's  pleasure.  One  result  of  the  D 
incident,  and  perhaps  the  cluef  result  so  far  as  it  affec 
the  political  situation,  was  a  petition  for  an  assembly  wl 
was  sent  to  the  Duke  of  York  by  the  diief  officers  of 
colony. 

Duke  Intimates  a  Change  of  Opinion.  This  petition  < 
dently  produced  an  important  effect  on  colonial  aSa 
for  on  February  11,  1682,  Sir  John  Werden,  the  Dot 
secretary,  said  in  a  letter  to  Anthony  BrockhoUs,  who  1 
been  left  in  c^rge  of  affairs  in  New  York : 

"  Though  I  cannot  yet  positively  assure  you  that  it 
be  so,  yet  I  may  hint  to  you  that  we  believe  his  R< 
Highness  will  condescend  to  the  desires  of  thaA  Colony 
granting  them  equal  privileges,  in  choosing  an  Assen 
&c  as  the  other  English  plantations  in  America  have, 
if  this  be  it  will  be  upon  a  supposition  that  the  inhabit: 
will  agree  to  raise  money  to  discharge  the  public  de 
and  to  settle  such  a  fund  for  the  future  as  may  be  suflBc 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  garrison  and  govemm 
Wherefore  you  are  privately  to  sound  the  inclinationf 
_  the  principal  inhabitants  there  upon  this  great  point." 
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March  28  following,  the  Dnke  also  wrote  to  Lient^iant 
Brockholla  confirming  what  had  heen  written  by  Secretary 
Werden,  and  said  he  intended  to  "  establish  such  a  form  of 
government  at  New  York  as  shall  have  all  the  advantages 
and  privileges  to  the  inhabitants  and  traders  tiiere,  which 
His  Majesty's  other  plantations  in  America  do  enjoy,  par- 
ticularly in  the  choosing  of  an  assembly,  and  in  all  other 
things  as  near  aa  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land." The  Dnke  also  suggested  that  in  consideration  of 
his  granting  an  assembly,  he  would  expect  the  people  to 
provide  certain  funds  for  public  purposes. 

Thomaa  Dongan  Appointed  Governor.  The  next  step  in 
the  evolatiou  of  popular  government  was  the  appointment 
of  Thomas  Dongan  as  governor  of  the  colony. 

G-ovemor  Dongan,  who  was  then  forty-eight  jeaxa  of 
age,  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  leading  families  of  Ire- 
land, and  had  served  several  years  in  the  French  army 
under  Louis  XIV,  being  Colonel  of  an  Irish  regiment 
According  to  the  Parliamentary  Journals  of  January,  1678, 
Charles  IE  had,  a  short  time  previously,  issued  an  order 
requiring  all  his  English  subjects  to  leave  France;  and  it 
seems  that  In  consequence  of  this  order  Col.  Dongan  re- 
turned to  England  sometime  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1677.  Dongan  was  soon  afterwards  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Govemor  of  Tangiers,  where  he  remained  until  1680,  when 
he  was  recalled.  His  commission  as  Governor  of  New  York 
bears  date  September  30,  1682,  and  the  accompanying  in- 
structions defining  his  duties  in  detail  were  issued  January 
27,  1683.    {N.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  Vol.  HI,  pages  328,  331.) 

Colonial  affairs  apparently  did  not  need  immediate  at- 
tention, for  Governor  Dongan  did  not  arrive  in  New  York 
until  August  25,  1683,  nearly  eleven  months  after  his 
appointment. 

Assembly  Granted.  The  intimation  contained  in  the 
foregoing  letters  from  Secretary  "Werden  and  the  Dnke 
of  York  early  in  1682,  that  the  petition  for  an  assembly 
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would  soon  be  granted,  took  positive  form  in  an  expre 
grant  of  an  tissembly  in  the  Duke's  instruction  to  Go 
emor  Dongan,  already  noted.  These  instructions  containi 
a  complete  scheme  for  a  legislature  composed  of  the  go 
emor,  his  conncil,  whi<^  for  this  purpose  became  a  legi 
lative  council,  and  an  assembly  chosen  by  the  people.  T! 
Duke,  the  Proprietor  of  the  colony,  witJi  absolute  powe 
of  government,  except  as  affected  by  the  laws  of  Englai 
and  in  certain  cases  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  crown,  1 
the  instructions  to  Governor  Dongan  granted  to  the  peop 
of  the  colony  legislative  power,  by  the  following  provisioi 

*'  You  are  also  with  advice  of  my  Council  with  all  eo: 
venient  speed  after  your  arrival  there,  in  my  name  to  issi 
out  Writs  or  warrants  of  Summons  to  the  several  Sherif 
or  other  proper  Officers  in  every  part  of  your  said  gover 
ment,  wherein  you  shall  express  that  I  have  thought  fit  thi 
there  shall  be  a  General  Assembly  of  all  tiie  Freeholder 
by  the  persons  who  they  shall  choose  to  represent  them  i 
order  to  consulting  witii  yourself  and  the  said  Counc 
what  laws  are  fit  and  necessary  to  be  made  and  establishe 
for  the  good  weal  and  government  of  Uie  said  Colony  an 
its  Dependendes,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  tiiereof,  an 
yon  shall  issue  out  the  said  Writ  or  Siunmons  at  lea^ 
thirty  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  < 
the  said  Assembly,  which  time  and  also  the  place  of  ^ei 
meeting  (which  I  intend  shall  be  in  New  York)  shall  als 
be  mentioned  and  expressed  in  the  said  Writ  or  Smnmon; 
and  you  with  advice  of  my  said  Conncil  are  to  take  care  t 
issue  out  so  many  writs  or  summons  and  to  such  officeri 
in  every  part,  not  exceeding  eighteen,  so  that  the  planter 
or  inhabitants  of  every  part  of  the  said  government  ma 
have  convenient  notice  thereof  and  attend  at  sudi  eleotior 
if  they  shall  Uiink  fit.  And  when  the  said  Assembly  s 
elected  shall  be  met  at  the  time  and  place  directed,  yoi 
shall  let  them  know  that  for  the  future  it  is  my  resolutio: 
that  the  said  General  Assembly  shall  have  free  liberty  t 
consult  and  debate  among  iliemselves  all  matters  as  shal 
be  apprehended  proper  to  be  established  for  laws  for  tli' 
good  government  of  the  said  Colony  of  New  York  and  i< 
Depraidencies,  and  that  if  such  laws  shall  be  propoiinde( 
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08  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  for  the  manifest  good  of  the 
Comitry  in  general  and  not  prejudicial  to  me,  1  will  assent 
unto  and  confirm  them.  In  the  passing  and  enacting  of  all 
su<di  laws  as  shall  be  agreed  unto  by  the  said  Assembly, 
which  I  will  have  called  by  the  name  of  the  Oeneral  Assem- 
bly of  my  Colony  of  New  York  and  its  Dependencies 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  (as  I  do  hereby  ordain  they  shall 
be)  presented  to  you  for  your  assent  thereunto." 

Here  was  a  general  grant  of  l^slative  power,  and  a  pro- 
vision for  the  creation  of  an  assembly  of  representatives 
of  the  people  substantially  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the 
English  Parliament,  and  practically  in  the  form  with  which 
we  are  so  familiar  under  our  constitutional  system. 

The  Governor's  duty  in  relation  to  the  consideration  of 
bills,  which  is  now  prescribed  by  article  4,  section  9  of  tiie 
Constitution,  is  set  forth  in  the  instructions  as  follows : 

"  Ton  are  to  consider  whether  the  same  be  for  the  gen- 
eral good  and  not  prejudicial  to  me;  and  if  you  find  them 
so  to  be,  then  you  are  to  give  your  assent  thereunto.  But 
if  you  shall  judge  them  iticonvenient  or  prejudicial,  you 
are  to  refuse  your  assent  thereunto,  and  in  all  cases  you 
are  to  have  a  negative  voice  to  refuse  all  Laws  that  are 
presented  to  you;  and  when  you  shall  have  given  your  con- 
sent to  such  laws  as  shall  be  so  agreed,  you  shall  by  the 
first  opportunity  transmit  the  same  to  me  under  the  hands 
of  yourself  and  Council,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  Colony, 
(which  you  are  to  use  in  passing  of  grants)  to  the  end  that 
I  may  ratify  and  confirm  the  same,  if  I  shall  approve  or 
-reject  them  if  I  do  not  think  them  reasonable.  But  the 
said  laws  bo  assented  unto  by  you,  shall  be  good  and  bind- 
ing until  such  time  as  I  shall  cause  my  dislike  of  and  refusal 
to  pass  them  to  be  signified  unto  you,  and  from  thenceforth 
the  same  shall  cease  and  be  null  and  void  to  all  int^Lts." 

The  experimental  character  of  the  new  form  of  govern- 
ment appears  in  the  following  provision : 

"And  I  do  also  give  you  power  from  time  to  time  to 
cause  the  said  General  Assembly  to  be  summoned,  which  I 
also  authorize  you  to  adjourn  or  dissolve  as  you  shall  see 
reason  and  cause." 
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The  sn^eetiou  in  the  letters  from  Secretaiy  Werden 
the  Dnke  the  previous  year  that  if  an  Aasranbly  vi 
granted  the  people  would  be  expected  to  provide  funds 
administering  the  govermuent,  fomid  expression  in  % 
in  the  following  provision  relating  to  revenue  bills : 

"And  I  do  further  direct  you  not  to  pass  any  law  u] 
any  occasion  whatsoever  for  raising  any  public  revei 
unless  express  mention  be  made  therein  that  the  samt 
levied  and  granted  unto  me,  or  unto  me  for  the  supp 
of  the  govemmMit  or  to  such  uses  as  tiie  said  law  si 
appoint.  And  you  are  as  mud»  as  in  you  lyeth  to  fc 
effectual  care  that  there  may  be  a  constant  establishm 
for  raising  of  money  sufficient  to  support  and  maint 
the  charge  of  the  government  of  those  parts  both  ci 
fmd  military;  and  also  that  tiaere  may  be  money  raised  : 
paying  and  discharging  the  arrears  now  due  to  the  offic< 
and  soldiers  and  other  expenses  of  the  government.  A 
are  not  to  suffer  any  public  money  whatsoever  to  be  issr 
or  disposed  of  otherwise  than  by  a  warrant  under  yc 
hand.  •  •  •  •  And  you  are  not  to  pass  any  laws 
do  any  act  by  grant,  settlement  or  otherwise  whereby  i 
revenue  may  be  remitted,  lessened  or  impaired,  without  I 
especial  leave  or  commands  therein." 

Temporary  laws  were  restricted  by  the  following  pi 


"And  it  is  my  express  will  and  pleasure  that  all  \a^ 
whatsoever  for  the  good  government  and  support  of  n 
said  colony  of  New  York  with  its  dependencies  be  made  i 
definite  aiui  without  limitation  of  time,  except  the  same  1 
for  a  temporaiy  end,  and  which  shall  expire  and  have  i 
full  effect  withm  a  certain  time." 

It  will  be  observed  Uiat  the  legislative  power  grantt 
to  tie  Assembly  wm  to  be  shared  with  the  Governor  an 
Council,  who  were  also  constituent  elements  of  the  legisli 
tare.  The  instructions  expressly  granted  to  the  membei 
of  the  coundl  "  freedom  of  debates  and  vote  in  all  affaii 
of  public  concern." 
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1683.    A8SBMBLT  CHOSEN. 


THOMAS  DONGAN.  Governor. 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  Governor  Dongan  arrived 
in  New  York  on  the  25th  of  August,  1683.  He  acted 
promptly  in  relation  to  an  Ass^nbly,  and  on  the  13th  of 
September  writs  were  issued  for  the  election  of  eighteen 
retpresentatives  apportioned  as  follows:  Staten  Island, 
Schenectady  and  Pemaquid,  one  eachj  Martha's  Vineyard 
and  Nantncket  together,  one ;  Esopus  and  each  of  the  three 
ridings  on  Long  Island,  two  each;  Albany  with  Eens- 
selaerwyck,  two,  and  New  York  with  Harlem,  four.  The 
writs  were  returnable  the  17th  of  October,  and  the  Assem- 
bly was  required  to  meet  on  that  day  at  Fort  James  in 
New  York. 

First  Meeting  of  Assembly.  The  Assembly  met  in  New 
York  on  the  17th  of  October,  1683.  Its  records  are  lost, 
and  the  names  of  its  members  have  not  been  pre- 
served, except  that,  according  to  the  bills  passed  by  it, 
Mathias  NicoUs  of  New  York  was  speaker,  and  John 
Spragge,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  council,  was  clerk. 
Oae  member — perhaps  from  Pemaquid,  a  r^note  settle- 
ment on  the  coast  of  Maine  —  was  not  present.  Seventeen 
representatives  appeared,  and  thus  oonstitnted  the  first 
Assembly  in  New  York. 

The  Counral  was  then  composed  of  six  members:  An- 
thony BrockhoUs,  Frederick  Flypsen,  Stephen  Van  Court- 
land,  Lucas  Santen,  John  Spragge  and  John  Youngs.  That 
Council  sustained  the  same  relation  to  the  Colonial  Legis- 
lature that  the  House  of  Lords  sustained  and  still  sustains 
to  the  English  Parliament,  and  that  the  Senate  sustains 
to  the  Assranbly  under  the  Constitution. 

Here  was  instituted  the  first  L^slature,  composed  of 
twenly-four  men  —  the  Governor,  the  Council  and  seven- 

[9] 
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tew  Members  of  Assembly.  The  loss  of  the  journal  of 
Assembly,  and  the  meager  references  to  its  proceeding 
contemporaneous  history,  make  it  impossible  to  give  t 
tailed  statement  of  the  procedure  at  its  first  meeting 
had  long  been  the  custom  in  England  for  the  King  to  i 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons  toge 
at  the  opMiing  of  Parliament,  and  in  their  presence  de 
a  speech  relating  to  public  affairs.  The  House  of  ( 
mons  thereupon  chose  a  speaker  who  was  presented  U 
King  for  his  approval.  We  shall  see  when  examining 
proceedings  of  the  revived  Assembly  in  1691,  and  o: 
successors  till  1823,  that  the  procedure  at  the  openin 
Parliament  was  closely  followed  at  the  first  meeting  oj 
Assembly. 

The  Colonial  Legislature  having  been  constructed  oi 
parliamentary  model,  it  may  fairly  be  assumed  that 
liamentary  procedure  was  followed  at  the  opening  of 
first  Assembly  on  the  17th  of  October,  1683,  and  that ' 
emor  Dongan  in  the  presence  of  both  houses  deliver' 
speech,  reciting  the  inauguration  of  the  legislative  sys 
and  recommending  specific  subjects  for  the  considera 
of  the  Legislature.  Wbat  recommendations  were  mad 
any,  we  do  not  know.  The  Legislature  passed  fifteen  '. 
which  were  approved  by  the  Governor,  and  it  is  fai 
suppose  that  some  of  them  were  recommended  by  him. 

The  bills  passed  at  this  session  include  the  Charte 
Liberti^  and  Privil^es,  which  was  once  approved 
James  as  Duke  of  York,  but  was  afterwards  vetoed  by 
when  he  became  King.  Laws  were  enacted  relating  tc 
following  subjects :  Revenue,  compensation  of  Member 
Assembly,  division  of  the  Province  into  shires  and  c 
tiM,  naturalization,  abrogating  existing  provisions  a 
country  rates  and  fees  of  justices,  settling  courts  of  jus 
preventing  willful  perjury,  providing  for  municipal 
ation  and  the  support  of  the  poor,  rewards  for  the  dest 
tion  of  wolves,  preventing  swine  from  running  at  la 
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legal  procedure  in  certain  cases,  confinning  titles  to  certain 
real  estate,  providing  for  a  present  to  the  Governor,  and 
preventing  frande  In  the  conveyances  of  lands.  The  test 
of  these  laws  may  be  found  in  Volume  1  of  the  Colonial 
Laws  as  compiled  by  the  Statutory  Eevision  Commission 
and  published  iu  1897. 

leS^   OCIOBES.    PIBST  DONGAB  ASSEHBLT,  SECOND  SESSIDIT. 

The  first  Dongan  Assembly  began  its  second  session  on 
the  2l8t  of  October,  1684,  according  to  adjoummwit.  Its 
ioomal  has  not  been  presetted.  Mathias  Nicolls  was  con- 
tinued as  speaker,  and  Robert  Hammond  was  chosen  clerk. 
There  is  no  record  of  a  speech  by  the  Governor. 

Thirty-one  laws  were  passed,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
brief  summary :  Explaining  the  judiciary  act  of  1683,  l^al 
procedure,  authorizing  persons  twenty-one  years  of  age  to 
convey  lands,  and  persons  fourteen  years  of  age  to  choose 
guardians,  prohibiting  common  baratry,  champerty  and 
maLntenance,  r^rulatiog  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, the  election  of  constables,  punishing  fugitive  serv- 
ants, preventing  deceits  and  forgeries,  purchasing  Indian 
lands,  prescribing  marriage  procedure,  concerning  cattle, 
cornfields  and  fences,  regulating  burials,  assignment  of 
specialties,  qualifications  of  brewers,  orphans,  regulating 
certain  real  estate  actions,  requiring  justices  to  attend 
court;  masters,  servants,  slaves,  laborers  and  apprentices, 
arrest  on  civil  process,  the  militia,  proceedings  on  judg- 
ments, proceedings  on  judgments  of  former  courts,  sale  of 
cordwood,  relating  to  a  present  to  the  Governor  as  pro- 
vided by  the  act  of  1683,  encouraging  trade  and  navigation, 
preventing  damage  from  casting  ballast  into  rivers,  com- 
pensation of  judges,  "Westchester  Court  of  Sessions,  eon- 
firming  mortgages  made  before  the  restoration  of  Charles[ 
n,  explaining  revenue  bill  of  1683,  and  oonfirming  certain 
jodgmentB  of  former  courts. 
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1886.    SECOHD  DOHGAN  ASSEHBLT,  FIBST  SESSION. 

Charles  II  died  the  6th  of  February,  1685,  and  the  D\ 
of  York  therenpon  became  James  U  of  England.  His  re 
tion  to  the  colony  of  New  York  was  thereby  changed  fr 
that  of  a  proprietor  to  that  of  a  sovereign.  King  Jan 
formally  commnnicated  this  change  to  Governor  Donj 
in  a  letter  dated  March  5,  1685,  in  which  the  King  si 
that  by  reason  of  the  death  of  Charles  the  propriety  of  ' 
colony,  which  had  been  vested  in  him  by  letters  patent  f r 
Charles,  ' '  ie  now  wholly  devolved  npon  Our  Royal  pers 
and  annexed  to  Our  other  Dominions."  The  govemmi 
of  the  colony  was  to  be  continued  as  under  previous  instr 
tions  until  further  notice. 

In  May  following  writs  of  election  were  issued  to 
vacancies  in  the  Assembly  from  several  countiee,  but  aft 
wards,  the  question  arose  whether  the  death  of  Char 
had  not  worked  a  dlasolution  of  the  Assembly.  Beli< 
ing  that  the  Assembly  had  been  dissolved  by  the  det 
of  the  King,  Governor  Dongan  on  the  13th  of  Augu 
1685,  issued  a  proclamation  dissolving  It,  and  on  1 
17th  of  August  and  the  2d  of  September  writs 
election  were  issued  for  a  new  Assembly.  The  Asseml 
was  required  to  meet  on  the  20th  of  October  following, 
that  day  the  new  Assembly  met  and  elected  William  P 
borne  speaker  and  Bobert  Hammond  clerk.  The  records 
this  Assembly  are  also  lost,  and  it  is  therefore  not  d 
nitely  known  whether  the  Governor  delivered  a  speech 
the  beginning  of  its  deliberations. 

It  passed  six  laws,  namely,  to  prevent  Sabbath  break! 
against  swearing  and  cursing,  against  drunkenness,  prov 
ing  for  monthly  courts,  removal  of  courts  from  Gravese 
to  Flatbu^,  and  authorizing  local  ordinances  as  to  swi 
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1686.    ASSEHBLY  DISCONTIHIIED. 

The  AsBembly  of  1685  was  adjourned  to  Uie  25th.  of  Sep- 
tember, 1686,  and  on  the  4th  of  September  was  again  pro- 
rogued to  the  25th  of  March,  1687,  but  on  the  20th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1687,  the  ABBembly  was  dissolved.  This  diesolution 
was  the  result  of  a  new  commission  issued  by  the  King  to 
Governor  Dongan,  bearing  date  June  10,  1686,  and  whidi 
was  received  in  New  York  on  the  14th  of  September,  after 
tbe  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to  the  followuig  March. 
By  this  commission  the  Assembly  was  in  effect,  though  not 
in  terms,  discontinued,  and  the  following  provision  was 
made  for  legislation  in  the  colony : 

"And  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power 
and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  said 
Council  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  make,  constitute  and 
ordain  laws,  statutes  and  ordinances  for  the  public  peace, 
welfare  and  good  government  of  our  said  Province  and  of 
the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof  and  snch  others  as  shall 
resort  thereto,  and  for  the  bwiefit  of  us,  our  heirs  and 


"  Which  said  laws,  statutes  and  ordinances  are  to  be  (as 
near  as  conveniently  may  be)  agreeable  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  Our  Kingdom  of  England. 

"  Provided  that  all  such  laws,  statutes  and  ordinances  of 
what  nature  or  duration  soever  be  within  three  months  or 
sooner  after  the  making  thereof  transmitted  mito  as  under 
our  seal  of  New  York  for  our  allowance  and  approbation 
of  them,  as  also  duplicates  thereof  by  the  nest  conveyance." 

The  commission  also  vested  in  the  (Jovemor  and  Council 
power  to  levy  and  raise  necessary  taxes  for  tbe  support  of 
the  government.  This  commission  eliminated  the  Assembly 
from  the  l^slative  system,  and  restored  the  early  policy 
under  which  Ihe  Governor  and  Council  exercised  full  l^s- 
lative  power,  subject  to  the  royal  veto. 
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leea  leisles^  assekblt. 

JACOB  LEISLE:R,  Acting  Lieutenant-Governor. 

By  the  death  of  Charles  II,  which  occurred  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1685,  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  bee; 
James  II  of  England.  On  the  11th  of  December,  li 
James  abandoned  the  throne,  and  as  a  result  Willlan 
Orange  and  his  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  the  Duke,  beci 
sovereigns  of  England  on  the  13th  of  February,  1689. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1688,  Edmund  Andros  receive 
commission  as  Governor  of  New  England,  which,  by 
terms,  included  New  York.  This  union  was  distastefu 
the  people  of  the  colonies  who  desired  to  retain  and  en 
their  former  charters.  In  April,  1689,  Governor  And 
was  seized  and  imprisoned  in  Boston.  Francis  Nichol; 
had  been  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  with  Goven 
Andros,  and  when  the  latter  went  to  Boston  in  the  aatu 
of  1688  was  left  in  charge  of  affairs  in  New  York.  H 
Lieutenant-Governor  was  apparently  not  able  to  cont 
affairs  in  the  Province  which  had  become  seriously  t 
turbed  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  government  in  E: 
land,  and  doubtless  also  in  consequ^ice  of  the  absence 
Governor  Andros. 

Jacob  Leisler  took  advantage  of  the  sitoation  a 
usurped  executive  authority  in  New  York,  ultimately 
snming  and  attempting  to  exercise  the  powers  which  1 
longed  to  a  Governor  commissioned  by  the  crown.  Nich 
son  sailed  for  England  in  June,  1689,  leaving  Leisler  pr 
tically  master  of  the  field  with  Andros  a  prisoner  in  B. 
ton.  Leisler  proclaimed  the  accession  and  sovereignty 
William  and  Mary,  chose  a  Council  and  assumed  to  adm 
ister  the  government  according  to  the  forms  with  which  t 
colony  was  familiar.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1690, 
issued  writs  for  an  election  of  Members  of  an  Assemb 
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The  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  Volnme  2,  page 
42,  contains  the  following  writ  issued  to  the  city  and  coimty 
of  New  York : 

"Whereas,  there  is  a  great  necessity  to  settle  the  affairs 
of  the  province,  in  a  more  especial  manner  than  hitherto 
hath  been  thought  requisite,  and  the  attacks  of  the  French 
at  Schenectady  calling  for  more  than  ordinary  succours. 

"  These  are  in  their  Majesties  King  Willif^'s  name,  to 
will  and  reqnire  you  to  elect  and  make  choice  of  two  proper 
and  fit  persons  to  repair  forthwith  to  this  city,  empower- 
ing them  as  your  representatives  to  consult,  debate  and 
conclude  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  thought 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  this  government  in  this  present 
eonjunctare,  of  which  you  are  not  to  fail,  as  you  will  answer 
the  same  at  your  peril." 

The  people  did  not  respond  to  this  invitation  to  choose 
on  Assembly,  and  on  the  8th  of  April  Leisler  issued  new 
writs,  to  which  there  was  a  general  response. 

This  Assembly  met  in  New  York  on  the  22d  of  April, 
1690,  but  it  seems  that  the  minutes  of  its  prooeedings  have 
not  heen  preserved.  It  appears,  however,  from  oontempo- 
raneoos  correspondence  that  the  Assembly  met  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Walters,  Leisler's  son-in-law,  who  was  a  rep- 
resentative from  New  York,  and  that  John  Spratt  was 
chosen  speaker.  It  does  not  appear  whether  tiiere  was  any 
speech  by  Leisler,  who  had  assxmied  the  title  as  w^  as  tiie 
functions  of  Lieutenant-Governor.  Parliam^itary  routine 
had  not  then  become  established  in  the  colony,  but  we  may 
probably  assume  that  in  some  way  Leisler  communicated 
to  the  Assembly  the  objart  of  its  meeting,  and  the  necessity 
for  immediate  l^slation  on  spedfied  topics.  Some  of  these 
are  pointed  out  in  the  preamble  to  the  writ  of  election,  and 
this  of  itself  might  have  been  deemed  a  message  frran  the 
acting  Lieutenant-Governor  suggesting  legislation  concern- 
ing the  subjects  indicated.  The  legislation  enacted  at  this 
session  consisted  of  one  statute  imposing  a  tax  of  three 
pence  in  every  pound  for  general  public  purposes,  and  giv- 
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ing  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  colony  "  equal  freedom  tc 
and  bake  and  to  transport  where  they  please,  direct 
what  place  or  country  they  think  fit,  anything  their  p 
afford, '  *  and  providing ' '  that  the  one  place  should  hai 
more  privileges  than  the  other." 

After  a  short  session  Leisler  prorogued  the  Asse: 
to  the  1st  day  of  Sept^nber,  and  in  August  issued  wri 
election  to  fill  vacancies  in  certain  counties.  He  also  is 
a  proclamation  on  the  9th  of  August  convening  the  As 
bly  on  the  1st  of  September,  in  accordance  with  the 
vious  prorogation.  Leisler  being  absent  from  New  Y 
the  Assembly  did  not  meet  on  the  1st  of  September, 
on  the  11th  another  proclamation  was  issued  requiring 
Ass«nbly  to  meet  on  the  15th.  In  compliance  with 
proclamation  the  Leisler  Assembly  b^^n  its  second  ses 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1690.  Its  journal  has  not  1: 
preserved. 

The  legislation  enacted  at  the  second  session  include 
tax  of  three  pence  in  the  pound,  with  a  provision  for 
electicm  of  local  assessors  and  collectors,  punishing  pers 
refusing  to  serve  under  Leisler's  oommiasionB,  prohibit 
the  departure  of  any  person  from  the  colony  without  L 
ler's  consent,  regulating  the  transportation  of  prope: 
prohibiting  the  departure  of  any  person  from  the  comi! 
of  Albany  and  Ulster  without  Leisler's  permission,  i 
requiring  all  absentees  to  return  to  sucih  conntiea  wit 
fourteen  days. 

The  bills  passed  by  this  Assembly,  and  now  on  file  in 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  include  the  following: 

"Be  it  enacted  wid  it  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  O 
eral  Assembly  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  Same  that 
and  every  the  Inhabitants  of  tiiis  Province  may  enjoy  a 
receive  the  full  privilege  and  benefits  of  the  laws  of  t' 
Province  and  that  no  freeman  be  taken  or  imprisoned  1 
by  warrant  lawfully  issued  out,  and  that  all  courts  of  ju 
cature  be  duly  kept  and  observed  according  to  the  laws 
that  behalf  provided,   and  that  all  persons  imprison 
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within  any  place  of  this  Province  he  legally  tried  by  the 
laws  of  the  land  agreeing  to  the  laws  of  their  Mtqeaties' 
realm  of  England,  and  for  any  sneh  persons  who  are  fled 
out  of  this  Province  he  and  are  hereby  required  to  return 
to  their  respective  homes  and  habitations  without  trouble 
or  molestation  whatsoever — (within  three  weeks  after 
publication  hereof)  but  if  any  crimes  are  by  them  com- 
mitted that  they  be  legally  tried  before  any  courts  of  judi- 
cature within  tiiis  province  as  the  laws  do  require  and  all 
persons  BO  fled  as  aforesaid  and  shall  not  return  in  the  said 
time  shall  be  deemed  and  esteemed  as  persons  disobedient 
to  the  government." 

The  following  attestation  appears  at  the  end  of  the  bill : 

"  The  representatives  have  a^ented  to  this  bill  (after 
three  times  reading)  and  ordered  it  to  be  sent  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  bis  Council  for  their  approbation. 

JOHN  SPBATT,  Speaker," 

This  was  on  the  18th  of  September,  1690,  and,  though 
the  Legislature  continued  in  session  more  than  two  weeks, 
the  record  does  not  show  that  the  bUl  received  the  assent 
of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Council. 


1691.    ASSEMBLY  REVIVED  AHD  ESTABLXSHBD. 


HENRY  SLOUGHTER.  GoveriKH-. 

Many  of  the  troubles  that  beset  New  York  might  have 
been  averted  if  Governor  Sloughter,  who  was  appointed 
on  the  14th  of  November,  1689,  had  promptly  assumed  his 
official  duties  in  the  colony.  Comparatively  little  progress 
bad  at  this  time  been  made  by  Leisler  in  the  usurpations 
which  had  such  a  marked  effect  on  the  history  of  the  colony, 
and  which  resulted  in  his  own  execution  under  a  conviction 
of  treason.  A  year  and  four  months  elapsed  after  Gover- 
nor Sloughter's  appointment  before  he  arrived  in  New 
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York,  and  during  this  time  Leisler  had  administered  tl: 
government  'with  a  high  hand,  an  Assembly  had  bee 
choBen  nnder  his  writ,  laws  had  been  passed,  and  varioi 
functions  of  government  had  been  administered  under  tl 
direction  of  a  man  whose  assumption  of  executive  powt 
was  wholly  without  authority.  G-ovemor  Sloughter  did  m 
arrive  in  New  York  until  the  19th  of  March,  1691,  but  foi 
months  had  been  spent  on  the  voyage  from  the  Isle  ( 
Wight  by  way  of  Bermuda. 

The  accession  of  William  and  Mary  as  sovereigns  ( 
England  in  February,  1689,  marked  the  beginning  of  a  ne 
and  most  important  era  in  English  political  history.  Tl 
change  of  policy  concerning  New  York,  resulting  from  tl 
change  of  government  at  home,  was  manifested  by  t^e  pr< 
vision  in  G-ovemor  Sloughter's  commission,  authorizing  s 
Assembly,  substantially  as  provided  by  the  Duke  of  Yoi 
in  his  first  commission  to  Governor  Dongan.  Govemc 
Sloughter  was  vested  with  full  power  to  call  an  Assanbl; 
and  the  Assembly  together  with  the  Governor  and  tl 
Coimcil,  constituted  a  Colonial  Legislature.  As  in  the  cat 
of  Governor  Dongan,  Governor  Sloughter  was  given  tl 
veto  power,  and  also  the  power  to  adjourn,  prorogue,  c 
dissolve  the  Assembly.  It  may  be  remarked  here  that  th 
legislative  policy,  now  for  the  first  time  declared  by  tl 
Crown,  continued  without  change  during  the  remainder  ( 
the  colonial  period,  and  all  commissions  and  instmctioi 
to  the  colonial  governors  during  that  time  were  substa: 
tially  in  the  same  form  so  far  as  oonoems  the  structure  ai 
general  powers  of  the  Colonial  Legislature. 

New  Assembly  Called.  On  the  2l8t  of  March,  1691,  Go^ 
emor  Sloughter  issued  writs  of  election  for  an  Assembl; 
which  was  required  to  convene  on  the  9th  of  Apri 
Beginning  with  this  Assembly  and  its  colleague,  the  legii 
lative  Council,  the  journals  and  records  of  the  Legislatui 
have,  for  the  most  part,  been  preserved,  and  are  accessibi 
to  the  student. 
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The  first  r^alar  Assembly  met  on  the  9th  of  April,  as 
required  by  the  writs  of  election.  FoUowing  the  English 
parliamentary  eastern,  the  two  houses  met  in  joint  session 
and  listened  to  a  speech  by  the  Governor,  similar  in  char- 
acter to  tiie  King's  speedi  at  the  opening  of  Parliiunent. 
The  jonmal  ^ows  that  a  speech  was  delivered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  that  the  Assembly  requested  a  copy  of  it,  which 
was  promised,  but  instead  of  fnmishing  a  full  copy  the 
Governor  sent  the  following  memorandum : 

"  Mr.  Speaker,  The  business  offered  to  the  consideratitm 
of  the  Assembly  yesterday,  by  his  Excellency,  was, 

An  address  to  his  Majesty.^ 

A  committee  to  review  and  report  the  laws,  courts  and 
salaries  of  the  judges.' 

An  act  for  ministers  in  every  town,  and  their  mainte- 
nance." 

An  act,  for  quieting  of  the  late  tronbles,  and  assurance 
of  the  people  in  general,  from  any  pursuit,  saving  to  every 
one  his  particular  action.* 

The  support  of  the  garrison  at  Albany,  &o." 


1  The  address  to  the  Crown  was  approved  and  signed  on  the  6Ui  of  Maj. 
The  jonmals  do  not  contain  the  text  of  the  address. 

SA  general  judiciary  act  was  passed  on  the  6th  of  May,  1691,  chap.  4,  pro- 
Tiding  for  various  courts,  and  creating  the  supreme  court. 

S  There  was  no  legislation  on  the  subject  of  ministers  until  1603,  chap.  36, 
which  provided  for  the  settlement  and  maintenance  of  ministers  in  certain 


4TIie  Assembly  complied  with  this  reconunendation  by  enacting  a  law, 
ch^  1,  on  the  6tb  of  May,  "  for  the  quieting  and  settling  the  disorders 
that  have  lately  happened  within  this  Province,  and  for  establishing  and 
aeiniring  their  Majesties  present  government  against  the  like  disorders  for  the 

This  statute  declared  that  "there  can  be  no  power  and  authority  held  and 
exercised  over  their  Majesties'  subjects  in  their  Provinoe  and  Dominion 
but  what  must  be  derived  from  their  Majesties,  their  Heirs  and  Successors," 
and   disturbers   of  the   existing  government  were  declared   to  t>e  rebels  and 

BAn  act,  chapter  S,  was  passed  May  13,  imposing  a  tax  on  certain  goods 
brought  Into  Albany,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
local  pnrpooes. 
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The  contiimatioii  of  the  revenue,  with  such  amend 
and  additions,  as  may.  be  necessary.* 

In  which  partieularfl,  the  House  is  desired  to  pi 
with  such  expedition  as  may  be,  there  being  a  necess 
the  Q-Qvemor's  going  to  Albany,  in  a  short  time, 
recess  of  the  AssemWy,  unto  a  larger  day. 

This  is  his  Excellency's  and  the  Councils  Directio 
MATTHEW  CLARKSON,  Secret, 

To  JAKES  GRAHAM,  Esq; 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly, 
Fort  WiDiam  Henry,  AprU  10, 1691." 

At  the  Bu^estion  of  the  Assranbly,  on  the  lOtii  of  . 
it  was  agreed  that  all  communications  from  the  Gov 
and  Cotmdl  be  in  writing. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  10.  Relative  to  a  conference  committee  to 
pare  an  addreas  to  the  Crown,  and  for  other  purj 
(See  note  1.) 

April  14.    Rdative  to  the  military  establishment. 

April  15.  Recommending  an  act  to  establish  com 
judicature.    (See  note  2.) 

April  16.  Assigning  the  Attorney-General  to  draw 
for  the  Assembly.  Apparently  the  Attorney-Genera 
not  give  tiiis  assignment  much  attention.  He  went  to 
ton  without  leaving  any  subatitnte  as  draftsman  fo 
Assembly,  and  George  FareweU  was  designated  to  per 
this  service.  On  the  24th  of  April  the  Assembly  appo 
its  speaker,  James  Graham,  as  draftsman  of  its  bills. 


B  A  general  revenue  act,  chapter  11,  was  passed  on  tbe  10th  of  Usy,  in 
to  provide  funds  for  carrying  on  the  government  and  for  other  public  pu 

t  This  reoonunendation  was  embodied  in  tbe  militia  law,  chap.  G, 
Hay  6tb,  requiring  tbe  enrollment  of  all  male  persons  between  fiftee 
sixty  years  of  age,  and  also  requiring  soldiers  to  provide  themselve) 
the  necessary  arms,  accoutrements  and  ammunition.  Members  of  the  i 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York  were  authorised  ta  furnish  substitutei 
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tiie  question  was  not  settled  by  this  appointnient,  for  on  the 
9th  of  May  the  speaker  presented  to  the  Assembly  a  com- 
munication from  the  Governor  and  Council,  Bug^sting  a 
conference  as  to  the  metiiod  of  drawing  bills.  The  Assem- 
bly declined  to  join  in  the  conference  for  the  reason  that 
the  Council  had  already  assigned  tiie  Attorney-General  to 
draft  bills. 

April  18.  Informing  the  Assembly  of  the  "  many  good 
services  done  to  this  Province  by  Capt.  William  Klidd,  in 
hia  attending  here  with  his  vessels  before  his  Ezoelleoi^'s 
arrival,"  and  suggesting  "  that  it  would  be  acceptable  to 
his  Excellency  and  this  Board  that  they  consider  of  some 
soitable  reward  to  him  for  his  good  services."" 

April  20.  Bequesting  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  as 
to  the  propriety  of  granting  a  reprieve  to  Jacob  Leisler 
and  Jacob  Milbome,  convicted  of  Reason.  The  Assembly 
say  t^t  "  their  Majesties  have  only  intrusted  that  matter 
of  reprieving  with  his  Excellency  alone;  and  th^  dare  not 
presmne  to  give  their  opinion  thereupon." 

In  another  communication  to  the  Assembly  on  the  11th 
of  May  the  G-ovemor  says  he  "  understands  tiiere  is  very 
great  disquiet  and  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  people  of 
this  Province,  some  being  displeased  that  the  prisoners 
were  not  executed,  and  others  declaring  that  he  had  not 
power  to  execute  them;"  and  requests  the  opinion  of  the 
Assembly  as  to  "  what  may  be  proper  for  the  quieting  and 
securing  the  government. ' '  The  Assembly  suggested  a  con- 
ference with  the  Governor  and  CouncU,  whidi  was  agreed 
to. 

On  the  15th  the  Governor  informed  the  Assembly  that 
there  was  a  great  clamor  among  the  people  becanse  the 
prisoners  had  not  been  exeoited,  and  that  a  majority  of 
the  Assembly  having  given  their  assent  to  the  course  about 

BBf  an  ut,  ch*pter  12,  pBoaed  on  the  16th  of  Uaf,  the  AMcmbly  reoom- 
■Miid«d  that  CapUia  Kidd  b«  paid  one  hundred  and  tllj  ponnda  for  hig 
acrrjeca. 
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to  be  pursued,  it  had  been  resolved  by  the  Council  that 
well  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Indians  as  the  assertin, 
the  government  and  authority,  residing  in  his  Exeelle 
and  preventing  insurrections  and  disorders  for  ihe  fat 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  Ihat  the  sentence  pronoui 
against  the  principal  offenders,  be  forthwith  put  in 
cution."  Leisler  and  Milbome  were  executed  the  i 
moroing,  the  16th,  and  on  that  day  the  Assembly  deck 
its  approval  of  what  the  Governor  and  Conneil  had  di 

April  23.  Thanking  the  Assembly  "  for  their  great  < 
gence  "  in  expediting  public  business. 

April  23.  Recommending  that  provision  be  made 
the  support  of  the  judges  of  the  Oyer  and  Terminer 
of  the  Supreme  Courts.  The  Assembly  replied  that 
subject  of  the  courts  had  already  been  considered  in  t 
nection  with  the  act  settling  courts  of  judicature. 

April  29.  Beoommending  legislation  relative  to  " 
extravagance  of  tradesmen  and  laborers'  wages  that  w 
by  the  day  in  this  Province.'* 

May  5.  Presenting  an  engrossed  copy  of  an  address 
tbeir  Majesties,  William  and  Mary,  which  was  appro' 
and  signed  by  the  Governor  and  each  mMUber  of  the  Co 
oil  and  the  Assembly.    (See  ante,  p.  19,  note  1.) 

May  11.  Transmitting  a  memorial  from  the  coUec 
of  the  port  in  relation  to  revenue. 

May  18.  Transmitting  for  the  concurrence  of  the  , 
sesnbly  a  proclamation  *'  for  calling  back  such  as  thror 
fears  and  jealousies  have  desetied  their  habitations,  e 
assure  them  of  freedom  and  liberty  from  unlawftd  a 
vexatious  suits." 

May  18.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  their  good  s 
vices,  for  the  care  they  had  taken  of  the  Province,  and  ; 
their  kindness  towards  himself,  and  recommending  an  j 
joumment  of  the  Legislature  to  the  8th  of  September  f 
lowing.    Botix  houses  adjourned  accordmgly. 
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RICHAKD  INGOLDESBY,  Commander-in-Chief. 

By  Governor  Sloughter's  death,  which  oocurred  on  the 
23d  of  July,  1691,  the  government  was  devolved  upon  tJie 
Countul  until  some  other  person  should  be  authorized  to 
act.  On  the  26th  of  July  the  Council  considered  the  ques- 
tion of  succession,  and  determined  that  Major  Richard 
Ingoldesby,  by  virtue  of  the  commission  received  by  him 
from  the  Crown,  and  under  which  he  acted  on  his  arrival 
in  New  York  in  Jannaiy,  1691,  was  the  highest  royal 
offioer  in  the  Province;  he  was  accordingly  designated  aa 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  took  the  required  oaths.  The 
letters  patent  and  instructions  to  the  late  Governor 
Sloughter,  with  the  seal  of  the  Province,  were  delivered  to 
Major  Ingoldesby,  and  he  acted  as  Governor  until  the 
arrival  of  Governor  Fletcher  in  August,  1692.  The 
records  describe  him  as  Commander-in-Chief,  but  he  as- 
sumed and  apparently  exercised  the  ordinary  powers  of 
the  Governor,  including  the  powers  relating  to  the  legis- 
lature. 

The  AssemWy  was  adjourned  to  the  8th  of  September, 
but  no  quorum  appeared  until  the  10th,  and  no  business 
was  done  on  that  day  except  to  appoint  a  committee  to  wait 
on  the  C(»nmander-in-Chief  and  Council,  and  inquire 
whether  there  was  any  business  with  this  house,  for  the 
King  and  Country's  service. 

September  11.  There  was  no  speech  by  the  Conunander- 
in-Chief  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  but  on  this  day  the 
following  communication  was  sent  to  the  Assembly: 

"The  first  thing  offered  to  their  consideration  is  the 
maintenance  and  defence  of  the  frontiers  at  Albany,  this 
following  winter;  which  in  their  opinion  requireth  a  more 
conuderable  force  than  what  is  already  provided.' 

1  Ax  met,  chap.  IB,  wu  pwued  tm  the  29th  of  September,  providing  one 
~.  Jlf^  men  for  tlie  defence  of  Albany. 
(231 
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And  that  Major  Schuyler's  late  expedition  to  CaDa< 
which  hath  proved  very  snccessfnl,  hath  cost  above  ele^ 
hundred  pounds,  the  accounts  whereof  shall  be  preseni 
to  their  House  if  desired;  that  this  charge  is  more  tt 
what  can  be  supported  by  the  present  revenue;  and  tl 
they  would  consider  of  some  method  of  raising  money  1 
defra^g  the  extraordinary  charges  of  the  govermne 
oocaaioned  by  the  war." 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

The  following  conmixmlcations  from  the  Commander- 
Chief  and  Council  were  presented  to  the  Assembly : 

Sept^nber  26,  28.  On  the  26th  the  Assembly  sent  a  co 
munication  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Council  t 
pressing  the  opluion  that  the  sins  of  the  people  had  brou^ 
upon  them  the  displeasure  of  Almighty  God,  whitii  h 
been  manifested  by  the  "burthensome  war  and  a  bit 
upon  the  com,"  and  recommending  that  a  day  "  of  fi 
and  humiliation"  be  observed  once  in  each  month  un 
the  following  Jane.  On  the  28th  the  Commander-in-Chi 
and  Council  directed  that  proclamation  throughout  t 
wholeProvince  be  made,  setting  apart  the  first Wednesd; 
of  each  month  until  the  following  June,  as  a  fast  day,  ai 
prohibiting  any  servile  labor  thereon. 

October  2.  The  Commander-in-Chief  adjourned  tl 
Assembly  until  the  19th  of  April,  1692. 


leea.  apkil.  fisst  assbhblt,  thikd  session. 


RICHARD  INGOLDESBY,  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  minutes  of  ttie  Assembly  for  this  session  are  mis 
ing.  The  Coun(Hl  records  show  that  on  the  20th  of  Apr 
a  committee  from  the  Assembly  notified  the  Commande 
in-Chief  and  Council  that  it  was  ready  for  business,  an 
that  a  ccsumonication  was  thereupon  sent  to  the  Assembl; 
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relatins  chiefly  to  the  defence  of  Albany,  and  tiiat  when 
Governors  should  be  appointed  to  the  neighboring  Prov- 
inces application  would  be  made  to  them  for  assistance  in 
defending  the  northern  frontier  of  New  York.  An  act  was 
passed  at  thie  eession  {April  29)  providing  for  the  enlist- 
ment of  two  hundred  men  for  the  defence  of  Albany. 

April  29.  The  Commander-in-Chief  exhibited  to  the 
Assembly  letters  showing  the  necessity  of  immediate  nego- 
tiations for  the  purpose  of  preserving  friendly  relations 
with  the  Indians.  The  Assembly  recommended  that  pro- 
vision be  made  for  a  present  to  the  Indians. 

April  29.  The  Assembly  was  adjonmed  to  the  16th  of 
August,  1692. 


1698.    AUGUST.    FISST  AS5EMBLT,  FOUSTH  SESSION. 

RICHARD  INGOLDESBY,  Commander-m-Chief. 
BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

As  already  noted,  the  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to 
the  16th,  but  no  quorum  appeared  until  the  nest  day. 
Major  Ingoldesby,  the  Conunander-in-Chief,  was  the  ex- 
ecutive head  of  the  province  during  the  first  part  of  this 
session. 

Governor  Fletcher  was  appointed  on  the  18th  of  March, 
1692.  He  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  30th  of  August,  and 
immediatdy  took  the  oath  and  assmned  the  duties  of  his 
office.  On  the  21st  of  October,  1692,  he  was  also  appointed 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  held  that  <^oe  until  Au- 
gust 20,  1694,  when  his  commission  was  reveled.  He  re- 
tired from  ttie  oflce  of  Governor  of  New  York,  April  2, 
1698,  having  spent  thirty-five  years  in  the  public  service. 

Angust  17.  The  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  presence  of 
both  Houses  delivered  the  following 
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OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gehtleken.—  I  did  expect  before  this  time  to  ha 
met  with  the  settlement  intended  by  their  Majesties  f 
this  government,  but  that  being  not  yet  arrived  the  ca 
thereof  continues  still  with  me.  I  do  therefore  acquai 
you  tiiat  by  the  advice  of  the  Comieil  I  went  to  Albany 
the  spring,  where  I  found  great  disorder,  the  people  d 
contented  and  all  the  fortifications  out  of  repair;  the  1 
dians  weary  of  the  war  and  all  Uie  out  settlonents  fi 
saken;  for  remedy  whereof  I  did  reinforce  Schenecta 
with  thirty  men,  and  garrisoned  the  Half  Moon  with  foi 
men  more.  I  found  it  likewise  necessary  that  there  shoi 
be  a  garrison  at  Oonnestagoioena,  but  could  not  effect 
for  want  of  men,  the  two  hundred  agreed  on  by  act 
Assembly  falling  short  near  fifty  of  their  complement, 
that  place,  though  of  as  great  import  as  any,  now  who! 
deserted;  in  my  negotiations  with  the  Indians  I  found  th( 
very  difficult  and  much  indined  to  a  peace;  however  wi 
great  industry  I  have  reclaimed  them  and  doubt  not  I 
have  made  them  firm  and  steady  to  us  until  we  have  din 
tions  from  England,  as  you  will  perceive  by  their  propo 
tions  now  ordered  for  your  perusal.  This  expedition  ha 
cost  near  £1000,  and  there  not  being  mcme^  in  the  pub 
coffers,  was  forced,  as  the  Council  and  you  advised,  to  rai 
the  sum  of  near  £800  at  ten  percent  interest.  I  must  the) 
fore.  Gentlemen,  remind  you  of  your  promise,  and  reeo: 
mend  to  your  care  the  settling  of  a  fund  for  the  speedy  c 
fraying  of  this  charge,  that  our  credit  may  be  preserve 
for  if  you  should  now  either  fail  or  be  dilatory  in  yo 
promise,  it  would  prejudice  our  reputation  forever. 

Gentlemen. —  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  tiie  laws  y 
have  made  for  the  security  of  the  Province  are  so  liti 
regarded  by  the  people,  that  of  all  the  money  you  ha 
raised  there  has  not  yet  been  paid  above  £1625,16s.,  ai 
the  pay  of  the  forces  actually  employed  in  the  service  do 
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amoimt  to  £3500.  This  matter,  Gentlemen,  I  must  eamestiy 
recommend  to  your  diligent  consideration,  for  it  will  be  a 
vain  thing  to  make  laws  if  they  cannot  be  effectually  exe- 
cuted. A  law  without  execution  is  like  a  body  without  a 
Boul,  and  it  is  likewise  impossible  for  me  to  secure  tiie 
frontiers  if  there  be  no  money  to  pay  the  soldiers  you 
appoint  for  that  service.  I  have  hitherto,  with  advice  of 
the  Council,  borrowed  money  for  that  purpose  that  the 
reputation  of  the  Qovemment  might  not  sink,  expecting 
that  the  levies  would  come  in  for  the  reimbursing  of  it; 
but  that  now  failing,  am  afraid  we  shall  not  have  tlie  like 
credit  for  the  future.  Therefore,  Gentlemen,  as  it  is  the 
people  that  are  defective  herein,  and  as  you  are  their 
representatives,  you  will  do  well  to  make  strict  inquiry  into 
the  Cause  of  such  n^lect,  for  we  are  the  first  government 
that  ever  had  an  assembly  of  the  people  and  had  their  laws 
thus  disesteemed. 

Qentlehen.—  I  have  many  things  further  to  recommend 
to  your  consideration,  but  am  afraid  you  will  not  have  time 
this  session  to  accomplish  them;  I  shall  therefore  only 
confine  myself  to  that  only  necCTsary,  the  securing  the 
frontiers  at  Albany.'  Yon  are  not  insensible  that  the  levies 
you  appointed  for  that  service  expire  upon  the  first  of 
October  next,  and  how  advantageous  it  is  for  yourselves 
as  well  as  for  all  their  Majesties'  subjects  in  our  neighbor- 
ing plantations  that  that  place  should  be  well  secnred.  I 
need  not  tell  you  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  must  be  at 
least  300  men  to  secure  it  this  winter.  I  hope  therefore 
yoa  will  take  effectual  care  to  make  such  suitable  provision 
for  the  securing  the  frontiers  that  the  seat  of  the  war  may 
continue  remote  from  us,  and  that  there  may  be  no  more 
disappointments  in  what  you  intend,  but  what  proposed  by 


I  This  Buggestion  was  Incorporated  in  &n  act,  chapter  S2,  pasECd  September 
10,  which  provided  for  ndslng  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  the  defence 
<rf  AHaui}'. 
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you  effectually  executed  according  to  your  intent 
charge  of  the  300  men  will  uuount  near  £3500. 

Gentlemen.—  I  must  also  mind  yon  that  upon 
examination  and  inquiry  the  debts  of  the  govermnent 
the  25th  of  Uarch  past  (all  the  revenue  expendec 
amount  to  £3000. 

GbhtiJ!mbn. —  I  have  found  you  always  ready  to 
with  me  in  things  needful  for  their  Majesties'  servi( 
that  I  hope  I  shall  not  need  to  use  any  arguments  to 
suade  you  to  provide  for  those  sums  and  despatch 
matters  so  necessary  for  your  own  preservation. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  30.  Benjamin  Fletcher  takes  the  oath  as 
emor,  and  asBumes  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Septfflnber  1.  Urging  immediate  action  relative  t 
defence  of  Albany  and  the  northern  frontier.  Becomn 
ing  that  an  effort  be  made  to  find  a  suitable  remedy 
the  '*  decay  of  trade  and  the  poverty  of  the  people," 
protesting  against  the  continuance  of  loans  at  ten  per 
interest.    (As  to  Albany,  see  note  1.) 

September  2.  Governor  Sloaghter's  death  had 
gested  a  question  as  to  the  status  of  the  Assembly,  y 
was  chosen  onder  writs  of  election  issued  by  him.  On 
day  Governor  Fletcher  sent  a  communication  to  the  As 
biy,  in  which  he  said  "he  understood  some  scmple 
moved  in  the  House  of  Bepres^itatives,  whither  or 
the  Assembly  being  called  by  the  late  Governor  Sloug 
were  a  lawful  Assembly,  and  that  their  debates  there 
did  impede  their  dispatch  of  other  affairs  that  reqi 
present  expedition  for  their  Majesties'  service,  where 
it  is  resolved,  nemine  contradicente,  That  being  conti 
by  several  adjournments  until  this  time,  they  are  a  la 
Assembly; 

Ordered,  that  Chidley  Brook,  Esq.,  do  attend  the  B 
of  Bepresentatives  to  acquaint  them  thereof,  that  i 
may  be  no  loss  of  time  in  tiieir  Majesties'  affairs." 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Benjamin  Fletcheb,  1692.  29 

S^tember  2.  Tranemitting  a  proposed  act  against 
privateers  and  pirates,  ' '  which  was  recommended  to  him 
by  their  saered  Majesties  in  order  to  be  enacted  by  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province.'" 

September  6.  Transmitting  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Ass^n- 
bly  oonceming  an  address  to  tiie  Crown.  On  tiie  8th  of 
September  the  following  address  to  the  Crown  was  ap- 
proved, and  signed  by  the  members  of  both  Houses : 
"  To  the  King  and  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesties: 

Your  Majesties  most  faithful,  humble,  and  obedient  Sub- 
jects, your  Council  and  the  Bepresentatives  for  your  Maj- 
esties' Province  of  New  York,  now  met  in  General  Assem- 
bly, being  deeply  sensible  of  your  Majesties  great  grace 
and  favor,  in  conferring  the  command  of  this  your  Province 
upon  his  Excellency  Colonel  Benjamin  Fletcher,  your  Maj- 
esties' Captain  General  and  Governor  of  these  Parts;  by 
whose  Conduct,  Prudence,  and  other  requisite  Abilities,  we 
have  entire  Confidence  and  firm  Belief  that  this  your  Maj- 
esties' province  will  be  happily  governed,  and  your  Majes- 
ties' Affairs  well  and  faithfully  administered.  As  also  be- 
ing heartily  affected  witii  yoor  Majesties'  princely  and 
gracious  Care,  in  sending  over  such  Ammunition,  Arms, 
and  other  Stores  of  War,  fit  for  the  Defence  of  your  Majes- 
ties' Subjects  here;  do  therefore,  with  most  grateful  Hearts 
for  these  your  royal  Benefits,  tender  your  Majesties  our 
most  humble  and  cordial  Thanks  and  Acknowledgments 
for  the  same;  and  with  ^1  dutiful  Sobmission  offer  to  your 
Majesties  royal  Consideration, 

That  when  these  Countries  were  possessed  by  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company,  they  always  laid  Pretences  (and  had 
the  most  Part  of  it  within  their  actual  Jurisdiction)  to  all 
that  Tract  of  Land  (with  the  Islands  adjacent)  extending 
from  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  the  Lands 
lying  on  the  West  Side  of  Delaware  Bay,  as  a  suitable  Por- 
tion of  Land  for  cme  Colony  or  Government;  all  which,  in- 

s  Aa  act,  cliKpUr  21,  was  passed  on  tlie  lOtli  of  September,  agalnit  priTateen 
■Bd  pirates,  and  nuikiog  a  Tiolation  of  ths  act  a  feloujr  puniahkble  with  death 
without  beneflt  of  elei^. 
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eluding  the  Lands  on  the  West  of  Delaware  Bay  or  Kiv' 
were  in  the  Duke  of  York's  Grant,  from  his  Majesty  Ki 
Charles  the  Second ;  whose  GovemorB  also  possessed  the 
Lands  on  the  West  Side  of  Delaware  Bay  or  Biver;  tt 
by  several  Grants,  as  well  from,  the  Crown  as  from  t 
Duke,  the  eaid  Province  has  heen  so  diminished  that  it 
DOW  decreased  to  a  very  few  Towns  and  Villages ;  and  t 
number  of  Men  fit  to  bear  Arms  in  the  whole  Qovemmt 
not  amounting  to  3000,  who  are  all  reduced  to  great  P( 
erty  and  Necessity.  That  by  Eeason  of  the  near  Situati 
of  the  neighboring  Colonies,  contiguous  and  adjacent 
New  York,  and  their  being  without  all  Government  fri 
the  Crown,  free  from  all  Lnpositious,  Taxes,  Charges 
Government  whatsoever,  or  Contributions  towards  the  I 
pense  of  this  War,  the  People  of  this  Province  do  forsB 
their  Dwellings  here,  and  settle  in  the  other  Coloni 
whereby  the  Strength  of  this  Province  is  enervated, 
Trade  decayed,  Revenues  lessened,  and  upon  all  Levies 
Men  for  the  Common  Defence,  our  Neighbors  harboring 
Deserters,  we  are  (hereby  wholly  bereft  both  of  those  M 
and  that  Money  which  the  War  we  are  engaged  in  with  1 
French  and  their  Indians  continually  requires.  That  i 
Security  of  Albany  (being  a  Place  to  which  the  Five  m' 
warlike  Nations  of  Indians  upon  this  Main  of  Amer 
have  always  traded  and  had  Besort)  is  of  such  Con 
quence,  that  the  Safety  of  Virg^ia,  Maryland,  and  i 
Best  of  your  Majesties*  Colonies  on  this  Main  depend  mi 
upon  it ;  that  the  French  with  their  Jesuits  and  other  Priet 
by  Pretext  of  Beligion,  fair  Words,  Presents,  Threats,  & 
ail  other  Practices  and  Artifices,  have  long  endeavor 
and  stm  do  strive  to  corrupt  those  Indians  in  their  Incli: 
tions  to  the  English,  and  to  get  them  to  Side  with  our  E 
mies  against  us.  If  Albany  should  be  left  (which  God  p 
vent)  ttiose  Indians  have  no  Place  for  their  Commerce  £ 
Supply  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Clothing,  but  Cana< 
so  that  pressed  by  their  Want  they  would  be  forced  to  lei 
us,  go  over  to  the  Enemy,  and  turn  their  Arms  upon  ■ 
English;  who  being  for  the  most  Part  settled  singly 
Plantations,  would  be  wholly  left  to  the  Spoil  of  a  vagra 
barbarous,  and  merciless  Enemy;  who  by  Eeason  of  th 
Poverty,  vast  Lakes,  Wilderness,  Swamps  and  Inaccessa 
Mountains,  by  an  Army  of  Ten  Thousand  Men,  in  mi 
Years,  can  neither  be  extirpated  nor  reduced  to  Obedier 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Benjahik  Fletcheb,  1692.  31 

That  the  Defence  of  Albany  lying  wholly  upon  this  small 
poor  Province,  has  so  exhausted  it,  that  without  your  Ma- 
jesties' royal  Commiseration  and  Relief,  it  will  absolutely 
sink  under  its  burthen,  and  its  Inhabitants  most  either  be 
ruined,  or  forced  to  leave  their  Habitations. 

This  being  the  tme  State  and  Condition  of  this  your 
Majesties'  Province,  we  cannot  but  esteem  it  our  Duties, 
humbly  to  acquaint  your  Majesties  with  the  same,  and 
eam^Uy  to  pray  that  your  Majesties  will  graciously  be 
pleased,  either  by  sending  us  a  sufficient  force  and  sup- 
plies from  England,  or  by  your  Majesties  special  and  direct 
orders  to  the  several  adjacent  Colonies,  to  assist  us  in  the 
defence  of  this  important  Place,  or  by  such  other  Means 
as  your  Majesties  in  your  most  princely  Wisdom,  shall 
think  fit  to  redress  this  the  distressed  Province,  and  render 
ns  capable  of  defending  ourselves  from  our  Enemies,  and 
supporting  your  Majesties'  Government  and  Interest  in 
thw  Country. 

And  that  the  Ahnighty  Gk)d  wiU  protect  your  Majesties' 
Eoyal  Persons,  defeat  all  your  Eenanies'  Designs,  and  con- 
tinue Success  to  your  Majesties'  Arms,  both  by  Land  and 
Sea;  prosper  all  your  royal  Undertakings,  and  forever 
crown  you  with  immortal  Blessings,  is  and  always  will  be 
our  constant  "Wishes  and  Prayer.*' 

September  10.  The  Governor  prorogued  the  Assembly 
to  the  14th  of  September,  but  on  the  13th  issued  a  proda^ 
mation  dissolving  it. 


leeS.    OCTOBEK.    SECOKD  ASSEMBLY,  FIRST  SESSION. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  writs  of  election  for  this  Assembly  were  returnable 
October  24.  There  is  no  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  until  the  8th  of  November.  The  Council  minutes 
show  that  on  the  26th  of  October  the  Governor  in  the 
presence  of  both  Houses  delivered  the  following 
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OPENING  SPEECH. 

Bbnjauin  Fletcher,  Captain-General  and  GtovEENOB-i 
Chief  op  the  Pbovincb  op  New  Yobk  and  the  Tebetioe] 
Depending  Theeeon  in  America,  and  VicE-AnMiBAi.  of  t: 
Same. 

To  the  Representatives  assembled  together  for  ih 
Province  at  the  City  of  New  York,  October  the  24\ 
1692: 

Gentlemen. — ^You  are  convaied  liere  by  their  Majesti( 
writ  to  consult  and  advise  of  such  proper  methods  as  m 
be  effectual  for  their  Majesties'  service  in  the  common  ( 
fence  of  this  Province,  in  which  the  security  of  your  oi 
persons  and  property  being  equally  concerned,  I  shall  ne 
but  few  arguments  to  prevail  upon  you  in  a  speedy  despat 
of  those  things  which  may  conduce  to  both  the  season 
Uie  year  and  your  own  desires  of  spending  the  sharpnt 
of  the  winter  with  your  families,  I  hope  I  will  quicken  y 
to  a  despatch  of  such  things  as  are  laid  before  you. 

And  first:  That  we  may  the  better  hope  for  a  bleesi 
from  Almighty  God,  I  recommend  to  your  care  that  p] 
vision  be  made  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of 
able  ministry,  and  for  the  strict  and  due  observation  of  t 
Lord's  day.* 

In  the  next  place,  I  desire  you  will  look  into  the  debts 
the  government  and  consider  of  a  fund  for  the  payment 
them,  which  being  done  I  shall  take  care  to  prevent  a 
future  incumbrance  during  my  administration.^ 

The  necessary  support  of  the  government  I  recomme 
to  your  thoughts  in  this  time  of  war,  none  of  you  bei 
ignorant  that  the  Indians  in  our  alliance  must  be  suppli 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  other  presents. 

1  An  act  providing  for  ministers  in  certain  counties  was  passed  in  1( 
chap.  3G. 

3  An  act.  chap.  2Sa,  passed  November  11,  was  intended  to  provide  reren 
to  pay  the  debts  ol  the  Province  within  two  yeara. 
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I  have  visited  the  frontiers  and  pat  them  into  sonxe 
posture  of  defence  for  this  present  winter,  and  am  required 
by  their  Majesties  to  build  forts  at  Albany,  Schenectady 
and  such  other  places  as  I  shall  see  convenient,  which  being 
once  well  done  wUl  ease  the  annual  chai^  of  posUng 
militia  there. 

I  am  informed  that  the  rer^ine  settled  upon  their 
present  Majesties  determines  in  April  next;  I  hope  yon  will 
not  be  wanting  in  the  expression  of  yonr  loyalty  and  affec- 
tion to  their  Majesties,  who  are  of  the  same  religion  with 
ourselves,  bat  rather  outdo  what  former  aasonblies  have 
done* 

The  settlement  of  our  courts  of  judicature  with  the 
salaries  of  the  judges  do  also  shortly  expire;  justice  and 
the  due  administration  of  the  laws, is  the  life  of  govern- 
ment; yon  will  consider  the  continuation  of  that  act  in  r^a^ 
tion  to  courts  of  justice,  with  a  proper  support  for  tiie 
judges  as  an  advantage  to  yourselves,  and  also  the  sub- 
jects of  this  Province.* 

I  will  not  question  yonr  true  zeal  ^for  their  Majesties' 
service  and  yonr  own  welfare;  I  cannot  think  of  more 
effectual  ways  to  answer  both  those  ends  than  by  unity 
and  concord  among  as,  burying  ^1  heats  and  animosities  in 
the  grave  of  oblivion.  And  if  you  can  think  of  any  act  by 
which  your  properties  and  liberties  may  be  better  secured, 
you  shall  find  a  ready  concurrence  in  me  for  your  satisfac- 
tion and  the  public  good  in  which  I  shall  never  mix  my  own 
private  interest.  And  so,  (gentlemen,  I  wish  a  happy  agree- 
ment amongst  you  for  their  Majesties'  service,  your  own 
pro^>erity  and  the  common  safety. 

BENJ:PLETCHEE. 

>  A  genenl  actwu  puted  NorsnlMr  11,  eliap.  24,  "  «BtabUBhiiig  a  reventu 
npon  tb«ir  Ibjestiea  for  the  defnylng  the  public  and  necesoaTy  charges  of 
tbe  goTemmeiit." 

■  The  jndieiai  sTitem  waa  eonUnued  by  an  act,  chap.  SS,  passed  November 
llth,  wUeh  was  mbttantially  a  rfr-oiaetmeDt  of  existing  judiciary  lam. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  26.  Becommending  adcliticmal  lesrislation  tor 
fhe  relief  of  Albany. 

October  29.  Beoomiiieadiiig  the, establishment  of  a  post- 
office." 

October  29.  Beoommending  legislation  for  the  purpose 
of  liqnidatiDg  the  debts  of  the  province  amounting  to  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  pounds,  eighteen  shill- 
ings and  one  and  one-half  pence,  and  also  providing  for  a 
"  scheme  of  the  annual  charge  "  of  the  government.  (See 
Note  2.) 

November  12.  Transmitting  a  communication  in  rela- 
tion to  <^oial,  fees. 

November  14.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  20th 
of  March,  1693. 


1893.    MAKCH.    SECOUD  ASSEHBI.T,  SECOHD  SESSIOH. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

On  the  22d  of  Mardi,  Oovemor  Fletcher  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  agiun  here  for 
their  Majesties'  and  the  ooontry's  service. 

I  r^nember  that  in  the  last  sessions  of  the  Assembly  I 
did  reoonuuend  to  you  the  settling  of  a  ministry  in  this 

■  An  act,  chap.  £fi,  paased  November  lltb,  established  a  post-offlee  fa  ttie 
ProTince.  The  preamble  reclt«d  tbat  Thomaa  Neal  had  received  from  tha 
home  govemmeut  letters  patent  Buthoriziitg  him  to  "erect,  settle  and  eatab- 
liah  "  post-offiicefl  in  the  chief  parts  of  the  Americ&n  colonies,  and  that  Andrmr 
Hamilton  had  been  appointed  postmaster-funeral  of  the  colonicB.  The  act 
autboriEed  the  establishment  of  a  "  general  letter  (dlBee  "  in  the  dtj  of  N«w 
Tork,  provided  for  th«  transportation  of  mail,  and  fiz«d  the  rates  of  poetage. 
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province,  that  the  worship  of  God  may  flourish  amongst 
08,  without  whidti  we  cannot  but  expect  a  judgment  to 
follow  ns  and  all  our  undertakings;  I  do  not  understand 
that  you  have  made  one  step  towards  it ;  therefore  reoom- 
m«id  it  to  your  partioolar  care  this  sessions.' 

Gentlembk.—  I  need  not  to  tell  you  that  the  French  of 
Canada,  and  their  Indians,  have  made  a  late  att^npt  upon 
our  frontiers  and  of  the  victory  we  have  obtained  over 
tiiem.  Some  of  you  have  been  in  the  service  whose  courage 
and  behavior  is  to  be  commended.  I  was  well  pleased  to 
see  the  forwardness  of  every  one  to  that  action,  and  am 
sorry  that  the  enwny  have  got  so  well  away.  I  am  informed 
that  the  chai^  of  that  expedition  will  amount  to  £600, 
which  I  lay  before  yon  to  provide  a  fund  to  defray  it. 

There  is  also  a  necessity  of  my  going  to  Albany  this 
snmmer,  to  preserve  that  old  alliance  between  ns  and  the 
bidians  of  the  five  Nations,  or  (as  they  term  it)  to  renew 
the  old  covenant  chain.  The  charge  of  this  journey  and 
the  preaents  to  be  made  to  the  Indians  will  be  £600  more, 
which  is  likewise  to  be  oonsidered. 

Gemtlembn. — I  did  formerly  recommend  to  you  to  pro- 
vide for  the  building  of  a  stone  fort  at  Albany,  and  do  now 
teil  yon  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  doing  thereof.  A  small 
r^^nlar  fortification  of  stone,  furnished  with  such  ordnance 
and  stores  of  war  as  their  Majesties  have  sent  hither  with 
me,  will  defend  ns  and  all  their  Majesties'  provinces  and 
colonies  on  this  main.  Fewer  men  will  be  required  to 
maintain  the  frontiers,  and  be  able  to  give  a  stop  to  the 
greatest  force  Canada  can  send  against  us,  until  we  shall 
have  time  to  bring  strength  sufBciMit  to  beat  thetn,  which 
I  believe  we  shall  never  fail  of. 

If  yon  can  therefore  propose  an  act  of  assembly  obliging 
all  sloopa  gWDg  up  Hudson  River  to  Albany  to  take  in 


I  Tlua  subject  wt*  Included  in  ui  tct,  chap.  3S,  pa^ased  September  22,  ISSS, 
wbUk  pvorUed  tot  tke  setUoMiit  and  maintenMice  of  ainiatera  in  cerUin 
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SOTne  oonfiiderable  quantity  of  stones  for  ballast,  to  be  left 
at  Albany  for  that  use,  or  any  other  methods  to  ease  the 
diarge  thereof,  I  shall  be  glad  of  it. 

Qentlemen.—  Their  Majesties  have  a  weighhouse  in  the 
eity  of  New  York  which  from  time  to  time  hath  paid  a  leat 
unto  their  Majesties.  I  would  have  it  settled  upon  their 
Majesties  by  act  of  tissembly.^  We  are  in  actual  war.  Oar 
charges  are  daily  growing  upon  us,  we  must  therefore  let 
nothing  fail  that  can  add  to  the  revenue,  be  it  never  so 
small  or  inconsiderable. 

I  did  endeavor  the  last  sessions  to  have  the  revenues 
settled  upon  their  Majesties  for  their  lives;  but  it  was 
not  granted.  I  hope  you  have  better  considered  thereof, 
and  are  sensible  of  the  great  care  and  affection  which 
their  Majesties  have  expressed  towards  you.  They  have 
ordered  a  man  of  war  to  attend  your  coast,  sent  over  20 
pieces  of  ordnance,  small  arms  and  considerable  stores  of 
war,  and  maintain  the  two  companies  of  greniidiers  at  the 
expense  of  their  coffers  in  England;  tiiey  have  devoted  the 
revenue  of  the  province  wholly  to  the  support  of  the  gov- 
ernment thereof,  and  have  no  other  benefit  from  you  but 
the  bare  title. 

GbntleHen.—  There  is  one  small  request  to  you  which 
I  hope  will  meet  with  no  opposition,  and  that  is,  tiiat  the 
King's  name  may  live  forever  amongst  you,  I  would  have 
a  bill  pass  for  the  calling  Long  Island  the  Island  of  Nassau." 

Gentlemen.—  The  fusileers  at  Albany  are  to  be  dis- 
charged the  first  of  May,  whicii  draws  near,  and  we  see  by 
dmly  experience  that  the  French  of  Canada,  by  means  of 
these  prisoners  that  are  amongst  our  Indians,  have  a  con- 
stant, sure  intelligence  of  all  our  steps.    Therefore,  I  do 

iThb  subject  was  included  in  an  act,  chap.  32,  paaeed  April  10,  "e<tab- 
Uahing  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  Huch  goods,  wares  and  mercbandiseB  as 
ahall  be  brought  unto  their  MajestieH'  beam  In  the  weigh-house  at  New 
Tork". 

SAn  act,  chap.  31,  passed  April  10  changed  the  name  of  Long  laland  to 
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^•ecommend  it  to  yon,  to  make  such  provisions  for  the 
frontiers  that  the  detachments  shall  not  move  from  them 
imtil  they  be  relieved  by  oUiera.* 

QxNTLBMEN.—  I  miderstaiid  there  are  great  complaints 
amongst  the  people  that  the  taxes  and  impositions  are 
heavy,  which  I  must  confess ;  but  it  is  not  harder  with  us 
than  with  our  brethren  in  England;  nor  can  we  expect  it 
to  be  otherwise  whilst  the  war  continues.  We  must  there- 
fore bear  it  with  cheerfulness  and  paUence. 

Gentlemen. —  I  am  now  glad  to  understand  that  the 
feuds  and  heats  that  were  amongst  the  people,  are  at  an 
eiad,  I  know  no  better  remedy  for  them,  nor  means  to  cpn- 
firm  our  peace,  than  a  virtuous,  pious  life  and  conversation, 
which  I  hope  every  one  of  you  will  endeavor  in  your  several 
places  of  residences ;  and  for  my  part  by  the  help  of  Ck)d 
I  shall  study  to  give  a  good  example.  These  things  are 
what  I  have  to  offer  at  present.  I  shall  be  ready  to  give 
you  any  assistance.  I  leave  them  before  you  and  beg 
your  d^patch.  So,  Gentlemen,  you  may  return  to  your 
House. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  23.  Recommending  the  immediate  consideration 
of  measures  for  the  relief  of  Albany.    (See  note  4.) 

April  10.  The  Governor,  after  delivering  the  following 
speech,  adjourned  the  AssMubly  to  the  first  of  September, 
1693: 

Gentlemen.—  I  have  received  their  Majesties'  com- 
mands to  travel  into  Pennsylvania,  to  recwve  Uiat  Province 
and  New  Castle  under  my  care  and  government,  which  I 
hope  will  be  an  advantage  to  this  Province,  and  if  our  taxes 
and  duties  for  the  future  be  made  easier  thereby,  I  shall 
not  value  my  trouble.  I  find  it  therefore  needful  at  pre»- 
cut,  though  there  is  but  little  done,  to  adjourn  you  for 
some  time. 

*  Proviilon  wM  made  for  tlie  defence  of  Albkikj  by  an  act,  chap.  30,  puaed 
April  10,  which  appropriated  six  thousand  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  paTtagr 
three  hundred  ToluntwTS  and  their  officers. 
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Qentleubh.—  The  first  thing  I  did  recommMul  to  you  at 
our  last  meeting,  was  to  provide  for  a  miiUBtry ;  and  noth- 
ii^  done  in  it*  There  are  none  of  you  but  what  are  big 
with  the  privilege  of  EoglishniNi  and  Magna  Charta, 
whicJi  is  your  right ;  and  the  same  law  doth  provide  for  the 
religion  of  the  Church  of  England,  against  Sabbath  break- 
ing, swearing  and  all  other  profanity.  But  as  you  have 
made  it  last,  and  postponed  it  this  seesions,  I  h(^  you 
will  b^^in  with  it  the  next  meeting,  and  do  s<Huewhat 
towards  it  effectually. 

Gentlemen. —  You  have  been  very  cheerful  in  passing 
of  the  £6000  bill  for  the  reenf oreing  of  the  frontiers ;  for 
which  I  return  yon  thanks,  and  shall  recommend  your  care 
of  the  frontiers  to  their  Majesties.'  As  for  the  bill  to  call 
Long  Island  the  Island  of  Nassaw,  it  met  with  smne  oppo- 
sition amongst  you,  but  I  believe  it  proceeded  merely  from 
ignorance;  for  the  calling  of  that  Island  by  a  new  name 
for  the  time  to  come,  can  no  ways  hurt  or  injure  any  former 
grants  or  conveyances  of  lands;  I  had  no  other  design  in 
proposing  of  it  unto  you,  than  that  we  might  put  some  mark 
of  our  respect  upon  the  best  of  Kings,  which  you  have 
granted.    I  am  also  thankful  for  that.' 

The  third  bill  whidi  you  have  passed,  is  for  their  Majes- 
ties' beam  at  the  weigbhouse.  I  am  a  stranger  to  the  man- 
ner of  its  being  first  established,  but  am  informed  that  it 
was  by  agreement  between  the  English  and  Dutch,  npon 
the  surrender  of  this  Province,  continued  in  force  with  all 
the  former  rules  and  duties  thereof.  I  fonnd  it  in  the 
King's  possession  upon  my  arrival,  and  have  condeecended 
that,  for  the  ease  and  benefit  of  the  merchants  and  inhabit- 
ants of  the  City  of  New  York,  you  should  regulate  the  fees 
and  duties  thereof,  as  should  seem  good ;  which  I  am  con- 
t^ited  to  agree  nnto.  But  it  seemeth  strange  to  me  that 
you  should  go  about  to  limit  it  to  two  years,  being  their 
Majesties'  property;  ttiat  you  have  consentfid  to  take  off 
the  limitation,  is  so  far  welL* 

Gentlemen.—  Upon  my  return  from  Pennsylvania  (God 
willing),  I  shall  visit  Albany  and  the  frontiers,  so  that  we 
cannot  expect  to  meet  again  in  a  short  time.  Do  therefore 
adjourn  till  the  first  of  September  nest,  and  wish  yon  all 
safe  to  your  homes. 

(As  to  ministers,  see  note  1;  Albany,  note  2;  Nassau, 
note  3 ;  weighhouse,  note  4. 
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July  27.  The  Second  Asawnbiy^was  dissolved,  and  writs 
of  election  for  a  new  Assembly  were  issued  returnable  Sep- 
tember 7. 


1093.    SEPTEHBBB.    THIKD  ASSEMBLY,  FIKST  SESSIOIT. 


BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  meeting  of  the  Assembly  had  been  fixed  for  the  7tb, 
but  there  was  no  quomm  until  the  11th.  On  tiie  12tli  Gov- 
ernor Flet4^er  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Mk.  Speaker  and  tou  Gentlemen  the  Repeesentativbs 
OF  this  Pbovince. —  I  observe  many  of  you  were  of  the 
former  Assembly;  your  knowledge  in  the  affairs  of  tbe 
government  of  this  Province  and  methods  of  Assembly  will 
shorten  what  I  have  to  say. 

I  recommended  to  the  former  Assembly  the  settling  of 
an  able  ministry,  that  the  worship  of  God  may  be  observed 
among  us,  for  I  find  that  great  and  first  duty  very  much 
neglected;  let  ns  not  forget  that  there  is  a  God  that  mada 
us,  who  will  protect  ns  if  we  serve  bim.  This  has  been 
always  the  first  thing  I  have  recommended,  yet  the  last  in 
your  consideraUon.  I  hope  yon  are  all  satisfied  of  the  great 
necessity  and  duty  that  lies  upon  you  to  do  this  as  you  ex- 
pect His  blessing  upon  your  labors.' 


1 0n  the  22d  of  September  an  act,  chap.  36,  \rae  passed,  to  nettle  a.  ministrjr 
And  provide  tor  their  maintenance  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  counties 
of  Richmond,  Westchester  and  Queens.  The  preamble  recites  that  for  want 
of  a  settled  ministry  "  profaneneos  and  lieentiousneBs "  had  overspread  the 
Province,  therefore  "  to  the  end  the  same  may  ite  removed  and  the  ordinances 
of  God  dailj'  administered,"  it  was  enacted  that  piotastant  ministers  should 
be  established  in  New  Yorli  and  the  counties  named,  their  compensation  was 
fixed,  and  provision  was  made  for  its  payment  by  public  taxation.  Vestry- 
men and  church  wardens  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders,  who  were  to 
meet  for  that  purpose  annually  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January. 
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Gbntlbhxn.—  The  next  thing  I  have  to  lay  before  yon 
IB  the  settlemeat  of  their  Majesties'  reveDue  in  this  Prov- 
ince.* Their  Majesties  are  of  our  own  religion  if  we  are 
true  Protestants,  and  there  are  some  that  have  not  nor  will 
be  wanting  in  England  to  make  their  remarks  of  your  be- 
havior in  this  matter.  I  am  a  plain  man  and  have  bad  my 
education  in  a  camp;  I  do  not  pretend  to  rhetoric,  nor  the 
part  of  an  orator.  I  have  seen  his  present  Majesty  expose 
his  person  for  our  religion  and  liberty  as  he  does  at  this 
day;  it  is  inexcusable  if  we  do  not  place  some  marks  of  ooi 
dutiful  respect  upon  their  present  Majesties.  A  former 
aasembly  of  this  Province  gave  the  same  revenue  (to  which 
there  is  not  added  one  halfpenny)  to  King  James  and 
his  heirs,  whidi  is  forever.  Their  Majesties  have  never 
ordered  a  farthing  of  it  to  any  other  use  than  the  support 
of  government  and  defence  of  the  Province,  and  not  only 
so,  but  have  sent  over  more  sums,  more  ammunition  and 
greater  stores  than  ever  any  King  before  them  hath  done; 
beside  the  payment  of  the  two  companies  out  of  their  own 
coffers  and  the  great  expense  in  mainttuning  a  guard  ship 
for  your  defence  will  certMnly  call  for  a  grateful  sense 
from  loyal  subjects.  And  for  us  to  pretend  to  settle  the 
revenue  for  two  years  only,  is  not  what  might  be  expected 
from  subjects  under  so  high  obligations.  If  we  are  true 
Protestants,  we  cannot  easily  forget  the  great  deliverance 
we  have  received  when  we  were  even  upon  the  brink  of 
popery;  besides,  their  Majesties'  examples  of  virtue  and 
piety  in  their  lives  with  the  consideration  of  this  mighty 
d^iveranoe  should  influence  ns  to  some  more  than  ordinary 
mark  of  affection  and  esteem,  and  to  settle  the  revenue 
(which  is  very  easy  to  everyone)  upon  thmr  Majesties  for 
lives  (which  pray  God  may  be  long  and  prosperons).  It  is 
the  least  testimony  we  can  give  them  of  our  thankfulness 


3  An  act,  chftp.  34,  passed  September  22,  settled  the  ro^al  revenue  for  fl*a 
Teftn.     The  Governor  had  recommended  that  it  be  settled  for  life. 
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for  their  care  of  the  ^Termneat.  I  have  lately  received 
s(Miie  farther  royal  marks  of  tiieir  care  for  the  defence  of 
Albany,  having  ordered  a  sum  of  money  out  of  their  own 
coffers  to  that  purpose. 

Gentlemen.—  Let  not  opportunity  be  given  to  any  per- 
son to  asperse  you  with  that  new  coined  name  of  Jacobites, 
but  let  us  show  a  zeal  and  good  affection  for  tiieir  Majes- 
ties and  tiieir  government,  whic^  is  all  my  aim  and  shall  be 
my  endeavor. 

I  have  designed  a  platform  on  which  I  purpose  to  mount 
a  battery  for  the  defence  of  this  dty,  which  is  indeed  the 
safety  of  the  Province.  I  suppose  yoa  have  all  heard  how 
we  have  been  lately  alarmed  with  the  noise  of  a  squadron 
of  French  ships  designed  to  attack  this  place.  I  have 
viewed  the  river  and  sounded  in  several  parts,  in  order  to 
raise  some  fortifications  to  impede  their  access  to  the  city, 
but  at  length  concluded  a  good  battery  upon  this  platform 
would  answer  the  end.  I  have,  by  their  Majesties'  favor 
unto  you,  guns  for  one  tier;  I  have  wrote  for  more,  and 
shall  be  the  better  enabled  to  ask  them  or  what  else  there 
may  be  occasion  for,  when  you  have  showed  your  reepectB 
to  their  Majesties  in  settling  the  revenne  npon  ibmn  for 
their  lives. 

There  is  likewise  the  King's  Chapel  in  the  fort,  which 
being  ready  to  fall  down  to  the  danger  of  many  lives,  I 
thought  it  convenient  to  pull  it  down,  and  if  you  will  g^ve 
something  towards  tiie  rebuilding  of  it,  we  will  all  join  in 
so  good  a  work.  If  his  Majesty  were  not  engaged  in  an 
expensive  war  I  should  not  doubt  to  have  orders  to  rebuild 
it  at  his  own  charge.  I  leave  these  things  before  you  for 
your  consideration,  which  consists  of  but  three  heads;  your 
duly  to  God,  yoor  loyalty  and  affection  to  the  best  of 
Kings,  and  your  own  safety  and  defence. 

So,  Gentlemen,  yon  may  withdraw  to  your  House.  I  pray 
God  direct  you  to  proceed  in  these  things  which  are  most 
consistent  with  conscience  and  honor. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  15.  Transmitting  a  memorial  from  Andrew 
Hamilton  in  relation  to  the  postoffice. 

September  20.  Transmitting  a  petition  from  the  free- 
holders of  Westchester  County,  complaining  of  the  inequal- 
ity of  the  taxes  assessed  upon  that  county  as  compared 
with  other  parts  of  the  Province. 

S^tember  22.  The  Governor  in  tJie  presence  of  both 
Houses,  considering  the  bills  passed  at  that  session,  calls 
special  attention  to  the  recommendation,  in  his  regular 
speech  relative  to  settling  the  revenues  upon  their  Majes- 
ties for  life,  and  said : 

"  I  had  no  other  end  to  ask  it  for  their  Majesties'  lives 
but  your  own  interest  and  the  benefit  of  the  Province;  I 
did  tell  you  that  the  whole  council  were  for  giving  it  for  . 
life,  and  you  have  so  little  to  say  against  it,  that  I  can 
attribute  it  to  nothing  less  than  stubbonmess,  as  if  you 
had  agreed  to  deny  what  is  asked  you.  Ton  have  given  it 
for  five  years  and  I  have  passed  it.  I  wish  you  had  con- 
sidered better  yoiir  own  interest;  but  I  shall  say  no  more 
of  it."     (See  note  2.) 

Referring  to  the  bill  to  settle  a  ministry,  the  Governor 
said: 

"  In  that  very  thing  you  have  shown  a  great  deal  of 
stiffness.  You  take  upon  you  as  if  you  were  dictators.  I 
sent  down  to  you  one  amendment  of  three  or  four  words  in 
that  bill,  which  though  very  immaterial,  yet  was  positively 
denied.  I  must  tell  you  it  seems  very  umnannerly;  there 
never  was  an  amendment  yet  desired  by  the  Council  board 
but  what  was  rejected;  it  is  the  sign  of  a  stubborn  ill 
temper,  and  this  I  have  also  passed.    But 

"  Gentlemen.— I  must  take  leave  to  tell  you,  if  you 
seem  to  understand  by  these  words  (calling  the  minister) 
that  none  can  serve  without  your  collation  or  establish- 
ment, yon  are  far  mistaken;  for  I  have  the  power  of  collat- 
ing or  suspending  any  minister  in  my  government  by  their 
Majesties'  letters  patents;  and  whilst  I  stay  in  the  govern- 
ment, I  will  take  care  that  neither  heresy,  sedition,  schism. 
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nor  rebellion  be  preached  amongst  you,  nor  vice  and  pro- 
fasi^  encouraged.  It  ia  my  endeavor  to  lead  a  virtuons 
and  pious  life  amongst  you,  and  to  give  a  good  example. 
I  wiab  yon  all  to  do  the  same.  You  ought  to  consider  that 
yon  have  but  a  third  share  in  the  l^siative  power  of  the 
government,  and  ought  not  to  take  all  upon  you  nor  be  bo 
peremptory;  you  ought  to  let  the  Council  have  a  share; 
they  are  in  tiie  nature  of  the  House  of  Lords  or  Upper 
House;  but  yon  seem  to  take  the  whole  power  in  your  own 
hands  and  set  up  for  everything.  Yon  have  sat  a  long 
time  to  little  purpose,  and  have  been  a  great  charge  to  the 
country;  ten  shillings  a  day  is  a  large  allowance  and  you 
punctually  exact  it.  You  have  been  always  forward  enough 
to  pull  down  the  fees  of  other  ministers  in  the  Govern^ 
ment.  "Why  did  not  you  think  it  expedient  to  correct  your 
own  to  a  more  moderate  allowance  f 

"  Gentlemen. —  I  shall  say  no  more  at  present,  but  that 
you  withdraw  to  your  private  affairs  in  the  country.  I  do 
pron^ue  yon  to  the  10th  of  January  next." 

November  16,  1693.  The  Third  Assembly  was  dissolved, 
and  on  Qie  30th  of  November  following  writs  of  election 
were  issued  for  a  new  Assembly. 


IBM.    KAKCa    FOURTH  ASSBMBLT,  FIB8T  SESSION. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

No  quorum  app^ired  on  the  first  of  March.  On  the  3d, 
the  Governor  delivered  a  speech,  but  the  records  do  not 
contain  a  copy  of  it.  A  summary  of  the  speech  in  the  Coun- 
cil Minutes  states  that  the  Qovemor  ' '  recommended  to 
their  care  and  consideration  the  reinforoement  of  Albany 
and  the  frontiers  from  the  first  of  May  next  at  least  for 
one  year,  and  with  as  many  fosileers  as  have  been  there 
this  last  year. 

That  it  would  be  a  great  encouragement  as  well  to  the 
bihabitants  of  Albany  as  to  the  fusileers  to  be  paid  weekly 
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or  every  fortnight  in  money,  that  therefore  they  oonsider 
of  raising  a  present  fond  to  that  purpose,  the  dilatory 
coming  in  of  the  taxes  putting  a  necessity  upon  the  soldiers 
to  take  np  snch  things  as  they  want  upon  the  credit  of  their 
pay  at  great  disadvantages  from  one  person.^ 

That  the  Indians  are  staggering  and  will  want  great 
encouragement  by  presents  if  possible  to  keep  them  from 
joining  with  our  enemy  against  us." 

That  the  charges  of  the  govemmrait,  being  time  of  actual 
war,  are  still  great  and  therefore  will  be  a  necessity  of 
continuing  of  the  additional  duty  raised  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  government  during  the  continuation  of  the  war. 

That  they  will  consider  the  fort  is  much  oat  of  repair, 
the  ehapel  pulled  down  to  prevMit  its  falling,  to  provide  for 
the  rebuilding  of  it. 

That  they  will  think  of  repairing  the  fortifications  and 
the  making  a  platform  and  battery  as  his  Excellency  did 
project  it  to  defend  the  city,  which  is  tiie  key  of  the  Prov- 
ince, from  attempts  by  water. 

And  desired  them,  to  consider  that  the  neighboring 
colonies  are  under  great  taxes  as  well  as  themselves,  and 
they  are  not  to  despond  because  of  the  burden  of  the  war, 
there  being  no  subjects  in  Europe  under  so  light  burden 
and  small  payments  at  this  very  day  as  this  Province;  so 
bid  them  withdraw  to  their  house." 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  19.  Recommending  immediate  consideration  of 
measures  for  the  relief  of  Albany.    (See  note  1.) 

March  20.  The  Assembly  met  the  Governor  and  Council 
at  the  Fort,  and  the  Governor  there  again  ui^ed  the  neces- 

1  An  act,  chap.  39,  was  passed  on  the  Zeth  of  Mardh  proTiding  for  raiaing 
one  hundred  and  seventy  men  for  the  defence  of  Albany. 

aThls  subject  tru  included  in  an  act,  chap.  37,  passed  March  26,  continuing 
for  one  year  ca  act  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  six  hundred  pounds  for 
tbe  public  defence,  and  for  making  a  present  to  the  Indiana. 
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sity  of  immediate  action  relative  to  the  defence  of  Albany. 
(See  note  1.) 

Mardi  21.  Urging  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  at  least 
one  hundred  and  seventy  men  for  the  defence  of  Albany, 
to  which  would  be  added  thirty  men  from  New  Jersey,  and 
that  provision  should  also  be  made  for  presents  to  the  In- 
dians, "  without  which  (if  at  all)  their  stability  and  friend- 
ship to  this  Province  is  not  to  be  Uiought  of."  (As  to 
Albany,  see  note  1 ;  Indians,  see  note  2.) 

March  22.  The  Assembly  met  with  the  Governor  and 
Conncil  at  the  Fort.  Beferring  to  the  situation  at  Albany, 
the  Governor  said: 

"  I  find  yon  are  about  to  frame  a  bill  for  the  weakening 
of  the  garrison  at  Albany,  which  I  declare  I  can  never 
assent  to,  unless  you  can  d^nonstrate  that  either  the  enemy 
are  grown  weaker  or  we  stronger. 

"  The  same  Letters  Patent  that  gives  you  authority  to 
sit  in  Assembly,  make  me  Captain-C^eneral  of  this  Province, 
and  you  must  allow  me  to  be  a  competent  judge  what  nmn- 
ber  of  forces  are  needful  to  secure  the  frontiers;  it  is  your 
business  to  provide  a  subsidy  for  them.  I  can  command 
tile  whole  militia  of  the  Province,  and  am  ready  to  head 
them  upon  occasion.  I  am  bound  in  honor  and  duty  to  their 
Majesties  to  espose  my  life  for  your  defence,  but  if  you 
deny  subsidy  to  a  sufficient  force  upon  the  frontiers,  yon 
tie  my  hands  and  fetter  me, 

*'  If  you  are  minded  to- give  up  the  country  to  the  enemy 
by  we^ening  that  garrison  which  is  the  key  thereof,  I 
wash  my  hands  of  all  the  evil  consequences  to  follow  there- 
upon, and  for  this  end  I  sent  for  you ;  if  you  will  not  help 
yourselves  I  can  do  nothing.  It  is  a  foolish  argument 
which  I  am  informed  some  of  you  have  nsed,  because  your 
neighbors  will  not  assist  you  to  quench  your  house  on  fire, 
you  will  not  endeavor  it  by  the  children  and  servants  of 
your  own  family.  It  is  true  I  have  received  a  oommiasion 
for  tiie  command  of  the  militia  of  Connecticut,  but  they 
refuse  to  obey  it.  I  have  another  commission  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  Pennsylvania,  but  you  must  first  convert  them 
before  they  will  either  be  concerned  in  the  shedding  of 
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blood  or  contribute  aid  to  snidi  aa  do  it  I  can  do  no  more 
bat  lay  this  before  yon.  Consider  if  it  be  sufficient  to 
suffer  oar  own  ruin  because  our  neighbors  will  not  assist  ns. 

"  There  is  likewise  a  necessity  for  my  going  to  Albany 
to  meet  the  Indians,  and  desire  you  will  provide  a  fond  for 
presents  to  theuL  I  profess  I  should  be  ashamed  to  see 
them  with  less  forces  there  or  with  an  ranpty  hand,  unless 
it  were  to  take  leave  of  them  for  good  and  all,  and  that  it 
Were  intended  they  shall  join  our  enemies  and  turn  their 
arms  against  ns;  titerefore  lay  it  to  heart 

"  G-ENTLEMEN.—  I  thuik  thcro  is  but  twenty  men  and  six 
officers  more  to  be  provided  for,  and  this  is  all  the  differ- 
ence between  us;  let  us  part  in  friendship  and  don't  be 
wanting  to  yourselves  in  so  small  a  matter." 

March  24.    The  Council  minutes  contain  the  following: 

"  Hia  Excellency  did  acquaint  the  Council  that  he  hath 
received  letters  from  Major  Schnyler  last  night,  giving 
advice  that  the  Indians  of  the  five  Nations  are  in  haste  to 
make  an  agreement  of  peace  with  the  French  of  Canada, 
that  there  are  other  messengers  come  from  Canada  to 
them  and  they  are  very  desirous  to  see  his  Excellency 
forthwith; 

"  That  he  called  an  Assembly  at  Pennsylvania  who  are 
to  meet  the  lOtii  of  April  next,  where  he  hath  designed  to 
be  presMit  and  therefore  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Council 
which  of  those  services  is  first  to  be  attended. 

*'  The  Council  are  of  opinion  and  advise  his  Excellency 
to  go  first  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Indians. 

"  It  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  Councdl  that  his  Excellent^ 
do  communicate  the  two  letters  which  he  received  last  night 
from  Albany  to  the  Assembly,  and  that  they  be  made  ac- 
quainted that  notwithstanding  his  Excellency's  intention 
to  meet  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Council  think 
it  needful  and  have  advised  that  his  Excellency  go  first  to 
Albany  to  meet  the  Indians;  that  there  is  at  least  six  hun- 
dred pounds  wanting  towards  presents  and  the  charge  of 
this  expedition  and  no  money  in  the  Treasury  to  defray  it ; 
That  therefore  they  be  desired  to  provide  a  fund  to  defray 
that  charge  either  by  the  continuation  of  the  additional 
duty  which  will  give  a  credit  to  advance  the  money  or  some 
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other  way  which  they  oau  think  upon  is   most  convenient; 
which  was  ordered  accordingly." 

(As  to  Indians,  see  note  2.) 

The  letters  were  on  the  same  day  commtmicated  to  the 
Assembly. 

March  26.  Aimonncing  his  action  on  the  bills  passed  at 
the  session,  and  proroguing  the  Assembly  to  the  25th  of 
September  following. 


ie0«.    SBPXBMBBB.    FOVBTH  ASSEMBLT,  SECOVD  SESSIOH. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  bad  been  adgonmed  to  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, but  bad  weather  prevented  the  meeting  of  a  suffi- 
deat  number  to  form  a  quorum.  Ilie  session  was  continued 
several  days  by  prorogation,  and  on  the  6th  of  October, 
aoGOTding  to  the  Oonndl  Minutes  (the  Assembly  Journal 
says  the  5ib),  the  Qovemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Mb.  Spe&kbb  and  tod  Gentlemen  the  Repeesbntativbs 
OF  THIS  Pbovince. — ^As  wc  parted  in  friendship  and  a  good 
understanding  the  last  sessions,  in  our  endeavors  for  their 
Majesties'  service  and  the  country,  so  I  hope  we  are  now 
met  again  with  the  same  resolntions  to  give  our  joint 
assistance. 

The  first  thing  I  thought  to  acquaint  yoa  with,  is  my 
transactions  with  the  Indians  at  Albany  since  I  saw  you 
last;  bat  I  refer  it  to  these  of  the  house  who  were  witnesses 
to  all  that  passed. 

The  peace  they  have  made  with  Canada  will  lay  us  more 
open  to  the  enemy's  designs  and  it  is  needful  we  be  more 
watchfoll  against  them. 
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I  recommend  to  your  care  the  ueual  supplies  for  Albi 
and  the  frontiers  during  the  winter,  which  is  reckoned 
time  of  greatest  danger.' 

I  must  also  tell  you  that  I  find  the  ill  effects  of  t 
husbandry  we  fell  upon  the  la^t  sessiouB,  in  abating  f < 
pence  from  the  men's  pay.  The  hire  of  the  laborer  i 
everything  else  in  this  country  is  dear,  and  we  cannot  , 
men  to  serve  for  eight  pwice;  two  pence  half  penny  t 
not  give  them  shoes  to  their  feet;  the  rest  goes  for  th 
viotaals;  tiiey  run  away  In  troops  sev^i  at  a  time;  th( 
men  we  have  from  the  Jerseys  are  paid  twelve  pence  a  d 
weekly,  which  discourages  our  men;  the  cold  weather  con 
on,  the  duty  is  hard,  and  they  cannot  serve  barefoot. 

Gentlemen.—  Their  Majesties  have  sent  us  over  amn 
nition  and  stores  with  twenty  great  guns;  it  is  our  du 
when  the  king  is  so  gracious  to  send  us  th^Q  for  our  oi 
deffflice,  not  to  let  them  lie  in  the  dirt;  the  least  we  can  i 
is  to  mount  them ;  it  will  require  money.' 

The  soldiers'  barracks  in  this  fort  were  ready  to  fi 
down  and  kill  them;  the  timber  rotten  and  the  wa] 
cracked;  with  advice  of  the  Coundl  I  have  ordered  the 
to  be  pulled  down  and  are  now  rebuilding;  this  wUl  fa 
likewise  under  your  consideration- 

I  desire  yon  will  appoint  a  committee  of  your  house  I 
join  a  committee  of  tiie  Council  to  view  the  fort  and  whi 
necessary  repairs  are  wanting. 

As  for  the  money  which  yon  have  raised,  I  would  hav 
you  see  a  particular  account  of  the  disposition  thereoi 
Their  Majesties'  collector  and  receiver  general  will  b 
ready  on  all  occasions ;  it  is  neitiier  sunk  into  any  privat 
pocket  nor  disposed  to  any  private  use. 

1  An  Kct,  chap.  41,  wu  pusad  on  the  22d  of  October,  which  provided  fa 
nlalng  one  hundred  men  for  the  defence  of  Albany,  on  a  service  of  ton 
ftnd  %  b^lf  months  from  November  1.  The  act  appropriated  five  himdrei 
pounda  for  the  pa^  And  m&intenmnce  of  the  troops. 

SAn  act,  chap.  42,  paued  on  the  23d  of  October  provided  for  moontini 
■Ixteeo  great  gnna. 
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I  trnderstand  the  oonrts  of  justice  established  by  act  of 
AsB^nbly  are  to  determine  in  April  next  Ton  know  the 
great  need  and  nse  of  their  establishment  and  will  see  caase 
to  continue  them ;  so  may  withdraw  to  your  house.  I  pray 
Ood  direct  yon. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  9.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Sir  William 
Phippa,  "  Governor  of  Boston,"  from  which  the  Assembly 
concluded  that  no  assistance  could  be  expected  from  Boston 
for  the  securing  of  the  frontiers  at  Albany.    (See  note  1.) 

October  10.  Informing  the  Assembly  tiiat  the  home  gov- 
ernment had  ordered  the  enlistment  of  recruits  sufficient  to 
make  the  military  force  four  hundred,  that  such  recruits 
were  expected  daily ;  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  their  compensation  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed 
iu  England. 

October  11.  The  Assembly  by  invitation  attended  the 
Governor  and  Council  at  the  Fort,  at  which  time  the  Gov- 
ernor urged  immediate  and  liberal  action  conoeming  the 
pay  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  saying  it 
wonld  be  "  impossible  to  get  men  to  serve  at  Albany  this 
winter  for  two  pence  a  day,"  *'  or  to  keep  the  men  together 
who  are  ooming  over,  when  they  are  told  there  is  no  money 
for  them  after  seven  years  service,  and  they  can  step  into 
the  neighboring  Province  and  have  better  pay."  (See 
note  1.) 

October  13.  Protesting  against  the  action  of  the  Assem- 
bly in  providing  only  eighty  men  for  the  defence  of  Albany, 
saying  that  "  in  case  the  Assembly  shall  not  think  fit  to 
give  tiiat  reasonable  assistance  towards  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  which  is  necessary,  his  Excellency  must  be  forced 
to  take  such  measures  for  the  maintaining  the  frontiers  this 
winter,  as  their  Majesties*  Letters  Patent  do  empower  him 
and  Qie  exigency  of  that  affair  shall  require." 
4 
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The  Assembly  replied  that  if  the  Governor  would  w! 
"  take  off  the  detachmenta  of  men  out  of  this  Province, 
raise  one  hundred  men  in  the  neighboring  colonies  foi 
reenforoing  and  securing  the  frontiers  of  this  Praviiw 
Albany,  for  this  winter  season,  from  the  first  of  Noven 
until  the  15th  of  March  following;  that  then  this  House 
raise  the  sum  of  Seven  Hundred  Pounds,  for  the  pa 
and  maintaining  tbe  said  One  Hundred  men;  so  that 
Province  may  be  eased  and  wholly  freed  from  the  det 
meats  of  men,  a  thing  so  grievous  to  the  Provino 


On  the  15th  the  Governor  sent  another  message  to 
AssMobly  refusing  to  consider  its  suggestion.  (See  not< 

October  17.  Governor  Fletcher  persisted  in  his  dem 
for  more  troops,  and  on  this  day  required  the  attendc 
of  the  Assembly  at  the  Fort,  where  he  said  to  them,  am 
other  things:  that  the  foregoing  answer  of  the  Assen 
"  bears  a  very  unsuitable  return  to  the  favors  their  Ma 
ties  have  graciously  cast  upon  us  at  this  time  when  tl: 
are  so  many  weighty  affairs  in  hand,  and  their  expei 
so  great."  He  said  he  had  been  unaWe  to  receive  ass 
ance  from  the  other  colonies  except  the  Jersey's,  that 
home  government  had  agreed  to  send  over  enough  mer 
make  a  standing  force  of  four  himdred.  Those  recruits 
ceived  at  home  eight  penoe  per  day,  hut  that  sum  was 
sufficient  to  maintain  them  in  this  country.  He  theref 
recommended  that  their  compensation  be  increased 
twelve  pence  per  day,  which  should  apply  also  to  the  n 
already  on  the  frontier.  The  Assembly  replied  that  it  t 
willing  to  provide  for  one  hundred  men  at  eight  pence  i 
day.    (See  note  1.) 

October  19.  The  Governor  and  Council  concurred  in  1 
Assembly  proposition  to  raise  one  hundred  men,  but 
sisted  that  they  be  paid  twelve  penoe  per  day.  ( See  note  : 

October  20.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Crown  r 
ommending  that  the  chapel  in  the  Fort  be  rebuilt    T 
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Assemlily  snggested  that  the  chapel  be  rebuilt  by  free  con- 
tributioiiB  from  the  several  counties.' 

October  22.  Referring  to  the  proposition  to  rebuild  the 
chapel,  the  Governor  told  the  Assembly  that  its  advice  had 
not  been  asked  as  to  the  method  by  which  the  Q-ovemor 
should  proceed  in  effecting  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  *'  but 
to  know  of  the  Assembly  what  Uiey  will  contribute,  in  pur- 
suance of  tiiat  letter,  towards  so  good  a  work  by  establish- 
ing some  fund  for  that  purpose,"  and  that "  the  most  loyal 
and  proper  way  for  all  their  Majesties'  subjects  freely  to 
contribute,  is  by  act  of  Assembly."  (See  note  3.) 

October  23.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  2l8t 
of  March,  1695. 


1096.    MAKCH.    FOURTH  ASSKHBLT,  THIKD  SESSIOH. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  21st  of  March;  on 
the  23d  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Mb.  Sfk&ebr  and  you  Gentlemen  the  BEFBEaENTATivEs 
OF  THIS  Pbovince.—  I  havo  often  affirmed  an  nndisputable 
truth  that  my  coming  to  this  government  was  in  obedience 
to  their  Majesties'  commands,  not  my  own  choice  or  seeking. 

Nevertheless  since  my  arrival  I  have  with  all  possible 
address  applied  myself  to  effect  the  safety,  liberty,  concord 
and  ease  in  all  respects  of  their  Majesties*  subjects  under 
my  direction. 

The  burthen  of  detachments  has  been  almost  unsupport- 
able;  a  heavy  grievance;  this  I  have  raideavored  to  lighten 
by  supplies  from  England,  in  which  their  Majesties  have 

■  An  act.  eliap.  42.  paued  on  the  23d  of  October,  appropriated  four  hun- 
dred and  fif^  pound!  to  rebuild  "  their  Majestiea'  chapel  in  the  fort." 
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been  graciously  pleased  to  favor  my  humble  desires, 
that  the  full  compl^neut  is  not  yet  come  must  be  attribi 
to  that  Providence  which  all  mankind  ought  with  hum< 
to  submit  to,  and  not  in  the  least  to  want  of  their  Majest 
gracions  condescension  to  my  Bolicitoos  and  repeated 
quests  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  or  defects  of  any 
application  on  my  part  to  attain  the  desired  end. 

In  disposal  of  the  money  raised  by  Act  of  Assembly 
defence  of  t^e  frontiers,  I  have  used  an  unpreoeden 
caution,  plainness  and  int^rity;  not  fingering  any  farth 
myself;  disposing  of  none  tut  by  advice  and  consent 
Coimcil,  and  exposing  to  your  view  and  examination,  : 
only  the  most  minute  accounts  of  the  disbursements,  1 
the  muster  rolls  also;  which  office  of  muster  master  is  e 
cuted  by  a  member  of  your  house,  so  that  nothing  is  ) 
from  you. 

If  this  my  care,  diligence  and  openness  had  met  witl 
suitable  reception  and  confidence,  I  have  not  the  least  doi 
but  this  colony  had  found  the  security  and  ease  I  intend 
and  so  earnestly  endeavored.  I  am  sorry  to  justify  mys 
by  a  necessity  imposed  on  me  of  charging  whatever  is  ( 
fioient  on  the  wilfullness  or  neglect  of  others. 

I  will  not  «ilarg^  especially  upon  anything  whidi  m 
Beem  harsh  though  accompanied  with  never  so  much  tru^ 

The  chief  matters  you  are  called  together  for  are  tw 
the  first  is  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  and  of  our  Indiai 
You  cannot  he  ignorant  that  money  is  wanting  to  pay  tho 
garrisons,  Albany  and  Schenectady;  other  places  must 
fortified  upon  this  nearer  approach  of  the  French 
Cadaracqui. 

I  lay  before  you  the  last  accounts  from  those  parts ; 
there  be  not  a  speedy  oare  taken  for  relief  and  assistance 
those  Indians,  their  loss  will  prove  ours. 

The  other  matter  fit  for  your  consideration  is  the  deb 
of  the  government,  occasioned  by  the  many  nnforesef 
occurrences  and  accidents  in  this  tame  of  war. 
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I  hope  as  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  all  points  of  good 
huflbajodry,  so  you  will  do  your  duty  in  enabling  their 
Majesties  to  preserve  their  rights  and  the  lives  and  prop- 
erties of  their  subjects  in  those  parts,  and  that  they  who 
have  given  faith  to  the  credit  of  the  government  upon  all 
its  emergencies,  may  be  justly  and  speedily  paid. 

Those  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  and  that  you  will 
give  sudi  dispatch  to  those  urgent  afffdra  as  their  absolute 
necessity  and  the  season  of  the  year  requires. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  26.  Replying  to  ui  inquiry  by  the  Assembly  as 
to  the  probability  of  aid  from  other  provinces  in  defending 
the  frontier,  the  Governor  said  he  knew  of  no  certain  aid 
or  assistance  that  might  be  expected  from  other  parts,  and 
therefore  desired  the  Assembly  to  raise  a  supply  for  two 
hundred  men,  for  one  year  at  twelve  pemoe  per  day,  and 
facers  at  their  usual  pay.  A  conference  committee  was 
appointed  for  this  purpose. 

March  27.  Beplyiug  to  a  request  from  the  Assembly  for 
the  muster  rolls  of  the  last  two  detachments,  the  Governor 
said  the  muster  master  was  absent  on  the  frontier,  and 
therefore  the  muster  rolls  could  not  be  produced. 

April  2.  Urging  immediate  consideration  of  measures 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontier. 

April  2.  Denying  the  request  of  the  Assembly  for  an 
adjourmuent  of  that  body  until  tiie  muster  rolls  could  be 
examined. 

April  3.  Eecommending  that  all  pnblio  moneys  raised 
be  immediately  invested  in  their  Majesties  to  be  used  as 
directed  by  their  Letters  Patent,  and  estimating  that  four 
thousand  pounds  would  be  needed  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers.  Two  days  later  a  conference  conunittee  was 
appointed  to  consider  this  subject. 
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April  9.  Vetoing  a  bill  on  whidi  the  Council  had  acti 
adversely,  providing  for  the  supplies  for  the  fronti* 
The  Governor  says  the  bill  contains  "  several  matters  i 
conflistwit  with  truth,  the  trust  by  their  Majesties  repos) 
in  me,  and  the  end  for  which  it  is  mentioned  to  be  made, 
"  I  will  not  detach  a  man,  and  yet  by  God's  assistance  w: 
secure  the  frontiers ;  but  if  by  your  distrust  and  tenacdty  : 
withholding  just  and  reasonable  supplies,  I  am  necessitatt 
to  burthen  the  Province  by  drawing  such  part  of  its  milit 
to  guard  the  frontiers  as  I  shall  judge  requisite,  the  grie 
ance  apparently  lies  at  your  door,  and  cannot,  without  tl 
highest  abuse  to  truth,  be  imposed  on  me." 

April  10.  Repeating  in  part  the  reasons  given  in  b 
veto  message,  the  Governor  again  nrges  the  adoption  c 
adequate  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  In  m 
otier  message,  the  same  day,  the  Governor  urged  "th 
approaching  necessity  for  the  relief  of  those  few  forcei 
now  on  the  frontiers,  which  will  break  or  desert  the  firs 
of  the  nest  month,"  and  said:  "  The  ill  consequences  c 
blood,  devastation  or  mischiefs  whitdi  may  happen,  I  was 
my  hands  of,  and  it  must  be  justly  laid  at  your  doors,  i 
you  will  not  contribute  to  your  own  securities.  I  shall  es 
pect  you  to  be  witnesses  of  my  endeavors,  and  appeal  ti 
the  King  as  the  only  jndge  of  your  actions  and  mine  in  thi 
great  affair,  your  own  safety,  and  his  Majesty's  service.' 

April  12.    The  Council  records  contain  the  following: 

*'  The  Speaker  and  the  whole  house  being  present  ii 
Council  Chamber,  His  Excellency  did  acquaint  them  tha 
he  hath  sent  for  them  to  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  re 
move  those  misunderstandings  which  seem  to  be  amonj 
them,  having  found  a  sort  of  stagnation  upon  all  business 
then  passing  along  the  passages  of  the  Assembly  since  th< 
last  meeting,  did  use  many  pregnant  and  persuasive  argu 
ments  for  their  proceeding  to  consider  of  the  safety  aDC 
ease  of  the  Province,  and  to  leave  fruitless  and  causelesi 
contention  and  jangling;  after  which  remanded  them  tc 
'Jieir  house." 
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April  13.  On  the  12th,  the  Assembly,  acting  on  a  peti- 
tion by  Gbureh  wardens  and  vestrymen  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  expressed  the  opinion  that  "the  vestrymen  and 
chnrt^  wardens  have  power  to  call  a  dissentiog  protestant 
minister;  and  that  be  is  to  be  paid  and  maiataiaed  accord- 
ing as  the  act  directs."  The  next  day  the  Governor  com- 
manded the  attendance  of  the  Assembly  in  the  CotmcU 
Chamber,  and  at  this  meeting  considered  the  action  of  the 
Assembly  relative  to  dissenting  ministers.  The  Governor 
said  there  was  no  church  except  the  Church  of  England 
that  admitted  of  church  wardens  and  vestrymen,  and  that 
it  was  out  of  the  province  of  the  Assembly  to  explain  an 
act  they  did  not  make;  "  the  laws  are  to  be  interpreted  by 
the  judges." 

April  13.  At  the  same  meeting  the  Governor  reproved 
the  Ass^nbly  as  follows : 

*'  I  am  now  sorry  to  tell  you  you  have  sit  a  long  time  to 
oppress  and  burden  the  country,  at  the  charge  of  ten  pound 
a  day,  besides  other  contingencies,  and  have  bad  no  regard 
to  their  Majesties'  service' nor  the  safety  of  the  Province. 
The  whole  time  is  spent  rather  in  contention  for  superi- 
ority, right  of  government,  and  who  shall  command;  for 
that  supply  whi^  you  pretend  you  would  give,  is  no  supply 
at  all  —  if  a  man  give  me  one  thousand  pound  and  oblige 
me  to  pay  two  thousand,  he  gives  me  nothing. 

"  You  now  desire  license  to  print  the  votes.  Mr.  Speaker 
knows  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions,  if  I  may  call  it  one, 
I  told  him  they  might  be  printed  de  die  in  diem;  but  it  never 
was  asked  before. ' ' 

He  said  he  bad  done  all  he  could  to  lighten  the  burdens 
of  the  Pixtvince,  that  the  members  of  the  Council  had  an 
interest  in  the  Province  as  great  as  that  of  the  Assembly, 
contributed  as  much  for  its  support,  and  were  entitled  to 
the  confidence  of  the  Assembly.  Referring  to  the  apparent 
determination  of  the  Assembly  not  to  raise  sufficient  sup- 
plies, the  Governor  said  he  had  decided  to  prorogue  that 
body,  and  it  was  accordingly  prorogued  to  April  23. 

No  acts  were  passed  at  this  session. 
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April  22.  Governor  Fletdier  diBsolved  the  Assembly 
t^e  ground  that  it  had  failed  to  mate  needed  appropi 
tions  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 


latS.    JTTHX.    FIFTH  ASSEMBLY,  FIBST  SISSIOIT. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  20th  of  June.  The  next  c 
the  Governor  made  a  short  speech,  but  the  journals  do  i 
give  it  in  full.  The  following  abstract  ai^>ears  in  the  Coi 
dl  minntes : 

"  Then  recomm^ided  to  them  their  own  ease  and  safi 
in  securing  the  frontiers,  the  quota  assigned  hj  1 
Majesty  to  this  Province  of  two  hundred  men  for  a  jo 
force  of  ail  the  neighboring  colonies  to  be  upon  i 
frontiers,  and  an  encouragement  to  the  forces  lately  co: 
over;'  and  to  consider  of  the  eircnmBtance  of  the  Provii 
with  relation  to  the  late  intelligence  come  from  Albany  a 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  by  way  of  Maryland." 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  4.  The  Assranbly  and  Council  held  a  joint  meett 
at  which  the  Governor  announced  his  approval  of  five  bi 
and  his  rejection  of  two  others,  one  relating  to  desertei 
and  another  containing  a  compliment  of  five  hundr 
pounds  to  himself,  for  which  the  Governor  eixpressed  1: 
thanks,  but  he  thought  it  not  consistent  with  his  honor 
pass  the  bill.  He  told  them  "  he  was  glad  to  see  they  hi 
done  their  business  quietly  without  noise,  and  mudi  e 
pense  of  time,  and  hoped  they  would  prove  a  healing  assei 
bly."  The  Assembly  was  then  adjourned  to  the  first  < 
October. 

1  An  act,  chap,  43,  wa  phased  on  th«  2d  of  July,  providing  for  tlie  defei 
of  the  frontier. 
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BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  Aeaembly  had  been  adjonmed  to  the  first  of  October, 
but  no  quorum  appeared  until  the  second.  On  that  day  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Mb.  Spsaeee  and  xou  Gentlemen  the  Bepbesentattv^ 
OP  THIS  Pbovince. — I  am  glad  to  find  you  met  together  so 
exactly  to  your  time,  and  hope  yon  are  come  with  good 
hearts  and  inclinations  to  serve  his  Majesty  in  securing  the 
Province,  which  is  your  own  interest  and  what  I  heartily 
wish  for  and  shall  always  endeavor. 

The  first  thing  I  recOTmnend  to  your  care  is  the  security 
of  the  frontiers,'  which  to  me  se^ns  to  lie  under  some 
hazard,  the  garrisons  weaker  than  ever,  the  revenue  is 
very  much  indebted,  the  taxes  in  arrears,  our  charges  daily 
grow,  our  neighbors  value  themselves  upon  their  agents  in 
England  and  deny  any  assistance,  and  his  Majesty's 
gracious  commands  in  favor  of  this  Province  and  for  the 
safety  of  his  whole  territories  upon  this  main  wholly  de- 
feated; the  agents  of  the  neighboring  colonies  misrepresent 
thin^  and  are  driving  at  their  private  interests,  by  which 
means  our  burthen  continues,  and  now  the  enemy  have  got 
into  a  nest;  a  r^ular  fort  of  stone  and  lime  at  Cadaracqui 
which  without  all  doubt  will  prove  of  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  us  all,  if  means  cannot  be  found  to  drive  them  out. 

It  will  therefore  be  needful  an  agent  or  agents  be  sent 
home  from  the  govermnent,  to  represent  our  case  and  dr- 

1  This  subject  was  included  in  an  act,  chap.  61,  passed  October  22,  pro- 
Tiding  Tor  fuaiieera  under  the  command  of  Major  Schuyler;  also  on  act, 
chap.  S3,  passed  on  the  24th  of  October,  appropriating  seven  hundred  pounds 
to  be  used  in  paying  the  King's  troops. 

[67] 
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cnmstanoee.^  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  my  duty  in 
peated  endeavors  by  writing  in  behalf  of  the  Provinoe,  : 
have  they  proved  unsuccessful  with  his  Majesty,  bu 
paper  may  be  forgot,  is  laid  aside  and  cannot  answer 
suggestions  and  false  glosses  that  may  be  put  upon  thi: 
by  the  agents  of  our  neighbors. 

It  is  true,  Gentlemen^  this  Province  has  been  uni 
heavy  duty  and  taxes  and  is  much  wasted  thereby.  1 
have  paid  great  taxes  and  the  people  done  hard  duty  U] 
the  frontiers.  It  was  all  ordered  by  yourselves  and  m 
redound  to  your  praise.  Our  neighbors  owe  their  saf 
and  preservation  to  it.  We  are  next  the  enemy  and  a  b 
rier  to  them  who  are  under  none  of  these  duties  nor  b 
dens.  We  are  at  a  great  disadvantage  with  them  in  mat 
of  trade  likewise.  We  have  laid  several  duties  upon  go( 
and  merchandize  at  importation  and  exportation,  with 
excise  for  a  revenue  to  support  the  government;  their  po 
are  free  and  open  to  all.  They  not  only  deny  assistai 
to  us,  but  cover  and  protect  those  of  the  forces  his  Majei 
has  graciously  sent  over  lately  when  they  desert.  We  sh 
be  reduced  to  our  former  and  greater  difficulties  if  thi 
things  be  not  remedied,  it  is  plain  to  us.  Our  neighbor! 
colonies  have  both  got  our  trade  and  people ;  mankind 
where  they  can  be  most  easy,  but  these  things  are  not 
well  known  at  home  and  there  are  many  other  weigl 
affairs  in  hand.  This  comes  upon  me  at  onoe  and  I  am 
my  letters  for  England.  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  mc 
at  present  but  that  you  consider  of  a  living  witness  to  i 
point  an  agent  or  two  from  you  the  Council  and  myse 
that  our  ease  may  be  truly  stated  and  fairly  represented 
the  King.  When  I  shall  think  of  anything  else  I  shall  fi 
a  way  to  communicate  it  to  you.  So  you  may  withdraw 
your  house  and  God  Almighty  direct  you. 

3An  act,  chap.  60,  was  passed  on  the  22d  of  October  appropriating 
thousand  pounds  for  the  employment  of  William  Nicolls  as  agent  of 
Proriiice  to  solicit  the  King's  assiatanee  in  protecting  the  frontiers. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Benjamin  Fletcheb,  1695.  59 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  5.  Beplying  to  an  inqniry  by  the  Assembly  as 
to  '*  what  ■wDl  be  needful  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers 
the  winter  ensuing,"  the  Governor  recommended  that  pro- 
Tisi<m  be  made  for  the  pay  of  Major  Schuyler's  company, 
and  t^t  supplies  be  furnished  "  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  ccmipanies  appointed  by  his  Majesty,  that  their  umnber 
may  be  kept  up,  to  prevent  detachments."    (See  note  1.) 

October  16.  Appointing  a  committee  from  the  Council 
to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Assembly  in 
relation  to  supplies  for  the  King's  troops.    (See  note  1.) 

October  19.  Appointing  a  committee  from  the  Council 
to  join  with  a  ccanmittee  from  the  Assembly  in  preparing 
an  address  to  the  Crown.  This  address  was  signed  on  the 
30th. 

October  22.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Ass^nbly  and 
Council,  the  Governor  disposed  of  pending  bills.  He  ap- 
proved one  relating  to  attorneys,  observing  that  it  was  a 
matter  he  little  understood,  for  he  had  never  had  a  law 
suit,  and  hoped  he  never  should.  He  also  approved  a  bill 
against  the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  remarking  that 
he  hoped  all  would  learn  so  to  lead  their  lives  as  to  make 
every  day  a  SabbatJi.  He  also  approved  a  bill  appropri- 
ating one  thousand  pounds  for  an  agency,  and  said:  "  I 
doubt  not  but  you  will  find  it  well  bestowed  and  prove  very 
beneficial  to  the  Province,  when  there  is  a  fair  and  ttne 
representation  made  to  his  Majesty  of  our  cireumstanoes. 
It  is  too  hard  for  this  Province  to  have  the  whole  charge 
of  the  war  upon  ns,  when  it  is  a  general  defence  to  the  rest. 
I  do  not  question  but  the  King  will  alleviate  our  burden." 
Other  bills  were  disapproved,  including  one  making  an 
appropriation  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  levy  money, 
which  the  Governor  declared  to  be  wholly  inadequate  for 
the  purpose  intraided. 
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Oetober  23.  Appoicting  a  conference  committee  i 
tive  to  the  quota  of  troops  required  from  this  Province 

October  24.  The  Gk>veruor  again,  in  the  presence 
both  Houses,  disposed  of  certain  bills.  One  continue 
former  judicature  act,  but,  says  the  Governor,  * '  with 
addition  which  I  do  not  like;  it  being  a  thing  unprecedei 
for  the  county  justices  to  have  the  power  of  trying  titl» 
land,  where  the  construction  of  deeds  and  writings  is  ne* 
sary,  and  requires  more  skill  in  the  law  than  any  of  tl 
can  pretend  to.  Jn  England  those  controversies  are  tr 
by  nisi  prius,  before  judges  learned  in  the  law ;  howeve: 
is  tfflnporary  and  by  the  advice  of  the  Council  I  have  pas; 
it."  He  also  approved  a  bill  appropriating  seven  bund] 
pounds  "  for  an  encouragement  to  keep  up  the  compan 
till  the  first  of  May  next,"  remarking  that  not  a  farthi 
of  the  appropriaticm  should  be  perverted  to  ^y  other  u 

Preparatory  to  an  adjourmn«it,  the  Governor  meide  \ 
following  recommendation  to  the  Assembly: 

"  There  is  one  thing  I  have  to  offer  to  yon  before  ■ 
part,  and  that  is,  that  you  inquire  into  the  grievances  a 
abuses  in  your  several  counties;  what  oppressions,  wl: 
maladministration  or  abuses  are  cwnmitted  by  any  min 
ters  or  officers  of  the  Government,  that  care  may  be  tak 
to  redress  them.  Ton  are  or  ought  to  be  men  of  good  i 
terest  in  your  counties,  and  if  you  find  any  complaints 
tyranny  or  arbitrary  power,  that  are  false  and  groundlei 
it  is  your  business  to  suppress  those  murmuriogs  by  yoi 
better  information.  If  otherwise,  you  ought  to  represe: 
tiiran  in  Assembly.  One  of  the  first  things  appointed  in 
House  of  Commons  is  a  committee  for  grievances.  If  yc 
find  abuses  in  inferior  officers,  then  you  are  to  apply  to  tl: 
Governor  and  Council,  who  are  ready  to  give  satisfactic 
in  removal  of  them ;  if  it  be  of  the  superiors  as  the  Go' 
emor  or  Council,  tiien  you  have  the  liberty  of  applying  1 
the  King.  I  am  but  a  transient  person  amongst  you,  an 
am  willing  to  answer  for  anything  that  I  have  done.  Yo 
have  now  your  agent  going  home.  I  am  very  willing  yo* 
make  what  application  you  please.  The  Council  have  beei 
witoesses  to  all  my  actions,  and  they  are  men  of  greates 
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interest  in  the  country.  But  if  there  be  nothing  but  an  evil 
spirit  of  mnnunring,  backbiting  and  slander,  without  any 
other  cause  or  reason  than  the  perverse  hmnour  of  dis- 
affected persons  and  unreasonable  men,  it  is  your  business 
to  inform  tiiem  better  of  their  duty  to  their  superiors  and 
towards  one  another,  that  the  government  may  be  happy 
and  harmonious,  and  a  good  affection  and  cheerfulness  in 
doing  those  things  whidi  are  for  your  ease  and  safely; 
whidi  I  call  God  to  witness  has  been,  my  greatest  study 
since  I  come  amongst  you." 

October  26.    The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  25th 
of  Mardi,  1696. 


1696.    lUfiCH.    FITTE  ASSEMBLY,  T&ISD  SESSIOV. 

BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Govemw. 

The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  25th  of  March,  but 
no  quorum  appeared  until  the  7th  of  April.  On  that  day 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Mb.  Speakeb  and  tou  C^entlemen  Bbpbesentativss. — 
The  great  favors  and  kindnesses  we  have  received  frwn 
oar  most  gracious  King  call  for  the  utmost  extent  of  our 
obedience  and  gratitude. 

His  Majesty,  by  late  supplies  of  men,  artillery  and  other 
stores  of  war,  with  the  royal  commands  for  assistance  from 
the  neighboring  governments  (if  a  due  compliance  be 
made)  has  enabled  us  to  withstand  and  oppose  all  onr 
raiemiee  and  to  live  in  a  happy  security.  Nothing  but  our 
sins  can  render  his  Majesty's  care  ineffectual.  The  bless- 
ings of  Almighty  God  will  go  along  with  oar  endeavors  if 
ve  first  assert  oar  duty  to  Him  and  pay  a  due  deference 
to  our  Prince.  Obedience  to  government  is  a  part  of 
religion. 
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The  King  neither  commands  nor  desires  anything  oj 
but  what  may  eontribnte  to  our  own  felicity  j  and  this 
be  easily  accomplished  by  a  proper  use  of  all  those  helpf 
has  graciously  condescended  to  give  as. 

It  must  be  considered  that  all  utensils  of  war  are 
tools,  and  of  no  use  without  hands  to  employ  them. 

The  King  has  sent  us  men  to  work  with  those  tools 
our  ease  and  safety;  but  men  wear  out;  they  die,  tl 
desert;  are  often  sick  and  weak.  Armies  and  battalii 
must  be  kept  up  by  constant  recruits,  else  they  cnun 
to  nothing. 

The  forces  late  sent  over  are  much  weakened  since  th 
arrival  and  will  be  more  so  unless  some  proper  eneoura, 
ment  be  thought  of  for  them,  as  in  the  like  case  praeti( 
in  the  Leeward  Islands.  The  rate  of  laborers  runs  so  hi 
in  this  country  that  most  necessitous  men  rather  choose 
earn  their  bread  with  the  spade  than  the  sword. 

We  shall  want  both  men  and  money  to  render  his  Mi 
esty's  gracious  assistance  answerable  to  his  royal  inU 
tions. 

It  ought  ever  to  be  acknowledged  with  an  humble  sen 
on  our  parts  that,  notwithstanding  his  Majesty's  prese 
pressures,  the  great  and  bloody  war  he  is  engaged  it,  t 
daily  hazards  he  exposes  his  sacred  person  to,  yet  he  i 
members  this  little  handful  of  his  people. 

Let  us  not  forget  what  we  owe  to  such  a  King,  to  sut 
royal  bounty.  Let  us  not  forget  ourselves,  but  wisely  eo 
sider  our  own  safety  by  strengthening  our  frontiers,'  whii 
I  chiefly  propose  to  you  as  the  best  return  we  can  maki 
the  most  acceptable  service  we  can  do  to  our  King  and  1 
our  country. 

His  Majesty  has  by  his  royal  letter  recommended  to  t 
the  building  of  a  chapel  in  this  fort;  a  former  Aasembl 


iThis  mbject  was  included  in  an  act,  ciiap.  56,  paued  April  18,  makii 
sereral  approprifttioue  for  frontier  defence. 
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took  some  notice  of  it;  I  hope  yon  will  not  be  wanting  on 
your  parts  to  forward  and  finish  it.' 

I  have  directed  Ool.  Cortlandt  and  Col.  Heatbcote  to  lay 
before  you  a  clear  account  both  of  th^e  revenue  and  taxes, 
which  will  give  you  satisfaction.  You  will  find  the  gov- 
ernment in  debt;  and  consider  that  such  gentlemen  as  have 
advanced  money  upon  the  credit  of  it  may  not  sn£fer  for 
their  zeal  for  the  public  weal,  being  the  money  thus  lent 
has  been  when  alarms  or  other  ezigwts  have  called  for  an 
immediate  care,  wherein  our  common  safety  seaned  con- 
cerned, and  at  snch  seasons  when  we  conld  not  timely  meet 
in  Assembly.  I  will  not  doubt  of  your  care  in  a  matter  of 
such  moment.  You  will  all  concnr  to  keep  up  the  credit  of 
the  government,  which  in  some  measure  is  the  safety  of  it.' 

The  money  granted  last  sessions  is  in  great  part  left  to 
my  dispose  (it  is  not  yet  paid).  I  desire  for  my  own  ease 
and  your  satisfaction  that  a  committee  of  your  House  may 
confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Conncil  on  this  matter,  that 
the  money  be  applied  to  the  public  good.  I  woold  have  it 
obvious  to  you  and  all  men  that  it  is  not  converted  to  any 
by  or  private  end,  nor  do  I  desire  one  penny  of  it  should 
be  paid  unto  me,  nor  to  be  any  further  concerned  than  to 
sign  warrants  for  the  payment  of  it  to  sudi  uses  as  you 
shall  advise. 

Gentlemen.—  I  wish  you  a  good  agreement  and  under- 
standing amongst  yourselves  that  his  Majesty's  favors  be 
not  lost  upon  us,  but  that  the  safety,  honor  and  prosperity 
of  this  Province  may  be  timely  considered,  as  by  his  Maj- 
esty in  the  repeated  succours  he  has  been  gra^ously 
pleased  to  send  us,  so  on  our  parts  by  an  humble  acknowl- 
edgement for  them  and  a  proper  application  of  them. 

3By  ftn  kct  pasMd  on  the  18th  ot  April,  chap.  67,  «ii  addlttoiwl  approprla- 
tiau  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was  made  for  ftniahing  the  chapel  In 
thefort. 

SAn  act,  ch«p.  57,  paaaed  April  18,  provided  for  paying  the  debts  of  the 
Proriaee. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  9.    Appointing  from  the  Coiincil  members 
conference  committee  relative  to  measures  for  tiie  dei 
of  the  frontier. 

April  16.  Recommending  a  bill  for  the  paymen 
Major  Schuyler's  company  for  two  months. 

April  20.  Becommenduig  that  the  Assembly  imn 
ately  ascertain  the  debts  of  the  government,  and  pro 
for  the  payment  thereof,  and  for  the  completion  of 
chapel.    (As  to  the  chapel,  see  note  2;  debts,  note  3.) 

April  24.  Announcing  his  approval  of  certain  t 
The  Assembly  was  thereupon  adjourned  to  the  29tl 
September. 


1696.    OCTOBBK.    FIFTH  ASSBHBLT,  FOntTB  SESSIOH. 


BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  was  adjonmed  to  the  29tii  of  Septeml 
bat  on  the  12th  of  September  the  Governor  issued  a  prot 
mation  again  adjourning  the  Ass^nbly  until  the  15th 
October,  for  the  reason  that  the  public  service  required 
attendance  at  Albany.  A  quorum  appeared  on  the  16th, 
which  time  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Me.  Speakbb  and  tou  Gentlemen  Bepbesentattves, 
The  season  of  the  year  will  hardly  admit  of  a  long  se8si( 
yet  the  present  state  of  the  Province  calls  for  deliben 
and  mature  consideration. 

The  last  session  was  carried  on  with  a  tme  regard  of  o 
duty  to  his  Majesty,  our  most  gracious  King.  We  had 
beat,  but  were  united,  agreeing  in  all  our  debates,  so  I  ho; 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Bbkjamin  Fletcheb,  1696.  65 

it  shall  always  be;  we  remain  the  same  men  and  retain  the 
same  principles. 

Ms.  Speaebb.—  I  am  to  acquaint  you  I  have  been  necessi- 
tated twice  this  smnmer  by  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council 
to  visit  Albany.  The  French  Governor  of  Canada  marched 
with  8o  considerable  a  force  into  the  Indian  country  of 
Onondaga  and  Oneida  tliat  I  could  not  suppose  his  design 
would  end  there,  but  expected  that  he  would  with  that 
strength  attempt  Albany,  where  I  was  ready  to  adjust  my 
duty  in  defence  of  the  place.  He  contented  himself  with  a 
poor  insult  over  our  naked  Indiana,  and  retired.  Yet  he 
destroyed  tJlie  castles  and  com  of  those  two  nations,  who 
must  perish  this  winter  if  not  relieved  by  us. 

You  all  know  they  have  been  true  to  their  Majesty's 
interest  in  joining  with  this  Province  against  our  common 
enemy  the  French,  and,  unless  ^iconraged,  may  be  com- 
pelled by  poverty  to  mate  their  peace  with  them. 

My  second  journey  was  to  comfort  those  distressed 
Indians  and  to  assure  them  of  his  Majesty's  royal  favor 
and  protection,  and  to  renew  tiie  covenant  chain  with  the 
whole  Five  Nations,  whid)  has  been  done  with  as  much 
cheerfulness  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  as  I  have  ever  yet 
observed. 

I  gave  them  those  present  which  his  Majesty  in  his  great 
consideration  of  their  services  to  us  (his  loyal  subjects  of 
this  Province)  was  pleased  to  send  from  England,  as  marks 
of  his  royal  bounty;  they  bespoke  the  magnificence  of  onr 
great  King,  yet  did  not  answer  the  wants  of  those  dis- 
tressed people,  so  that  the  Council  thought  it  necessary  to 
add,  at  the  charge  of  the  Province,  such  things  as  suited 
beet  their  present  necessities.  This  has  occasioned  a  great 
charge  which  I  recommend  to  your  consideration  and  hope 
you  will  inquire  into.' 

■  An  act,  chftp.  59,  pawed  the  30th  of  October,  appropriated  two  himdrad 
pouada  for  the  relief  of  the  Indiana  whose  caatles  and  com  had  been  deatroyad 
bj  the  Frenclu  The  same  act  appropriated  two  hundred  pound*  to  reimburee 
thr  Governor  for  monoj  borrowed  and  used  bf  him  during  the  recent  French 
ianaion  of  the  Indian  country. 
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The  CouncD  has  joined  with  me  to  take  money 
credit  of  the  govermnent  to  answer  this  emergency. 

At  my  renewing  the  covenant  chain  (bo  the  Indian 
it)  I  fotmd  ibyself  obliged  to  promise  a  snpply  o 
visions  to  the  Onondagas  and  Cayngas,  they  being'  th 
sufferers  of  the  Five  Nations  in  Uie  French  descent. 
I  hope  you  will  consider  by  raising  a  fund  to  answer 

Mb.  Spbakbb.—  The  money  so  generously  grantee 
former  session  for  the  encouragement  of  his  Maj 
companies  has  not  bad  the  effect  you  designed  and 
deavored.  Either  tie  neglect  of  the  assessors  an 
lectors,  or  want  of  force  in  the  acts,  has  occasioned  a 
arrear  by  which  the  soldiers  have  been  discourage^ 
evU-minded  men  have  found  arguments  to  persuade 
to  desert  the  service.  The  most  of  those  who  volun 
enlisted  themselves  upon  the  encouragement  you  ga 
three  pound  a  man  levy  money  (which  I  am  sure  was 
tiiem),  notwithstandii^  the  addition  of  four  pence  i 
which  you  have  also  given,  they  have  deserted;  fou 
out  of  one  company  taking  the  King's  arms  with  then 
are  received  and  harbored  by  tiieir  relations  in  the  fa 
the  magistracy.  This  evil  has  its  source  principally 
the  failure  of  payments  at  the  appointed  times,  so 
three  companies,  which  ought  to  be  a  hundred  ead] 
dwindled  to  two  hundred  twenty-one  men.  One  hm 
more  will  barely  answer  a  necessary  force  for  the  de 
of  that  place,  which  I  recommend  to  your  considera 

Col.  Cortlandt,  who  receives  that  money,  will  show 
as  he  does  me,  that  of  tiie  taxes  payable  the  25th  of  1^1 
past  there  is  an  arrear  of  twenty-one  hundred  sevi 
nine  pounds,  five  shillings  and  four  pence  farthing,  ai 
that  payable  the  29th  of  September  last,  one  thousand 
hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  two  p 


2  An  act,  chap.  58,  pMsed  on  the  30th  ot  October,  appropriated  aix  hi 
pounda  for  the  puipose  of  raising  ooe  hundred  additional  men. 
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half-penny."  I  hope  you  will  think  of  preventing  this 
malady  by  giving  force  to  your  acts,  that  money  be  duly 
paid  according  to  the  time,  and  that  all  deserters  may  be 
paniahed,  with  those  that  harbor  them. 

The  security  of  this  Province,  your  own  estates  and  free- 
holds, depends  upon  your  care  in  these  two  material  points. 

Mb.  Spbaeeb. — I  have  received  an  address  from  Hie 
ma^stratea  of  Albany  desiring  my  presence  with  them  this 
winter.  I  assured  them  I  was  ever  ready  to  be  where  his 
Majesty's  service  calls,  and  promised  them  an  answer,  in 
fourteen  days ;  but  was  willing  to  have  the  concurrence  of 
the  Council  and  Assembly  in  a  matter  which  seems  of 
mament;  all  correspondence  betwixt  York  and  Albany 
being  shot  np  by  the  frost  for  some  months.  Their  address 
I  shall  lay  before  yon ;  it  contains  their  reasons. 

I  desire  a  conmiittee  of  your  House  may  join  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Council  to  consider  of  it  and  give  me  advice. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  great  pressures  we  lie  under 
by  the  presrait  war  while  this  Province  singly  bears  the 
weight  and  is  become  a  frontier  to  our  neighboring  Prov- 
inces whose  safety  is  derived  from  the  preservation  of 
Albany  no  less  than  ours. 

We  not  only  pay  a  duty  upon  our  trade,  but  are  also 
taxed  for  our  private  estates;  the  very  noise  thereof 
frightens  away  the  trading  vessels  to  the  neighboring 
colonies  that  are  free  from  this  duty,  albeit  they  often 
come  to  a  worse  market. 

I  have  made  frequent  application  for  assistance  from 
our  neighbors,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  one  man, 
but  this  matter  will  be  represented  to  his  Majesty  by  those 
employed  for  that  purpose.  You  have  an  agent  in  England 
of  your  own  choice,  who  I  am  sure  will  faitiifully  state  the 
case  of  the  Province  before  the  King,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
but  that  his  most  sacred  Majesty  will  afford  us  such  relief 
as  will  lighten  our  burthen. 
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I  hope  yon  will  not  let  a  good  cause  (the  general  < 
com)  fall  for  want  of  a  supply. 

Gentlbmbk. —  You  have  free  access  to  all  tiie  bookt 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  revenue  and  taxee  of 
Province;  I  do  earnestly  deeire  you  all  to  satisfy  yc 
sdves  in  the  disposition  of  it. 

I  do  declare  to  yon  and  shall  be  always  able  to  mak< 
appear  that  I  never  received  one  penny  of  the  public  moi 
raised  upon  the  country,  neither  by  my  own  hand 
any  other,  for  my  use,  nor  never  designed  or  desired 
enrich  myself  by  it;  in  this  matter  you  can  vindicate 
when  you  please. 

I  pray  God  direct  you  to  what  may  tend  to  His  glo 
the  honor  of  his  sacred  Majesty  our  King,  the  safety  s 
prosperity  of  this  Province. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  20.  Appointing  from  the  Council  members 
a  conference  committee  to  consider  the  address  from  t 
magistrates  of  Albany,  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  opt 
ing  speech. 

October  21.  CMumunicating  to  the  Assembly  intei 
gence  relative  to  a  skirmish  between  a  "party  of  o 
Indians  '*  and  a  party  of  French,  consisting  of  twenty-o 
men,  who  bad  lately  come  from  Canada  with  a  design 
destroy  Kinderhook,  and  in  which  the  French  were  def  eat€ 

October  26.  Transmitting  certain  letters  from  New  En 
land  (the  contents  of  which  are  not  given),  and  also  tl 
journal  of  the  Governor's  recent  visit  to  Albany  to  confi 
with  the  Indians. 

October  28.  Expressing  the  opinion  that  an  addition 
one  hundred  men  would  be  sufScient  for  the  defMce  * 
Albany  during  the  coming  winter.    (See  note  2.) 

October  30.  Appointing  from  the  Council  members  ( 
a  committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  King,  congrati 
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lating  him  on  his  "happy  deliveruice  from  the  late 
wicked  assassination."  This  address  was  signed  on  the 
3d  of  November. 

Nov»nber  2.  Informing  the  Assembly  of  his  intention 
to  go  to  Albany  to  take  person^  charge  of  affairs  there 
for  the  winter. 

November  3.  The  Assembly  was  adjonmed  to  the  25th 
of  March,  1697. 


1687.    HASCB.    FIFTH   ASSBHBLT.  FIFTH   SESSION. 


BENJAMIN  FLETCHER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  was  adjonmed  to  the  25th  of  March;  a 
quorum  appeared  on  the  29th,  at  which  time  the  Governor 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Mb.  Speaker  and  tou  Gbntlbhen  Bbpbbsentatives.— 
I  am  very  glad  to  meet  you  here  according  to  your  adjourn- 
ment the  last  sessions.  I  just  now  heard  the  members  of 
Westch^ter  county  have  absented,  and  hope,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  house  will  do  that  right  to  their  own  honor  to  inquire 
into  the  reason  of  their  absence. 

I  was  called  to  Albany  this  winter  by  a  double  obliga- 
tion, my  duty  to  his  most  sacred  Majesty  in  discharge  of 
that  trust  he  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  put  into  my 
hands,  and  my  affections  to  his  subjects  of  that  city,  who 
by  address  desired  my  presence  with  them. 

And  indeed  the  intelligence  of  a  design  on  that  place  by 
the  French  and  their  Indians  (being  flushed  with  their 
success  on  Pemaquid  in  New  England  the  last  summer) 
was  a  Biifficient  spur  to  me. 
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I  therefore  resolved  to  make  Albany  my  winter  qua 
looking  upon  it  not  only  as  a  barrier  to  this  Province 
to  other  colonies  of  his  Majesty's  empire  in  America. 

My  passa^  met  with  some  difficulties  by  an  early 
ter,  being  twice  drove  ashore  by  the  ice,  ajid  at  last  lo 
up  by  it,  yet  I  made  the  journey  in  twelve  days  though 
some  extraordinary  expense,  being  necessitated  to  ti 
part  of  the  way  by  land  with  a  detachment  of  my 


Col.  Schuyler,  who  commands  Uie  militia  in  those  p 
and  speaks  the  language,  was  very  active  in  procu 
wagons  and  other  assistance,  as  sleighs,  for  bringing 
field-pieces,  small  arms,  ammunition,  ete.,  which  could 
be  done  gratis. 

This  journey  had  the  effect  I  expected.  Some  fam 
who  designed  to  remove,  upon  the  report  of  my  con 
staid,  by  which  the  garrison  was  much  strengthened. 

I  observed  in  all  the  inhabitants  great  zeal  for  his  3 
esty's  service;  they  were  cheerful  in  the  performanci 
their  duty,  watchful  and  vigilant  upon  those  guards  c 
mitted  to  their  care. 

The  inhabitants  are  somewhat  straitened  by  quartet 
his  Majesty's  companies,  the  houses  are  small,  fitted  c 
for  the  conveniency  of  their  own  families.  If  bam 
were  built  (which  would  be  no  great  diarge)  the  inh; 
tants  would  be  eased,  soldiers  better  accommodated,  dei 
tion  easier  prevented,  and  the  city  better  fortified. 

And  as  you  have  hitherto  showed  great  regard  Jor 
Majesty's  service  in  taking  care  aa  well  for  recruiting 
better  subsisting  his  Majesty's  companies,  so  I  hope  ; 
will  continue  in  the  good  mind  of  easing  the  inhabita 
by  accommodating  the  soldiers. 

Tour  last  gratuity  to  them  bad  that  influence  that 
one  man  has  deserted  since. 

I  desire  you  will  appoint  some  of  your  house  to  look  i 
those  payments,  by  which  you  will  see  that  so  much  moi 
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as  oould  be  got  apon  the  credit  of  that  act  has  been  ap- 
plied as  it  directs. 

Those  recruits  from  Connecticut  came  very  seaaonabiy; 
they  had  their  levy  money,  and  those  two  officers  that  con- 
ducted them  were  paid  one  pound  for  each  man  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  pains  and  care,  which  I  hope  gave  them  all 
satisfaction. 

The  winter  seems  tiie  most  proper  season  for  the  PrMioh 
to  make  an  attack  upon  Albany,  all  rivers,  lakes  and 
marshes  being  so  hard  by  the  frost  that  cannon  may  be 
drawn,  eta  Yet  in  summer  those  parts  suffer  most  by 
Bculking  parties  of  French  and  Indians,  so  that  I  must 
recommend  to  you  the  care  of  recruiting  his  Majesty's 
companies  at  May  next  (when  the  term  of  those  enlisted 
by  your  act  determines),  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible  to 
cover  the  out  plantations;  those  farmers  will  remove  and 
leave  the  country  waste,  the  consequence  of  that  will  be 
the  desolation  of  the  city,  which  must  then  become  a 
garrison. 

The  Five  Nations  of  Indians  can  have  no  relief  there, 
their  friends  being  gone,  which  they  must  justly  conclude 
to  be  the  fear  of  the  French,  and  those  Indians  will  then 
parchase  their  safety  and  conveniency  by  joining  to  our 
enemies  of  Canada. 

The  care  you  have  taken  for  payment  of  a  party  to 
advance  upon  tiie  enemy's  borders,  and  lodge  there  for 
some  time  to  discover  their  motion,  is  of  great  use.'  I 
hope  you  will  continue  that  allowance,  and  also  consider 
the  advantage  we  found  last  summer  by  the  payment  of 
six  pounds  to  any  Christian  or  Indian  for  every  head  they 
bring  in  of  those  scnlking  murderers  who  spare  neither 
women  nor  children.  By  that  encouragement  we  had  some 
of  them  cut  off  in  September  last;  those  gentlemen  you 
have  intrusted  in  the  payment  of  the  advance  parties  are 

■  An  «ct,  chap.  63,  was  passed  on  the  20th  ot  April,  nuUcing  furtber  pro- 
vUion  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier. 
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witliout  doubt  the  best  qualified  for  thisj  being  resid 
Albany  they  should  have  a  fund  or  credit  to  pay  for 
head  brought  in. 

The  punctual  payment  for  last  summer's  service 
^ur  many  young  men  to  be  adventurers,  both  Chri! 
and  Indians.  They  will  hunt  hard  upon  this  encou 
ment.  I  desire  you  will  continue  life  in  so  honest  a  d 
for  the  preservation  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in 
parts. 

I  cannot  be  unconcerned  at  the  hardship  this  Fro- 
lies  under  above  others  (by  reason  of  this  war) ;  you 
agents  now  attending  his  Majesty,  he  is  our  grai 
Eling,  father  of  his  people,  he  will  hear. 

A  true  and  plain  account  of  our  circumstances  wi 
represented,  and  relief  obtained  from  his  Majesty's  j: 
care  of  all  his  subjects. 

You  have  seen  the  memorial  given  in  to  their  E: 
leocies,  the  Lords  Justices.  I  have  since  received  let 
and  another  paper  given  in  by  those  gentlemen  to  the  B 
Honorable  the  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantati 
I  shall  communicate  them  to  your  house. 

I  know  those  gentlonen  employed  from  the  Province 
faithful  and  diligent;  I  will  not  question  their  succesi 
we  are  not  wanting  to  ourselves;  they  are  at  an  exi 
ordinary  charge,  one  of  thwu  is  out  of  the  road  of  t 
business  which  is  his  support ;  his  fortune  and  his  fan 
both  suffer  by  his  absence.  He  was  appointed  by  yo 
selves.  You  will  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
the  carrying  on  so  good  a  work  which  is  so  well  beg 
and  when  finished  will  lighten  our  present  burden  s 
secure  us  from  the  attempts  of  onr  enemies. 

Gentlemen,  I  pray  God  direct  you. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  30.  TraDsmitting  letters  from  Mr.  Nicolls  and 
Mr.  Brooke,  and  also  two  memorials  presented  by  than  to 
the  Lords  Justices  of  England  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
Province. 

April  2.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Deputy  Governor 
Treat  of  Boston,  16S4,  "  desiring  the  inhabitants  of  Rye 
and  Bedford  to  be  obedient  under  the  government  of  this 
Province." 

April  12.  Urging  liberal  appropriataons  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier. 

April  13.  Referring  again  to  the  subject  of  appropria- 
tions, and  also  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
sheriff  of  Westchester  "concerning  the  defection  of  the 
towns  of  Eye  and  Bedford." 

April  14.  Announcing  a  conference  committee  on  a 
bill  appropriating  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  frontier 
defence. 

April  17.  Reluctantly  approving  a  bill  for  frontier  de- 
fence, but  expressing  doubt  as  to  the  sufBdenoy  of  the 
appropriation. 

April  21.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  had  directed 
the  preparation  of  a  statement  showing  the  arrears  of 
taxes  under  former  acts. 

April  22.  The  laws  enacted  at  this  session  were  pub- 
lished in  the  nsnal  manner.  The  Governor  made  the  fol- 
lowing observations  on  the  work  of  the  session: 

"  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  time  spent  in  needless 
debates,  the  money  which  you  first  gave  would  have  an- 
swered all  that  I  did  propose,  and  what  is  done  might  have 
been  finished  in  a  day  or  two ;  it  is  now  near  a  month.  I 
am  glad  you  are  come  to  a  conclusion  at  last,  and  that  those 
gentlemen,  Col.  Cortlandt  and  Col.  Bayard,  have  given  you 
satisfaction  as  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers ;  it  is  no  good 
sign  of  an  honest  mui  to  believe  all  others  to  be  knaves  and 
distrust  everybody," 
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Concluding  his  remarks,  the  Governor  suggested  1 
if  he  were  to  act  upon  the  reconunendation  of  some  m 
bers  of  the  Assembly  he  would  adjourn  that  body  fo 
"  twelvemonth,"  but  the  agent  who  had  been  appointee 
solidt  royal  aid  for  the  def^ice  of  the  frontier  might  n 
further  appropriations,  and  therefore  an  earlier  meet 
of  the  Assembly  might  be  desirable.  If,  however,  th 
should  be  no  occasion  for  a  meeting  in  the  autumn, 
would  adjourn  or  prorogue  the  Assembly  to  the  "  spr 
of  the  year."  The  Assembly  was  thereupon  adjourned 
the  21st  of  September,  1697. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  meeting  of  the  Assembly 
Septfflnber.  Probably  no  legislative  action  was  necessi 
in  relation  to  the  agent  of  tiie  Province  in  London,  i 
there  se^ns  to  have  been  no  other  occasion  for  a  meet 
of  the  Assfflnbly.  On  the  21st  of  October  the  Goven 
prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  25t^  of  March,  1698. 


1098.    MAY.    SIXTH  ASSEMBLY,  FUST  SESSION. 

EARL  OF  BELLOMONT,  Governor. 

The  fifth  Assembly  had  been  pror<^iied  by  Goven 
Fletiiher  on  the  21st  of  October,  1697,  to  the  25th  of  Mar 
1698,  but  it  did  not  meet  on  that  day,  and  never  met  aga 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly  in  1 
spring  of  1697,  Richard  Coote,  Earl  of  Bellomont,  ^ 
appointed  Governor  of  the  Province.  His  commissi 
bears  date  Jnne  18,  1697,  and  the  usual  instruoticms  w( 
issued  to  him  on  th©  Slst  of  August  following.  T] 
appointment  was  soon  known  in  the  Province,  thou 
Governor  Bellomont  did  not  arrive  in  New  York  until  t 
following  spring.  The  Council  minutes  during  the  f; 
and  winter  frequently  refer  to  his  expected  arrival,  ai 
the  coming  change  of  administration  was  doubtless  one 
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the  reasons  which  led  to  the  prorogation  of  the  Assembly 
to  March,  1698.  This  prorogation  was  not  renewed.  Qov- 
emor  Bellomont  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1698,  took  the  oaths,  published  his  commission, 
received  the  seals,  and  assumed  the  duties  of  his  office. 
On  the  same  day  the  Assembly  was  dissolved,  and  writs 
of  election  were  ordered  to  be  prepared  for  a  new  Assembly. 
On  the  5ih  the  writs  were  made  returnable  the  18th  of  May. 
On  the  19th  the  Assembly  was  organized,  and  the 
Governor,  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses,  delivered  the 
following   ' 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  My  voyage  hither  from  England  was  very 
tedious  and  attended  with  great  hardships,  but  since  my 
being  among  you  I  have  endeavored  to  redeem  that  loss  of 
time  by  applying  myself  diligently  to  the  public  .business 
in  duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  that  I  might  be  the  better 
enabled  to  serve  you. 

I  cannot  but  observe  to  you  what  a  legacy  my  predecessor 
has  left  me,  and  what  diffionlties  to  struggle  with  a  divided 
people,  an  empty  treasury,  a  few  miserable,  naked,  half 
starved  soldiers,  not  half  the  nxmiber  the  King  allowed  pay 
for,  the  fortifications  and  even  Qi&  Governor's  house  very 
much  out  of  repair,  and,  in  a  word.  Gentlemen,  the  whole 
government  out  of  frame;  to  you  therefore  I  reconunend 
the  consideration  of  these  disorders  as  best  becoming  your 
prudence  to  apply  the  proper  remedies,  and  you  may  be 
sure  of  my  hearty  concurrence  in  everything  that  will  con- 
duce to  the  extinguishing  those  heats  and  animosities 
among  you,  which  I  fear  have  been  of  late  years  indus- 
triously cherished  and  fomented,  and  to  the  curing  all  the 
other  disorders  and  mischiefs  among  yon. 

It  haa  been  represented  to  the  government  in  England 
that  this  Province  hath  been  a  noted  receptacle  of  Pirates, 
and  the  trade  of  it  under  no  restriction,  but  the  acts  of 
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trade  violated  by  the  neglect  and  connivance  of  those  wl 
duty  it  was  to  have  prevented  it.  I  hope,  Gentlemen, 
will  put  all  the  discoimtenance  imaginable  on  that  flagit 
crime  of  piracy,  which  is  not  only  the  worst  sort  of  robh 
bnt  is  for  the  most  part  attended  with  the  horrid  sij 
murder,  which  is  a  great  aggravation  of  that  odious  p 
tice,  detested  by  all  the  civil  nations  of  the  world.  It  is 
only  injurious  to  the  honor  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Eng 
nation,  but  also  highly  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  Engli 
and  particularly  to  the  East  India  Company,  and  the  ( 
tiemen  of  the  Council  here  present  will  bear  me  witi 
that  my  orders  from  his  Majesty  are  very  strict  for 
quiring  into  and  effectually  preventing  for  the  future  1 
lawless  and  vile  trade  of  piracy  within  my  government 

As  I  have  declared  myself  against  piracy  and  all  unl 
ful  trade,  so  I  must  assure  you  I  will  give  you  all  the 
couragement  I  can  possible  in  carrying  on  a  lawful  tr 
■  and  everything  else  that  will  make  you  happy  and  flourish] 

Mb.  Speakee,  and  yott,  Gentlemen,  Bepbesbntative! 
I  hope  you  wiU  take  into  your  consideration  that  the  i 
enue  is  near  expiring,  and  that  you  will  provide  for 
support  of  the  government  for  the  time  to  come,  i 
therein  give  me  leave  to  put  you  in  mind  that  your  d 
and  respect  to  his  Majesty  should  be  an  argument  to  ^ 
not  to  leave  the  government  destitute.  It  would  be  hare 
I  that  come  among  yon  with  an  honest  mind  and  a  resc 
tion  to  be  just  to  your  interest,  should  meet  with  grea 
difficulties  in  the  discharging  of  his  Majesty's  service  tl 
those  that  have  gone  before  me.  I  will  take  care  th< 
shall  be  no  misapplication  of  the  public  money;  I  v 
pocket  none  of  it  myself,  nor  shall  there  be  any  embezz 
ment  by  others,  bnt  exact  account  shall  be  given  you  wli 
and  as  often  as  yon  shall  require. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  accounts  to  be  laid  before  you  tl 
you  may  see  the  state  of  the  debts  of  the  government  a 
take  such  course  for  the  discharge  of  them  as  you  sh: 
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think  fit.  I  wish  too  you  would  consider  how  to  restore 
credit  to  the  govemmeut,  which  I  understand  is  now  very 
low,  if  not  wholly  lost 

I  have  ordered  the  engineer  to  go  and  visit  the  frontiers 
and  to  report  to  me  tiie  state  and  condition  be  finds  the 
fortificati(ms  in ;  which  report  I  intend  for  you  as  soon  as 
it  comes  to  my  hands. 

Gentlemen. — I  must  remind  you  of  the  necessity  there 
is  of  finding  out  some  expedient  to  reconcile  the  parties 
among  you.  I  must  own  to  you  I  set  my  heart  so  much  on 
it  that  I  shall  think  it  the  glory  of  my  government  to  bring 
so  good  a  work  to  pass.  I  desire,  therefore,. you  will  think 
of  the  proper  methods  to  effect  an  entire  reconciliation 
among  you ;  to  be  of  one  faith  and  one  mind  is  not  only  an 
excellent  scripture  rule,  but  also  a  good  maxim  in  govern- 
ment. Union  amongst  a  people  is  the  bond  of  peace  and  of 
strength  too. 

You  cannot  but  know  what  abuses  have  been  formerly  in 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  the  Assembly,  whidi  tends 
much  to  the  subversion  of  your  liberties.  I  do  therefore 
recomm^id  to  yon  the  making  a  law  to  provide  against  it, 
and  that  you  will  think  of  sueb  other  law  as  you  will  stand 
in  need  of  to  secure  to  this  Province  a  lasting  happiness, 
to  which  I  promise  you  my  concurrence. 

I  shall  conclade,  G-entlemen,  with  recommending  that 
whi(^  is  chiefly  incumbent  upon  us  all;  an  inviolable  duty 
and  allegiance  to  his  Majeaty,  who  by  his  valour  has 
rescued  us  from  the  two  greatest  plagues  that  ever  infested 
the  world  — popery  and  slavery;  and  by  that  and  his  wise 
and  temperate  government  has  secured  us  the  free  exercise 
of  our  holy  proteetant  religion,  the  enjoyment  of  our 
liberties  and  estates,  and  as  a  further  instance  and  illus- 
tration of  the  glory  of  his  reign,  his  Majesty  has  with  re- 
peated ha2ard8  of  his  precious  life,  procured  for  ns  and  all 
Christendom  a  glorious  peace;  for  which.  Gentlemen,  let 
na  address  bis  Majesty  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  accept  of  the  tender  of  our  most  humble  duty  and  thanks. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  23.  Appointing  from  the  Coundl  members 
conference  committee  on  an  address  to  the  Crown,  ^ 
was  also  to  include  James  Graham,  the  Attomey-Gei 
The  address  was  signed  on  the  first  of  June. 

June  8.  Eecommending  tiie  following  l^slation: 
tinning  the  judicature  act;  modifying  the  statute  relati 
inferior  courts  by  reducing  the  number  of  justices ;  exp 
ing  clauses  in  the  act  of  the  revenue  relating  to  the  e 
and  suppressing  unlicensed  tippling  houses. 

June  10.  It  seems  that  differences  arose  among  r 
bers  of  the  Assembly,  resulting  in  the  withdrawal  oJ 
representatives,  who  presented  a  petition  to  the  Gove 
and  CouncU,  but  the  legislative  records  do  not  conta 
copy  of  tile  petition,  nor  the  reasons  for  the  withdra 
The  Governor  required  the  attendance  of  the  Assembl 
the  fort,  and  the  two  Houses  being  in  joint  session 
petition  was  read  and  the  Governor  thereupon  said 
could  not  "  meddle  in  that  matter,  the  House  alone  bi 
the  sole  judges  of  any  difference  arising  amongst  th 
selves,"  but  *'  that  being  very  tender  in  toudiing  the  pi 
leges  of  the  fiouse,  he  did  recommend  it  to  them,  and 
said  sis:  members"  to  "accommodate  matters  speed 
that  they  may  go  on  imanimously  in  the  service  of 
King  and  the  public." 

June  14.  The  Assembly  was  dissolved,  the  Goverr 
assigning  his  reasons  that  the  Assembly  had  sat  a  wb 
month  without  interruption  and  had  done  nothing  eitl 
for  the  service  of  the  King  or  the  good  of  the  country, 
eept  the  address  to  bis  Majesty.  "  I  am  sorry  your  c 
riage,"  he  said,  "  since  hatb  been  so  contrary  thereto  tl 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  King's  service  and  t 
safety  and  peace  of  the  government  that  you  should  be  d 
solved.     Your  proceedings  have  been  so  unwarrantab 
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wholly  tending  to  strife  and  division,  and  indeed  disloyal 
to  his  Majesty  and  his  laws  and  destructive  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  that  I  do  think  fit  to  dissolve 
this  present  Assembly,  and  it  is  dissolved  accordingly." 
No  laws  were  passed  by  this  Assembly. 


1698.    HASCH.    SETEHTH  ASSEMBLT,  FIBST  SESSIOH. 


EARL  OP  BELLOMONT.  Governor. 

This  Assembly  vraa  called  to  meet  on  the  second  of 
March,  but  a  qnomm  was  not  present  until  the  21sl  On 
that  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbittlbubn.—  There  had  been  no  occasion  for  calling 
you  at  this  time,  if  the  last  Assembly  had  answered  the 
good  ends  I  proposed  to  myself  for  the  King's  service  and 
that  of  the  Province.  But  having  sat  a  whole  month  and 
done  no  business,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  dissolve  them ; 
and  the  rather,  because  there  were  great  heats  and  divisions 
among  them,  which  I  found  impracticable  for  me  to  com- 
pose and  put  an  end  to. 

You  need  not  be  told  to  what  a  degree  faction  and 
sedition  have  taken  root  in  this  Town ;  it  is  a  thing  so  gen- 
erally known.  And  there  has  been  the  utmost  industry  used 
by  some  Ul  men  to  spread  the  infection  all  over  the  Prov- 
ince, and  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  by  false 
Bug^stions  and  notions  of  their  independence  from  the 
crown  of  England,  and  that  it  is  a  violence  and  wrong  done 
them  that  England  should  put  a  limitation  on  their  trade. 
How  extravagant  and  wild  is  this  notion.  Does  not  Eng- 
land put  a  restriction  on  its  own  trade  in  some  cases?  And 
as  for  piracy,  which  some  people  are  so  fond  of  here,  it 
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is  held  in  Buch  abomination  as  not  to  be  known  or  p] 
tised  there.  People  must  not  be  so  deceived ;  this  Provi 
is  subject  to  the  Crown  of  England,  and  it  is  its  ^eai 
gloiy  and  happiness  that  it  is  so,  for  by  that  means 
people  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Crown,  and 
tinder  the  best  oonstitntion  of  laws,  and  that  in  fellows 
with  the  best  and  bravest  people  in  the  world,  the  peo 
of  England;  and  they  must  be  obedient  to  English  la' 
it  IB  their  duty  and  interest  bo  to  be.  And  the  angry  n 
of  New  York  must  not  expect  from  me  that  connivance 
their  ill  practices  that  they  were  accustomed  to  some  yej 
before  my  coming  to  the  government:  the  oath  of  a  G< 
emor,  the  laws  of  England  and  the  King's  instructio 
which  are  made  to  square  with  the  laws,  are  sacred  ties  a 
obligations  with  me. 

I  have  observed  great  marks  of  irreligion  and  immoral: 
in  this  place,  and  I  take  it  to  proceed  from  a  long  habit 
breaking  the  laws,  which  has  introduced  licentious  and  d 
solute  living.  And  nothing  can  rectify  and  reform  our  liv 
and  manners  but  religion.  Religion  is  of  that  admiral 
frame  and  temper,  it  inflames  us  with  a  true  devotion  to  o 
great  Maker,  which  is  our  most  reasonable  service.  Then 
fits  ufl  for  all  the  ends  of  civil  society,  by  imiting  our  mine 
affections  and  interests,  it  makes  us  good  men;  and  go( 
men  will  of  course  be  good  friends,  good  neighbors,  gO( 
subjects,  and  good  patriots,  that  is,  lovers  of  their  counts 
and  obedient  to  its  laws. 

Now  that  I  have  stated  to  you  the  unhappy  circumstana 
that  we  are  in  by  the  contrivance  of  ill  m^n,  I  shall  pn 
ceed  to  recommend  to  your  thoughts  a  few  things  which  ai 
necessary  for  the  support  and  peace  of  the  government,  an 
will  be  a  manifestation  of  your  duty  and  affection  to  tb 
King. 

I  therefore  propose  to  yon.  Gentlemen  of  the  house  o 
Representatives,  the  continuance  of  the  present  revenn 
(which  will  otherwise  shortly  expire)  for  what  number  o 
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years  yon  shall  think  fit.'  I  found  the  government  very 
considerably  indebted  when  I  came  to  it,  and  it  can  not  be 
expected  that  debt  shonld  be  much  lessened  in  so  short  a 
time  as  I  have  been  here.  I  could  wish  you  would  put  the 
government  on  a  dear  foot  by  finding  a  way  to  discharge 
that  debt.' 

The  public  accounts  I  have  ordered  to  be  prepared  for 
you,  with  an  estimate  of  the  debts  of  the  government  I 
promise  you  I  will  be  as  good  a  husband  of  your  money  as 
it  is  possible  for  me  to  be;  and  when  it  is  either  misapplied 
or  mismanaged  by  my  means,  I  shall  not  take  it  amiss  if 
you  put  me  in  mind  of  my  want  of  care  therein.  To  induce 
you  to  the  continuance  of  the  revenue  to  the  crown,  I  can- 
not set  before  your  eyes  a  better  example  than  that  of  the 
great  and  glorious  people  of  England,  who  out  of  the  sense 
of  the  inestimable  advantages  they  were  r^tored  to  by 
the  King,  freely  and  without  tbe  least  murmuring  sup- 
ported him  in  a  long  and  expensive  war,  well  knowing  he 
bravely  fought  for  the  liberties  of  all  the  Christian  world, 
and  that  they  had  as  great  a  share  as  any  others  in  that 
quarrel;  wherein  also  his  Majesty  often  ventured  his  royal 
person  with  the  meanest  soldier  in  his  armies.  Beside,  the 
Ring  considering  this  Province  as  a  barrier  between  the 
French  of  Canada  and  his  other  plantations,  and  therefore 
most  exposed,  was  pleased  to  take  a  peculiar  care  of  you, 
having  been  at  great  expense  this  last  war,  in  paying  for 
four  hundred  men  and  maintaining  a  man  of  war  for  your 
defence  and  constantly  supplying  you  with  stores  of  war. 
These  are  such  obligations  as  I  hope  you  will  not  only  re- 
member in  the  manner  I  have  now  recommended,  but  also 
with  your  earnest  prayers  to  God  for  his  Majesty's  long 
life  and  prosperous  reign  over  you. 

t  A  rcrenne  law,  cliap.  81,  was  passed  on  the  ISth  o(  tSay,  whicb  wu  to 
rantinne  in  force  six  fears. 

>  Payment  of  public  debts  was  provided  for  by  an  act,  chap.  73,  passed 
Uaj  1«. 

6 
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The  next  thing  I  recommend  to  yon,  is  the  recondli 
people  and  parties,  which  wilt  be  a  glorious  work,  and 
I  donbt  not,  be  easily  accomplished  by  your  prudent 
You  all  know  the  mischiefs,  both  public  and  private, 
feuds  and  divisions  bring  on  a  people  or  nation, 
cause  an  interruption  in  trade  by  discord  they  make  ii 
Tate  families  and  friendships;  and  next  to  a  dvil  w: 
is  the  most  unhappy  state  and  condition  a  country  can  1 
I  will  heartily  join  with  you  in  such  methods  as  shs 
thought  advisable  for  the  procurement  of  a  thorough  r 
dilation  of  parties.  And  that  you  may  induce  others 
peaceably  and  diaritably  minded,  I  earnestly  recom] 
to  you,  Gentlemen  Bepresentatives,  that  you  manage 
debates  and  proceedings  in  your  house  with  that  caln 
and  moderation  that  becomes  the  prudence  of  men  tha 
under  such  a  trust  from  their  country.  The  present 
juncture  requires  it  at  your  hands ;  the  King  will  thank 
the  world  will  applaud  you  for  it,  and  God  will  blese 
prosper  you  and  your  affairs. 

I  must  acquaint  you  with  the  circumstances  of  oui 
Nations  of  Indians,  with  whom  I  had  a  conference  this 
summer  at  Albany,  and  then  fixed  their  friendship 
fidelity  to  the  crown  by  extraordinary  presents  and 
usage;  and  they  parted  with  me  in  all  the  good  hi 
imaginable.  But  I  am  lately  advised  they  are  grown 
uneasy  and  dissatisfied  at  the  French  Governor  of  Cant 
detaining  some  of  their  friends'  prisoners,  notwithstan 
the  late  treaty  of  peace,  which  is  a  very  unfair  praetii 
that  Governor.  You  shall  have  all  the  memorials  and 
ceedings  with  our  Indians  laid  before  you,  that  you 
advise  me  what  measures  to  take  for  preserving  them 
to  the  interest  of  the'  crown  and  this  Province,  which 
thing  of  very  great  consequence,  and  deserves  as  muc 
anything  whatsoever  to  be  the  subject  of  vour  thoughts 
determination. 

I  am  ordered  by  the  King's  instructions  to  prepare 
offer  ypxL  two  or  three  bills  for  your  passing,  which  wi 
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for  the  service  of  the  province.  And  such  other  bills  as  you 
shall  jn^^  proper  to  offer  me  for  secnring  yonr  liberties, 
and  advancing  your  trade,  I  promise  you  my  assent  to 
their  ^ssing  into  laws,  provided  they  be  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  and  interest  of  England. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  23.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  to  prevent 
smuggling  at  Oyster  Bay  and  other  points  in  the  vicinity, 
he  had  appointed  John  Townsend  "  surveyor  and  seardier  " 
of  ct^toms  there.  That  Townsend  had  reported  to  the 
Governor  that  he  had  "  met  with  such  discouragement,  by 
the  abuses  and  menaces  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Oyster  Bay,"  that  he  dared  not  execute  the  office,  and  there- 
fore desired  to  be  discharged  from  the  same,  and  had  sur- 
rendered his  commission.  The  subject  was  sulnnitted  to  the 
legislature  for  its  consideration,  with  a  suggestion  that 
some  course  be  taken  "  to  prevent  unlawful  importations 
and  exportations  there,  and  in  all  other  places  in  this 
Province." 

March  31.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address 
acknowledging  his  services  in  preserving  the  friendship  of 
the  Indians. 

April  5.  Transmitting  letters  and  papers  relating  to  the 
Five  Nations  of  Indians,  and  recommending  that  the 
Assembly  immediately  consider  the  matter,  "as  likewise 
the  whole  business  of  the  Indians."  A  conference  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  Indian  affairs. 

April  11.  Suggesting  the  erection  of  a  "  handsome  well 
contrived  townhouse,  wherein  the  Governor,  Council  and 
Assembly  may  hold  their  sessions,  and  also  their  inferior 
courts  of  justice,  and  where  the  mayor  of  New  York  may 
keep  or  hold  his  courts;"  also  a  good  and  sufficient  jail  in 
the  city  of  New  York.' 

3  An  act,  chap.  82,  passed  on  the  l«th  of  May,  Authorized  the  city  of  New 
York  to  eivct  a  city  hall  and  olber  public  buildings. 
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April  11.  Becommending  a  law  "  for  the  re^lar 
fair  choosing  "  of  members  of  Assembly,  which  it  wa 
Ufived  would  be  "  very  useful  and  will  prevent  dispntet 
quarrels  which  formerly  often  happened  at  elections.  * 

April  13.  Notifying  the  Assembly  that  he  had  adc 
clause  to  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners  appoi 
to  carry  a  message  to  the  Indians  to  the  e£fect  that  * '  i 
French  or  French  Indians  made  any  insult  upon  them, 
would  do  well  to  resist,  force  by  force." 

April  28.  Requesting  a  conference  on  the  revenue 
and  suggesting  the  withdrawal  of  the  proposed  tahle  of 
for  the  reason  that  authority  to  establish  fees  had,  hy 
(Governor's  commission,  been  vested  in  the  Governor 
Coundl. 

May  1.  Beoonunending  that  provision  be  made  for  ] 
ing  the  public  debt.    (See  note  2.) 

May  4.  Recommending  le^slation,  if  deemed  expedi 
to  relieve  the  owner  of  the  ship.  The  Fortune,  from 
consequences  of  a  judgment  in  admiralty  condemning 
"  for  trading  hereunto  being  foreign  built." 

May  11.     Transmitting  a  schedule  of  official  fees. 

May  13.  Beconunending  action  relative  to  the  cl 
presented  by  Robert  Livingston. 

May  15.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  his  Majesty  1 
appointed  James  Graham,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  a  m( 
ber  of  the  Council,  and  requesting  the  Assembly  to  elect 
other  Speaker.  Abraham  Gonvemetir  was  then  choseu 
succeed  Mr.  Graham  as  Speaker. 

May  16.  The  session  dosed  with  the  following  spei 
from  the  Governor,  after  which  the  Assembly  was  p 
rogued  to  the  20th  of  September : 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  testimony  yon  have  giveo.  of  yi 
duty  and  good  affection  to  the  King  in  continuing  the  r 
enue,  and  for  all  the  other  public  laws  that  have  past 
this  session. 

4  A  law  passed  on  the  16th  of  May,  chap.  74,  regulated  elections 
members  of  Assembly. 
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I  also  thank  yon  for  the  kindness  and  respect  yon  have 
showed  myself  on  all  occasions ;  I  am  only  troubled  that  the 
length  of  the  session  has  been  such  as  will  occasion  an  in- 
crease of  charge  to  the  country,  but  you  can  all  bear  me 
witness  the  fault  of  it  is  not  imputable  to  me,  for  I  have 
done  all  that  became  me  to  dispatch  business  as  it  came 
before  me. 

I  conld  wish  yon  had  thought  of  a  bill  to  reconcile  par- 
ties. It  is  what  I  expected  from  you,  and  since  you  have 
omitted  it,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  yon,  tiiat  you  will 
now  at  your  going  home  into  your  respective  oountries,  put 
all  lawful  means  in  practice  to  preserve  the  King's  peace, 
and  not  only  so,  but  that  you  also  use  the  most  effectual 
means  to  persuade  your  neighbors  to  peace  and  entire 
reconciliation  with  one  another,  which  ie  a  duty  they  owe 
to  Qod,  and  will  be  pleasing  to  the  King,  who  as  a  true 
father  of  his  people,  loves  their  prosperity  and  happiness, 
which  consists  chi^y  in  a  perfect  good  understanding  and 
union  among  themselves." 


1700.    JULY.    SEVENTH  ASSEMBLY,  SECOND  SESSION. 


EARL  OF  BELLOMONT,  Governor. 

At  the  dose  of  the  last  session,  the  Assembly  was  pro- 
rogued to  the  20th  of  September,  1699.  It  did  not  meet  on 
that  day,  but  was  continued  by  several  prorogations  to  the 
25th  of  July,  1700.  There  was  no  quorum  until  the  29th, 
and  on  that  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECa 

Gentlemen. — I  thought  a  sessions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly absolutely  necessary  at  this  time,  that  you  might  advise 
such  measures  as  will  best  secure  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians 
in  their  obedience  to  the  Crown,  which  all  of  you  know  is  of 
the  last  consequence  to  this  and  all  the  rest  of  the  English 
plantations  in  America.    Our  neighbors  of  Canada  know 
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the  valne  of  the  Five  Nations  to  ns,  and  therefore  with' 
fatigable  pains  are  every  day  seducing  them  from  u 
their  Jesuits;  and  it  is  said  that  such  of  them  as  wil 
be  seduced  are  many  of  them  taken  off  by  poison. 

The  proper  remedies  against  these  growing  misel 
the  Indians  themselves  have  chalked  out  to  us.  They  '. 
often  pressed  me  with  great  instance  that  they  may  '. 
Protestant  ministers  to  instruct  them  in  the  Chris 
religion,  and  a  fort  to  cover  them  from  the  incursion 
the  Trench  and  their  Indians.'  I  hope  there  will  be  a 
found  out  to  furnish  them  with  ministers  from  Engl 
but  for  a  fort,  that  belongs  to  you  to  provide.  I  am  alv 
very  tender  of  engaging  you  in  things  of  expense,  but 
building  a  fort  to  secure  the  Indians  and  satisfy  then 
such  an  expense  as  I  believe  every  man  of  you  will  tl 
indispensably  necessary,  and  that  it  should  be  built 
out  of  hand  that  the  Indians  may  be  encouraged  by  se^ 
there  is  care  taken  for  their  protection. 

Gentlemen  op  the  House  of  Befbesentativeb. —  I  I 
there  needs  no  other  argument  than  that  I  have  now  offt 
to  quicken  you  to  the  giving  such  a  supply  as  may  bui 
fort  in  the  most  convenient  part  of  the  country  for  deft 
of  the  Five  Nations.  You  need  not  be  tx>ld  how  much 
honor  and  interest  of  the  Crown,  and  your  own  pri' 
interest  are  engaged  in  the  right  management  and  pre 
vation  of  those  Indians,  and  you  cannot  ^ve  the  Kin 
better  testimony  of  your  duty  and  affection  to  his  Majes 


1  A  fort  wa«  provided  for  by  an  act,  chap.  88,  paued  August  9, 
appropriating  one  thousand  pounds  for  tbia  pnrpoae.  The  act  imposed  d 
on  certain  importa  and  exports,  aome  of  which  were  new.  The  Council  - 
approving  the  bill,  expresssed  the  opinion  that  the  manner  of  raising 
money  would  be  "  pernicious  to  the  trade  of  thla  Province,  and  destru 
to  his  Majest/B  established  revenue  within  the  same,  eapeeially  of 
branches  thereof  as  this  new  additional  duty  is  charged  on."  The  Oovi 
concurred  in  the  Council's  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  the  trai 
the  Province,  and  said  the  Assembly  had  "  in  a  strange  manner  demonsli 
their  loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majesty,"  but  that  under  the  c 
he  thonght  it  fit  to  pass  the  bill. 
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person  and  government  than  by  a  cheerful  compliance  with 
what  has  been  now  proposed  to  yon.  I  would  oflfer  to  you 
the  passing  some  necessary  laws,  but  that  I  consider  it  is 
harvest  time,  and  I  will  give  as  short  an  interruption  to 
your  country  affairs  as  I  can,  besides,  I  have  appointed  a 
meetii^  and  conference  with  the  sadiems  of  the  Five 
Nations  next  week  at  Albany  which  I  intend  accordingly 
to  perform. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  31.  Informing  the  Assembly  of  the  appointment 
from  the  Council  of  members  of  a  conference  committee  on 
that  part  of  the  Governor's  speech  "  relating  to  building 
a  fort  for  securing  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians." 

August  2.  Governor  Bellomont  in  his  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  had  recommended  that  a  fort  be 
built  at  some  convenient  place  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians.  It  seems  that  the 
Assembly  doubted  the  necessity  of  such  a  fort,  assigning 
as  reasons  ' '  the  remoteness  of  the  place  where  they  sup- 
pose it  may  be  designed,  the  great  difficulty  of  sending 
men  and  other  materials  necessary  for  such  a  work,  and 
that  both  the  charge  of  building  of  it,  garnishing  of  it,  and 
victualling  of  it  will  be  very  great.  That  it  will  be  near 
the  lake  [Ontario],  from  whence  the  French  of  Canada  may 
come  by  water,  and  that  if  such  a  fort  in  time  of  war  should 
by  treachery  or  surprise  be  possessed  by  the  French,  it 
would  be  of  very  ill  consequence  to  this  Province."  The 
Assembly  requested  information  as  to  what  kind  of  "  forti- 
fication is  designed,  of  what  materials  it  Is  to  be  made, 
how  it  is  to  be  garrisoned  and  maintained,"  and  the  prob- 
able expense  of  its  construction. 

For  the  purpose  of  considering  this  matter  the  Assem- 
bly met  with  the  Council,  and  thereupon  the  Governor  pre- 
sented his  views  concerning  the  proposed  fort,  saying  among 
other  things: 
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"  The  necessity  of  building  a  fort  for  defence  of  th 
dians  is  plain  from  the  repeated  pressing  instances  o 
Five  Nations  expressed  in  all  the  mesBages  they  have 
to  the  Earl  of  Bellomont,  ever  since  his  being  in  ttie  pc 
sion  of  the  Government  of  this  Province.  The  giving 
therefore  the  satisfaction  of  complying  with  their  d 
(in  the  staggering  condition  they  seem  at  present)  may 
pass  for  an  argument  of  necessity,  since  if  we  do  not  bi 
them  so  as  to  retrieve  their  affection,  the  French  wi 
fallibly  take  advantage  of  our  supineness,  and  will  so  ci 
them  as  in  a  very  short  time  to  debauch  them  entirely 
us.  Besides,  let  not  the  difficulty  of  building  a  fort  frij 
US;  the  French  have  taught  us  the  way;  their  foi 
Cadaracqne  is  as  remote  from  Canada  as  this  intended 
can  be  from  Albany,  yet  that  distance  did  not  deter  ■ 
from  building  the  said  fort,  nor  has  it  discouraged  ' 
from  furnishing  the  garrison  with  all  sorts  of  provis 
Lastly  there  is  another  consideration  which  makes  it  d 
sary  to  erect  a  fort  immediately  as  much  in  the  eentt 
the  Five  Nations  as  may  be,  for  the  settlement  of  a  j 
minister  or  two  in  the  said  fort,  to  instruct  the  Ind 
which  can  never  be  otherwise  expected  can  be  comi 
with,  for  no  minister  or  ministers  will  venture  to  go 
live  among  the  Indians  out  of  a  fort  and  English  garr 
to  the  apparent  and  certain  hazard  of  their  lives,  espec 
now  their  poisoning  is  become  so  common  a  way  of  ta 
away  the  lives  of  men." 

As  to  the  proper  place  for  such  a  fort,  the  Governor 
it  would  be  the  work  of  the  King's  engineer, 

*'  but  it  is  supposed  it  will  be  most  properly  built  st 
where  in  the  Onondaga's  country,  not  only  because  they 
in  the  center  of  the  Five  Nations,  but  also  because  a 
built  on  their  land  will  best  confront  the  French  for 
Cadaracqne  as  being  contiguous  thereunto,  and  there: 
most  capable  of  offence  and  defence.  And  in  this  p 
also  it  will  be  proper  to  consult  the  sachems  of  the  I 
Nations,  and  know  of  them  what  part  of  the  country  wil 
agreeable  to  them  for  the  building  a  fort,  which  the  i 
Earl  will  do  at  the  conference  he  is  to  have  with  them 
next  week  at  Albany.  It  is  intended  the  said  fort  shal 
made  of  sod  work  well  ditched  and  palisaded." 
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The  Gh>yeTiior  thought  the  expense  would  not  exceed  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds.  It  was  proposed  to  garrison  the  fort 
with  "  one  hundred  men  under  oommaDd  of  a  captain  who 
is  to  have  two  lieutenants  under  him,  the  said  garrison  to 
he  duly  paid  and  subsisted  at  the  King's  charge,  and 
the  said  fort  gunned  with  twenty-four  great  guns  six 
pounders."  The  fort  was  to  he  constructed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Assembly.  The  Governor  thought  it 
would  not  be  practicable  to  try  to  secure  aid  for  the  enter- 
prise from  neighboring  colonies.    (See  note  1.) 

Angnst  9.  Several  bills  were  approved  and  the  Assem- 
bly was  prorogued  to  the  let  of  October. 


1700.    OCTOBER.    SEVENTH   ASSEMBLY,  THIRD  SESSION. 


£AKL  OF  BELLOMONT,  Governor. 

No  quorum  appeared  until  the  11th.  No  formal  speech 
was  delivered,  but  several  recommendations  were  made 
concemiug  proposed  legislation,  which  were  expressed 
more  folly  in  a  communication  sent  to  the  Assembly  on  the 
12th.  These  included  recommendations  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  a  fort  in  the  Onondaga 
country  ;*  to  investigate  the  public  accounts  daring  the  last 
twelve  years;"  and  requiring  Albany  to  build  a  town  house 
and  jail. 

The  Council  journal  also  contains  the  following  under 
date  of  the  11th: 

**  The  house  of  representatives  being  present  his  Excel- 
lency recommended  unto  them  the  repeahng  the  act  passed 

1  The  original  act  providing  for  a  fort  in  the  Indian  country  was  repealed 
Ml  the  2d  of  November,  chap.  91.  The  Dew  act  provided  tor  completing  the 
tort,  and  appropriated  one  thousand  pounds  for  that  purpose,  in  addition  to 
Ave  hundred  pounds  vhich  had  been  raised  under  the  first  cLct. 

>An  set,  chap.  OOa,  was  paesed  on  the  2d  of  November  appointing  com- 
s  to  aBcertain  and  state  the  public  accounts  of  the  Province. 
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the  last  session  of  the  Assembly  entitled  '  an  act  for  the 
better  securing  the  five  nations  of  Indiaas  in  their  fidelity 
to  his  Majesty,'  which  will  not  answer  the  end  intended, 
and  hath  been  generally  declared  by  the  merdiants  of  this 
province  to  be  pemicioas  to  the  trade  thereof,  and  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  revenue  within  the  same,  and  advised  them  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  raising  the  sum  therein  mentioned,  for 
the  use  intended,  and  told  the  mthat  whatsoever  else  he 
had  to  recommend  to  them  should  be  sent  to  them  in 
writing," 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
November  2.  Several  bills  were  approved,  but  some 
others  relating  to  property  and  the  courts  were  laid  aside. 
The  Governor  said  he  had  received  notice  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Chief  Justice  and  an  Attorney-General  of  the 
Province,  "  men  of  study,  knowledge  and  experience  in  the 
law,  who  are  now  daily  expected,  by  whose  advice  and 
assistance  he  hopes  measures  will  be  taken  that  every  per- 
son's property  may  be  effectually  secured  to  him,  and  that 
the  courts  of  judicature  will  be  established  for  the  ease 
and  benefit  of  the  subject  inhabitants  here."  The  Assem- 
bly was  then  prorogued  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  April. 


1701.    APKm    SEVEITTH   ASSEMBLY,   FOURTH   SESSION. 


INTERREGNUM. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  the  Assembly  was  pro- 
rogued to  the  first  Wednesday  (the  second)  of  April,  1701. 
Governor  Bellomont  died  on  the  5th  of  March.  John  Nan- 
fan,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  was  then  absent  from  the 
Province.  The  Council  was  then  composed  of  seven  mem- 
bers, three  of  whom,  including  William  Smith,  the  eldest 
conncilor,  were  then  out  of  the  city.  The  other  four  mem- 
bers met  within  an  hour  after  the  Governor's  death,  and 
having  examined  his  commission  assumed  executive  con- 
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trol  of  affairs.  Their  anthority  to  act  was  based  on  the 
clause  in  the  Governor's  commission,  which,  after  devolv- 
ing the  succession  on  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  case  of 
the  death  or  absence  of  tiie  Governor,  provided  that  "  if 
upon  finch  death  or  absence  there  be  no  person  upon  the 
place  commisaionated  or  appointed  by  us  to  be  our  lieu- 
tenant governor  or  commander  in  chief,  our  will  and  pleas- 
ure is,  that  the  then  prwent  council  of  our  said  Province, 
do  take  npon  them  the  administration  of  the  govenunent, 
and  execute  this  commission  and  the  several  powers  and 
authorities  herein  contained,  relating  to  our  said  Province, 
and  that  the  first  councilor  who  shall  be  at  the  time  of  your 
death  or  absence  residing  within  the  same  do  preside  in 
our  said  Council  with  such  power  and  preheminences  as 
any  former  president  hath  nsed  and  enjoyed  within  our 
said  Province,  or  any  other  our  plantations  in  America 
until  our  pleasure  be  further  known,  or  your  return  as 
aforesaid." 

The  four  members  of  the  Cooncil  who  attended  this  meet- 
ing, being  a  majority  of  the  whole  number,  chose  Abraham 
De  Peyster,  the  eldest  coundlor  present,  to  preside.  A 
communication  was  sent  to  the  absent  members  requesting 
their  immediate  return  to  New  York,  and  a  proclamation 
was  issued  announcing  the  death  of  the  Governor  and  con- 
finning  al]  officers,  civil  and  military. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  13th  Mr.  Smith  was 
present  and  claimed  that  the  executive  authority  was  vested 
in  himself  alone  as  President  of  the  Council.  Coiinralors 
Schuyler  and  Livingston  were  still  absent.  It  was  resolved 
by  those  present,  Mr.  Smith  dissenting,  that  the  executive 
powers  of  the  government  had  become  vested  in  the  Coun- 
d!,  exclnsive  of  any  single  member,  and  it  was  further  re- 
solved that  the  eldest  councilor  present  was  entitled  to  pre- 
side, bat  that  all  official  documents  be  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  Council. 

On  the  15th  of  March  the  Council  issued  a  proclamation 
convoking  the  Assembly  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  April, 
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according  to  the  prorogation  by  tiie  late  Governor 
mont.  The  Assembly  met  on  the  second  as  required 
prorogation  and  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Counci 
the  4th  the  Assembly  considered  the  question  wheth 
reason  of  the  Governor's  death  and  the  absence  ■ 
Lieutenant-Governor,  the  proclamation  by  the  Counc 
voking  the  Assembly  confirmed  the  right  to  sit  acc< 
to  the  tenor  of  the  writs  under  which  the  Assembl 
been  chosen,  and  determined  that  it  had  such  right. 

On  the  15th  of  April  the  Assembly  adopted  a  reso 
"to  inquire  in  whom  the  administration  of  the  gc 
ment "  was  vested  by  reason  of  the  Governor's  deat 
the  Lieutenant-Governor's  absence,  and  on  the  161 
clared  by  resolution  that  "  the  administration  of  tht 
emment  of  this  Province,  and  the  execution  of  his 
esty's  commission,  granted  to  the  late  Earl  of  Bello 
for  the  government  of  this  Province,  is  by  the  death  i 
said  Earl,  and  the  absence  of  the  Lieutenant  Gov 
invested  in  his  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Provim 
which  the  eldest  councilor  residing  in  the  said  Pro 
is  to  preside  with  the  power  and  pre-eminences  tl 
belonging;  but  that  the  administration  of  said  goven 
and  the  execution  of  said  commission,  is  not  vested  i 
eldest  councilor,  nor  any  other  single  member  of  the  ( 
oil."  This  view  of  the  powers  of  the  Council  was 
tained  by  the  home  government  as  appears  from  a 
munication  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant 
emor  Nanfan,  dated  the  20th  of  August,  1701,  in  wh 
is  said  that  Governor  Bellomont's  commission  did  no1 
fer  any  distinct  powers  on  the  president  separate  froi 
rest  of  the  Council. 

No  legislation  was  enacted  at  this  session,  but  the  ( 
cil  recommended  to  the  Assembly  that  measures  be  adi 
for  the  early  completion  of  the  fort  in  the  Indian  con 
that  commissioners  be  appointed  to  meet  the  Ii 
sachems  on  their  expected  visit  to  Albany ;  that  prov 
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be  made  for  oontintiiiig  the  service  of  the  King's  troops 
in  the  Province;  that  steps  be  taken  to  prevent  further 
desertions  from  the  garrison  in  New  York;  that  the  forts 
at  Albany  and  Schenectady  be  immediately  repaired,^  and 
that  provision  be  made  to  complete  an  agreement  made  by 
Governor  Bellomont  to  purchase  masts  and  other  timber 
for  the  King's  navy. 

April  19th  the  Council  replying  to  an  address  by  the 
Assembly  suggested  that  the  Assembly  adjourn  to  the  first 
Tuesday  of  June.  The  Assembly  thereupon  adjourned  to 
the  first  Tuesday  of  June,  but  on  the  1st  of  June  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Nanfan,  who  had  returned  to  the  Province,  dis- 
solved the  Assembly  by  a  proclamation,  which  recited  that 
'*  warm  debates  "  had  arisen,  and  some  misimderstandinga 
have  happened  "  about  the  right  of  administration  of  gov- 
ernment, and  particularly  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
concerning  the  legality  of  their  sitting  since  the  late  Earl 
of  Bellomont's  decease,"  wherefore  it  was  deemed  desir- 
able to  pat  an  end  to  ail  differences  and  misunderstandings 
by  a  dissolution  of  the  Assembly. 


1701.    AUGUST.    EIGHTH  ASSBMBLT,  FIfiST  SESSKHT. 

JOHN  NANFAN,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1697,  John  Nanfan  was  appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  York  under  the  Earl  of  Bello- 
mont, who  had  been  appointed  Governor  on  the  18th  of 
June.  The  Lieutenant-Governor's  commission  devolved  on 
him  the  powers  of  the  government  in  case  of  the  death  or 
absence  of  the  Governor.  When  Governor  Bellomont  died 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1701,  Lieutenant-Governor  Nanfan 
■was  absent  at  Barbadoes  on  private  business.    He  returned 

1  An  set  for  repmiring  the  forts  at  Albany  and  Schenectadjr,  waa  passed 
October  18,   1701,  cliap.  1(M. 
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to  New  York  May  19,  and  assumed  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  o£Sce  of  Oovemor,  which  he  continued  to  exercise 
until  the  accession  of  Lord  Combury,  May  3,  1702. 

It  seems  that  the  controversy  over  the  powers  of  the 
Council  after  G-ovemor  Bellomont's  death  produced  a 
change  in  the  rule  as  to  the  gubernatorial  succession.  Be- 
ginning with  the  commission  to  Governor  Lovelace  in  1708, 
the  succession  was  expressly  devolved  on  the  eldest  coun- 
cilor if  the  (Jovemor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  were  both 
incapacitated,  and  this  rule  continued  through  the  remain- 
der of  the  colonial  period. 

The  eighth  Assembly  met  on  the  19th  of  August,  1701,  at 
which  time  Lieutenant-Governor  Nanfan,  in  the  presence 
of  both  houses,  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  As  I  am  empowered  by  his  Majesty,  by 
the  consent  of  the  Council  and  you  the  representatives,  to 
provide  for  the  public  peace,  welfare  and  good  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, for  these  ends  have  I  now  called  you  together,  to 
which  I  am  and  shall  be  ready  to  contribute  all  that  lies 
in  my  power,  and  hope  I  shall  meet  with  the  like  disposi- 
tion in  you. 

I  cannot  but  take  it  as  a  presage  of  the  future  success 
of  my  endeavors  for  the  good  of  this  Province,  that  at  this 
time,  when  the  danger  of  war  makes  it  requisite  to  be  well 
assured  of  the  fidelity  of  our  Five  Nations  of  Indians, 
they  have  not  only  repeated  their  assurances  in  such  a 
manner  as  has  been  sacred  among  them,  bnt  conveyed  to 
the  Crown  of  England  a  vast  tract  of  land  of  great  conse- 
quence for  preventing  their  necessity  of  submitting  to  the 
neighboring  power." 

M  Accordini  to  the  tmtr  the  tract  was  800  miles  long  snd  400  mitel  wide.    CoL  Doc 
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His  Majesty,  who  is  a  most  indulgent  father  to  his  people, 
has  manifested  a.  particular  care  over  you ;  besides  the  con- 
stant charge  of  the  additional  forces,  he  has  out  of  his  own 
exchequer  supplied  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling  for  forts  and  eight  hundred  pounds  in  seasonable 
gifts  to  the  Indians,  and  for  the  better  administration  of 
justice  among  you  has  settled  three  hundred  pounds  a  year 
upon  a  Chief  Justice  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  upon  an 
Attorney-General ;  all  which  are  of  that  importance  to  you 
that  BO  much  money  may  well  be  thought  spared  out  of 
your  parses. 

I  persuade  myself  I  need  not  press  this  as  a  motive  for 
your  continuing  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  an 
additional  duty  for  the  defraying  the  debts  of  the  govern- 
ment," which  expired  in  May  last,  and  it  may  deserve  your 
consideration  whether  the  last  act  for  granting  his  Majesty 
several  duties  for  defraying  the  public  charge  of  the  gov- 
ernment wants  not  some  amendments  to  make  it  more 
effectuaL^  You  cannot  but  know  that  your  own  interests 
and  preservation  are  nearly  concerned  in  the  support  of 
the  government. 

This  I  hope  may  prevail  with  you  to  lay  aside  all  heats 
and  animosities  and  to  proceed  unanimously  to  those  things 
that  may  tend  to  the  security  and  happiness  of  this  Province. 

I  should  think  that  every  man  should  be  sensible  that 
unity  and  unanimity  is  at  this  time  more  necessary  than  it 
has  ever  been  since  your  being  under  the  protection  of  the 
Crown  of  England. 

As  I  can  answer  for  the  sincerity  of  my  own  intentions, 
I  doubt  not  but  you  will  find  a  concarrenee  in  the  Council, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  every  one  strive  who  shall  excel  in 
zeal  for  the  good  of  this  Province  and  the  service  of  his 
Majesty  King  "William,  whom  Gk)d  long  preserve  to  reign 
over  ns. 


1  October  IBUi,  a  revenue  ««t  w  pMMd.  chap.  100,  wUeli  was  to  eontjnuc 
in  force  two  years. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  27.  Bec(HumendiDg  an  immediate  examination 
of  the  accounts  of  Stephen  Cortlandt,  "late  <Hie  of  the 
commisslonera  for  managing  the  of&ce  of  collector  and 
receiver  general;"  that  the  Assembly  order  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  report  by  the  commissionera  appointed  under  the 
act  of  1700,  providing  for  an  examination  of  State  ac- 
counts;^ and  that  the  Assembly  consider  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province. 

September  16.  Thanking  the  Assraobly  for  a  compli- 
mentary address. 

October  7.  Transmitting  a  petition  by  inhabitants  of 
New  York  "desiring  the  wharf  between  the  Wall  Street 
and  Burger's  Path,  may  be  ordained  a  common  and  public 
landing  place." 

October  18.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  third 
Tuesday  in  March  nest.  On  the  2d  day  of  March  it  was 
again  prorogued  to  the  third  Tuesday  in  April. 


1702.    APRIL.    EIGHTH  ASSEMBLY,  SECOKD  SESSIOK. 


JOHN  NANFAN,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  As^mbly  met  on  the  2l8t  of  April,  and  the  next  day 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  The  cheerfulness  with  which  the  sound 
part  of  you  gave  the  additional  revenue,  and  the  modera- 
tion which  you  showed  to  others,  assured  me  of  an  happy 
effect  of  this  meeting. 

S  The  Commiwioners  of  AccountB  presented  a  report  on  the  28th  of  Angiut, 
1701. 
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Indeed,  I  had  promised  myself  that  the  proceedings  of 
yonr  whole  body  would  have  been  agreeable  to  that  nnity 
and  unanimity  which  I  so  earnestly  recommended  to  you 
at  the  opening  of  the  last  sessions,  but  they  who  refased 
to  join  with  yon  in  serving  his  Majesty  and  the  public 
have  since  made  it  more  evident  than  I  conid  have  imagined 
that  nothing  less  than  having  the  government  in  their  hands 
could  satisfy  them,  and  their  chief  managers  have  shown 
SQch  disaffection  to  his  Majesty  and  his  government  as 
nothing  but  the  execution  of  tbe  laws  can  conquer. 

If  there  be  any  points  wherein  the  law  of  England  can- 
not yet  have  its  full  course  here,  through  the  different  cir- 
cnmstances  of  place,  I  shall  be  ready  to  concur  with  you  in 
proper  methods  for  supplying  such  defects,  and  in  all  other 
matters  which  you  can  reasonably  propose  for  the  good 
of  this  Province. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  yon  the  considera- 
tion of  proper  methods  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit, 
that  the  soldiers  may  be  more  certain,  and  the  fortifications 
put  into  a  good  posture  of  defence,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
your  loyalty  to  his  Majesty  King  William  will  prompt 
you  to  show  your  resentment  of  the  indignity  offered  his 
Majesty  and  the  English  nation  by  the  French  King  in 
pretending  to  set  no  an  impostor  for  King  of  England  and 
those  other  dominions  of  which  France  itself  is  known  to 
bo  part,*  being  within  his  present  Majesty's  rightful  style. 

And  in  humble  imitation  of  tbe  great  example  of  the 
common  father  of  us,  and  his  numerous  happy  people,  I 
cannot  bnt  press  that  there  be  no  distinction  heard  of 
among  us  for  the  future  but  of  those  who  are  for  the 

1  April  22il,  the  Aaiemblf  Adopted  a  reaolution  declaring  ita  T«Miitment 
agm]iwt  "the  indignity  offered  hie  Hajestjr  And  the  English  Nation,  bjr  the 
n«iMli  King,  in  pretending  to  set  up  an  Impostor  for  King  of  England 
•nd  the  dominione  theieunto  belonging,  assuring  his  Majeety,  that  thii 
Home  is,  and  always  will  be  ready,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  to  defen'd 
hi)  Hajeatj^  undoubted  riglit  to  the  Imperial  crown  of  England." 
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Protestant  religion,  and  the  present  establishment,  and  of 
those  who  mean  a  popish  prince  and  a  French  government. 
May  3.    The  Eighth  Assembly  was  dissolved  by  (Gov- 
ernor Cornbury. 


1702.    OCTOBES.    inHTH  A5SBHBLT,  FISST  SESSION. 

LORD  CORNBURY,  Governor. 

Governor  Cornbury  was  first  appointed  by  William  HI, 
September  9,  1701.  William  died  March  8,  1702,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Queen  Anne,  who  issued  a  new  commission 
to  Governor  Cornbury  bearing  date  December  5,  1702. 
In  both  commissions  he  is  described  as  "Edward  Hyde, 
commonly  called  Lord  Cornbury."  He  was  also,  by  a 
separate  commission,  appointed  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
He  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  3d  of  May,  1702,  and  on 
the  same  day  dissolved  the  Assembly.  Writs  of  election 
were  issued  for  a  new  Assembly,  which  met  October  20, 
1702,  at  Jamaica.  The  same  day  the  Governor  delivered 
the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  When  I  first  left  England  to  come  into  this  ' 
Province  I  did  resolve  at  my  first  arrival  to  call  a  General 
Assembly,  hoping  to  find  all  things  here  in  so  good  a  pos- 
ture that  I  should  have  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  apply  my- 
self, with  your  assistance,  to  the  putting  this  country  into 
a  posture  of  defence  against  the  war,  whi(^  I  expected  every 
day  would  break  out.  It  was  an  extreme  surprise  to  me  to 
find  this  Province  at  my  landing  in  snch  a  convulsion  as 
must  unavoidably  have  occasioned  its  ruin  if  it  had  been 
suffered  to  have  gone  on  a  little  longer. 

The  many  complaints  that  were  brought  to  me  against  the 
persons  I  found  here  in  power,  sufficiently  proved  against 
them,  and  the  miserable  accounts  I  had  of  the  condition  of 
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oar  frontiers,  made  me  think  it  convenient  to  delay  my  meet- 
ing of  you  in  General  Assembly  till  I  could  inform  myself 
in  some  measure  of  the  condition  of  this  Province,  that  I 
might  be  able  to  offer  to  yoar  consideration  some  few  of 
those  things  which  will  be  necessary  to  be  done  forthwith 
for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  first  thing  which  I  earnestly  recommend  to  the  care 
of  you,  Gtentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  is  the 
providing  for  the  defence  of  the  city  and  port  of  New  York, 
which  seem  to  me  to  be  much  exposed;*  and  likewise  for  the 
defence  of  our  frontier,'  which  I  have  found  in  a  much 
worse  condition  than  I  could  have  imagined;  the  soldiers 
being  naked  and  almost  unarmed,  and  the  forts  in  reality 
defenceless,  so  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
first  place  to  provide  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  making  some  works  that  will  be  proper  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  for  the  raising  of  200  men, 
which  I  think  absolutely  necessary  to  be  placed  at  Albany 
and  Schenectady  for  tiie  defence  of  the  frontiers  this  win- 
ter. I  hope  the  representations  I  have  sent  home  will  have 
that  good  effect  that  her  Majesty  will  give  such  directions 
that  the  burthens  here  may  be  made  lighter;  however,  in 
fhia  time  of  exigency,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  a  dis- 
patdi  of  these  things,  and  you  may  assure  yourselves  that 
whatever  sums  shall  be  granted  by  you  shall  be  applied  to 
those  uses  only  for  which  they  were  j^ven,  of  which  you 
shall  have  an  account  at  your  next  meeting. 

There  are  some  other  things  I  think  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend to  you,  particularly  the  preparing  a  good  bill  for  tiie 
better  regulating  the  militia  of  this  Province,'  another  for 

1  An  kct,  chap.  118,  passed  Norember  ZTth,  w»s  inteaded  to  cany  this 
recommendation  Into  effect,  authorizing  the  raising  of  taiei  in  New  York 
for  Tariona  public  purposes,  including  a  military  guard. 

3  The  act  of  November  Tth,  chap.  112,  appropriated  eighteen  hundred 
ponnda  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  one  hundred  and  fifty  fusileers  and 
their  officers,  and  thirty  scouts  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier. 

■  A  militia  law,  chap.  114,  WM  pMoed  November  2Tth. 
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the  erecting  of  pnblic  Bchools  in  proper  places,*  another  for 
appointing  a  convenient  number  of  fit  persons  to  exam- 
ine and  state  the  public  accounts  and  debts  of  this  Prov- 
ince," that  when  the  debts  are  known  such  proper  methods 
may  be  taken  for  the  payment  of  them  in  due  time  as  will 
best  suit  the  condition  of  the  Province ;  these  and  all  other 
bills  which  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to  be  passed  into 
acts  for  the  good  of  this  country,  and  for  the  preservation 
and  enconragement  of  the  people,  shall  always  find  a  ready 
compliance  from  me. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  have  no  more  to  trouble  you  with  bat 
to  assure  you,  in  the  name  of  the  great  Queen  of  England, 
my  Mistress,  that  you  may  safely  depend  upon  all  the  pro- 
tection that  good  and  faithful  subjects  can  desire  or  expect 
from  a  sovereign,  whose  greatest  delight  ie  in  the  welfare 
of  her  people ;  under  whose  auspicious  reign  we  are  sure  to 
enjoy  what  no  nation  in  the  world  dares  claim  but  the  sub- 
jects of  England,  I  mean  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  best 
religion  in  the  world,  the  full  possession  of  all  lawful  lib- 
erty, and  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  our  freeholds  and 
properties ;  these  are  some  of  those  many  benefits  which  I 
take  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  be  well  entitled  to 
by  the  laws  of  England,  and  I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity 
to  assure  you,  that  as  long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  serve  tiie 
Queen  in  the  government  of  this  Province,  those  laws  shall 
be  put  in  execution  according  to  the  intent  with  which  they 
were  made;  that  is,  for  the  preservation  and  protection  of 
the  people,  and  not  for  their  oppression.    I  heartily  rejoice 


*A  grammar  free  schoot  —  the  first  in 'the  Province — w&i  establisbed  in 
the  city  of  New  York  by  an  act,  chftp.  120,  posBsed  November  27th.  Accord- 
ing to  the  preamble  the  act  was  asked  for  hj  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  cam- 
moualtj  of  New  York.  It  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  schoolmaster 
at  an  annnal  aalarj  of  fiftj  pounds.  The  scliool  was  free  to  all  male  children 
of  English,  Dutch  and  French  parents.  The  act  was  to  continue  in  force 
seven  fears. 

>  Tliis  subject  was  included  in  an  act,  chap.  122,  passed  November  2Tth, 
which  created  a  commission  to  examine  and  state  the  revenues  and  accounts 
of  tlie  colony. 
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to  see  that  the  free  choice  of  the  people  has  fallen  upon 
gentlemen  whose  constant  fidelity  to  the  Crown,  anf"  un- 
wearied application  to  the  good  of  their  country,  is  so  oni- 
vereally  known. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  23.  Requesting  the  Assembly  to  appoint  mem- 
bers of  a  joint  committee  to  prepare  an  address  "  congratu- 
lating her  Majesty  [Queen  Anne]  on  her  happy  accession 
to  the  Crown."    This  address  was  approved  on  the  24th. 

October  23.  Informing  the  Assembly  "  of  the  usage  and 
custom  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  to  appoint  a  chap- 
lain to  read  prayers  to  them  every  morning,  before  they 
proceed  on  business  "  that  day,  and  desiring  the  Assembly 
to  do  the  same.    This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Assembly. 

October  29.  Appointing  Edward  Cole  sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  Assembly;  recommending  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
examination  of  the  debts  and  revenue  of  the  colony.  (See 
note  5.) 

November  12.  Recommending  the  enactment  of  a  law 
prescribing  the  property  qualifications  of  jurors. 

November  14.  Adjourning  the  Assembly  from  Jamaica 
to  New  York  to  meet  on  the  following  Monday. 

November  24.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  (6th)  of  April,  1703. 


1708.    APKIL.    mNTH  ASSEMBLY,  SBCOITD  SBSSK>H. 


LORD  CORNBURY,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  April.^ 
On  the  13th  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  of  you  now  met 
together,  in  pursuance  of  the  adjournment  in  November 
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last,  and  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  but  that  yoa  came  resoh 
to  do  whatever  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  advan 
ment  of  the  interest  of  the  great  Queen  of  England,  : 
Mistress,  and  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  your  count 
which  are  both  one. 

You  did  in  November  last  grant  a  considerable  sum 
money  to  her  Majesty  for  the  paying  of  such  a  number 
men  as  was  thought  necessary  to  be  sent  up  to  Albany  : 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  this  last  winter;  which  serv 
hath  been  performed,  thongh  I  must  observe  to  you  tl 
the  supplies  granted  for  that  purpose  have  as  yet  come 
but  very  slowly. 

I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  two  of  the  a 
passed  last  November  will  require  your  farther  conside 
tion;  the  first  is,  An  act  for  the  better  settling  the  mili 
of  tliis  Province;  the  second,  An  act  for  appointing  i 
enabling  conunissioners  to  take,  state  and  examine  the 
counts  of  the  revenue  of  this  colony,  and  the  necessary  c 
tingent  charge  of  the  government.  The  first  contains 
enacting  clause  which  lays  a  penalty  of  six  pounds  upon  i 
persons  that  shall  be  detached  out  of  the  militia,  and  si 
not  appear  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  and  perfc 
the  service  required  of  him,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  1 
who  is  a  defaulter;  this  penalty  is  to  be  recovered  in 
Courts  of  Pleas,  which  sits  so  seldom  that  the  offend 
conceive  great  hopes  that  their  offences  may  be  forgot 
before  the  time  comes  for  recovering  their  forfeitur 
therefore,  I  think  it  would  be  convenient  that  a  more  spei 
method  may  be  provided  for  recovering  the  said  pena 
which  will  make  men  more  cautious  of  offending,  and  t 
be  a  better  encouragement  to  those  that  ought  to  reap 
benefit  of  such  forfeitures.' 

In  the  other  act  you  have  appointed  gentlemen  v. 
capable  of  executing  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  but  for  w 

1  June  IStli  an  a,ct  was  pBBsrd,  cbAji.  135,  intended  to  provide  for  a  i 
thorough  enfoTcemeDt  of  the  militia  Uw  of  November,  1702. 
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of  a  power  snffident  to  compel  people  to  lay  snch  books  and 
papers  before  them  as  are  necessary  to  enable  them  to  lay 
before  you  such  a  report  as  you  may  reasonably  expect 
from  them,  I  fear  a  great  part  of  their  labor  may  prove 
fruitless,  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  consider  whether 
it  will  not  be  proper  by  a  short  bill  to  vest  them  with  such 
a  power  as  may  enable  them  to  perform  the  services  ex- 
pected of  them.^ 

Gentlemen,  I  must  acquaint  you  that  since  your  ad- 
journment I  have  received  information  that  the  Frendi 
intend  to  attack  this  place  by  sea  this  summer.  I  think  the 
best  way  to  prevent  that  design  will  be  to  erect  two  bat- 
teries of  gnns  at  the  Narrows,  one  on  each  side,  which  I 
believe  is  the  only  way  to  make  this  port  safe.  I  have 
ordered  an  estimate  to  be  made  of  what  that  charge  may 
amount  to,  which  shall  in  a  few  days  he  laid  before  you.' 

I  must  likewise  recommend  it  to  the  care  of  you,  Q-entle- 
men  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  provide  funds  for 
carrying  on  the  fortifications  at  Albany,  and  other  places 
on  the  frontiers,  least  for  want  of  them  the  farmers  of 
those  parts  should  desert  their  habitations,  as  they  have 
formerly  done. 

I  wish.  Gentlemen,  you  would  think  of  a  bill  for  the  better 
ascertaining  and  preserving  the  highways  in  this  colony.* 

I  must  again  recommend  to  you  the  preparing  a  bill  to 
prevent  the  distilling  of  mm,  and  the  burning  of  oyster 
shells  into  lime  within  this  city."  I  have  great  reason  to 
believe  that  both  these  things  did  contribute  very  much  to 

S  A  supplemental  Act  relative  to  the  examiiutiDQ  of  EunrouiitH  of  the  colony, 
chap.  136.  wu  pasaed  June  19th. 

SThit  reoommeadation  was  included  in  an  act,  chap.  13T,  passed  June  19th, 
appropriatiiig  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  the  erection  of  two  batteries,  one  on 
each  side  of  the  Narrowa. 

*A  general  highway  law,  chap.  131,  was  passed  June  lOth. 

sBoth  of  these  subjects  were  included  in  an  act.  chap.  132,  passed  June  19tb. 
It  prohibited  the  distilling  of  "  rum  molasses  or  other  such  like  liquors,"  and 
also  th«  burning  of  oysters,  oyster  shells  or  stone  into  lime  in  the  city  of  Kew 
¥ork  or  within  half  a  mile  of  the  City  Hall. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


lOx  Messages  fbom  the  Governor. 

the  increase  of  that  fatal  distemper  the  city  was  unhappily 
visited  with  last  summer. 

I  do  not  doubt  but  several  other  things  will  occur  to  your 
thoughts  which  may  require  the  passing  of  wholesome  lawB. 
I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  yon  that  you  eball 
always  find  me  ready  to  assent  to  all  snch  bills  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  promoting  and  advancing  the  trade  and 
welfare  of  this  colony. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that  the  arms  of  the 
Queen  and  her  allies  have  everywhere  in  Europe  been 
blessed  with  great  success,  and  particularly  at  the  Port  of 
Vigo  in  Spain,  where  her  Majesty's  fleet  and  army  have 
destroyed  and  taken  fifteen  sail  of  capital  French  ships  of 
war,  and  seventeen  Spanish  galleons  with  great  riches. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  nothing  more  to  recommend  now 
to  you  but  the  dispatch  of  the  business  before  you,  that  I 
may  be  at  liberty  to  attend  the  service  of  the  Queen  in 
other  parts  of  this  Province. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  14.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  late  Chief 
Justice  William  Atwood,  and  the  charges  of  misconduct  by 
"  persons  in  the  present  administration  of  this  govern- 
ment." 

May  15.  Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  two  batteries,  one  on  each  side  of  the  Narrows. 
(See  note  3.) 

May  24.  Requesting  the  appointment  of  a  oommittee  to 
prepare  an  address  to  her  Majesty,  congratulating  her  on 
the  "  late  glorious  success  of  her  Majesty's  arms,  botli  by 
sea  and  land."    This  address  was  approved  the  3d  of  June. 

May  26.  Bequesting  the  appointment  of  a  committee  tc 
prepare  an  address  to  the  Crown,  soliciting  its  aid  in  pro- 
viding for  the  defence  of  the  Province.  This  address  -wa! 
approved  on  the  IStb  of  June. 
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Jnoe  10.  Informing  the  Legislature  that  Beveral  claims 
against  the  Province  were  unpaid  because  of  the  failure 
to  collect  taxes  imposed  by  several  acts. 

June  19.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  September,  and  on  the  Slst  of  August  was  again 
adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  (5th)  of  October. 


1703.    OCTOBE&.    HEHTH  ASSEHBLT,  THUU>  SESSIOH. 


LORD  CORNBURY.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  bad  been  adjourned  to  the  5th  of  October. 
Governor  Combury  was  then  absent  at  Albany.  The  active 
business  of  the  session  did  not  begin  until  the  14th,  at  which 
time  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  I  am  sorry  the  season  of  the  year  is  so 
far  advanced  that  you  cannot  have  so  mndi  time  for  your 
deliberations  as  I  could  wish,  because  there  are  many  things 
that  will  in  due  time  require  your  consideration;  but  at 
this  time  I  shall  only  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
you,  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  pro- 
viding a  sufficient  fund  for  the  paying  such  a  number  of 
men  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  sent  to  Albany,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  this  winter.*  The  number  which  I 
think  necessary  to  be  detached  for  that  service  is  130  men, 
with  their  proper  officers,  including  the  out  scouts.  I 
should  have  desired  a  greater  number,  but  that  I  consider 
the  condition  of  the  Province  at  this  time;  therefore,  I  am 
willing  to  make  the  charge  as  little  as  possible ;  but  I  must 

lOetober  23d  an  act,  cbap.  140,  wu  p&ssnd  appropriating  thirteen  hun- 
dred ponndi  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  one  hundred  fiuileers  and  their 
offleen  and  thirty  scouts  at  Albany  and  other  place*  for  aerriee  or  the 
frontiers. 
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recommend  it  to  your  care  to  provide  snch  a  coercion 
your  bill  as  may  be  effectual  for  the  bringing  in  tiie  mon 
by  the  time  yon  shall  think  fit  to  appoint,  elee  I  am  afn 
people  will  be  as  backward  in  their  payments  as  they  ha 
been  in  the  eighteen  hundred  pounds  tax,  which  is  not  ] 
all  paid,  though  the  time  appointed  was  the  25th  day 
March  last. 

If  anything  occurs  to  your  thoughts  for  the  good  of  tl 
colony,  which  may  require  the  assistance  of  an  act 
Assembly  at  this  time,  you  shall  always  find  me  ready 
concur  with  you  in  all  such  things  as  may  be  for  the  ri 
good  of  the  country. 

I  must  now  acquaint  you,  Gentlemen,  that  the  great  Qu( 
of  England,  my  Mistress,  has  been  pleased  to  ease  t 
Province  of  a  burthen,  which  by  custom  has  long  li 
upon  it,  I  mean  that  of  presents  to  the  Governors  or  Co 
manders-in-Chief  of  this  colony.  Her  Majesty  has  b< 
graciously  pleased  to  confirm  that  act  by  which  the  1 
fall  you  were  so  kind  as  to  give  to  me  a  very  great  prese 
but  at  the  same  time  her  Majesty  has  commanded  me 
acquaint  you  that  she  has  given  the  necessary  orders  : 
preventing  any  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  or  C( 
mander-in-Chief,  from  receiving  any  presents  for 
future;  that  order  I  have  here  in  my  hand,  and,  pursu: 
to  the  Queen's  commands,  I  have  caused  it  to  be  entered 
the  Council  book,"  and  I  desire  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  tj 
care  that  it  be  entered  at  large  in  the  journals  of  yi 
House. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  offer  to  you  at  this  time,  o 
to  desire  you  to  give  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  matt 
before  you,  for  I  am  obliged  upon  the  Queen's  service 
be  at  Amboy  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  next  month. 


3  This  order  is  given  at  length  in  the  joumala  of  the  Council  and 
Assembl}'.  It  bears  date  April  20,  1703,  and  prohibited  anjr  present  to 
governor,  lientenant-goremor,  commander-in-chief  or  president  of  the  Cou 
and  increased  the  Govemor'B  Hnlary  from  iix  hundred  pounds  to  twelve 
drcd  ponndi.  paj&ble  out  at  the  royal  treaaur]'. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  19.  Replying  to  an  address  from  the  Assem- 
bly, the  Governor  assured  them  that  ' '  he  should  always 
make  such  representations  to  her  Majesty  and  her  min- 
isters, as  might  be  conducive  to  the  good  and  prosperity  of 
the  colony,"  and  he  donbted  not  that  the  Assembly  would 
never  propose  anything  that  might  not  reasonably  con- 
tribute to  that  end. 

October  23.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  11th 
of  April,  1704. 


1704.    APRIL.    NIHTH  ASSEHBLT,  FOUKIH  SBSSKHT. 


LORD  CORNBURY.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  the  11th  of  April,  and  on  the  13th  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. — The  time  to  which  you  were  adjourned  the 
last  year  being  come,  I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  of  you  ready 
to  attend  the  service  of  the  Queen  and  your  country,  by 
which  means  I  hope  there  may  be  such  dispatch  given  to 
the  matters  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  that  yon 
may  think  proper  to  be  done,  that  I  may  be  at  liberty  to 
attend  the  service  of  the  great  Queen  of  England,  my  Mis- 
tress, in  the  neighboring  Province  some  time  in  May. 

The  things  which  I  shall  more  particalarly  recommend 
to  the  consideration  of  yon,  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  are  these :  First,  the  security  of  the  fron- 
tiers, whidi  I  am  afraid  cannot  be  thought  so  secure  now 
as  they  were  last  year.  The  good  success  our  enemies  the 
French  with  some  of  their  Indians,  have  had  against  our 
neighbors  of  New  England,  who  by  their  carelessness  have 
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suffered  themselves  to  be  surprised  and  cut  off  at  Det 
field,  may  perhaps  encourage  them  to  attempt  our  frontie 
likewise,  though  I  hope  (if  they  do)  they  will  find  us  mc 
watchful  and  in  a  better  posture  than  our  neighbors.  Ho 
ever,  I  think  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  some  m 
be  raised  and  sent  up  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  1 
the  year  ensuing.  The  number  I  think  proper  is  150  nn 
to  be  employed  thus,  30  men  to  be  added  to  the  garris 
of  Schenectady,  30  at  Nistigaone,  30  at  the  Half  Mo' 
30  at  Kinderhook,  and  30  to  be  dispersed  in  the  Out  Farn 
by  this  means  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  prevail  with  1 
inhabitants  not  to  desert  their  farms,  which  I  am  infom 
they  will  very  speedily  do  if  not  protected. 

The  next  thing  which  I  most  earnestly  recommend 
yonr  serious  consideration  is  the  condition  of  her  Majest 
revenue  in  this  colony,  which  is  now  very  small.  Th' 
was  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony  pasi 
in  year  1698,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  an  additio 
duty  for  the  defraying  the  debts  of  the  government,"  1 
that  act  was  to  continue  in  force  for  two  years  only  and 
longer,  which  time  is  long  since  expired.  I  only  ment 
this  to  you  because  I  think  the  methods  prescribed  in  t 
act  will  appear  as  easy  as  any  that  can  be  thought  of;  hi 
ever,  I  shall  leave  it  wholly  to  your  considerations,  to 
such  methods  as  you  shall  think  proper,  only  I  m 
acquaint  you  that  unless  some  care  is  now  taken  the  revei 
will  not  answer  the  necessary  charges  of  the  governm* 

I  must  acquaint  you.  Gentlemen,  that  her  most  sac 
Majesty  the  Queen,  who  is  always  watchful  for  the  gooc 
her  subjects,  and  considering  the  danger  that  some  of 
subjects  of  this  colony  were  exposed  to  by  the  wicked  c 
stmction  put  by  the  then  Chief  Justice  upon  an  act 
Assembly  passed  in  April,  1691  (entitled  An  act  for 
quieting  and  settling  the  disorders  that  have  lately  b 
pened  within  this  Province,  and  for  the  establishing  ; 
securing  their  Majesties  present  government  against 
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like  disorders  for  the  future),  has  been  pleased  to  com- 
mand me  to  recommend  to  you  the  repealing  the  last  clause 
in  the  said  act,  her  Majesty  being  satisfied  that  the  laws 
DOW  in  force  in  England  are  sufficient  to  punish  any  person 
who  shall  offend  in  that  manner  in  these  parts/ 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  what  I  thought  proper  to  offer  to 
you  at  this  time,  therefore  I  shall  detain  you  no  longer, 
only  but  to  recommend  to  you  unanimity  and  dispatch  in 
the  matters  now  before  you. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  20.     Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

April  25.  Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  annual 
salaries  of  civil  officers  of  the  colony;  also  a  report  from 
Thomas  Byerly,  collector  of  New  York,  showing  the  revenue 
received  by  him  from  the  31st  of  July,  1703,  to  the  24th 
of  April,  1704. 

June  1.  Protesting  against  the  right  of  the  Assembly  to 
prescribe  the  number  and  location  of  officers  to  couunand 
fusileers,'  and  also  the  right  of  the  Assembly  to  declare 
that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  should  be  commanded 
upon  that  service.' 

Informing  the  Assembly  that  it  had  no  control  of  funds 
famished  by  the  home  government  for  colonial  purposes. 

Becommending  the  consideration  of  additional  revenue 


I  See  note  i. 

a  In  the  statemeDt  of  the  9th  of  June  the  AiBemblj  uf  that  thej  hod  no 
intention  of  infringing  upon  the  powers  of  tlic  conmutnder-in-chlet  to  restrain 
the  nuinber  of  oEQeers  for  the  fusileeri. 

s  In  the  Htatement  of  the  8th  of  June,  the  Asaemblj  sa;  that  large  numbers 
of  men  and  officers  sent  to  the  frontiers  had  been  corniptly  excused,  and  tlieir 
places  supplied  by  enliBtments  from  Albany  and  vicinity.  The  suggestion  in 
the  bill  to  which  the  Governor  objected  was  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting 
this  practice.  Albany  was  weak  and  needed  men  from  other  parts  for  ita 
defence. 
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Belating  to  a  bill  to  repeal  part  of  a  recent  act 
settling  and  quieting  disorders  in  the  colony.* 

June  27.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  2d 
October,  and  on  the  2d  of  September  was  again  adjoun 
to  the  6th  of  October,'  1704. 


*  A  repealing  act  recommended  by  the  Governor  was  passed  June  2 
chap.  145.  This  biU  gave  rise  to  a  dispute  between  the  Governor  and  Asset 
as  t«  tbeir  relative  It^lative  powers.  The  bill  as  passed  by  the  Aasen 
contained  an  enacting  clause  declaring  that  it  was  enacted  "  by  his  Bxcelle 
the  Governor  by  and  with  the  oonsent  of  her  Majesty's  Council  and 
General  Assembly."  The  Council  proposed  to  amend  by  inserting  the  wi 
"  advice  and  "  before  consent,  making  the  cIbubb  read  that  the  law  waa  ena 
by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  giving  aa  a  ret 
that  the  words  added  were  "  parliamentaiy  words  used  in  bilU  in  England 

The  Assembly  objected  to  the  amendment,  stating  as  a  reason  that  "  in 
the  letters  patents  from  the  Crown,  wherein  there  is  mention  of  any 
sembly,  which  the  House  are  humbly  of  opinion,  is  the  measure  of  the  poi 
of  this  government,  and  the  rules  of  the  people's  obedience,  no  word  of  ad 
is  mentioned,  but  only  the  consent  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  or 
major  part  of  them  respectively,  nor  is  the  House  convinced,  that  the  « 
advice  is  any  ways  proper  in  that  place." 

Governor  Corabury's  commission  did  not  contain  the  word  "  advice," 
provided  that  legislative  power  should  be  exercised  by  the  Governor  v 
the  "consent"  of  the  Council  and  Assembly;  but  the  practice  had  not  i 
uniform,  and  in  at  least  seven  cases  acts  which  had  been  passed  during 
administration  the  phrase  "  advice  and  consent "  was  used  in  the  enad 
clause.  Sometimes  the  word  "consent"  was  used  alone,  but  usually  e 
this  word  was  omitted,  the  statement  being  that  the  law  waa  enacted  by 
Oovemor,  the  Council  and  the  Representatives  convened  in  Assembly. 

The  Council  also  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  "  Oenersl  Assemb 
and  substitute  the  words  "  representatives  in  General  Assembly."  The 
sembly  also  objected  to  this  ameudment  on  the  ground  that  by  the  Qovemi 
commission  he  was  required  to  "  summon  and  call  General  Assemblies "  i 
the  representatives  when  convened  were  to  constitute  a  General  Assembly. 

On  the  Assembly's  refusal  to  concur  in  the  amendment,  the  Governor 
quired  its  attendance  at  the  fort,  and  at  this  joint  meeting  considered 
attitude  of  the  Assembly  toward  the  pending  amendment,  and  said : 

"  I  have  required  your  attendance  here  this  day,  to  take  notioe  to  yon 
several  innovations  lately  attempted  to  be  set  on  foot,  by  some  of  you,  ne 
thought  of  nor  attempted  by  any  of  your  predecessors,  and  which  can  b 
to  nothing  but  to  disturb  that  quiet  which  her  most  Bacred  Majesty 
Queen  desires  all  her  subjects  should  enjoy,  in  all  the  parts  of  the  wo 
under  her  dominion;  this  can  be  effectually  hiudered  by  nothing,  but  by 
subjects  attempting  to  invade  the  property  of  the  Queen,  or  assuming 
themselves  to  exercise  a  power,  vested  by  the  Crown  in  the  Governor  alone 

And  as  these  are  things,  which  I  shall  never  suffer  during  the  time  1 
Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  trust  the  administration  of  this  government 
my  hands,  so  I  shall  always  do  my  part  in  admonishing  of  you,  hoping  tl 
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LORD  CORNBURY,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  October;  on 
the  12th  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  The  Assembly  of  New  Jersey  having  de- 
tained me  some  days  longer  than  at  first  I  intended,  and  the 

maj  bring  jrou  to  think  so  eerionsljr,  that  I  may  not  be  forced  to  esert  the 
powers  vested  in  ine  hj  the  Queen,  nor  to  make  representations  to  her  Majesty 
to  your  disadTantage. 

The  flrat  things  ahall  take  notice  of  is  the  stjle  you  have  made  uae  of  in 
some  of  four  Ute  bills,  In  which  you  insist  upon  the  title  of  General  Assembly, 
because  they  are  words  used  in  the  letters  patents,  which  constitute  me  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Province;  and  at  the  same  time,  you  are  very  unwilling  to 
admit  of  the  word  advice,  though  contained  in  the  same  letters  patents, 
notwithstanding.  In  the  reasons  you  delivered  to  the  Gentlemen  of  her  Ma- 

i'esty's  Council,  for  this  Province,  at  a  conference  you  said  the  said  Letters 
'stents  are  the  measure  of  the  power  of  this  government,  and  the  rules  of 
the  people's  obedience;  but  it  seems  you  think  yourselves  the  only  interpreters 
of  ttie  Queen's  meaning,  which  I  must  tell  you  appertains  to  me." 

It  seems  that  after  a  conference,  the  Council  receded  from  all  its  amend- 
ments, except  the  use  of  the  word  "  advice,"  which  it  insisted  on.  The 
Assembly,  on  the  E6th  of  May,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  delay,  agreed  to 
admit  the  amendment,  "  always  saving  their  rights,  this  compliance  not- 
withstanding." The  Governor  in  the  speech  from  which  the  forgoing  quo- 
tation is  made,  spoke  of  this  action,  and  demanded  the  statement  of  the 
rights  which  "  you  pretend  to  save  in  that  vote."  On  the  8th  of  June,  the 
Assembly  replied  by  presenting  the  following  statement.  The  journals  are 
not  explicit  as  to  further  action  on  this  question,  but  apparently  the  As- 
sembly maintained  its  position,  for  the  law  as  enacted  does  not  use  the  term 
"  advice,"  but  declares  that  it  is  enacted  "  by  and  with  the  consent  of  her 
Majesty's  Council  and  this  General  Assembly." 

"  Ever  since  this  Assembly  have  been  elected  by  the  country  next  its  tnie 
Interest,  they  had  nothing  so  much  in  their  thoui^hta,  as  doing  such  things 
as  might  render  them  and  their  actions  agreeable  to  your  Lordship,  that 
being  in  your  good  opinion  they  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  perform 
the  services  for  which  they  were  chosen.  It  is  with  great  concern  they  find 
thqr  are  mistook,  and  charged  with  Innovations;  ^eir  endeavors  are  to 
conform  themselves  to  the  Letter,  as  well  as  to  the  true  intent  {as  they 
understand  them)  of  the  commissions  under  the  great  seal  from  the  Crown. 

They  never  had,  nor  can  have  the  least  thought  of  attempting  the  Invaidon 
of  her  Majesty's  property,  or  assuming  to  themselves  any  powers  of  govem- 
nent  whatsoever,  nor  do  they  believe  your  Lordship  will  exert  any  powers 
but  what  are  lawful,  nor  make  any  representations  but  what  are  just. 
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season  of  the  year  being  bo  far  advanced,  are  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  recommend  to  your  consideratioDS  for 
this  sessions,  as  few  things  as  may  be,  and  indeed  the  two 
chief  things  whidi  I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to 
be  provided  for  at  this  time  are  the  low  condition  of  the 
revenue,  and  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

I  did  in  June  last  recommend  to  you,  Gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  lay  an  additional  duty  on  cer- 
tain coxomodities  which  had  been  granted  by  a  former 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  but  expired;  when  I  recom- 
mended that  to  you  I  did  it  as  a  thing  which  in  my  judg- 
ment would  in  some  measure  help  the  revenue  without  any 
burthen  upon  the  people.    Some  gentlemen  were  then  of 


The  %tyU  ol  Oeueral  Assembly,  is  what  in  all  commiBsions  that  mention 
of  Assembly  is  given  to  the  Deputiea  of  the  People,  «nd  that  tbey  shall  be 
called  and  held  by  that  name;  but  since  your  LordBhip  hath  been  pleased 
to  direct  the  style  of  the  Acta  according  to  your  Lordsbip's  instruction  (as 
they  are  informed)  they  heartily  agree  and  consent  to  the  same. 

1  they  have  been  dissatisfied  with  inaertiog  the  word  advice,  in 


L" 


the  major  _part  of  Uiem  respectively  is  expressly  and  only  required,  your 
Excellency  is  not  directed,  in  the  making  of  laws,  to  take  the  advice  of  Council 
or  Assembly,  or  both,  but  manifestly  the  contrary,  your  Lordship's  own 
imdence  being  wholly  and  solely  intrusted  to  prevent  t^at  whatsoever  mi^t 
e  agreed  on  by  the  Council  and  Assembly  (if  in  your  Excellency's  judgment) 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Crown,  should  not  receivq  the  sanction  of  a  law; 
and  the  bo  often  repetition  in  the  English  histories  and  laws  of  these  words, 
eofumon  content  in  Parliament,  (to  whicli  laws,  being  tbe  birthright  of  Eng- 
lishmen, this  Assembly  humbly  lays  a  just  claim)  appears  to  them  a  clear 
illustration  of  the  matter. 

All  commissions  from  tbe  Crown  have  hitherto  been  not  only  openly  and 
solemnly  published,  but  recorded  In  the  Secretary's  oSBee,  for  the  subject  to 
have  recourse  to  on  occasion,  and  the  publishing  has  ever  been  by  special 
direction  and  instructions  from  the  Crown;  this  must  be  to  the  end  they 
may  be  construed  and  understood  by  tbe  people,  and  can  be  to  no  oUier  pur- 
pose whatsoever. 

My  Lord, 

This  Assembly  being  intrusted  by  the  people  of  this  Plantation,  with  that 
care  of  their  Libertiea  and  properties,  and  sensible  of  their  own  weakness, 
least  through  ignorance  or  inadvertency  tbey  should  consent  to  anything 
hurtful  to  themselves  or  their  posterity  (in  all  things  admitting  of  doubts) 
are  willing  to  save  their  rights,  and  those  rights  they  mean  to  be  that  natural 
and  civil  liberty,  so  often  claimed,  declared  and  confirmed,  by  the  English 
laws,  and  which  they  conceive  every  free  Englishman  is  entitled  to,  what- 
soever else  may  admit  of  controversy,  the  people  of  this  Colony  think  they 
have  an  undoubted,  true  and  entire  property  m  their  goods  and  estate*,  ot 
which  they  ought  not  to  be  divested,  but  by  their  free  consents,  in  such 
manner  and  to  such  ends  and  purposes,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  not  othN- 
wiae;  if  the  contrary  should  be  admitted,  all  motion  of  property  would  cease." 
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opinion  that  such  an  additional  dnty  would  be  a  clog  npon 
the  trade  of  this  place;  if  they  have  taken  the  pains  to  in- 
quire into  that  matter,  I  do  not  qnestion  but  they  will  be  of 
another  mind.  For  my  part,  I  did  inquire  of  some  of  the 
most  considerable  merchants  of  this  city,  who  told  me  that 
such  a  duty  would  have  been  rather  a  help  than  a  hiudrance 
or  clog  to  the  trade  of  this  place.  Being  well  persuaded 
that  those  gentlemen  were  right  in  their  opinions,  I  once 
more  recommend  the  consideration  of  such  a  doty  to  you, 
or  else  that  yon  will  consider  of  some  other  method  to 
enable  her  most  sacred  Majesty  the  Queen  to  support  the 
necessary  charges  of  the  government,  which  the  present 
revenue  will  not  do. 

The  next  thing  is  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this 
Province.  In  order  to  that,  I  did  in  July  last  order  a  de- 
tachment of  100  men  out  of  the  militia  for  that  service ;  the 
greatest  part  of  that  number  did  go  up  to  Albany,  and  have 
been  posted  in  the  places  most  convenient  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  which  has  kept  as  quiet  this  summer.  I 
think  they  onght  to  be  kept  there  till  the  last  day  of  March 
next  at  least,  and  that  some  out-scouts  shonld  be  raised  for 
this  winter.  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  ycu,  Gentlemen 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  prepare  such  a  bill  as 
may  raise  a  sum  suflScient  for  the  paying  the  men  that  have 
been  sent  op,  and  for  the  out-scouts,  with  such  contingent 
charges  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  going  to  Albany  and 
returning  home  again. 

If  there  is  anything  else  that  may  be  reasonable  to  be 
enacted  at  this  time,  you  shall  find  me  ready  to  embrace  all 
occasions  of  doing  such  things  as  may  be  for  the  good  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  colony.  I  have  nothing  far- 
ther to  recommend  to  you  at  this  time  but  unanimity  in 
yonr  consultations  and  dispatch  in  the  matters  before  you. 

November  6.    The  Assembly  was  dissolved.    No     acts 
were  passed  at  this  session. 
8 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


114  Messages  fbou  the  Governor. 

1705.  juitb.  tenth  assembly,  first  se8si0h. 

LORD  CORNBURY,  Goveraor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  on  the  14ik 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  I  am  sorry  the  Queen's  service  in  the 
neighboring  Province  and  the  ill  weather  we  have  lately  had 
has  hindered  me  from  meeting  this  Assembly  as  I  intended; 
however,  I  hope  we  will  still  have  time  enough  to  dispatch 
such  things  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  provided  for  at  this 
time.  Those  which  I  shall  more  particularly  recommend 
to  the  care  of  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  Representa- 
tives, are  these : 

First,  That  a  sum  may  be  provided  sufficient  to  pay  one 
hundred  fusileers  and  fifty  outscouts,  with  their  proper 
o£ScerB,  to  be  sent  to  Albany  and  places  adjacent,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  for  one  year,  and  likewise  that  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  their  going  up  to  and  returning 
from  Albany,  and  likewise  for  bedding  for  them  while  they 
are  there.  This  ia  of  absolute  necessity  at  this  time,  be- 
cause I  have  received  an  account  of  a  design  of  the  Waghana 
Indians  with  several  other  nations  in  amity  with  the  French 
to  attack  our  five  nations,  who  if  they  see  that  we  are  either 
not  willing  or  not  able  to  support  and  defend  them  against 
their  enemies,  will  the  more  easily  be  persuaded  to  go  over 
to  the  French,  the  ill  consequences  whereof  are  so  well 
known  that  I  need  not  mention  them  to  you,  nor  will  I 
trouble  yon  with  any  particulars  of  this  news,  because  I 
had  it  from  those  gentlemen  who  are  chosen  to  serve  for 
this  Assembly  in  the  county  of  Albany,  who  are  well  able 
to  inform  you  of  the  truth  of  that  matter. 

The  next  thing  I  recommend  to  your  care  is  the  provid- 
ing such  a  sum  as  may  be  sufficient  to  pay  and  defray  the 
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charges  of  the  detachment  sent  up  to  Albany  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  last  fall,  an  account  whereof  shall  be 
laid  before  you.  I  must  take  notice  to  yon  that  the  bill  for 
settling  the  militia,  which  was  passed  in  the  year  1702,  is 
expired  by  its  own  limitation.  I  think  it  is  very  necessary 
that  act  should  be  revived. 

The  difficulties  which  some  very  worthy  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  England  have  met  with  in  getting  the  mainte- 
nance settled  upon  them  by  an  act  of  General  Assembly  of 
this  Province  passed  in  the  year  1693,  moves  me  to  propose 
to  you  the  passing  an  act  explanatory  of  the  aforementioned 
act,  that  those  worthy  good  men,  who  have  ventured  to 
come  so  far  for  the  service  of  Q-od  in  His  Charch,  and  the 
good  and  edification  of  the  people,  to  the  salvation  of  their 
souls,  may  not  for  the  future  be  vexed,  as  some  of  tiiem 
have  been,  but  may  enjoy  in  quiet  that  maintenance  which 
was  by  law  provided  for  them.^  I  further  recommend  to 
you  the  passing  an  act  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
some  ministers  in  some  of  the  towns  at  the  east  end  of  Long 
Island,  where  I  do  not  find  any  provision  has  been  yet  made 
for  the  propagating  religion. 

The  next  thing  which  I  think  does  very  highly  deserve 
your  serious  thoughts  is  the  laying  a  duty  upon  all  Euro- 
pean goods  imported  into  this  colony  from  any  of  the 
neighboring  Provinces,  whereas  now  those  goods  pay  no 
greater  duties  than  those  which  come  directly  from  Eng- 
land. I  did  recommend  this  matter  to  the  last  Assembly, 
and  I  am  afraid  the  not  doing  of  it  at  that  time  has  been  a 
considerable  prejudice  to  the  trade  of  this  Province,  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  unless  effectual  care  be  now  taken  in 
that  matter,  the  trade  of  this  place  will  not  only  become 
precarious,  but  oar  navigation  will  be  entirely  ruined.  I 
am  of  opinion  it  would  be  very  proper  to  lay  a  duty  upon 
all  rum  and  other  spirits  imported  from  any  place  what- 

1  This  recommendBtion  was  embodied  in  the  act.  chap.  14(1,  passed  August 
ith.  ezplAining  the  act  of  10S3  for  aettling  a  ministry. 
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soever,  except  England  and  her  Majesty's  islands  in  the 
West  Indies.  I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  your 
care  the  preparing  sudi  a  bill  as  may  effectually  answer  the 
ends  proposed. 

1  further  recommend  to  your  consideration  whether  the 
passing  an  act  to  discourage  the  exportation  of  com,  and 
to  encourage  the  exportation  of  flour  from  this  Province 
would  not  be  of  good  advantage  to  trade. 

I  observe  that  during  the  late  war,  at  a  time  when  much 
greater  sums  were  given  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
Uian  have  ever  been  deaianded  since  the  beginning  of  this, 
the  Assemblies  in  those  times  thought  fit  to  grant  several 
sums  of  money  towards  the  disdiar^g  of  the  debts  of  the 
Province.  Whether  it  is  not  as  reasonable  to  take  the  same 
methods  now  to  discharge  the  debts  that  were  contracted 
before  my  coming  to  this  government,  I  leave  to  your  con- 
sideration, only  I  think  it  a  duty  incmubent  on  me  to  put 
you  in  mind  of  it,  that  the  people  to  whom  these  debts  are 
due  may  not  think  themselves  neglected. 

I  am  of  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass  an  act  to 
prevent  the  clipping  and  defacing  the  foreign  coin  which 
has  currency  in  this  Province;  and  another  for  the  more 
effectual  suppressing  of  scandalous  honses  and  bawdy 
houses,  and  to  prevent  scandalous  women  from  coming  from 
the  neighboring  provinces  to  live  in  this;  and  another  to 
punish  negroes,  Indian  and  mulatto  slaves,  and  to  prevent 
their  running  away  from  their  masters." 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  things  I  thought  fit  to  propose 
to  your  consideration  at  this  time.  I  must  now  acquaint 
you  that  her  Most  Sacred  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order 
that  for  the  future  no  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  this  province  shall  receive  any  gift  or 
present  from  the  country,  which  order  you  will  find  entered 

3  An  act,  chap.  149,  was  passed  August  4th,  to  prevent  negro  slaves  from 
runninc  away  to  thp  French  of  Cniiaila.  An  act  rej^ilaiinf;  slaves,  pnBSPil 
in  1702,  was  revived  for  seveii  years  by  an  act,  cLap.  155,  passed  August  4tb. 
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in  your  jonmals.  All  the  return  the  Queen  expects  from 
the  easing  you  of  the  burden  of  those  presents  is  that  you 
contribute  more  freely  to  the  defence  of  the  country. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  offer  to  you  at  this  time,  only 
unanimity  in  your  consultations  and  dispatch  in  the  mattera 
before  you. 

If  anything  occurs  to  you  which  you  think  may  be  for 
the  service  of  the  Queen  and  the  good  of  the  country,  you 
shall  always  find  me  ready  not  only  to  hear  it  but  to  join 
heartily  with  you  to  promote  anything  that  is  reasonable. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  5.  Transmitting  an  account  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  sending  a  detachment  of  militia  for  the  defence 
of  Albany. 

July  26.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Assembly  and  Coun- 
cil, the  Governor  delivered  a  speech,  in  which  he  said  that 
on  the  recent  appearance  of  a  French  privateer  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor,  several  vessels  had  been  fitted  out  for  the 
purpose  of  capturing  or  destroying  the  privateer,  and  a 
reward  of  "  two  thousand  five  hundred  pieces  of  eight "  had 
be^n  offered  for  volunteers.  Three  hundred  and  fifty  men 
had  been  employed  on  an  expedition  of  ten  days,  but  the 
privateer  was  not  found.  The  Assembly  was  asked  to  make 
an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  expedition. 

In  the  same  speech  the  Governor,  in  obedience  to  the 
Queen's  command,  communicated  to  the  legislature  three 
recent  acts  of  Parliament ;  one  was  intended  to  encourage 
the  "  importing  of  naval  stores  from  her  Majesty's  planta- 
tions in  America."  The  Governor  said  the  act  was  '*  con- 
trived "  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony,  and  he  hoped  the 
trade  would  be  promoted  by  the  people,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose the  Queen  requested  snch  local  legislation  as  would 
make  the  act  of  Parliament  most  useful  and  effectual.  An- 
other act  prohibited  all  trade  with  France,  and  another 
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prohibited  all  traitorous  correspondence  with  the  Queen's 
enemies. 

The  Governor  also  said  that  the  Queen  requested  the 
Assembly  "  to  raise  a  fimd  for  purchasing  military  stores, 
and  for  the  supplying  other  nses  as  the  defence  of  the 
Province  may  require." 

The  Governor  also  said  he  had  received  from  the  Lords 
of  Trade  a  communication,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
Council  had  the  right  to  amend  alt  bills  sent  to  them  by  the 
Assembly  "even  those  relating  to  money."  This  had 
reference  to  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Assembly  in  Jnne 
and  November  1704,  denying  the  Council's  power  to  amend 
money  bills.  It  was  the  be^nning  of  a  dispute  which  con- 
tinued through  the  colonial  period.  The  subject  will  be 
further  considered  in  notes  to  the  Fourteenth  Assembly, 
Third  Session  (May,  1712). 

August  4.  The  Assembly  was  adjouirted  to  the  10th  of 
September,  and  on  the  6th  of  Septranber  was  again  ad- 
journed to  the  19th. 


1705.    SEPTEHBES.    TSNTE  ASSEMBLY,  SESOHD  SESSION. 


LORD  CORNBURY,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  the  19th  of  Sept^nber,  and  on  the  26th 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECa 

Gehtlemen.—  The  season  of  the  year  being  so  far  ad- 
vanced I  shall  not  trouble  you  at  this  time  with  anything 
but  what  I  think  absolute  necoessity  to  be  provided  for, 
that  is  the  defence  of  the  frontiers ;  a  hundred  fusileers  and 
fifty  out-scoots  will  be  necessary  for  that  service.  I  hope 
you  will  prepare  such  a  bill  for  the  raising  a  sum  sufficient 
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to  answer  that  charge,  as  I  may  give  my  assent  to  it  without 
breaking  the  instmctions  her  most  sacred  Majesty  the 
Qaeen  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with.  This,  Gentlemen, 
is  all  I  shall  rec<mimend  to  your  consideration  at  this 
present,  and  to  which  I  intreat  you  to  give  all  possible 
dispatch. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  sea  expedi- 
tion this  summer.  I  think  that  ought  to  be  disdiai^ed,  be- 
cause several  debts  have  been  contracted  upon  that  account. 

September  26  to  October  13.  The  Assembly  held  several 
meetings  between  these  dates,  but  no  laws  were  passed.  On 
the  latter  day  the  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  1st  of 
May,  1706. 

April  23.  The  Assembly  was  again  prorogued  to  the 
12th  of  September,  but  on  the  14th  of  May  a  proclamation 
was  issued  convening  the  Assembly  in  extraordinary  session 
the  24th  inst. 


ITOe.    lUT.    IBHTH  ASSEHBLT,  THIBD  SBSSIOH. 


LORD  CORNBURY,  Gwernor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  and  on  the 
29th  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gbntlembn. — The  service  of  her  most  sacred  Majesty 
the  Qneen  in  the  neighboring  colony  having  obliged  me  to 
prorogue  this  Assembly  to  the  month  of  September  next, 
I  should  not  have  given  yon  the  trouble  of  meeting  tilt  that 
time,  were  I  not  forced  to  it  by  an  indispensable  necessity. 
The  repeated  advices  our  merchants  here  have  received 
from  their  correspondents  in  the  West  Indies  of  the  design 
the  French  have  of  attempting  this  colony,  have  made  me 
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think  it  of  absolute  necessity  to  call  you  together  at  this 
time,  that  all  proper  measures  may  be  taken  for  the  ^^fence 
of  this  place  which  as  yet  lies  very  open,  naked  and  defence- 
less.' There  are  two  things  therefore  which  I  shall  chiefly 
reconamend  to  your  care ;  one  is  the  providing  a  fund  for  the 
fortifying  of  this  city,'  the  other  is  the  providing  a  fund 
for  the  repairing  this  her  Majesty's  fort,  which  is  extremely 
out  of  order,  and  for  mounting  the  guns,  most  of  the  car- 
riages being  rotten  and  unserviceable.  These  two  things 
are  of  absolute  necessity,  and  withoat  whicdi  it  is  to  be 
feared  this  place  may  become  a  prey  to  a  powerful  enemy 
who  can  design  no  less  than  to  lay  it  waste  and  destroy  it, 
as  they  have  done  the  Islands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Christophers, 
whose  misfortunes  I  hope  will  be  an  inducement  to  you  to 
make  effectual  provision  for  the  defence  of  this  colony,  and 
you  may  be  sure  that  whatever  you  shall  think  fit  to  give 
shall  be  applied  to  the  uses  for  which  you  give  it,  and  to  no 
other. 

Gentlemen. —  I  must  take  notice  to  you  that  the  last 
Assembly  did  pass  an  act  for  the  raising  the  sum  of  £1500 
towards  the  erecting  batteries  at  the  Narrows,  which  would 
have  been  of  very  great  use  at  this  time  had  that  money 
been  collected,  but  it  has  not.  I  am  sensible  that  stone 
malicious  illminded  people  have  reported  that  I  have  taken 
that  money  into  my  hands;  that  the  truth  therefore  may  be 
known  and  I  justified,  I  recommend  it  to  you.  Gentlemen  of 
the  house  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  strict  inquiry  into 
that  tax. 

I  think  it  proper  to  recommend  to  you  the  reviving  the 

1  Doubt  having  arisen  as  to  the  legalitj  of  the  eKtraordinaiy  wsBion  iMcaoae 
of  a  prorogation  to  a  later  date,  the  Araemblj  on  the  30th  of  May  adopted 
a  resolution  declaring  that  "  in  r^»rd  to  the  indiapensable  necessity  men- 
tioned in  bis  Lordship's  speech,  of  which  this  House  is  deeply  sengible,  they 
will  sit  and  proceed  to  give  the  beat  auistance,  toward  the  necessary  defence 
of  this  colony." 

3  An  act,  chap.  I  SB,  proriding  for  the  fortiflutlon  of  New  Toric,  waa 
passed  June  2Tth. 
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militia  act  which  expired  by  its  own  limitation  in  the  year 
1704,  and  I  am  tiie  rather  induced  to  do  it  at  this  time 
because  in  this  time  of  danger,  if  there  be  not  some  law 
passed  to  keep  the  people  to  their  duty,  I  shall  be  forced 
to  pat  martial  law  in  practice,  which  I  am  sure  will  fall 
heavier  than  any  act  of  Assembly  will  do.' 

I  cannot  oonclnde  without  putting  you  in  mind  of  the 
necessity  of  making  provision  for  outscouts  this  nest  win- 
ter to  he  sent  from  Albany.  These  are  the  things  I  thought 
proper  to  recommend  to  you,  and  whidi  I  hope  you  will 
provide  for  with  all  possible  dispatch,  because  I  think  the 
nature  of  the  thing  requires  it.  If  you  can  think  of  any- 
thing else  that  may  require  the  aid  of  an  act  of  Assembly 
at  this  time,  you  shall  always  find  me  ready  to  do  anything 
which  shall  be  proposed  to  me  for  the  Queen's  service  and 
the  good  of  the  country. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
June  27.    The   Governor   considered  two   money   bills 
passed  by  the  Assembly,  but  declined  to  approve  them  be- 
cause not  drawn  in  the  usual  form.    Commenting  on  these 
bills  the  Governor  said : 

"  I  wish  the  necessity  of  proceeding  for  the  defence  of 
this  Country,  in  this  time  of  imminent  danger,  could  have 
prevailed  with  you  to  have  passed  the  money  bills  in  the 
same  method  which  has  been  always  used  in  this  Province 
till  very  lately,  because  then  I  could  have  esented  to  them, 
which  you  know  now  I  cannot  do,  without  manifest  breach 
of  the  positive  command  her  most  Sacred  Majesty  the 
Queen  hath  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with,  in  her  Boyal 
instractions  to  me.  This  I  say  you  know  to  be  true,  because 
yon  have  had  copies  of  these  instructions  every  session, 
since  you  have  thought  fit  to  insist  upon  these  innovations, 
which  your  predecessors  never  thought  of,  and,  which  I 
believe,  would  not  have  been  attempted  at  all,  were  it  not 
for  some  nnquiet  spirits  among  you,  who  can  never  be  con- 

'The  militia  Uw  wu  revived  by  an  act,  chap.  157,  pnssed  June  2Ttb. 
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tent  to  see  the  service  of  the  Qaeen,  and  the  true  intereat 
and  good  of  the  coimtry,  go  hand  in  hand,  as  they  ought 
to  do.  I  am  sorry  to  see  thoae  few  (and  I  am  satisfied  they 
are  but  few)  have  so  much  influence  upon  the  rest  of  the 
House,  as  to  prevail  with  them  to  Insist  upon  those  clauses, 
which  you  know,  I  could  not  agree  to;  but  since  it  is  so,  I 
take  God  and  the  world  to  witness,  that  whatever  misfor- 
tune may  befall  this  Province  for  want  of  money  intended 
to  be  raised  by  those  bills,  must  lie  at  your  doors,  I  shall  do 
my  duty  to  the  utmost,  but  being  under  oatbs  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  my  dut^  to  the  Queen,  I  will  upon  no  terms 
break  them,  and  I  believe  no  reasonable  man  would  de- 
sire it" 

The  Governor  expressed  surprise  that  the  Assembly  had 
taken  no  measures  to  repair  the  fort  in  New  York,  and  also 
that  no  inquiry  had  been  made  into  the  tax  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred pounds,  appropriated  by  the  act  of  1703  for  the  erec- 
tion of  forts  at  the  Narrows,  especially  because  of  tiie 
"  scandalous  report "  that  he  had  applied  the  money  to  his 
own  use. 

June  27.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  September  12, 
and  on  the  30th  of  August  was  further  adjourned  to  tiie 
24th  of  September. 


1706.    SBPTEHBEB.    TENTH  ASSBHBLT,  FODBTH  SESSIOH. 


LORD  CORNBURY,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, but  on  that  day  the  Governor  adjourned  it  to  the  27th, 
at  which  time  he  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gentlemen. — When  I  dismissed  you  at  the  end  of  the 
last  sessions  in  June  last,  I  acquauited  you  that  though  I 
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conld  not  assent  to  the  bill  you  tendered  to  me  for  the  rais- 
ing  the  aum  of  three  thousand  pounds  towards  the  fortify- 
ing of  this  eity,^  yet  I  would  not  reject  it,  hoping  that  I 
might  receive  such  directions  from  England  as  might  make 
that  matter  more  easy.  I  am  very  glad  I  can  now  acquaint 
you  that  my  expectations  are  answered.  I  have  received 
letters  from  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  containing  her  most  gradous 
Majesty's  commands  to  me  to  permit  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Province  to  name  their  own  treasurer  when  they 
raised  extraordinary  supplies  for  particular  uses,  and 
which  are  no  part  of  her  Majesty's  standing  and  constant 
revenue,  but  the  treasurer  so  nominated  must  be  account- 
able to  the  Governor,  Conncil  and  Assembly.  Warrants 
may  be  issued  by  the  colonels,  captains  or  other  persons  as 
the  act  shall  direct,  but  the  Governor  must  always  be  in- 
formed of  the  occasion  of  issuing  of  such  warrants,  and  all 
persons  concerned  in  the  issuing  and  disposing  of  such 
moneys  must  be  made  accotmtable  to  the  Governor,  Council 
and  Assembly.  Thus,  Gentlemen,  I  have  aojuainted  you 
with  her  Majesty's  pleasure  relating  to  the  passing  of  bills 
for  the  raising  moneys  for  extraordinary  supplies. 

Gbntlbmek.—  I  am  commanded  by  the  Bight  Honorable 
the  Lord  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  her  Majesty's  Council  for  this  Province 
have  undoubtedly  as  much  to  do  in  forming  of  bills  for  the 
granting  and  raising  of  money  as  the  Assembly,  and  conse- 
quently have  a  right  to  alter  or  mend  any  such  money  bills 
as  well  as  the  Assembly.* 

Their  Lordships  likewise  observed  that  in  the  preamble 
of  the  £1700  bill  there  is  an  error  in  not  granting  the  money 

1  See  lAit  Kwion,  «pecial  message  of  June  27tli,  ante  p.  121,  for  the  Gor- 
emor'B  origliwl  objeetiou  to  this  bill  (for  the  fortiflcstion  of  New  York). 
It  waa  finail;  approved  cm  the  21st  of  October,  and  became  chapter  166. 

iSee  note  <m  Ttumey  bille,  poat  162,  Fourteenth  Assembly,  (Maj,  1712) 
Third  Seadon.  Note  1. 
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thereby  intended  to  be  raised  to  the  Queen,  which  need  not 
hinder  the  ABsembly  from  appropriating  the  money  to  be 
granted  to  such  uses  as  are  found  requisite.  Their  Lord- 
ships further  observe  that  the  penalty  in  the  last  clause  in 
the  £1700  bill  is  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  such  as  no 
Assembly  anywhere  else  ever  attempted  before,  and  they 
say  it  is  highly  presumptnons  in  the  Assembly  to  pretend 
to  propose  or  pass  any  dause  whereby  her  Majesty  is  re- 
strained in  her  royal  prerogatives  of  pardoning  or  repriev- 
ing her  subjects  whenever  she  sees  it  reasonable  and  con- 
venient, and  they  command  me  to  acquaint  the  Assembly 
with  these  matters  that  the  like  errors  may  be  avoided  for 
the  future. 

I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  that  their  Lordships  are  of 
opinion  that  the  province  of  New  York  ought  to  provide 
towards  it  own  security  by  giving  such  necessary  funds 
(as  is  done  in  other  plantations)  for  furnishing  the  inhabit- 
ants with  arms  as  there  may  be  occasion,  and  this  their 
Lordships  command  me  likewise  to  represent  to  you. 

Thus,  Gentlemen,  I  have  acquainted  you  with  those  things 
I  had  in  charge  from  England.  I  shall  now  mention  to  you 
those  things  which  in  my  opinion  ought  now  to  be  provided 
for;  and  first,  I  desire  you  to  observe  that  by  the  directions 
I  have  now  received,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  pass  the 
£3000  bill  in  the  terms  it  is  now  conceived,  and  therefore  I 
entreat  you  to  prepare  another  bill  for  that  service  accord- 
ing to  the  methods  above  mentioned. 

I  must  likewise  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  pro- 
viding a  fund  for  the  paying  the  detachment  sent  up  under 
Captain  Higby's  commahd  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
in  the  year  1704,  and  the  outsconts  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Brat,  and  since  that  time,  and  likewise  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  Colonel  Schuyler's  journey  to  the  Onon- 
daga's country  at  a  time  when  we  were  in  great  danger  of 
having  the  Five  Nations  debauched  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  Crown  of  England,  which  was  prevented  by  his 
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going.'  This  was  so  good  a  service  that  I  hope  you  will 
tiilnk  it  reasonable  that  charge  shonid  be  answered. 

I  most  likewise  acquaint  you  that  by  accident  very  lately 
the  guard  room  in  the  fort  at  Schenectady  was  burnt  down 
with  a  great  quantity  of  firewood  which  had  been  provided 
for  this  winter  now  coming  on.  I  should  be  glad  that  might 
be  repaired  before  the  cold  weather  comes,  else  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  men  to  keep  guard  in  that  place  which  lies 
the  most  exposed  of  all  our  frontiers.*  I  will  direct  an 
estimate  to  be  laid  before  you  for  that  purpose. 

I  must  again  recommend  to  you  the  providing  a  fund  for 
the  repairing  and  maintainiog  her  Majesty's  fort  in  this 
city,  which  yet  wants  several  things  to  put  it  into  a  posture 
fit  to  resist  an  enemy,  if  we  should  be  attacked,  which  we 
very  narrowly  escaped  this  summer.  Whether  you  will  not 
think  fit  to  fortify  the  Narrows  to  prevent  any  attempt  of 
the  like  nature  for  the  future,  I  leave  to  your  consideration, 
but  in  my  judgment  I  look  upon  that  to  be  the  best  way  to 
cover  this  city  from  any  attempt  the  French  may  intend 
to  make  upon  us,  and  I  choose  to  mention  it  to  you  at  this 
time  the  rather  because  Captain  Eedknap,  whom  the  Queen 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  to  be  her  Engineer  in  these 
parts,  is  now  here  and  will  if  you  desire  it  give  you  an 
account  of  what  he  thinks  proper  to  be  done  to  answer 
that  end. 

The  last  thing  I  shall  trouble  you  with  at  this  time  is  the 
providing  a  fund  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  at  and 
about  Albany  this  winter.  One  himdred  men  and  five  and 
twenty  outscouts  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  snffident  to  answer 
that  service." 

s  An  appropriation  for  Cot.  Peter  Schnyter'a  Berrieea  and  expense!  in  hii 
miwion  to  the  frontier  Indiana  vaa  made  bf  an  act,  chapter  101,  passed 
October  Slat. 

*  An  act,  cliap.  182,  passed  October  21st,  made  provision  for  repairing  tne 
gosrdhonse  at  Selieneetadjr. 

■  Provision  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  at  and  about  Alban7  was  made 
lir  an  aet,  ehapUr  lai,  passed  October  2lBt. 
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Thus,  Gentlemen,  I  have  offered  to  you  what  I  think 
necessary  to  be  provided  for.  11  any  other  Uiings  occur  to 
your  thouj^hts  which  may  be  necessary  to  be  provided  for 
by  a  law,  yon  shall  always  find  me  ready  to  consent  to  any- 
thing that  may  conduce  to  the  service  of  her  Most  Sacred 
Majesty  the  Queen,  and  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  country. 

October  21.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  20th 
of  May,  1707. 


1708.    AUGUST.    ELETENTH   ASSEMBLY,  FIBST  SESSION. 


LORD  CORNBURY,  Governor. 

October  21,  1706,  the  Tenth  Assembly  was  adjourned  to 
May  20, 1707,  but  there  is  no  record  that  it  met  on  that  day, 
or  that  it  ever  met  again.  The  printed  journal  of  the 
Assembly  in  the  State  Library  contains  a  statement  that 
on  the  15th  of  May,  1707,  Governor  Cornbory,  then  being 
at  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  issued  a  proclamation  dissolving 
the  Assembly.  This  proclamation  does  not  appear  in  the 
Council  Journal.  It  seems  from  a  letter  written  by  Gov- 
ernor Combury  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  July  1,  1708  (Col. 
Doc.  Vol.  V,  p.  61),  that  the  Burlington  proclamation  was 
for  an  adjournment  instead  of  a  dissolution.  The  Council 
minutes  for  July  9,  1708,  recite  the  issuing  of  writs  of  elec- 
tion for  an  Assembly  to  meet  on  the  18th  of  August  follow- 
ing, and  also  contain  a  statement  that  a  proclamation  was 
directed  to  be  issued  dissolving  "this  Assembly,"  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  the  Tenth  Assembly  bad  not 
then  been  dissolved.  There  is  no  record  of  any  meeting  of 
the  Assembly  between  the  21st  of  October,  1706,  and  the 
18th  of  August,  1708. 

The  validity  of  the  Burlington  proclamation  was  ques- 
tioned in  New  York  on  the  ground  that  the  Governor  had 
no  power  to  issue  such  a  proclamation  outside  the  Province. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


LOED   COBHBUBY,    1708.  127 

In  the  letter  above  cited,  Lord  Cornbury  refers  to  this  objec- 
tion, and  submits  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  the  question 
whether  any  order  signed  by  him  in  one  Province  is  to  be 
of  force  in  the  other.  His  own  views  were  not  only  ex- 
pressed by  the  prociamation  itself,  but  he  seems  to  have 
considered  tiiat  hie  appointment  as  Governor  of  New  York 
and  also  of  New  Jersey,  thongb  by  distinct  commissions, 
had  in  effect  produced  a  union  of  the  two  Provinces  for 
purposes  of  administration.  In  a  letter  from  Lieutenant- 
Gtovemor  Ingoldesby  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  Novem- 
ber 10,  1705  (Col.  Doc.  IV,  1162),  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
says  that  Governor  Cornbury  had  not  permitted  him  to  act 
as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  York,  although  the  Gov- 
ernor was  absent  in  New  Jersey,  and  he  (Cornbury)  claimed 
that  when  he  was  in  either  of  his  govermnents  of  New  York 
or  New  Jersey,  he  was  in  both. 

The  Lords  of  Trade  considered  Governor  Combury's 
question  in  a  letter  of  instructions  to  Governor  Hunter 
dated  December  23,  1709,  and  sustained  the  Governor's 
power  to  act  in  one  colony  while  in  the  other.  It  should  be 
noted  that  by  the  commissions  to  the  Governor  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  to  act  in 
case  of  the  Governor's  absence.  The  same  rule  is  prescribed 
in  the  State  Constitution. 

The  Eleventh  Assembly  met  on  the  18th  of  August,  1708, 
and  on  the  20th  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlembn.—  I  am  glad  to  see  so  full  an  appearance  so 
early,  especially  at  this  time,  when  the  country  stands  in 
the  greatest  need  of  your  assistance. 

The  diief  things  I  have  to  recommend  to  the  considera- 
tion of  yon,  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  at 
this  time,  are  these:  First,  I  am  in  duty  to  the  Queen 
obliged  to  put  you  in  mind  that  her  Majesty's  revenue  in 
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this  Province  expires  in  May  next.  I  don't  doubt  bnt  yon 
will  always  take  care  to  provide  for  the  support  of  ihe  gov- 
ernment. 

The  militia  act  is  already  expired.  I  think  it  is  abso- 
iately  necessary  to  revive  that  act,  else  it  will  be  difficult 
to  bring  some  people  to  do  their  duty  in  case  the  enemy 
ahonld  attempt  anything  against  this  Province.* 

In  the  year  1703,  Captain  Higby  was  sent  up  to  Albany 
with  a  detachment  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  at  a 
time  when  if  that  care  had  not  been  taken,  moat  if  not  all 
the  out-farms  had  broke  up  and  retired  into  the  Town. 
There  was  a  contract  made  with  Mr,  Hendrick  Hansen  for 
subsisting  those  men ;  he  performed  his  part.  It  is  reason- 
able he  should  be  paid ;  the  revenue  is  not  able  to  bear  it, 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  leave  that  burthen  upon  me.' 

In  the  year  1705  the  French  privateers  so  infested  this 
coast  that  the  gentlemen  of  her  Majesty's  Council  were  of 
opinion  with  me  that  some  vessels  ought  to  be  fitted  out 
to  endeavor  to  take  the  privateer  who  had  done  the  mis- 
chief, and  accordingly  a  ship,  a  brlgantine  and  two  sloops 
were  fitted  out  under  the  command  of  Col.  Peartree ;  several 
of  the  merchants  of  this  city  furnished  provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  that  expedition,  who  are  not  yet  paid,  and 
since  the  safety  of  the  country  and  the  preservation  of  the 
trade  of  this  Province  were  the  only  causes  of  that  expense, 
I  hope  this  Assembly  will  think  fit  to  raise  a  fnnd  to  dia- 
charge  that  debt.' 

The  next  thing  which  I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
most  serious  thoughts  of  you,  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  is  the  case  of  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions.   The  first  year  I  came  into  this  Province  I  gave  the 

1  The  militis  law  was  revived  by  an  act,  cbap.  169,  passed  September  IStli. 

3An  appropriation  to  pay  tbe  Haitaeii  claim  was  made  by  an  act,  chap. 
177,  passed  October  Idth. 

B  An  appropriation  for  the  expense  of  the  expedition  against  French  priva* 
teera  was  made  by  an  act,  chap.  180,  passed  October  30th,  proTfding  for 
various  extraordinary  clmrges. 
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Five  Nations  a  large  present;  since  that  time  having  re- 
ceived nothing  from  England  for  that  purpose,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  make  them  any  presents,  and  still  expecting 
presents  from  England  for  them,  I  avoided  tronbling  the 
Assembly  on  this  subject;  bat  now  being  veil  assured  that 
nnleas  some  presents  are  given  this  fall  we  are  in  manifest 
danger  of  losing  some  if  not  all  those  Five  Nations  by  the 
unwearied  endeavors  of  the  French,  who  are  continually 
making  them  presents,  and  using  of  other  endeavors  to  de- 
bauch them  from  us,  I  thought  it  an  indispensable  duty 
npon  me  to  lay  this  before  yoa  as  a  thing  of  the  greatest 
consequence.  I  need  not  tell  you  what  unhappy  circum- 
stances this  and  the  neighboring  Provinces  will  labor  under 
if  one  of  those  Five  Nations  of  Indians  should  leave  the 
interest  of  England  and  torn  to  the  French.  You  are  very 
good  judges  of  that  matter,  therefore  I  shall  not  enlarge 
further  upon  this  subject,  only  desire  you  will  provide  such 
a  sum  as  yoa  think  proper  to  be  laid  out  in  presents  for  the 
Five  Nations  and  the  Schackock  Indians.* 

I  can't  omit  putting  you  in  mind  that  the  act  for  encour- 
aging a  post  of&ce  is  expired ;  that  is  of  so  general  advan- 
tage that  I  hope  you  will  revive  it.' 

I  must  observe  to  you,  that  in  the  act  for  clearing  and 
preserving  public  common  highways  there  is  no  penalty 
upon  the  overseers  of  the  highways  if  they  don't  see  them 
made  according  to  the  directions  of  the  commissioners.  I 
think  an  act  for  that  purpose  would  be  of  good  use,  and 
without  it,  I  am  afraid  the  highways  will  never  be  laid  out 
and  made  as  it  was  intended  by  the  act  of  Assembly  they 
should.* 

These  are  the  things  I  thought  proper  to  recommend  to 


*Aii  act,  cbap.  ISO,  paaaed  September  IS,  appropriated  tweire  hundred  pounds 
to  be  nacd  for  present*  to  the  Indiana. 

>A  MW  poatoQIce  law  was  passed  September  18,  chap.  160. 

*A  supplementat  highway  law,  chapter  182,  was  passed  on  October  30th. 
It  reqnirad  the  inhabitants,  on  notice  from  the  overseers  or  other  officers,  to 
clsftr  Mid  nuIntaJn  higbwajrs  at  least  one  rod  vide^ 

s 
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your  consideration  at  this  time;  if  there  is  anything  else 
which  you  think  ought  to  he  provided  for  by  a  law,  you  shall 
always  find  me  ready  to  consent  to  anything  whioh  may  he 
for  the  service  of  the  Qneen  and  the  good  of  the  country. 

I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  yon  that  Col.  Bedknap,  her 
Majesty's  engineer,  has  been  up  at  Albany  with  me  and 
has  viewed  the  frontiers.  He  has  given  me  a  maaorial  of 
what  he  thinks  absolutely  necessary  to  be  provided  for  at 
presrait,  which  memorial  shall  be  laid  before  yon  for  your 
consideration. 

There  is  one  thing  I  had  almost  forgot  to  mention,  which 
is  the  condition  of  a  poor  soldier  of  this  garrison,  whose 
name  is  Richard  Davia,  who  lost  his  arm  on  board  the 
Triton's  prize.  He  has  a  family  of  children  and  nothing  to 
maintain  them  but  his  pay.  When  he  had  his  limbs  he  got 
something  by  his  work,  but  now  he  is  not  able  to  work.  If 
the  country  would  settle  something  upon  him,  it  would  be  a 
very  good  encouragement  to  other  people  to  venture  their 
lives  and  limbs  in  the  service  of  the  country  as  often  as 
occasion  should  require. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add  at  present,  but  to  recommend 
to  y"'i  unanimity  in  your  proceedings  and  dispatch  of  such 
matters  before  you  as  yoa  shall  think  fit  to  proceed  upon. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  28.  Presenting  a  list  of  presents  proposed  to  he 
given  to  the  Indians ;  recommending  that  the  commissioners 
of  Indian  affairs  be  reimbursed  for  advances  made  by 
them ;  ^  that  provision  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  and  officers  for  the  ensuing  year; 
also  for  a  "  fond  for  ontscouts,  spies  and  other  in<adental 
charges  at  the  frontiers."  "Very  frequently  Indians  are 
sent  with  messages  from  the  sadiems,  to  the  conmiissloners 

"'Tbn  reimbureemeat  of  tlw  comnuA^onen  of  Indian  affairs  was  pro- 
Tided  for  in  the  general  appropriation  act,  chap.  ISO,  passed  October  30tb. 
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for  Indian  affairs;  these  messages  always  (Create  some 
charges  more  or  less,  and  there  is  no  fund  to  support  that, 
or  the  like  charges. ' '  The  Oovemor  also  retxHnmended  that 
something  be  done  for  Col.  Schuyler  "  who  by  being  very 
well  known  to  all  the  Lidians,  is  put  to  great  charges  by 
their  coming  to  his  house,  which  they  use  as  freely  as  if  it 
were  their  own.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  the  Assranbly 
would  thinlc  fit,  to  make  him  some  allowance  for  those 
diarges." 

September  1.  Recommending  that  Captain  Norbnry  be 
reimbursed  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  connection  with 
the  recent  expedition  against  the  French  privateer. 

September  27.  Recommending  that  two  sloops  now  in 
the  harbor  be  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  Frendi  privateer,  and 
that  provision  be  made  for  reimbursing  the  owners  of  the 
sloops  in  case  of  their  injury  of  loss.® 

October  16.  Presenting  a  draft  of  an  address  to  the 
Queen  requesting  her  approval  of  an  act  for  regulating  and 
preventing  the  corruption  of  current  coin."  The  address 
was  approved.  The  consideration  of  this  subject  was  re- 
newed at  the  first  session  of  the  Assembly  under  Governor 
Lovelace  in  April,  1709. 

October  29.  Recommending  the  consideration  of  meas- 
ures to  supply  fire  wood  and  candles  to  the  garrisons  at 
New  York,  Albany  and  Schenectady. 

November  27.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
of  March,  1709. 


*  September  27th,  the  Auembly  ftdopted  a  reiolution  to  "  rslie  suah  amna 
of  monej  mB  is  neoeBaaiy  to  defray  tlie  hire  Mad  risk  of  those  two  sloops  for 
this  cruise,"  against  the  French  privst«ers.      (See  note  8.) 

■The  act  lelatiug  t«  the  oomiption  of  coin  was  passed  October  flth,  ohap. 
173. 
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1700.  apkil.  twelfth  assxmblt,  first  sessioh. 

LORD  LOVELACE.  Governor;   RICHARD  INGOLDESBY. 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

John  Lovelace,  Baron  of  Horley,  was  appointed  Gov- 
ernor, May  13,  1708.  He  arrived  on  Long  Island  Decem- 
ber 15,  and  on  the  18th  took  the  oath  of  ofSce  and  published 
hia  commission.  January  5,  1709,  the  Assembly  was  dis- 
solved and  a  new  one  was  called  to  meet  March  10.  The 
Assembly  met  the  5th  of  April,  and  on  the  7th  the  Gov- 
ernor delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gektlembn.—  I  have  called  you  together  as  early  as  you 
could  well  meet  with  conveniency  to  yourselves  to  consult 
of  those  things  which  are  necessary  to  be  done  at  this  time 
for  her  Majesty's  services  and  the  good  of  the  Province. 

The  large  supplies  of  soldiers  and  stores  of  war  for  your 
support  and  defence,  together  with  those  necessary  presents 
for  your  Indian  neighbors  which  her  Majesty  has  now  sent 
yon  at  a  time  when  the  charge  of  the  war  is  so  great  at 
home,  are  evident  proofs  of  her  particular  care  of  you,  and 
I  assure  myself  they  will  be  received  with  those  testimcmies 
of  loyalty  and  gratitude  which  such  royal  favors  deserve 
from  an  obliged  and  grateful  people. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  public  debt  of  the  Province 
is  BO  great  as  it  is,  and  that  the  government  here  hath  so 
little  credit,  if  any  at  all  left,  a  government  under  a  Queen 
as  famous  for  her  prudent  and  frugal  management  at  home, 
as  for  her  warlike  and  glorious  actions  abroad.  I  cannot 
in  the  least  doubt.  Gentlemen,  but  that  yon  will  raise  the 
same  revenue  for  the  same  term  of  years  for  the  support 
of  the  government  as  was  raised  by  act  of  Assembly  in  the 
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eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  William  of 
glorious  memory,  and  I  hope  you  will  also  find  out  ways 
and  means  to  discharge  the  debt  that  hath  been  contracted, 
and  allow  to  the  peraons  concerned  a  reasonable  interest  till 
the  principal  is  discharged.  To  that  end  I  desire  you  to 
examine  and  state  the  public  accounts  that  it  may  be  known 
what  this  debt  is,  and  that  it  may  appear  hereafter  to  all 
the  world  that  it  was  not  contracted  in  my  time. 

I  most  in  particular  desire  you  to  provide  for  the  neces- 
sary repairs  of  the  fortifications  of  the  Province.  The 
barracks  are  so  small,  and  so  mach  oat  of  repair,  that  I 
have  been  necessitated  to  billet  the  recruits  that  came  over 
with  me  upon  this  city,  which  I  am  sensible  hath  been  a 
burthen  to  the  inhabitants,  but  I  hope  yon  will  soon  ease 
them  of  that  burthen. 

The  fitting  out  a  good  sloop  to  attend  her  Majesty's  men 
of  war  in  their  cruisings  on  this  coast,  I  take  to  be  so  neces- 
sary for  the  preserving  your  navigation,  that  I  expect  you 
will  find  out  a  proper  method  to  defray  that  diarge.  I  am 
willing  my  salary  should  be  taxed,  that  I  may  pay  my  quota 
to  so  useful  a  service. 

I  think  myself  obliged  further  to  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration how  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  the  gold  and 
silver  coin  oat  of  the  Province,  least  in  a  short  time  your 
trade  should  suffer  for  want  thereof.' 

The  Queen  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  pros- 
perity of  her  subjects.  I  shall  approve  myself  to  her 
Majesty  in  pursuing  those  methods  that  will  best  conduce 
to  that  end.  It  shall  be  my  constant  care  to  promote  peace 
and  union  amongst  you,  to  encourage  you  in  your  trade, 
and  to  protect  you  in  the  possession  your  just  rights  and 
privileges. 

■  ThiB  reeomnMndfttlon  wu  included  in  a  law  passed  BepUmber  24th,  du^ 
19S,  whfcli  prohibited  the  exportation  ot  gold  and  sllTer  coin. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  20.  Advising  the  Aseembly  of  a  proposed  treaty 
of  peace  between  the  Five  Nations  and  the  Waganhas,  and 
recommending  that  a  representative  of  the  Province  be 
present  at  the  treaty  '*  to  endeavor  to  procure  a  free  trade, 
with  the  Waganha  Indians,"  which  it  was  believed  would 
'*  very  much  conduce  to  the  advantage  of  the  Province." 
The  Council  had  already  acted  on  the  matter  and  had 
"  ordered  some  of  the  presents  His  Excellency-  brought  to 
be  sent  to  the  said  Indians."  It  was  estimated  that  the 
journey  would  cost  fifty  pounds,  and  the  Assembly  was 
asked  to  provide  the  needed  funds.' 

April  22.  The  passage  of  a  law  in  October,  1708,  to 
regulate  and  prevent  the  corruption  of  current  coin  has 
already  been  noted,  and  also  Gtovernor  Combury's  action 
thereon.  An  address  to  the  Queen  was  prepared  praying 
her  approval  of  the  colonial  statute,  which  was  intended  to 
supersede  in  New  York  a  recent  act  of  Parliament  to  ascer- 
tain the  rates  of  foreign  coin  in  the  American  plantations, 
and  it  was  to  take  effect  on  the  first  of  May  following. 
April  22,  the  Assembly  presented  an  address  to  Governor 
Lovelace  requesting  him  to  put  the  colonial  act  into  opera- 
tion until  the  Queen's  pleasure  concerning  it  be  known. 
The  Governor  expressed  regret  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  the  Assembly's  request,  being  "  obliged  to  put  the  act  ■ 
of  Parliament  in  force  pursuant  to  his  instructions,"  but 
would  readily  join  with  the  House  in  any  address  to  the 
Queen  for  her  royal  assent  to  the  colonial  act  relating  to 
coin. 

May  6.    Governor  Lovelace  died. 

May  10.  Kidiard  Ingoldesby,  Lieutenant-Governor.  It 
has  already  been  noted  that  Major  Bicbard  Ingoldesby  was 

>The  Aasembly  Adopted  &  TesDlution  to  make  the  needed  appropriation, 
wbich  ma  provided  for  bj  ad  act,  cluip.  209,  posied  at  the  next  Besaion, 
November  IZth,  allowance  being  made  to  David  Schuyler  and  Lawrence 
CUp««i  fnr  their  joumi?  to  OnondnKa. 
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Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  and  exercised  tiie 
ftmctions  of  Q-ovemor  after  the  death  of  Governor  Slough- 
ter  in  1691,  and  until  the  accession  of  Governor  Fletcher. 
November  26, 1702,  Major  Ingoldesby  was  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  New  York,  nnder  Lord  Combury,  and 
was  also  appointed  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Jersey. 
The  Colonial  records  show  (Col.  Doc  IV,  1174)  that  an 
order  was  made  April  11,  1706,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  directing  the  revocation  of  Ingoldesby 'b 
commission  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Tork,  but 
there  was  apparently  no  formal  warrant  of  revocation 
signed  by  the  Queen.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  therefore 
continued  to  hold  the  office,  and  on  the  death  of  Governor 
Lovelace  May  6,  1709,  he  became  Acting  Governor.  His 
commission  as  Lieiitenant-G«vemor  was  formally  revoked 
September  7,  1709. 

May  10.  The  Assembly  met  pusuant  to  its  own  adjourn- 
ment. At  this  meeting  Lieutenant-Governor  Ingoldesby 
said: 

"Gentlemen.— My  Lord  Lovelace  being  dead,  and  the 
government  thereby  devolved  on  me,  I  have  sent  for  you, 
to  recommend  to  your  consideration,  his  Excellency's 
speech  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  wherein  I  find  he  has 
taken  notice  of  those  things  which  I  conceive  are  at  present 
necessary  to  be  provided  for  by  you;  if  there  be  anything 
farther,  which  yon  shall  judge  necessary  for  her  Majesty's 
service,  and  the  good  of  the  country,  I  shall  be  very  ready 
to  concur  with  you  therein. '  * 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  17.  Communicating  various  items  of  information 
relative  to  a  proposed  expedition  to  Canada,  and  recom- 
meoding  that  the  Assembly  give  the  subject  immediate  con- 
sideration.' 

■  An  act,  chap.  1S6,  w»a  passed  U*,y  24th,  appropriating  aix  thouaand 
pmmds  for  th«  expedition  to  Canula. 
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Jnoe  21.  Becommending  the  establishment  of  a  post 
"  from  Albany  to  Westfield,  for  holding  a  oorrespondence 
between  Boston  and  Albany,  for  the  service  of  the  present 
expedition,  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  having  set- 
tled a  post  from  Boston  to  Westfield." 

August  18.  The  Lieutenant-Oovemor  adjourned  the 
Assembly  to  the  1st  of  September. 


1709.    SEPTEMBEB.    TWELFTH  ASSEHBtT,  SECOND   SBS8I0H. 

KICHARD  INGOLDESBY,  Ueutenant-Govemor. 

The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  of  September, 
but  no  business  was  transacted  until  the  7tb.  The  records 
do  not  show  that  any  speech  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
was  delivered  at  the  opening  of  this  session. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  15.  Transmitting  "the  account  of  Thomas 
Cockerill,  amounting  to  fifty-nine  pounds,  for  messengers 
and  necessaries  for  them,  sent  to  the  Five  Nations  on  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  them  and  the  Waganna  Indians." 
'{See  last  session,  note  2;  ante,  p.  134.) 

September  21.  Transmitting  an  address  from  the  mu- 
nicipal authorities  at  Albany,  and  recommending  a  confer- 
ence committee  of  the  two  houses  to  consider  the  subject 
of  the  address;  that  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses 
"  draw  up  a  state  of  this  Province,  occasioned  by  the  delay 
of  the  fieet,  and  the  extraordinary  charge  this  government 
has  been  at,  in  this  expedition  against  Canada,  in  order  the 
same  may  be  laid  before  her  Majesty."  The  records  do 
not  disclose  the  subject  of  the  Albany  address. 

October  6.  Transmitting  letters  and  other  documents 
relative  to  the  expedition  to  Canada,  including  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Vetch,  requesting  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
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of  two  members  from  each  house  to  join  him  in  a  confer- 
ence with  several  Governors  and  others  at  Newport  "  to 
concert  proper  measures  on  the  exi>edition  to  Canada," 
also  a  statement  of  the  camp  at  Woods  Creek. 

October  11.  Transmitting  other  letters  relating  to  the 
proposed  congress  at  Newport,  on  which  the  Assembly  de- 
clared its  inability  to  act  without  further  information  con- 
cerning the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  and  the  change 
of  resolutions  in  Europe. 

October  11.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  approved  certain  bills,  and  made  the 
following  speech : 

"  Gbhti^men.—  The  condition  of  her  Majesty's  forts  at 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  together  with  the  works  around 
the  town,  are  so  well  known  that  I  need  not  be  particular 
in  telling  you  wherein  they  are  defective.  The  incursions 
which  we  have  hut  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  from  the 
French  at  Canada,  and  their  Indians,  this  approaching  win- 
ter, oblige  me  for  the  security  of  her  Majes^'s  subjects  in 
the  frontiers  of  this  Province,  and  the  common  security  of 
the  whole,  to  reconunend  to  you,  with  all  the  earnestness  I 
can,  to  raise  a  fund,  for  the  putting  those  forts  and  fortifi- 
cations in  a  postnre  of  defence,  before  the  winter  Bets  in, 
to  prevent  so  necessary  a  work.  I  hope  I  need  not  use  any 
arguments  to  persuade  you  to  what  must  to  all  discerning 
men  appear  to  be  so  highly  requisite  for  the  preservation 
of  the  frontiers,  and  for  the  good  of  the  country  you 
represent 

I  am  sensible,  the  money  you  have  raised  this  year  has 
been  extraordinary;  yet  I  cannot  hut  desire  you  to  provide 
for  the  repair  of  her  Majesty's  fort  in  this  city,  which  very 
much  wants  it;  the  barracks  are  so  far  decayea,  that  I  doubt 
unless  some  speedy  measures  be  taken,  they  will  in  a  short 
time  require  a  far  greater  smn  to  put  them  in  a  condition 
to  accommodate  the  soldiers;  many  of  the  carriages  are 
likewise  much  ont  of  repair,  and  without  some  care  be  taken 
of  them,  the  guns  will  soon  want  new  ones,  and  though 
those  her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  send  with  my  Lord  Love- 
lace are  yet  very  good,  yet  without  some  labor  and  expense 
the  winter  will  render  a  greater  charge  necessary  for  them. '  * 
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October  12.  The  Assembly  presented  an  address  to  the 
Lieutenaut-Govemor  describing  couditions  on  the  northern 
frontier,  and  requesting  him  ' '  to  give  directions  that  all 
her  Majesty's  regular  troops,  be  posted  this  winter,  upon 
the  frontiers  of  Albany  and  parts  adjacent,  for  the  security 
of  those  inhabitants,  who  are  exposed  next  to  the  danger  of 
the  enemy,  our  maritime  confines  being  sufficiently  defended 
by  the  season  of  the  winter  instant"  Beplying  the  Lien- 
tenant-CK)vemor  said  "  he  was  afraid  the  regular  troops, 
by  reason  of  their  sickness  would  not  be  sufficient  for  that 
service,  but  he  would  take  all  possible  care  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers." 

The  next  day  the  Lientenant-Govemor  informed  the 
Assembly  that  the  subject  of  troops  on  the  frontier  had 
been  under  consideration  in  the  Council.  He  thought  all 
of  the  troops  able  to  do  duty  should  be  left  at  Albany  dur- 
ing the  winter,  and  that  invalids  should  be  sent  to  New 
York  and  when  able,  to  do  duty  at  the  fort.  The  Council 
thought  that  all  the  troops  should  be  left  at  Albany,  if  the 
Assembly  or  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  would  care  for  the 
invalids,  provide  "fire  and  candles  for  the  garrisons  at 
Albany,  Schenectady  and  New  York,  and  also  raise  a  suit- 
able number  of  the  militia  to  strengthen  the  frontiers,  and 
that  they  take  care  that  a  guard  be  kept  in  the  fort  of  New 
York,  in  a  more  regular  manner  than  hath  hitherto  been 
observed,  and  with  more  ease  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town." 

October  18.  Transmitting  letters  relative  to  the  nego- 
tiations at  Newport,  and  also  several  letters  from  Albany, 
giving  an  account  of  affairs  at  Wood  Creek.  The  next  day 
the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  that : 

"  The  Forces  of  this  Plantation  having  been  raised,  enter- 
tained and  provided  for  by  the  credit  of  this  colony,  for 
three  months  only,  (pursuant  to  her  Majesty's  instruc- 
tions) during  the  smnmer  season;  the  mortality,  and  other 
ill  consequences  that  have  happened,  has  been  occasioned 
by  their  not  being  pimctually  discharged;  though  the  mi' 
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wholescme  situation  of  the  fort  at  Wood  Creek  lias  not  a 
little  contributed  to  the  calamity. 

That  those  forts  and  works,  having  been  made  and  raised 
only  for  the  easy  passage  of  men  and  carriage,  and  security 
of  stores  and  provisions,  in  the  intended  reduction  of  Can- 
ada, that  design  being  now  left  off,  are  of  no  use,  nor  could 
the  conveniency  of  keeping  them  up  bear  any  proportion  to- 
the  unsupportable  charge. 

That  neither  the  Lieutenant  Q-ovetnor,  the  Council, 
Assembly,  or  any  of  them,  (when  out  of  this  colony)  have 
power  or  authority  to  do  any  act  binding  to  the  people  here; 
80  that  the  meeting  at  Newport,  as  to  this  colony,  seems 
very  improper  and  impracticable. 

Tbat  all  motions  of  this  colony,  as  to  the  war  (unlera 
necessary  defence)  absolutely  depending  on  the  rules  to  be 
given  by  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  until  further 
powers  or  instmctionB  from  thenoe,  no  measures  can  rea- 
Bonably  be  taken.  We  are  yet  wholly  ignorant  of  the  ends 
to  be  attained;  and  to  consult  of  that  which  is  altogether 
unknown  to  us,  seems  a  very  unintelligible  proposition. 

Tbat  this  house  has  taken  care  for  the  necessary 
defence  of  our  frontiers,  as  far  as  our  unhappy  and  im- 
poverished circumstances  will  allow;  since  the  friendship 
of  the  Five  Nations  is  of  such  consequence  to  the  frontier 
governments,  we  hope  they  will  not  be  wanting  to  them- 
selves in  takiiig  effectual  means  to  preserve  it," 

October  20.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  called  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  houses,  and  delivered  a  speech  in  which 
he  said  that  the  subject  of  the  negotiations  at  Newport  had 
been  under  consideration  by  the  Cotmcil,  and  they 

"  are  of  opinion  thereon,  and  upon  her  Majesty's  instruc- 
tions to  Col.  Vetch,  and  her  letter  to  the  Governor  of  this 
Province  on  the  expedition,  that  it  is  proper  for  me  to  be 
present  at  the  Congress  at  Rhode  Island,  though  they  do 
not  think  themselves  directed  thereby,  to  go  out  of  the 
Province,  I  am  very  willing  to  go  thither,  since  it  is  thought 
her  Majesty's  service  requires  it,  and  that  I  may  be  enabled 
to  prosecute  any  intentions,  I  have  required  yonr  attend- 
ance at  this  time,  both  to  inform  you  thereof,  and  to  recom- 
mend to  yon  the  providing  a  suitable  sum  of  money,  to  de- 
fray my  expenses,  which  I  hope  wiU  meet  with  a  speed;^ 
compliance  from  yon." 
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The  Assembly,  resnmiiig  its  separate  session,  adopted  a 
resolution  declaring  "  that  this  House  not  being  able  to  dis- 
cover the  just  reasons  which  induce  bis  Honor  to  go  to 
Rhode  Island  at  this  time,  cannot  think  it  fit,  to  interest 
tbranselves  so  far  in  the  consequences  that  may  attend  it, 
as  to  raise  any  money  for  that  purpose." 

October  22.  Transmitting  two  letters  from  Lord  Sun- 
derland to  the  late  Governor  Lovelace  "  importing  that  the 
designed  expedition  on  Canada  is  laid  aside,"*  and  also  a 
communication  containing  the  votes  and  address  of  the  con- 
gress of  Qovemors  at  Behoboth. 

November  10.  Transmitting  a  petition  from  Robert  Mil- 
ward  relative  to  his  salary  as  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court. 

November  12.  Presenting  a  proposed  address  to  the 
Queen,  which  was  approved. 

November  12.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  March,  1710,  and  by  subsequent  adjournments 
was  continued  to  April  14.  But  it  did  not  meet  at  that  time 
and  never  met  again.  It  apparently  ceased  to  exist  by 
reason  of  a  failure  to  adjourn.  The  expected  arrival  of 
Governor  Hunter,  who  had  been  appointed  in  the  previous 
October,  was  probably  a  sufiBcient  reason  for  permitting 
this  indirect  dissolution  of  the  Assembly.  It  was  the  usual 
custom  for  the  Governor  on  his  accession  to  call  a  new 
Assembly.  The  Council  minutes  do  not  show  a  formal  dis- 
solution of  the  Assembly,  but  the  record  for  June  20,  1710, 
shows  that  the  subject  of  an  Assembly  was  considered,  and 
the  Council  at  that  time  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  first 
of  September  was  the  "  properest  **  time  for  the  Assembly 
to  meet. 

lAn  Mt,  chap.  209,  was  passed  November  12,  ITOS,  authorizing  billa  of 
eredit  to  reimburse  screral  penons  tor  ezpenaea  Incurred  br  them  la  the 
expedition  to  Canadft. 
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ROBERT  HUNTER.  Governor. 

Robert  Hunter,  who  had  previously  held  the  office  of 
Gfovemor  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  Governor  of  New 
York  by  a  commission  bearing  date  October  19,  1709,  and 
was  also  appointed  Governor  of  New  Jersey.  He  arrived 
in  New  York,  June  14, 1710.  On  the  accession  of  (Jeorge  L 
Governor  Hunter  received  a  new  commission  bearing  date 
March  17,  1715. 

It  seems,  though  the  Council  minutes  are  not  explicit  on 
this  point,  that  on  the  20th  of  June,  1710,  it  was  determined 
to  call  a  new  Assembly  to  meet  on  the  first  of  September. 
The  Assembly  met  on  that  day,  and  after  it  bad  been  organ- 
ized in  the  usual  manner,  Governor  Hunter  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlbubn.—  It  is  with  some  concern  that  I  speak  to  this 
House  from  a  place  of  this  eminence,  being  unfeignedly 
conscious  to  myself  of  my  own  nnworthiness  and  bow  un- 
equal I  am  to  80  great  a  trust,  but  deriving  that  honor  from 
the  best  fountain  from  whence  it  has  ever  flowed,  least  I 
also  should  too  hastily  blame  her  choice,  I  make  no  other 
use  of  that  humbling  reflection  than  as  a  continued  motive 
to  double  my  endeavors  for  the  public  welfare  in  the  pro- 
portion that  I  fall  short  in  rank  and  dignity  of  those  illus- 
trious persons  who  have  borne  this  office  before  me,  which 
is  doing  her  Majesty  most  effectual  service  her  own  way, 

I  shall  trouble  you  no  more  with  what  relates  to  myself. 
As  to  what  relates  to  you,  I  am  confldent  that  what  I  have 
to  recommend  wants  neither  arts  nor  argnments  to  enforce, 
it  being  only  your  duty,  your  interest  and  common  justice ; 
that  is,  to  provide  a  suitable  support  for  her  Majesty's 

[141] 
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government,  to  take  more  effectual  care  of  the  public  safety, 
and  to  restore  the  public  credit  in  a  great  measure  lost.  As 
to  the  first  of  these  I  am  commanded  hj  her  Majesty  in  a 
very  particular  manner  to  recommend  to  you  the  settling 
such  a  revenue,  and  for  such  a  term,  as  yon  yourselves  who 
are  the  most  competent  judges  shall  think  sufficient  to  an- 
swer the  ends. 

In  relation  to  the  present  state  of  the  public  safety,  I 
must  beg  your  patience  whilst  I  acquaint  you  with  the  dis- 
mal view  I  have  lately  had  of  our  danger  whilst  I  was  upon 
the  frontiers. 

I  received  there  two  pressing  letters  from  the  Governor 
of  New  England  at  the  instance  of  that  Assembly,  seconded 
by  the  court  of  officers  there,  representing  the  cruelties  and 
barbarities  daily  committed  by  the  French  and  French  In-- 
dians  upon  their  frontiers,  though  guarded  by  five  hnndred 
armed  men,  whilst  he  was  raising  one  thousand  for  her 
Majesty's  immediate  service,  and  begging  that  I  would  per- 
suade our  Indians  who  are  in  league  with  all  her  Majesty's 
subjects,  to  make  a  diversion  by  incursions  and  reprisals 
upon  those  in  the  Frencdi  interest.  Then  it  was  that  I  found 
that  had  it  been  judged  advisable  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  Indian  affairs,  the  only  persons  I  had  to  advise  withal, 
or  bad  the  Indians  consented  to  comply  with  the  desires 
of  the  government  of  New  England,  it  was  so  far  from 
practicable  that  had  these  incursions  been  made  this  way 
we  were  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  they  to  prevent  a 
general  devastation  that  must  have  ensued,  there  being 
neither  money  in  the  treasury,  nor  forts,  or  what  is  worse 
than  none,  no  arms  or  men  for  our  defence,  so  that  we  are 
forced  to  rest  contented  with  a  precarious  security  under 
a  suspicious  neutrality  that  hath  no  firmer  foundation  than 
the  faith  of  savages,  whilst  our  neighbors'  frontiers  are  on 
fire  and  the  inhabitants  inhumanely  butchered. 

This  considered  I  hope  I  need  not  recommend  to  you 
what  you  must  be  convinced  is  so  absolutely  necessary,  that 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


EoBEBT  Hunter,  1710.  143 

immediate  oare  be  taken  so  to  put  those  forts  in  repair  or 
build  others  in  more  convenient  places,'  that  the  militia 
act,  which  is  immediately  to  expire  by  its  own  limitation, 
be  renewed,^  and  what  besides  you  shall  jndge  necessary  for 
your  own  safety.  As  to  restoring  the  public  credit,  I  shall 
beg  leave  only  to  observe  to  you  that  public  debts  are  no 
other  than  the  just  demands  of  private  men,  so  that  you  all 
are  or  may  be  in  some  measure  concerned  in  them,  and  as 
in  private  persons  punctual  payment  is  not  only  a  good 
sign,  but  sure  means  of  thriving,  I  believe  the  analogy  will 
hold  pretty  just  with  relation  to  the  state. 

Her  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  recommend  to  you 
the  passing  of  several  laws,  some  of  which  have  been  here- 
tofore enacted,  but  being  temporary  are  now  expired;  par- 
ticularly one  to  prevent  the  burning  of  woods,  which  ia  of 
very  evident  necessity  at  this  time,  she  having  sent  hither 
under  my  care  a  great  number  of  distressed  G-ermans  to 
be  employed  here  in  the  production  of  naval  stores,  which 
must  in  time  prove  a  great  addition  of  wealth  and  strength 
to  this  province;'  as  also  an  act  whereby  the  creditors  of 
persons  becoming  bankrupt  in  Great  Britain  and  having 
estates  in  this  Province  may  be  relieved  and  satisfied  for 
such  debts.  This  is  but  what  is  just  and  honest  and  what 
nearly  concerns  your  reputation,  there  lying  a  general  im- 
putation upon  the  Provinces  in  America  of  protecting  bank- 
rupts from  the  just  demands  of  their  creditors ;  let  us  wash 
ourselves  clean  of  it  by  such  a  law. 

It  has  been  a  practice  formerly  in  this  and  other  planta- 
tions to  make  lai^  presents  to  their  Governors  by  a  law 
for  that  purpose  which  was  attended  with  many  inconveni- 

iBy  an  act,  elutp.  220,  passed  November  2Sth,  provtsion  yrna  nude  tax 
itptitiag  the  forta  at  Albany  and  Sebeaectady. 

SThe  militia  law  was  revived  by  an  act,  chap.  213,  ptused  October  SOtli. 

1 A  law  prohibiting  the  burning  of  woods  was  paiaed  November  iSOt,  diap. 
210,  applioible  onlf  in  the  conntiea  of  SuSolV,  Odbgiu,  and  Kluga,  and  in 
the  d^  and  eonnty  of  New  Yoric 
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ences ;  her  Majesty  has  oommanded  me  to  let  yoa  know  fhat 
no  law  of  that  nature  is  to  be  passed  for  the  future. 

For  my  own  part  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  advise  and 
cheerfully  to  concur  with  you  in  whatsoever  measures  may 
be  thought  necessary  for  promoting  the  pablic  good,  true 
religion  and  virtuous  life,  which  is  the  ultimate  end  of  all 
gOTermnent.  You  have  but  one  common  interest  and  con- 
sequently ought  to  be  of  one  mind;  if  any  go  abont  to  dis- 
turb your  peace  by  reviving  buried  parties  and  piques,  or 
creating  new  ones,  they  shall  meet  with  no  countenance  or 
encouragement  from  me,  and  I  am  sure  they  deserve  as 
little  from  you. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Sept^nber  9.    Thanking  the  Ass^nbly  for  its  address. 

September  11.  Transmitting  an  order  of  the  Queen  re- 
pealing an  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees,  passed 
May  24,  1709;  an  act  to  relieve  this  colony  from  divers 
irregularities  and  extortions,  passed  the  6th  of  October, 
1708 ;  an  act  to  enable  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty 
of  the  city  of  New  York  to  raise  six  hundred  pounds  in  two 
years  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned,  passed  October  6, 
1708;  communicating  the  Queen's  instruction  directing  the 
Governor  "  to  regulate  and  settle  the  fees  with  the  advice 
of  the  Council, ' '  and  informing  the  Assembly  that  the  Coun- 
cil would  prepare  an  ordinance  relating  to  fees;  and  pre- 
senting a  statement  of  the  expense  incurred  by  ofiBcers  who 
came  from  Canada  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

September  14.  Presenting  a  claim  of  Captain  Higby 
for  compensation  for  the  services  of  himself  and  company 
at  Albany. 

September  26.  Recommending  the  revival  of  the  post- 
office  act. 

October  20.    Presenting  an  ordinance  relating  to  fees. 

October  27.  Transmitting  a  letter  relative  to  repairing 
the  fortifications  at  Schenectady,  and  a  report  from  the 
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CommissioDers  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  relating  to  a 
smith  to  be  continued  in  the  Oneida's  country,  and  what 
tools  will  be  requisite  to  supply  him  for  that  purpose. 

October  28.  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  passage 
by  the  Assembly  of  a  bill  proposing  to  '*  raise  twenty  five 
hundred  ounces  of  plate  toward  the  Governor's  necessary 
expense  for  a  year,"  the  Governor  communicated  to  the 
Assembly  the  provision  in  his  instructions  prohibiting 
presents  to  the  Governor  and  other  public  officers. 

November  11.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Assembly  and  ■ 
Goimcil  the  Governor  delivered  a  speech,  and  presented 
a  letter  from  the  Queen  relative  to  the  late  Governor 
Lovelace,  showing  that  the  day  before  the  Governor  died 
the  Assembly  voted  to  pay  Lord  Lovelace,  or  his  executors 
or  administrators,  sixteen  hundred  pounds,  but  afterwards 
reduced  the  amount  to  five  hundred  ponnds,  and  that  eight 
hundred  pounds  had  been  voted  by  the  New  Jersey  Assem- 
bly; that  Lord  Lovelace  had  incurred  an  expense  amount- 
ing to  at  least  four  thousand  pounds  in  connection  with  his 
voyage  to  New  York  and  his  assumption  of  the  office  of 
Governor,  and  that  he  had  received  not  to  exceed  four 
hundred  pounds ;  that  the  widow  had  been  left  in  straitened 
circumstances,  and  bad  presented  a  petition  to  the  Queen 
requesting  her  aid  in  securing  an  allowance  from  the  two 
colonies.  Continuing  the  Queen  said  she  had  considered 
the  petition  of  Lady  Lovelace,  and  her  "  great  affliction, 
losses  and  distressed  condition,"  and  was  graciously 
pleased  to  condescend  to  her  request,"  and  the  Governor 
was  thereupon  directed  to  "intimate"  to  the  Assembly 
that  in  consideration  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  Lord 
Lovelace,  the  Queen  thought  it  "  higlily  reasonable  "  that 
the  Assembly  should  grant  sixteen  hundred  pounds  to  his 
widow,  "  which  they  at  first  intended,  and  which  is  appar- 
ent they  designed  for  the  support  of  herself  and  her  family, 
since  they  voted  the  same  the  very  day  before  his  death, 
-when  he  waa  believed  to  be  past  recovery,"  and  that  their 
10 
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speedy  compliance  with  the  Queen's   request  would  he 
highly  acceptable  and  satisfactory. 

In  the  same  speech  the  QDvemor  reminded  the  Assembly 
of  the  ben^ts  that  would  probably  result  from  the  pro- 
posed settlement  of  the  Palatines  in  the  Province,  whi(i  he 
said  would  be  an  addition  to  its  wealth  and  strength ;  that 
they  were  to  be  settled  at  the  Queen's  expense  and  would 
be  employed  in  a  manufacture  of  Infinite  advantage  to  the 
colony,  and  the  Governor  communicated  to  the  Assembly  a 
recommendation  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  the  Palatines 
on  their  arrival  in  the  Province  be  immediately  naturalized 
without  fee  or  reward.* 

4  The  trauBportation  of  Fftlatinei  to  N«w  York  bad  alre&d^  been  under 
conel  deration  for  some  time  ti^  tlie  iiome  government.  Col.  Hunter,  in  ft 
letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  at  London,  November  30,  1709,  soon  after 
lie  was  appointed  Oovenior  and  before  coming  to  New  York,  referred  to  the 
migration  of  the  Palatines,  and  eatimated  the  uuml>er  at  three  thouaiuid. 
He  said  they  were  to  be  emploj'ed  in  the  production  of  naval  stores,  and 
he  reqaeated  directions  as  to  the  best  place  (or  locating  the  new  colonists. 

The  Lords  of  Trade,  in  a  report  on  this  subject,  dated  December  5,  1709, 
(Col.  Doe.  Vol.  fl,  p.  117)  say  that  the  "Province  of  New  York  being  the 
most  advanced  frontier  of  your  Majesty's  plantations  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  the  defence  and  preservation  of  that  place  is  of  the  utmost  Im- 
portance to  the  security  of  all  the  rest;  and  if  the  said  Palatines  were  seated 
there  they  would  be  an  additional  strength  and  security  to  that  Province, 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  French  of  Canada,  but  against  any  insurrection 
of  the  scattered  nations  of  Indians  upon  that  Continent."  The  report  further 
states  that  the  most  proper  places  for  settling  the  Palatines  are  on  the  Mobawk 
River  and  on  Hudson  River,  "  where  are  very  great  numbers  of  pines  fit  for 
production  of  turpentine  and  tar,  out  of  which  rosin  and  piteh  are  made." 
Referring  to  the  objection  that  the  falls  at  Cohoei  might  be  an  Intermption 
to  water  carriage  on  the  Mohawk,  the  report  states  that  the  falls  might  be 
avoided  by  a  short  land  carriage  of  not  more  than  three  miles,  and  therefore 
that  they  should  not  be  deemed  a  hindrance  to  settling  the  Palatines  on  that 
River.  The  report  recites  the  recent  revocation  of  extensive  land  grants  in 
the  Province,  by  which  the  Crown  had  resumed  title  to  large  tracts,  which 
had  thereby  become  available  for  the  Palatines.  The  report  recommends  a 
free  grant  of  forty  acres  of  land  to  each  family,  after  they  shall  have  repaid 
out  of  the  produce  of  their  labor,  the  expense  of  settling  them  In  the  Prorinee, 
such  grants  to  contain  a  provision  for  forfeiture  if  the  grantees  should 
engage  in  woolen  manufacture  on  the  granted  lands. 

Governor  Hunter,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  November  14, 
1710   (Col.  Doc.  Vol  6,  p.  117),  said  the  Palatines  had  been  settled  about 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Egbert  Hunteb,  1710.  147 

The  Governor  also  said  the  forts  at  Albany  and  Schenec- 
tady were  bo  badly  out  of  repair  as  to  be  unfit  for  use  by 
tbe  troops  that  winter.    (See  note  1.) 

November  16.  Communicating  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  Secretary  of  State,  relative*  to  a  proposed  ex- 
pedition to  Canada. 

November  25.  The  two  Houses  being  in  joint  meeting, 
the  Governor  announced  the  disposition  of  certain  bills, 
and  delivered  the  following  speech ; 

"  I  have  waited  with  great  patience,  hoping  that  at  last 
some  temper  might  have  been  found,  by  means  of  which  her 
Majesty's  government  here  might  have  found  its  necessary 
support,  and  some  other  matters  recommended  to  you  by 
her  might  have  met  with  returns  in  some  measure  propor- 
tioned to  BO  matchless  goodness ;  but  being  disappointed  in 
my  hopes,  the  season  far  advanced,  and  many  of  your  mem- 
bers gone  home,  I  have  thought  fit  to  prorogue  you  to  the 
first  day  of  March  next ;  and  you  are  prorogued  accordingly 
to  the  first  day  of  March  next;  by  which  time,  second 
thoughts  and  better  acquaintance  may  perhaps  create  a 
better  disposition." 

The  Assembly  was  continued  by  other  prorogations  to 
April  5, 1711. 

one  hnndred  milei  np  the  Hudson,  in  five  Tillages,  three  on  tbe  east  aide  on 
laoda  pnrchased  of  Hr.  Kobert  Lmngaton,  and  two  on  tbe  west  side,  nMr 
Sawyer's  Creek.  Governor  Hunter  reported  a  serious  mortality  among  the 
Palatines  on  their  ToyRge  and  soon  after  their  arrival,  and,  according  to  a 
report  l^  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  February  8,  1711,  2,227  were  settled  In 
the  villages  on  the  Hudson. 

Ooremor  Hunter,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  October  31, 
1712  <Col.  Doc.  Vol.  0,  p.  347),  said  that  "some  hundreds"  of  the  Palatines 
bad  gone  to  Schoharie.  It  appears  from  offleial  eorrespondeuce  of  the  period, 
wbieh  may  be  found  in  volume  five  of  tbe  Colonial  Documents,  that  the 
project  of  emplo^ng  the  Palatines  in  tbe  production  of  naval  stores  was 
toon  abandoned,  though  a  hundred  thoosand  pine  trees  bad  been  cut  for  this 

The  proposed  naturalisation  law  was  not  passed. 
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1711.    APEIL.    IHISTEENIH  ASSEMBLT,  SBCOHD  SES8I0H. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  April  5th,  and  oil  the  12th  tiie  Qov- 
emor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. — I  hope  you  are  now  come  with  a  disposi- 
tion to  answer  the  ends  of  your  meeting,  that  is,  to  pro- 
vide a  suitable  support  for  her  Majesty's  government  here 
in  the  manner  she  has  been  pleased  to  direct,  to  find  out 
means  to  restore  the  public  credit,  and  to  provide  better 
for  yonr  own  security. 

They  abuse  you  who  tell  you  that  you  are  hardly  dealt 
by  in  the  augmentation  of  salaries.  Her  Majesty's  in- 
struction, which  1  communicated  to  you  at  our  last  meet- 
ing, might  have  convinced  you  that  it  was  her  tenderness 
towards  her  subjects  in  the  plantations,  who  suffered  under 
an  established  custom  of  making  considerable  presents  to 
their  Governors  by  acts  of  Assembly,  that  induced  her  to 
allot  to  each  of  them  sudi  a  salary  as  she  judged  sufficient 
for  their  support  in  their  resijeetive  stations,  with  a  strict 
prohibition  of  all  such  presents  for  the  future,  which  in- 
struction has  met  with  a  cheerful  and  grateful  compliance 
in  all  her  other  colonies. 

If  you  have  been  in  anything  distingnished,  it  is  by  an 
extraordinary  measure  of  her  royal  bounty  and  care;  I 
hope  you  will  make  suitable  returns,  lest  some  insinuations, 
much  repeated  of  late  years,  should  gain  credit  at  last,  that 
however  your  resentment  has  fallen  upon  the  Governors,  it 
is  the  government  yon  dislike. 

It  is  necessary  at  this  time  that  you  be  told  also  that 
giving  money  for  support  of  government,  and  disposing  of 
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it  at  yonr  pleasure,  is  the  same  with  giving  none  at  all. 
Her  Majesty  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  merits  of  her  servants. 
It  is  a  right  which  has  never  yet  been  disputed  at  home, 
and  should  I  consent  to  give  it  up  abroad,  I  should  render 
myself  unworthy  not  only  of  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  but 
of  tiie  socsiety  of  my  fellow  subjects,  by  incurring  her  high- 
est displeasure. 

If  I  have  tired  you  with  a  long  speech,  I  shall  mate 
amends  by  putting  you  to  the  trouble  of  a  very  short 
answer. 

Will  you  support  her  Majesty's  government  in  the  means 
she  has  been  pleased  to  direct,  or  are  you  resolved  that 
burthen  shall  lie  still  upon  the  governor,  who  cannot  accuse 
himself  of  anything  tiiat  may  have  deserved  this  treat- 
ment at  your  hands  f 

Will  you  take  care  of  the  debts  of  the  government,  or  to 
increase  my  sufferings,  must  I  continue  under  the  torture 
of  the  daily  cries  of  such  as  have  just  demands  upon  you 
and  are  in  misery  without  the  power  of  giving  them  any 
hopes  of  relief? 

Will  you  take  more  effectual  care  of  your  own  safety  in 
that  of  your  frontiers,  or  are  you  resolved  for  the  future 
to  rely  upon  the  security  of  an  open  winter  and  the  caprica 
of  your  savage  neighbors  t 

I  shall  be  sorry  if  this  plainness  offends  you.  I  judged 
it  necessary  toward  the  establishing  and  cultivating  a  good 
understanding  betwixt  ns,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  bo  con- 
Btrued  and  wish  heartily  it  may  have  that  effect 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  13.  The  question  which  had  arisen  near  the  dose 
of  Governor  Combury's  administration,  as  to  his  power 
vhile  in  New  Jersey  to  make  orders  affecting  New  York 
iras  revived  at  this  session.  Governor  Hunter,  on  the  3d  of 
February,   1711,  while  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  had 
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issued  B  proclamation  prorogaing  the  New  York  Assembly 
to  the  third  of  April.  On  the  13th  the  Assembly  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Governor  and  request  him  to 
commmiicate  to  the  Assembly  "that  part  of  his  instruc- 
tions relating  to  his  exercising  the  powers  of  government 
here,  when  his  Excellency  is  out  of  the  colony." 

On  the  18th  the  Governor  sent  to  the  Assembly  an  extract 
from  a  letter  received  by  him  from  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
dated  December  23,  1709,  in  which  they  said  the  opinion 
that  the  Governor  could  not  make  orders  for  New  York 
while  in  New  Jersey,  or  vice  versa,  was  ' '  groundless  and 
unreasonable,"  "the  contrary  being  practised  every  day 
here,  by  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  counties  and  particularly 
by  the  Lords  Lieutenants  of  Ireland,  who  frequently  send 
orders  into  Ireland,  whilst  they  are  residents  of  this  King- 
dom."   (Col.  Doc  Vol.  5,  p.  155.) 

On  the  19th  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  twelve  to  five, 
determined  that  it  had  no  power  to  act  under  the  New 
Jersey  prorogation. 

April  20.    The  Governor  dissolved  the  Assembly. 

No  acts  were  passed  at  this  session. 


1711.    JULT.    FOUKIEBHTH  ASSEHBLT,  FIBST  SBSSIOH. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

This  Assembly  was  called  to  meet  June  20,  but  before 
that  day  it  was  prorograed  to  the  second  of  July,  at  which 
time  the  Assembly  was  organized,  and  the  Governor  deliv- 
ered the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gektlembk. — What  I  have  chiefly  to  impart  and  recom- 
mend to  you  at  this  time  is  the  expedition  her  Majesty  has 
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nndertakeD  against  the  common  enemy  in  these  parts  for 
asserting  her  jnst  rights  and  procuring  a  solid  and  lasting 
security  amongst  other  hlessings  to  her  good  suhjects  on 
this  Continent  and  their  posterity  as  it  is  most  pathetically 
set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  her  royal  instructions  for  that 
purpose,  which  I  am  commanded  to  communicate  to  you. 

I  am  far  from  entertaining  the  least  doubt  of  your  ready 
compliance  with  what  is  expected  on  your  part  on  this 
occasion.  Her  Majesty's  honor  and  your  interest  insep- 
arable from  her's,  being  the  prize  you  contend  for,  I  must 
only  with  all  earnestness  recommend  dispatch,  upon  which 
the  whole  design  seems  now  to  depend,  the  fleet  and  forces 
being  already  arrived  at  Boston  in  good  condition  and 
health,  completely  furnished  with  all  things  necessary  for 
so  great  and  glorious  an  enterprise,  and  wait  for  nothing 
but  the  expediting  of  what  is  necessary  and  required  on 
your  part. 

According  to  the  repartition  of  the  land  force  appointed 
to  act  on  this  side  under  the  command  of  General  Nichol- 
son, agreed  upon  in  the  council  of  war  assembly  at  New 
London  by  her  Majesty's  order,  your  quota  amounts  to  six 
hundred  private  sentinels  besides  officers,  as  you  will 
observe  by  this  schedule  marked  (A)." 

Besides  the  necessary  provisions  for  that  number,  it  will 
be  requisite  that  you  find  ways  and  means  for  their  pay 

iAq  met,  cbkp.  224,  paued  July  11,  prorided  for  raisiog  six  hundred  men, 
besides  officers,  for  the  expedition  to  Canada,  and  an  act,  chap.  227,  passed 
Julj  2Sth,  appropriated  ten  thousand  pounds  to  pay  the  men  who  served 
in  the  eipeditioti.  Another  act,  chap.  22S,  passed  the  same  day,  authorised 
a  bounty  of  Biz  poundj  each  to  not  more  than  fifty-two  volunteers  in  New 
Totit,  and  three  pounds  each  to  forty-seren  Tolunteers  in  Albany,  the  bounUes 
to  be  a  cliarge  against  the  reepeotive  cities,  and  to  be  in  addition  to  any 
other  compensation  provided  I^  law.  Special  provision  was  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province  during  the  expedition  by  an  act,  chap.  233,  passed 
August  4th,  which  required  the  erection  of  two  beacons  at  the  Narrows,  one 
on  each  aide,  and  one  at  Rockaway,  with  a  great  gun,  and  also  senltnels  eon- 
itantly  on  guard  at  each  beacon.  All  able  bodied  men,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
vera  required  to  list  themselves  and  be  prepared  for  instant  service. 
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and  that  of  their  field,  staff  and  other  officers,  for  boilding 
a  Bufficient  number  of  battoes,  for  transporting  them  and 
their  provisions,  for  subsisting  the  Indians  of  the  Five 
Nations  and  river  Indians,  for  paying  and  subsisting  those 
of  Long  Island  who  were  found  to  be  of  great  use  in  the 
last  attempt  of  this  tind,  for  the  twelve  pence  per  day 
augmentation  of  the  lieutenants*  pay  sent  hither,  as  her 
Majesty  has  directed,  and  for  such  other  contingent 
charges  as  must  arise  upon  such  occasions  and  you  your- 
selves shall  judge  requisite. 

By  the  invoice  marked  (B)  you  will  be  made  acquainted 
with  her  Majesty's  signal  botmty  in  arming,  clothing  and 
equipping  the  forces  to  be  raised  by  you,  and  furnishing 
very  considerable  stores  of  war  for  this  nndertaking,  all 
which  are  arrived  at  Boston,  and  what  is  destined  for  us 
expected  here  every  moment. 

There  is  one  thing  that  would  contribute  much  toward 
the  redeeming  of  time  which  is  all  that  can  be  thought  of 
which  may  be  wanting  on  this  occasion,  that  is,  the  enter- 
ing forthwith  upon  resolves,  if  you  so  please,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  volunteers,  an  act  for  that  purpose  being 
of  such  a  nature  as  may  require  time,  during  which  upon 
the  credit  of  your  votes  the  levies  may  proceed.  One  thing 
more  is  necessary,  that  you  state  the  prices  of  provisions 
and  other  requisites  by  a  resolve  of  your  House,  to  pre- 
vent extravagant  demands  at  this  time.' 

When  you  have  gone  through  what  is  requisite  for  this 
important  service,  I  must  recommend  to  you  the  support 
of  government,  the  public  debts,  and  the  care  of  your 
frontiers,  all  whidi  very  much  require  your  consideration 
at  this  time. 


3  An  aet,  chap.  226,  pmised  July  26th,  appointed  commiMioners  to  procure 
proTiaions  and  other  necesuriea  for  the  ei:pedItIon  to  Cuuula,  and  fixed  tha 
price  of  mch  provUiom. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  23.  Becommending  the  employment  of  armed 
sloops  to  cruise  on  this  coast,  the  men  of  war  on  this  sta- 
tion having  been  ordered  to  go  on  the  expedition  to  Canada. 

July  26.  Belatlng  to  an  unlawful  seizure  of  goods  by 
one  of  the  castoms  officers. 

July  26.  Becommending  that  the  transports  nsed  in 
conveying  goods  for  the  expedition  to  Canada  be  exempted 
from  tonnage  duty.  The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution 
accordingly. 

July  26.    Approving  two  addresses  to  the  Queen. 

July  28.  Becommending  the  construction  of  "  battoes  " 
for  transportation  of  the  quota  of  stores  raised  in  this 
Province  for  the  expedition,  also  recommending  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  enlistment  of  recruits  for  the  expedition,  and 
presenting  a  scheme  for  the  security  and  defence  of  the 
Province  during  the  expedition. 

August  1.  From  the  Council,  recommending  a  bill  for 
the  effectual  punishment  of  mutiny,  desertion  and  disobedi- 
ence in  any  of  the  troops  raised  for  the  present  expedition 
against  Canada,  and  the  militia  of  this  Province  during  the 
said  expedition;  to  which  the  Assembly  replied  that  it  was 
content  witii  existing  laws  on  this  subject 

August  4.  After  announcing  his  approval  of  certain 
bills,  the  Q-ovemor  prorogued  the  Assembly  to  Septem- 
ber 10th,  at  the  same  time  expressing  his  thanks  "  in  her 
Majesty's  name"  for  the  assistance  rendered  in  the  expe- 
dition to  Canada,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Assem- 
bly would  meet  in  September  "  with  a  cheerful  disposition 
.to  take  effectual  care  of  what  has  been  so  long  under  de- 
liberation, and  what  so  nearly  concerns  the  Province,  that 
is,  **  the  support  of  government,  the  public  debts,  and  the 
■ecority  of  the  frontiers." 
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1711.  octobbk.  fousteekth  assembly,  second  sessioh. 

ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, bat  no  business  was  done  until  the  second  of  October, 
at  which  time  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentusmen.—  Though  your  meetings  have  been  frequent, 
I  find  with  unspeakable  sorrow  the  occasions  for  them 
multiply.  The  miscarriage  of  that  great,  that  well-con- 
certed enterprise,  the  chief  advantage  of  which  was  to 
redound  to  you  —  to  her  Majesty  only  the  glory  and  pleasure 
of  having  purchased  for  you  at  a  very  dear  rate  a  lasting 
tranquility  —  this  fatal  miscarriage,  I  say,  calls  loud  for 
your  utmost  application  at  this  time  to  obviate  the  designs 
of  an  enemy  animated  by  our  ill  success  and  prompted  by 
revenge,  who  without  doubt  will  speedily  make  some  at- 
tempt upon  her  Majesty's  subjects  where  they  find  them 
most  unprovided. 

For  this  canse  I  mnst  now  again  with  all  the  eamestnesa 
imaginable  intreat  you  to  take  into  your  tiioughts  the 
present  state  of  her  Majesty's  government  here,  which 
hitherto  hath  had  no  support,  that  the  officers  thereof  may 
be  enabled  with  cheerful  hearts  and  ready  hands  to  under- 
take what  may  be  necessary  for  our  common  defence. 

That  you  would  also  consider  and  find  a  speedy  remedy 
for  the  woeful  state  of  your  frontiers  at  Albany  and 
Schenectady,  of  which  these  letters  from  the  mayor  and 
corporation  of  Albany  and  the  commissioners  of  Indian 
affairs  will  sufficiently  inform  you.  For  this  purpose  I  be- 
lieve you  will  judge  it  necessary  to  continue  in  pay  during 
this  winter  two  hundred  men  at  least  of  the  troops  raised 
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by  this  Province  for  strengthening  those  garrisona,  and  to 
find  means  to  repair  those  forts  which  at  present  are  in 
rains.* 

I  nmet  also  pot  you  in  mind  that  the  militia  act  will 
quickly  expire  by  its  own  limitation,  and  so  want  a  continua- 
tion by  another.' 

The  debts  of  the  government  cry  so  load  that  I  am  con- 
fident there  is  nobody  here  who  has  not  been  sometimes 
moved  with  a  generons  compassion  for  those  who  suffer 
under  them. 

B^d  out  remedies  for  those  evils,  and  the  best  of  princes 
will  thank  you,  your  enemies  fear  you,  your  fellow  subjects 
applaud  your,  your  posterity  bless  you,  and  I  with  all  the 
eflforts  of  my  life  endeavor  to  serve  you. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  3.  Concurring  with  the  Assembly  in  the  opinion 
that  the  sentinels  at  the  beacons  be  "  disdiarged  from  their 
attendance,  the  reason  of  their  being  posted  there,  seeming 
to  be  ceased." 

October  5.  Transmitting  letters  from  Lieutenant-Oen- 
eral  Nicholson  and  Col.  Schuyler  relative  to  the  expedition 
to  Canada ;  informing  the  Assembly  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  tile  Governor  to  go  to  Albany  the  next  day,  and 
recommending  that  immediate  action  be  taken  in  relation 
to  the  fortifications  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  "  and  re- 
taining the  number  of  men  proposed  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers."  The  Assembly  adopted  resolutions  the 
same  day  recommending  that  the  fortifications  at  Albany 
and  Schenectady  be  repaired,  and  that  one  hundred  and 


:( Prorision  waa  nuide  by  an  act,  chap.  233,  passed  NoTember  24tlt,  for 
repairing  the  fortifications  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  aerrice  on  the  frontier  during  the 
coming  winter. 

■  nu  mOltift  IftW  WH  nvired  l>y  an  act,  chap  23G,  passed  Korember  24th. 
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fifty  men  be  retained  for  service  on  the  frontier.  (See 
note  1.) 

October  6.  Desiring  the  Assembly  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  protection  of  the  powder  magazine  at  Fort  Anne. 

October  23.  The  Governor  informed  the  Assembly  that 
on  his  arrival  at  Albany  he  had  disbanded  the  forces  raised 
to  serve  in  the  expedition  against  Canada,  "  retaining  in 
pay  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  or  near  that  number,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers;  "  some  of  whom  had  since  de- 
serted, and  that  he  would  complete  the  number  out  of  the 
Palatines;  that  he  had  given  directions  for  repairing  the 
fortifications  at  Albany  and  Schenectady.  He  also  in- 
formed the  Assembly  that  pursuant  to  her  Majesty's  com- 
mands, he  had  contracted  for  the  building  two  forts  with  a 
chapel  in  each  in  the  Indian  country,  with  accommodations 
for  missionaries,  the  expense  of  whidi  would  be  paid  by  the 
Queen.  The  Governor  also  transmitted  an  account  pre- 
sented by  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  for  the  expense  in- 
curred by  him  in  procuring  twenty-eight  Indians  above  the 
quota. 

October  26.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Albany  relative 
to  conditions  on  the  frontier. 

November  2.  Submitting  to  the  Assembly  a  petition  of 
David  Provoost  "  concerning  the  dispute  between  him  and 
the  De  Peysters." 

November  3.  Advising  the  Assembly  that  he  had  sent 
one  hundred  Palatines  to  Albany  to  complete  the  detach- 
ment there,  that  "  near  three  hundred  Palatines  were  em- 
ployed in  the  late  expedition,  one  hundred  were  in  the 
country's  service,  and  the  rest  incorporated  in  the  regular 
forces,"  and  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  as  to 
the  disposal  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  of 
bounty  money  on  hand.  The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion '*  that  the  bounty  money  allowed  to  the  volunteers  on 
the  late  disappointed  expedition,"  should  be  paid  to  those 
only  who  served  in  the  troops  paid  by  this  colony. 
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November  8.  Becommending  that  special  provision  be 
made  for  the  compensation  of  British  Lieutenants  in  the 
late  expedition." 

November  9.  Presenting  an  address  to  the  Queen,  which 
was  approved  and  signed. 

November  10.  Transmitting  various  documents  relating 
to  the  late  expedition,  and  also  the  Queen's  instruction  re- 
lating to  the  quotas  of  the  neighboring  Provinces,  and 
money  for  building  the  forts  at  Albany  and  Schenectady, 
and  for  the  repartition  of  men  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  Province  in  case  they  be  invaded  by  the 
enemy.  He  also  presented  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioners at  Albany  and  a  paper  from  the  Senecas  recom- 
mending the  revival  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  sale  or 
^ving  of  strong  liquors  to  the  Indians.* 

November  16.  From  the  Council,  asserting  its  right  to 
amend  money  bills.  The  subject  will  be  considered  again 
in  notes  on  the  Fourteenth  Assembly,  Third  Session  (May, 
1712).    (See  post,  p.  162.) 

November  17.  Besponding  to  the  communication  from 
the  Assembly,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  an  adjournment 
"  in  regard  the  cold  season  of  the  year  is  advanced,  and 
several  of  the  members  necessitated  to  depart  to  their 
habitations,"  the  Governor  said  that  as  soon  as  certain 
bills  could  be  disposed  of,  the  Assembly  would  be  prorogued 
to  the  next  spring. 

November  22.  Transmitting  various  communications 
cooceming  affairs  on  the  frontier  and  particularly  relating 
to  conditions  which  might  resnlt  from  engaging  the  Five 
Nations  of  Indians  in  actual  wsr  with  the  Frenoh,  and  re- 
questing the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  as  to  the  proper  course 
to  be  pursued  by  the  Governor. 

SAn  act  for  tks  eompauktloii  of  Britiah  officers,  eliap.  246,  wu  paamd 
Jmw  2«.  1712. 

<Thb  Iftw  wu  reviTed  by  %a  act,  chap.  23ft,  paased  NoTomber  24tli,  which 
prahlbltad  the  •elling  or  glTlng  of  llqnor  to  Indiana  In  Albany  connty. 
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Replying  to  this  request  the  Assembly  said  it  was  not  an 
independent  part  of  the  government,  and  foimd  madi 
"  difficulty  in  coming  to  any  absolute  determination,  as  well 
from  arguments  of  right,  as  conveniency  and  utility.  They 
have  never  yet  undertaken  any  offensive  war,  but  in  com- 
pliance with  the  orders  of  superiors,  who  had  indisputable 
right  so  to  do,  for  what  relates  to  self  preservation  and  de- 
fence, they  think  themselves  justified  both  by  the  law  of 
nature  and  the  nation."  The  Assembly  further  said  that 
if  the  Governor  should  enter  a  congress  with  the  Gkivemors 
of  other  Provinces,  he  could  not  be  deemed  to  represent  the 
Province  because  not  chosen  by  it,  but  his  presence  in  the 
Congress  "might  give  a  color,  but  no  right,  to  oblige  or 
charge  this  Colony  by  any  agreement  whatsoever  made 
there.  If  it  should  be  agreed,  that  they  have  a  right  to 
make  an  offensive  war,  this  colony  ought  never  to  come 
into  any  confederacy,  without  being  allowed  a  negative  in 
all  conclusions  to  be  made,  they  being  the  best  judges  of 
their  own  abilities  and  strength,  the  want  of  which  in  other 
undertakings,  this  colony  has  felt  to  their  loss  and  smart." 
Denying  again  the  Coimeil's  right  to  amend  money  bills, 
the  Assembly  concluded  by  snggesting  that  the  season  was 
so  far  advanced  that  nothing  could  be  done  that  year,  and 
that  the  whole  matter  should  be  postponed  until  the  follow- 
ing spring. 

November  24.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
Thursday  in  April,  1712. 
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ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Afisembly  had  been  adjonmed  to  the  first  Thursday 
of  April,  1712,  but  was  coDtinned  by  other  adjonmmentB  to 
the  30th,  when  the  baeiness  of  tiie  sesaion  was  began.  The 
next  day,  May  1,  the  Oovemor  delivered  the  following 


OPENma  SPEECH. 

Obntlembh. — I  can  never  persuade  myself  that  you  have 
any  real  pleasure  in  hearing  the  daily  cries  and  complaints 
of  the  oflScers  of  the  government  and  others  who  have  jnst 
danands  upon  it,  whilst  the  remedy  is  so  mnoh  in  year 
power,  and  yet  it  seems  strange  that  during  the  space  of 
two  years  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  at  the  head  of  it, 
in  a  very  active  time  and  consequently  of  great  expenses, 
there  has  not  been  one  farthing  given  towards  its  support ; 
for  what  bills  have  been  offered  for  that  purpose  have  either 
been  so  deficient  or  clogged  with  such  clauses  and  circum- 
stances as  made  it  impossible  for  the  council  to  pass  them 
without  an  apparent  breach  of  her  Majesty's  instractii;ns, 
which  are  the  constant  and  fixed  rales  of  their  and  my  pro- 
ceedings, whatsoever  weight  they  may  bear  with  yon.  And 
when  they  have  as  it  was  their  duty  amended  them,  you 
have  as  often  resolved  not  to  admit  of  such  amendments 
upwu  a  very  ill-grounded  pretence  that  the  Council  had  no 
right  to  amend  money  bills.*  I  have  sufficient  warrant  to 
affirm  that  pretence  to  be  ill-grounded  from  this  paragraph 
in  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trades  letter  to  me  of  the 
13th  of  November  last  in  these  words  "as  to  the  Assem- 
bly's pretence  that  the  Council  caimot  amend  a  money  bill, 
it  is  groundless  and  will  not  be  allowed  of  here ;  the  Coun- 

iSee  poet  p.  IflZ  for  note  on  mone^  billa. 
1169] 
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cil  having  an  equal  right  with  them  in  granting  of  money, 
there  being  nothing  in  her  Majesty's  ccmmission  to  yon 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  contrary,  by 
virtne  of  which  commission  they  only  sit  as  an  Assembly, 
and  therefore  you  will  do  well  to  acquaint  them  herewith 
that  they  no  longer  insist  upon  what  is  so  ill-grounded." 

In  the  next  place  I  am  to  put  you  in  mind  of  the  danger 
on  your  frontiers,  which  you  will  sufficiently  understand  by 
this  representation  from  the  people  there.*  Two  forts  now 
a  building  in  the  Indian  countries  must  be  garrisoned  forth- 
with by  her  Majesty's  troops  in  tMs  Province,  and  these 
letters  from  the  Governor  of  Bermudas,  as  well  aa  other 
good  advices  which  I  have  received,  will  convince  yon  of 
the  necessity  I  lie  under  of  calling  for  one  more  of  the  in- 
dependent companies  from  Albany  for  the  security  of  this 
place,  not  being  very  sure  upon  what  parts  this  storm  is  to 
break,  it  being  also  more  than  probable  that  the  effort  will 
be  made  where  they  jndge  we  are  least  prepared  to  receive 
them.  This  I  think  snfScient  to  convince  you  of  the  neces- 
sity of  raising  a  force  proportioned  to  the  present  exigency. 

If  I  may  prevail  with  you  at  this  time  to  lay  aside  all 
animosities  and  needless  disputes,  and  heartily  to  take  into 
yonr  consideration  what  bo  nearly  concerns  yonr  peace  and 
welfare  and  that  of  your  posterity,  I  have  my  wish;  if  not, 
I  must  rest  satisfied  with  the  comfort  of  having  done  my 
duty  in  admonishing  you,  and  the  testimony  of  a  good  con- 
sdence,  for  what  have  I  neglected  within  the  compass  of 
my  power  by  night  or  day  for  yonr  service,  and  whose  ox 
or  whose  ass  have  I  takenf 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
May  7.    Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, Secretary  of  State,  informing  the  Governor  that  the 

3  An  act,  cluip.  247,  passed  June  26,  apprDpriaUd  fifteen  Imndred  anncM 
of  plate  for  securing  the  frontiers  about  Albanj, 
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stores  in  his  hands  remaining  from  the  expedition  to  Can- 
ada should  be  kept  in  the  colony  for  the  public  service. 
The  Governor  recommended  the  immediate  repair  of  maga- 
zines and  the  fort  wall,  "  that  some  good  law  be  passed, 
for  putting  slaves  under  a  better  regulation,  and  to  encour- 
age the  importation  of  white  servants." 

May  10.  Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany. 

May  10.    Proroguing  the  Assembly  to  the  13th  inst. 

May  16.  Becommending  the  enactment  of  an  explana- 
tory militia  law. 

May  31.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  an  address,  and 
expressing  his  intention  to  use  all  his  powers  for  the 
"  safety  and  ease  "  of  the  people. 

June  12.  Transmitting  a  communication  from  justices 
of  the  peace  of  Albany,  requesting  the  revival  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  selling  or  giving  intoxicating  liquors  to  the 
Indians.' 

Jnne  13.  Transmitting  letters  from  the  Commisioners 
of  ]jidian  Affairs  at  Albany,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  Fren<^  were  using  all  possible  endeavors  to  bring  the 
Five  Nations  to  their  interest,  and  recommending  that 
messengers  be  sent  to  the  Indians  to  "  undeceive  them  of 
the  ill  impressions  they  have  received  from  the  French,  and 
engage  them  to  a  firm  adherence  to  their  covenants  and 
promise^  to  this  government,"  and  also  that  provision  be 
immediately  made  for  a  suitable  present  to  the  Indians. 

Jane  16.  Communicating  information  relating  to  a  pro- 
posed Indian  raid  against  the  settlements  along  Hudson 
River. 

June  19.  Advising  the  Assembly  that  upon  disposing  of 
pending  business,  the  Assembly  would  be  adjourned  nntil 
after  harvest. 


■  This  rsqueat  ms  grtated  b;  ftn  act,  chap.  2U,  pusad  June  24ltb,  which 
nri*ed  Dot  only  the  act  prohibiting  tlia  selling  or  giving  Intoxicating  liquor* 
to  Indians,  but  also  the  act  **  for  the  better  watehing  and  guarding  of  the 
d^  of  Albanv." 
11 
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June  24.    Transmittuig  letters  from  Albany  relative  to 
the  movemeots  of  the  Indians. 
Jnne  26.    The  Assembly  was  prorogaed  to  Jnly  17. 

MONEY  BILLS. 

The  controTcrsy  over  the  question  whether  the  Council  had  power  to  amend 
money  bills  had  its  origin  in  a,  resolution  adopted  bf  the  Assembly,  Judf 
10,  1704,  "that  it  is  inconvenient  for  this  House,  to  admit  of  any  amend- 
ment made  bj  the  Council  to  a  money  bill."  This  proposition  was  asserted 
again  by  the  Assembly  on  the  4th  of  November,  1704. 

November  6,  1704,  Govemor  Combury,  in  a  letter  to  the  home  govern- 
ment (Col.  Doc.  vol.  4,  p.  IIZI),  quoted  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Assembly 
relative  to  money  bills,  and  said  the  Assembly  seemed  to  think  themselves 
equal  to  the  House  of  Commons,  "  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  same 
powers  and  privil^ea,  that  a  House  of  Commons  in  England  enjoys,"  even 
to  the  exclusive  control  of  money  bills.  The  Lords  of  Trade,  in  their  reply, 
dated  March  26,  1706  (Col.  Doc.  vol.  4,  p.  1139),  say  they  "conceive  no 
reason  why  the  Council  should  not  have  the  right  to  amend  all  bills  sent  to 
them  by  the  Assembly,  even  those  relating  to  money." 

Qovemor  Combury  referred  to  the  subject  again  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade  dated  July  IS,  170S  (Col.  Doc.  vol,  4,  p.  1150),  and  on  the  2Sth 
of  the  same  month  communicated  to  the  Assembly  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Lords  of  Trade  in  their  letter  of  the  preceding  March.  The  subject  was 
again  considered  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  a  letter  to  Qovemor  Cornbury, 
dated  February  4,  170S  (Col.  Doc.  vol.  4,  p.  1171),  in  which  they  say  "the 
Council  has  undoubtedly  as  much  to  do  in  the  forming  of  bills  for  granting 
and  raising  of  money  as  the  Assembly.  In  other  her  Majesty's  plantations, 
the  Assemblies  do  not  pretend  to  the  sole  right  of  framing  money  bills." 
"  No  Assembly  in  the  Plantations  ought  to  pretend  to  all  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  England,  which  will  be  no  more  allowed  them, 
than  it  would  be  to  the  Council  if  they  should  pretend  to  all  the  privileges 
of  the  House  of  Lords  here."  The  substance  of  this  opinion  was  stated  by 
Qovemor  Combuiy  in  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  Assembly,  September 
27,  1706. 

The  controversy  was  renewed  in  November,  1711,  at  which  time  the  As- 
sembly again  asserted  its  exclusive  right  to  control  money  bills.  The  Council 
denied  this  right  and  claimed  equal  power  over  money  bills  as  well  as  on 
all  other  subjects  of  legislation.  The  Lords  of  Trade,  In  a  letter  to  Governor 
Hunter,  dated  November  13,  1711  (Col.  Doc.  vol.  6,  p.  28S),  again  expressed 
themselves  on  the  question,  saying  that  "  as  to  the  Assembly's  pretence,  that 
the  Council  cannot  amend  a  money  bill,  it  is  groundless  and  will  not  be 
allowed  of  here,  the  Council  having  an  equal  right  with  them  in  granting 
of  money,  there  being  nothing  in  her  Majes^s  commissicoi  to  you,  under 
the  great  seal  of  this  Kingdom  to  the  contrary,  by  virtue  of  which  com- 
mission th^  only  sit  as  an  Assembly,  and  therefore  you  will  do  well  to 
acquaint  them  herewith,  that  they  may  no  longer  insist  upon  what  Is  so  III 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Robert  Huntbb,  1712.  163 

gronoded."  Ooremdr  Hunter  quoted  thia  opialon  in  bie  apeecb  at  the  opening 
ol  the  Assembly,  May  1,  1712.  This  opinion  was  repeated  by  the  Lords  of 
Trade  in  a  letter  to  the  Oovernor,  dated  June  It,  1712  (Col.  Doc.  toI.  E,  p. 
333),  which  letter  was  communicated  to  the  Assembly  by  the  QoTcmor  on 
the  22d  of  October  following. 

The  Assembly's  attitude  on  this  question  was  again  asserted  on  the  30th 
of  OcbAer  and  the  14th  of  November,  1712,  when,  in  response  to  a  request 
by  the  Council  for  a  conference  on  a  money  bill,  it  was  resolved  that  "  this 
bouse  cannot  agree  to  a  conference  with  the  Council,  on  the  subject  matter 
of  amendments  to  a  money  bill." 


171&    AUGUST.    POtPSTSEHTH  ASSEHBLT,  FOtntTH  SB5SI01T. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to  July  17,  but  was 
continned  by  other  prorogations  to  the  25th  of  August.  On 
tiie  17th  of  Sept^nber  the  Oovernor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlbuen.—  I  flatter  myself  that  this  session  may  put 
an  end  to  all  disputes  or  misunderstandings  that  have  fallen 
out  between  the  several  parts  of  the  legislature  of  Ihis 
Colony,  the  more  because  the  contending  parties  about  the 
revenue  for  support  of  government  seem  agreed  as  to  the 
necessity  of  settling  such  a  revenue,  and  to  differ  only  about 
the  measures  and  meuis.  The  reason  given  for  the  ^tra- 
ordinary  caution  in  the  proceedings  relating  to  that  matter, 
and  which  I  assure  you  have  had  due  weight  with  me,  are 
former  misapplications  of  public  funds,  by  which  means 
private  persons  are  deprived  of  their  due,  and  the  Prov- 
ince loaded  with  unnecessary  debts.  I  wish  from  my  heart 
it  were  as  easy  a  matter  to  find  a  remedy  for  past  mis- 
carriages as  I  am  confident  it  is  to  assign  one  for  effectu- 
ally  preventing  the  like  for  the  future;  which  last  I  now 
offer  you,  and  make  no  doubt  of  your  acceptance  of  it,  it 
being  sufficient  for  the  end  proposed,  and  indeed  the  only 
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one  in  my  power,  Her  Majesty's  royal  instnictions  to  me 
containing  the  following  command,  "  Yon  are  not  to  saffer 
any  public  money  whatsoever  to  be  issned  or  disposed  of 
otherwise  than  by  warrant  under  your  hand,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  our  said  Council,  but  the  Assem- 
bly may  nevertheless  be  permitted  from  time  to  time  to 
view  and  examine  the  accounts  of  money  or  value  of  money 
disposed  of  by  virtue  of  laws  made  by  them,  whidi  you  are 
to  signify  to  them  as  there  shall  be  occasion;  "  which  is  but 
the  repetition  of  a  clause  in  my  patent. 

The  expedient  I  propose  is  contained  in  the  following 
heads : 

It  may  be  enacted  in  the  bill  or  bills  for  settling  a  revenue 
that  the  receiver  general,  who  has  a  patent  under  the  broad 
seal  who  has  given  security  in  England,  and  shall  if  de- 
manded give  the  same  within  the  colony  for  the  due  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  be  obliged  at  the  expiration  of  every  three 
months  or  upon  every  quarter  day,  to  lay  before  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Counral  an  account  of  the  money  by  him  received 
for  that  use  during  that  time. 

That  every  quarter  day  all  persons  who  have  been  dur- 
ing the  preceding  three  months  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  government,  deliver  in  their  accounts  of  service,  money 
or  goods  BO  employed,  which  being  examined  and  allowed 
by  the  Governor  and  Council,  an  account  may  be  stated 
from  thence  of  the  demands  on  that  quarter's  revenue. 

That  if  the  revenue  for  that  quarter  amounts  to  a  sxun 
sufficient  for  that  demand,  then  the  Governor  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Council  may  issue  hia  warrants  for  such  sums 
on  the  receiver  general. 

If  the  revenue  in  that  quarter  falls  short  of  that  demand, 
the  Governor  is  then  to  grant  warrants  for  so  much  only 
as  it  does  amount  to. 

And  whensoever  the  revenue  shall  exceed  the  expense  in 
that  quarter,  what  has  been  left  unpaid  in  any  preceding 
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qnarter  to  be  paid  out  of  that  overplas  by  warrants  ihea 
panted  as  formerly. 

That  all  warrants  be  numbered,  and  the  receiver  general 
obliged  to  pay  them  in  course  as  numbered. 

And  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  the  issue  of  any 
warrants  for  more  money  than  there  may  be  in  the  re- 
ceiver's hands  at  the  expiration  of  every  qnarter,  it  may 
be  enacted  that  it  be  expressed  in  each  warrant  that  such 
sum  be  payable  oat  of  snch  other  som,  being  the  amomit 
of  the  revenne  for  sncb  a  quarter. 

No  warrants  to  be  issued  until  sach  time  as  the  receiver 
general  shall  have  laid  before  the  Governor  and  Council 
an  account  of  the  revenue  by  him  received  that  quarter, 
that  he  be  obliged  to  pay  all  snch  warrants  as  shall  be  drawn 
for  that  sum  in  their  course  within  a  certain  number  of 
days  if  demanded,  and  upon  his  refusal  or  noncompliance, 
the  person  or  persons  having  such  warrants  to  have  an 
action  of  debt  against  him  for  the  same. 

That  the  receiver  general  be  obliged  to  lay  before  the 
Assembly  when  setting  and  requiring  the  same,  an  account 
of  the  revenue  received  and  of  the  warrants  paid  by  him, 
that  all  persons  demanding  the  same  may  at  the  office  hours 
have  recourse  to  his  books  of  accounts  of  the  revenue. 

By  these  means  the  only  material  objection  being  re- 
moved, I  can  hardly  be  induced  to  believe  that  you  will  any 
longer  defer  the  doing  of  what  is  so  absolutely  necessary 
and  what  her  Majesty  most  assuredly  expects  from  you,  or 
that  you  can  expect  from  me  what  I  cannot  do  without 
incurring  her  highest  displeasure,  the  heavy  penalty  an- 
nexed to  the  breach  of  her  instructions,  not  being  able  upon 
the  nicest  scrutiny  to  accuse  myself  of  any  one  action  or 
thought  which  has  not  been  intended  for  her  Majesty's 
service  and  the  general  good  and  quiet  of  this  colony,  which 
I  propose  steadfastly  to  pursue,  and  shall  be  always  ready 
your  advice  in  the  pursuit  thereof. 
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I  am  further  to  acquaint  yon  that  your  frontiers  never 
more  required  yonr  care  than  at  this  present,  as  yon  will 
snfBciently  understand  by  these  letters  and  papers  which 
I  must  recommraid  to  your  penwal.' 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  27.  Transmitting  a  petition  by  the  recorder 
and  aldermen  of  New  York,  recommending  that  provision 
be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  sixty  French  prisoners  put 
on  shore  by  Captain  Elford. 

September  30.  Becommending  legislation  to  enforce 
payment  to  the  owners  of  certain  slaves  who  had  been  exe- 
cuted for  conspiracy  and  murder  perpetrated  in  New  York 
in  the  preceding  April.  Such  payment  had  been  authorized 
by  an  act  passed  October  30,  1708,  to  prevent  the  con- 
spiracy of  slaves.' 

October  22.  Communicating  a  letter  by  the  Lords  of 
Trade  dated  the  12th  of  the  preceding  June,  again  denying 
that  the  Assembly  had  exclusive  power  over  money  bills, 
and  intimating  that  if  the  Assembly  should  continue  its 
refusal  to  share  its  power  with  the  Council,  measures  would 
be  taken  by  the  home  government  to  assert  the  Queen's 
undoubted  prerogative  in  the  Province,  and  to  provide  for 
the  necessary  support  of  the  government.  In  the  same 
letter  the  Lords  of  Trade  suggest  that  the  action  of  the 
Assembly  at  the  previous  November  session  in  adjourning 
for  several  months  without  the  Governor's  order,  and 
' '  their  naming  trearsurers  to  collect  the  public  money, 
when  her  Majesty  has  appointed  an  crfBcer  for  that  purpose, 
are  other  instances  of  their  disrespect  and  undutifulness 
to  her  Majesty." 

1  December  10th  an  Act,  chap.  2S6,  was  passed  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  Albany  and  Schenectad}'. 

9  A  new  act,  chap  2S0,  was  paaaed  December  lOth,  Telatire  to  conspiracies 
by  slaves.  It  prohibited  the  meeting  of  more  than  three  slaves,  except  durioj^ 
the  course  of  their  aerrioe. 
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October  23.  Transmitting  a  petition  from  Peter  Sdiay- 
ler  praying  for  compensation  to  himself  and  others  asso- 
dated  with  him  for  services  and  expenses  in  recent  nego- 
tiations with  the  Indians  at  Onondaga.^ 

October  31.  In  response  to  the  Assembly's  request,  pre- 
sented on  the  28th,  the  Oovemor  transmitted  a  copy  of  the 
letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  dated  November  13,  1711, 
relative  to  colonial  affairs,  and  which  has  already  been 
considered  in  the  note  on  money  bills.    {Ante,  p.  162.) 

November  4.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  previous  com- 
mnnication  from  the  Council  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  relative 
to  the  Assembly. 

December  10.  Proroguing  the  Assembly  to  March  25, 
1713. 


1713.    MAT.    PIFTEEHTH  ASSEHBLT,  FIKST  SSSSIOK. 

ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Fourteenth  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to  the 
25th  of  March,  1713,  but  on  the  3d  of  March,  it  was  dis- 
solved. The  new  Assembly  met  May  12,  bnt  no  business 
was  done  until  the  27tb,  when  the  Q-ovemor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENINO  SPEECH. 

Gbntlbmek,—  Yon  are  a  new  Assembly,  and  so  not  ac- 
countable for  the  wrong  steps  in  the  former,  or  concerned 
in  the  vindication  of  them ;  so  what  I  am  about  to  say  must 
not  be  otherways  construed  than  as  a  caution  to  you  that 
you  walk  not  in  their  ways,  so  displeasing  to  her  Majesty 
and  so  justly  resented  by  her. 


■An  act,  ctaftp.  24fl,  paued  December  lOtb,  appropriated  two  hundred  and 
mtf  ounces  of  plate  for  the  expensea  of  the  misBlon  to  the  Indians,  including 
n  to  CoL  Schuyler. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


168  Messages  fbou  the  (jOVebnob. 

You  are  called  together  in  order  to  settle  a  revenue  for 
the  support  of  her  Majesty's  government,'  not  to  settle  the 
government,  for  that  is  already  done  by  the  only  authority 
upon  earth  that  has  a  right  to  do  it;  so  to  save  your  time 
and  to  spare  your  trouble,  I  shall  now  inform  you  of  some 
things  that  it  will  be  needless  for  you  to  endeavor  or  at- 
tempt, for  this,  among  other  good  reasons,  that  they  are 
not  within  my  power  to  grant,  of  which  I  shall  be  ready  at 
any  time  to  convince  the  most  scrupulous  amongst  you* 
when  he  shall  desire  it. 

First,  it  will  be  vain  for  you  to  endeavor  to  lodge  the 
money  destined  for  the  support  of  government  in  the  hands 
of  any  other  than  the  officers  appointed  by  her  Majesty  for 
that  very  purpose  by  her  commission  under  the  great  seal 
of  England,  for  by  the  same  rule  and  a  parity  of  reason, 
yon  may  assume  to  yourselves  a  power  of  nominating  a 
person  or  persons  for  executing  the  office  of  Governor, 
nevertheless,  if  you  are  so  resolved  you  may  put  the 
country  to  the  expense  of  a  treasurer  for  the  custody  of 
money  raised  for  extraordinary  uses. 

In  the  next  place,  it  will  be  fruitless  to  attempt  to  divert 
the  course  of  public  payments,  or  to  put  them  into  any  other 
chanuel  than  that  prescribed  by  her  Majesty's  letters  patent 
and  instructions,  which  is  a  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  her 
Majesty's  Comicil.  That  attempt  will  appear  to  all  think- 
ing men  the  more  unreasonable  after  the  ample  security 
which  I  offered  to  the  last  Assembly  against  the  misappli- 
cations, which  offer  I  now  renew  to  you  as  it  stands  in  the 
journals  of  your  house,  and  to  them  I  refer  you. 

Lastly,  her  Majesty  being  the  sole  and  undoubted  judge 
of  the  services  and  rewards  of  her  servants  in  this  govern- 
ment, it  will  be  as  vain  as  it  will  be  disrespectful,  for  yon 
by  making  yourselves  the  judges  to  endeavor  to  take  that 
right  from  her. 


1  A  general  revenue  act,  chap.  25S,  was  passed  on  the  first  of  July. 
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Having  told  ;^oii  what  I  cannot  do,  I  shall  now  acquaint 
you  with  what  I  will  readily  and  willingly  do.  I  shall  give 
my  assent  to  all  such  laws  as  shall  be  presented  to  me  for 
the  care,  quiet  or  advantage  of  this  colony  in  general,  or 
any  of  her  Majesty's  good  subjects  in  it  in  particular,  pro- 
viding they  do  not  clash  with  her  Majesty's  rights,  pre- 
rogative or  instructions,  and  that  they  accompany  the  bill 
for  support  of  her  Majesty's  government,  for  without  that 
it  will  be  but  time  misspent  to  prepare  any,  except  such  as 
are  of  immediate  and  absolute  necessity,  for  I  am  firmly 
resolved  to  reserve  these  favors  for  that  Assembly  that 
shall  first  make  that  dutiful  and  grateful  return  to  her 
Majesty  for  her  royal  care  and  her  so  often  repeated  acts  of 
grace  and  bounty  which  she  most  assuredly  expects  from  you. 

And  now,  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  prevent  a  world  of 
trouble  and  needless  debate,  I  shall  take  leave  to  propoo 
one  leading  question  to  you :  Are  you  resolved  to  submit 
to  such  rules  of  government  as  are  prescribed  in  her 
^lajesty's  letters  patent  and  instructionsT 

For  preventing  of  groundless  disputes  and  misunder- 
standings between  you  and  her  Majesty's  Council,  give  me 
leave  to  advise  a  remedy  which  is  practiced  with  success 
in  other  Provinces;  that  is,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
meet  with  them  as  frequently  as  conveniently  may  be,  to 
consult  and  mutually  advise  what  may  be  judged  necessary 
in  framing  of  all  bills,  which  will  prevent  the  necessity  of 
amendments,  and  consequently  all  disputes  relating  to  the 
right  of  making  them. 

Thus  having  acquainted  you  with  what  things  I  cannot 
do,  and  what  I  am  willing  to  do,  I  shall  not  doubt  but  that 
you  will  readily  do  what  is  incumbent  upon  you,  especially 
considering  the  danger  of  delays  of  which  you  may  be  well 
convinced  by  the  letters  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  to  me  by  their  order  communicated 
to  the  last  Assembly,  inserted  in  their  journals  and  to  which 
I  refer  you.    You  have  still  a  fair  opportunity  to  avert  the 
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consequences  which  threaten  you;  I  hope  you  will  lay  hold 
of  it.  As  for  my  own  part,  having  done  my  duty  and 
nothing  without  the  bounds  of  my  duty,  I  wash  my  hands 
of  them  and  leave  them  at  the  door  of  those  who  with  both 
their  hands  have  drawn  them  down.  When  you  have  under 
eonsideration  (as  it  is  impossible  yon  should  not)  the  cry- 
ing debts  of  the  govemmeDt,  I  must  earnestly  recommend 
to  you  that  of  the  Lady  Lovelace,*  which  by  her  Majesty's 
letter  to  me,  which  you  also  have  in  your  joumals,  you  will 
find  she  has  very  much  at  heart. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  1.  Transmitting  an  "estimate  of  the  ordinary 
annual  charge  of  the  governiQent." 

June  10.  Becommending  the  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion presented  by  the  New  York  grand  jury  against 
vendues  and  peddlers;  also  transmitting  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Huddy  in  the  Mohawk's  country,  relative  to 
selllog  or  giving  rum  to  the  Indians,  and  recommending  the 
enactment  of  a  law  on  that  subject. 

June  16.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Indian  Affairs  relative  to  a  proposed  alliance  between 
the  Tuscororas  and  the  Five  Nations,  and  recommending 
the  consideration  ' '  of  the  ill  consequences  that  may  attend 
this  government  in  case  the  Indians  should  fall  upon  us, 
and  no  fund  or  vote  of  credit  for  the  payment  of  any  force 
for  our  own  defence." 

Jane  19.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Lawrence  Claesen 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs;  also  a  letter  from 
such  commissioners  to  the  Governor  "  importing  that  the 
Five  Nations  have  returned  the  belt  of  wampum  given  them 
not  to  enter  into  war  with  the  Flatheads  and  desiring  some 

3  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Imiy  Lovelace  wa«  puied  December  23,  ITIT, 
chap.  347. 
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of  the  principal  men  of  Albany  may  be  sent  to  Onondaga 
vith  presents  to  hinder  their  entering  into  that  war." 

July  7.    The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  of 
October. 


1713.    OCTOBEK.    FIFTEENTH   ASSEMBLY,   SECOND   SESSION. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  first  of  October,  but  did  little 
business  nntil  the  15th,  when  the  Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  Your  own  desire  of  a  short  recess  gave  so 
abrupt  a  period  to  your  last  session  that  several  bills  then 
prepared  by  you  could  not  be  so  finished  by  the  Council  as 
to  receive  my  assent,  but  the  bill  for  appropriating  the 
-  excise  towards  the  payment  of  the  public  debts  being  per- 
fected, I  take  this  opportunity,  at  your  first  meeting,  to 
pass  it;^  that  you  may  have  one  to  do  justice  to  the  country 
who  have  long  suffered  under  the  want  of  what  was  justly 
dae,  so  I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  the  preparing  a 
bill  or  bills  for  that  purpose,  which  cannot  take  up  much  of 
your  time,  the  commissioners  nominated  by  yourselves  for 
that  purpose  having 'digested  and  put  into  an  easy  method 
all  snch  debts  whereby  you  are  enabled  to  consider  and 
ascertain  them. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  23.  Vetoing  a  bill  for  laying  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  and  on  slaves.  He  objected  to  the  terms 
of  the  bill,  and  said  it  would  be  of  no  service  to  the  govern- 
ment, for  it  wonld  certainly  be  rejected  by  the  Queen. 

1  An  esciae  law,  cbap.  263,  wks  pResed  October  ISth. 
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October  28.  Becommending  the  consideration  of  ac- 
Goimts  presetted  by  Hendriok  Hanseo  for  expenses  incarred 
in  recent  negotiations  with  the  Indians  at  Onondaga.' 

October  30.  Declining  to  approve  a  bill  for  paying  the 
arrears  of  salaries  of  Assembly  ofiBcers,  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  no  money  in  tiie  Treasury  available  for  that 
purpose. 

November  4.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  16th 
of  March,  1714,  and  by  proclamation  was  again  adjourned 
to  the  22d  of  March. 


3  An  appropriation  for  Hendrick  Huuen  waa  nutde  by  an  act,  chap.  2S6, 
paEwd  October  23d. 


1714.    KAKCH.    FIFTBBHTH  ASSEMBLY,  THIRD  SBSSIDV. 


ROBERT  HUNTER.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  22d  of  March,  and  on  the  24tb 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  You  are  now  met  in  order  to  dispatiA  the 
affairs  left  unfinished  at  the  close  of  your  last  session,  the 
principal  of  which  is  the  payment  of  the  public  debts. 
There  being  a  law  already  passed  appropriating  a  sufficient 
fund  for  that  purpose,  and  these  debts  being  by  your  com- 
missaries of  accounts  ascertained  and  methodized,  I  cannot 
guess  at  the  least  colorable  pretence  for  deferring  it,  and 
none  but  such  who  have  a  mind  to  declare  themselves  re- 
gardless of  justice  and  the  interest  of  their  country,  can 
obstruct  or  oppose  it.* 

1  An  act,  chap.  260,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  wns 
pused  September  4th. 
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What  besides  may  require  your  consideration  I  shall 
impart  to  you  from  time  to  time  if  need  be,  and  shall  leave 
nothing  undone  on  my  part  that  may  keep  up  a  perfect  good 
understanding  between  as,  upon  which  in  a  great  measure, 
the  quiet  and  prosperity  of  the  country  depend. 

EO.  HUNTER. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  23.  Recommending  the  immediate  consideration 
of  measures  for  the  support  of  the  government.^ 

July  7.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  commimieation 
relative  to  the  Indians : 

"  It  is  necessary  that  yon  be  informed  that  the  Five 
Nations  of  Indians  grow  uneasy,  complain  that  they  are 
neglected,  and  have  of  late  had  some  general  meetings, 
which  forbode  no  good  to  this  Colony;  you  know  the  old  and 
only  way  to  keep  Qiem  in  good  humor,  that  is,  by  providing 
a  certain  sum  to  be  laid  out  in  presents  to  be  made  to  them ; 
which  may  be  provided  by  a  number  of  your  House,  joined 
with  some  of  the  Council,  conversant  in  that  sort  of  mer- 
chandise. They  expect  and  beg  a  meeting  with  me,  in  order 
to  take  the  hatchet  out  of  their  hands,  as  their  phrase  runs. 
Ton  know  that  there  is  a  considerable  expense  attends  such 
an  expedition,  which  I  also  recommend  to  your  considera- 
tion, and  80  soon  as  you  enable  me,  I  shall  attend  that 
service,  and  manage  the  whole  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
for  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  country.  This  requires  dis- 
patch, because  of  some  motions  latelv  made  among  them, 
of  making  proposals  to  the  French."'' 

July  13,  16.  Transmitting  various  documents  relative  to 
Indian  affairs. 

September  4.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  12th 
of  October. 

>Tbii  reeommendBtion  wm  embodied  in  ui  kct,  chap.  278,  poued  July  6tb, 
for  Uie  mpport  of  the  goTerDinent. 

■  An  net,  eliap.  !TS,  passed  August  eth,  made  an  appropriation  for  present* 
to  tbe  Tndiani,  and  for  the  Govemor'a  czpentea  in  going  to  AVtMOj  to  treat 
with  them. 
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1716.    HAT.    SIXTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  FIBST  SESSIOH. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Govemw. 

The  Fifteenth  ABsembly  adjonmed  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1714,  to  the  12th  of  October,  but  before  that  day, 
news  was  received  of  the  death  of  Queen  Anne,  whidi 
occurred  on  the  first  of  August.  The  Assembly  was  deemed 
to  have  been  dissolved  by  her  death,  and  did  not  meet  again 
after  the  adjournment.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that 
the  Assembly  continued  in  session  more  than  a  month  after 
the  Queen's  death,  and  passed  several  laws,  some  of  which 
were  approved  on  the  4th  of  September, 

King  George  I  was  proclaimed  in  New  Yorl^  on  the  11th 
of  October,  1714.  On  the  3d  of  November  writs  of  election 
were  ordered  to  be  issued  for  an  Assembly  to  meet  Decem- 
ber 14.  The  Assembly  was  continued  by  prorogations  to 
the  15th  of  March,  1715,  when  it  met,  but  was  adjourned 
from  time  to  time  to  the  3d  of  May,  at  which  time  the  Gov- 
ernor delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  I  have  waited  with  some  impatience  for 
this  meeting  where  the  country  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  making  an  humble  tender  of  their  duty  to  his  Majesty, 
and  express  in  words  the  joy  of  their  hearts  for  his  happy 
and  peaceable  accession  to  the  Crown  by  you  their  repre- 
sentatives.* 

It  would  be  a  crime  to  entertain  the  least  suspicion  that 
a  people  who  share  in  this  general  but  unspeakable  bless- 
ing of  having  all  that  is  dear,  religions  or  civil,  firmly  se- 
cured to  them  at  a  time  when  both,  by  the  acts  of  ill  men, 
were  brought  into  the  utmost  danger,  should  upon  this  occa- 
sion be  wanting  in  the  least  respect  to  their  own  true  in- 

1  An  address  to  the  King  was  approved  and  signed  on  the  18th  of  ISmj. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Robert  Huntee,  1715.  175 

terests  in  grateful  returns  to  Almighty  providence,  or  duty 
to  their  great  Deliverer, 

I  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you  that  His  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  order  my  commissions  for  the 
government  of  these  Provinces  to  be  renewed,  notwith- 
standing the  malicious  and  unjust  accnaations  of  some  m^n 
altogether  strangers  to  me  and  my  conduct  •  The  softest 
terms  that  they  have  given  to  my  administration  is  arbi- 
trary, illegal,  grievous,  oppressive,  unjust  and  destructive. 
Were  there  any  color,  I  pronounce  myself  not  only  unfit  to 
govern,  but  unworthy  to  live,  and  though  God  and  my  con- 
science acquit  me  of  that  foul  charge,  yet  could  I  be  per- 
suaded that  any  part  of  it  could  gain  credit  in  the  minds 
of  men,  I  would  make  it  my  humble  request  to  his  Majesty 
to  remove  me,  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  best-guarded 
conduct  and  most  imiocent  life  are  not  proof  against  the 
malice  of  selfish  and  designing  men,  and  something  I  have 
preserved  which  I  value  more  than  life,  and  so  would  not 
willingly  lose  it. 

I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
has  thought  fit  to  enter  a  caveat  against  passing  the  act 
for  payment  of  the  public  debts  here.  What  his  reasons 
are,  or  what  effect  they  may  have,  I  know  not;  I  shall  only 
say  that  in  my  opinion,  he  of  all  men  ought  to  have  been 
silent  in  this  case,  but  I  cannot  think  that  we  can  be  so 
without  breach  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  and  involving 
ourselves  in  the  guilt  of  the  sufferings  of  so  many  hundred 
of  persons  and  families  whose  very  being  depends  upon 
the  passing  of  that  act.  So  I  hope  you  will  in  conjunction 
with  the  Council  find  out  some  speedy  and  effectual  ex- 
pedient for  removing  that  obstacle,  or  any  other  that  may 
be  offered  of  the  like  nature;  and  I  cannot  but  think  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  some  person  or  persons  suffi- 
ciently qualified  and  amply  instructed  by  the  whole  l^isla- 
ture  be  immediately  sent  to  court  for  that  purpose.' 


lAn   Act,   eh»p.   309,   wa«   passed   Jul;   81st,  appointing   an   Agent   ol   the 
CokiD^  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  knd  proyiding  for  bi^  compeiuuttion. 
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Yon  are  not  ignorant  that  the  duties  imposed  for  the 
support  of  the  government  for  this  last  year  are  upon  the 
point  of  expiring,  bat  perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  these 
duties  fall  niu(di  short  of  the  sum  assigned  for  that  use  by 
the  late  Qeneral  Assembly.  The  Keceiver-General's  ac- 
counts of  receipts  and  issues  will  make  that  plain  to  you, 
and  indeed  the  sum  itself  is  so  scanty  that  not  only  officers 
are  cramped  in  their  salaries,  but  many  necessary  public 
services  postponed  or  neglected  for  want  of  funds  to  answer 
the  charges.  I  firmly  persuade  myself  that  you  are  now 
met  with  good  and  firm  inclinations  and  resolution  to 
remedy  that  inconveniency  amongst  others  so  prejudicial  to 
your  own  safety,  as  well  as  the  dignity  of  his  Majesty's 
government.^ 

As  for  my  own  part,  I  declare  that  tiiey  abuse  you  who 
go  about  to  persuade  you. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  17.  Presenting  a  communication  relative  to  a  law 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  of  the  colony 
at  the  court  of  Great  Bntain,  and  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  his  compensation.    (See  note  2.) 

Jane  9.  Transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Indian  Affairs  "with  the  information  of 
Lawrence  Claesen  the  Indian  interpreter  imparting  that  the 
French  had  lately  sent  considerable  presents  to  some  of  the 
Five  Nations,  and  settling  some  people  among  them  to 
learn  their  language,  which  it  is  conceived  are  mieasures 
taken  to  alienate  the  Five  Nations  from  ns;  '*  also  a  letter 
from  Governor  Saltonstall  of  Connecticut  relative  to  the 
boundary  line  between  that  colony  and  New  Tork.* 


>  July  Sth  an  act  was  p^aaed,  chAp.  292,  for  the  anpport  of  goTenuneut  and 
directing  the  iaiue  of  bills  of  credit  for  general  purposes. 

t  An  act  relative  to  the  bonndarj  line  between  New  York  and  Connecticut 
was  passed  Juoe  25,  1719,  chap.  384.  Tt  provided  for  commfssionera  and 
■urrejors  to  run  and  ascertain  the  line  between  the  two  colonies,  in  con- 
junct!<m  with  comroiasioners  and  surve^rs  to  be  appointed  hj  Connecticut. 
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June  23.  Transmitting  a  eonmiiinieation  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  with  a  report  by 
Lawrence  Claesen,  the  Indian  interpreter,  showing  the  re- 
sults of  his  recent  visit  to  Onondaga  to  discover  the  designs 
of  the  French  with  the  Indians. 

June  24.  Transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina  "representing  their  deplorable 
circumataneeB  of  being  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  desir- 
ing assistance." 

July  21.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  Tues- 
day of  November. 


1716.    JtrnB.    SSVSHTEENTH  ASSEHBLT,  FIRST  SBSSIOIT. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Goveni(H-. 

The  Sixteenth  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  November,  1715,  but  on  the  11th  of  August  it 
was  dissolved.  This  action  was  based  on  the  opinion  of 
the  Attorney-General  that  the  Assembly  had  been  dissolved 
by  the  new  commission  issued  to  Governor  Hunter,  bear- 
ing date  March  17,  1715.  The  Assembly  had  been  called 
under  a  commission  issued  to  the  Governor  by  Queen 
Anne,  but  it  was  held  that  his  authority  under  that  instru- 
ment had  been  determined  by  the  new  commission  from 
King  George.  The  records  do  not  show  when  new  writs 
of  election  were  issued,  but  apparently  a  new  Assembly 
was  soon  called. 

October  13,  the  Governor  issued  a  proclamation  ad- 
journing the  Assembly  to  the  17tb  of  March,  1716,  but  it 

SAn  «ct,  chap.  312,  was  p&ased  on  the  2l9t  of  July,  ITIS,  exempting  from 
dutj  for  ail  months  ill  "  goods,  aUves  and  merchandise "  imported  from 
South  Carolina.  The  preamble  recites  that  on  account  of  the  Indian  war 
man;  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  had  been  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  New 
Yoric,  and  such  refugeca  were  rellered  fiom  the  payment  of  duties  on  property 
braight  with  them. 
12 
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did  not  meet  until  the  5th  of  June.    On  that  day  the  Gov- 
ernor delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. — Were  there  no  reason  for  our  meeting  at 
this  time  than  that  we  may  together  rejoice  for  the  snc- 
cesses  with  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  bless  his 
Majesty's  councils  and  arms  over  the  crafty  devices  of 
his  natural  enemies  and  desperate  attempts  of  his  un- 
natural subjects,  I  think  that  is  sufficient;  for  is  there  s 
man  who  has  the  least  concern  for  human  nature  itself 
who  is  not  filled  with  joy  to  find  the  essential  difference 
betwixt  that  and  the  subordinate  species  of  animals  refixed 
and  maintained,  which  must  have  been  entirely  canceled 
by  that  sort  of  power  whidi  alone  could  have  given  success 
to,  and  have  supported  the  cause  of  a  popish  pretender. 
For  my  own  part  I  own  I  have  ever  thought  that  a  man 
and  his  beast  have  as  best  equal  shares  in  the  benefit  of 
such  a  government.  I  know  I  speak  to  a  set  of  men  who 
join  with  me  in  these  thoughts ;  and  to  do  justice  to  those 
whom  you  represent,  I  firmly  believe  that  his  Majesty  in 
the  wide  extent  of  his  dominions,  has  not  a  Province  where 
fewer  look  a  squint  on  his  rightful  title  and  righteous 
cause,  for  I  think  not  one  has  ventured  to  speak. 

I  would  not  have  you  misconstrue  what  I  am  about  to 
say  as  if  I  was  sounding  an  alarm  In  the  middle  of  a  pro- 
found peace;  far  be  that  thought  from  me.  Your  future 
security  is  all  my  aim.  The  late  insidious  treaties  of  peace 
and  commerce  (the  best  authority  on  earth  has  called  them 
so)  had  left  it  too  much  in  the  power  of  those  whom  I  can 
hardly  forbear  to  call  still  our  enemies  to  annoy  ns  on  this 
side  when  they  shall  find  themselves  inclined  to  interpret 
those  treaties  in  favor  of  a  groundless  rupture.  The  vast 
preparations  in  France  for  settlements  behind  yon  along 
the  Mesapi  [Mississippi],  with  the  neighborhood  of  a  very 
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considerable  garrison  and  seaport  at  Cape  Breton  as  they 
may,  let  you  into  some  of  their  views  in  making  that  peace 
(for  it  was  they  that  made  it)  so  they  justify  my  appre- 
hensions and  I  hope  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  yon  to  put 
yourselves  into  a  better  state  of  defence  against  the  evil 
day  to  come.  The  strength  of  this  fort  is  very  little  pro- 
portioned to  its  use,  which  I  take  to  be  not  only  the  secur- 
ity of  this  Province,  but  in  a  great  measure  that  of  this  con- 
tinent The  fort  at  Albany  is  next  to  none  at  all,  and  will 
signify  little  against  any  but  Indian  enemies,  and  upon 
that  you  well  know  depends  entirely  the  safety  of  your 
frontiers  and  remote  settlements.^  I  have  not  been  want- 
ing in  due  representations  elsewhere  in  this  matter,  and 
have  accounts  that  the  Lords  of  Trade  have  been  pleased 
to  second  them  with  their  advice  to  his  Majesty  for  an 
augmentation  of  the  troops  here,  of  which  I  hope  we  shall 
speedily  have  a  favorable  account.  I  hope  you  will  not  be 
wanting  on  your  part,  now  that  the  burthensome  expense 
of  the  fruitless  expeditions  is  in  a  great  measure  over,  and 
the  subject  here  is  less  loaded  with  public  taxes  than  any 
of  their  neighbors.  I  shall  be  ready  to  confer  with  and 
advise  you  about  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  that 
matter. 

A  former  AsBembly  merited  and  received  the  blessings 
of  many  suffering  families  by  the  payment  of  the  public 
debts.  If  by  neglect  or  otherwise  any  just  claimants  have 
been  disappointed,  I  hope  you  will  share  these  blessings 
in  providing  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  such  just  claims. 

I  have  detained  you  too  long.  What  besides  may  occur 
to  me  which  ought  to  fall  under  your  deliberations,  I  shall 
communicate  to  you  hereafter.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  the 
season  of  year  requires  dispatch. 

EO:  HUNTEE. 

D  the  first  of  September  for  rppftiring  the 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  6.  Prom  the  Council,  proposing  a  conference  com- 
mittee on  an  address  congratulating  the  King  on  his  suc- 
cess in  suppressing  the  late  rebellion  in  Great  Britain. 
This  address  was  signed  the  next  day. 

June  15.  From  the  Governor,  presenting  a  memorial, 
relative  to  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  soliciting  the  royal 
assent  to  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
colony.' 

June  30.  Adjourning  the  Assembly  to  August  1. 


1716.    AUGUST.    SEVENTEENTH   ASSEMBLY,   SECOND   SESSION. 

ROBERT  HUNTER.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  7th  of  August,  bat  no  speech 
was  delivered  by  the  Governor, 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  21.  The  Assembly  presented  an  address  to  the 
(xovemor  requesting  his  aid  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Mulford, 
who  had  been  prosecuted  for  libel  in  publishing  a  speech 
made  by  him  in, the  Assembly.  The  Governor  replied  that 
Mr.  Mulford  had  not  been  prosecated  for  making  the 
speech,  but  "  for  publishing  and  dispersing  a  false  and  ma- 
licious libel  against  the  government."  The  Governor 
promised  compliance  with  the  Assembly's  request  when- 
ever Mr.  Mulford  should  apply  to  him  in  a  dutiful  maimer 
for  what  was  desired. 

September  1.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  1717. 

z  An  appropriation  for  the  Govemor'a  expenaea  in  procuring  tlie  rciy«l  aaaent 
to  the  act  fnr  the  payment  of  colonial  debts  waa  made  bj  an  act,  chap.  322, 
paosed  September  Int. 
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1717.    APBIL.    SBVXHIBBirTH  ASSEMBLY,  THIKD  SESSIOH. 

ROBERT  HUNTER.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  April  9.  No  fonnal  speedi  was  de- 
livered by  the  Qovemor,  but  the  next  day  he  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Assembly  recommending  new  bills  of  credit  for  snch 
as  were  or  wonld  be  soon  worn  out ;  informing  the  Assem- 
bly that  "he  had  advices  from  the  Commissioners  at 
Albany,  relating  to  the  necessity  of  a  new  settlement,  more 
advanced  on  the  frontier;"  and  that  the  Assembly  would 
probably  not  meet  again  that  year  "because  hia  journey 
to  Albany,  the  harvest  and  winter  seasons,  and  the  Assem- 
bly in  the  Jerseys  in  the  fall ' '  would  render  such  a  meet- 
ing donbtfnl  if  not  impracticable ;  also  transmitting  a  letter 
from  Ambrose  Philips,  agent  of  the  colony,  expressing  his 
thanks  to  the  Assembly. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  30.  From  the  Council,  a  memorial  of  Bobert 
Jeuney,  "master  of  the  grammar  school  &c,  which  pro- 
posed that  a  sufficient  fund  may  be  raised,  for  building  a 
Bchoolhouse  and  dwelling  bouse  for  the  master,  and  to 
allow  him  a  salary  of  seventy  pounds  per  annum  for  teach- 
ing thirty-five  boys." 

May  28.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust ;  on  that  day  the  Qovemor  by  proclamation  adjourned 
it  to  the  following  Tuesday,  the  27th.  The  Assembly  met 
on  the  27th,  and  on  several  subsequent  days  without  any 
apparent  termination  of  the  session,  which,  according  to 
the  Coun(^  records,  became  a  new  session  on  the  5th  of 
September. 
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1717.    8EPTBMBEK.    SEVENTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  FOUSTH  SESSIOir. 

ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

According  to  the  Coirnci]  Journal,  September  5  marks 
the  begimiing  of  the  fourth  session,  but  the  Assembly 
journal  shows  that  regular  business  was  transacted  on  the 
4th,  and  that  on  that  day  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet 
the  next  morning  (the  5th),  at  nine  o'clock.  The  Governor 
did  not  deliver  a  speech,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Assem- 
bly record  to  indicate  the  opening  of  a  new  or  an  adjourned 
session. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  9.  Advising  the  Assembly  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Bamfield,  his  private  agent  in  London, 
"  a  very  strange  memorial,"  which  had  been  presented  to 
the  House  of  Oonunons,  setting  forth  "several  aggriev- 
ances  and  oppressions  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
colony  of  New  York  in  America."  The  records  do  not  con- 
tain a  copy  of  the  memorial. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  the  Assembly  agreed  to  a 
report  of  a  committee,  declaring  the  memorial  to  be  a 
"  false,  malicious  and  scandalous  paper,  reflecting  upon  the 
Governor  and  government,  and  the  whole  constitution  of 
the  colony,  and  of  pernicious  consequence;"  thanking  the 
Governor  for  communicating  the  memorial  to  the  Assem- 
bly, requesting  him  to  try  to  find  the  author  of  the 
memorial,  and  to  inform  the  Indians  that  ' '  we  utterly 
abhor  and  detest  that  suggestion  in  the  said  paper  or  libel, 
of  reducing  tiie  Indians  by  force  and  possessing  their 
lands;  for  the  steadiness  of  those  Indians,  to  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain,  all  the  last  war  with  France,  it  is  that  "we 
owe  in  a  great  measure,  our  present  security." 

October  4.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Governor  a 
formal  address  relative  to  the  memorial,  to  whidi  the  Gov- 
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emor  replied  by  expressing  the  hope  that  the  memorial 
woald  not  have  any  ill  effect  at  home,  and  said  he  would 
take  effectual  care  it  should  not  make  any  ill  impressions 
on  the  Indians. 

October  31.  Recommending  the  appointment  of  proper 
persons  to  ran  the  division  line  between  New  York  and 
New  Jersey. 

Novembier  9.  Transmitting  a  commnnication  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  containing  a 
complaint  by  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  "  deamess  of  goods," 
becaase  they  were  immediately  transported  to  Canada,  and 
requesting  that  the  trade  from  Canada  be  stopped. 

December  23.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  15th 
of  April,  1718. 


1T18.    MAT.    SBVEHTEBHTH  ASSEHBLT,  FIFTH  SESSIOH. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

After  several  adjournments  from  December  23,  1717,  the 
Assembly  met  on  the  27th  of  May,  1718,  and  chose  a 
Speaker,  Robert  Livingston,  in  place  of  William  NicoU, 
who  was  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  illness.  The  G-ov- 
ernor  did  not  deliver  a  formal  speech,  but  suggested  that 
the  Assembly  proceed  with  pending  business,  and  said  he 
would  communicate  with  them  after  receiving  information 
which  was  expected  from  Europe. 

The  same  day  two  communications  were  received  from 
Ambrose  Philips  agent  of  the  colony  at  the  court  of  Great 
Britain. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  26.  Requesting  a  conference  committee  on  the 
Mulford  affair.  This  committee  made  a  report  which  was 
agreed  to  on  the  2d  of  July,  but  the  journal  does  not  con- 
tain the  text  of  it. 
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July  3.  Transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Lords 
of  Trade  containing  inatructions  to  the  Governor  requir- 
ing the  roy&i  approval  of  any  bill  affecting  trade  or  ship- 
ping before  it  conld  take  effect.* 

July  3.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  September  16, 
1718. 


1718.    SEFTBHBEa.    SEVENTSKlTrH  ASSEHBLT,  SIXTH  SESSIOIT. 


ROBERT  HUNTER.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  16th  of  Sep- 
teml)er,  but  no  bnsiness  was  transacted  until  the  24th,  when 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  Having  received  from  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners for  Trade  some  objections  against  the  acts  for 
settling  a  revenue  for  support  of  government,  I  judged  it 
also  lately  necessary  that  you  should  meet  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  to  provide  proper  remedies  for  such  mat- 
ters contained  in  those  acts  as  have  in  the  meantime 
obstructed  their  Lordships'  recommendation  of  them  to 
his  Majesty  for  his  approbation,  and  may,  if  not  remedied, 
lay  them  under  the  necessity  of  laying  them  before  him  for 
his  disallowance,  which,  as  it  would  be  of  dangerous  con- 
sequence to  the  credit  and  interest  of  this  colony,  so  I  am 
persuaded  it  would  be  no  very  agreeable  task  to  their 
Lordships  who  have  its  interests  and  prosperity  so  much 
at  heart,  as  it  will  appear  from  their  own  words  whidi 
are  these: 

IThii  Hubject  was  referred  to  again  by  the  Governor  in  hia  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  aeeiion,  when  an  act,  chap.  36S,  wan  passed  October  16, 
I71S,  explaining  several  proTisious  in  previous  revenue  laws. 
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"We  have  considered  the  revenue  act  and  have  some 
objections  to  it,  particularly  it  affects  the  shipping  and 
navigation  of  this  Kingdom  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
paper  of  objections;  however,  we  would  not  lay  it  before 
his  Majesty  to  be  repealed,  because  you  say  the  repealing 
it  would  ruin  the  trade  of  the  Province.  You  must,  there- 
fore, move  the  Assembly  to  pass  a  new  act  not  liable  to  the 
said  objections,  otherwise  we  shall  be  obliged  to  lay  this 
act  before  his  Majesty  for  his  disallowance,  for  no  acts  are 
to  be  passed  in  the  plantations  whereby  the  shipping  and 
navigatioQ  of  this  Kingdom  are  affected,  as  you  will  see 
more  particularly  by  his  Majesty's  additional  instruction 
to  you  of  the  27th  of  September  last.  "We  have  the  like 
objections,  which  are  also  here  enclosed,  to  the  act  to  oblige 
all  vessels  trading  to  this  colony  (except  such  as  are 
therein  excepted)  to  pay  a  certain  duty,  etc,  passed  in 
September,  1716,  and  for  the  same  reasons  we  must  desire 
you  to  get  a  new  act  passed  not  liable  to  these  objections." 

The  paper  containing  these  objections  I  shall  lay  before 
you,  and  earnestly  entreat  your  immediate  attention  to  the 
application,  also  proper  remedies.  At  the  same  time  I 
must  put  you  in  mind  that  in  the  next  year,  which  is  the 
last  of  your  revenue  act,  it  will  prove  very  deficient  as  waa 
observed  at  the  time  it  passed,  so  that  this  may  be  a  very 
proper  juncture  by  a  new  act  for  that  purpose  to  remove 
all  just  objections,  guard  against  that  deficiency,  and  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's 
government  here.^ 

The  season  of  the  year  calls  for  dispateh  and  the  case 
cannot  admit  of  delay,  and  I  cannot  easily  persuade  my- 
self that  an  Assembly  which  has  all  along  had  and  has 
given  conspicuous  marks  of  a  hearty  zeal  for  his  Majesty 
and  sincere  regard  to  his  service,  and  has  given  such  kind 
repeated  proofs  of  their  entire  satisfaction  with  my  admin- 
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istration,  will  hesitate  in  what  is  now  recommended  to 
them  which  so  nearly  concerns  the  interest  of  those  whom 
you  represent  as  well  as  that  of  the  government. 

RO:  HUNTEB. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  9.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  and 
promising  to  use  his  utmost  endeavors  for  the  welfare  of 
the  colony. 

October  14.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Governor 
an  address  inforEoing  him  that  a  sloop  and  her  cargo  be- 
longing to  the  mayor  of  New  York  had  been  unlawfully 
sMzed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  requesting  the  Governor's 
aid  in  procuring  a  restitution  of  the  property.  The  Gov- 
ernor replied  that  he  would  "represent  their  desires  as 
effectually  as  he  could  to  his  Majesty." 

October  16.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  1719. 


1719.    APRIL.    SEVEIfTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  SEVEHTH  SESSIOM. 


ROBERT  HUNTER,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  7th  of  April. 
After  several  adjournments,  and  the  transaction  of  some 
business  of  minor  importance,  the  Assembly  on  the  2$th 
received  the  following  speech  in  writing  from  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  was  indisposed,  and  for  that  reason,  sent  the 
speech  by  the  deputy  secretary.  This  is  the  first  instance 
in  which  the  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session  was  not 
delivered  by  the  Governor  in  person. 


! 
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OPENING  SPEECH, 

Gentlemen.—  My  present  state  of  health  obliges  me  to 
Bend  in  writing  what  I  had  to  recommend  to  yon  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  to-day.  I  was  solicitous  that  you 
should  meet  at  this  time  that  we  might  be  in  a  readiness  to 
pat  in  execution  such  orders  as  his  Majesty  might  think 
necessary  to  send  us  in  relation  to  the  just  and  necessary 
war  he  has  declared  against  Spain.  The  ship  which  prob- 
ably brings  these  orders  is  not  yet  arrived,  but  is  hourly 
expected.  The  news  you  have  had  of  that  enemy's  de- 
signed attempt  apon  the  Kingdom  of  IreUtnd  will  easily 
persuade  you  that  how  improbable  so  ever  an  enterprise 
of  the  like  nature  upon  these  parts  may  appear  to  be,  it 
is  not  impossible,  especially  considering  the  daily  reports 
of  their  equipping  of  ships  of  war  in  their  American  ports. 
Fury  and  resentment  may  carry  them  thither^  where  they 
think  they  may  do  the  greatest  and  cheapest  damage. 

I  look  upon  the  militia  with  the  regular  force  we  have 
to  be  a  sufficient  guard  to  the  Province.  Bat  I  think  that 
for  the  better  defence  of  this  city,  there  is  a  necessity  of 
renewing  and  repairing  the  two  low  batteries  at  the 
entrance  of  this  haven,  which  are  entirely  ruined  by  the 
injuries  of  time  and  tempests.  For  that  purpose  I  desire 
you  would  prepare  a  bill  for  the  defraying  that  expense, 
and  if  you  think  fit  in  the  meantime  to  pass  a  vote  of 
credit  for  that  use,  I  shall  set  to  work  immediately  that  no 
time  may  be  lost. 

In  the  next  place,  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  inform 
yourselves  from  your  Treasurer  and  the  officers,  of  the 
present  state  of  the  revenue  that  you  may  in  time  provide 
for  the  deficiency  in  these  funds  in  this  ensuing  last  year 
of  their  date  which  was  foreseen,  and  I  doubt  yon  will  find 
it  to  be  oonsiderable,  as  well  as  the  ways  and  means  for  the 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


188  Mbssages  fboh  thb  Gotebnob. 

future  support  of  bis  Majesty's  government  here,  toward 
which  yon  have  ever  shown  the  warmest  zeal  and  afEection.' 

The  late  attempt  of  some  wicked  men  to  counterfeit  your 
bills  of  credit  I  hope  is  in  a  great  measure  disappointed 
by  the  early  discovery  and  the  flight  of  the  persons  guilty 
in  all  appearance,  for  the  finding  out  and  securing  of  whom 
I  have  used  all  possible  diligence.  I  submit  it  to  you 
whether  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  pass  a  law  forbidding 
the  currency  of  all  bills  above  a  certain  value,  which  shall 
be  pasted  on  the  back  side,  after  a  certain  time  fixed,  by 
which  time  the  Treasurer  may  change  true  bills  so  pasted 
with  others,  which  he>is  to  sink,  for  this  counterfeit  is  con- 
cealed by  the  means  of  such  pasting,  as  these  false  bills 
will  convince  yoa. 

Yau  know  that  the  time  approaches  when  your  country 
affairs  will  require  your  recess.  That  will  induce  you  to 
give  all  due  dispatch  to  business  before  yon.  I  shall 
acquaint  you  from  time  to  time  what  occurs  to  me  which 
may  be  necessary  for  your  consideration. 

RO:  HUNTER. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  30.  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Assembly's 
address. 

May  4.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade 
relative  to  the  "  abuse  of  pitch  and  tar  transported  from 
this  Province  to  Great  Britain." 

May  22.  Transmitting  a  bond  executed  by  Gilbert  Liv- 
ingston and  Francis  Harrison,  farmers  of  the  exdse. 

June  9.  Recommending  that  provision  be  made  for  a 
second  judge. 

June  16.  From  the  Council,  recommending  repairs  to 
the  New  York  custom  house. 


1  A  general  act,  chap.  366,  was  passed  June  24th  for  the  support  of  gorem- 
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Jtme  24.  Tbe  two  houses  being  in  joint  session  for  the 
consideration  of  biUs,  the  Governor  said : 

"  I  have  now  sent  for  yon,  that  you  may  be  witnesses  to 
my  assent  to  the  acts,  passed  by  the  Q-eneral  Assembly  in 
this  session.  I  hope  that  what  remains  unfinished  may  be 
perfected  by  to-morrow,  when  I  intend  to  put  a  close  to  this 


I  take  this  opportunity,  also,  to  acquaint  you  that  my 
late  uncertain  state  of  health,  the  care  of  my  little  family, 
and  my  private  affairs  on  the  other  side,  have  at  last  deter- 
mined me  to  make  use  of  that  license  of  absence,  which  has 
been  some  time  ago  so  graciously  granted  me ;  but  with  a 
firm  resolution  to  return  to  you  again,  if  it  ia  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  that  I  should  do  so.  But  if  that  proves  otherwise, 
I  assure  you  that  whilst  I  live  I  shall  be  watchful  and  indus- 
trious to  promote  the  interest  and  welfare  of  this  country, 
of  which  I  think  1  am  under  the  strongest  obligations  for 
the  future  to  account  myself  a  countryman. 

I  look  with  pleasure  on  the  present  quiet  and  flourish- 
ing: state  of  the  people  here,  whilst  I  reflect  on  that  in 
which  I  found  them  at  my  arrival.  As  the  very  name  of 
party  or  faction  seems  to  be  forgot,  may  it  ever  lie  buried 
in  oblivion,  and  no  strife  ever  happen  among  you ;  but  that 
laudable  emulation  who  shall  approve  himself  the  most 
zealous  servant  and  most  dutiful  subject  to  the  best  of 
Princes,  and  most  useful  member  of  a  well  established  and 
flourishing  community;   of  which  you,   Gentlemen,  have 

g'ven  a  happy  example,  which  I  hope  will  be  followed  by 
iture  Assemblies.    I  mention  it  to  your  honor,  and  without 
ingratitude  and  breach  of  duty,  I  could  do  no  less." 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  presented  the  following  ad- 
dress to  Governor  Hunter: 

"  When  we  reflect  upon  your  past  conduct,  your  just, 
mild  and  tender  administration,  it  heightens  the  concern  we 
have  for  your  departure,  and  makes  our  grief  such  as 
words  cannot  truly  express. 

You  have  governed  well  and  wisely,  like  a  prudent 
magistrate,  like  an  affectionate  parent,  and  wherever  you 
go,  and  to  whatever  station  (he  divine  Providence  shall 
please  to  assign  yon,  our  sincere  desires  and  prayers  for  the 
happiness  of  you  and  yours,  sliall  always  attend  yon. 
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We  have  seen  many  Governors,  and  may  see  more;  and 
as  none  of  those  who  had  the  honor  to  serve  in  your  station 
were  ever  so  justly  fixed  in  the  aflfectious  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  so  those  to  come  will  acquire  do  mean  reputation^ 
when  it  can  be  truly  said  of  them,  their  conduct  haa  been 
like  yours. 

We  thankfully  accept  the  honor  you  do  us  in  calling 
yourself  our  countryman;  give  us  leave  then,  to  desire  that 
you  will  not  forget  this  is  your  country,  and  (if  you  can) 
make  haste  to  return  to  it. 

But  if  the  service  of  our  sovereign  will  not  admit  of 
what  we  so  earnestly  desire,  and  his  commands  deny  us 
that  happiness,  permit  us  to  address  you  as  our  friend,  and 
give  us  your  assistance  when  we  are  oppressed  with  an 
administration  the  reverse  of  yours." 

Jirne  25.  Governor  Hunter  adjourned  the  Assembly  to 
the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1720. 


irao.  ocTWBR.  setentebhth  assbmblt.  biohth  session. 

WILLIAM   BURNET,  Governor. 

July  13,  1719,  Governor  Hunter  transferred  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony  to  Peter  Schuyler,  President  of  the 
Council,  and  soon  afterwards  sailed  for  England.  Prrai- 
dent  Schuyler  adjourned  the  Assembly  frcmi  time  to  time, 
until  the  arrival  of  Governor  Burnet.  The  new  Governor's 
commission  was  dated  June  24,  1720.  He  arrived  in  the 
colony  in  due  season,  and  published  his  commission  and 
took  the  oath  of  oflSce  the  17th  of  September.  He  was  also 
appointed  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Assembly  met  again  October  13,  1720,  and  on  that 
day  Governor  Burnet  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  I  am  folly  sensible  of  my  unfitness  to  fill 
the  room  of  my  incomparable  predecessor  and  to  meet 
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genUemen  who  have  for  some  years  been  near  witnesses  of 
his  wise  and  worthy  administration. 

I  coald  not  recover  my  uneasiness  on  this  head,  were 
there  not  many  happy  circumstances  to  relieve  me.  I 
serve  the  best  Prince  that  ever  was,  from  whom  I  may 
depend  on  the  most  gracious  acceptance  of  my  unworthy 
services. 

I  succeed  a  gentleman  who  left  this  Province  in  a  flourish- 
ing state,  and  is  still  ready  to  take  care  of  its  Interest, 
which  his  Majesty's  favor  and  the  general  regard  shown 
him  at  home  will  give  him  great  opportunities  of  doing, 
and  which  in  the  most  affectionate  terms  to  his  people  and 
to  myself  he  has  heartily  undertaken. 

I  meet  a  Coimcil  and  Assembly  who  concurred  with  him 
and  assisted  him  in  those  great  and  good  measures  that 
are  now  completely  confirmed  by  his  Majesty,  which  have 
been  so  effectual  to  settle  the  peace  and  public  credit  of  this  ' 
Province,  and  are  so  much  of  the  same  nature  with  t^ose 
glorious  and  successful  methods  so  lately  taken  by  the 
l^slature  of  Great  Britain  for  payment  of  all  the  public 
debts  by  increasing  the  cirenlatiou  of  paper  credit. 

Upon  the  whole,  when  I  consider  the  present  state  of 
affairs  and  compare  it  with  the  distracted  and  unsettled 
posture  in  which  my  predecessor  found  them,  I  be^u  to 
flatter  myself  that  my  task  will  be  much  easier,  my  assist- 
ance much  greater  than  be  met  with  at  his  first  coming. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Assembly,— After  such  proofs  of 
your  care  of  credit  and  the  support  of  government,  I  have 
no  room  left  to  donbt  of  your  finding  an  immediate  and 
effectual  remedy  for  the  great  deficiency  of  the  present 
revenue,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  judge  if  it  is  not  time  to  make  a 
farther  provision  for  the  support  of  government,  since  the 
present  act  will  expire  in  July  next.' 


1  ProriBion  for  the  support  of  garemmeiit  was  made  by  an  &ct,  eh&p.  39S, 
pmnit  Norember  19th.    The  ket  was  to  continue  in  force  six  yeftra. 
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And  this  I  am  commaQded  by  Ms  Majesty  to  recommend 
to  your  earnest  consideration.  In  providing  a  revenue  for 
a  reasonable  term  you  will  show  your  opinion  of  t^ose 
employed  by  his  Majesty  among  you,  and  above  all  give 
the  best  proof  of  your  thankfulness  to  his  Majesty  for  bis 
most  gracious  care  of  your  continuance  by  his  late  com- 
mands signified  by  Mr.  Secretary  Craggs  to  the  President 
of  the  Coimcil,  that  you  be  not  dissolved  nor  suffered  to 
dissolve  for  want  of  due  prorogation. 

.  I  come  now  to  an  affair  of  the  last  importance  to  your- 
selves and  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  what  I  thought 
my  duty  to  recommend  to  your  care  without  loss  of  time, 
the  present  condition  of  the  frontier.  I  must  believe  tiiat 
whilst  you  approve  yourselves  loyal  to  his  Majesty  and 
just  to  one  another  in  paying  the  public  debts,  yon  will  not 
neglect  that  first  principle  of  nature,  self  preservation.  It 
is  no  less  that  comes  now  before  you  than  whether  you  will 
suffer  the  Province  to  He  open  to  the  first  attempt  the 
French  shall  think  fit  to  make  against  it.  This  must  be  the 
case  if  we  look  on  patiently  and  see  them  advancing  every 
day  further  into  our  country,  building  trading  houses  in 
the  main  passes  belonging  to  it,  seducing  munbers  of  our 
Indians  to  live  among  them,  setting  others  on  expeditions 
against  those  who  depend  on  a  neighboring  British  colony, 
and  spreading  false  and  scandalous  reports  among  the 
Five  Nations  in  order  to  draw  them  off  their  allegiance  to 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

This  is  the  substance  of  our  best  and  freshest  advices 
from  those  parts,  and  what  the  most  trusty  of  our  Indians 
have  communicated  to  us,  imploring  onr  immediate  help  to 
prevent  their  nations  from  falling  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  the  French,  of  which  we  know  the  fatal  consequence. 
Now  if  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  we  find  the  French 
using  such  arts  and  by  their  new  settlement  on  Mississippi, 
give  us  just  reason  to  apprehend  a  dangerous  increase  of 
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their  power,  can  we  be  so  mnch  wanting  to  onrselves  as  to 
lose  a  moment  in  providing  for  onr  own  security  t 

"We  inay  yet  do  what  I  hope  will  be  effectual  by  repairing 
our  forts,  which  are  now  in  a  total  decay,  building  new  ones 
where  it  shall  be  found  necessary,'  putting  our  militia  in 
the  beat  condition  for  service,'  using  onr  utmost  endeavor 
to  establish  onr  interest  with  the  Indians,  and  preventing 
any  trade  on  this  side  that  may  be  destructive  to  the  public* 

Thus  without  any  imputation  of  violating  the  peace  with 
France  on  our  part,  we  may  be  secure  in  all  events  against 
a  nation  whose  practices  among  us  have  had  a  constant 
view  to  their  own  ambition  and  our  ruin. 

GsNTLBMEN.— "We  live  in  the  happiest  of  times;  our 
mother  country,  Great  Britain,  flourishes  beyond  what  was 
ever  known  before,  in  wealth,  power  and  glory.  We  may 
ascribe  it  to  a  blessing  that  attends  such  national  virtues 
as  public  spirit  and  public  faith,  in  which  she  has  outshined 
all  her  neighbors. 

s  An  «ct,  chap.  397,  ma  passed  November  IQth,  proriding  for  the  ereetion 
and  repair  of  fortifications  on  the  frontier.    The  preamble  recites  that; 

"  The  French  of  Canada  have  hv  ill  arte  and  craftjr  Insinuations  so  tar  gained 
npoB  some  of  the  nations  of  the  Indians  inhabiting  in  and  bordering  upon 
this  Province  as  to  be  admitted  to  build  a  trading  house  or  fortincation 
aotong  the  said  Indians  at  a  place  called  Niagara  or  Yasera,  within  this 
Province,  which  is  not  onlj'  in  contempt  of  his  Uajestj  and  bis  Toyt.\  dignity 
and  Imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  tends  to  render  the  said  Indians 
wavering  In  their  faith  and  allegiance  and  will  If  not  demolished  awe  the 
said  In£ans  into  a  subjection  and  dependence  on  tbe  said  French,  withdraw 
them  from  thefr  duty  and  obedienoe  to  his  royal  Majesty,  and  with  them  a 
great  tract  of  territory  now  and  heretofore  in  the  possession,  and  of  right 
btlonglnjc  to  his  said  Majesty  as  a  part  of  his  territory  and  dominion  of 
Kew  York  in  America." 

At  the  next  session,  July  1,  1721,  the  Speaker  presented  "a  translation 
from  the  French,  of  a  memprlal  of  wha{  paased  concerning  the  establishment 
of  »  post  which  the  French  have  built  at  Niagara  for  the  trade  of  peltiy." 
The  retnrda  do  not  contain  a  eapj  of  the  memorial. 

S  An  act,  chap.  385,  pasaed  November  lEKh,  revised  and  continued  the 
militia  act  of  1708. 

4 November  IQth,  an  act  was  passed,  chap.  302,  "for  the  encouragement 
ef  the  Indian  trade  and  rendering  It  more  beneficial  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
thia  ProviBce,  and  for  prohibiting  the  seUing  of  Indian  goods  to  the  French." 

13 
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The  glorious  revolntion  began  by  King  William  of  im- 
mortal memory  has  now  after  many  atniggles  and  dangers 
received  its  finishing  stroke  and  atmost  perfection,  and 
seems  now  secured  beyond  the  reach  of  anything  but  envy. 

The  present  age  cannot  be  happier  than  under  a  Prince 
so  admired  and  beloved  as  bis  Majesty,  nor  posterity  have 
a  fairer  prospeot  than  from  the  next  heir  to  the  Crown,  and 
the  whole  illustrious  line  after  him. 

These  blessings  reach  us,  though  in  a  lower  and  remoter 
sphere,  and  as  Qreat  Britain  is  an  example  to  other  na- 
tions, we  have  advantages  that  if  we  improve  will  make  xa 
a  pattern  to  other  colonies. 

W.  BUENET. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  21.  The  Assembly  having  received  information 
that  a  warrant  for  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  had  been 
issued  to  Governor  Hunter  —  four  hundred  pounds  to  be 
used  for  presents  to  the  Indiana,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  for  his  expenses  in  going  to  Albany,  to  negotiate 
with  the  Indians,  and  that  he  had  left  the  colony  without 
performing  the  service  —  requested  tiie  Governor  to  pro- 
cure the  cancellation  of  the  warrant.  The  Governor  re- 
ferred the  matter  to  Governor  Hunter's  agents,  who  re- 
ported that  a  receipt  had  been  given  for  the  warrant,  and 
suggested  that  it  should  not  be  cancelled  without  proper 
indemnity.  It  appeared  on  further  investigation  that  Gov- 
ernor Hunter  had  in  fact  sent  a  large  quantity  of  supplies 
to  Albany  to  be  used  as  presents  to  the  Indians. 

October  24.  Transmitting  an  account  of  the  fanners  of 
the  excise.' 

B  November  19tb,  itii  act  iraa  paued,  chap.  387,  appoIntEng  eommiisloiien 
In  th«  MTeral  oountie*,  cfaugcd  with  tlu  duty  of  fanning  out  tba  exdM 


D.qilizMb,G00>^le 


William  BtmiTBT,  1721.  195 

October  27.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address, 
saying  he  was  "  very  happy  on  bis  first  entrance  upon  the 
government,  to  find  in  them  so  much  affection  and  loyalty 
to  his  Majesty,  so  good  a  disposition  to  him,  and  so  laack 
unanimity  among  themselves." 

November  4.  AsBuring  the  Assembly,  in  response  to  its 
request,  that  he  would  endeavor  to  bring  to  a  speedy  deter- 
mination the  matter  relating  to  Samuel  Heath,  tbe  deputy 
weighmaster. 

November  19.  After  approving  certain  bills,  the  Gov- 
ernor said : 

*'  The  cheerfulness  you  have  shown  in  providing  for  a 
support  of  government,  justly  recommends  you  to  his 
Majesty's  favor,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  represent. 

Your  care  of  tiie  frontier,  and  to  prevent  a  trade  so  dan- 
gerous to  tbe  safety  of  the  Province,  entitles  you  to  the 
love  of  your  countrymen,  and  your  confidence  in  me,  will 
make  me  impatient  to  meet  so  good  an  Assembly  again." 

Tbe  Assembly  was  then  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday 
in  March,  1721. 


1721.    HAT.    SBTXHTEENIH  ASSEHBLT,  lONTH  8BSS10H. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday 
in  March,  1721,  but  was  continued  from  time  to  time  (some 
of  the  proclamations  being  issued  while  the  Governor  was 
in  New  Jersey)  until  the  16th  of  May,  when  the  regular 
business  of  the  session  was  begun.  On  the  19th,  the  Gov- 
ernor delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbktlehbit. — It  must  always  be  a  pleasure  to  meet  an 

Assembly  that  have  acted  with  so  much  unanimity  and  dis- 
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patch  in  the  service  of  the  public,  and  have  at  the  same 
time  shown  a  due  regard  to  the  goTemment  and  a  tender 
care  of  the  (^edit,  ease  and  safety  of  the  colony. 

This  conduct  makes  you  worthy  to  represent  such  a 
flourishing  people,  and  gives  me  a  pecoliar  satisfaction  in 
finding  your  continuance  approved  at  home.^  I  shall  com^ 
mnnicate  to  you  the  letter  I  have  received  from  the  Lords 
of  Trade  on  that  and  some  other  matters,  and  shall  send 
you  what  papers  may  serve  to  inform  you  of  the  present 
stitc  of  the  frontiers^  and  the  continued  attempts  of  the 
French  against  this  Province.'  You  cannot  be  insensible 
of  the  dangerous  consequences  they  will  have  if  not  timely 
and  eflfectually  prevented. 

If  you  have  left  any  part  of  the  public  business  unfin- 
ished the  last  time  you  met,  you  will  now  I  hope  perfect  it, 
with  as  little  expense  of  time  as  possible.  I  shall  always 
give  you  opportunity  of  doing  everything  you  conceive  for 
the  benefit  of  your  country,  and  join  heartily  with  you  to 
the  utmost  of  my  ability  to  promote  the  common  good. 
W.  BURNET. 


1  Governor  Burnet,  in  k  letUr  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dAted  September  24, 
1720  (Col.  Doc  vol.  G,  p.  S73),  and  ag&ln  in  a,  letter  to  the  SecreUr?  of  State, 
dated  October  IT,  1720  (CoL  Doc.  toL  5,  p.  674),  recommended  the  oontinn- 
auce  of  the  existing  Awemblj',  which  had  been  chosen  and  had  held  Kveral 
Besslona  during  Governor  Hunter's  administration.  The  Lorde  of  Trade  in 
their  reply  to  these  eonuniinica.tionH,  dated  December  28,  1720  (Col.  Doo. 
vol.  5,  p.  683),  approved  the  continuance  of  the  Aaiemblj,  Baling  tliat  the 
practice  wu  "  exactly  conformable  to  that  in  Ireland,  where  one  parliament 
baa  subsisted  under  different  governors  since  hii  Majesty'B  accession,  to  the 
throne." 

IJuly  27th,  two  acts  were  passed  for  frontier  defence,  one,  chap.  403, 
relating  to  stockades  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  the  other,  chap.  40B, 
for  repairing  the  fortifications  at  Albany. 

8  An  act,  chap  406.  was  passed  July  27th,  appropriating  flve  hundred  pounds 
(or  presente  to  the  Indians,  for  the  tafefy  of  the  Provinee,  and  to  secure 
the  fldeli^  of  the  Five  Nations.. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 


May  20.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

May  23.  Transmitting  a  letter  frmn  the  Lords  of  Trade 
approving  the  continuance  of  the  Assembly;  also  trans- 
mitting papers  relating  to  the  frontier,  and  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Canada  to  Col.  Sdiuyler. 

June  2.  Approving  the  appointanent  by  the  Assembly 
of  Abraham  De  Peyster,  Jr.,  as  treasurer  of  the  colony. 

Jane  14.  Approving  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  andit  the  accounts  of  the  late  treasurer. 

Jane  30.  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  memorial 
from  the  Assembly  disclaiming  any  cont^npt  of  his 
Majesty's  authority  in  refusing  to  account  with  the  Audi- 
tor-(Jeneral,  who  it  seems  claimed  a  fee  of  five  per  cent  on 
all  revenues  collected,  which  fee  the  Assembly  thought  ex- 
traordinary and  burdensome. 

July  5.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Albany,  importing 
that  several  foreign  Indians  were  arrived  at  Albany  to 
trade,  and  that  more  were  expected. 

July  27.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  Tues- 
day in  October. 


1788.    HAT.    SSVBKTBSHTH  A5SBHBLT,  TENTH  8ES5B)H. 

WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  until  the  first  Tues- 
day in  October,  1721,  but  by  several  adjournments,  was  con- 
tinued until  the  29th  of  May,  1722.  The  Governor  oa  the 
Slst  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Oestlemen. — I  have  so  much  reason  to  expect  your 
ready  concurrence  in  everything  which  is  requwite  for  the 
public  service,  that  I  meet  you  with  a  cheerful  confidence 
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and  an  entire  dependence  on  your  making  effectual  all  yonr 
^/former  reBolutions  to  that  end,  and  year  coming  to  such 
new  ones  as  will  enable  me  to  carry  on  those  measures  od 
the  frontier  of  this  Province  whidi  I  have  begun  with  some 
success,  and  which  are  of  t^e  greatest  moment  for  yonr 
security.' 

I  have  now  for  a  long  time  waited  for  the  confirmation 
of  your  act  for  laying  two  per  cent  on  European  goods,  bat 
cannot  avoid  telling  you  not  only  that  it  is  not  con- 
firmed, but  by  my  best  advices  it  never  will  be,  and  the 
reason  is  not  hard  to  guess  when  the  legislature  at  home 
have  passed  a  law  to  give  a  premium  upon  the  exportation 
of  the  British  manufactures.  It  is  scarce  to  be  expected 
that  the  Crown  will  consent  to  a  .duty  on  those  very  manu- 
factures when  imported  into  the  plantations.  As  you  were 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  passing  this  act  formerly,  I 
can  have  no  doubt  of  your  readiness  to  find  other  ways  to 
provide  for  the  same  purposes  in  a  manner  that  will  prove 
real.'  There  is  another  expectation  from  the  act  of  the 
support  of  the  government  which  yon  will  find  has  not 
answered,  and  that  is  the  sinking  of  a  large  sum  of  bills  of 
credit  out  of  it,  which  is  so  far  from  being  possible  that 
the  revenue  will  not  even  answer  when  this  load  shall  be 
taken  off. 

I  depend,  therefore,  upon  your  care  to  provide  another 
way  to  sink  those  paper  bills.'    I  must  take  this  occasion 


lAn  act,  chap.  42T,  was  pABsed  at  the  next  BesBion,  NovembeT  I,  1722, 
appropriating  five  hundred  pounds  to  encourage  trade  with  the  Indians  and 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontier. 

3  An  act  had  been  paaaed  November  IB,  1720,  chap.  397,  imposing  a  dut; 
of  two  per  cent  an  all  European  goods  imported  into  the  colony.  The  As- 
semblj'  journal  shows  that  on  the  Z3d  of  October,  1722,  a  communication 
was  received  from  George  BamReld.  the  colony's  agent  in  London,  showiny 
hie  efTorts  to  procure  the  royal  assent  to  this  bill,  and  also  a  copy  of  a 
remonstrance  against  it  hy  London  merchants.  Julj  24,  1724,  the  Qorembr 
communicated  to  the  Assembly  the  King's  veto  of  this  bill. 

8  An  act,  chap.  421,  passed  July  7,  1722,  revived  and  continued  hills  ot 
credit  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  ounces  of  plate,  which  bj  the  ac*. 
mentioned  in  ths  Qovemor's  mesaage  were  to  be  sunk  and  destroyed. 
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to  recommend  it  to  you  to  inqnire  how  public  moneys  have 
been  managed  since  our  last  meeting,  and  whether  due 
care  has  been  taken  to  recover  all  the  arrears  due  to  the 
public,  and  to  apply  them  according  to  law,  and  whether 
due  obedience  has  yet  been  paid  to  my  orders  given  in 
Council  to  promote  that  service.* 

I  doubt  not  but  you  will  pay  a  due  deference  to  his 
Majesty's  commands  to  me  to  take  care  that  the  revenue 
be  accoimted  for  to  his  Majesty's  proper  officer,  of  which 
I  will  send  you  a  copy,  as  I  likewise  will  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  small  sum  given  last  year  for  the  service  of  the 
frontier  has  been  disposed  of,  that  yon  may  see  the  fru- 
gality with  which  it  has  been  managed. 

The  same  frugality  shall  be  observed  in  the  application 
of  whatever  smu  shall  be  now  given  for  the  like  services, 
and  for  the  erecting  and  maintaining  a  magazine  for 
powder,  of  which  you  all  know  the  necessity  for  the  safety 
of  this  flourishing  city. 

Gentlemen.—  I  hope  a  sincere  and  disinterested  love  of 
our  country  will  be  our  rule  in  all  oar  proceedings,  that 
all  private  views  and  indirect  measures  be  discountenanced, 
and  particularly  that  in  your  providing  for  the  pressing 
occasions  of  the  public  you  will  turn  your  thoughts  in  such 
manner  as  will  beet  suit  the  ease  and  general  inclination 
of  the  people,  and  tend  to  encourage  the  industry  and 
multiply  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province. 
I  shall  readily  join  as  far  as  I  am  able  in  any  laws  which 
you  can  think  for  the  benefit  of  this  colony,  and  shall 
always  have  the  greater  satisfaction  in  my  own  mind  and 
think  I  do  the  most  acceptable  service  to  my  sovereign, 
when  I  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people. 

W.  SUBNET. 


'An  act  to  recover  arrear*  of  duties,  chap.  424,  was  paaied  July  7,  1728. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  8.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  &e 
Council  relating  to  the  late  and  present  treasurer  of  the 
colony;  a  copy  of  the  part  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Carteret, 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State;  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
English  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury;  and  a  statement 
showing  the  disposition  of  the  five  hundred  pounds  appro- 
priated at  the  last  session  of  the  Assembly  for  presents 
to  the  Indians. 

June  13.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  "  relating  to  the  trade  sup- 
posed to  be  clandestinely  carried  on  by  some  persons  at 
Albany,  with  the  French  at  Canada."  The  Assembly,  act- 
ing on  this  letter,  requested  the  Governor  not  to  grant 
"  any  paBS  to  any  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  go  to 
Canada,  unless  upon  great  and  urgent  necessity  of  the  pub- 
lic affairs.'*' 

June  14.  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  two  addresses 
from  the  Assembly. 

June  15.  Presenting  letters  from  Peter  Schuyler,  Jr., 
and  Thomas  Wildman. 

June  22.  Transmitting  a  petition  from  Philip  liv- 
ingston.  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs,  requesting  the  pay- 
ment of  his  salary. 

June  29.  The  Assembly,  having  requested  a  recess  until 
after  harvest,  the  Governor  replied  that  he  could  not  grant 
the  request  without  neglecting  the  public  service;  that  very 
extraordinary  business  required  him  to  meet  the  Indians 
at  Albany  "  in  the  end  of  August,"  and  the  success  of  that 
negotiation  depended  in  a  great  measure  on  the  Assembly's 
providing  for  the  service  of  the  frontier  and  the  trade  with 
the  far  Indians,  to  which  end,  there  was  a  trading  house 


BAn  act  to  prevent  eUndeatlne  tnde  with  tlie  Franeh,  chap,  425, 
passed  July  7tb. 
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actually  building  near  the  Lake  Cadaracqui,  in  the  Seneca's 
country,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  uimecesaary  delay 
in  maVing  provision  for  that  enterprise.    (See  note  1.) 

June  30.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  would  con- 
sider its  request  for  a  statement  of  the  expense  for  secur- 
ing the  frontier.  On  the  3d  of  July,  the  Q-ovemor  made 
a  formal  reply  to  this  request,  in  which  he  said: 

"As  the  security  of  this  Frontier  depends  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  fidelity  of  the  Five  Nations  to  this  Govern- 
ment, the  moat  numerons  of  which,  the  Seneka's,  are  at  a 
great  distance  from  our  Christian  settlements,  and  are  con- 
tinually solicited  by  the  French  to  quit  our  interest  and 
embrace  theirs,  His  Excellency  conceives  the  most  frugal 
and  effectual  method  to  keep  them  in  their  allegiance,  as 
well  as  to  preserve  and  increase  our  trade  with  the  far 
Indians,  is  to  have  a  fixed  trading  honae  established  among 
the  said  Senekas,  and  to  encourage  such  a  company  to  settle 
among  them  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  entertara  a  constant 
amity  and  familiarity  with  that  Nation,  and  take  all 
methods,  requisite  to  invite  the  Nations  to  trade  with  this 
Province  and  to  keep  a  constant  intercourse  with  the  city 
of  Albany." 

The  Governor  recommended  that  a  company  of  twelve 
men  be  provided  for  this  purpose,  besides  interpreters  and 
smiths,  and  that  eight  hundred  pounds  be  appropriated  for 
salaries  and  expenses.    (See  note  1.) 

July  7.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  last  Tues- 
day in  September. . 


1728.    OCTOBES.    SETEHTEEIITH   ASSBHBLT,  ELSTEXTH   SESSIOK. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

At  the  close  of  the  preceding  session  the  Assembly  was 
adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  September,  1722,  but 
did  not  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business  until  the  1st 
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of  October.  No  formal  speech  was  delivered  at  this  seB- 
sion,  but  on  the  second,  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the 
Assembly  the  following  papers: 

"An  answer  from  the  Honorable  Horatio  Walpole,  Esq. 
auditor  General  of  his  Majesty's  pleintations,  to  a  repre- 
sentation of  this  Honse  to  his  ExceUency,  relating  to  the 
auditing  of  the  moneys  raised  for  the  civil  govemm^it  of 
this  Province,  dated  the  17th  of  January,  1721-2. 

A  letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  to  his  Excellency,  npon 
the  same  subject;  dated  28th  of  April,  1722. 

Copy  of  a  memorial  from  Archibald  Kennedy,  Esq.,  to 
the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lord  Carteret,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  relating  to  bedding,  and 
other  stores  for  his  Majesty's  four  independent  companies, 
posted  in  this  Province. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  to  the 
Eight  Honorable  the  Lord  Carteret  in  answer  thereto,  dated 
the  17th  of  April,  1722. 

A  letter  from  the  Lord  Carteret  to  his  Excellency,  npon 
the  same  subject,  dated  the  26th  of  April,  1722. 

Copy  of  Captain  Henry  Holland's  petition  to  his 
Majesty;  claiming  an  arrear  due  to  him  of  five  hundred 
twenty-one  pounds  and  sixteen  shillings,  as  gunner  to  the 
fort  of  Albany. 

A  letter  from  the  Lord  Carteret  to  his  Excellency,  upon 
the  said  petition;  dated  the  31st  of  August,  1722. 

The  memorial  of  Captain  Philip  Schuyler,  to  his  Excel- 
lency and  Council,  for  repairing  the  Fort  at  Schenectady, 
and  the  necessity  of  a  small  honse  to  be  erected  for  secur- 
ing the  powder  for  the  use  of  the  said  Fort. 

The  account  of  Cornelius  Cuyler's  charges  for  his 
journey  to  Canada  as  express,  in  June  and  July  last,  to 
carry  his  Excellency's  proclamation  for  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects residing  there,  to  return,  entitled  The  Province  of 
New  York  debtor ;  amounting  to  thirty  pounds, 

A  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  to 
his  Excellency  that  they  would  build  two  wooden  houses, 
for  accommodating  the  Indians  coming  to  trade  at  Albany, 
when  the  Indians  there  were  gone,  dated  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember last 
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An  account  of  the  materials  neoeesar7  to  repair  the 
Fort  at  Albany,  and  the  labor  compnted  at  fifty  pounds. ' ' 

SPECIAL  MESSA.GES. 

October  6.  The  AsBembly  journal  contains  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  His  Excellency,  our  Governor,  having  by  Col.  Provoost 
sent  for  the  perusal  and  consideration  of  this  House  the 
93d  and  94th  articles  of  his  Majesty's  iustructions  to  him, 
regulating  the  quotas  of  men  or  money  to  be  furnished  by 
the  several  colonies,  in  case  our  frontier  should  be  invaded, 
and  upon  invasion  of  the  neighboring  plantations,  to  aid 
and  assist  tbem  in  the  best  manner,  and  as  the  condition  and 
safety  of  this  government  will  permit ;  as  also  a  letter  to 
him  from  Col.  Samuel  Shute,  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  &C.  in  New  England,  dated  the  let  of  Sep- 
tember last,  making  a  demand  oomformable  to  the  said 
repartition,  by  reason  of  the  war  he  had  declared  against 
the  Eastern  ^dians.  And  the  House  having  duly  consid- 
ered of  both,  came  to  the  following  resolutions  thereon,  viz. 

That  they  are  sensibly  touched  and  grieved  at  the  bar- 
barone  and  cruel  war  their  good  neighbors  of  New  England 
are  engaged  in  with  the  said  Indians ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  circumstances  of  this  colony  is  so  far  from  being 
able  to  afford  them  the  aid  and  assistance  their  disposition 
would  incline  them  to,  if  they  were  in  a  condition.  That  by 
the  «"HTifl1  and  constant  charge  to  secure  our  Five  Nations 
of  Indians  in  the  British  interest,  maintaining  and  repair- 
ing the  forts  and  fortifications  on  our  frontiers,  the  great 
cbarge  in  supporting  this  government,  and  the  lessening 
&.e  heavy  debts  it  labors  under,  that  even  this  session,  they 
have  been  obliged  to  burthen  its  inhabitants  with  sever^ 
large  taxes. 

That  the  colony  being  thus  circumstanced,  this  House 
is  greatly  pleased  that  his  Excellency,  at  his  late  treaty 
wi&  the  Five  Nations  at  Albany,  has  enjoined  and  engaged 
them  to  depute  one  out  of  each  Nation  to  go  to  the  said 
Eastern  Indians,  and  to  threaten  them  in  the  name  of  their 
prindpals,  that  they  will  make  war  upon  them,  in  case  they 
do  not  strike  up  a  peace  with  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  New 
England,  and  tiiose  deputies  being  actually  gone  upon  that 
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message,  accompanied  with  a  Christian,  this  House  hopea 
it  will  have  a  happy  effect,  which  they  are  the  more  inclin- 
able to  believe,  because  the  like  measures  being  used  by  this 
government,  aJ>out  the  year  1675,  did  very  much  contribute 
to  finish  a  more  cruel  war  (commonly  called  King  Philip's 
War)  wherein  New  England,  was  tlien  engaged  with  the 
Indians. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  desire  his  Excellency  to 
communicate  the  sentiments  of  this  House  to  Col.  Shute, 
and  that  he  will  at  the  same  time  acquaint  him  that  the 
present  state  of  this  colony  does  altogether  deprive  thran 
of  the  means  to  aid  them  at  this  time,  however  well  dis- 
posed they  may  be  to  do  it." 

October  18.  From  the  Counral,  proposing  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  compare  and  examine  the  acts  passed  since  Gov- 
ernor Burnet's  arrival  in  the  colony. 

November  1.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  1723. 


1TS3.    KAT.    SETEHTSBITTH  ASSSHBIT,  TWELFTH  SBSSIOH. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

The  session  was  opened  on  the  8th  of  May,  and  on  the 
14th,  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlehgn. — The  unanimity  and  mntnal  confidence  that 
have  appeared  in  our  former  meetings,  and  the  general 
tranquility  that  is  observable  through  the  whole  Province, 
leave  me  little  room  to  apprehend  mischiefs  arising  from 
differences  among  ourselves. 

But  when  wicked  men  in  defiance  of  the  most  sacred 
obligations  are  continually  conspiring  tiie  ruin  of  that 
glorious  nation  to  which  we  belong,  we  cannot  bat  feel  the 
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highest  concern  while  our  common  fate  is  in  snspenfle,  and 
receive  the  news  of  deliverance  with  all  ima^nable  joy. 

The  dangers  wliich  have  hitherto  threatened  ns  have  all 
taken  this  happy  torn,  and  we  are  now  certainly  informed 
that  the  late  traitorous  Behranes  which  have  be«i  laid 
against  his  most  excellent  Majesty  and  his  happy  Kingdoms 
have  been  rejected  and  disappointed  by  foreign  Princes, 
discovered  and  prevented  by  the  administration  at  home, 
and  have  now  brought  the  conspirators  to  justice  and  par- 
liamentary resentment. ' 

Conld  we  have  believed  that  nnder  the  bfst  of  Kings 
supported  by  a  hearty  parliament  and  respected  by  all  the 
powers  of  Europe,  a  discontented  party  alone  would  thus 
attempt  to  overturn  the  constitution  t  But  since  men  show 
themselves  so  desperate  in  the  profoundest  state  of  peace, 
safety  and  prosperity  can  never  justify  a  remissness  in 
providing  against  public  dangers.  What  is  true  of  great 
nations  is  not  less  applicable  to  Provinces  that  depend  on 
them. 

Yon  are  very  sensible  at  bow  great  a  yearly  expense  the 
government  at  home  provides  for  your  security  both  by 
land  and  sea,  and  if  this  does  not  encourage  you  to  make 
good  your  own  part  in  putting  your  harbor  and  your 
frontier  in  an  effectual  posture  of  defence  and  in  providing 
sufficient  stores  and  magazines  under  a  proper  regulation, 
how  will  yon  answer  it  to  yourselves  if  at  any  time  you 
should  come  to  be  destroyed  by  surprise  t 

I  have  some  reason  to  hope  that  it  cannot  be  an  appre- 
hension that  the  sums  raised  for  that  purpose  may  be  mis- 
applied, that  will  divert  you  from  thinking  of  it  without 
delay. 

1  Hay  lOth,  the  Auemblf  prMcnted  to  tbe  OoTemor  an  addreaa  proposing 
a,  joint  eommltt««  ot  the  two  hoiu«a  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  King, 
eongimtnlating  him  on  his  deliverance  from  the  recent  conapirM^.  A  com- 
mittee was  aecordingi]'  appointed,  and  an  address  was  prepared  and  sent 
to  (omur  Goremor  Hunter  to  be  preaentad  to  the  King. 
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What  you  have  given  towards  encouraging  a  trade  with 
the  far  nations  of  Indians  has  been  frugally  employed,  and 
seems  to  have  had  a  very  happy  effect.  If  this  encourage- 
ment is  continued,  and  the  pernicious  trade  to  Canada  can 
be  effectually  prevented,  the  beginnings  that  are  already 
made  to  bring  that  trade  into  a  right  channel  can  scarce 
fail  of  coming  to  perfection. 

I  need  only  remind  you  of  the  deficiency  that  there  ia  in 
the  revenue;  the  chief  causes  of  it  you  were  fully  informed 
of  at  your  last  meeting,  and  I  depend  on  it  that  your  justice 
and  humanity  to  the  inferior  officers  will  induce  you  to 
provide  for  it  in  so  ample  a  manner,  that  the  treasury  may 
be  put  in  advance  sufficiently  to  pay  warrants  when  they 
become  due,  which  I  am  informed  has  been  the  practice 
formerly.' 

I  shall  be  very  glad  to  join  with  you  in  any  laws  that  can 
be  thought  of  for  the  public  benefit,  for  as  I  cannot  bear 
the  thoughts  of  anything  against  your  interest,  so  I  shall 
not  be  easy  if  I  omit  anything  that  lies  in  my  power  to 
promote  it. 

W.  BUBNET. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  6.  Transmitting  a  communication  received  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  from  Law- 
rence Claesen,  Indian  interpreter,  who  had  been  sent  by 
the  Governor  to  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians  to  invite  them 
to  Albany  to  treat  with  commissioners  from  Boston, 

June  13.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Salton- 
stall  of  Connecticut  relative  to  an  act  of  Assembly  of  that 
Province,  providing  for  establishing  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Connecticut  and  New  York;  also  *'  the  minutes  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  of  the  29th 

3  ProTlBion  for  additional  public  revenue  was  made  by  an  act,  chap.  437, 
pawed  Julj'  0th,  whieb  bIm  wbi  intended  to  eaeotirage  trade  with  the  Indlani. 
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of  May  last,  conoenun;  the  far  nations  of  Indians,  wlio 
are  come  to  trade  at  Albany,  to  the  number  of  eighty  per- 
sons, besides  women  and  children;"  and  also  a  statement 
of  warrants,  issued  that  day  and  payable  from  public 
revenues. 

July  2.  Transmitting  a  communication  from  Albany, 
bat  its  contents  were  not  disdosed  by  the  record. 

July  6.  Transmitting  a  commnnioation  from  the  alder- 
men of  Albany. 

July  6.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  Tues- 
day in  October. 


1784.    HAT.    SSTEHTEBHTH  ASSEMBLY,  TSISIEEHTa  SESSION. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

This  session,  after  several  adjournments,  opened  May 
12,  and  on  the  15th  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Qbhtlbubn.—  The  hearty  zeal  which  you  have  always 
shown  for  his  Majesty's  govemment,  and  your  just  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain,  on  which  your  own  safety 
and  happiness  depends,  makes  this  opportunity  very  agree< 
able  to  me  of  rejoicing  with  you  at  the  present  happy 
posture  of  affairs  at  home  and  the  unparalleled  glory  his 
Majesty  has  gained  abroad  by  fixing  the  peace  and  tran- 
quility of  Europe  on  such  lasting  foundations  as  hnmanly 
speaking  cannot  eaaily  be  shaken. 

The  wisdom  of  a  British  Parliament  has  been  very  emi- 
nent upon  this  occasion;  they  have  not  sladiened  their  care 
in  securing  the  nation  from  danger  or  surprise,  and  they 
have  employed  a  time  of  plenty,  wealth  and  quiet  in  pro- 
viding for  an  easy  and  effectoal  payment  of  the  public 
debts. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


208  Messages  pbom  the  Govebnob. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  recommend  to  you  so  great  an 
example,  since  as  I  am  sure  you  approve  and  admire  it,  I 
have ,  reason  to  expect  yon  will  imitate  it  in  your  own 
measores  for  maintaining  the  defence  and  credit  of  this 
Province. 

When  you  are  informed  of  the  ruinous  condition  of  the 
buildings  of  this  fort,  which  is  the  only  strength  of  the 
town  and  harbor,  you  will  agree  with  me  that  an  immediate 
and  sufBcient  provision  to  repair  it  is  the  most  frugal 
method  to  go  about  so  necessary  a  woi^  What  you  have 
formerly  provided  has  been  fully  employed  by  me  for  that 
service,  and  I  will  order  an  estimate  of  the  extraordinary 
repairs  now  wanting  to  be  laid  before  you. 

The  great  arrears  due  on  the  support  of  government  are 
a  great  hardship  and  discouragement  to  the  officers,  which 
I  believe  you  will  not  think  they  deserve.  I  must,  there- 
fore, earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  an  effectnal 
provision  for  all  the  incumbrances  remaining  on  the  rev- 
enue, and  to  supply  the  treasurer  so  amply  that  for  the 
future  warrants  may  be  paid  punctually  as  they  become  . 
due.^ 

I  have  the  aatiefaction  to  acquaint  yon  that  his  Majesty 
has  given  his  royal  approbation  by  an  order  in  Council  to 
an  act  for  running  and  ascertaining  the  lines  of  partition 
and  division  between  this  colony  and  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticat. 

I  must  observe  to  yon  that  this  had  not  been  obtained 
without  much  opposition  from  the  agent  for  the  colony  of 
Coraiecticut,  and  after  two  hearings,  one  before  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  and  the  other  before  a  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  who  reported  to  his  Majesty  in  favor  of  the  act. 

The  usefulness  of  having  agents  constantly  at  home  may 
appear  very  plainly  to  you  upon  this  occasion,  and  I  widi 


1  A  general  revenue  law  vu  pwued  Jul;  24th,  chap.  447.  It  nude  vuiona 
approprifttiona,  and  included  proviBlona  for  the  repair  of  the  tort  at  New 
YdtIe  and  for  promoting  trade  with  the  Indians. 
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I  waa  not  obliged  to  remind  yon  to  make  good  yonr  enconr- 
agement  for  the  time  past  and  that  account,  as  I  am  confi- 
dent you  will  jndge  it  necessary  to  continue  the  like  encour- 
Bgranent  for  the  future,  and  what  yon  have  still  depending, 
and  what  you  shall  have  from  time  to  time  may  not  suffer 
for  want  of  care  and  attendance  which  the  business  re- 
quires, and  without  which  the  misrepresentation  of  persons 
may  gain  credit  to  the  prejudice  of  your  proceedings. 

When  I  send  you  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  order  in  Coun- 
dl,  I  will  at  the  same  time  send  you  copies  of  all  the  papers 
that  passed  at  a  state  meeting  between  the  commissioners 
from  this  Province  and  commissioners  for  Connecticut, 
from  whence  the  latter  thought  fit  to  withdraw  very  unex- 
pectedly, that  you  may  consider  what  further  measures  to 
take  to  bring  this  affair  to  a  conclusion. 

I  believe  yon  are  very  sensible  of  the  good  effect  of  the 
laws  to  prevent  the  trade  for  Indian  goods  to  Canada.  The 
number  of  remote  Indians  who  came  to  trade  at  Albany 
last  Bommer  was  a  beginning  of  those  happy  consequences 
which  you  had  in  view,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect  a 
greater  number  of  those  Lidians  at  this  time,  unless  the 
French  use  violence  to  prev^it  them,  and  in  that  case  I 
am  sure  there  will  not  only  be  more  reason  than  ever  to 
continue  those  laws,  but  indeed  it  will  become  necessary  to 
forbid  all  manner  of  correspondence  with  Canada,  if  they 
attempt  to  deprive  you  of  the  right  which  the  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France  gives  you  of  trading  with 
all  the  Indians  on  the  continent  of  America,  who  are  not 
to  be  hindered  or  molested  in  their  way  to  and  from  any 
of  the  British  colonies  on  account  of  trade.* 

This  matter  is  of  such  consequence  that  I  hope  you  will 
omit  no  measure  that  may  be  taten  to  increase  our  trade 
with  the  far  nations,'  and  prevent  any  persons  from  con- 

>  An  met,  chap.  MS,  ynt  passed  July  24th,  oontinnliig  an  act  prohibiting 
Um  selling  of  Indian  goods  to  the  Frenoh. 
>Sm  noU  1. 

14  ... 
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tinuing  to  serve  the  French  interesta  for  their  own  private 
gain  to  the  manifest  detrim^at  of  the  public  interest  and 
safety,  and  at  the  same  time  I  am  confident  jou  will  think 
that  all  proper  methods  should  be  provided  for  that  may 
encourage  the  Five  Nations  to  remain  firm  to  us  and  to 
prevent  the  nnwearied  endeavors  the  Fren<^  use  to  seduce 
them. 

I  have  received  an  additional  instruction  from  his 
Majesty  concerning  private  acts,  of  which  I  will  send  you 
a  copy. 

If  any  laws  are  tiiought  requisite  by  you  for  the  public 
good,  I  shall  always  continue  my  readiness  to  join  with  you 
in  everything  consistent  with  my  duty  and  your  happiness. 
W.  BUENET. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  18.  Tranranitting  the  following  additional  instruc- 
tion received  by  the  Q-ovemor  relative  to  private  laws : 

"We  do  hereby  in  his  Majesty's  name,  direct  and  re- 
quire, that  you  do  not  give  your  assent  to  any  private  act, 
until  proof  be  made  before  you  in  Council  (and  entered  in 
the  Coundl  Book)  that  public  notification  was  made  of  the 
party's  intention  to  apply  for  such  act,  in  the  several  parish 
churches,  where  the  premises  in  question  lie,  for  three  Sun- 
days at  least  successively,  before  any  such  act  shall  be 
brought  into  Assembly;  and  further  you  are  to  take  care, 
that  for  the  future,  yon  do  not  pass  any  private  act,  with- 
out a  clause  inserted  therein,  suspending  the  execution  of 
such  act,  until  his  Majesty's  royal  approbation  shall  be  had 
thereof," 

Also  transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  boundary  line 
between  New  York  and  Connecticut. 

May  19.  Presenting  a  statement  of  the  estimated  ex- 
pense needed  for  the  repair  of  the  fort  at  New  York.  (See 
note  1.) 
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June  30.  Presenting  a  memorial  from  Lawrence 
Claesen,  Indian  interpreter,  requesting  an  increase  of  his 
salary  to  eighty  pounds  per  anuTUi  and  offering  to  take 
under  ' '  his  tuition  such  young  men  as  his  Excellency 
should  approve  of,  to  instruct  in  the  Mohawk's  language." 
The  AsBembly  voted  to  increase  the  salary  to  sisty  pounds. 

July  22.  A  joint  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
and  compare  the  acts  passed  by  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
sessions  of  the  Assembly  under  the  present  administration. 

July  24.  Advising  the  Assembly  of  the  King's  veto  of 
the  two  per  cent  import  bill. 

July  24.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  Tues- 
day in  October. 


17£B.    ADGDSI.    SBVKKIEERIH  ASSSHBLT,  FODSTBEITTB  SESSIOK. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

After  several  adjournments,  sixteen  members  met  on  the 
3lst  of  August  and  chose  a  Speaker.  On  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember the  Governor  delivered  the  following 


OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  I  cannot  but  look  ba(^  with  pleasure  on 
your  conduct  ever  since  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  be 
among  you. 

.  Your  readiness  to  support  the  government  in  an  honor- 
able manner,  your  repeated  endeavors  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  the  Frendi  power  and  to  strengthen  the  British 
interest  among  the  Indians,  and  your  seasonable  supplies 
for  the  repairs  of  his  Majesty's  forts,  will  always  be  re- 
membered to  the  honor  to  this  Assembly.  If  you  have 
sometimes  met  with  opposition,  it  has  bad  little  other  effect 
than  to  justify  your  proceedings.    A  late  instance  of  this 
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kind  has  appeared  in  the  imwearied,  and  I  vish  I  could  not 
say  indirect,  methods  taken  hy  the  merdiants  to  defeat 
your  acts  against  the  trade  with  Canada,  but  by  the  dili- 
gence and  ability  of  yonr  agents  the  justice  of  yonr  laws 
has  been  so  well  represented  that  the  success  has  been  in 
your  favor. 

It  is  now  more  and  more  evident  every  year  of  how  great 
advantage  these  laws  have  been  to  the  trade  and  security 
of  this  Province. 

The  quantity  of  peltry  brought  from  the  country  of  tiie 
Five  Nations  daring  this  summer  has  far  exceeded  our 
expectations,  and  is  more  than  what  used  to  come  from 
Canada ;  and  the  far  Indians  from  the  lakes  have,  as  I  am 
informed,  all  stopped  at  our  trading  places,  and  none  of 
them  proceeded  to  Montreal  as  they  nsed  to  do.  I  am  con- 
fident that  surprising  success  and  good  effect  of  this  new 
trade,  and  the  applause  it  has  met  with  in  Great  Britain 
will  engage  yon  to  take  effectual  measures  to  encourage  it 
by  renewing  and  enforcing  the  prohibition  of  that  per- 
nicious trade  of  Indian  goods  to  Canada,  and  by  providing 
amply  for  the  charges  necessary  to  keep  the  Indians  faith- 
ful to  us.'  To  this  end  it  will  be  requisite  that  some  fit 
persons  be  appointed  constantly  to  reside  among  the  Onon- 
dagas  as  well  as  the  Sinnekas  (Senecas),  who  may  be 
always  ready  to  defeat  the  acts  which  the  Frendi  indus- 
triously employ  to  seduce  those  Indians.  I  have  begun 
with  this  subject  and  dwelt  the  longer  upon  it  because  it 
highly  concerns  your  safety. 

The  revenue  for  the  support  of  this  govermnent  is  near 
its  expiration.  I  depend  on  your  own  observation  and  ex- 
perience to  plead  with  you  for  as  ample  and  extensive  pro- 
vision for  the  time  to  come." 

1  An  act,  chap.  466,  waa  passed  Norember  lOth  to  reviTa  and  contuiTM  aeTenl 
acta  Intended  to  restrict  trade  with  the  French. 

■  See  the  Governor's  speech  ot  October  27th.  An  act,  chap.  464,  pssaed 
November  10th,  eontinUEd  in  force  a  large  amount  represented  hj  bllb  of 
endit,  irttich  by  wrlier  acta  were  to  be  "  sunk  and  deatroyvd." 
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Where  actions  ought  to  speak,  words  should  not  be 
offered.  I  shall  only  recommend  the  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  your  care,  who  in  doing  their  duty  are  often 
liable  to  private  resentments,  and  are  on  that  account 
entitled  to  protection  as  well  as  subsistence  from  the  legis- 
lature, and  without  a  sufficient  number  of  officers,  the 
administration  cannot  be  carried  on  and  the  laws  might 
lose  their  force. 

The  provision  yon  have  already  made  for  renewing  the 
decayed  buildings  of  the  fort,  will  I  believe  appear  to  you 
to  have  been  frugally  and  effectually  employed,  and  I  de- 
pend on  your  coming  to  a  resolution  that  so  good  a  design 
shall  not  fail  of  what  is  still  wanting  to  complete  it. 

I  can  acquaint  yon  with  a  further  instance  besides  what 
I  have  mentioned  of  the  diligence  of  your  agents  in  the 
service  of  the  Province,  and  particularly  for  the  benefit  of 
this  city,  and  that  is,  the  soliciting  by  my  directions  the 
east  end  of  Long  Island  to  be  restored  to  the  district  of 
the  Collector  of  New  York. 

Ton  cannot  desire  more  convincing  proofs  of  the  useful- 
ness of  having  such  agents,  and  therefore  I  rely  on  yonr 
making  good  your  former  engagements  to  them,  and  on 
your  giving  them  marks  of  your  esteem  and  confidence  in 
continuing  their  appointment  for  a  longer  term  than  you 
have  hitherto  done,  and  providing  suitably  for  their  pay- 
ment. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  several  particulars  which 
I  had  to  lay  before  you,  and  I  shall  only  add  this  general 
consideration  to  enforce  them  all:  that  at  this  time  the 
happy  agreement  that  has  always  subsisted  between  his 
Majesty  and  his  Parliament  ever  since  his  accession  to  the 
Crown  is  the  admiration  of  all  Europe,  and  the  glory  of  the 
British  nation.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  your  part  in 
following  so  great  an  example,  and  that  you  will  regard 
what  I  propose  to  you  only  as  it  tends  to  his  Majesty's 
Bervico 

•WILLIAM  BURNET. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  31.  Approving  the  dioice  of  a  Speaker,  and 
urging  immediate  measures  to  proeore  the  attendance  of 
absent  members. 

September  13.  Stephen  De  Laneey  having  been  elected 
to  the  Assembly  from  New  York  to  fill  a  vacancy,  a  ques- 
tion arose  as  to  his  qualification  to  sit  as  a  member.  The 
Governor  when  requested  to  administer  the  oaths  to  Mr. 
De  Laneey,  su^ested  a  doubt  as  to  his  eligibility  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  a  British  subject.  Mr,  De  Laneey 
produced  a  certificate  of  denization  in  England,  and  a  simi- 
lar certificate  from  Governor  Dongan  issued  in  1686,  and 
also  proved  that  he  had  sat  in  several  New  York  Assem- 
blies. The  question  was  referred  to  the  Chief  Justice,  who 
rendered  a  long  opinion  practically  sustaining  Mr.  De 
Laneey's  claim.  The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  de- 
claring him  entitled  to  sit  as  a  m«nber.  September  21,  the 
Governor  administered  the  oaths  to  Mr.  De  Laneey,  and 
he  took  his  seat  in  tiie  Assembly. 

September  21.  Transmitting  the  Chief  Justice's  opin- 
ion in  De  Laneey's  case,  and  also  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Le  Heup,  and  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Indian  Affairs  in  Albany. 

September  22.  Transmitting  a  list  signed  by  Philip 
Livingston,  showing  "  the  several  persons  who  have  gone 
and  traded  with  the  far  nations  of  Indians  this  spring,  the 
number  of  canoes,  as  also  the  padis  of  beaver  and  deer 
skins  (besides  peltry),  brought  down,  amounting  to  57 
canoes,  and  738  bundles  of  beaver  and  deer  skins." 

October  5.  Advising  the  Assembly  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  tiie  widow  of  Goose  Van 
Schaiek.' 


chiip.  46Q,  pasaed  November  lOth. 


\  bjr  Ooosen  Von  Sohalck  WM  ditehvgtd  bj  mi  act, 
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October  8.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  Con- 
necticut boundary  line. 

October  27.  In  response  to  the  Oovemor's  command 
the  Assembly  met  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  the  Fort.  The 
Qovemor  delivered  a  speech,  in  which  he  sud : 

"  I  have  pat  an  end  to  the  last  session,  that  I  might  have 
a  fresh  opportonity  of  recommending  to  you,  to  provide  as 
honorable  and  ample  a  supply  for  the  support  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  as  long  a  term  as  was  established  upon 
my  arrival. 

It  has  not  been  pretended  that  any  inconvenience  has 
arisen  from  the  confidence  you  then  expressed  in  the  admin- 
istration, and  therefore  I  cannot  in  duty  to  his  Majesty, 
and  in  justice  to  my  own  conduct,  agree  to  a  less  sufficient 
provision,  or  to  a  shorter  term. 

The  administration  of  justice  will  require  the  same 
encouragement,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue  the  same 
officers ;  without  such  necessary  precautions,  there  will  be 
great  deficiencies,  and  the  burthen  must  at  last  fall  upon 
the  land. 

If  there  are  any  laws  formerly  passed  in  this  Province, 
which  you  are  desirous  to  have  now  confirmed  by  his 
Majesty,  the  Agents  only  want  your  instructions  to  solicit 
for  them ;  and  I  shall  very  readily  join  my  hearty  endeavors 
to  obtain  whatever  will  be  to  your  satisfaction.'* 

This  indicates  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Assembly  as  to  revenue  measures. 

Novfflnber  4.  The  Governor  expressed  his  willingness 
that  the  consideration  of  the  revenue  be  referred  to  the 
spring,  but  he  thought  immediate  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  repairs  of  the  fort;  to  the  providing  for 
money  for  the  encouragement  of  persons  to  reside  this 
winter  among  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians ;  to  the  payment 
of  amounts  due  to  the  agents,  and  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  for  the  time  to  come.  The  Qovemor  informed  the 
Assembly  that  Mr.  Bamfield,  the  Colony's  agent,  had  with- 
drawn from  London,  and  Peter  Le  Heup  was  suggested  for 
appointment  as  sole  agent  of  the  colony. 
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The  same  day  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  post- 
poning consideration  of  revenue  matters  until  the  next 
Beesion.  Other  subjects  referred  to  in  the  Governor's 
communication  were  also  postponed  nntil  the  next  session, 
at  which  time  an  act  was  passed,  June  17,  1726,  for  the 
payment  of  amounts  due  to  agents,  the  completion  of  Fort 
George,  and  making  a  loan  and  imposing  a  tax  for  these 
and  other  purposes. 

November  10.  The.  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the 
second  Tuesday  in  March,  1726. 


1726.    APRIL.    SBVEITTEEHTH  ASSEMBLY,  FIPTBEHTH  SESSION. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

The  second  Tuesday  in  March  had  been  fixed  as  the  dat« 
for  the  opening  of  the  spring  session,  but  the  Assembly 
did  not  meet  until  the  5th  of  April.  On  the  6th,  the  Gov- 
ernor delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.— I  can  never  begin  with  a  subject  more 
worthy  of  your  attention  than  the  admirable  effects  of  the 
uninterrupted  harmony  that  subsists  between  our  most 
gracious  sovereign  and  his  parliament.  Our  enemies  have 
bad  no  other  hopes  but  from  their  unwearied  artifices  and 
even  popular  pretences  to  weaken  this  mutual  confidence, 
but  without  effect,  and  this  happy  union  it  is  that  renders 
Great  Britain  a  pattern  to  all  Europe  in  time  of  peace  and 
lodges  the  balance  of  power  in  its  bands  in  case  of  a  war. 

Though  you  cannot  equal  his  Majesty's  subjects  at  borne 
in  ability  to  serve  him,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  yon  wUl 
not  yield  to  any  in  loyalty  and  inclination. 

The  great  and  constant  charge  at  which  Great  Britain 
maintains  forces  for  the  defence  of  this  province  in  a  more 
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eminent  manner  tlian  any  of  the  neighboring  provinces 
partake  of,  as  it  is  a  very  distinguishing  mark  of  his 
Majesty's  royal  care,  so  it  calls  upon  you  to  make  the  moat 
natural  returns  for  so  singular  a  favor  by  providing  honor- 
ably and  amply  for  the  support  of  bis  government  here, 
and  since  the  sums  which  you  have  usually  raised  for  that 
purpose  have  not  amounted  to  anything  near  to  bo  much 
as  those  issued  from  Great  Britain  for  your  security,  it 
should  induce  you  rather  to  think  of  increasing  than  lessen- 
ing your  supply,  and  rather  of  extending  than  of  shorten- 
ing the  time  of  its  continuance;  and  as  no  occasion  has  been 
given  to  alter  your  former  good  opinion  of  the  administra- 
tion, I  have  reason  to  depend  on  your  providing  in  the 
most  hearty  and  effectual  manner  for  the  support  of  it  in 
all  its  branches.' 

I  wish  I  could  say  the  laws  for  promoting  a  trade  with 
the  far  Indians  and  prohibiting  it  with  Canada  had  been  as 
duly  executed  as  they  were  well  intended,  and  I  leave  it  to 
your  consideration  whether  a  method  less  severe  may  not 
be  more  effectual. 

The  great  success  we  have  already  had  in  the  trade  upon 
the  river  of  Onondaga,  and  the  noble  spirit  that  animate 
the  people  to  go  on  with  it,  gives  us  encouragement  to  leave 
no  means  untried  to  establish  and  increase  it. 

The  only  danger  we  have  to  apprehend  is  from  the  un- 
wearied artifices  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  among  our 
Indians  to  alienate  their  affections,  and  particnlarly  to  in- 
terrupt this  trade,  which  has  put  them  in  great  consterna- 
tion, because  it  is  so  sure  a  means  to  strengthen  our  in- 
terest and  to  weaken  theirs  with  all  the  nations  of  North 
America. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  they  have  taken  great 
advantage  this  winter  of  the  want  of  proper  persons  from 
this  government  residing  among  the  Onondagas  and  Sin- 


ijime  17th  ft  rercoiiw  Mt,  citap.  467,  wm  pused  to  continue  in  fore* 
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neoae  [Senecas],  and  have  instilled  groundless  fears  into 
the  minds  of  the  Five  Nations  of  dangers  that  may  arise  to 
them  by  this  open  trade  with  the  far  Indians,  which  I  have 
done  my  utmost  endeavor  to  remove,  bat  I  am  convinced 
that  the  most  effectaal  me&ns  to  keep  them  steady  will  be 
yonr  enabling  me  to  maintain  a  sufficient  number  of  fit  per- 
sona constantly  among  them  as  I  have  formerly  done  with 
good  success.' 

If  I  am  earnest  with  yon  on  this  head,  it  is  your  safety 
and  that  of  yonr  posterity  that  makes  me  so;  all  that  I 
desire  of  you  is  not  to  be  wanting  to  yourselves.  Your 
agent,  who  is  ever  watchful  in  what  relates  to  your  interest, 
has  acquainted  me  by  the  first  opportunity  he  had  that 
some  application  had  been  made  at  home  to  your  disadvan* 
tage,  which  I  will  communicate  to  you. 

This  with  many  other  instances  of  his  ability  and  dili- 
gence will  I  doubt  not  confirm  yon  in  the  resolution  taken 
in  your  last  sessions  upon  that  head.* 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut 
about  finishing  the  partition  line,  which  I  will  lay  before 
you  that  you  make  provision  for  so  necessary  a  work. 

I  need  now  only  remind  you  that  the  repairs  of  the  build- 
ing in  the  fort  stand  in  need  of  your  immediate  care  that 
the  season  proper  to  finish  them  may  not  be  lost.* 

I  have  no  greater  pleasure  than  in  contributing  to  the 
public  service,  and  if  there  are  any  new  laws  wanting  to 
that  end,  or  any  former  laws  that  you  are  desirous  to  have 
recommended  for  his  Majesty's  confirmation,  you  may  de- 
pend on  my  readiness  and  zeal  to  join  with  you  in  that  or 
anything  else  that  can  make  this  Province  happy  and 
flourishing. 

W.  BURNET. 


3  A  new  act  reUting  to  trade  with  the  Indiuu  wm  passed  June  ITth,  chap. 
409. 

«An  act,  chap.  468,  passed  June  ITth,  provided  for  discharging  the  claims 
of  the  agent. 

*  An  act,  chap.  4GB,  passed  June  ITth,  provided  for  completing  the  build- 
ings in  Fort  6«orge. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  6.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Le. 
Heap,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  government  of 
Boston  had  presented  an  address  to  the  King  desiring  that 
"  New  York  be  required  to  send  a  qnota  of  men  and  money 
to  their  assistance,  in  their  war  with  the  Eastern  Indians;  " 
also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut 
relative  to  the  boundary  lin*  between  that  colony  and  New 
York ;  and  copies  of  papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs. 

April  8.  Approving  an  adjournment  of  the  Assembly 
over  the  Easter  holidays. 

April  15.  Transmitting  an  extract  from  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  Sir  William  Keith,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
"  desiring  to  know  whether  this  government  will  join  in 
the  charge  and  solicitation,  that  foreign  European  salt  may 
be  imported  in  that  and  this  Province,  as  well  as  in  New 
England." 

April  15.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  and 
contradicting  a  report  in  circulation  that  the  money  to  be 
raised  for  the  support  of  government  was  to  be  applied  to 
the  Governor's  private  use,  and  in  case  of  his  death  or 
removal  to  go  to  his  executors. 

May  4.  Transmitting  several  communications  relating 
to  Indian  affairs. 

Jane  7.  Relative  to  a  joint  committee  to  compare  and 
examine  laws  passed  at  several  sessions  dnring  the  Gover- 
nor's administration. 

June  17.  Transmitting  letters  from  Abraham  Schuyler, 
agent  among  the  Five  Nations;  also  another  from  the  In- 
dian commissioners. 

Jnne  17.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  last  Tues- 
day in  September. 
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1726.  septbhbsk.    bightbbnth  assembly,  fisst  sessiox. 

WILLIAM  BURNET.  Governor. 

The  Seventeeath  Assembly  had  been  adjonmed  to  the 
27th  of  September,  1726,  but  on  the  10th  of  August  it  was 
dissolved  by  the  Governor's  proclamatioiL  Governor  Bur- 
net in  a  letter  to  l^e  Lords  of  Trade  dated  October  14, 
1726,  says  of  this  dissolution  that  the  Assembly  had  not 
"  granted  his  Majesty's  revenue  in  so  Muple  and  honorable 
manner  as  they  had  done  formerly.  Besides  they  had  sub- 
sisted during  the  term  of  eleven  years,  and  I  found  it  would 
highly  please  the  people  to  have  a  new  choice  whidi  has 
accordingly  been  made." 

On  the  11th  of  August  writs  of  election  were  ordered  is- 
sued, returnable  in  forty  days  (September  21),  but  the 
Assembly  was  twice  prorogued  and  did  not  meet  until  the 
27th,  which  was  the  same  day  fixed  by  adjournment  for  the 
meeting  of  the  last  Assembly.  On  that  day  the  Governor 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  The  choice  which  the  people  of  this  Prov- 
ince have  so  lately  made  of  you  to  represent  them  gives 
me  a  fresh  opportunity  of  knowing  their  sentiments  and  in- 
clinations. I  have  fdways  erwleavored  to  promote  their 
interest  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  and  it  will  add  to  my 
satisfaction  to  do  it  in  the  manner  which  they  themselves 
desire. 

When  you  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  present  revenue, 
I  believe  you  will  find  it  insufficient  to  answer  the  usual  ex- 
pense for  the  support  of  the  government,  and  considering 
the  flourishing  and  increasing  condition  of  the  colony,  it 
would  be  to  its  dishonor  as  well  as  disadvantage  to  lessen 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


William  Buenet,  1726.  221 

the  enconragement  that  has  been  given  to  the  necessary 
officers  of  the  government.  I  depend  on  your  readiness  to 
supply  this  deficiency  which  will  be  the  most  solid  and  con- 
vinclo^  proof  of  your  gratitude  to  the  best  of  King^,  who 
has  shown  during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign  that  the 
(xmstant  employment  of  his  thoughts  and  the  most  earnest 
viahes  of  his  heart  tend  wholly  to  the  securing  to  his  sub- 
jects their  just  rights  and  advantages.  You  need  not  fear 
that  any  of  his  servants  will  dare  to  abuse  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them  when  they  must  expect  that  their  great 
n^lect  of  duty  or  abuse  of  trust  will  draw  upon  them  his 
just  displeasure.' 

You  will  find  that  the  supply  last  provided  for  finishing 
the  new  apartments  in  the  fort  of  New  York  has  been  em- 
ployed with  the  utmost  frugality,  and  I  hope  that  by  the 


1  October  ISth  the  Assembly  presented  to  the  Governor  hn  address  relating 
to  rvrenne,  in  which,  sfter  atating  that  the  subject  of  colonial  finances  had 
been  carefully  examined,  the  opinion  is  expressed  that  "  the  said  duties  and 
the  taxes  laid  by  the  act  tor  the  support  of  goTemment,  during  the  term 
of  three  ycais,  will  fully  answer  to  discbarge  all  the  salariea  of  the  necessary 
officers,  and  all  eoatingent  charges  and  services  of  the  government,  as  the 
same  were  resolved  to  be  provided  for,  by  the  late  General  Assembly,"  "And 
we  humbly  beg  leave  to  oaaurs  your  Excellency,  that  if  the  said  duties  and 
taxes  should  happen  to  prove  inauffleient  to  discharge  the  salariss  and  services 
afoTMaid,  the  Genei»l  Assembly  will  cheerfully  And  out  ways  and  means, 
effectually  to  make  good  such  deficiency,  and  they  conceive  on  the  other 
hand,  that  if  It  should  exceed,  such  surplus  ought  to  remain  in  the  treasury, 
towards  support  of  Government  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  three  years." 

The  Assembly  also  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  several  salaries,  con- 
tingencies and  services  resolved  upon  by  the  laat  Assembly  at  its  last  session 
"  are  unple  and  sufficient,  and  that  no  augmentation  ought  to  be  made  thereto, 
■or  any  alteration  therein  during  the  aforesaid  three  years,"  and  requested 
the  Governor  not  to  issue  warrants  tor  any  increased  amounts.  The  Governor 
replied  to  this  address  that  it  being  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  he  intended 
to  lay  It  before  the  Council  for  advice.  October  21et  the  Council  reported, 
reciting  previons  action  by  the  Assembly,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  Governor  "  is  not  and  cannot  be  restrained  by  any  votes  or  resolves  of 
the  Assembly "  in  executing  the  powers  conferred  on  him  by  his  Commission 
and  eonfirmed  by  the  revenue  law.  The  Council  also  say  that  fixing  the 
nonriter  and  compenaation  of  officers  "  nearly  concerns  his  Majesty's  preroga- 
tive" and  that  any  assumption  of  authority  over  these  matters  by  the 
flMmiililji  may  In  time  encroach  upon  that  prerogative. 
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same  management  the  repairs  of  the  roof  of  the  chapel  and 
the  barracks,  which  are  in  a  condition  entirely  minous,  will 
require  no  very  large  smn,  though«it  is  plain  that  the  charge 
of  doing  it  will  increase  considerably  if  it  is  delayed  any 
longer  than  the  next  spring,  which  obliges  me  to  recom- 
mend it  to  your  care  at  present,  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  so  pressing  and  necessary  a  work.* 

I  must  remind  yon  that  your  agent  continues  bis  watch- 
fulness and  diligence  over  the  interest  of  the  country, 
though  he  has  remained  a  long  time  without  any  allowance. 
So  generous  a  conduct  on  his  part  will  not  fail  of  engaging 
you  to  take  care  that  his  past  services  may  not  go  un- 
rewarded, and  that  so  useful  a  person  may  be  fixed  in  your 
service  and  a  settled  provision  made  for  his  enoourage- 
ment.' 

I  shall  lay  before  you  my  late  conferences  with  the  Sis 
Nations,  in  which  I  flatter  myself  that  I  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  fix  them  in  their  duty  to  his  Majesty,  their 
affection  to  this  government,  and  their  just  apprehensions 
of  the  ill  designs  of  the  people  of  Canada  in  fortifying  so 
near  to  than  at  lagara  [Niagara].  I  have  sent  a  fit  per- 
son to  reside  among  the  Sinnekes  [Senecas]  this  winter, 
who  is  not  permitted  to  trade,  and  will  tiiereby  have  the 
more  weight  and  credit  with  them.  I  doubt  not  of  yonr 
joining  with  me  in  taking  suc3i  farther  measures  as  are 
neoeraaiy  to  make  the  Six  Nations  remain  an  effectual 
security  to  our  frontier.  The  indefatigable  endeavors  of 
the  French  to  emplc^  all  possible  methods,  whether  of  art 
or  force,  to  make  themselves  masters  of  those  nations, 
show  what  ojnnion  they  have  of  their  importance,  and  their 
diligence  calls  upon  us  to  lose  no  time  and  spare  no  cost  in 


iNorember  10th,  the  AMsmblj  Appointed  a.  oommitt«e  to  take  charge  of 
the  repain  to  the  ch&pel  and  buraekB  ia  Fort  Oeorge. 

*  An  act,  chap.  498,  providing  for  an  ag«nt  of  the  eolony  at  the  conn  of 
Ofeat  Britain  was  [wued  Norember  11th.  See  ute  p.  218,  note  3,  ior  act 
to  dUcharge  elaima  of  oolonlal  agenta. 
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disappomting  encb  dangerous  attempts  and  in  doing  every- 
thing that  may  conduce  to  our  safety  on  that  side. 

The  trade  ou  the  Onondaga  Biver  has  increased  consider- 
ably, and  by  the  best  inquiry  I  could  make,  more  of  the  far 
Indiana  have  been  there  this  summer  than  ever  before,  but 
I  mnst  express  to  you  my  concern  at  the  disorderly  and 
fraudulent  conduct  of  some  of  our  own  people  at  that 
trading  place  who  have  nsed  many  of  the  Indians  in  an 
unjust  and  sometimes  in  a  violent  manner.  These  abuses, 
if  not  remedied  and  prevented  iu  time,  may  give  such  a 
disgust  to  the  liidians  as  to  discourage  them  from  oon- 
tinoing  to  come  thither  on  account  of  trade,  and  thereby 
lose  the  good  effect  of  what  has  been  so  happily  begun, 
and  carried  on  with  so  much  success.  I  hope  you  will 
think  of  proper  expedients  to  enre  this  growing  evil,  and 
among  other  things  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  that  trade  be 
confined  to  a  certain  place,  and  a  fit  person  appointed  to 
reside  there  during  the  season,  with  power  to  receive  com- 
plaints from  the  Indians  and  redress  their  grievances,  and 
the  traders  obliged  to  be  determined  by  their  judgment, 
on  pain  of  being  fined  in  case  of  refusal,  it  might  go  a 
great'  ways  to  answer  the  end  proposed.*  I  shall  very 
gladly  join  with  yon  in  this  or  any  other  proper  measure 
to  increase  and  preserve  our  interest  with  the  far  nations, 
which  this  trade  will  undoubtedly  do  when  duly  regulated. 
You  may  depend  on  my  concurrence  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power  in  any  laws  that  you  shall  frame  for  the  public 
good,  and  in  my  hearty  endeavors  to  obtain  his  Majesty's 
confirmation  of  them,  and  of  as  many  of  the  laws  formerly 
enacted  as  you  shall  desire,  which  will  at  the  same  time 
require  the  continual  solicitation  of  your  agent  at  home. 

And  now,  Gratlemen,  I  have  mentioned  ,to  you  what 
particulars  I  had  to  recommend  for  the  public  service;  I 

4Ti«de  at  Albuif  with  the  Indians  wu  regulated  by  an  act,  chap.  4B7, 
pi  Til  Noretnber  llth.  Another  act,  eliap.  499,  passed  the  same  da^,  ngu- 
latad  and  ttcurei  the  Indian  trade  to  the  westward  of  Albany.  . 
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liave  only  to  add  in  general,  that  I  hope  your  present  meet- 
ing will  be  an  eminent  instance  of  the  good  effects  of  an 
entire  confidence  between  the  several  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature; it  wonld  then  appear  in  the  clearest  light  that  an 
administration  is  never  so  strong  and  well  supported  as  by 
the  general  voice  of  the  people,  nor  the  people  ever  so  well 
secured  in  their  liberty  and  property  as  by  the  govern- 
ments being  enabled  to  see  the  laws  execated. 

W.  BUENET. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  29.  Acknowledging  an  address  from  the 
Assembly. 

October  17.  Transmitting  the  results  of  a  recent  con* 
ference  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany. 

October  24.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut  relating  to  the  boundary  line 
between  the  two  colonies. 

October  28.  Transmitting  a  petition  frcwn  Anna  Dorothy 
Barclay  for  payment  of  a  claim  for  board  and  care  fur- 
nished to  Michael,  an  Indian.' 

November  11.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the 
third  Tuesday  in  March,  1727. 


1787.    SEPTEHBEK.    mKBTaENTH  ASSEMBLT,  FIRST  SSSSUH. 


WILLIAM  BURNET,  Governor. 

The  Eighteenth  Assembly  held  only  one  session,  at  fhe 
close  of  which  it  was  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  in 
March,  1727.  It  was  continued  by  several  executive  ad- 
journments, the  last  of  which,  made  on  the  7th  of  August, 


EThe  Auembly  passed  «  naolntion  HoTunber  lOtL,  dacUring  that  the 
Barclay  claim  ahonld  hsTs  been  paid  bj  the  Commlsaionen  of  Imdiao  Attain 
at  Albany,  and  recommending  that  it  be  referred  to  thmn. 
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was  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  September;  but  in  the  mean- 
tinxe,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1727,  occurred  the  death  of 
Qeorg*  I,  who  was  sncceeded  by  Geor^ge  II,  whose  accession 
was  proclaimed  in  New  York  on  the  21st  of  August,  and 
on  the  same  day  writs  of  election  were  issued  for  a  new 
Assembly  to  meet  September  30.  The  Assembly  met  on 
that  df  y,  and  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  The  death  of  onr  late  Sovereign  of  ever 
glorious  memory,  and  the  happy  accession  of  his  most 
excellent  Majesty,  have  already  fflled  your  hearts  with  all 
that  dntifol  subjects  must  feel  upon  so  great  an  occasion, 
and  the  choice  which  the  people  have  at  this  time  made  of 
you  to  represent  them,  gives  you  an  early  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  loyal  sentiments  upon  it. 

Yon  find  that  I  have  lost  no  time  nor  spared  no  expense 
in  order  to  secure  the  Five  Nations  to  the  British  interest, 
by  making  a  settlement  of  some  strength  among  them  con- 
venient for  trade  with  the  far  Indians  as  well  as  tiiemselves, 
and  by  supporting  it  in  such  a  manner  as  I  hope  with  your 
assistance  will  prevent  any  attempts  against  it.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  undertaking  cannot  appear  better  than  by 
Uie  great  nneasiness  it  has  given  to  the  French  who  seem 
apprehensive  that  the  unjustifiable  pretensions  and  en- 
croachments upon  our  Indians  and  their  endeavors  to  en- 
gross the  trade  with  all  the  far  nations  will  be  defeated  by 
it.  That  they  are  under  so  much  concern  yon  will  plainly 
see  by  the  Governor  of  Canada's  summons  to  my  c^cer  at 
Oswego  to  abandon  it,  and  by  his  letter  delivered  to  me  by 
the  Governor  of  Trois  Bivers,  wherein  he  complains  of  the 
enterprise  in  the  strongest  terms,  which  papers  together 
with  my  answer  I  shall  lay  before  you. 

I  cannot  avoid  observing  to  you  that  the  fund  provided 
by  the  late  Assembly  for  this  service  has  not  in  any  ways 
15 
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answered  the  greatness  of  the  charge,  nor  even,  any  part 
worth  mentioning  of  what  it  was  intended  to  produce,  bo 
that  the  whole  has  been  performed  at  my  own  expense,  or 
upon  my  private  credit,  and  this  burden  I  ohooee  to  take 
entirely  on  myself  rather  than  suffer  the  design  to  mn  the 
risk  of  being  lost,  as  it  probably  would  do  by  the  the  least 
delay.  I  have  thus  engaged  myself  upon  a  full  confidence 
that  you  would  not  fail  to  provide  for  the  immediate  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  contracted  for  the  Province  when  its  safety 
required  it  in  the  most  pressing  manner.*  The  particolars 
shall  be  laid  before  you  as  far  the  accounts  are  completed, 
and  I  hope  you  will  make  a  large  allowance  for  what  is  not 
yet  brought  to  account,  and  make  full  provision  of  what 
shall  be  requisite  for  the  next  year  to  support  and  main- 
tain this  important  post 

I  mnst  remind  you  of  the  inctmveniences  which  arise' 
from  the  limits  of  the  Province  being  imdetermined.  This 
is  not  only  a  great  discouragement  to  its  being  well  peopled 
and  improved,  but  likewise  a  constant  occasion  of  quarrels 
with  our  neighbors.  Our  late  agreement  with  the  govern- 
ment of  C(mnecticut  has  indeed  put  a  stop  tovth^  for  the 
present  on  that  side,  but  unless  you  make  provision  for 
completing  the  lines  to  be  run  in  consequence  of  it,  whic^ 
that  province  has  made  repeated  application  to- have  done, 
the  misdiiefs  intended  to  be  prevented  by  that  agreement 
may  possibly  happen.  You  are  no  strangers  to  the  ^- 
ferences  which  have  subsisted  for  some  years  betweai  the 
patentees  of  Westenhook  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts  Bay;  upon  the  application  of  those 
patentees  I  have  made  an  agreement  with  that  government 
to  abstain  on  both  sides  from  any  new  attempts  till  the 
lines  between  that  province  and  this  shall  be  mn,  and  their 
Assembly  has  made  a  proposal  to  treat  with  this  govern- 

1  November  2Gtb,  on  act,  chap.  600,  naa  passed  reUting  to  the  trading 
house  at  Oswego,  and  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  This  act  prorided  for  nf»- 
bursing  the  Governor  for  expenses  Incurred  hj  Um. 
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meat  abont  tiiose  limits  and  have  named  (MHnmissioners  for 
that  purpose. 

I  shall  lay  their  resolves  before  yon  that  you  may  take 
such  measares  on  that  head  as  yon  shall  think  expedient. 

There  has  been  so  much  already  done  to  beautify  and 
repair  the  buildings  in  the  fort  that  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  not  leave  that  work  imperfect.  The  soldiers'  bairadts 
are  in  a  very  ruinous  condition  and  will  require  a  much 
greater  diarge  if  what  is  necessary  to  keep  them  from  fall- 
ing be  not  done  without  delay.' 

I  have  lately  been  informed  of  disturbances  that  have 
happ«ied  between  the  inhabitants  of  Orange  County  in 
this  Province  and  Hunterdon  County  in  New  Jersey,  which 
I  know  of  no  expedient  to  put  an  end  to,  but  by  completing 
the  division  line  on  that  side  which  will  require  a  sufficient 
proviMon  from  you.' 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  your  agent  has 
beai  very  active  in  soliciting  the  affairs  of  this  Province, 
and  particolarly  that  he  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  that 
pressing  instances  might  be  made  at  the  court  of  France 
against  the  stone  house  at  Niagara. 

Yoa  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  his  vigilance  will  be  very 
requisite  to  prevent  any  misrepresentatiims  which  the 
French  may  make  of  our  bmlding  at  Oswego,  as  well  as  to 
bring  the  other  matters  cconmitted  to  his  care  to  a  happy 
condnsion,  and  therefore  I  make  no  question  of  yonr  con- 
tinning  to  give  him  all  suitable  encouragem^it.'* 


>  A  resolution  w&a  adopted  NoTember  24th,  reciting  the  expenditure  of 
upwards  of  two  tboiuaad  eix  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  for  the  repair  of 
buildings,  efaftpel  and  bsrrsekB  at  the  Fort,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that 
aaj  further  repairs  should  be  paid  for  out  of  the  two  hundred  pounds  allowed 
for  repairing  the  fartiflcationa. 

■  Norember  24th,  the  Assembljr  adopted  a  resolution  to  consider  the  boun- 
dary questions  at  the  next  session. 

*  Norember  24th,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolutton  promising  that  at 
the  next  MMion  provision  would  be  made  for  discharging  the  claims  of  the 
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The  season  of  the  year  being  so  far  advanced  I  hope  you 
wilt  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  that  yon  may  finish 
what  I  have  recommended  to  you,  and  if  yon  have  anything 
to  propose  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  I  shall  very  readily 
join  with  yon  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

W.  BUKNET. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  4.  Transmitting  copies  of  the  following  papers : 
two  letters  from  the  Governor  of  Canada;  the  Governor's 
answer  to  one  of  them;  resolves  of  the  Assembly  of  the 
c<^ony  of  Massadiusetts  Bay  concerning  the  division  line 
between  the  Province  of  New  York  and  that  colony.  (See 
note  3.) 

October  7.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

October  9.  Relative  to  a  joint  committee  to  prepare  an 
address  to  the  King.  The  address  was  approved  and 
signed  October  20. 

October  16.  Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  expenses 
incurred  in  building  the  trading  house  at  Oswego.  (See 
note  1.) 

October  17.  Transmitting  several  papers  relating  to 
Indian  affairs.    (See  note  1.) 

October  18.  Transmitting  a  statement  of  expenses  for 
services  in  the  Indian  country.    (See  note  1.) 

October  25.  Presenting  a  list  of  warrants  drawn  for 
expenses  incurred  in  promoting  trade  with  the  Indians. 
(See  note  1.) 

November  1.  Transmitting  a  statement  of  expenses  for 
transportation  of  supplies  to  tlie  Governor's  company  at 
Albany;  and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  needed  for  support 
of  the  garrison  at  Oswego  during  the  ensuing  year.  (See 
note  1.) 

November  4.  Presenting  an  account  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  eleven  soldiers. 
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November  25.  The  Assembly,  instead  of  being  ad- 
jomned  as  usual,  was  dissolved.  On  this  day  the  Assembly 
adopted  a  preamble  and  resolutions  reciting  grievances 
and  oppressions  which  had  come  upon  the  colony  by  means 
of  the  court  of  chancety,  declaring  that  the  establishment 
of  the  court  without  the  consent  of  the  Assembly  was  un- 
warrantable, contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  of 
pernicious  consequence  to  their  liberties  and  properties, 
and  also  declaring  the  intention  of  the  Assembly  to  enact 
remedial  legislation  at  its  next  session.  These  resolutions 
were  deemed  sn£Scient  to  justify  the  dissolntion  of  the  As- 
sembly. Governor  Burnet  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  dated  December  21,  1727  {Col.  Doc.  vol.  5,  p.  847), 
says  the  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Speaker,  Adolph  Philipse,  who  had  recently  lost  a  cause  in 
the  court  of  chancery. 


1728.    JULY.    TWEHTIBTH   ASSEKBLY,  FUST  SBSSIOH. 


JOHN  MONTGOMERIE,  Governor. 

The  Nineteenth  Assembly  was  dissolved  November  25, 
1727,  and  on  the  12th  of  February  following  writs  of  elec- 
tion were  issued  for  a  new  Assembly  to  meet  the  25th  of 
March.  A  new  Governor,  John  Montgomerie,  had  already 
been  appointed  by  a  commission  dated  October  4,  1727,  but 
he  had  not  yet  arrived  in  New  York.  The  Assembly,  which 
was  chosen  under  the  writs  of  election  issued  the  12th  of 
February,  did  not  meet,  but  was  prorogued  by  Governor 
Burnet,  who  announced  that  he  would  continue  the  proroga- 
tions until  the  arrival  of  his  successor. 

Governor  Montgomerie  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  15th 
of  April,  1728,  and  on  the  20th  dissolved  the  Assembly.  In 
a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  May  6, 1728  (Col.  Doc 
vol.  5,  'p.  856),  he  says  that  upon  his  arrival  application 
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was  immediately  niade  to  him,  and  that  the  people  of  the 
best  interest  of  the  Province  advised  him  to  dissolve  the 
new  Assembly;  he  also  aays  he  consulted  every  member  of 
the  Council  singly,  and  others.  They  all  unanimously,  and 
even  Glovemor  Bnmet  himself,  advised  him  to  call  a  new 
Assembly  "as  the  most  probable  way  to  cwnpose  differ- 
ences and  reconcile  all  animosities."  Another  Assembly 
was  called  which  met  on  the  23d  of  July.  The  same  day 
the  Governor  delivered  the  f  oUowing 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbktlembn. — When  his  Majesty  did  me  the  honor  to 
appoint  me  Governor  of  this  Province  I  was  very  sensible 
of  my  own  insufficiency  for  so  great  a  trust,  yet  I  willingly 
undertook  it,  thinking  it  my  duty  to  serve  my  King  and 
coimtry  in  whatever  station  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
employ  me. 

It  was  no  small  encouragement  for  me  to  hear  before  I 
left  England  a  general  good  character  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Province,  and  I  hope  after  being  sometime  longer 
with  you  I  shall  be  able  to  vouch  it  by  experience. 

You  who  are  the  free  choice  and  representatives  of  a 
people  who  I  have  so  much  reason  to  believe  are  well  prin- 
cipled, I  hope  are  met  together  determined  to  support  his 
Majesty's  government  by  settling  upon  him  a  revenue  in 
as  ample  a  maimer  and  at  least  for  as  long  a  time  as  former 
assemblies  have  given  it  to  his  predecessors.  By  so  doing 
you  will  express  your  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  the  best  of 
Kings,  who  is  able  and  willing  to  secure  to  you  your 
religion,  laws,  liberties  and  properties,  is  ready  to  protect 
the  trade  you  are  at  present  possessed  of,  and  is  graciously 
resolved  to  encourage  the  increase  of  your  commerce  and 
the  encouraging  of  your  manufactures.' 

1  Au^at  31st,  >n  act  was  passed,  chap.  B16,  for  the  support  of  govenb 
ment,  wbich  was  to  be  in  force  five  years. 
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I  am  fully  instructed  to  concur  with  you  in  everything 
that  is  for  the  real  good  and  interest  of  the  Province,  and 
to  take  particular  care  that  you  enjoy  your  rights  and 
privileges  in  their  full  extent ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  com- 
manded to  support  his  Majesty's  royal  prert^ative,  which 
I  will  do  with  the  greatest  zeal,  and  if  any  factious  and 
presnmptiouB  attempt  be  made  against  so  essential  a  part 
of  the  constitution,  I  expect  that  you  will  oppose  it. 

Gbhtlbmen.— I  confide  so  nmsh  in  the  good  intentions 
of  this  Assembly  that  I  shall  not  propose  to  you  any  par- 
ticular method  of  supporting  the  government,  or  securing 
the  Province  and  its  frontiers,  where  all  the  garrisons  are 
in  a  ruinous  condition.  The  things  I  recommend  to  yon  are 
for  your  honor  and  safety,  and  your  doing  them  effectually 
will  confirm  his  Majesty  of  the  good  opinion  he  has  of  his 
subjects  here. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  25.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  and 
informing  them  that  the  King  had  ordered  him  to  preserve 
their  just  rights  and  liberties. 

August  1.  Transmitting  copies  of  letters  and  other 
papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs. 

August  2.  Presenting  an  account  in  favor  of  the  late 
Governor  Burnet  for  supplies  furnished  to  a  detachment 
sent  to  Oswego. 

August  23.  Transmitting  the  King's  veto  of  an  act 
passed  November  11,  1726,  "  for  the  easier  partition  of 
lands  held  in  common,  and  promoting  the  settling  and  im- 
provement thereof,  and  for  confirming  former  divisions  of 
the  settled  townships  of  this  Colony." 

August  23.  Informing  the  Assembly  of  the  ruinous  con- 
dition of  frontier  garrisons  and  of  the  fort  at  New  York,' 


lAn   act,  ah*p.  S30,  passed  September  2Dth,  appropriated  two  hundred 
pomidi  for  th«  repair  ol  the  barracks  at  N«w  York. 
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and  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  regular  appropriation 
for  their  repair  would  be  insufficient. 

September  21.    The  ABsembly  was  adjonmed  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  April. 


1786.    lUT.    TWXnTIBTH  ASSEHBLT,  SECOND  SKSSIOH. 


JOHN  MONTGOMERIE,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  May  13.  The  next  day  the  Governor 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlemeh.— I  have  called  you  together  to  concert  and 
concur  with  you  in  advancing  the  interest  and  prosperity 
of  this  Province,  and  I  take  this  occasion  of  acquainting 
you  that  since  your  -adjournment  I  met  the  Six  Nations  of 
Indians  at  Albany,  and  I  do  assure  you  with  great  pleasure 
and  satisfaction,  that  I  find  them  thoroughly  attached  to 
our  interest.  You  will  see  this  confirmed  by  their  public 
conferences  with  me,  which  if  you  desire  shall  be  laid  before 
you. 

They  think  the  house  at  Oswego,  whidi  has  been  builded 
and  hitherto  supported  by  you,  of  so  great  consequence  to 
themselves  and  us  that  they  expect  you  will  keep  a  garrison 
there,  and  we  shall  appear  very  contMnptible  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  if  you  do  not  seasonably  and  amply  provide 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  it,  which  I  earnestly 
and  heartily  recommend  to  yon.' 

The  Indians  on  their  part  promise  to  aBsist  as  against 
any  power  that  dares  to  attack  it. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  expenses  of  that  place  have  been  so 
burthensome  to  the  Province,  but  I  believe  there  will  be 

1  July  12th,  an  net  w«i  paMed,  ebvp.  642,  to  proride  for  mnintalmiig  the 
trading  houac  »t  Oswego. 
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methods  proposed  to  you  of  doing  it  at  far  lesa  charge 
than  what  it  has  hitherto  cost  you.  I  leave  that  entirely 
to  your  consideration,  not  doubting  but  you  will  provide 
for  it  eflfectually,  and  the  less  expense  the  Province  is  at, 
it  will  be  the  more  pleasing  to  me. 

I  have  one  thing  more  to  recommend  to  you,  which  is 
appointing  an  agent  to  solicit  your  affairs  at  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  and  I  must  take  this  occasion  of  doing  justice 
to  the  gentleman  you  last  employed  by  letting  you  know 
that  to  my  certain  knowledge  he  served  you  diligently  and 
honestly,  and  very  well  deserves  the  continuance  of  the 
trust  you  reposed  in  him.* 

J.  MONTGOMERIE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  19.  Presenting  accounts  relating  to  Oswego,  and 
a  state  of  the  frontier  garrisons.     (See  note  1.) 

May  21.  Tranranitting  a  treaty  made  by  the  G-ovemor 
with  the  Six  Nations  in  October,  1728;  and  also  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  recover  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  in  the  county  of  Albany. 

May  30.  Transmitting  letters  and  other  papers  relating 
to  Indian  affairs. 

June  11.  A  conunittee  of  the  ABaembly  having  recom- 
mended the  importation  of  European  salt,  the  Governor 
was  requested  to  present  the  subject  to  the  Council,  and 
endeavor  to  procure  an  act  of  Parliament  relative  to  such 
importation.  The  Governor  replied,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  Conncil  would  "  readily  join  therein,  and  that  for 
his  part,  he  would  not  only  readily  concur,  but  likewise 
write  to  the  Speaker  and  some  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  favor  of  such  an  act."  The  next  day  a  joint 
committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

>  By  an  act  passed  July  12tb,  chap.  641.  Peter  Le  Henp  was  reappointed 
■gent  and  provision  was  made  for  hia  compensation. 
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June  16.  Transmitting  letters  from  the  Governor  of 
Connecticat  relative  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  two 
colonies. 

June  23.  The  Assembly  having  received  a  petition 
from  justices  of  the  peace  of  Albany,  complaining  of 
prosecutions  by  the  Attorney-General  for  alleged  negli- 
gence in  failing  to  keep  the  Albany  jail  in  proper  repair, 
submitted  it  to  the  Governor,  who  in  reply  assured  the 
Assembly  that  it  would  be  his  constant  endeavor  to  make 
the  pet^le  under  his  government  as  easy  as  it  was  in  his 
power. 

June  24.    Transmitting  a  letter  from  David  Humphreys, 

"Secretary  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  foreign  Parts,  dated  in  London,  the  23d  of  September 
last,  directed  to  his  said  Excellency,  importing,  that  whereas 
a  large  and  valuable  library  of  books,  consisting  of  about 
a  thousand  volumes,  had  been  bequeathed  to  them,  by  the 
late  Dr.  Millington,  Rector  of  Newington;  and  that  the 
Society  being  desirous  to  place  the  same  where  it  might  be 
most  useful  abroad,  had  agreed  to  fix  it  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  But  it  being  their  intention  it  should  be  established 
a  Library,  from  which  the  clergy  and  gentlemen  of  this 
Government,  and  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticnt, 
might  borrow  books  to  read,  upon  giving  security  to  return 
them  within  a  limited  time ;  it  was  their  desire  that  a  proper 
method  should  be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  books, 
before  they  send  them  over ;  and  therefore,  desired  it  might 
be  recommended  to  the  Assembly,  that  a  proper  place  may 
be  provided,  wherein  this  Library  may  be  reposited  for  the 
public  use,  and  that  an  act  be  made,  providing  for  tiie  due 
preservation  of  these  Books,  and  all  others  which  shall  be 
added  to  them. 

Which  letter  being  read,  the  House  do  in  the  most  grate- 
ful manner  acknowledge  the  favorable  intention  of  the 
Society  towards  this  Place  in  prefering  it  before  any  of  his 
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Majesty's  other  Plantations  on  this  Continent,  to  tepoaite 
a  Library  in,  which  will  not  only  redound  to  the  Reputation 
of  this  Colony,  but  be  vastly  useful  and  beneficial  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof.  But  before  the  House  proceed  to  take 
any  resolutions  thereon,  it  is 

OBDERED,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  a  Copy  of  this  minute 
to  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York,  who  is  desired  to 
convene  the  Common  Council  upon  the  subject  matter 
thereof,  and  that  they  make  return  to  this  House  whether 
that  Corporation  already  have  a  proper  and  convenient 
place  for  such  a  Library,  and  are  willing  to  make  it  suitable 
for  that  use.'* 

On  the  27th  the  Assembly  received  the  following: 

"  "We  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Assistants,  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  convened  in  Common  Council,  are 
very  thankful  for  the  message  sent  down  to  us  by  the  honor- 
able House,  concerning  a  proper  repository  for  the  Library 
of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Millington,  offered  to  this  Province  by 
the  venerable  the  Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel. 
We  are  truly  sensible  of  the  great  advantages  which  may 
arise  from  so  generous  and  seasonable  a  present,  and  we 
are  zealously  disposed  to  receive  the  same;  and  in  order 
thereto,  we  do  resolve  to  provide  a  large  room  for  their 
accommodation,  which  shall  be  at  any  time  hereafter,  ready 
for  that  purpose;  but  as  we  are  ignorant  at  present  of  what 
volumes  the  said  library  does  consist,  we  cannot  pat  that 
room  into  the  necessary  order,  by  preparing  shelves,  desks, 
seats  and  other  accommodations,  as  we  are  inclined  to  do. 

The  confirmation  and  enjoyment  of  this  favor  we  hope 
for,  from  the  recommendations  and  assistance  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  and  the  honorable  House,  and  we  will 
not  be  wanting  on  our  parts  to  deserve  the  same." 

The  Assembly  directed  the  foregoing  communication  to 
be  presented  to  the  Governor,  with  a  request  that  he  trans- 
mit it,  together  with  the  minute  of  the  action  of  the  As- 
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SMnbly,  to  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts,  "and  to  assure  them  this  House  is 
heartily  disposed  to  pass  an  act  for  the  due  preservation 
of  the  books  when  here." 

July  11.  Transmitting  the  King's  veto  of  an  act  passed 
November  25, 1727,  to  prevent  prosecutions  by  information. 

July  12.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  Tues- 
day in  October. 


1730.    AUGUST.    TWEHIIETH    ASSEMBLY,    THISD    SESSION. 

JOHN  MONTGOMERIE>  Governor. 

This  session,  after  several  adjournments,  opened  August 
25,  and  the  next  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.— The  principa!  reason  of  my  calling  you 
together  at  this  time  is  to  acquaint  you  that  his  Majesty 
has  disallowed  all  the  acts  you  have  passed  prohibiting  the 
selling  of  Indian  goods  to  the  French,  or  laying  duties  on 
them  from  the  year  1720  to  the  year  1729,  which  I  believe 
is  what  you  expected  from  the  late  accounts  we  have  had 
from  England. 

By  the  repeal  of  these  acts  which  I  shall  lay  before  you, 
the  last  provision  you  made  for  the  support  of  the  house 
and  garrison  at  Oswego  is  rendered  altogether  ineffectual. 

Every  man  who  knows  the  interest  and  circumstances  of 
this  province  must  be  very  sensible  of  the  importance  of 
that  place,  on  which  chiefly  depends  the  prosperity  and 
success  of  your  Indian  trade,  the  fidelity  and  obedience  of 
the  Six  Nations  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  pro- 
tection and  defence  of  your  frontier  settlements.  The 
season  of  the  year  for  transporting  men  and  provisions 
being  now  far  advanced,  I  earnestly  desire  that  you  will 
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speedily  provide  effectual  and  unoxceptionable  supplies 
for  this  service.* 

I  also  expect  you  will  take  into  your  serious  considera- 
tion the  ruinous  condition  of  all  the  other  frontier  garri- 
sons, and  the  miserable  state  of  the  (Peers'  barracks  in 
the  fort  at  New  York.' 

It  gives  me  very  great  uneasiness  to  propose  any  ex- 
pense to  the  Province,  but  the  things  I  have  mentioned  are 
so  absolutely  necessary  for  his  Majesty  'b  service  and 
safety  of  his  subjects,  that  I  think  myself  indispensably 
obliged  to  recommend  them  most  earnestly  to  you. 

J.  MONTGOMEEIE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Angnst  26.  Transmitting  the  King's  veto  of  all  acts 
passed  by  the  colonial  legislature  from  1720  to  1729,  pro- 
hibiting the  selling  of  Indian  goods  to  the  French,  or  laying 
duties  on  them.  Petitions  against  the  acts  had  been  pre- 
sented by  merchants  of  New  York  and  London,  and  by 
manufacturers  engaged  in  the  fur  trade.  The  Privy 
Council,  in  its  report  on  the  acts,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  "  the  fur  trade  which  is  of  great  importance  to  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  appears  to  be  highly  affected  by  the 
said  acts,  and  that  the  clauses  relating  to  the  execution  of 
the  said  acts  are  grevions  and  oppressive." 

September  9.  The  Assembly  proposed  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  houses  to  prepare  a  memorial  to  the 
King,  showing  what  had  been  dme  in  relation  to  the  Indian 
trade,  particularly  at  Oswego,  ■  and  praying  that  the  ex- 
pense necessary  to  support  the  trading  house  erected  there, 
may  be  borne  either  by  the  trade  itself,  or  by  those  who 
reap  the  only  benefit  of  it.  The  Governor  was  requested 
to  join  in  and  promote  the  memorial. 

I  An  net,  chap.  G6I,  passed  October  2Mh,  provided  for  nuintalnlng  th« 
troops  at  Osw^o. 

1  Action  relkting  to  the  frontiers  and  the  Fort  George  barracka  1*  noted 
under  Speciftl  Heaaagea  of  October  Ist  and  ITth. 
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Two  days  later  the  Governor,  replying  to  the  Assembly 
resolation,  said  he  woald  acquaint  the  Council  with  the 
matter  in  order  to  appoint  members  of  the  joint  committee. 
A  joint  committee  was  subsequently  appointed,  and  a 
memorial  was  sent  to  the  home  government. 

October  1.  The  Assembly,  having  adopted  a  resolution 
requesting  the  Governor  to  cause  a  plan  to  be  made  of  a 
new  stone  fort  at  Albany,  with  sufficient  barracks  for  the 
garrison  therein,  and  to  make  an  estimate  of  its  cost,  the 
Governor  replied  that  he  would  ' '  not  only  cause  the  ground 
to  be  viewed  and  a  plan  of  a  proper  fort  to  be  made,  but 
also  consult  able  workmen  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
thereof,  in  order  to  lay  the  same  before  this  house  next 


October  17.  Replying  to  an  Assembly  resolution  re- 
questing the  Governor  to  expend  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  repairs  on  the  ofiBcers'  barracks  at  Fort  George, 
the  Governor  said  he  would  lay  the  matter  before  the 
Council,  "  and  cause  the  said  barracks  to  be  repaired  in 
the  most  frugal  manner." 

October  19.  Presenting  accounts  relating  to  the  trading 
house  at  Oswego. 

October  28.  Advising  the  Assembly,  in  respcmse  to  its 
resolution,  that  he  would  publish  a  proclamation  in  the  New 
York  Gazette,  offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehension  of 
a  notorious  horse  thief. 

October  29.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  March. 


1731.    AUGUST.    TWEHXIEIH  ASSEHBLY,  FOURTH  SESSIOH. 


RIP  VAN  DAM,  President  of  the  Council. 

Governor  Montgomerie  died  July  1,  1731.  By  his  death, 
executive  authority  became  vested  in  Rip  Van  Dam,  presi- 
dent of  the  Council, 
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The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday 
of  March,  but  was  continued  by  prorogation  under  proda- 
mations  issued  by  the  late  Governor,  and  also  by  President 
Van  Dam.  The  fourth  session  opened  August  25,  at  the 
house  of  Harmanus  Rutgers  "near  the  Fresh  "Water." 
The  President  and  Council  met  at  Captain  Kippen's  house, 
where  tbey  were  joined  later  in  the  day  by  the  Assembly, 
at  the  request  of  the  President,  who  then  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlembn.— Upon  the  death  of  our  late  Governor,  John 
Montgomerie,  esquire,  the  powers  and  authorities  by  his 
Majesty's  commission  and  instruction  given  to  him  de- 
volving on  me,  I  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  his  Majesty's  Council,  to  call  you  together  at  this  time 
to  make  such  acts  and  such  provision  as  are  immediately 
necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service,  the  security  of  the 
Province  and  the  preservation  of  the  peace  thereof. 

I  must  in  a  particular  manner  recommend  that  timely 
and  effectual  provisions  may  be  made  for  supporting  the 
post  of  Oswego  and  the  troops  posted  in  it,  and  to  regulate 
the  Indian  trade  there  as  the  most  probable  method  to  in- 
crease the  fur  trade  and  to  draw  the  remote  Indians,  and 
to  conflrm  the  Six  Nations  in  their  fidelity  and  obedience 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.' 

I  must  likewise  recommend  to  your  serious  consideration 
the  ruinous  and  bad  condition  of  our  frontier  garrisons, 
which  requires  your  particular  care,  especially  the  build- 
ing of  a  fort  at  Albany  according  to  the  resolve  last 


1  September  30th  kn  act,  cbap.  568,  was  passed  for  the  support  of  tlie  troops 
at  Oswego,  and  for  the  reflation  of  trade  there. 

3  The  Aaaembly  adopted  a  resolution  on  the  88th  of  August,  postponing 
until  llie  next  Muion  the  subject  of  a  new  fort  at  Albany,  but  on  the  30th 
of  SeptMuber  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the  erection  of  two  block 
knues  at  Albany,  in  accordance  with  acta  relating  to  that  subject  paaaed  in 
1724  and  ITSe. 
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I  need  not  pat  yon  in  mind  that  a  new  act  onght  to  be 
made  for  letting  to  farm  the  exdse  of  strong  liquors  re- 
tailed in  this  Province,'  that  act  being  nigh  expiring,  and 
if  yon  think  other  acts  shall  be  immediately  necessary  for 
his  Majesty's  service  or  the  good  of  this  Province,  yon 
shall  find  me  ready  to  concnr  with  you  therein. 

The  nature  of  the  business  to  be  before  you  requires 
dispatch,  and  your  own  good  understanding  will  I  doubt 
not  produce  a  suitable  unanimity  that  neither  you  nor  the 
country  may  be  burthened  by  a  long  session. 

RIP  VAN  DAM. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  30.  Transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany;  instructions 
by  the  Commiasioners  to  the  Indian  interpreter  on  the 
Governor's  death,  and  also  a  conference  with  some  of  the 
Indians;  a  report  by  the  interpreter;  other  letters  relating 
to  Indian  affairs,  and  reports  concerning  the  garrisons  at 
Albany  and  Schenectady. 

August  31.  Approving  a  transfer  of  the  session  of  the 
Assembly  to  the  City  Hall.  According  to  the  journal  this 
change  was  made  because  it  was  discovered  that  a  person 
was  ill  with  the  smallpox  in  the  house  where  the  session 
was  being  held.  More  than  one  third  of  the  members  bad 
never  had  that  distemper,  and  had  determined  not  to  ap- 
pear any  more  during  the  session, 

September  2.  The  Assembly,  having  proposed  a  joint 
committee  to  prepare  a  protest  against  a  pending  bill  in 
Parliament  for  the  better  securing  and  encouraging  the 
sugar  colonies  in  America  on  the  ground  that  snob  an  act 
would  injure  the  northern  colonies,  the  President  said  he 
would  not  only  lay  the  matter  before  the  Coundl,  but  pro- 
mote it  himself.  A  committee  was  accordingly  ^pointed, 
and  a  memorial  was  transmitted  to  the  home  government. 


>Ab  ezdie  law,  chap  664,  wu  poased  September  30th. 
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September  8.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor 
Belcher  of  MaBsachusetts  to  the  late  Governor  Moot- 
gomerie,  relating  to  the  boundary  between  the  two  colonies. 

September  30.  Transmitting  a  report  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany. 
"  Importing  that  the  French,  with  aboat  eighty  men  had 
built  a  fort  and  enclosed  it  with  stockadoes  at  the  Crown 
Point,  on  the  south  end  of  Corlar's  Lake,  near  the  carry- 
ing place  above  Saratoga ;  that  they  had  also  built  a  house 
forty  feet,  and  were  busy  to  erect  two  more  there,  and 
that  the  persons  who  brought  this  account,  did  add  that 
they  were  credibly  informed  in  Canada  that  the  French 
designed  to  inclose  the  said  Fort  and  buildings,  with  a 
stone  wall  next  spring,  and  that  they  positively  designed 
to  go  up  at  the  same  time  with  200  men  to  Fiederodequat, 
lying  on  the  south  side  of  Cadaraqua  Lake  above  Oswego, 
near  the  Seneka's  country,  in  order  to  stop  the  English 
trade  at  Oswego. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  are  justly 
apprehensive  that  if  those  attempts  and  encroadiments  are 
not  prevented,  they  may  prove  of  the  last  consequence,  not 
only  to  this  colony,  but  also  to  several  other  of  his 
Majesty's  colonies  on  this  Continent.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Frendi  can  march  from  Crown  Point  in  ihree  days  to 
Albany  itself  (whereby  the  Frontiers  would  be  extremely 
exposed),  in  case  a  rupture  should  happen  between  that 
Crown  and  Qreat  Britain,  and  in  the  meanwhile  they  may 
at  Fiederondequat,  obstruct  the  Beaver  and  Fur  Trade  at 
Oswego,  which  has  been  acquired  there  at  a  vast  expense; 
and  therefore  came  to  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  addressed  (as  the  House 
hereby  humbly  do)  to  represent  these  attempts  of  en- 
croachments of  the  French,  and  the  fatal  consequences  the 
same  may  be  attended  with,  unto  his  Majesty  or  his  Minis- 
ters of  State,  in  order  to  obtain  such  relief  and  directions 
16 
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therein  as  to  his  said  Majesty,  in  his  great  wiBd<HD,  shall 
seem  meet. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honor  be  likewise  addressed,  that  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  AfFaiTS  at  Albany  be  directed  to 
employ  proper  persons,  and  such  as  have  an  interest 
among  the  Six  Nations,  particularly  among  the  Senekas,  to 
dispose  them  to  prevent  the  French  from  annoying  them, 
or  obstructing  our  trade  with  the  Indians,  either  at  Fiede- 
rondequat,  or  at  any  other  place  in  the  conntries  belong- 
ing to  them ;  and  that  the  charge  attending  that  service,  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  ihe  support  of 
this  Govermnent." 

The  President  was  also  requested  to  communicate  with 
the  Oovemors  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  Pennsyl- 
vania in  relatiwi  to  the  proposed  encroachments  by  the 
French. 

September  30.  By  direction  of  President  Van  Dam,  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  smallpox,  the  Assembly  was 
adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  December. 


1738.    AUGUST.    TWXHTIETH  ASSEUBLT,  FIFTH  SESSIOK. 


WILLIAM  COSBY,  Governor. 

The  new  Governor  was  appointed  by  a  commission  dated 
March  27,  1732.  He  arrived  in  New  York  August  1.  The 
Assembly  convened  the  9th,  and  the  next  day  Governor 
Cosby  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. — ^When  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased 
to  appoint  me  Governor  of  this  Province,  I  intended  to 
embark  early  in  the  spring,  but  upon  the  application  of 
your  agents  I  quitted  that  resolution  in  order  to  give  the 
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best  assiBtance  I  was  able  towards  the  defeating  the  bill 
then  depending  in  Parliament  in  favor  of  the  Sugar 
Islands;  what  success  it  has  bad  yon  very  well  know. 

Qbntlbmen. — I  am  extremely  pleased  to  see  you  bo  soon 
assembled  after  my  arrival.  The  season  of  the  year  and 
exigence  of  affairs  requiring  not  only  a  speedy  application, 
but  your  utmost  attention,  and  I  do  not  in  the  least  doubt 
bnt  that  you  are  met  together,  determined  to  support  bis 
Majesty's  government  by  settling  upon  him  a  revenue  in 
as  full  and  etmple  a  manner,  and  at  least  for  as  long  a  time 
as  you  or  any  former  Assembly  have  at  any  time  given  it,* 
and  to  make  such  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
garrison  of  Oswego  and  for  the  repairs  of  that  place,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  garrisons,  as  their  ruinous  condition 
requires*  This  will  encourage  the  soldiers  to  do  their 
duty  cheerfully,  give  the  Five  Nations  a  full  assurance  of 
protection,  and  make  your  trade  more  extensive  among  the 
remote  Indians,  and  in  all  things  answer  the  end  to  which 
it  is  designed.  Those  things  his  Majosty,  tiie  best  of 
Kings,  whose  universal  care  of  his  subjects  he  makes  his 
greatest  glory,  thinks,  for  your  own  sakes,  you  should  do, 
therefore  expects  it  from  this  Assembly,  of  whose  loyalty 
and  dutiful  atfection  to  his  person  and  government  he  is 
fully  satisfied. 

Gentlemen. —  I  am  commanded  to  assure  you  of  his 
Majesty's  protection  in  your  religion  and  all  your  just 
rights  and  liberties,  and  of  his  gracious  inclination  to 
encourage  your  trade,  on  which  the  strength  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Province  does  in  a  great  measure  depend.  If 
any  new  laws  are  necessary  for  the  encouragement  and 
enlarging  of  your  trade,  in  any  of  it  branches,  you  may 
depend  upon  my  concurring  with  you,  and  if  there  be  any- 

■  An  act  for  the  support  of  government,  chap.  5S1,  waa  passed  October 
lllh,  uid  was  to  be  in  force  Are  jears. 

3  October  14th,  an  act  was  passed,  chap.  692,  for  the  pHvment  of  claims 
for  serrices  and  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  tlie  trading  bouse  at 
Oawego,  for  the  support  of  the  garrison  there,  and  to  regulate  the  Indian  trade. 
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thing  wanting  to  make  you  a  flourishing  and  happy  people 
yon  may  be  assured  I  will  use  my  utmost  power  and  inter- 
est to  serve  yon. 

W.  COSBY. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  14.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

September  5.  Transmitting  a  memorial  from  the  city 
authorities  of  Albany  and  the  Conuuissioners  of  Indian 
Affairs  there,  setting  forth  the  defenceless  condition  of  the 
city  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  France,  and  urging  immediate 
action  by  the  Aasembiy. 

September  6.  Sending  a  large  parcel  of  counterfeit 
bills  of  credit,  and  recommending  their  immediate  destruc- 
tion.   They  were  accordingly  burned. 

October  14.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  April,  1733. 


1733.    OCTOBBB.    TWEHTIETH  ASSEHBLT,  SIXTH  SESSIOH. 


WILLIAM  COSBY,  Governor. 

The  sixtb  session  opened  October  15tb,  and  the  next  day 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlbmbh.—  The  season  of  the  year  being  so  far  ad- 
vanced I  shall  only  at  this  time  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration a  thorough  repair  of  the  barracks  in  this  fort. 
The  work  has  been  already  begun  on  some  of  them,  and  a 
moderate  expense  may  finish  it  and  make  them  useful  for 
many  years,  but  if  they  are  longer  neglected  they  will  in 
a  short  time  be  incapable  of  a  repair,  and  must  of  necessity 
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be  new  bnilt,  the  charge  vhereof  will  be  mnch  heavier  than 
that  of  a  present  repair.' 

There  are  some  temporary  laws  expired  or  pretty  nigh 
expiring,  whidi  it  will  be  necessary  to  revive  or  continue. 
I  need  not  point  them  out  to  you.  You  know  them  and  the 
usefulness  of  them.  Tbese  and  whatever  else  are  neces- 
sary for  the  welfare  of  the  Province  I  will  readily  concur  in. 

W.  COSBY. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  31,  Promising  compliance  with  the  Assembly's 
request  for  the  appointment  of  a  new  ctHnmissary  at 
Oswego,  and  for  an  order  prohibiting  such  commissary  and 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  at  that  place  from 
trading  with  the  Indians. 

November  1.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  third 
Tuesday  in  April,  1734. 


1734.    APKIL.    TWENTIETH  ASSEHBLT,  SE7BHTH  SKSSIOH. 


WILLIAM  COSBY,  Governor. 

The  seventh  session  opened  April  25th,  and  on  the  same 
day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlbmbn.— As  I  knew  there  was  nothing  of  greater 
concern  or  higher  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Provinoe  than  the  raiconragement  of  trade,  wherein  the 
welfare  and  even  the  subsistence  both  of  the  farmer  and 
tradesman  depends,  I  have  made  it  my  business  to  inform 

1 A  reaolutlon  waa  adopted  October  Slat,  postponing  Bctloii  concerning  the 
bim^s  until  the  next  ecuion. 
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myself  of  its  present  sitnatioD,  and  of  the  discouragements 
it  labors  under,  hoping  that  by  discovering  the  causes  of 
its  decay  I  might  find  a  remedy. 

I  will  first  point  out  some  of  the  principal  causes  of  the 
decay  of  trade,  and  then  propose  some  remedy  for  them. 

The  first  and  principal  cause  is  that  your  neighbors, 
especially  the  Bermndians,  have  by  degrees  got  such  foot- 
ing that  they  are  now  become  your  common  carriers, 
whereby  not  only  building,  which  is  a  vast  advantage  to  a 
country,  is  discouraged  and  almost  wholly  disused,  artifi- 
cers without  employ,  their  families  reduced  to  great  neces- 
sity at  present,  and  no  prospect  beiore  them  but  extreme 
poverty  or  forsaking  their  country;  but  likewise  vast  sums 
of  money  are  yearly  carried  out  of  the  Province  by 
strangers  who,  as  I  am  well  informed,  spend  hardly  any- 
thing even  for  their  daily  subsistence  while  here,  nor  im- 
port anything  useful  or  profitable  into  it. 

Another  cause  of  the  decay  of  trade  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  having  your  flour,  the  staple  commodities  of  the  country, 
put  under  such  essays  and  strict  search  and  inspection  as 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  any  but 
such  as  may  equal  in  goodness  the  best  that  is  exported 
from  your  neighboring  Provinces,  whose  flour  has  gained 
a  reputation  superior  to  yours  from  the  wholesome  laws 
they  have  made  to  prevent  frauds  and  abuses. 

I  propose  therefore  and  earnestly  recommend  to  yon. 
Gentlemen,  to  pass  some  law  or  laws  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  your  own  building  and  navigation,  for  the  dis- 
couragement of  those  who  supplant  you  in  your  navigation 
by  laying  a  duty  of  tonnage  on  them,  and  for  putting  all 
flour  to  be  exported  under  a  strict  essay  and  inspection. 
This  will  prevent  frauds  and  abuses  in  bolting,  give  life 
to  the  expiring  hopes  of  your  ship  carpenters  and  other 
tradesmen,  recall  their  unwilling  resolution  to  depart  the 
Province,  and  encourage  others  to  come  into  it,  fill  your 
harbors  with  vessels  of  your  own,  inspire  your  youth  with 
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warm  indinatioDB  to  become  seamen,  and  by  ^ving  new 
vigor  to  a  declining  trade,  fill  your  country  with  riches  and 
spread  its  reputation  far  and  wide.' 

Nor  are  these  the  only  things  of  high  concern  that  I  have 
to  recommend  to  you;  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
harbor  and  town  of  New  York  and  of  the  frontiers  are 
greatly  necessary,  nor  is  any  time  so  fit  to  guard  against 
future  enemies  as  a  time  of  peace.  How  long  the  present 
peace  may  continue  is  uncertain;  I  therefore  earnestly 
recommend  to  you  to  make  use  of  the  present  time,  and  to 
give  a  sufficient  sum  for  the  erecting  a  battery  at  the  point 
of  rocks  by  Whitehall,  and  of  new  forts  at  Albany  and 
Schenectady.'  I  have  drawn-  such  plans  for  those  purposes 
as  I  think  will  best  answer  the  end,  and  made  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  which  I  will  order  to  be  laid  before  you; 
if  these  expenses  appear  large,  consider  the  benefits  that 
you  are  to  receive  from  them,  which  are  no  less  than  the 
defence  of  your  country  and  protection  of  your  families; 
and  let  the  management  of  the  money  be  put  into  frugal 
hands,  such  as  reside  constantly  in  the  respective  places, 
and  who  more  proper  than  the  representatives  or  some  of 
the  corporation  of  the  two  cities,  and  s(Hne  of  the  most 
substantial  inhabitants  of  the  other  town  where  there  is  no 
corporation,  and  let  8  strict  account  be  required  and  ren- 
dered of  the  disposal  of  it,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
think  the  money  well  laid  out. 

If  any  branches  of  your  trade  be  overladen  with  duty,  I 
wish  some  effectual  method  would  be  taken  to  ease  them 
by  an  imposition  on  some  other  parts  better  able  to  bear  it, 


1  Two  acts  relating  to  commerce  tfnd  navigation  were  passed  June  22d; 
one,  elutp.  611,  impoaed  a  dutj  of  tonnage  for  six  years  on  all  vessels  trading 
in  Ute  colony;  and  the  other,  chap.  612,  regulated  the  rates  to  be  taken  for 
■hipa  knd  other  Tessels  using  tha  wharf  called  Burnetts  Key  in  the  city  of 
Kew  Tork. 

>An  act,  chap.  610,  was  passed  June  22d,  providing  for  the  fortifieatioa 
nf  Albany  and  Schenectady.  As  to  other  fitrtiScations,  see  next  session,  special 
,  November  28th,  pout,  p.  250. 
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or  on  something  that  may  not  at  all  affect  trade.  For  my 
part  I  think  a  duty  upon  paper  to  be  used  in  the  law  and  in 
all  conveyances  and  deeds  of  every  denomination,  may,  if 
rightly  managed,  bring  a  considerable  sum  of  money  yearly 
to  the  treasury,  and  if  upon  trial  you  find  it  will  answer 
your  expectation,  you  may  then  ease  such  branches  of  trade 
as  most  want  it  of  so  much  as  that  duty  that  will  amount  to. 
I  propose  it  as  an  experiment,  with  no  other  view  than  for 
the  ease  and  encouragement  of  trade,  in  the  prosperity 
whereof  every  one  of  you  is  concerned;  but  as  it  is  uncer- 
tain what  such  a  duty  will  amount  unto  clear  of  all  charges, 
you  may  direct  the  money  arising  from  it  to  be  paid  into 
the  bands  of  the  Treasurer  and  there  lodged  till  by  an  act 
you  apply  it  to  some  particular  uses. 

I  see  with  concern  that  whilst  the  neighboring  Provinces 
are  filled  with  honest,  useful  and  laborious  white  people, 
the  truest  riches  and  surest  strength  of  a  country,  this 
Province  seems  regardless  of  the  vast  advantage  which 
such  acquisitions  might  bring  them  and  of  the  disadvan- 
tages that  attend  the  too  great  importation  of  negroes  and 
convicts.  These  things  are  worthy  your  consideration,  and 
require  your  speedy  attention,  as  the  greatest  good  is  to 
be  expected  from  one,  and  the  greatest  evil  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  other. 

The  Six  Nations  of  Indians  are  often  in  want  of  smiths 
and  their  tools  to  mend  their  arms.  I  recommend  it  to  yon 
to  make  provision  for  that  purpose.  The  French  not  only 
do  that,  but  constantly  send  some  men  of  art  and  interest 
to  reside  among  them,  furnished  with  brandy,  lead  and 
powder  which  they  give  from  time  to  time  to  the  Indians, 
whereby  they  ingratiate  themselves  with  them  and  alienate 
their  affections  from  us.  It  is  our  interest  to  defeat  the 
attempts  of  the  French  by  the  like  acts  and  to  preserve  the 
friendship  of  the  Sis  Nations,  though  at  a  greater  expense. 

If  there  are  any  other  laws  wanting  for  the  defence  of 
the  Province,  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  for  the  enconr- 
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agement  of  husbandry,  or  for  promoting  manafactureB, 
arts  and  sciences  among  you,  you  may  depend  upon  my 
dieerful  concurrence  with  you,  well  knowing  that  I  cannot 
recommend  myself  to  his  Majesty,  the  best  of  Kings,  more 
effectually  than  by  promoting  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Province,  who  being  full  of  affection  to  his 
people  and  tender  of  their  civil  and  religious  rights,  ex- 
pects from  them  the  grateful  return  of  loyalty  and  duty  to 
his  person  and  reverence  and  submission  to  his  just  pre- 
rogative and  authority. 

"W.  COSBY. 
SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  29.  Transmitting  plans  for  a  battery  at  the  rocks 
at  Whitehall,  estimated  to  cost  twelve  thousand  pounds, 
also  a  plan  for  a  fort  at  Albany  to  cost  five  thousand 
pounds,  and  a  fort  at  Schenectady  to  cost  three  thousand 
pounds.    (See  note  2.) 

May  1.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

May  4.  Transmitting  a  revised  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
fortifications,  namely,  the  battery  at  Whitehall  eleven 
thousand  ten  pounds,  the  fort  at  Albany  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  twenty-five  pounds,  and  the  fort  at  Schenec- 
tady, two  thousand  six  hundred  sixteen  .pounds,  thirteen 
shillings  one  pence;  also  papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs, 
including  information  relative  to  the  endeavors  of  the 
French  to  gain  the  Indians  over  to  their  interest.  (As  to 
fortifications,  see  note  2.) 

June  17.  Acceding  to  the  Assembly's  request  for  an 
adjournment  imtil  after  harvest,  and  urging  action  during 
the  present  week  on  all  important  legislation. 

June  20.  Promising  compliance  with  the  Assembly's  re- 
quest that  Col.  Philip  Schuyler  be  sent  with  a  smith  and  a 
present  to  the  Seneca  nation. 

June  22.  Recommending  that  the  Assembly  adjourn  to 
the  fourth  Tuesday  of  July  next.  The  Assembly  was  ad- 
journed accordingly. 
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WILLIAM  COSBY,  Governor. 

The  Eighth  Session  opened  October  2d.  There  was  no 
speech  by  the  Governor. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  9.  Transmitting  a  communication  fr(»n  the 
Lords  of  Trade  requesting  the  Governor's  opinion  as  to 
"what  further  encQuragements  may  be  necessary  to  en- 
gage the  inhabitants  of  the  British  colonies,  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  particularly  of  those  within  your  gov- 
ernment, to  apply  their  industry  to  the  cultivation  of  naval 
stores  of  all  kinds,  and  likewise  of  such  other  products  as 
may  be  proper  for  the  soil  of  the  said  colony,  and  do  not 
interfere  with  the  trade  or  product  of  Great  Britain." 

November  28.  The  Assembly  unanimously  requested 
the  Governor  to  dissolve  it  after  the  laws  passed  at  the 
session  had  been  published.  The  Governor  declined  to 
dissolve  the  Assembly. 

The  same  day  the  Council  and  Assembly  presented  to  the 
Governor  an  address,  requesting  his  approval  of  an  act 
authorizing  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit  for  twelve  thousand 
pounds,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for  repairing  and  erecting 
fortifications  on  the  frontier  and  otherwise  preparing  for 
the  defence  of  the  colony.  The  Governor  approved  the  bill, 
saying,  however,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  seventeenth 
item  in  his  instructions,  but  that  he  hoped  the  King  would 
approve  the  law  as  the  only  method  in  their  power  to  put 
the  colony  in  a  posture  of  defence.  (See  chapter  625, 
passed  November  28th,  relating  to  bills  of  credit,  and  chap- 
ter 626,  providing  for  fortifications.) 

The  Governor  recommended  that  the  Assembly  adjourn 
to  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1735,  and  the  Speaker  ad- 
journed the  Assembly  accordingly. 

[860] 
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WILLIAM  COSBY,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday 
in  April,  1735,  but  the  ninth  session  was  not  opened  until 
October  16th.  The  next  day  the  Govemor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  The  obligation  I  was  under  to  meet  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany  to  renew  the  covenant 
chain  has  prevented  my  calling  you  together  sooner.  But 
that  the  garrison  of  Oswego  might  not  be  disappointed  of 
the  provisions  that  are  necessary  for  the  ensuing  year,  I 
did,  before  I  went  to  Albany,  with  the  advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council,  direct  Mr.  D'Peyster  and  Mr.  Sdiuyler, 
who  signified  to  us  their  willingness  to  undertake  it,  to 
make  provision  before  the  winter  should  set  in,  promising 
them,  as  I  now  do,  to  recommend  it  to  you.' 

There  are  some  things  that  I  recommended  to  you  at 
your  last  sitting  which  require  your  further  and  effectual 
care,  particularly  the  encouragement  of  the  trade  of  the 
Province  and  the  peopling  it  with  honest  industrious  men. 
They  are  things  of  the  utmost  concernment  to  you,  wherein, 
as  in  all  other  things  for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the 
good  of  the  country,  yon  may  depend  upon  my  concurrence. 

W.  COSBY. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  4.    At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houhes,  the 

Governor  delivered  to  the  Speaker,  an  abstract  of  the  state 

1  An  act,  chap.  630,  wm  passed  November  Bth,  to  provide  tor  expensei 
incurred  in  eoniiectioii  with  the  trading  house  Kt  Oswego,  and  for  the  maiate 
■usee  of  the  garrison  there. 

[Mil 
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of  the  revenue  from  March  1,  1733,  to  September  1,  1735, 
and  said: 

"  I  find  by  the  Treasurer's  accoimts  of  the  present  state 
of  the  revenue,  that  there  is  already  a  large  deficiency,  and 
from  the  ensuing  season  of  the  year  it  may  be  apprehended 
that  it  wilt  be  much  augmented  before  your  next  meeting, 
if  some  timely  and  effectual  provision  be  not  now  made. 
Justice  and  your  own  honor  oblige  yon  to  it,  and  the 
officers  of  the  (Jovemment,  whose  subsistence  depends 
npon  it,  and  his  Majesty's  service,  make  it  my  indispen- 
sable duty  to  recommend  it  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner. 
Things  of  this  nature  grow  worse  by  delay ;  the  ways  and 
means  to  pay  a  large  debt  may  become  burthensome  to  the 
country,  whereas  a  timely  provision  will  not  be  felt. 

Had  I  known  of  this  at  your  first  meeting  I  had  then 
mentioned  it  to  you  and  not  have  troubled  you  at  this 
time."* 

November  4,  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Assembly 
by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
York  "  setting  forth,  that  as  they  conceive  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  the  same  representatives  in  General  Assembly 
is  a  great  grievance,  and  that  the  frequent  election  of  them 
is  a  most  valuable  privilege,  and  therefore  flatter  them- 
selves, that  this  House  will  endeavor  all  they  can  to  obtain 
a  dissolution  of  this  present  Assembly." 

The  Assembly  ordered  that  the  petition  be  presented  to 
the  Governor,  and  that  be  be  informed  that  it  was  the 
unanimons  desire  of  the  Assembly  that  it  be  dissolved  after 
the  publication  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  present  session. 
The  Governor  replied  on  the  6tb,  refusing  to  dissolve  the 
Assembly.  A  similar  request,  with  the  same  result,  made 
by  the  Assembly  on  its  motion  in  Novanber,  1734,  has 
been  already  noted. 

November  8.  Eecommending  that  the  Assembly  ad- 
journ to  the  last  Tuesday  in  March,  1736.  The  Assembly 
adjourned  accordingly. 

sThe  Aasemblj  adopted  a  reaolution  on  the  8th  of  November  to  consider 
the  revenue  at  the  next  session. 
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Near  the  close  of  Governor  Cosby 's  adroinistratioii, 
differences  of  opinion  arose  as  to  his  right  to  sit  with  the 
Council  in  its  legislative  capacity.  It  seems  that  np  to  this 
time  it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  Governors  to  preside  in 
the  Council  when  it  was  acting  as  a  le^slative  body,  and  it 
was  charged  against  Governor  Cosby  that  he  took  part  in 
the  debates  on  bills  and  voted  on  their  passage.  The 
resnlt  of  this  practice  was  that  the  Governor  might  act  on 
a  bill  three  times,  namely,  he  might  vote  when  it  was  under 
consideration,  he  would  have  a  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie, 
and  finally  as  Governor  might  veto  the  measure. 

A  controversy  having  arisen  between  Governor  Cosby 
and  Rip  Van  Dam,  late  President  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Van 
Dam  in  December,  1733,  preferred  charges  against  the 
Governor,  alleging  maladministration  in  numerous  par- 
ticulars, including  his  participation  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Council  while  it  was  acting  in  a  legislative  capacity. 
The  matter  came  finally  before  the  Lords  of  Trade,  who 
speaking  through  Secretary  Popple,  in  a  letter  to  Governor 
Cosby  dated  January  23,  1736  (Col.  Doc  vol.  6,  p.  39), 
following  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  and  Solici- 
tor-General dated  January  15,  1735  (Col.  Doe.  vol.  6,  p.  41), 
defined  the  Governor's  relation  to  the  Colonial  Legislature 
as  follows: 

'*  The  Council  sits  in  two  capacities,  viz.,  as  your  Coun- 
cil, to  advise  you  generally  in  all  political  cases,  and  in 
particnlar  cases  where,  by  your  instructions  you  are  re- 
strained from  acting  without  their  advice  and  consent :  in 
both  these  cases  you  are  to  ait  and  advise  with  them.  They 
likewise  sit  as  the  third  part  of  the  Legislature  and  in  that 
case  you  are  neither  to  sit  nor  vote  with  them.  Was  you 
to  do  it  upon  any  occasion  where  a  law  is  the  subject  of 
their  debate,  and  that  the  Councillors  being  divided  in 
opinion  the  law  should  either  be  passed  or  rejected  by  your 
single  vote,  it  would  in  fact  be  taking  away  the  privilege  of 
the  Conncil  in  vesting  two  of  the  three  parts  of  the  Legis- 

[253] 
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lature  in  one  person,  and  consequently  destroying  fliat 
constitution  so  prudently  established  by  his  Majesty's 
commission  and  instructions  for  the  Government  of  his 
American  Colonies." 

On  the  suggestion  that  the  Governor  expected  that  bills 
passed  by  the  Assembly  should  be  presented  to  him  before 
being  laid  before  the  Council,  the  letter  says  as  a  third  part 
of  the  Legislature  is  vested  in  the  Governor,  he  has  "  an 
absolute  negative  upon  every  act  agreed  to  by  the  Coundl 
or  Assembly,"  and  therefore  he  is  not  to  expect  any  act  to 
be  presented  to  him,  until  it  shall  have  passed  both  the 
Council  and  Assembly. 

Concerning  the  suggestion  that  the  Governor  had  ad- 
joamed  the  Assembly  in  his  own  niune,  he  is  reminded  that 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  his  instructions  he  is  to  act  in  the 
King's  name  and  not  his  own,  and  doubt  is  expressed 
whether  the  Governor  has  power  to  adjourn  the  Assembly, 
if,  however,  he  has  such  power,  it  must  be  exercised  in  the 
King's  name,  but  the  power  to  pror<^ue  or  dissolve  the 
Assembly  is  a  royal  prerc^:ative  which  is  vested  in  the 
Governor. 

After  this  time  the  Council,  acting  in  its  legislative 
capacity,  was  an  indepedenl  body  with  its  own  presiding 
oflScer,  and  the  Governor  did  not  participate  in  legislation 
except  to  act  on  bills  passed  by  both  houses. 


1736.     OCTOBEB.    TWENTIETH  ASSEHBLT,  TENTH  SESSION. 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  President  of  the  Council,  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

At  the  close  of  the  ninth  session,  the  Assembly  was  ad- 
journed to  the  last  Tuesday  in  March,  1736.  Governor 
Cosby  died  on  the  10th  of  March,  after  an  illness  of  aboat 
sixteen  weeks.    George  Clarke  as  President  of  the  Council, 
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theraqKMi  became  the  ^eoitive  head  of  the  colony.  The 
AnsemMy  which  had  be^i  contmaed  by  adjoomnients  from 
time  to  time  met  on  the  13th  of  Oc^ber.  Mr.  Claile  vas 
still  acting  by  virtae  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  him 
as  President  of  the  Conncil.  He  had  been  appointed  Lien- 
tenant-Governor  by  a  commission  dated  July  13,  1736,  but 
the  ccmmuBsion  was  not  received  nntit  October  29. 
On  the  14tli,  as  President,  he  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbktumbn.— There  never  was  a  time  wberein  yonr  sit- 
ting was  more  necessary  than  the  present  to  heal  the  on- 
happy  divisions  that  have  sprung  up  in  this  Province,  to 
provide  for  the  safety,  the  defence  and  prosperity  of  it,  to 
encourage  trade  and  navigation,  and  to  promote  the  raising 
and  manufacturing  such  commodities  as  may  be  advantage- 
ous to  yourselves,  and  useful  to  Great  Britain. 

You  have  by  a  resolve  of  your  House  engaged  the  public 
faith  (which  ought  ever  to  be  sacred)  to  make  good  the 
defidencies  of  the  revenue,  and  I  promise  myself  from  your 
well  known  loyalty  and  dnty  to  his  Majesty  that  you  will 
now  cheerfully  and  effectually  provide  for  it,  and  it  re- 
quires yonr  earliest  attention.* 

Ship  building,  which  in  some  of  your  neighboring  Prov- 
inces is  carried  on  to  a  large  extent  and  is  become  a  con- 
Biderable  part  of  their  returns  to  Great  Britain,  has  for 
many  years  been  much  neglected  and  little  used  in  this 
Province,  and  yet  nature  has  been  as  bountiful  to  as  as  to 
them  in  giving  us  as  many  materials  for  that  use,  a  fruitful 
BoU  for  the  production  of  hemp,  and  a  cheap  and  safe  navi- 
gation for  ali  from  most  parts  of  the  Province  to  this  city. 
As  this  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  yon,  I  earnestly 


I  TIm  ftwumhlj  adopted  •  rcMlution  October  2Bth  declaring  th»t  It  would 
At  tbe  beginning  o(  the  next  Msaion  eicamine  tlie  deflciencj  in  the  revenue, 
•id  proTide  WM,j»  and  means  t«  nuike  it  good.  Xovrmber  Cth  another  resolu. 
tlon  wu  Adopted,  portponing  until  the  next  MBBion  all  other  nuttera  recom- 
■oded  in  the  •pMoh. 
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reoommend  it  to  your  present  oonsideratioii,  that  I^  a 

timely  and  effectoal  provimon  yoa  may  retrieve  that  beue- 
fidal  branch  of  trade  and  carry  it  to  a  height  8t4>erior  to 
any  other  Province. 

The  markets  for  yottr  floor  (the  present  staple  of  the 
Province)  are  already  bo  modi  overdone  by  the  great  im- 
portations that  are  made  to  them  from  this  and  the  other 
northern  colonies  that  unless  some  mannfactores  be  set 
on  foot  that  are  wanted  in  Great  Britain,  or  do  not  inter- 
fere with  theirs,  there  will  be  no  way  to  anploy  the  people 
to  any  advantage.  Qreat  Britain  has  long  extended  her 
bounty  to  us  in  the  article  of  hemp,  but  we  have  not  yet 
taken  hold  of  it.  It  wants  some  further  encouragement, 
and  it  is  your  interest  (though  with  a  present  expense)  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  that  useful  and  valuable  manufacture. 
Some  of  your  neighboring  Provinces  have  done  it  and  reap 
the  hapj^  fruits  of  it. 

I  heartily  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  fortifica- 
tions now  on  foot  that  if  upon  inspection  of  the  accounts 
you  find  the  money  already  given  will  fall  short,  yon  may 
effectually  provide  for  the  finishing  of  them. 

Fort  Hunter  is  in  a  very  ruinous  conditioo.  The  Pal- 
isadoes,  the  blockhouBes  and  barracks  are  tumbling  down, 
and  hardly  to  be  repaired  at  a  less  charge  tbEin  would  build 
a  new  one.  The  principal  end  for  which  it  was  built  being 
to  cover  the  Christian  settlements  then  made  and  to  en- 
courage others  to  be  made  in  that  part  of  the  Mohawk's 
comitiy  is  happily  attained,  and  we  may  reasonably  eq>ect 
the  like  good  effects  iu  tiie  settling  the  rest  which  is  much 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Mohawk's  country.  If  a  new  fort 
be  built  on  the  carrying  place  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Mo- 
hawk's country,  and  the  garrison  of  Fort  Hunter  be  re- 
moved thither,  this  will  cover  the  whole  Mohawk's  country, 
fix  an  easier  commnnication  between  all  the  frtmtier  gar- 
risons from  Albany  to  Oswego,  be  a  safe  repositary  for  the 
goods  that  must  be  landed  there  in  passiug  to  and  from 
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Oswego,  and  be  a  sure  protection  to  that  trade  and  country 
at  all  times.    A  small  som  of  money  will  do  the  work. 

The  house  at  Oswego  wants  some  present  repairs,  and 
the  upholding  it  is  of  snch  consequence  to  the  trade  of  the 
Province  that  I  am  persuaded  you  wiU  think  it  highly 
necessary  to  put  it  in  such  a  condition  against  the  winter 
as  the  officers  and  soldiers  may  be  screened  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather. 

The  commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  having  represented 
to  me  that  there  was  a  necessity  of  sending  a  smith  and 
some  other  persons  to  reside  for  a  year  in  the  Sinneke's 
[Seneca's]  country  with  some  small  presents  to  secure  the 
fidelity  of  that  nation  to  us,  I  hope  you  will  make  proper 
provision  to  defray  that  expense. 

These  things  that  I  have  recommended  to  you  being  for 
his  Majesty's  honor  and  service,  for  the  encouragement 
and  advancement  of  trade,  and  the  general  good  of  the 
country,  I  can  safely  and  will  cheerfully  concur  with  you 
in  them  as  I  shall  in  all  others  of  the  like  tendency.  They 
deserve  your  utmost  attention,  and  I  hope  yon  will  give 
them  dispatch. 

I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  are  come  with  minds  dis- 
posed to  consult  his  Majesty's  honor,  and  the  true  interest 
and  quiet  of  the  Province.  Let  therefore  your  debates  be 
guided  by  moderation,  make  things  of  a  private  and  inferior 
nature  j^ve  way  to  those  of  a  public,  and  your  electors  will 
thank  you,  posterity  bless  yon,  and  future  asswnblies  make 
your  actions  a  rule  for  theirs. 

GEO.  CLABKE. 
SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  16.  The  change  of  relations  between  the  Gover- 
nor, or  his  substitute  in  the  executive  office,  and  the  Council 
was  manifested  this  day  by  an  address  presented  by  the 
Conndl  to  President  Clarke,  which  was  quite  similar  to 
tiie  addresses  presented  by  the  Assembly.  President 
Clarke  thanked  the  Conncil  for  its  address,  and  expressed 
17 
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the  hope  that  they  would  see  a  "  period  pnt  to  the  ouhappy 
divisions  that  have  too  long  subsisted." 
■  October  20.  Transmitting  to  the  ABsembly  a  petition 
frcHU  several  inhabitants  of  Albany  for  the  appointment  of 
Charles  Kerr  as  surgeon  to  the  garrison  at  Oswego  ' '  with 
a  large  salary  '*  and  two  months  vacation;  also  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  settled  about  and  beyond  Fort  Hunter 
"  in  the  County  of  Albany,  setting  forth,  that  the  said 
Fort  was  built  to  protect  the  settlements  there  made,  and 
encourage  others  to  be  made  in  the  Mohawk's  country 
above  Schenectady ;  that  that  part  of  the  country  being  weU 
settled^  and  that  Fort  quite  gone  to  decay,  they  are  humbly 
of  opinion,  if  the  garrison  at  the  said  Fort  were  removed 
to  the  carrying  place  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Mohawk's 
river,  it  would  in  a  few  years  bave  the  like  good  effect,  by 
encouraging  people  to  settle  the  rest  of  the  said  country, 
which  will  be  very  advantageous  to  the  strengthening  the 
Frontiers." 

November  8.  Approving  a  joint  address  congratulating 
the  King  on  the  marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the 
Princess  of  Sase-Gotha. 

November  10.  After  disposing  of  bills  passed  at  this 
session,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  prorogued  the  Assembly 
to  the  last  Tuesday  in  March,  1737.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  adopted  the  practice  sug- 
gested in  the  foregoing  communication  from  Secretary 
Popple  to  Governor  Cosby,  and  prorogued  the  Assembly 
instead  of  adjourning  it,  as  had  been  the  custom  up  to  this 
time. 


1737.    APBIL.    TWEHTIETH  ASSXXBLT,  KLBVUITH  SESSION. 

GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  eleventh  session  convened  April  5.  On  the  same 
day  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  J'ort  George  in  the  presence 
of  both  Houses,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing 
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OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlbhen.— The  season  of  the  year  having  obliged  me 
to  put  an  end  to  your  last  session  before  aeveral  matters 
by  me  recommended  to  you  were  provided  for,  you  came  to 
a  resolution  before  you  broke  up  to  take  them  into  con- 
sideration and  to  give  them  their  due  weight  at  your  next 
meeting,  and  I  hope  you  are  now  come  together  with  resolu- 
tions to  make  good  your  engagements ;  both  his  Majesty's 
honor  and  service  and  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
Province  require  it  of  you. 

Yon  will  see  by  the  Treasurer's  accoimts  that  there  is  a 
great  defidency  of  the  revenue,  under  which  not  only  the 
officers  of  the  government  groan,  but  their  creditors  also 
suffer  extremely.  This  is  a  debt  contracted  daring  this 
present  Assembly  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  funds  given 
for  support  of  government,  and  it  is  but  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect from  you  such  speedy  provision  as  may  soon  and 
effectually  pay  it  Your  own  honor  is  pli^ted  for  it,  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  not  leave  that  to  be  done  by 
another  Assembly  which  you  ought  to  do  yourselves,  nor 
fluflfer  a  debt  to  grow  greater  which  you  have  the  power 
and  opportunity  to  discharge.  The  eyes  of  the  Province 
are  upon  you  expecting  a  speedy  event,  and  I  assure  myself 
that  you  will  make  all  your  acticms  of  a  piece  with  your 
beginning,  honorable  and  worthy,  befitting  your  dharacters 
of  dutiful,  affectionate  and  loyal  subjects  to  the  best  of 
Kings,  whom  God  long  preserve. 

The  determination  of  the  present  revenue  drawing  nigh, 
I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  give  a  further  and 
honorable  revenue  to  his  Majesty  for  the  support  of  his 
government,  nor  do  I  doubt  of  your  cheerfulness  to  do  it 
I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  take  some  methods  to  ease 
the  merchant  that  the  whole  burthen  may  not  lie  tm  trade. 
It  is  necessary  and  the  planters  will  soon  find  the  benefit  of 
it,  for  it  is  on  the  increase  and  flonrishing  condition  of 
trade  that  tbey  must  grow  rich. 
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I  reccmunended  to  yon  the  last  session  to  give  some 
proper  encotiragement  for  raising  of  hemp,  and  promoting 
of  ship  buildiog;  I  now  add  to  them  that  of  iron.  They  are 
things  that  deserve  yonr  utmost  attention  and  call  for  a 
speedy  help. 

I  recommended  likewise  to  you  the  fort  in  the  Mohawks 
conntry,  the  hoose  at  Oswego  and  the  new  fortifications. 
The  first  is  tumbling  down,  the  second  in  a  minous  con- 
dition, the  third  calls  for  the  finishing  hand,  and  all  require 
your  effectual  and  immediate  care. 

These  being  things  tiiat  his  Majesty's  honor  and  service 
and  the  defence,  security  and  prosperity  of  the  Province 
require  at  your  hands,  I  persuade  myself  that  you  will  now 
cheerfully  and  effectually  provide  for  them,  and  that  you 
will  likewise  give  a  sum  sufficient  to  put  in  good  repair 
that  part  of  the  barracks  in  his  Majesty's  fort  in  this  town, 
which  were  left  unfinished  when  the  rest  of  the  barracks 
were  repaired. 

The  artificers  complain  and  with  too  much  reason  of  the 
pemicions  custom  of  breeding  slaves  to  trades,  whereby 
the  honest  and  industrious  tradesmen  are  reduced  to 
poverty  for  want  of  employ,  and  many  of  them  forced  to 
leave  ns  to  seek  their  living  in  other  countries.  It  deserves 
your  consideration,  and  I  hope  will  receive  a  present 
remedy. 

Gentlbmbh.— We  have  the  pleasure  to  see  peace  restored 
to  this  once  divided  Province,  and  I  hope  that  by  your  as- 
sistance I  shall  be  able  to  put  it  in  a  more  flourishing  and 
prosperous  condition  than  ever  it  has  been.  My  best  en- 
deavor shall  be  directed  to  it,  and  I  make  no  doubt  that 
you  are  met  with  resolutions  to  contribnte  everything  in 
your  power  towards  it. 

Ton  have  it  now  in  your  power  to  set  on  foot,  to  en- 
courage, to  raise  and  to  carry  to  a  great  height  several 
commodities  that  are  wanted  in  England,  such  as  will  em- 
ploy great  numbers  of  people  here,  give  life  and  vigor  to 
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your  declining  trade  and  navigation,  raise  the  price  of 
lands,  enrich  the  farmer,  make  you  useful  to  your  mother 
country,  and  strongly  recommend  you  to  his  Majesty's 
grace  and  favor,  and  I  promise  myself  that  yon  will  not  let 
Blip  the  present  opportunity. 

Whatever  else  is  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
Province  wherein  my  concurrence  may  be  given,  you  may 
assuredly  expect  from  me.  Let  your  actions  he  guided 
by  moderation,  let  the  public  good  have  the  first  and  prin- 
dpal  place  in  your  deliberations,  and  then  your  country 
may  hope  to  see  themselves  raised  from  their  present  con- 
dition to  an  height  of  riches  and  felicity  as  yet  unknown 
to  them. 

GEOEGE  CLARKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

AprU.  7.  Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address,  and  giv- 
ing assurance  of  his  zeal  in  the  service  of  the  Province. 

April  28.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  prorogued  the  As- 
sembly to  the  3d  of  May,  assigning  as  a  reason  that  the  As- 
sranbly  had  not  made  good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  as 
promised  by  several  resolutions,  "  and  had  voted  that  the 
moneys  to  be  raised  for  making  good  such  deficiencies 
should  be  appropriated  in  such  manner  as  by  bill  should 
be  directed  and  appointed." 

May  3.  The  two  Houses  being  in  joint  session,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  addressed  the  Assembly  as  follows: 

"  Your  solemn  promises  in  repeated  resolves  of  your 
House  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  revenue,  obliged 
me  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  performing  them,  and 
at  the  same  time  of  m^ng  such  laws  as  are  much  wanted 
to  rescue  this  Province  from  its  declining  condition,  and  to 
pot  it  in  a  more  flourishing  state ;  they  are  equally  necessary 
aud  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  but  since  you  have  not  made 
the  proper  use  of  that  opportunity,  but  have  passed  some 
resolves  highly  derogatory  to  his  Majesty's  honor  and  just 
prerogative,  whidi  I  am  bound  to  maintain  and  support, 
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I  am  no  longer  constramed  to  delay  my  gratifying  the 
desires  of  the  people  with  a  new  choice  of  representatives ; 
sooner  I  could  not  do  it  withont  snhjecting  myself  to  cen- 
sure ;  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  now  to  dissolve  you,  and 
I  do  accordingly  dissolve  yon." 

No  laws  were  passed  at  this  sessitm.    The  Twentieth 
Assembly  had  been  in  existence  aboat  nine  years. 


1787.    JUITE.    TWBNTT-FIKST  ASSEMBLY.  FIRST  SBSSIOK. 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Govenior. 

The  new  Assembly  met  June  15,  and  on  that  day  the 
Lieatenant-Govemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlehem.— As  his  Majesty's  honor  and  the  true  in- 
terest and  prosperity  of  the  Province  which  I  have  most 
warmly  at  heart  were  prevailing  motives  with  me  to  dis- 
solve the  last  Assembly,  I  am  highly  pleased  that  the  people 
have  made  the  right  use  of  the  opportunity  I  gave  them  in 
choosing  such  gentlemen  to  represent  them,  as  I  am  firmly 
persuaded  come  with  resolutions  to  answer  those  great  ends 
of  their  election. 

The  approaching  harvest  forbidding  me  to  expect  yon 
could  at  this  time  sit  to  do  business,  I  take  that  opportunity 
to  meet  tbe  Six  Nations  at  Albany  to  renew  the  covenant 
diain,  and  to  endeavor  to  prevail  with  the  Sinneca's 
[Senecae]  to  revoke  a  promise  of  leave,  which  they  have 
unjustly  and  unadvisedly  given  to  John  Coeur,  a  French- 
man of  Canada,  to  build  a  house  in  their  country  at 
Tierondequat,  a  place  which  if  possessed  by  the  French 
will  enable  them  to  intercept  all  the  western  fur  trade  in 
its  way  to  Osw^o.*    At  present,  therefore,  I  have  nothing 

1  For  tlia  lieuteiULDt-OoTeniQr'i  report  of  his  negotUticnu  with  the  Induns, 
tee  hia  speech  of  September  2. 
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to  recommend  to  yon  but  this,  that  every  one  in  his  respec- 
tive station  and  county  may  endeavor  to  carry  to  perfec- 
tion the  good  harmony  that  is  already  happily  begun  in 
the  Province,  to  which  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part, 
and  I  assure  myself  of  the  utmost  success  from  your 
assistance. 

GEO.  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Jnne  16.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

June  16.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  being  obliged  to  go 
to  Albany  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  the  Assembly  at  his 
suggestion  adjourned  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  August. 

September  1.  After  several  adjonmmentB,  the  Assem- 
bly resumed  business. 

September  2.  The  lientenant-Goveraor  delivered  the 
following 

SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.— With  pleasure  I  perceive  by  the  resolves 
of  your  house  in  June,  that  yon  did  in  your  short  sitting 
of  two  days  enter  in  part  upon  the  consideration  of  the 
present  state  and  circumstances  of  the  Province.  This 
early  beginning  has  prevented  my  recommending  several 
things  to  you,  and  gives  me  hopes  that  the  future  course  of 
your  proceedings  will  be  directed  to  his  Majesty's  honor 
and  the  true  interest  of  the  Province.  "When  they  are 
jointly  considered,  as  they  ought  to  be  inseparable,  we  may 
promise  ourselves  the  utmost  felicity.  Every  man's  pri- 
vate interest  must  partake  of  public  blessings,  and  that 
small  portion  that  I  have  among  yon  will  naturally  lead 
me  to  grant  ever3rthing  that  may  prcnnote  the  conmion 
good,  everything  that  is  in  my  power  to  grant.  More  than 
that  you  are  too  reasonable  to  expect,  nor  can  I  ^ve  into 
without  departing  from  my  duty  to  his  Majesty  and  be- 
traying the  trust  reposed  in  me,  nor  can  yon  receive  any 
benefit  by  it  could  I  be  drawn  to  such  a  conduct,  since  all 
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yottr  bills  are  subject  to  his  Majesty's  disallowance.  My 
doty,  my  honor  and  my  mclinatlon  bind  me  both  to  a  strict 
obedience  of  his  Majesty's  just  commands  and  royal  in- 
structions, to  maintain  and  support  his  rightful  preroga- 
tive, and  to  the  proper  administration  and  right  end  of 
government  in  protecting  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  this 
Province  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  sacred 
rights  and  liberiies,  wherein  it  shall  be  my  constant  study 
and  unwearied  endeavor  to  persevere. 

The  deficiencies  of  the  revenue,  under  which  the  officers 
of  the  government  and  their  creditors  groan,  call  for  your 
early  attention,  and  from  your  justice  and  h(mor  I  hope  to 
see  speedy  and  ample  provision  made  for  them.' 

The  well-known  loyalty  of  this  Province  to  the  Crown 
and  their  zealous  affection  to  his  present  Majesty,  the  best 
of  Kings,  and  his  royal  and  illustrious  house  have  ap- 
peared conspicuous  on  every  occasion,  and  in  nothing  more 
than  in  the  support  of  government,  which  the  Assembly 
have  at  all  times  given  to  his  Majesty,  and  I  assure  myself 
that  your  loyalty,  zeal,  and  affection  are  nothing  short  of 
theirs  who  have  gone  before  you.  In  this  confidence  I  do, 
with  most  assured  hopes  of  success,  earnestly  recommend 
to  you  to  give  to  his  Majesty  a  further  and  honorable 
revenue  for  the  support  of  his  government,  su(^  and  for 
such  time  at  least  as  former  Assemblies  have  given,  wherein 
I  hope  that  a  due  regard  will  be  had  to  trade.' 

The  house  at  Oswego  is  in  a  ruinous  condition  and  wants 
a  present  and  thorough  repair.  I  daily  expect  a  more  par- 
ticular account  of  its  present  condition  from  the  officer 
whom  I  have  sent  to  command  there,  and  when  I  receive 
it  I  will  order  it  to  be  laid  before  yon,  that  you  may  the 
better  judge  of  the  sum  it  will  require  to  repair  it.    It  is  a 

3  An  ftct.  ebap.  666,  waa  passed  December  leth,  kathorliiiig  tba  iwue  of  bilU 
of  credit  for  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  colony. 

S  An  act  for  the  support  of  ememineiit,  chap.  668,  was  passed  December  lOtiu 
Xbe  act  was  to  be  in  force  during  the  calendar  year  1738. 
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plaoe  of  great  importance  to  the  far  trade,  which  nnder  a 
better  economy  may  be  carried  to  a  greater  extent,  and  I 
hope  you  wiU  make  further  provision  for  the  support  and 
maintenance  of  the  house  and  garrison.* 

When  I  went  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Six  Nations  I  was 
not  without  hopes  of  getting  them  to  revoke  the  promise  of 
leave  whidi  they  had  given  to  the  French  interpreter  to 
build  a  hoQse  at  Tierondequat  in  the  Sinneca's  country, 
and  of  obtaining  from  them  an  absolute  conveyance  of  some 
land  to  hnild  a  fort  on  in  that  place,  and  of  as  much  more 
as  might  be  sufiBcient  to  raise  provision  for  the  victualling 
that  garrison  and  Oswego  too,  which  would  save  the  country 
much  money  and  secure  to  us  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations 
in  all  events.  How  I  have  succeeded  in  part,  and  how  in 
other  parts  my  intentions  have  been  defeated,  will  appear 
1^  the  papers  which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  you. 
All  that  I  conld  then  do  was  to  send  the  interpreter,  a 
smith  and  three  other  men  to  the  Sinneca's  country,  there 
to  reside  the  ensuing  year  to  keep  the  Indians  steady  to 
their  promise  not  to  suffer  any  Frenchmen  to  build  in 
their  country,  and  I  hope  yon  will  make  suitable  provision 
for  t^t  expense.' 

Fort  Hunter  in  the  Mi^awks  country  is  tumbling  down, 
and  that  part  of  the  barracks  in  Fort  George,  which  for 
want  of  money  was  left  unfinished  when  the  rest  of  the 
barracks  were  repaired,  will  soon  be  in  as  bad  a  condition 
if  some  care  be  not  speedily  taken  to  repair  it.  I  therefore 
earnestly  recommend  them  to  your  present  consideration, 
as  I  do  likewise  the  new  fortifications  which  want  the  finish- 
ing hand. 

4B7  ui  ftct,  chap.  665,  puaed  December  lOth,  proviifon  waa  made  for  Qa 
liiklnteiuitoe  of  the  ganiaon  at  Oewego,  and  for  needed  repaln  to  the  IniildiiigB 
there,  mad  the  regnlatioii  of  the  fur  trade. 

s  Approprlatloae  for  expenses  Incurred  in  negotlationH  with  the  Indlani  were 
made  by  the  act,  chap,  606,  pawed  December  16tb,  providing  for  Mil*  of  ci«d{t 
for  tbe  paTnwnt  of  public  debt*. 
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Whatever  else  you  may  judge  necessary  for  the  tran- 
quility, prosperity  and  security  of  the  Province  wherein 
my  coneurreoce  may  be  necessary  and  which  I  may  safely 
give,  you  may  with  confidence  expect,  for  it  will  be  an  in- 
expressible pleasure  to  me  to  see  trade,  navigation  and  ship 
building  increase  aod  flourish,  manufactures  that  may  be 
usefTil  to  Oreat  Britain  and  beneficial  to  the  Province  set 
on  foot  and  carried  to  perfection,  the  country  replenished 
with  white  people,  and  a  general  benevolence  and  harmony 
take  place  again  throughout  the  Province.  These  are 
things  that  are  much  wanted  and  oniversally  wished  for, 
hitherto  neglected  or  not  enough  thought  of,  for  want  of 
that  public  spirit  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  a 
country  flourish.  They  are  greatly  in  your  power,  and  if 
the  good  nnderstanding  that  is  happily  begun  continues  to 
subsist  between  the  several  parts  of  the  Legislature,  as  I 
hope  it  will,  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  Province  will  soon 
reap  the  fruits  of  it,  and  find  their  expectations  (from  the 
choice  they  have  made  of  yon  their  representatives)  fully 
answered,  posterity  feel  the  happy  effects  of  it,  and  we 
shall  all  recommend  ourselves  to  his  Majesty's  grace  and 
favor,  who  makes  the  happiness  of  his  people  his  first  care 
and  greatest  glory. 

GEO.  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  3.  Promising  to  appoint  a  sergeant-at-arms 
for  the  Assembly  pursuant  to  its  request 

September  8.  Approving  the  Assembly's  address  con- 
cerning numerous  subjects  of  legislation,  including  recom- 
mendations for  free  elections  and  frequent  elections  of  the 
Assembly.    Concerning  official  terms,  the  address  says 

"  No  government  can  be  safe  without  proper  checks  upon 
those  intrusted  with  power,  and  the  wisest  governments 
where  the  Chief  Magistrates  were  elective  took  especial 
care  that  it  should  not  continue  long  in  the  same  hands, 
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ezpeiienoe  having  taoght  them,  that  men,  how  mnchBoever 
esteemed,  had  really  not  virtue  enough  for  so  great  a  trust, 
and  generally  used  it  ill  when  they  had  it" 

England's  example  in  requiring  frequent  elections  of 
members  of  Parliament  was  cited  as  a  i^ason  for  a  similar 
rule  in  New  York,  and  the  Lieutenaut-Govemor  was  urged 
to  give  favorable  consideration  to  a  bill  for  frequent  and 
r^^ar  elections  of  members  of  Assembly." 

The  address  also  recommended  the  continuance  of  an 
agent  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  asked  that  the  legis- 
lature might  partidpate  in  the  creation  and  regulation  of 
eonrta.'  The  address  assured  the  Lieutenant-G-ovemor 
that  he  need  not  expect  that  the  Assembly  would  "  raise 
sums  unfit  to  be  raised,  or  put  what  we  shall  raise,  in  the 
power  of  a  Governor  to  misapply,  if  we  can  prevent  it; 
nor  shall  we  make  up  any  other  deficiencies,  than  what  we 
conceive  are  fit  and  just  to  be  paid,  or  continne  what  sup- 
port or  revenue  we  shall  raise  for  any  longer  time  than  one 
year."  The  Assembly  thus  announced  the  policy  of  an- 
nual appropriations.  (See  note  3.)  Several  other  sub- 
jects which  had  been  already  mentioned  several  times  in 
the  Lieutenant-Governor's  speeches  were  considered  in  the 
address. 

September  28.  Transmitting  to  the  Assembly  letters  re- 
lating to  affairs  at  Oswego. 

December  16.  After  disposing  of  bills  the  Lieutenant- 
Govemor  said: 

"The  harmony  that  subsists  between  the  several 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  will,  I  hope,  establish  an  uni- 
versal benevolence  throughout  the  Province,  and  put  it  in 
a  more  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition  than  it  haa 

*  An  kct,  chap.  650,  w^a  p*ued  DecembCT  16th,  limiting  tlie  tenut  of  mem* 
ben  of  AiMmbly  to  tiinm  yean.  The  aame  act  provided  for  anntia]  meetlngt 
ol  the  AMcmbl^,  and  required  a  new  Auemblj  to  ba  called  trithin  six  mtoitha 
after  the  diMolutlon  of  an  AHOinbly.  For  the  royal  veto  of  thii  act  Me  17M^ 
■peeial  meaaage  of  April  flth,  pott,  p.  279. 

1  An  act,  chap.  066,  to  Mtabliah  and  regulate  eourta  to  determln*  eanwa  <tf 
fortf  •hlllingi  and  under,  was  paaaed  December  16th, 
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yet  known;  that  event  will  complete  my  utmost  wishes,  as 
my  highest  aim  has  been  to  restore  tranquility  to  the 
country,  and  to  raise  its  head  from  the  drooping  situation 
it  was  lately  in. 

Gentlemen  of  thb  Assembly. — I  return  yoa  my  tiianks 
for  the  regard  which,  with  justice,  you  have  had  to  his 
Majesiy's  nonor  in  making  good  the  defieieneies  of  the 
revenue;  and  I  prcHuise  myBelf  that  the  same  doty  and 
loyalty  with  which  you  have  now  acted  will  at  your  next 
meeting  inspire  yon  with  resolutions  to  give  an  honorable 
and  ample  revenue  to  his  Majesty  for  the  future  support 
of  his  government,  since  the  advanced  season  of  the  year 
will  not  allow  yon  time  to  do  it  now." 

December  16.  At  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  suggestion 
the  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1738. 


1738.    SEPTEMBSB.    TWEHTT-FIKST  .ASSEKBLT,   SBCOHS   SSSSIOK 


GEORGE  CUVRKE.  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Seven  members  met  on  the  4th  of  April,  bat  a  quorum 
not  being  present,  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  5th,  and 
on  that  day  the  Lieutenant-Governor  prorogued  it  to  the 
6th  of  June.  A  quorum  did  not  appear  that  day,  and  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  again  prorc^fued  the  Assembly  to 
the  29th  of  August  The  Assembly  still  lacked  a  quonon, 
and  an  adjournment  waa  taken  till  the  first  of  September. 
It  again  adjourned  to  the  second,  and  then  to  the  4th.  On 
that  day  the  Assembly  adopted  the  following: 

"Whereas  it  hath  been  doubted  by  8<Hne  members  of 
this  House,  whether  by  the  last  prorogation  of  this  House, 
and  the  meeting,  and  adjournment  of  the  same  on  Tuesday 
last,  tills  House  was  dissolved;  and  this  matter  being  de- 
bated for  three  days,  and  maturely  considered  {nineteen 
members  being  present)  it  is  Besolved,  Nemine  Contra- 
dicente,  That  this  House  was  not  dissolved,  either  by  the 
said  prorogation,  meeting  or  adjournment,  and  that  this 
House  does  now  lawfully  and  rightfully  eadst,  and  bath 
a  being." 
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The  records  do  not  show  the  reasons  assigned  for  the 
donht  as  to  the  validity  of  the  prorogation. 

September  5.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbktleuen.— Since  we  last  were  together  we  have  had 
the  most  afficting  news  of  the  death  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Caroline,  a  Princess  endowed  with  so  niany  royal,  benefi- 
cent and  amiable  virtues  that  no  distance  of  time  can 
efface  the  remembrance  of  Uiem.  Though  your  meeting 
together  now  gives  a  late  opportunity  of  dutifully  and 
gratefully  declaring  the  sense  the  people  of  this  Province 
have  of  their  irreparable  loss,  I  am  confident  none  of  his 
Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects  who  have  made  the  earliest 
declarations  of  their  grief  are  more  sincere  in  their  con- 
dolence with  our  most  gracious  sovereign  on  this  ever  to 
be  lamented  event.' 

Gentlemen  op  the  Assehblt. — You  know  that  more 
than  a  year  is  now  expired  without  any  support  of  his 
Majesty's  government  in  this  Province,  by  a  practice  not 
warranted  by  the  usage  of  former  Assemblies,  nor  con- 
sonant to  the  grateful  returns  which  a  dutiful  people  owe 
to  the  paternal  and  indulgent  care  and  affection  that  the 
King  has  on  all  occasions  manifested  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  his  people  and  in  securing  their  religious  and 
civil  rights  and  liberties.  His  Majesty  expects  that  you  will 
givQ  a  revenue  as  large,  and  for  as  long  a  time  as  former 
Assemblies  have  done. 

It  appears  by  the  Treasurer's  accounts  that  the  funds 
appropriated  for  sinking  the  bills  of  credit  struck  in  the 
years  1714  and  1717,  are  now  about  seventeen  thousand 
ponnds  deficient,  which  f nnd  wiU  expire  next  year. 

I  The  Ueutensnt-OoTernor,  ABsemblj  and  Coancil  Joined  In  «a  ttddrcM  of 
ui^ol«iM«  to  ths  King  on  tbe  dmtlt  of  tlie  Queen.    No  Uwi  were  pataed  Kt 
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Tho  Becnring  the  credit  of  your  paper  money  deserves 
yonr  immediate  consideration.  As  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
highest  concern  to  the  Province,  I  will  give  my  assent  to 
an  act  to  continue  the  excise  for  sinking  of  those  bills 
when  at  the  same  time  yon  give  his  Majesty  as  ample  a 
revenue  for  supporting  his  government  here,  and  for  as 
long  a  time  as  former  AsBemblies  have  done;  more  than 
that  cannot  be  expected  from  me,  nor  dare  I  give  into,  as 
the  paper  money  of  this  Province  receives  its  currency  and 
credit  from  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  government. 
That  credit  cannot  be  supported  without  supporting  the 
government    They  must  go  hand  in  hand. 

Gbntlbubn. — I  must  acquaint  you  that  there  is  a  stand- 
ing order  of  the  plantation  board,  that  no  person  be  heard 
there  in  support  of  bills  passed  in  the  plantations  unless 
he  makes  it  appear  that  he  be  agent  for  the  colony  in  whose 
behalf  he  applies.  Your  bills  will  be  liable  to  be  rejected 
upon  the  application  of  any  other  colony  who  shall  think 
themselves  aggrieved  by  any  act  passed  here,  if  no  person 
be  authorized  to  appear  for  you  on  such  occasions.  This 
lately  was  like  to  have  been  the  case  or  the  tonnage  act 
passed  in  the  year  1734,  and  which  may  still  be  rejected, 
unless  you  appoint  and  furnish  an  agent  with  sufficient 
reasons  in  support  of  that  act.  It  is  therefore  necessary 
for  you  to  have  an  agent  ready  on  all  occasions  to  appear 
in  behalf  of  the  Province. 

Q-ENTLEMBH  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY.— I  must  reconuuend  to 
yon  the  finishing  of  the  new  fortificationa  that  they  may  in 
all  events  be  in  a  condition  of  defence,  and  to  repair  that 
part  of  the  barracks  in  the  fort  which  were  left  unrepaired 
when  the  others  were  repaired. 

I  must  likewise  recommend  to  you  the  payment  of  those 
persons  whom  I  sent  to  reside  in  the  Sinnekes  country  to 
keep  the  Indian  nations  steady  to  their  fidelity  to  this 
government.  I  mean  the  payment  of  those  who  have  re- 
sided twelve  months  there,  as  well  as  of  the  others  that  are 
now  sent  upon  the  same  service  for  the  present  year. 
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Qentlbmbn.—  Id  the  last  place  I  rec(»nmfflid  to  yon  una- 
nimity and  harmony  in  dispatching  those  things  whidi 
your  duty  to  your  King  and  country  require  of  you. 
GEO.  CLABKE. 
SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

S^tranber  12.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Peter  Le 
Heup,  relative  to  the  recent  act  for  frequent  elections  of 
manbers  of  Aasembly ;  also  a  letter  from  Secretary  Clarke, 
showing  that  the  agent  of  the  Bermudas  had  applied  to  the 
home  government  to  repeal  the  New  York  tonnage  act 

S^tember  21.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  Speaker  of  the  Aasembly,  setting  forth 
"  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  near  our  own  settle- 
ments at  the  Wood  Creek ;  and  that  several  of  the  sachems 
were  gone  to  Quebec,  in  order  to  make  over  Tierondequat, 
to  the  French;  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter,  signed  by  several 
gentlemen  at  Albany,  to  his  Honor,  dated  August  the  30th 
last,  acquainting  him  with  the  designs  of  the  French,  in 
erecting  forts  near  our  own  settlements,  and  of  the  sachems 
making  over  Tierondequat,  to  Governor  Beauhamois,  who 
it  is  expected  will  erect  strong  buildings  there  next  spring, 
and  then  we  shall  be  inclosed  on  all  sides;  which  if  not 
timely  measures  be  taken,  may  prove  of  fatal  consequence 
to  the  Crown,  and  this  Province." 

October  11.  Proroguing  the  Assembly  until  the  12th  of 
October. 

October  13.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses,  the 
Lieatenant-Gk>vemor  delivered  the  following 

SPEECH. 
"  Having  in  my  speech  of  the  5th  of  last  month,  recom' 
mended  to  you  those  things  that  I  thought  necessary  to  be 
done  by  you  this  fall,  I  now  refer  you  to  what  I  then  said; 
since  that  time  I  have  received  information  that  the  French 
intend  speedily  to  make  some  settlements  at  or  near  the 
Wood  Creek.  It  is  your  interest  to  defeat  their  designs, 
by  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  means,  which  I  think  can 
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only  be  done  by  your  enabling  me  to  build  a  fort  there,  and 
by  encouraging  some  people  to  settle  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  There  are  Beveral  now  in  thia  Town  who  lately 
arrived  from  North  Britain,  willing  to  settle  with  their 
families  at  the  Wood  Creek,  but  being  poor  and  unable  to 
da  it  without  some  assistance,  I  therefore  recommend  to 
you  to  provide  for  their  support,  till  by  their  labor  they 
may  be  able  to  maintain  themselves;  upon  such  encoorage- 
ment,  I  have  a  fair  prospect  of  seeing  many  more  families 
imported  hither  from  that  country,  to  settle  at  the  same 
place. 

I  am  likewise  informed  that  several  sadiems,  of  the 
Senekaa,  are  gone  to  Quebec  to  treat  with  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  as  it  is  apprehended,  about  admitting  the  French 
to  settle  at  Tieonderoquat  in  their  Country;  if  this  be  done, 
there  is  an  end  of  the  Oswego  trade,  for  the  Frencb  may 
stop  almost  every  canoe  in  their  voyage  to  Oswego^  and 
will,  without  doubt,  in  time  becMue  masters  of  all  tbe  Six 
Nations,  the  consequences  whereof  are  but  too  obvious;  I 
am  persuaded  thia  may  be  prevented,  and  th:e  Senekaa 
brought  to  give  us  possession  of  Tieonderoquat  for  a  small 
consideration,  if  it  be  tendered  to  them  before  the  French 
are  actually  possessed  of  the  place.  It  is  a  thing  of  high 
importance,  and  requires  yoxir  present  aid-" 

October  19.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  being  informed 
that  the  Assembly  intended  to  "  tack  the  hill  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  paper  money  to  the  bill  for  the  support  of 
government,"  told  the  Speaker  he  could  not  pass  snch  a 
bill  because  it  was  contrary  to  his  instructions  and  directed 
him  to  lay  before  the  Assembly  the  following  extract  from 
the  twelfth  instruction: 

'  *  You  are  to  observe  in  the  passing  of  laws,  that  the  style 
of  enacting  the  same  be,  by  the  Governor,  Coundl  and 
Assembly,  and  no  other;  you  are  also  as  much  as  possible, 
to  observe  in  the  passing  of  all  laws,  that  whatever  may  be 
requisite  upon  each  differoit  matter,  be  accordingly  pro- 
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vided  for  by  a  different  law,  without  mtemiixmg  in  one 
and  the  same  act,  each  things  ae  have  no  proper  relation  to 
each  other." 

The  Lieatenant-Govemor  further  told  the  Speaker  that 
"  in  caee  the  Assembly  would  support  hisMajesty's  govem- 
mrait  for  five  years,  he  would  continue  the  excise  for  that 
time." 

The  Assembly  unanimously  resolved  "  not  to  pass  any 
bill  for  the  grant  of  moneys  for  support  of  government, 
but  with  assurance  that  the  bills  struck  and  issued  in  the 
years  1714,  and  1717,  as  also  the  excise  act,  be  continued 
from  the  first  day  of  November,  1739,  for  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  years  to  cancel  and  destroy  those  bills."  This  action 
was  communicated  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  said 
"  he  oould  not  give  his  assent  to  such  a  bill  unless  this 
Hoose  would  settle  a  support  for  as  long  a  time,  and  in  as 
ample  a  manner  as  had  been  given  to  former  Qovemors, 
neither  could  he  consent  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
money." 

October  20.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses,  tiie 
Lieutenant-Governor  addressed  the  Ass«nbly  as  follows: 

"  When  you  came  together  this  Fall,  I  was  not  without 
hopes  that  yon  brought  with  you  hearty  dispositions  to 
oonsnlt  the  true  interest  of  your  country,  which  can  only 
be  attained  by  a  loyal  and  dutiful  regard  to  his  Majesty's 
hcmor,  in  the  support  of  his  Government,  since  it  is  from 
thence  only  that  yon  can  hope  for  my  assent  to  such  laws 
as  the  People  whom  you  represent  expect  you  will  pre- 
pare for  it 

You  cannot  but  know  that  there  are  many  things  of  great 
importance  to  the  Province  that  called  for  your  early  help, 
for  I  recommended  them  to  your  consideration.  On  some 
of  them  the  welfare  (I  was  going  to  say  the  fate)  of  your 
Country  in  a  great  measure  depends;  but  how  uncon- 
cerned yon  have  been  about  them  the  People  whom  you 
repreBent  will  see  by  your  votes. 
18 
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Ever  since  the  Bevolutioii,  the  era  fr(»n  whence  we  may 
date  onr  present  happiness  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  onr 
civU  and  sacred  rights  and  liberties,  the  Assemblies  of  thia 
Province  have  from  time  to  time  given  to  his  Majesty,  and 
his  Boyal  Predecessors,  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  a  Term  of  years ;  what  I  asked  of  you  is  no 
more;  other  Assemblies,  prompted  only  by  their  duty  and 
their  zeal  and  affection  to  his  Majesty  and  his  royal  Pre- 
decessors, have  given  such,  a  revenue  as  I  have  mentioned; 
but  you  had,  besides  these  other  inducements  to  do  it;  yon 
have  a  large  sum  of  paper  money  subsisting,  which  will  be 
next  year  without  any  fund  to  sink  it;  its  currency  will 
cease,  it  will  no  longer  pass,  but  become  as  waste  paper, 
and  hundreds  of  people  will  then  be  losers  by  it,  for  it  will 
probably  be  in  so  many  hands.  I  offered  to  continue  the 
sinking  fund  if  yon  would  give  such  a  revenue  as  former 
Assemblies  have  all  along  given,  nor  was  there  anything 
new  or  unreasonable  in  the  demtmd.  The  example  of 
former  Assemblies,  your  duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  gratitude 
for  his  constant  protection  of  your  trade  and  country,  both 
by  land  and  sea,  at  a  vast  expense,  the  fruits  whereof  you 
reap,  ought  to  have  determined  you  to  accept  of  my  offer; 
but,  instead  of  expressing  your  gratitude  and  duty,  by  sup- 
porting his  Majesty's  government  as  former  Assemblies 
have  done,  you  sent  yesterday  two  of  your  members  to  ac- 
quaint me  that  it  was  unanimously  resolved  by  your  House, 
not  to  pass  any  bill  for  the  grant  of  monies  for  the  sup- 
port of  government,  but  with  assurance  that  the  bills  stiruck 
and  issued  in  the  years  1714  and  1717,  as  also  the  ezdse 
act,  should  be  continued  from  the  first  day  of  November, 
1739,  for  a  sufficient  nmnber  of  years  to  cancel  and  de- 
stroy those  bills,  I  see  too  in  your  votes  of  yesterday,  in 
the  afternoon,  a  resolve  of  your  House  in  tiie  followmg 
words,  to  wit: 

.  '  Resolved,  That  in  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  for 
the  further  supporting  this  Government  until  the  31st  Qt 
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December,  wbidi  will  be  in  the  year  1739,  and  for  paying 

^e  salaries  and  ^owances  in  tl^  year  1737,  there  shall  be 
added  one  or  more  clauees  to  cx>DUiiue  the  act  entitled  An 
act  for  laying  an  escise  on  all  strong  Uqnors  retailed  in 
this  Colony,  passed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  late  Majesty, 
Queen  Anne,  from  the  first  day  of  November,  1739,  for  sack 
number  of  years  as  the  House  should  conceive  sufficient  to 
sink  and  cancel  the  bills  of  credit  which  were  straek  and 
issued  by  virtue  of  the  two  acts  commonly  called  the  Long 
Bills,  passed  Ln  the  years  1714  and  1717,  and  that  the  money 
to  arise  by  the  excise,  to  be  so  continued,  shall  be  applied 
for  sinking  and  cancelling  the  said  bills,  and  that  the  said 
bills  shall  remain  current  during  the  time  the  said  excise 
is  now  intended  to  be  continued.' 

On  this  resolve  yon  ordered  that  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  the  bill  first  mentioned,  do  add  proper 
clauses  therein  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going resolution.  These  are  such  presumptuous,  daring 
and  unprecedented  steps,  that  I  could  not  look  upon  them 
wiUiout  astonishment,  nor  with  honor  suffer  you  to  sit  any 
longer;  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  with  the  unanimous 
advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  to  dissolve  yon,  and  you 
are  accordingly  dissolved." 


1T38.    KASCH.    TWEHTT-SBCOHn  ASSEMBLY.  FIBST  SESSION. 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  lieutenant-Govemor. 

This  Assembly  met  March  27,  the  day  fixed  by  the  writs 
of  election,  and  on  that  day  the  Lieutenant-Qovemor  de- 
livered the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

QBim;EHBK. — I  take  this  first  opportunity  to  congratu- 
late yon  on  the  birth  of  a  Prince  of  his  Majesty's  royal 
and  illnBtrioas  house,  an  event  propitious  to  the  protestant 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


276  Mesbaqbb  fbou  the  Gotbenob. 

world  in  geaeval,  and  more  especially  to  all  his  Majesty's 
dominions. 

Qbntlbmen  of  the  AsBEMBiiY.—  I  Issued  writs  for  the 
election  of  this  Assembly,  and  for  their  meeting  so  soon 
as  the  season  of  the  year  would  admit  of  it,  there  heing 
many  things  that  require  your  early  attention,  and  I  hope 
you  have  brought  with  you  dispositions  equal  to  your  abili- 
ties, to  consult  his  Majesty's  honor,  and  the  true  interest 
of  the  people  whom  you  represent,  which  are  so  linked 
together  that  they  cannot  be  separated  without  evident  in- 
jury to  the  country.  Tour  duty  and  allegiance  exact  the 
first,  and  the  other  is  expected  from  you  by  the  people. 
You  have  besides  these  obligations  many  other  that  ought 
to  excite  your  gratitude  to  the  best  of  Kings.  Your  trade 
and  navigation  are  secured  by  a  guard  ship,  your  frontiers 
and  settlements  by  a  land  force,  whidi  are  maintained  at 
a  great  expense  to  England,  while  you  reap  the  benefit  of 
his  Majesty's  bounty  and  goodness,  both  in  the  protection 
they  give  you,  and  in  the  large  sums  of  money  that  they 
expend  yearly  among  you.  You  are  happy  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  your  sacred  and  civil  rights  and  liberties ;  in  a 
word,  you  are  possessed  of  all  those  inestimable  blessings 
that  are  peculiar  to  Englishmen,  and  which  the  people  of 
other  countries  would  purchase  at  the  expense  of  all  they 
are  worth.  Being  in  this  happy  situation,  it  ought  to  be 
your  principal  care  to  show  your  gratitude  in  supporting 
his  Majesty's  government,  by  which  you  are  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  those  felicities.  Look  up  then  to  the 
great  example  of  a  British  parliament  who  express  their 
duty,  their  zeal  and  affection  to  his  Majesty,  by  devoting 
their  first  coxmsels  to  his  service,  in  giving  him  an  honor- 
able revenue.  Do  yon  so  likewise,  and  then  yon  may  with 
confidence  hope  for  the  continuance  of  his  royal  favor  in 
all  things  reasonable,  the  surest  means  to  make  yon  a 
flourishing  people. 

There  is  now  a  long  arrear  due  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, the  yearly  amount  whereof  you  well  know.    I  ther»- 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Gkobge  Clabkb,  1739.  277 

fore  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  speedy  and 
ample  provision  for  the  payment  of  it,  and  give  to  his 
Majesty,  for  such  term  of  years  as  former  Assemblieshave 
done  before  yon,  an  ample  and  honorable  revenne  for  the 
fntnre  support  of  this  government,  which  his  Majesty  ex- 
pects from  you.'  Former  Assemblies  have  done  this  ever 
since  the  happy  revolution,  and  some  of  them  at  a  time 
when  the  Province  was  far  less  popnione,  when  your  trade 
was  much  inferior  to  what  it  now  is,  and  when  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  was  yearly  sent  to  Albany,  at  a  large 
expense  to  the  colony,  to  defend  the  frontiers  against  the 
French,' with  whom  we  were  then  at  war;  a  situation  widely 
different  from  the  happy  peaceful  state  wherein  you  now 
are,  and  whidi  I  hope  you  will  long  enjoy,  by  the  powerful 
influences  of  his  Majesty's  just  and  steady  measures, 
guided  by  the  most  conaummate  wisdom. 

The  fort  in  the  Mohawk's  ,[or  "  Seneca's,"  according  to 
Assembly  Journal]  country,  and  one  part  of  the  barracks 
in  Fort  George,  will  tumble  down  if  they  be  not  speedily 
repaired.  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  effec- 
tnal  provision  for  those  purposes.  Your  own  interest  re- 
quires it  as  it  will  be  much  less  expense  to  repair  than  to 
rebuild  them.' 

I  have  again  sent  some  persons  to  reside  in  the  Sinneca's 
country  this  year  to  defeat  the  attempts  of  the  French,  who 
are  always  industrious  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
Indians  from  us;  and  I  make  no  doubt  (if  you  will  enable 
me)  of  obtaining  from  the  Sinnecas  some  land  at  Tieronde- 
quat  sufficient  to  erect  a  fort  on  and  to  raise  provisions  to 
victnal  a  garrison,  which  will  be  of  great  use  in  that  place, 
both  in  securing  your  fur  trade,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  Six 
Nations ;  and  as  they  are  matters  of  great  importance  to 
yon,  they  require  your  present  attention, 

IAb  Mt  providing  for  tli«  npport  of  gorermMBt,  dup.  073ft,  wm  puMd 
AfM  Uth.    The  act  WM  to  be  in  lorce  from  May  1,  1730,  to  December  1,  1T40. 
*A  fortlOMtioii  BCt,  cbap.  675,  wkt  paaaed  October  8S,  1730. 
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This  is  the  year  that  the  Six  Nations  expect  of  coarse 
to  meet  me  at  Albany;  but  as  the  late  Assembly  neglected 
to  give  the  usual  sums  of  money  for  that  service,  I  recom- 
mend it  to  you.  .  I  for  my  part  will  be  ready  to  meet  them 
there  if  yon  enable  me,  and  I  hope  yon  will  do  it  in  time, 
least  a  disappointment  of  their  expectations  should  shake 
their  fidelity  to  his  Majesty,  the  coneequenceB  whereof  may 
prove  fatal  to  the  Province. 

The  peopling  of  that  part  of  the  country  to  the  north- 
ward of  Sarachtoga  [Saratoga]  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  Proviace,  as  well  in  strengthening  the  frontier,  as 
in  enlarging  your  trade.  Several  families  arrived  here 
the  last  fall  from  North  Britain  who  are  wiUing  to  settle 
there,  and  more  are  expected  from  thence  this  year,  but  as 
they  are  poor  they  will  want  some  help  to  enable  them  to 
subsist  their  families  until  by  their  labor  they  can  raise 
provisions  to  subsist  themselves,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
you  will  give  them  some  needful  assistance. 

Gbntlembn.— I  have  received  his  Majesty's  disappro- 
bation of  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  the  year  1737  for 
the  frequent  election  of  representatives  to  serve  in  general 
Assembly,  and  for  the  frequent  meeting  of  the  general  As- 
sembly so  elected,  a  copy  whereof  I  have  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  you  that  it  may  be  entered  in  your  journals. 

The  act  passed  in  the  year  1699  for  the  regulating  and 
retaming  able  and  sufficient  jurors  being  expired,  I  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  like  pnrpose,  and  that 
it  may  be  more  effectual,  you  will  do  well  to  consult  the 
laws  of  England  on  that  head,  and  to  make  it  as  agreeable 
thereto  as  the  circumstances  of  the  Province  will  admit  of, 
each  a  law  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Province  in 
guarding  and  fencing  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  people  from  the  dangers  that  may  otherwise  threaten 
them,  and  such  a  law  too  ought  to  be  perpetual. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Assbmblt.— The  making  good  the  de- 
ficiencies of  the  revenue  and  giving  a  futnre  support  for  a 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Gbokqb  Clabke,  1739.  279 

term  of  years  require  at  this  time  your  moat  serious  con- 
sideration, as  the  tranquility  and  prosperity  of  the  Prov- 
ince do  in  the  highest  degree  depend  thereon,  nor  is  yonr 
own  reputation  or  honor  less  concerned  therein,  since  your 
actions,  not  'words,  must  be  the  measQ3*e  of  your  zeal  and 
affection  to  his  Majesty's  person  and  government.  You 
have  now  an  opportunity  to  show  that  your  zeal  and  affec- 
tion are  nothing  short  of  that  which  former  Asseniblira 
have  manifested  on  the  like  occasions.  You  will  thereby 
too  have  opportunities  to  establish  a  perfect  and  lasting 
harmony  in  the  Province  and  to  gain  the  applause  of  every 
well  wisher  to  the  country  by  passing  such  bills  aa  may  con- 
duce to  make  you  an  opulent  people.  Do  you  what  is  in- 
cumbent on  yon  and  yon  will  find  me  ready  to  assent  to 
such  bills  aa  are  not  inconsistent  with  his  Majesty's  honor 
and  my  duty. 

GBOEGE  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  7.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  said  "yon  cannot  take  a  surer  way 
to  have  your  laws  approved,  than  by  making  them  agree- 
able to  Uiose  of  England." 

April  9.  Transmitting  the  Kjnf;'s  veto  of  the  act  "  for 
the  frequent  election  of  representatives  to  serve  in  General 
Assembly,  and  for  the  frequent  calling  and  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  so  elected. ' '  It  was  deemed  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  King's  prerogative  by  taking  away  his  nn- 
doubted  right  "  which  the  Crown  has  always  exercised,  of 
calling  and  continuing  the  Assembly  of  this  Colony  at  such 
times,  and  as  long  as  it  was  thought  necessary  for  the 
public  service."    (See  1737,  note  6,  ante,  p.  267.) 

The  same  day  tiie  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  a  message 
to  the  Conndl  thanking  it  for  its  address. 

April  14.  After  the  approval  of  two  acts,  the  Assembly 
requested  permission  to  adjourn  because  of  the  prevalence 
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of  Bmallpox  in  the  city.  The  Lientenant-Qovemor  con- 
senting, a  receBB  was  taken  until  the  fourth  Tuesday  in 
Angast. 


1786.    ADGUST.    TWXHTT-SECOHD  ASSEMBLY,  SECOXD  SESSION. 

GEORGE  CLARKE,  IJeutefiant-<jOvemor. 

The  Assembly  met  the  28th  of  August,  and  the  next  day 
the  Lieutenant-QovemoT  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gektlbmen. — ^At  the  opening  of  this  session  I  recom- 
mended to  you  many  things  of  high  importanoe  to  Ms 
Majesty's  honor  and  service  find  the  true  interest  of  the 
Province,  which  I  hope  you  will  now  most  seriously  con- 
sider, and  at  the  same  time  provide  for  the  finishing  of  the 
battery  in  this  city,  that  before  it  be  too  late  it  may  be  put 
in  such  a  condition  as  may  secure  you  from  the  attempts 
of  an  enemy.  The  Mohawks  are  very  uneasy  that  Fort 
Hunter  has  been  so  much  neglected,  and  if  it  be  not  out  of 
hand  rebuilt  or  repaired  I  fear  they  may  take  a  resoluticm 
to  leave  their  country  and  go  to  Cuiada.* 

As  my  thoughts  are  always  employed  to  make  this  a 
more  flourishing  country,  I  have  reflected  on  the  decay  of 
ship  building,  which  for  many  years  has  been  mneh  re- 
gretted, but  little  attempted  to  be  retrieved. 

Nature  has  been  very  bountiful  in  giving  you  in  a  better 
measure  than  to  your  neighbors  all  tbin^  necessary  for 
so  beneficial  a  branch  of  trade,  beneficial  to  all  degrees  of 

1  The  Aaoemblj,  aa  noted  In  the  Special  Meaaagea,  procured  from  the  Lieuten- 
aot-Qovernor  eatinuites  of  the  expenae  of  repairing  fortiScatiana,  and  following 
the  receipt  of  thia  information,  adopted  reaolutions  to  provide  for  needed 
repair*  at  nreral  place*  and  fix  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  ouch  pur- 
poee*.  A  law  on  this  aubject,  chap.  6TS,  waa  paaaed  at  the  next  •e**Ioa, 
October  85,  1739, 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Geobqe  Clakke,  1739.  281 

men,  and  yet  almost  wholly  nntbonght  of  or  neglected.  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  many  causes  ma;  be  assigned  for  its 
decay,  some  of  which  and  particularly  one  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  merchant  or  builder  at  present  to  remove,  nor 
do  I  see  any  other  way  whereby  a  remedy  may  be  aj^lied 
than  by  yonr  aid.  If  the  demands  of  the  builder  be  higher 
than  in  the  neighboring  Provinces,  the  merchant  will  not, 
cannot  bnild  here  without  injuring  himself.  If  the  builder 
undertake  the  work  at  the  same  rate  that  is  given  in  the 
neighboring  Provinces,  he  complains,  and  I  fear  with  too 
much  truth,  that  he  labors  only  to  be  undone,  for  the  exces- 
sive wages  of  carpenters  which  he  must  be  obliged  to  hire 
for  want  of  apprentices  runs  away  with  his  profit,  and  he 
cannot  take  apprentices  being  xmable  in  his  present  poverty 
to  maintain  them.  It  is  you  alone  who  can  apply  a  remedy 
to  this  evil,  and  yon  may  do  it  at  a  very  small  annual 
e:q>ense,  for  I  am  persuaded  that  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year  given  to  ship  building  with  apprentices  at  the  rate  of 
ei^t  hundred  pounds  a  year  with  each  apprentice  for  six 
or  seven  years,  will  soon  revive  that  necessary  and  useful 
work.  It  will  make  ship  builders  willing  to  take  appren- 
tices, enable  them  in  their  present  necessities  to  maintain 
them  and  to  build  for  the  merchant  at  as  low  a  rate  as  in 
the  neighboring  Provinces,  and  from  such  a  nursery  of 
ship  carpenters  yoa  may  in  a  reasonable  time  hope  to  see 
that  brandi  of  trade  grow  to  a  great  height.  You  will  then 
keep  among  yon  many  thousand  pounds  which  are  now 
yearly  exported  out  of  the  Province  by  your  neighbors  who 
are  at  present  yonr  carriers.  It  will  enable  the  merchants 
and  factors  to  make  quicker  remittances  to  England  and 
give  new  life  and  vigor  to  trade  in  general,  the  good  effects 
whereof  every  man  in  the  Province  will  soon  feel,  nor  will 
any  part  of  the  money  thus  given  by  you  be  lost  to  the 
Province,  since  it  will  all  remain  and  circulate  in  it.  Some- 
thing is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  to  revive  this 
withering  branch  of  trade,  and  if  you  can  fall  upon  any 
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method  more  easy,  more  practicable  and  more  conducive 
to  that  end,  I  will  most  heartily  concur  with  yon  in  it. 
Your  own  immediate  interest  requires  a  speedy  and 
effectual  remedy,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  let  this  session 
wear  away  without  applying  iL 

Gentlembit.—  The  G-ovemor  of  the  Province  of  the 
MasBachusetts  Bay  having  sent  me  a  vote  of  the  Assembly 
of  that  Province  and  wrote  to  me  himself  signifying  his 
and  tiieir  desire  to  have  the  boundaries  of  the  two  Prov- 
inces settled  by  commissioners,  I  now  lay  Giose  papers  be- 
fore you,  hoping;  that  you  will  enable  me  to  defray  the 
expense  of  that  work  on  the  part  of  this  Province,  that  the 
people  of  the  Massachusetts  may  be  confined  within  their 
proper  bounds,  the  peace  on  the  frontiers  preserved,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  those  parts  know  more  precisely  to 
whom  they  owe  their  obedience.  If  yon  do  this  it  will  be 
necessary  that  a  law  be  paesed  in  each  Province  to  make 
the  agreement  of  the  Commissioners  conclusive  to  botii, 
and  when  I  know  your  resolutions  I  will  write  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Massachusetts  upon  it. 

The  soldiers  in  the  respective  garrisons  being  at  present 
without  bedding,  kettles,  bowls  or  platters,  I  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  you  to  make  at  this  juncture  some  pro- 
'vision  for  it,  as  well  as  for  powder,  until  stores  are  sent 
from  England.' 

GEO.  CLABKE. 


SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  29.    Transmitting  several  papers  referred  to  in 
his  speedi. 


SThe  JUaembly  adopted  a  reaolutioit,  September  22,  espreniiig  the  opinlcn 
that  the  gairiaon  supplIeH  being  for  the  King's  regular  troopi  ahould  not  b* 
famiihed  at  the  expenae  of  the  Proriaee. 
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September  5.  Beplying  to  the  Assembly's  request  for 
an  estimate  of  the  amomit  required  to  put  the  colony  in  a 
posture  of  defence,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  presented  an 
estimate  as  to  the  battery  iu  New  York  and  said  he  would 
present  other  estimates  as  soon  as  he  could  obtain  the 
needed  information. 

September  18.  Transmitting  further  estimates  of  the 
expense  of  repairing  fortifications,  the  Lieutenaut-Gov- 
emor  said  be  hoped  that  when  the  Assembly  considered 
this  subject,  it  would  also  "  make  honorable  provision  for 
the  support  of  his  Majesty's  government,  in  as  ample  a 
manner  as  former  Assemblies  have  done, '  *  and  that  ' '  on 
those  terms  "  the  Assembly  would  always  find  him  ready 
to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
He  also  said  that  the  victuallers  at  Oswego  complained  that 
their  warrants  had  not  been  paid  promptly  and  recom- 
mended that  the  Assembly  inquire  into  the  matter  and  take 
such  action  as  might  be  needed. 

October  2.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Jona- 
than Belcher,  of  Massachusetts,  urging  immediate  action 
by  the  Assembly  relative  to  the  boundary  between  the  two 
Provinces. 

October  3.  Proroguing  the  Assembly,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  said : 

"  I  come  to  put  an  end  to  this  session,  and  to  give  yon 
a  short  recess ;  I  was  in  hopes,  and  I  believe  every  reason- 
able man  expected,  that  at  this  juncture,  you  would  seri- 
ously have  laid  to  heart  the  true  interest  of  your  country, 
by  showing  your  duty  and  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  ia  sup- 
porting his  Ckivemment  in  an  honorable  manner,  from 
whence  you  might  assuredly  expect  my  assent  to  such  good 
laws  as  yon  jnifj^t  prepare  for  it;  your  constitution  is 
built  npon  a  plan,  as  nearly  resembling  that  of  England 
as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  admit  of;  why  would  you 
not  then  tread  in  the  steps  of  a  British  Parliamentt    Wise 
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men  make  dioice  of  the  beat  examples  for  their  conduct; 
yon  cannot  have  a  greater  or  better,  nor  can  yonr  wisdom 
be  more  conspicnons,  than  in  taking  that  of  a  British  Par- 
liament, who  though  they  have  ever  been  jealous  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  People,  yet  have  always  been 
zealous  and  forward  to  support  the  government  that  pro- 
tects them ;  they  look  upon  the  obligations  to  be  reciprocal ; 
and  as  they  expect  protection,  so  in  the  first  place  they 
support  the  government  that  it  may  be  able  to  give  it 
them;  they  know  the  right  and  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
nor  do  they  attempt  to  invade  them.  They  give  a  gross 
sum  for  the  civil  list,  which  is  here  called  a  revenue  for  the 
support  of  govermnent;  they  appropriate  it  to  that  use, 
but  do  not  touch  upon  the  application  or  disposition  of  it, 
that  being  the  legal  and  known  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  deficiencies  are  made  good  in  the  like  manner. 

That  you  may  have  time  to  reflect  seriously  on  these 
things,  I  have  thought  fit  to  prorogue  you  to  the  9th  day 
of  this  present  month  of  October;  and  I  do  accordingly 
prorogue  you  to  the  9th  day  of  this  present  month  of  Octo- 
ber; on  which  day  you  are  to  meet  at  the  City  Hall,  and 
proceed  on  business,  the  government  having  been  long 
without  a  support,  and  the  people  wanting  many  things  for 
their  conveoieDce ;  these  ought  to  go,  and  mast  go  hand  in 
hand ;  a  proper  revenue  is  the  sinews  of  a  government,  but 
if  it  wants  strength,  how  can  it  give  protection? 

GEO.  CLAEKE." 

The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  October  9. 
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GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  9th  of  October  according  to 
prorogation,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentleubkt. — The  short  prorogation  yoa  have  had  being 
intended  to  give  yon  an  opportunity  to  reconsider  those 
things  whidi  at  your  last  sitting  I  recommended  to  you  for 
his  Majesty's  honor  and  the  interest  of  the  Province,  I  will 
not  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  repetition  but  refer  you  to 
them,  hoping  that  you  will  effectually  provide  for  them, 
wherein,  as  well  as  in  all  other  things  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Province,  you  shall  find  my  ready  concurrence.' 

GEO.  CLABKE. 
SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  7.  Transmitting  the  King's  approbation  of 
a  private  partition  act  passed  in  1734. 

November  17.  At  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  sugges- 
tion, the  Assembly  adjoomed  to  the*  second  Tuesday  in 
April,  1740. 


1740.    JUHX.    TWKHTT-SECOlfD   ASSBMBLY,   FODKTH   SKSSTOIT. 

GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

On  the  8th  of  April  eight  membera  met  and  adopted  a 

resolution  reciting  that  there  was  no  urgent  necessity  for  a 

1  An  act  for  building  fortiflcKtiona,  ch&p.  BT6,  waa  passed  October  20th. 

An  act  for  the  anpport  of  goTemment,  ehitp.  677,  was  passed  November  17. 

TUa  lubjaet  had  been  ootuldered  and  eameetly  Tecommended  hj  tbe  lientenant- 

HanrooT  In  hia  opening  speech,  and  also  in  a  apecial  mesage  at  tlte  preoedii^ 

MMion.    Tbe  Mt  WM  to  be  in  force  one  ^ear  from  December  1^  178S. 

[2861 
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Bession  until  after  harvest  and  seed  time,  bat  "  by  reason 
of  the  uncertain  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,"  it  was  be- 
lieved that  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  would  be  eariy 
enough.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  concurring,  the  Assem- 
bly adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  May.  The  Assem- 
bly met  May  13th,  when  another  resolution  was  adopted, 
again  declaring  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  proceed  upon 
business  until  after  harvest,  "yet  as  his  Majesty  is  en- 
gaged in  an  actual  war,  it  may  be  prudent  to  make  a 
shorter  adjournment."  It  was  also  snf^sted  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  intended  to  renew  the  treaty  of 
friendship  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany,  and 
that  therefore  the  adjournment  should  be  to  such  a  time  as 
he  might  think  proper.  Concerning  the  proposed  adjourn- 
ment the  Lieutenant-Governor  said: 

"I  agree  with  this  opinion  of  the  House,  but  as  an 
Adjutant-General  is  daily  expected  from  England,  for  rais- 
ing volunteers  on  this  continent,  upon  an  expedition 
against  some  Spanish  settlements  in  the  West  Indies,  it 
would  be  improper  that  I  should  be  absent  from  this  City 
when  that  Gentleman  arrives;  for  which  reason,  I  have 
forebom  to  appoint  a  time  for  the  Six  Nations  to  meet  me 
at  Albany;  I  do  however  approve  of  a  further  adjourn- 
ment, and  desire  the  House  will  accordingly  adjourn  itself 
to  the  third  Tuesday  in  June  next" 

The  Assembly  adjourned  accordingly.  The  Assembly 
met  June  17th,  and  adjourned  to  the  30th,  at  which  time 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gentlbmbn. — His  Majesty  having  been  called  upon  by 
repeated  provocations  to  declare  war  against  Spain,  and 
being  determined  by  God's  assistance  in  so  just  a  cause  to 
vindicate  the  honoi*  of  his  imperial  crown,  to  revenge  the 
injuries  done  to  his  subjects,  to  assert  their  undoubted 
rights  of  navigation,  and  by  all  possible  means  to  attad^ 
annoy  and  distress  a  nation  that  has  treated  his  people 
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with  such  insolence  and  barbarity,  has  given  orders  for  tlie 
equipping  and  setting  forth  of  an  expedition  against  the 
territories  of  the  Catholic  King  in  the  West  Indies,  which 
will  consist  of  a  large  squadron  of  ships  of  war,  and  of  a 
considerable  body  of  land  forces  with  a  suitable  train  of 
artillery,  store  ships  and  all  things  requisite,  and  has  like- 
wise given  orders  to  raise  a  body  of  troops  in  his  Majesty's 
colonies  on  the  continent  of  North  America  to  join  those 
to  be  sent  from  England  at  a  particular  rendezvous.  I 
have  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands  taken  the 
best  measures  in  my  power  to  invite  and  encourage  his 
Majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  the  Province  cheerfully  to 
enlist  in  his  Majesty's  service  for  this  expedition,  but  it 
is  in  your  power  to  do  much  more  by  giving  a  bounty  to 
every  man  who  enlists  in  this  service,  and  I  am  persuaded 
it  will  be  such  as  will  show  the  world  that  you  will  not  be 
behind  the  most  zealous  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  pro- 
moting this  glorious  enterprise.  Now  although  by  the 
success  of  this  expedition  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
this  Province  to  and  from  the  West  Indies  will  not  only 
be  secured  but  greatly  increased  by  the  large  possessions 
which  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  Majesty's  arms  will 
fall  into  his  Majesty's  hands,  and  although  by  such  acqui- 
sitions a  door  will  be  opened  for  a  larger  consumption  of 
provisions  (the  staple  of  this  Province)  whereby  the 
farmer  as  well  aa  the  merchant  may  be  greatly  enriched, 
yet  it  is  but  httle  that  hia  Majesty  expects  from  his  dutiful 
and  loyal  subjects  of  this  Province  towards  the  expense 
of  this  expedition,  and  I  am  commanded  by  his  Majesty 
to  recommend  it  to  you  in  hia  name,  as  I  do  most  earnestly, 
that  you  provide  victuals,  transports  and  all  other  neces- 
saries for  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  except 
clothes,  tents,  arms,  ammunition  and  pay,  till  their  arrival 
at  the  general  rendezvous  in  the  West  Indies,  from  which 
time  the  said  transports  are  to  enter  into  his  Majesty's 
pay,  in  the  doing  whereof  I  hope  yon  will  lose  no  time  that 
the  expedition  may  not  be  retarded.  His  Majesty's  expecta- 
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tioiiB  are  bo  just  and  reastmafal^  and  the  prospect  of  advan- 
tage to  the  Province  so  dear,  that  I  persnade  myself  jon 
will  cheerfnlly  and  innuediately  provide  for  the  expense  of 
what  is  recommended  to  you.* 

These  things  being  matter  of  the  highest  importance,  I 
will  not  now  take  off  your  attention  by  recommending  any- 
thing else  to  your  consideration,  hoping  you  will  give  this 
business  the  utmost  dispatch,  wherein  yon  will  in  a  very 
particular  manner  recommend  yourselves  and  your  country 
to  bis  Majesty,  whom  CK)d  alone  preserves. 

GEOEGE  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  1.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  the  eighth  instruction 
received  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  relative  to  a  pro- 
posed expedition  against  Spanish  settlements  in  the  West 
Indies,  as  follows : 

"  But  we  trust  and  expect,  that  our  Assembly  of  New 
York,  will  provide  victuals,  transports,  and  all  other  neces- 
saries for  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  our  Province,  except 
their  clothes,  tents,  arms,  ammunition,  and  pay,  until  their 
arrival  at  the  General  Rendezvous  in  tiie  "West  Indies,  from 
which  time  the  said  transports  shall  enter  into  our  pay; 
and  yon  are  hereby  directed  without  loss  of  time,  to  recom- 

1  The  LegiaUture  ftcted  promptly  uid  genercnulf .  A  fora  of  Tolnntcen  vm 
raised,  uid  on  the  12tli  of  July  an  act,  cluip.  693,  ynt  paaaed  appntprbtting 
twenty-five  hundred  pounds  for  the  expense  of  tranaportlng  the  forcea  to  » 
place  of  rendezTOUB  In  the  West  Indies,  and  for  their  maintenance  until  tbmir 
arrival  there.  The  instrucUoos  from  the  home  goremmeut  provided  that  mi 
the  arrival  of  the  transports  at  the  rendecvoua  they  should  enter  the  King*! 
pay. 

It  Is  a  coincidence  worth  noting  that  during  the  war  between  the  TTnltcd 
States  and  Spain  in  laQS,  the  Legislature  made  an  appropriation  for  tba 
expenses  of  tlie  national  guard,  nayal  militia  and  volunteers  who  were  called 
Into  service  by  the  President,  and  that  after  they  actually  became  members  of 
the  United  States  army,  their  pay,  maintenance  and  other  expenses  became 
a  charge  on  the  natlonid  treasury.  ^Rie  State,  like  the  Province  in  the  earlier 
war,  bore  some  part  of  tlie  expense  for  which  It  was  not  reimbntaed  by  tha 
tiatlonal  government. 
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mend  to  the  said  Assembly  iu  onr  name,  to  make  snch  pro- 
vision, that  the  expedition  may  not  be  retarded  for  want 
thereof." 

July  1.  Acknowledging  an  address  from  the  Connral, 
assuring  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  its  cordial  support  in 
the  proposed  espedition  against  the  Spanish  West  Indies. 
The  Assembly  also  adopted  a  resolution  approving  the 
expedition. 

July  12.  At  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  suggestion  the 
AsBembly  adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  iu  September. 


1740.    SEPTEHBEE.    TWENTY-SECOND  ASSBXBLY,  FIFTH  SISSIOR. 


GEORGE  CLARKE.  lAeutenant-Govenior. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  9th  of  September,  and  the  next 
day  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. — At  your  last  sitting  yon  gave  a  sum  of 
money  for  transporting  and  victualling  five  hundred  men 
to  be  employed  in  the  expedition  against  the  Spaniards, 
that  being  the  number  you  then  thought  would  be  raised 
in  this  Province  for  that  service,  but  there  being  now  an- 
other company  of  one  hundred  men  raising  and  tdmost 
complete,  I  recommend  it  to  you  in  his  Majesty's  name  to 
give  a  further  sum  for  victualling  and  transporting  them 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  I  persuade  myself  that  his 
Majesty's  honor,  the  interest  of  your  country,  and  a  due 
reflection  on  the  signal  and  constant  benefits  you  receive 
from  his  Majesty's  paternal  care  of  this  Province,  will  in- 
spire you  with  dutiful  and  grateful  sentiments  and  induce 
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you  to  show  your  zeal  on  this  occasion  with  the  utmost 
cheerfulneBa.^ 

The  apprehenaions  that  the  people  on  the  frontiers  were 
under  last  fall  of  a  rupture  with  France  made  it  necessary 
to  have  a  double  garrison  all  the  winter  at  Oswego,  but 
there  being  then  do  provision  made  for  the  victualling  of 
tiie  additional  number  of  men,  one  of  the  contractors  under- 
took it,  hoping  that  the  Assembly  would  pay  him,  and  I 
now  recommend  it  to  you.  Oswego  is  a  place  of  great 
importance  to  you  and  ought  by  all  means  to  be  preserved 
if  it  can  be  without  weakening  the  garrisons  in  the  other 
frontier  places;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  if  proper  pro- 
vision be  made  by  you  for  it  now,  when  the  support  of  that 
garrison  will  fall  under  your  consideration,  the  last  act 
being  upon  the  point  of  expiring,  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians  may  be  induced  to  stay  there  with  | 
the  usual  garrison  for  its  defence  in  that  part  of  the  year 
when  the  traders  leave  it  to  return  to  their  own  habitations.' 

Desertions  from  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  and  land 
forces  in  this  Province  have  of  late  been  so  frequent  that 
unless  some  good  law  be  passed  to  prevent  the  like  for  the 
future,  they  may  be  unable  to  protect  either  your  trade  or 
country.  By  passing  sudi  a  law  you  will  show  your  zeal 
for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  welfare  of  your  country." 

The  Mohawk  sachems  have  represented  unto  me  the  irre- 
parable conditions  of  the  chapel  formerly  built  for  their 
religious  worship  and  desiring  to  have  a  new  one  boilt,  I 
cannot  but  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  as  a  thing  worthy 

1  No  ftpproprUtion  was  made  for  the  additional  oompttiiir.  On  the  16th  of 
September,  the  Assemblj  expreued  the  opinion  that  the  appropriation  of 
twenty-five  hundred  pounds  made  at  the  laat  aesalon  would  be  raffleient  for 
this  purpoee,  but  if  not,  no  additional  burden  ihould  be  laid  upon  the  colonf. 

3  An  act,  chap.  704,  was  pawed  November  3d,  making  an  appropriatioD  for 
the  iupport  of  the  garrisan  at  Oawego  for  two  yean. 

S  No  act  was  passed,  but  on  the  26th  of  September,  the  Auembly  ad^tted  the 
report  of  a  committee,  in  which  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  acta  of 
Parliament  in  relation  to  desertions  were  sufficient,  and  that  tbia  view  had 
been  entertained  by  the  Provincial  goTemmnit. 
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the  consideratioii  of  a  Christian  Assembly.  The  progress 
already  made  by  the  Eeverend  Mr.  Barclay  opens  to  our 
view  a  glorious  prospect  of  spreading  the  Christian  faith 
and  worship  throughout  all  the  Six  Nations,  especially  if 
he  be  enable*^  by  you  to  proceed  in  the  work  he  has  so  hap- 
pily and  successfully  begun.* 

The  revenue  being  now  expired,  I  recommend  it  to  you 
to  give  his  Majesty  for  the  support  of  government  such  an 
ample  one,  and  for  such  term  of  years  as  former  Assem- 
blies have  given,  whereby  you  will  strongly  recommend 
yourselves  to  his  Majesty's  grace  and  favor."  At  the  same 
time  it  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  by  some  good  law  all 
illicit  trade  so  much  complained  of  by  the  fair  trader  and 
80  injurious  to  the  revenue.'  And  I  hope  you  will  think  it 
high  time  to  give  some  effectual  encouragement  to  ship 
bmlding. 

GEOBGE  CLARKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
September  11.    Transmitting    information    relative    to 
the  Spanish  expedition. 

*  September  26th  the  AsBembly  adopted  the  following  report  of  a  committee 
which  had  this  subject  under  conaideration: 

"Ai  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Chapel  in  the  Mohawks  Cotmtry,  the 
Committee  were  in  expectation  that  one  of  the  Block  houses  in  the  Fort  lately 
built  there,  would  have  been  made  of  a  dimension  sufficient  to  contain  all  the 
Indiana  remaining  there  who  hare  embraced  the  Christian  religion.  But  in  case 
either  such  Block  House  will  not  accommodate  them  In  their  religious  meetings, 
or  that  the  said  chapel  le  not  like  to  last  long  for  that  aervice,  the  Committee 
ara  of  opinion  that  a  new  one  maj  be  erected  bj  the  voluntary  subscriptions 
of  all  well  dispoeed  Christians,  as  most  of  the  ediSces  for  divine  wonhip  have 
been  built  in  this  Colony.  And  as  such  a  chapel  will  open  a  hopeful  prospect 
of  spreading  the  Chtistian  Faith  and  Worship,  amongst  our  other  Indian 
Kationa,  the  Committae  are  persuaded  such  aubacriptlons  will  not  be  wanting: 
eapeciallj  as  the  several  members  of  this  House  have  already  subscribed  to- 

>  An  act,  chap.  T03,  for  the  support  of  govemment  was  passed  November  3d, 
to  be  in  force  one  year  from  the  1st  of  December,  1740. 

*  By  the  act  for  the  support  of  government,  chap.  703,  passed  November  3d, 
prorieion  was  made  lor  the  enforcement  of  revenue  laws  and  the  prevention  of 
Ulieit  trade. 
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September  25.  Eelative  to  expense  incurred  in  ocmneo- 
tion  with  the  triennial  bill  f  and  also  informing  the  Assem- 
bly that  because  there  was  no  colonial  agent,  certain  stores 
sent  by  the  hwne  government  conld  not  be  naed." 

October  24.  Annooncing  the  royal  approbation  of  an 
act  for  the  partition  of  certain  lands  in  the  township  of 
Oyster  Bay. 

November  3.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the 
second  Tuesday  in  April,  1741. 


1T41.    APKIL.    TWXKTT-SECOSrD  ASSEMBLY,  SIXTH  SBSSIOH. 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  April  14th,.  and  the  next  day  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gbntlbhen.— If  you  look  back  to  the  happy  revolution 
and  call  to  mind  the  great  and  constant  protection  tiiat  you 
have  from  that  time  received  from  the  gracious  and  bonnti- 
ful  hands  of  his  present  Majesty  (whom  God  long  preserve) 
and  of  his  royal  predecessors  in  the  enjoyment  of  your 
dvil  and  sacred  rights  and  privileges,  and  in  the  security 
of  your  trade  and  defence  of  the  country  at  a  vast  expense 
of  the  crown,  you  will  find  that  you  have  been  more  highly 
favored  than  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  Provinces;  and 
every  thankful  breast  must  acknowledge  it  deserves  the 
highest  returns  of  gratitude  and  duty,  not  in  words  but  in 


iThe  geiier»)  appropriation  act,  chap.  TOfl,  paued  November  3d,  provided 
for  the  paTinent  of  tbe  expense  incurred  In  eolieitlng  the  rojal  approval  of 
the  triennial  aasemblj  act  of  1737. 

8  On  the  4th  of  October  the  Aeeembly  adopted  a  report  declaring  in  subatance 
that  on  the  arrival  of  the  stores  sent  b;  the  home  government,  proviwon  would 
be  made  for  discharging  nn;  expense  connected 'therewith. 
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actions,  the  only  snre  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  men's 
hearts.  The  people  lived  in  ease  and  quiet  under  the  most 
excellent  constitution  of  government,  everyone  enjoying 
the  fruit  of  his  labor  without  molestation  or  fear  of  oppres- 
sion, a  happiness  which  none  but  his  Majesty's  subjects 
know,  in  a  grateful  and  dutiful  acknowledgment  whereof 
they  for  may  years  supported  the  government  in  a  manner 
conformable  to  that  oi  the  Parliament  of  England,  like 
them  too  never  questioning  the  King's  royal  prerogative 
and  undoubted  right  to  appoint  officers  for  the  manage- 
ment of  his  revenue. 

Bat  whether  grown  wanton  by  prosperity  or  whatever 
else  it  was  they  began  to  divert  from  the  example  of  the 
Parliament,  demanding  to  have  the  nomination  of  a  treas- 
urer for  the  receipt  and  management  of  the  money  to  be< 
given,  not  for  the  support  of  government,  but  for  extra- 
ordinary uses,  and  being  indulged  in  this,  they  soon  grew 
in  their  demands,  and  insisted  upon  having  the  revenue 
likewise  put  into  his  hands,  it  being  constantly  before  man- 
aged by  the  King's  officer,  his  Majesty's  Receiver-General, 
who  had  and  still  has  a  salary  allowed  him  for  that  service, 
which  is  paid  out  of  his  Majesty's  quit  rents.  This  pros- 
perous beginning  encouraged  them  to  go  on  farther,  and 
it  was  a  bold  and  large  stride  they  next  took;  they  consid- 
ered that  notwithstanding  they  had  the  nomination  of  a 
treasurer,  yet  he  was  not  so  entirely  under  their  direction 
and  in  their  power  but  that  his  Majesty's  auditor-general 
had  the  inspection  and  control  of  his  accounts ;  an  office  of 
great  distinction  and  of  absolute  necessity  for  his  Majesty's 
service,  established  in  King  Charles  the  Second's  time,  and 
at  present  in  a  person  of  very  high  honor,  interest  and  trust 
at  home,  of  whose  influence  the  plantations  have  often  felt 
and  may  as  often  feel  the  happy  effects.  Yet  so  inordinate 
is  the  thirst  of  power  that  no  consideration  bow  equitable, 
prudential  or  beneficial  soever  must  stand  in  its  way. 
Wherefore  after  the  expiration  of  the  revenue  in  1709, 
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which  till  then  had  been  all  along  given  without  any  par- 
ticular application,  they  re&olved  to  get  rid  of  all  restraint 
at  once,  and  to  attain  their  ends  refused  to  sapport  the 
government  unless  they  had  the  particular  appointments 
of  the  ofiBcers'  salaries,  thereby  making  themselves  judges 
what  officers  were  proper,  whatnot,  in  consequence  whereof, 
among  others  they  left  the  Auditor-General  without  any 
salary  or  reward,  although  his  salary  was  established  soon 
after  the  revolution  and  constantly  paid,  thus  fixing  on 
themselves  the  dependence  of  the  officers  for  whom  they 
provided  (for  men  are  naturally  servants  of  those  who  pay 
them)  they  in  effect  subverted  the  constitution,  assuming  to 
themselves  one  undoubted  and  essential  branch  of  his 
Majesty's  royal  prerogative. 

I  would  willingly  persuade  myself  that  nothing  but  the 
late  disorders  whidi  so  much  distracted  the  minds  of  the 
people'kept  them  from  returning  to  a  just  sense  of  their 
duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  that  now  these  disorders  are  hap- 
pily ended,  sober  and  reasonable  counsels  will  take  place 
and  the  example  of  that  august  body,  the  Parliament,  will 
be  the  rule  of  your  future  actions.  This  and  only  this  will 
remove  as  to  this  Province  a  jealousy  which  for  some  years 
has  obtained  in  England,  that  the  plantations  are  not  with- 
out thoughts  of  throwing  off  their  dependence  on  the  crown 
of  England.^  I  hope  and  believe  no  man  in  this  Province 
has  any  such  intention,  but  neither  my  hopes  nor  belief  will 
have  the  weight  of  your  actions,  and  as  you  have  it  in  your 
power,  so  it  is  your  duty  and  true  interest  to  do  it  effectu- 
ally by  giving  to  his  Majesty  such  a  revenue  and  in  such 


1  Replying  to  the  Ueutonant-Gorenior's  HUggestion  as  to  ■  pcMBiUe  movement 
for  independence,  the  Aseembljr  in  Its  address  preBented  to  him  on  the  26th  of 
April,  say  it  dares  "vouch  that  not  one  Bingle  person  in  the  colony  has  any 
■uch  thought  or  desire,  for  under  what  goTemment  can  ■me  be  better  protected, 
or  our  liberties  and  properties  so  well  secured? " 

Thus  It  appears  that  thirty-flve  years  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
the  possible  separation  of  the  American  colonies  was  a  subject  of  discussion 
and  public  concern  in  Sngland. 
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maimer  as  will  enable  liia  Majesty  to  pay  hie  own  officers 
and  servants,  whereby  they  will  be  reclaimed  to  their 
proper  dependence,  and  sach  as  the  flourishing  condition 
of  the  Province  will  amply  admit,  which  from  the  great 
increase  of  the  trade  and  people,  ie  well  known  to  be  vastly 
better  than  it  was  above  forty  years  ago,  when  and  for 
many  years  before  and  after,  such  a  revenue  as  I  speak 
of  was  given  by  the  then  Assemblies  at  the  same  time  that 
large  sums  of  money  were  raised  to  pay  detachments  of 
the  militia  which  were  sent  to  the  frontiers  for  their  de- 
fence in  time  of  war. 

The  next  thing  I  recommend  to  your  consideration  is 
the  defence  of  the  Province,  for  though  all  that  hmnan 
wisdom  or  foresight  could  do  to  preserve  us  in  peace  has 
been  done,  and  we  have  long  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  it, 
yet  if  appearances  at  a  distance  deceive  not,  there  is  great 
cause  to  apprehend  a  speedy  rupture  with  France.  Your 
situation,  therefore,  ought  to  awaken  you  to  a  timely  pro- 
vision against  that  event  in  fortifying  this  town  in  a  better 
manner  than  it  is  at  present,  by  erecting  batteries  in  proper 
places  upon  some  of  the  wharves  facing  the  harbor,  others 
upon  the  side  of  Hudson's  Eiver  adjoining  to  the  town, 
and  one  at  Bed  Hook  upon  Long  Island  to  prevent  the 
enemy  frcaxt  landing  upon  Nutten  Island.  You  will  see  by 
his  Majesty's  order,  which  I  will  communicate  to  you,  that 
his  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  of  his  great  bounty 
and  care  of  your  preservation,  to  order  a  large  quantity  of 
stores  of  war  to  be  sent  hither,  among  which  is  a  great 
number  of  ordnance,  so  that  the  batteries  to  be  built  may 
be  proportioned  to  the  number  of  ordnance  proper  for 
tbem,  those  of  the  smallest  sizes  being  better  suited  to  the 
frontier  forts  in  the  county  of  Albany.  Powder,  ball  (flags, 
none  of  the  forts  having  any  at  present)  and  whatever  else 
is  wanting  for  the  ordnance,  the  forts  and  batteries  and 
general  defence  of  the  Province,  you  must  provide  in  time, 
as  well  as  for  the  expense  that  will  unavoidably  accrue  on 
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the  arrival  of  the  stores  for  carrying  them  to  proper  places, 
mounting  the  guns  and  otlier  necessary  services.^ 

The  house  at  Oswego  being  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  for  trade,  ought  by  all  means  to  be  preserved  from  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  French,  which  it  will  do  if  s<Hne 
speedy  and  effectual  care  be  not  taken  to  put  it  into  a  pos- 
ture of  defence;  for  which  end  it  is  necessary  tiiat  it  be 
surrounded  with  strong  and  proper  works,  and  that  the 
garrison  be  proportionately  augmented,  and  if  to  his 
Majesty's  troops  in  garrison  there,  a  sofficient  number  of 
Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  be  added,  it  might  have  the  best 
effect,  especially  if  those  nations  can  be  brought  to  let  the 
Governor  of  Canada  know  that  they  have  taken  upon  them 
to  defend  it,  as  the  only  place  where  they  can  be  supplied 
at  a  moderate  rate  with  such  goods  as  their  necessities  re- 
quire, which  perhaps  they  may  be  induced  to  do  if  they 
are  dealt  with  in  time  and  before  an  actual  rupture  with 
France;  and  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  I  meet  them  as  I  will  readily  do  so  soon  as  you  enable 
me,  not  only  for  that  purpose,  but  also  to  confirm  them  in 
their  fidelity  to  his  Majesty,  which  by  the  intrigues  of  the 
French  has  of  late  years  been  much  shaken.  If  we  tie  them 
closely  to  us,  and  there  is  no  other  way  to  do  it  than  by 
presents,  they  will  be  our  best  barrier  and  the  surest  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier  settlements  at  the  least  expense, 
though  it  cannot  be  expected  but  that  it  must  be  greater 
than  in  time  of  peace,  both  because  it  will  be  necessary 
they  be  oftener  treated  with,  and  that  the  Commissioners 
of  Indian  Affairs  be  more  amply  supplied  with  money,  as 
their  occasions  to  employ  Indians  as  spies  upon  the  designs 
and  motions  of  the  enemy  will  be  more  frequent.  If  you 
suffer  Oswego  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Prendi,  I  much 
fear  yon  will  lose  the  Six  Nations,  an  event  which  will  ex- 
pose the  whole  country  to  the  merciless  spoil  and  barbarous 
cruelty  of  a  savage  enemy,  the  miseries  whereof  a  neigh- 


3  June  13th  Rn  act,  chapter  707,  was  possed  for  fortifying  the  ooloii]r. 
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boring  Province  has  often  felt  nor  could  prevent  at  a  vast 
charge.  Wherefore,  at  any  expraise  Oswego  ought  to  be 
maintained  that  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations  may  be  pre- 
served. I  have  done  my  duty  and  disdiarged  my  conscience 
ia  giving  you  this  warning;  do  yours,  and  eave  your 
country  from  ruin.  At  present,  if  any  part  of  the  Province 
should  be  invaded  and  money  absolutely  necessary  for  any 
service,  even  in  such  an  exigency  I  cannot  either  with  or 
without  the  advice  of  the  Council  draw  for  a  penny,  a  cir- 
cumstance well  worth  your  consideration. 

Genti^bmen.—  The  militia  ought  to  be  put  under  some 
better  regulation  in  case  of  an  invasion,  nor  should  any 
mau  that  is  able  to  bear  arms  be  exempted  from  serving 
and  doing  duty.' 

An  agent  in  England  to  negotiate  the  aflfairs  of  the 
Province  is  always  necessary.  It  is  owing  to  the  want  of 
one  that  we  have  not  yet  received  the  stores  of  war,  and 
to  the  same  cause  you  must  impute  whatever  other  disad- 
vantage you  may  feel  by  not  having  the  affairs  of  the  Prov- 
ince properly  represented  and  duly  solicited  by  some  gen- 
tleman, whose  integrity,  abilities  and  person  being  well 
known  to  the  ministry,  will  give  him  access  to  them  at  all 
time. 

I  wish  with  all  my  heart  I  had  no  more  to  say  to  you  at 
this  time,  but  how  melancholy  soever  it  be,  I  am  obliged 
to  mention  to  yon  the  late  fatal  fire  that  laid  in  ashes  the 
house,  chapel,  barracks  and  secretary's  office  in  his  Maj- 
esty's fort  in  this  town,  accidentally  occasioned  by  mending 
a  gutter  on  the  roof  of  the  house  adjoining  to  the  chapel, 
which  having  leaked  all  winter  had  much  damaged  and 
would  soon  have  rotted  the  timber  and  floors  of  that  part 
of  the  house,  so  that  what  was  intended  for  its  preserva- 
tion, unhappily  turned  to  its  destruction.  I  need  not  tell 
you  how  necessary  it  is  to  have  them  speedily  rebuilt; 

tjmw  13th  an  act  wan  poiaed,  chap.  708,  requirin;;  persons  exempt  from 
dntj  itiidcr  the  militia  law  to  take  their  turns  in  watching  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 
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without  doubt  yon  are  sensible  of  it,  and  will  make  pro- 
vision accordingly.* 

The  frequent  fires  which  have  happened  in  this  town 
since  that  at  the  fort,  giving  room  from  many  circmn- 
stances  to  believe  they  have  been  kindled  by  design,  call 
for  some  effectual  law  to  restrain  the  too  great  lioense 
that  the  negroes  are  allowed,  or  that  they  take  without  it, 
in  assembling  in  great  nmnbers,  and  at  times  and  in  places 
that  give  them  opportnnities  of  caballing;  and  the  great 
losses  that  have  been  sustained  by  means  of  those  fires 
when  goods  have  been  removed  to  preserve  them  from  the 
flames,  requires  some  method  to  secure  them  for  the  future 
from  being  stolen.  A  night  guard  of  the  militia  will  be 
very  proper,  to  be  constantly  kept  on  foot,  especially  in 
time  of  war,  but  they  must  be  obliged  to  that  duty  by 
proper  penalties ;  and  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  billet- 
ing the  men  who  may  be  ordered  to  this  town  for  its  de- 
fence whenever  occasion  requires,' 

GEOEGE  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  27.  The  Assembly  having  presented  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor an  address  in  which  were  considered  sev- 
eral subjects  embraced  in  his  speech  at  tiie  opening  of  the 
session,  he  delivered  the  following  answer  which  sufficiently 
points  oat  the  matters  on  which  there  was  a  difference  of 
opinion : 

"  In  your  address  you  say  that  her  late  Majesty,  Queen 
Anne,  directed  that  you  should  have  a  Treasurer  of  your 
own,  but  you  do  not  say  for  what  purposes ;  had  you  done 
that,  it  would  have  appeared,  that  it  was  only  for  money 
given  for  extraordinary  uses,  and  not  the  revenue;  I  allow 

*  Provjsioii  VM  made  in  the  farttflc«tion  kct,  e'ba.p.  707,  puMd  June  13th, 
for  rebuilding  the  secretary's  office  and  the  b&rracki, 

s  An  act  prorlding  for  militatr  watcbea  in  New  York,  ebap.  708,  wm  pMMd 
jnsa  13th. 
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yon  may  enquire  into  the  management  and  disposition  of 
all  the  pnblic  money  given  by  you,  and  if  you  find  any  mis- 
application of  it,  you  may  censure  the  guilty,  and  by  ad- 
dress and  other  proper  application  making  known  those 
misapplications,  justice  will  be  done;  but  that  can  be  no 
reason  for  putting  the  revenue  into  other  hands  than  the 
King's  officer,  or  for  your  taking  upon  yon  to  apply  to  par- 
ticular persons  and  uses,  the  money  you  give  for  support 
of  government,  which  is  the  encroachment  on  the  King's 
prerogative  that  I  mentioned;  notwithstanding  the  Audi- 
tor-General has  a  stated  salary  allowed  him,  yet  his  fees 
for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  revenue,  in  his  Majesty's 
other  Provinces  are  paid  him  out  of  the  money  accounted 
for  in  those  accounts,  as  they  were  here,  and  there  is  no 
good  reason  to  be  given  why  they  ought  not  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner  for  the  future. 

The  preservation  of  Oswego,  and  of  the  fidelity  of  the 
Six  Nations  is  of  more  consequence  to  the  Province  than 
any  other  thing  whatsoever,  and  if  we  lose  them,  no  part 
of  the  country  will  be  safe,  as  I  believe  you  are  all  senable 
of  from  the  manner  of  annoying  their  enemies.  I  for  my 
part  will  spare  no  pains  to  retain  them  in  their  fidelity  to 
his  Majesty. 

It  will  be  too  late  to  think  of  buying  powder  when  mi 
enemy  appears;  that  ought  to  be  done  by  you  in  time. 

What  bills  you  prepare,  which  I  shall  judge  to  be  really 
necessary  or  beneficial  to  the  Province,  I  will  readily  give 
my  aasent  to." 

May  28.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Glovemor  delivered  the  following  speech : 

"  Since  I  spoke  to  you  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  letter  of  the  4th  of  Deewn- 
ber  last,  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  his  Majes- 
ty's most  principal  Secretary  of  State,  signifying  That  as 
it  b  probable  that  recruits  will  be  wanted  for  the  forces 
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under  Lord  Cathcart's  command,  or  evrai  that  Lord  Catb- 
cart  may  write  to  have  a  greater  number  of  troops  from 
North  America  than  are  at  present  sent  to  him,  it  is  his 
Majesty's  commands  that  if  Lord  Cathcart  should  think 
proper  to  write  to  me  for  any  number  of  men  for  recruits, 
or  for  any  other  service,  I  should  endeavor  to  raise  them ; 
wherefore  it  being  probable  that  General  Wentworth,  who 
succeeds  Lord  Cathcart  in  the  command  of  his  Majesty's 
Forces  in  the  West  Indies,  may  in  the  time  of  your  recess 
write  to  me  for  recruits  or  new  levies,  I  thought  it  neces- 
sary at  this  time  to  recommend  to  you  to  make  provision 
for  the  victualling  and  transporting  such  number  of  men 
as  I  may  raise  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands  for 
the  purposes  mentioned;  lest,  if  I  wait  your  next  meeting 
before  I  recommend  it  to  you,  his  Majesty's  service  may 
suffer  by  delay.  You  cannot  more  effectually  show  your 
zeal  for  his  Majesty's  honor  and  service,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  this  Province,  than  by  exerting  yourselves  on  this 
occasion;  and  I  hope  the  glorious  beginning  already  made 
by  his  Majesty's  forces  will  help  to  excite  you  to  speedy 
and  generous  resolutions.' 

GEORGE  CLARKE." 

He  also  transmitted  a  communication  from  the  Coiomis- 
sioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  showing,  among  other 
things,  that  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the 
Indian  country,  a  great  number  of  Indians  intended  to 
come  to  Albany,  and  the  Commissioners  appealed  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  furnish  a  supply  of  provisions  for 
the  Indians,  to  prevent  the  hardship  which  would  otherwise 
fall  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Albany.'' 

•  The  Auemblr  on  tlw  SMli  of  May,  adopted  a  reaolution  poitponing  nntll 
the  next  aegiiion  action  relatiTe  to  recmits  for  the  expedition  agKinst  the  Span- 
ish West  Indies. 

TThe  fortification  act,  chap.  707,  paused  June  13th,  appropriated  one  hun- 
dred poundn  for  the  purpose  of  fumiihtng  tupplies  to  the  Indians  in  reaptwiB 
to  this  suKgestion. 
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The  communication  also  recited  various  acts  of  the 
French,  showing  encroachments  in  the  Indian  country. 

June  13.  The  Legislature  adjourned  to  the  third  Tues- 
day in  September. 


1741.    SEPTEHBES.    TWEHTY-SECOnD    ASSEMBLY,    SEVESIH 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

A  quorum  did  uot  appear  until  the  17th  of  September, 
and  on  that  day  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen.—  At  your  last  sitting  I  acquainted  you  that 
I  had  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to  raise  recruits 
for  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the  West  Indies,  and  even  new 
troops  when  the  General  should  write  for  them.  I  recom- 
mended it  to  you  to  make  provision  for  victualling  and 
transporting  such  a  number  of  men  as  I  might  so  raise, 
whereupon  you  resolved  at  your  next  meeting  to  take  into 
consideration  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  by  this  col- 
ony in  relation  to  that  part  of  my  speech  which  related  to 
recruits  for  the  expedition  against  the  Spaniards  in  the 
West  Indies  if  General  Wentworth,  or  the  General  of  those 
forces  for  the  time  being,  should  in  the  meanwhile  apply 
for  such  recruits  from  the  said  colony. 

GENTLEMEif. — General  Wentworth  has  wrote  to  me  for 
recruits  and  new  forces,  wherefore  I  now  call  upon  you  to 
come  to  a  speedy  resolution  to  provide  proviBions  and 
transports  for  the  men  I  may  raise  for  that  service.^    His 


1  An  act,  chap.  717,  paned  November  Z7th,  appropriated  five  hnndied  pound* 
lor  trauporting  and  Ttetualling  tnmpe  to  the  West  Indies. 
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Majesty's  forces  have  now  gained  sure  footing  on  the 
islaiid  of  Cuba,  and  you  will  be  very  much  wanting  in  your 
duty  to  his  Majesty  and  to  the  interest  of  this  Province  if  you 
do  not  give  all  the  assistance  in  your  power  to  strengthen 
his  Majesty's  army  there,  which  by  the  Divine  assistance 
may  enlarge  their  conquests  to  that  extent  as  may  ^ve 
large'  and  nnmerons  settlements  to  such  a  colony  of  people 
as  may  in  time  take  off  more  of  the  provisions  of  these 
northern  Provinces  than  all  the  other  islands  in  the  West 
Indies;  an  event  that  will  increase  and  secure  our  trade 
and  navigation  and  enrich  you  beyond  all  other  means  that 
can  be  devised. 

Gbntlbmbn.—  Ton  cannot  be  too  careful  to  preserve  by 
good  laws  the  reputation  of  bread  and  flour,  the-  staple 
commodities  of  the  Province,  which  when  once  lost  it  will 
be  very  difficult  to  retrieve,  nor  is  less  care  required  to  pre- 
vent the  bakers  and  bolters  from  committing  frauds  in  the 
care  of  their  casks,  an  evil  at  present  very  much  complained 
of  and  calling  for  speedy  redress. 

Qentlemen.—  It  is  high  time  for  you  to  make  provision 
for  rebuilding  the  house,  diapel  and  the  rest  of  the  bar- 
racks and  edifices  in  the  fort  that  were  destroyed  by  the 
late  fire  kindled  in  consequence  of  the  horrid  result  of  an 
execrable  conspiracy  to  bum  this  whole  town  and  to  de- 
stroy the  People,  which  nothing  but  divine  Providence  hin- 
dered from  beinj  fully  executed ;  nor  do  I  think  we  ought 
now  to  rest  in  such  supine  security  as  to  be  careless  of  our 
present  and  future  safety,  wherefore  I  think  it  necessary 
that  the  people  be  obliged  by  some  good  law  to  continue  their 
military  night  watches,  and  the  officers  thereof  authorized 
under  proper  regulationB  to  preserve  the  city  from  all  dan- 
gers in  the  night  time,  which  I  recommend  to  your  consid- 
eration, the  act  lately  passed  for  the  more  equal  keeping 
nulitary  watches  being  by  its  own  limitation  soon  to  expire.' 

3  A  Dlght  watch  law,  chftp.  711,  was  passed  November  7th,  and  the  city  of 
New  York  wap  autiiorixed  to  raise  funds  for  the  purposes  of  the  *ct. 
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Gemtlbhbk.— There  are  several  things  which  I  men- 
tioned to  yon  at  your  meeting  in  the  month  of  April  last, 
B(»ne  whereof  have  not  heen  at  all,  and  others  not  so  folly 
considered  and  provided  for  by  you  as  they  ought  I  do 
therefore,  referring  yoa  to  what  I  then  said,  now  again 
recommend  those  things  to  you.  I  cannot,  however,  but  in  par- 
ticular take  notice  to  yon  that  the  ancient  loyal  and  datiful 
method  of  giving  a  revenue  for  a  term  of  years  and  without 
applications  has  been  too  long  disused,  which  has  much 
weakened  the  natural  constitution  of  the  government,  and 
if  not  speedily  remedied,  may  involve  the  country  in  many 
and  almost  irretrievable  miseries.  Those  evils  it  is  in  your 
power  to  prevent  by  giving  to  his  Majesty  such  a  revenue 
and  for  such  term  of  years  without  particular  applications 
of  it  as  former  Assemblies  gave.  Your  country  is  much 
more  able  to  do  it  now  than  ever  it  was;  it  is  what  his 
Majesty  expects  from  yon,  what  a  Governor  will  insist  on 
as  bis  predecessors  have  done,  and  as  he  in  reason  ought, 
and  what  I  truly  and  sincerely  think  is  your  interest,  as 
it  is  your  doty  to  do.  This  is  the  last  opportunity  I  shall 
have  to  speak  to  you,  and  as  I  can  consequently  have  no 
private  view  in  it,  that  injurious  insinuation  which  hereto- 
fore mij^t  take  place  in  weak  minds  can  now  nowhere  find 
reception,  and  every  considerate  man  will  from  thence  con- 
clude that  my  ni^ng  you  to  give  a  revenue,  in  the  manner 
I  mention,  proceeds  from  the  just  sentiments  of  my  heart, 
as  I  assure  you  they  do  from  the  affection  I  bear  to  the 
Province  whose  true  interest  and  happiness  have  been  my 
daily  study  and  constaht  care.' 

1  November  Tth,  ui  kct  waa  pused,  chap.  709,  continuing  for  one  year  from 
Uw  lit  of  December,  1741,  the  act  for  the  support  a1  goT«mntent  passed  in  1740. 
It  appears  from  this  act,  and  otben  already  cited,  that  the  Aswrnblr  had  delib- 
erately deteimined  b>  limit  to  one  year  acta  for  the  support  of  the  goremmeilt, 
aiul  the  executive  appealed  in  vain  for  laws  granting  revenues  for  this  pnrpoM 
for  a  longer  period.  The  provision  limiting  appropriations  to  two  years,  which 
was  inoorporated  In  the  Constitution  in  194ft  was  based  on  tba  oolonlal  prte- 
dpi*  a*  ezpraased  in  the  tongoing  statntee. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  9.  Recommending  that  the  garrison  at  Oswego 
be  doubled  as  there  seemed  to  be  a  probability  of  a  rupture 
with  France. 

October  14.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indians  Affairs,  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
Assembly  would  take  such  action  as  would  be  most  con- 
ducive "  to  the  reclaiming  the  Indians,  in  their  fidelity  to 
his  Majesty,  and  tiieir  dependency  on  this  Province,  and 
as  becomes  the  present  exigency  of  affairs."* 

October  17.    Proroguing  the  Assembly  to  the  19th  inst. 

October  19.  The  Assembly  met  according  to  proroga- 
tion. 

October  27.  Referring  to  the  expedition  against  the 
Spanish  West  Indies,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said : 

"  I  am  in  hopes  from  the  progress  already  made  in  rais- 
ing men  for  his  Majesty's  .^jnerican  regiment,  that  I  shall 
be  able  to  make  up  the  number  of  two  hundred,  of  which 
I  desire  you  will  acquaint  the  House,  hoping  they  will  make 
suitable  provision  for  the  transporting  and  victualling 
them,  or  such  number  as  I  may  raise,  whether  it  be  more 
or  less  than  two  hundred."    (See  note  1.) 

November  26.  The  two  Houses  joined  in  an  address  to 
the  King  based  on  an  Assembly  resolution,  that  a  sum  may 
be  "graciously  granted"  sufficient  for  erecting  a  house 
and  other  buildings  suitable  for  his  Governors  here,  in- 
stead of  those  that  have  been  destroyed  in  the  Fort  by  the 
late  wicked  conspiracy.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  was  re- 
quested to  join  in  the  address,  but  declined.  He  had 
already  in  his  opening  speech  recommended  the  erection  of 
new  public  buildings  in  place  of  those  destroyed.  The 
address  was  sent  by  the  Council  and  Assembly  to  George 

*  In  reaponse  to  this  auggestion  a  proviaion  waa  included  in  the  act  applying 
tha  rersnuea,  chap.  717,  passed  November  27tti,  appropriating  MTen  hundred 
pound*  for  pnaenta  to  the  Six  Nationa  "  when  the  GovernoT  or  Commander-in- 
Chief  gD«a  to  Albauj'  to  renew  the  treaty  with  them  there." 
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Clmton,  the  new  Governor,  who  had  been  appointed  on  the 
third  of  the  preceding  July,  but  who  was  still  in  England. 
November  27.  At  the  Lientenant-Govemor'B  suggestion 
the  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  in  Mardi, 
1742. 


174ft.    APfilL.    TWEITTT-SSCOITD   ASSBHBL7,  EIGHTH  SESSION. 


GEORGE  GIERKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

A  quorum  of  the  Assembly  appeared  April  21,  and  the 

next  day  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Oehtlbuen. —  The  present  face  of  affairs  in  Europe  re- 
quires your  sitting  at  this  time,  that  you  make  speedy  and 
ample  provision  for  putting  the  fort  in  this  town  in  a  pos- 
ture of  defence;  and  it  greatly  wants  a  thorough  repair, 
some  part  of  the  wall  being  already  fallen  down  and  other 
parts  in  a  tottering  condition,  the  sodwork  mouldered  away 
and  the  bastions  and  curtains  without  platforms;  and  un- 
less these  things  be  done  the  ordnance  will  be  useless,  and 
his  Majesty's  gracious  purpose  in  sending  them  for  your 
security  will  be  defeated.^ 

Some  charge  has  already  accrued  and  more  must  un- 
avoidably follow  in  carrying  the  ordnance  and  other  stores 
to  the  respective  forts  and  batteries  for  which  they  are 
intended,  and  it  will  be  the  greater,  as  most  of  those  forts 
are  remote  from  hence,  particularly  those  at  Oswego  in  the 
Mohawks  country,  and  at  Schenectady,  and  I  recommend 
it  to  you  to  make  suitable  provision  for  it,  as  well  as  for  the 
victualling  of  a  double  garrison  at  Oswego  which  will  be 

<  An  act,  chap.  TZ7,  passed  Maj  22d,  provided  for  the  repair  of  Port  Q«orge, 
the  tnuuportation  of  volunteers  to  the  West  Indies  and  other  parpoMB. 

20 


D.qilizMb,G00>^le 


306  Mebsaoes  fbom  ihb  Gotxbnoe. 

highly  necessary  to  preserve  that  important  place  from 
falling  into  the  enemies  hands  in  case  of  a  mptnre. 

It  is  high  time  to  set  about  building  the  house,  chapel 
and  other  edifices  that  ^rere  consumed  in  the  fort,  as  well 
as  the  stables  and  coach  house  without  it,  that  when  the 
Governor  comes  he  may  not  be  unprovided  of  an  habitation 
and  other  conveniences  suitable  to  his  station,  which  is  the 
more  necessary  to  be  speedily  done,  as  he  is  soon  expected, 
and  no  bouse  that  I  know  of  to  be  hired  that  is  fit  for  his 
residence. 

General  Wentworth  having  sent  Captain  Cosby  and  CoL 
Qooch's  regiment  to  raise  recruits  in  this  Province  for  his 
Majesty's  service,  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  yon  to  pro- 
vide for  the  victualling  and  transporting  so  many  as  be 
may  raise,  and  to  do  it  with  all  expedition,  which  will  not 
only  forward  the  service,  but  likewise  prevent  desertions, 
and  ease  the  recruiting  officer  of  the  great  expense  of  main- 
taining them,  which  may  be  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear  if 
they  be  not  shipped  off  in  a  short  time  after  they  are  en- 
listed. Your  zeal  and  dispatch  here  will  not  fail  of  recom- 
mending you  to  his  Majesty.' 

I  have  on  the  request  of  the  Onondaga,  Gayugas  and 
Tnskaroras,  three  of  the  Six  Indian  Nations,  sent  a  smith 
to  reside  for  a  year  at  Cayouge  [Cayuga],  for  the  payment 
of  whom  and  of  the  persons  residing  in  the  Smeca's 
country  I  hope  you  will  provide,  as  it  will  much  oondnce  to 
the  keeping  of  the  Indians  steady  in  the  British  interest. 

When  the  act  for  regulating  the  militia  CMuee  under  yonr 
consideration  it  will  be  necessary  by  it  to  oblige  all  men  to 
an  equal  share  of  duty  in  day  as  well  as  night  guards,  that 


■  This  recommBn^tioii  mi  embodied  in  a  proviiiM)  in  Uw  aet,  olup.  727, 
pawed  iSay  82d,  nuJdng  m  ftppropriatlon  for  the  Tapalr  of  Tort  Qwtrge,  uid 
the  trftiwporUtion  of  TolunteerB.  The  act  niggeBted  that  thero  would  not  be 
more  thkii  twenty  rolunteers,  uid  the  appropriation  for  their  truuportatian 
wat  limltad  to  one  hundred  pounds. 
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the  service  be  not  too  mach  imposed  on  them  who  have  the 
least  to  defend,  and  little  or  nothing  to  support  their 
families  bat  what  they  earn  by  their  daily  labor. 

GEO.  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
May  22.  The  Lieatenant-Govemor  recommended  that 
the  Assembly  adjourn  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  August,  and 
said  that  *'  if  the  public  service  required  the  sitting  of  the 
House  on  that  day,  it  would  by  circular  letters  be  signified 
to  the  several  members." 


1T4S.    OCTOBBS.    TWXnTT-SBCOHD  ASSEMBL7,  lONTH  SESSION. 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Twelve  members  met  on  the  3d  of  August  according  to 
adjournment  After  several  adjoununeuts,  a  majority  ap- 
peared October  13,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered 
the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

GsirrLBUBN. —  The  government  being  at  present  without 
any  support,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  take  it  into 
your  immediate  consideration,  and  to  make  such  ample  and 
honorable  provision  for  it  as  former  Assemblies  have  done.^ 

The  act  to  support  the  garrison  at  Oswego  being  by  its 
limitation  to  expire  on  the  first  of  November  in  this  present 
year,  it  is  requisite  that  you  prepare  another  bill  to  be 
passed  before  that  time;  and  as  a  rupture  with  France 
seems  almost  unavoidaUe,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  victualling  a  garrison  of  forty  men,  lest  for 

■An  art.  chsp.  729,  tnn  pMsed  October  20tli,  continuing  for  Anothor  ymr 
the  act  of  1740,  for  the  support  of  gorenimenL 
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want  thereof  that  unportant  place  should  fall  into  tiie 
enemy's  hands,  the  conseqaence  whereof  will  be  the  loss  of 
your  most  valuable  branch  of  trade,  and  but  too  probably 
occasion  a  defection  of  the  Six  Nations;  an  event  that  de- 
mands your  most  serious  attention,  as  every  part  of  the 
Province  how  remote  soever  some  of  the  counties  may  be 
from  those  nations,  will  soon  feel  the  cruel  effects  of  it.' 

Whatever  happens,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  hav- 
ing done  my  duty  in  pressing  you  to  do  yours,  and  I  hope 
you  will  leave  nothing  undone  that  may  give  the  people 
whom  you  represent  cause  to  reproach  you.  The  sense  that 
I  have  of  the  vast  consequence  that  the  fidelity  of  these 
nations  is  to  the  British  interest  in  general  and  to  this. 
Province  in  particular,  and  of  the  constant  arts  and  in- 
trigues of  oar  national  enemy  to  seduce  them,  makes  me 
thus  warm  in  my  expressions.  Had  you  the  like  opportuni- 
ties that  I  have  of  knowing  those  things,  I  am  persuaded 
your  zeal  would  keep  pace  with  mine,  and  make  what  I  say 
needless  or  but  matters  of  form,  but  as  many  of  you  live 
very  distant  from  those  Nations  and  can  consequently 
know  little  of  their  importance  to  us  but  by  information,  I 
cannot  with  the  discharge  of  my  duty  be  silent  or  less 


Captam.  Cosby  has  raised  and  sent  to  Jamaica  twenty 
recruits  for  his  Majesty's  American  regiment,  and  I  hope 
you  will  make  provision  for  paying  the  expense  of  their 
transportation,  being  persuaded  that  your  zeal  for  his 
Majesty's  service,  which  has  carried  you  to  a  much  greater 
expense  on  the  like  occasion,  will  very  readily  lead  yon 
to  this." 


>ProvuioD  for  the  support  of  the  garrison  at  Oawego  was  mode  by  tn  set, 
chap.  734,  passed  October  29th. 

3  ProviBion  for  the  recruits  for  the  expedition  to  the  West  Indies  wu  mmde 
at  the  previous  session,  but  at  this  sesBioD,  by  the  act  applying  TeT«naes. 
chap.  733,  passed  October  29th,  an  additional  appropriation  of  twenty  poonds 
-was  made  to  reimburse  Captain  Cosby  for  expenditures  in  connectira  with  the 
transportation  of  volunteers. 
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There  are  several  things  that  I  reconunended  to  you  at 
;oar  last  sitting,  some  of  which  being  but  in  part  and 
others  not  at  all  provided  for,  I  now  again  recommend 
them  to  yoor  couBideration,  referring  you  to  what  I  then 
Baid.* 

GEO.  CLABKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  26.  The  Speaker  announced  that  on  the  pre- 
vious day  he  had  received  from  Governor  Clinton  two 
letters  enclosing  copies  of  papers  relating  to  the  address 
sent  to  him  by  the  Council  and  Assembly,  relative  to  the 
erection  of  a  Governor's  house,  and  to  military  supplies 
for  the  colony. 

October  29.  The  Assembly,  at  the  Lieutenant-Govern- 
or's suggestion,  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  April, 
1743. 


1743.    APSIL.    TWBlTTY-SBCOIfD  ASSEMBLY,  TBHTH  SESSION. 


GEORGE  CLARKE,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  regular  business  of  the  session  be^n  April  21, 
when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen. —  The  nigh  approach  of  the  winter  at  your 
last  meeting  not  giving  you  time  to  provide  for  all  those 
necessary  things  which  I  reconunended  to  you,  I  now  again 
refer  to  your  consideration  such  of  them  as  remain  unpro- 
vided for,  hoping  that  now  too  you  will  think  it  high  time 
to  j^ve  the  fort  in  this  town  a  thorough  repair  as  well  as 


*SeTOTml  militia  Uwa  w»rt  continued  by  an  act,  chap.  730,  passed  October 
£9th.    TOIs  subject  had  been  included  in  the  Lientenant-OorernoT'B  r 
ditioDs  kt  the  opening  of  the  pravtous  sesaion. 
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to  lay  in  a  proper  and  soflBcient  qnantity  of  powder,  ball 
and  other  neceesary  stores  for  that  and  all  the  other  forta 
and  batteries  in  the  Province,  that  we  may  not  be  unpro- 
vided for  onr  defence  in  case  the  enemy  should  at  any  time 
attack  ns,  nor  be  then  to  seek  for  them  when  it  be  too  late. 
When  these  things  come  under  your  consideration,  yon  will 
remember  that  there  is  not  a  flag  for  any  of  the  forts. 

The  presents  which  the  French  when  they  come  into  the 
Seneca's  comttry  feed  those  people  with  makes  it  necessary 
that  those  whom  we  send  to  reside  there  should  likewise 
have  something  to  give  to  the  Indians  to  prevent  the  infln- 
enco  which  otherwise  the  enemy  may  gain  over  them.  The 
Ccnmaissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  think  it  absolntely  neces- 
sary, bnt  at  the  same  time  declare  that  their  allowance  at 
this  critical  juncture  is  so  small  that  they  cannot  fnmish 
those  presents,  wherefore  I  recommend  it  to  yon  to  make 
seme  provi8i<m  for  that  service. 

GEORGE  CLAEKE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
April  30.  On  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  recommenda- 
tion, the  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  Au- 
gust A  quorum  of  the  Assembly  did  not  meet  again,  and  it 
was  dissolved  by  Qovemor  Clinton  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember. 


1743.    VOVXIEBBS.    TWEHIY-THIBD  ASSEMBLY,  FtSST  SBSSIOK. 


GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

George  Clinton  was  appointed  Governor  of  New  Tort: 
by  a  cconmission  bearing  date  July  3, 1741.  He  arrived  in 
New  York,  September  20,  1743,  and  took  the  official  oath 
aad  assumed  the  duties  and  functions  of  his  office.  His 
eommnnication  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  wbidi  was 
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received  during  the  October  Beasion,  1742,  has  already  boMi 
noted.    At  the  close  of  ihe  tenth  session  the  Assembly  ad-  . 
joomed  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  Angost,  and  was  in  Mist- 
enc8,  adjoomiog  from  time  to  time,  when  Governor  Clinton 
arrived. 

September  27,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses,  tiie 
Assembly  was  dissolved,  the  Governor  remarking,  in  the 
course  of  liig  speech,  that  be  had  been  inf  onned  that  it  bad 
been  the  general  practice  to  have  a  new  election  of  an 
Assembly  upon  the  publication  of  new  cwnmissions  to  Gov- 
ernors, and  that  the  continnanoe  of  that  practice  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  people  of  this  Province. 

The  new  Assembly  met  November  8,  and  the  Govamor 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Q-BNTLSMBN. — It  .would  have  been  very  agreeable  to  me 
to  have  embarked  for  my  government  Boon  after  bis  Maj- 
esty was  graciouBly  pleased  to  honor  me  with  his  royal 
commission,  but  the  affairs  of  this  Province  as  well  as  my 
own  rendered  that  impracticable. 

I  am  now  come  amongst  you,  Gentlemen,  with  such  favor- 
able impressions  of  the  people  yon  represent  that  it  shall 
be  my  chief  study  by  every  proper  method  to  deserve  yoar 
good  will  and  merit  your  esteem,  as  it  shall  be  my  constant 
endeavor  to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  a  steady 
adherence  to  the  prindples  of  justice  and  a  due  regard  to 
the  established  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  con- 
sistent with  the  known  prerogative  of  the  Crown;  and  I  am 
persuaded  from  your  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  whose  natural 
affection  extends  to  the  remotest  of  his  subjects,  and  his 
glorions  zeal  in  maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe,  have 
justly  rendered  him  the  darling  of  his  own  people,  and 
gained  him  the  immortal  title  of  the  deliverer  of  others, 
and  likewise  from  your  wonted  regard  to  the  honor  and 
reputation  of  the  Province  that  you  will  not  fail  of  answer- 
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ing  his  royal  expectations  and  my  reasonable  holies  in 
granting  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  his  government  in 
as  ample  a  manner  and  for  a  term  as  long  as  has  hereto- 
fore usnally  been  given  mider  any  of  my  predecessors, 
Govemors-in-Chief  of  this  Province.^ 

The  short  time  I  have  been  with  you  has  not  permitted 
me  minutely  to  examine  into  the  state  of  your  fortifications, 
the  security  and  well  maintaining  of  which  has  (since  my 
arrival)  been  strongly  recommended  to  me  by  his  Majesty; 
and  I  cannot  doubt  bnt  the  present  critical  juncture  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe  will  induce  you  to  exert  your  utmost  care 
in  points  of  so  great  and  general  importance,  and  as  yon 
are  indebted  to  the  bountiful  care  of  his  Majesty  for  a  late 
large  supply  of  warlike  stores,  it  will  be  incumbent  upon 
you  to  show  your  thankfulness  by  making  immediate  pro- 
vision for  the  purchase  of  such  others  as  in  the  judgment 
of  our  superiors  ought  to  bo  had  at  the  proper  charge  and 
expense  of  the  Province. 

I  understand  and  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  great 
consequence  it  is  to  the  British  interest  on  this  continent 
in  general,  as  well  as  to  this  Province  in  particular,  to 
secure  the  friendship  and  dependence  of  the  Six  Nations 
of  Indians,  and  to  cement  if  possible  into  a  firm  union  with 
each  other  all  those  who  are  in  alliance  with  any  other  of 
his  Majesty's  Provinces.  You  will  therefore  find  me  heart- 
ily disposed  with  your  assistance  to  put  my  intentions  on 
this  head  in  execution  as  soon  as  the  season  for  a  general 
treaty  will  permit.* 

The  opinion  I  entertain  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  this 
Province  forbids  me  to  think  they  will  suffer  the  usual 
place  of  their  Governor's  residence  to  lie  longer  in  the 

1  The  AsBemblj  adherad  to  the  paUcj  adopted  hj  its  predecmsor  in  relation 
to  oonu&l  apprgpriatioiu,  and  on  the  let  of  December,  bj  clup.  741,  continued 
for  one  year  the  act  of  1740  for  the  support  of  govenunent. 

SThe  general  appropriation  act,  chap.  744,  passed  December  ITth,  made 
proTision  for  eight  hundred  pounds,  to  be  used  in  making  present*  to  tha 
Indians. 
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rains  to  which  the  late  imhappy  fire  has  reduced  it.  I  can 
but  sensibly  feel  the  inconveniences  that  from  hence  arise 
to  me  and  my  family.  If  therefore  some  regard  to  them, 
joined  to  that  which  the  dignity  of  the  government  requires 
at  your  hands,  can  prevail  on  you  to  take  this  matter  into 
your  immediate  consideration,  it  will  redound  very  much 
to  your  honor  and  my  ease.' 

Having  taken  notice  before  my  departure  from  England 
that  this  Province,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  most  others 
in  America,  is  entirely  unprovided  with  any  agents  for 
negotiating  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  I  cannot  on  this  occasion  omit  mentioning 
to  you  the  necessity  there  is  of  an  appointment  of  some 
proper  persons  for  this  end,  and  of  establishing  such  a 
reasonable  allowance  for  their  service  as  may  induce  them 
to  exeri;  themselves  with  vigilance  and  care  in  whatever 
may  contribute  to  the  welfare  or  affect  the  public  interest 
of  the  Province. 

I  desire  you,  Gentlemen,  to  be  assured  nothing  in  my 
power  shall  be  wanting  to  demonstrate  my  real  regard 
and  attachment  to  the  interest  of  this  colony.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  convince  you  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions 
by  the  uprightness  of  my  actions,  and  shall  always  be  well 
pleased  with  my  administration  when  I  know  it  stands 
approved  by  the  general  voice  of  the  people. 

GEO.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  10.  Thanking  the  Assembly,  and  also  the 
Coundl,  for  their  addresses. 

December  17.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  third 
Tuesday  in  April,  1744. 


■  An  act,  chap.  758,  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  house  for  the  Goreraor 
m  puMd  Ma.7  19.  lT4i. 
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itm.  apbil.  iwkittt-third  asssmblt,  sbcoitd  sbsbioh. 

GEORGE  CLINTON.  GoTeraor. 

The  AsBembly  met  April  17,  and  the  Governor  delivered 
the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlemen. — As  the  aeason  of  the  year  did  not  permit 
you  to  provide  for  all  those  things  recommended  to  you  in 
my  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  last  meeting,  particularly 
as  to  the  supplying  the  magazines  of  the  respective  gar- 
risons with  gunpowder,^  the  rebuilding  the  house  in  the 
fort,'  and  the  appointing  agents  for  the  colony  at  the  court 
of  Great  Britain,  I  therefore  recommend  them  to  your  con- 
sideration, not  doubting  but  they  will  have  their  due  weight 
in  your  deliberations. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  Mr.  Stone,  secretary 
to  the  Lords  Justices,  with  their  Excellencies'  dire<^ons 
that  I  should  employ  the  most  effectual  means  for  putting 
this  colony  into  the  best  posture  of  defence  that-  shall  be 
possible,  and  to  be  constantly  npon  my  guard  against  any 
surprise  from  any  quarter  whatsoever:  and  by  a  ship 
lately  arrived  here,  advice  has  been  brought  that  the 
French  had  been  preparing  to  make  an  Invasion  on  his 
Majesty's  kingdoms  in  favor  of  a  popish  pretender,  and 
that  there  has  been  an  engagement  in  the  Mediterranean 
between  part  of  bis  Majesty's  fleet  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Matthews,  and  the  combined  fleets  of  Spain  and 
France,  which  events  may  probably  bring  on  a  French  war, 
and  therefore  it  behoves  us  to  put  ourselves  in  such  a 


1  This  recommeadation  w&a  compliMl  with  by  an  act,  chap.  75S,  paued  Ma; 
IMh,  to  provide  for  tbe  repair  and  cconpletion  of  fortifications. 

>  An  act,  chap.  T5S,  paued  Hay  10th,  appropriated  thr«e  thoiuand  pound* 
for  tlie  erection  of  a.  honse  (or  the  Goremor'a  reaidenoe,  on  or  near  the  rita 
of  the  house  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  The  new  houae  waa  to  be  eighty  t^ 
forty-flve  feet,  and  three  stories  above  ground. 
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condition  that  we  may  be  able  to  repel  the  attempts  which 
may  be  made  npon  any  part  of  this  conntry,  and  in  order 
to  do  tiiat  it  will  be  proper  to  consider  what  may  be  want- 
ing to  complete  the  fortifications  in  this  city  and  the  connty 
of  Albany,  that  those  frontier  places  may  not  be  exposed 
to  the  insnlts  of  an  enemy.' 

Gentlemen. —  You  cannot  but  be  sensible  of  the  great 
importance  of  Oswego,  not  only  for  carrying  on  an  advan- 
tageons  trade  with  the  remote  Indians,  but  also  for  pre- 
serving the  Six  Nations  in  their  fidelity  and  keeping  them 
Bteady  to  the  British  interest ;  therefore  I  persuade  myself 
you  will  do  whatever  shall  be  necessary  for  the  additional 
strength  of  that  place,  and  make  a  provision  for  carrying 
np  the  cannon  and  a  supply  of  gunpowder  early  this  spring 
to  that  and  the  other  out  garrisons. 

The  ill  consequences  I  apprehend  to  the  whole  Province 
if  that  garrison  of  Oswego  should  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  induced  me*for  its  support  to  order  some  persons  to 
be  sent  thither  to  reside  there  this  last  winter.  I  expect 
you  will  provide  for  that  expense,  and  for  the  support  of 
such  an  additional  number  of  men  as  may  be  found  needful 
to  send  thither.' 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  allowance  made 
to  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  is  not  sufSclent 
to  defray  the  necessary  disbursements  whit^  that  service 
will  require,  especially  in  case  of  war  with  the  Frendi.  I 
must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  such  farther 
addition  as  the  nature  of  that  service  does  demand. 

By  the  accounts  received  from  the  West  Indies  the 
smallpox  rages  in  several  of  the  islands  there.  I  have 
taken  all  the  precautions  in  my  power  to  gaard  against  its 
being  brought  in  hither,  and  I  think  it  would  be  expedient 


>A  fortiflcation  act,  ch»p.  7S8,  paued  Hay  IMh,  made  proTiaion  for  repair- 
ing the  forta  In  New  York  and  Albany. 

*Aii  appropriation  to  retmbuiBe  ezpensea  incurred  to  aid  the  Oawega  gar- 
riMm  wu  made  by  the  fortiflcationa  act,  chap.  768,  passed  May  l&th. 
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to  pass  a  law  as  soon  as  may  be  to  prevent  the  bringing  in 
that,  or  any  other  infections  distemper  with  such  p^ialties 
as  will  render  it  eflfectnal  for  that  purpose. 

Gentlemen. —  These  things  whidi  I  have  recommended 
to  you  are  such  as  concern  the  honor,  the  interest  and 
safety  of  this  Province,  and  if  there  be  any  other  which 
can  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  imder  my  gov- 
ernment, I  shall  cheerfully  concur  in  every  measure  that 
can  promote  an  end  I  have  so  much  at  heart. 

a  CUNTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  20.  Assoriog  the  Assembly  that  he  would  imme- 
diately give  directions  in  compliance  with  its  resolution, 
requesting  the  Governor  to  direct  the  Commissioners  of 
Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  to  deliver  certain  cannon  and 
warlike  storea  for  use  in  the  fortifications  at  Oswego, 
Schenectady  and  at  Fort  Hunter  in  the  Mohawks  country. 
(See  note  1.) 

April  26.    Thanking  the   two  Houses   for  their  joint 


May  8.  Transmitting  accounts  for  expenses  In  connec- 
tion with  Indian  Affairs. 

May  11.  Transmitting  an  extract  from  the  London 
Gazette  of  March  24,  from  which  it  appeared  that  war  bad 
been  declared  by  France  against  England. 

May  17.  Beferring  again  to  the  impending  war  between 
England  and  Prance,  the  Governor  urged  immediate  con- 
sideration of  measures  for  strengthening  Oswego,  and  in 
relation  to  the  Indians  said : 

"It  is  obvious  to  every  considering  man,  who  informs 
himself  of  the  situation  of  the  Five  Nations,  that  a  partj' 
of  men  posted  in  the  Seneka's  country  will  be  of  the  great- 
est importance  to  this  and  other  his  Majesty's  dominions 
on  this  Continent,  as  it  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  means, 
to  secure  the  fidelity  of  those  Nations  in  this  critical  con- 
juncture, when  you  may  be  sure  the  French  will  take  every 
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advantage  of  onr  ueglectB;  and  if  they  succeed  therein, 
think  seriously  of  the  fatal  conseqneneeB  of  it,  and  how 
irretrievable  they  will  be;  wherefore,  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  make  soitable  provision  for  that  service." 

The  Governor  also  said  the  war  would  necessitate  ex- 
penditures not  provided  for  in  existing  appropriations  and 
arged  the  Assembly  to  '^make  provision  for  such  services 
and  incidents  as  may  arise  and  be  absolutely  necessary." 
'  The  Governor  also  recommended  measures  for  strengthen- 
ing the  fortifications  in  New  York.    (See  note  3.) 

May  18.  Protesting  against  the  Assembly  resolution  to 
postpone  until  the  next  session  consideration  of  the  inci- 
dental matters  referred  to  in  the  Governor's  message  of  the 
preceding  day. 

May  19.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday 
of  July. 


1744.    JITLT.    TWXITTT-THISD  ASSBMBLT,  THIBD  SESSIOS. 


GEORGE  CLINTON.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  the  17th  of  July,  and  the  next  day  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Obntlbueh. — At  your  last  meeting,  from  the  authentic 
intelligence  I  had  concerning  the  French  war,  you  had  my 
recommendation  to  make  provision  for  several  matters 
which  I  then  conceived  to  be  of  great  importance,  though 
hitherto  it  has  not  had  entire  effect. 

His  most  sacred  Majesty,  in  just  resentment  of  the  many 
repeated  indignities  offered  to  his  Crown  and  Kingdoms 
by  the  French  King,  by  his  notorious  violation  and  breach 
of  the  most  solemn  treaties,  his  open  hostilities  lately  com- 
mitted against  the  British  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
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the  daring  affront  offered  by  the  reception  of  the  eoo.  of 
the  Pretender  in  the  French  dominiong,  and  the  prepara- 
tions made  for  an  invasion  of  his  Majesty's  kingdoms  in 
favor  of  a  popish  Pretender,  found  himself  indispensably 
obliged  to  take  np  arms,  in  concert  with  his  allies,  to  sup- 
port the  balance. and  liberties  of  Enrope  by  putting  a  check 
to  the  ambitions  views  of  that  aspiring  monarch  to  reduce 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  nnder  hie  influence  and  tyranny, 
not  doubting  of  the  blessing  of  Almighty  Qod  on  so 
righteous  a  cause. 

It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  us  to  nee  the  greatest  dili- 
gence and  dispatch  to  put  this  Province  into  the  best  pos- 
ture of  defence,  to  repel  any  attempts  which  may  be  made 
against  us,  and  not  only  so,  but  to  exert  ourselves  in  such 
a  manner  as  we  may  be  able  upon  occasion  to  attack  and 
distress  our  enemies.' 

The  completing  the  several  fortifications  in  this  city, 
Albany,"  Oswego,'  and  the  other  garrison  should  now  be 
attended  to  without  the  least  delay,  wherein  I  cannot  but 
observe  there  has  hitherto  been  made  but  too  slow  a  prog- 
ress. As  to  what  I  think  farther  necessary  to  be  done  for 
the  security  and  defence  of  this  city  and  other  parts  of  the 
Province,  I  shall  lay  the  particulars  thereof  before  you. 

According  to  my  former  resolution,  I  have  sent  up  the 
cannon  and  ammunition  to  Oswego  and  a  reinforcement  of 
soldiers,  as  also  a  detachment  to  Saratoga,  all  which  are 
arrived;  and  upon  the  representation  of  the  officer  at 
Oswego  whilst  I  was  at  Albany,  I  then  ordered  such  things 
as  were  immediately  necessary  for  the  secnrity  and  defence 
of  that  place,  and  likewise  directed  an  interpreter  to  be 
sent  there,  and  six  Indians  to  serve  as  scouts  to  watch  and 

1  An  act,  chap.  776,  for  the  defence  of  the  eolcmy  wa*  paued  September  Slot. 

2  An  act,  chap.  78S,  paned  September  Slat,  appropriated  three  hundred 
pounds  for  completing  fortiflcations  In  Albany. 

3  An  act,  chap.  764,  "  to  support  the  garriwHi  and  trading  houae  at  Onrago  " 
ifaa  pawed  September  lit. 
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give  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  npon 
information  since  I  arrived  here,  have  farther  directed  two 
Indians  of  each  of  the  Siz  Nations  to  be  retained  by  as  in 
our  pay  to  reside  at  Oswego,  in  order  to  assist  in  the  de- 
fence of  it  in  case  it  should  be  attacked.  I  found  it  requisite 
al&o  to  advance  fifty  pounds  to  the  ofiBcer  here  to  lay  out 
OGcaaionally  for  presents  to  the  Indians  or  other  incidental 
services  as  shall  be  judged  expedient  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  same  officer  has  acquainted  me  tliat  be  has  already 
expended  several  sums  on  such  like  occasions,  whidi  I  have 
promised  him  to  recommend  to  you  to  reimburse ;  for  whidi 
and  all  other  moneys  advanced  upon  the  credit  and  for  the 
honor  and  service  of  the  public  upon  any  emergency,  I 
cannot  doubt  but  you  will  readily  make  provision  when  the 
accounts  are  laid  before  you.* 

The  great  importance  of  that  place  has  been  often  en- 
larged upon  80  as  to  render  a  repetition  needless.  I  cannot, 
however,  omit  taking  notice  that  upon  the  preservation  of 
that  fortress  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations  to  the  British 
interest  does  in  a  great  measure  depend. 

I  have  lately  had  an  interview  with  those  Indians  at 
Albany,  and  have  renewed  the  treaties  and  strengthened 
the  alliance  with  them.  They  expressed  their  hearty  attach- 
ment to  the  British  interest  in  the  strongest  terms,  though 
I  found  them  rather  inclinable  not  to  intermeddle  with  the 
war  unless  provoked  thereto  by  an  attempt  of  the  French 
from  Canada  upon  any  of  our  possessions. 

There  met  me  upon  this  occasion  Commissioners  from 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  fully  impowered  to  treat  with  those  nations 
t^  my  permission  to  revive  the  ancient  amity  and  alliance 
between  them  and  those  governments,  in  which  I  was  glad 


I'Ehe  gsnenl  »ppraprUUoii  act,  chftp.  783,  puaed  September  21st,  prorided 
a  anm  to  b«  expioded  In  """"g  praMotj  to  the  Indiuu,  and  foi  other  inci- 
dental pnipoeea  connected  with  Indian  affain. 
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of  the  opportunity  of  giving  them  the  full  liberty,  conceiv- 
ing it  must  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  common  cause 
of  his  Majesty's  respective  colonies  in  North  America,  and 
of  course  tend  towards  an  hearty  union  of  the  several  gov- 
ernments in  their  respective  cooncits  and  actions  upon  the 
present  important  occasion. 

It  highly  concerns  the  interest  of  this  government  in  par- 
ticular, as  well  as  the  British  interest  upon  the  Continent 
in  general,  to  preserve  the  Six  Nations,  and  all  other  Indians 
in  alliance  with  as  and  them,  steady  in  their  engagements, 
for  if  by  the  artifices  and  intrigues  of  a  subtle  enemy  they 
should  at  length  through  any  imprudence  of  ours  be  se- 
duced from  their  fidelity  to  his  Majesty,  we  may  easily  see 
how  fatal  and  destructive  such  an  event  would  prove. 

The  commissioners  from  the  Massachusetts  government 
had  full  powers  likewise  for  entering  into  a  strict  union 
and  alliance  with  us  and  all  the  colonies  on  the  main  to 
concert  and  agree  with  them  upon  proper  measures  for 
their  joint  conduct  iu  the  war,  as  well  offensively  as  de- 
fensively against  the  common  enemies  for  our  matoal  ad- 
vantage. I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  provide 
supplies  Qie  better  to  enable  me  to  commissionate  proper 
persons  with  like  powers  for  this  laudable  end,  that  thereby 
such  measures  may  be  engaged  in  touching  the  conduct  of 
the  war  in  these  parts  that  hia  Majesty's  American  sub- 
jects may  not  only  be  safe  in  their  possessions,  but  become 
a  terror  to  his  enemies." 

Gentlemen. —  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  consider  that 
while  his  Majesty's  station  ship  is  refitting,  our  coast  and 
trade  is  unguarded ;  in  this  case  the  examples  of  the  neigh- 

BOn  the  IMh  of  September,  the  Assemblf  adopted  a  resolution  expressing 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  "  imprudent  in  them  to  engage  in  any  acheme 
liefora  a  plan  of  it  was  imparted  to  tbem,  from  which  they  might  form  *  judg- 
ment of  the  thing,  and  how  far  the  colony  might  be  able  to  assist  in  the  execu- 
tion thereof." 
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boring  governments  may  at  this  conjuncture  well  be 
thought  worthy  your  imitation,  the  fitting  out  vessels  well 
maimed  and  armed  in  order  io  prevent  or  defeat  any  efforts 
of  a  rapacious  enemy  until  the  man  of  war  can  be  com- 
pleted for  service  and  other  ships  arrive  from  Great 
Britain  (which  I  have  represented  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  be  requisite)  may  well  compensate  any  ex- 
pense the  Province  can  be  pat  to  on  that  account. 

Nor  is  the  appointment  of  an  agent  at  the  Court  of  Qreat 
Britain  to  negotiate  the  affairs  of  the  Province  witii  a 
salary  adequate  to  that  service  of  email  importance ;  I  have 
before  recommended  it,  and  as  a  matter  I  think  still  of 
greater  consequence  at  this  time  I  cannot  bat  repeat  it. 

Oentlehen. — These  several  services  must  unavoidably 
be  attended  with  extraordinary  expense,  but  think  seri- 
ously how  fatal  the  consequences  may  be  to  our  civil  and 
religious  liberties  should  we  by  any  backwardness  or  defect 
in  making  suitable  provision  for  defraying  the  charges 
necessary  to  these  ends,  and  to  answer  all  other  incidents 
and  contingencies  of  the  government,  supinely  suffer  any 
part  of  this  Province  to  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

If  therefore  the  honor  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty  and 
the  British  subjects,  the  preservation  of  your  liberties  and 
properties  and  all  that  is  dear  and  sacred  to  yon  may  be 
thought  the  most  prevailing  motives  for  exerting  your 
vigor  at  this  time  of  common  danger,  I  entreat  you 
calmly  and  deliberately  to  think  on  these  things,  and  I 
persnade  myself  I  may  confidently  rely  on  your  raising 
such  supplies  as  will  effectually  answer  the  present  esi- 
gencies  and  enable  me  to  support  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
this  government,  and  pursue  every  method  for  its  safety, 
to  which  you  will  always  find  me  attentive  with  the  sin- 
oerest  regard. 

G.  CLINTON. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

July  24.  The  G-ovemor  sent  the  following  message  to 
both  Honaes : 

*'  In  my  speech  delivered  to  yon  on  the  18th  inst.  I  spoke 
in  general  how  much  it  imported  us  at  this  critical  con- 
juncture to  use  the  utmost  diligence  and  dispatch  for  put- 
ting this  Province  into  the  best  posture  of  defence,  and 
recommended  to  yon  to  make  a  provision  suitable  to  that 
end;  and  as  to  what  I  had  already  ordered,  or  should 
think  further  necessary  to  be  done  immediately  for  our 
security  I  told  you  I  would  lay  the  particulars  before  you; 
and  accordingly  they  are  contained  in  the  following  articles. 

Ist.  As  to  my  directions  already  given  concerning  the 
fortifications  in  this  City; 

I  have  ordered  the  Brass  cannon  in  the  Flag  Mount  in 
Port  George  to  be  repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  service. 

Ninety-five  shot  boxes,  one  for  each  gun,  four  more  sen- 
tinel boxes,  a  new  flag  staff,  and  a  platform  on  the  south 
east  bastion  in  Fort  George  to  be  forthwith  made. 

Leaden  aprons  to  be  made  for  the  cannon  on  Copsey 
Battery,  and  a  fence  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  thereof. 

Eight  cannon  to  be  removed  to  Mr.  Eutger's  wharf,  on 
the  North  Biver,  and  eight  to  Burnet's  Key  on  the  East 
River,  for  land  batteries  in  case  of  an  invasion. 

2dly.  Concerning  what  I  judge  further  necessary  to  be 
done  towards  completing  the  fortifications  of  this  city : 

The  magazine  in  Fort  George,  nnder  the  south  east  bas- 
tion, to  be  sufficiently  repaired  for  the  receptior  and  safe 
custody  of  gunpowder. 

A  greater  quantity  of  gunpowder  to  be  forthwith  pro- 
vided, that  all  the  garrisons  may  have  a  sufficiency. 

The  rest  of  the  barracks  in  Fort  George  should  be  re- 
built for  the  accommodation  of  the  two  independent  com- 
panies, which  cannot  be  lodged  there  without  them. 
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A  banquette,  or  foot  bank,  chonid  be  raised  along  the 
inside  of  the  parapet  on  Copsey,  and  the  Flatroek  Batteries, 
to  a  proper  heighth  for  the  musketeers  to  fire  over. 

The  heme  on  Copsey  Battery  to  be  filled  up  with  sod 
work  to  prevent  the  enemy's  landing  there. 

To  take  away  every  other  gun  on  Copsey,  and  01  np  eadi 
other  embrasure  with  sod  work. 

Tompkins  and  leaden  aprons  ^ould  be  made  for  all  the 
cannon. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  sorting  all  the  cannon  shot, 
and  placing  them  in  boxes  next  to  the  proper  guns. 

MatroBses  with  proper  officers  should  be  provided  for, 
to  be  kept  in  constant  exercise. 

3dly,  As  to  what  I  have  directed  conceminsr  the  fortifi- 
cations in  the  county  of  Albany,  and  respecting  the  Indians, 
in  order  to  secure  their  dependence  on  the  British  interest; 

Upon  the  representation  of  the  officer  at  Oswego,  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany,  commnnicated 
to  me  there,  and  upon  the  report  and  examination  of  some 
traders;  I  then  ordered  that  the  port  holes  of  the  new 
walls  should  be  immediately  altered  in  such  manner  as  tha,t 
the  cannon  might  be  traversed,  and  likewise  that  the  plat- 
form should  be  repaired. 

That  the  officer  should  make  use  of  the  Timber  of  the 
trader's  bouses,  to  make  ramparis  and  piles  to  place 
against  the  wall,  to  strengthen  and  secure  it. 

I  have  ordered  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 
immediately  to  send  np  into  the  Seneka's  country  an 
armourer  and  smith,  with  two  or  three  other  men  with 
them  to  reside  there,  upon  the  complaint  of  the  Sachems  of 
that  Nation  that  they  were  in  great  want  of  them  to  assist 
in  removing  their  castles  near  to  the  Cayouges,  for  their 
greater  strength  and  security,  according  to  my  recom- 
mendation to  them  for  that  purpose. 
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4&lj,  Concerning  viiat  is  further  necessary  to  be  done 
for  the  security  of  the  county  of  Albany : 

A  strong  fort  to  be  built  in  a  proper  situation  near 
Crown  Point,  and  a  sufficient  garrison  kept  there  to  main- 
tain it,  and  as  from  thence  the  French  can  make  inroads 
into  this  Country,  and  the  Neighboring  goTemments  to  the 
eastward,  this  should  be  done  at  our  joint  expense. 

A  strong  fort  should  likewise  be  built  at  Tierondequat, 
or  some  other  proper  place  in  the  Seneka's  country,  and  a 
strong  garrison  kept  in  it,  to  maintain  it,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  Seneka's  and  other  Indians  in  their  fidelity  to  bis 
Majesty;  and  as  all  his  Majesty's  govermnents  on  the  Con- 
tinent are  in  some  degree  concerned  in  this  material  article, 
this  ought  to  be  done  at  the  joint  expense  of  all  interested. 

Upon  your  making  proper  provision,  I  will  commission- 
ate  fit  persons  to  treat  with  the  neighboring  governments 
touching  these  articles,  and  such  others  as  shall  be  judged 
expedient  from  time  to  time  for  our  mutual  defence  and 
the  annoyance  of  his  Majesty's  enemies.  (See  note  1.) 
G.  CLINTON." 

July  31.  The  Governor  sent  to  both  Houses,  the  follow- 
ing additional  communication  relative  to  military  prepara- 
tions : 

"  Since  my  last  message  to  the  House  on  the  24rth  instant, 
several  other  particulars  have  occurred  to  me,  which  in 
my  opinion  the  public  security  requires  to  be  provided  for 
at  this  time. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  there  should  be  a  battery  of 
six  guns  at  Red  Hook,  on  Nassau  Island,  which  would 
eflfeetually  prevent  the  enemy's  lying  there,  to  bombard 
this  city,  or  their  landing  any  force  or  artillery  on  Nutten 
Island;  in  case  of  any  such  attack  upon  us,  this  battery 
might  be  easily  supplied  and  maintained  by  the  force  of 
the  country. 
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It  would  likewise  be  proper  to  raise  another  battery  on ' 
the  front  of  the  Great  Dock  of  this  city,  in  order  to  flank 
the  east  side  of  Copsey  Battery,  as  the  Flat  Bock  battery 
does  to  the  westward. 

I  omitted  to  acquaint  you  in  my  last,  that  I  had  ordered 
the  Conunissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  to  agree 
with  ten  men  and  an  oflScer,  upon  the  moat  reasonable  terms 
they  could,  to  serve  as  outscouts  towards  Crown  Point,  to 
be  immediately  employed  on  that  occasion,  to  watch  and 
give  intelligence  on  the  motions  of  the  enemy  from  that 
quarter,  who  were  agreed  with  and  sent  out  accordingly, 
and  are  since  returned;  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  provide 
for  this  service  also,  when  the  accounts  are  laid  before  you.^ 

And  further,  it  is  necessary  that  you  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  such  a  number  of  men  and  officers  as  may  be  suffi- 
dent  to  be  kept  constantly  in  pay  in  that  employ  in  the 
county  of  Albany  during  the  war. 

The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  have  recommended 
the  number  to  be  thirty-nine  men  and  two  officers  for  this 
purpose,  and  ten  Indians  to  be  retained  in  aid  of  them, 
who  will  be  able  to  penetrate  further  into  the  Enemy's 
country  than  the  other  scoats,  with  this  advantage,  that 
they  may  not  only  be  secure  in  their  persons  but  unsus- 
pected. 

I  have  been  acquainted  that  in  the  former  war  with 
France,  some  companies  of  the  militia  detached  from  other 
counties,  were  sent  up  to  Albany  to  continue  there  in  the 
pay  of  the  country,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  that  county; 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  have  recommended 
it  to  me  as  a  matter  requisite  to  be  done  at  this  time. 

The  Allowance  to  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 
ought  now  of  necessity  to  be  enlai^fed,  as  it  must  be  ex- 
pected, that  many  incidental  services  will  arise  to  the  public 


•  Payment  of  these   expeiuM    for   outMontB   was   proridcd   for   i 
ehop.  775,  paawd  Septembftr  Zlit,  for  the  defence  of  the  colony. 
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in  tiie  time  of  war,  as  well  from  Indians  as  others,  which 
from  the  nature  of  them  will  demand  gratuities,  which  the 
present  annual  provision  for  negotiating  Indian  affairs  is 
too  scanty  to  admit  of,  as  I  have  heretofore  intimated 
to  you. 

G.  CLINTON." 

Also  transmitting  acconnts  for  expenses  incurred  in 
military  preparations. 

August  20.  The  Governor  continued  his  consideration 
of  the  war  in  the  following  message : 

''  Prom  the  examination  herewith  laid  before  you,  it 
must  be  inferred  that  the  Province  has  suffered  consider- 
able damage  this  sununer  by  the  precipitate  retreat  of  our 
Indian  traders  from  Oswego,  upon  notice  of  the  French 
War ;  most  of  them  you  will  find  left  the  place  immediately 
upon  the  alarm,  sold  what  they  could  of  their  goods  to 
those  few  of  their  brethren  that  had  the  sense,  courage  and 
resolution  to  stay  behind,  and  brought  the  remainder  back 
with  them.  You  will  judge  what  a  balk  and  discouragement 
this  instance  of  pnsilanimity  has  occasioned  to  those  num- 
ber of  Indians  of  the  far  Nations  who  have  rarely  come  to 
trade  with  us ;  but  perhaps  finding  the  French  had  no  goods 
to  supply  them  at  Niagara,  resolved  to  proceed  to  Oswego, 
where  some  of  them  found  the  place  was  basely  deserted 
by  most  of  the  people,  and  no  goods  to  exchange  for  their 
furs;  upon  information  whereof,  many  other  Indian 
canoes  were  turned  back  before  they  reached  that  place. 

How  mean  an  opinion  must  the  savages  entertain  of  us, 
when  they  find  our  people  so  easily  frightened,  as  it  were 
with  a  shadow,  and  that  the  great  gains  which  are  con- 
stantly reaped  by  this  advantageous  traffic  are  not  sufficient 
to  excite  a  resolution  in  our  traders  to  stand  to  the  defence 
of  this  fortress,  the  loss  of  which  would  determine  that 
trade,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  the  Indians  too,  in  favor  of  our 
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natural  enemies  the  French ;  how  fatal  such  an  event  would 
prove  to  this  colony  in  particular,  and  the  British  interest 
upon  the  Continent  in  general,  may  be  eaaily  foreseen. 

The  pernicious  consequences  which  must  inevitably  flow 
frmn  this  sort  of  demeanor,  I  persuade  myself  you  will 
think  deserving  of  your  serious  attention,  and  that  you  will 
put  this  most  profitable  brandi  of  our  trade  into  su(^  a 
method  for  the  future  as  may  encourage  and  invite  the 
most  distant  nations  to  come  yearly  to  trade  at  that  mart; 
when  by  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature,  matters 
are  so  regulated  for  the  future  that  the  Indians  may  be 
assured  that  not  only  their  occasions  wiU  always  be  plenti- 
fully supplied  there  with  goods,  the  best  in  their  kind,  but 
also  at  the  most  reasonable  rates ;  touching  which  last  arti- 
cle the  Six  Nations  have  made  frequent  complaints;  by 
these  measures  we  shall  establish  such  a  credit  amongst 
our  own  and  the  remotest  Indians  that  it  will  not  be  in  the 
power  of  the  French  to  rival  us  in  that  point. 

I  cannot  but  with  the  greatest  earnestness  recMnmend  it 
to  you,  to  make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  such  pris- 
oners of  War  as  have  already  been,  or  shall  here&fter  be 
brought  into  this  port;  it  is  utterly  improper  they  should, 
contrary  to  all  precedents,  be  suffered  to  go  about  at  large, 
viewing  our  situation  and  fortifications,  a  practice  not 
suffered  by  any  other  country  in  the  time  of  the  profound- 
est  peace;  and  if  they  are  not  to  be  supported  by  the  public, 
it  must  be  expected  that  our  privateers  will,  upon  any  cap- 
tures for  the  future,  discharge  themselves  of  the  incum- 
brance by  putting  them  on  shore  in  some  of  their  own 
dominions;  which  likewise,  contrary  to  all  good  policy,  will 
be  a  strengthening  of  the  enemy  by  setting  those  hands  at 
liberty  to  annoy  us,  which  were  once  in  our  power  effectu- 
ally to  have  restrained ;  and  besides,  that  compassion  which 
is  due  to  our  fellow  subjects  who  may  have  the  misfortune 
to  fall  into  the  enrany's  hands,  should  induce  us  to  secure 
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those  enemies  who  come  within  onr  power,  in  order  to  ex- 
diange  for  our  countrymen,  who  otherwise  mnst  languish 
in  prison  in  the  Enemy's  hands;  if  yon  provide  for  their 
snbsistence,  I  will  take  care  to  distribnte  Ihem  in  the  best 
manner  I  cam' 

By  the  letter  lately  received  from  the  CommiasiMiers  of 
Indian  Affairs  (herewith  also  laid  before  you)  you  will  see 
what  further  information  I  have  received  ocmcerning  the 
French  designs  against  that  important  place  of  Oswego. 
G.  CLINTON." 

With  the  foregoing  message  the  Governor  transmitted  a 
communication  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  an  affidavit  of  George  Swan  a  merchant.  These  papers 
are  not  included  in  the  records. 

August  31.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly: 

"In  my  message  to  yon  of  the  20th  instant,  I  did, 
amongst  other  things,  most  earnestly  reconunend  to  you  to 
make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  such  prisoners  of 
war  as  had  already  been  or  should  thereafter  be  brought 
into  this  port ;  and  laid  before  you  some  arguments  which 
I  thought  would  induce  you  thereto;  and  as  you  have  not 
thought  fit  to  return  me  any  answer  to  that  message,  nor 
it  any  ways  appearing  that  you  have  so  much  as  had  it 
under  your  consideration,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  advise 
with  his  Majesty's  Council  thereon;  who,  on  weighing  the 
reasons  offered  in  that  part  of  the  said  message,  and  fur- 
ther considering  that  it  is  the  constant  practice  of  all 
civilized  nations  to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
Prisoners  of  war,  and  particularly  that  the  Spaniards  do 
allow  theirs  a  royal  a  day,  besides  what  they  can  earn  by 
their  labor;  and  as  on  the  one  hand  it  is  very  unsafe  to 


T  An  act  for  the  defence  of  the  colony,  chap.  TT6,  pused  September  Slst, 
made  proriiiou  for  the  maintenance  of  priaonera  of  war. 
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permit  our  prisoners  to  continue  at  large,  and  on  the  other 
it  may  be  tiionght  cmel  to  commit  them  to  jail  without  a 
certain  snbBistence  provided  for  them,  and  that  any  ill 
treatment  of  our  prisoners  may  occasion  a  retaliation  on 
onr  fellow  sabjects  who  may  have  the  misfortnne  to  fall 
into  the  Enemy's  hands;  have  advised  me  to  send  yoo  a 
second  message  on  this  subject,  to  demand  a  speedy  an- 
swer thereto,  that  I  may  taj^e  sach  measures  as  shall  be 
found  necesaary;  and  I  expect  your  answer  accordingly. 
(See  note  7.) 

G.  CLINTON."  ' 

September  4.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  relative  to  the  defence 
of  Oswego.    (See  note  3.) 

September  6.  The  two  Houses,  joining  in  an  address  to 
the  Governor  in  response  to  the  communication  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  relative  to  Oswego,  ad- 
vised him  that  for 

"the  further  security  of  that  place  against  any  attempts 
of  the  French,  to  order  thither  a  detachment  of  fifty  men, 
of  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Albany,  with  a  sufiBcient  sup- 
ply of  ammunition  and  provisions ;  and  if  the  enemy  should 
attack  that  place,  to  order  sach  a  force  as  your  Excellency 
shall  think  sufficient  to  relieve  it,  and  the  General  Assembly 
assures  your  Excellency  that  they  will  make  good  all  such 
expenses  as  may  arise  for  the  defence  and  security  of  that 
important  place. 

And  we  further  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excdlency,  that 
we  will  cheerfully  contribute  everythmg  in  our  power  for 
the  defence  and  safety  of  this  colony,  and  the  repelling  any 
attempts  of  the  enemy," 

The  Governor  thanked  the  Legislature  for  this  address, 
and  said  he  would  comply  with  its  recommendations  imme- 
diately. 

September  13.  Beplying  to  an  address  from  the  Assem- 
bly requesting  that  Frendi  prisoners  be  sent  out  of  the 
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colony  at  Buch  a  time  and  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Gov- 
ernor might  think  proper,  he  said  he  would  consult  the 
Council  about  sending  away  the  prisoners  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

September  13.  Transmitting  accounts  for  expenses  in- 
eorred  in  connection  with  the  defence  and  fortification  at 
Oswego.  The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  postponing 
consideration  of  these  aooounts  until  the  next  session. 

September  14.  The  Assembly  was  informed  that  its 
address  relative  to  the  French  prisoners  had  been  laid 
before  the  Council,  and  that  the  prisoners  would  be  sent 
away  with  all  convenient  speed. 

September  18.  The  Qovemor  sent  the  following  com- 
munication to  the  Assembly: 

"By  the  last  post  I  received  a  letter  from  Governor 
Shirley,  wherein  he  expresses  himself  that  he  is  sorry  to 
find  the  Assembly's  want  of  attention  to  the  mutual  inter- 
est of  oar  own  and  the  neighboring  colonies,  in  so  essential 
a  point  as  the  settlement  of  a  treaty  with  them  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  war. 

You  may  remember  I  recommended  this  affair  earnestly 
to  you  at  the  opening  of  this  session ;  and  as  it  is  a  matter 
which  must  redound  much  to  the  benefit  of  this  Province, 
I  am  surprised  that  you  have  done  nothing  hitherto  the 
better  to  enable  me  to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat  with 
those  of  the  neighboring  colonies,  touching  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  against  the  subjects  of  the  French  King,  as  well 
offensively  as  defensively. 

I  expect  you  will  take  this  matter  into  your  immediate 
oonsideration,  it  tending  manifestly  to  the  common  benefit 
of  the  British  interest  upon  this  Continent 

G.  CLINTON." 

B^tember  21.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  November. 
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GEORGE  CLINTON,  Goveraor. 

The  Assemblj  had  been  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday 
of  November,  1744,  bat  it  did  not  meet  for  the  transaction 
of  business  nntii  the  12th  of  March,  1745,  when  the  Qav- 
emor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlehen  op  the  Council  and  the  Qengral  Asbeublt. 
— ^At  this  critical  conjuncture  I  flatter  myself  you  are  met 
with  warm  dispositions  to  exert  your  most  vigorous  en- 
deavors in  promoting  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  true 
interest  of  your  country. 

From  the  attempts  made  by  the  French  last  summer 
upon  Annapolis  Boyal,  the  Province  of  the  MasBacbusetts 
Bay,  animated  with  a  becoming  resentment  of  the  indig- 
nity, have  been  meditating  a  design  against  the  French 
settlements  to  prevent  the  like  invasions  for  the  future 
apon  that  or  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  those 
parts,  and  after  a  minute  examination  and  inquiry  into  the 
strength  of  their  forces  and  fortifications  by  persons  well 
acquainted  with  them  both  in  peace  and  war,  the  Legisla- 
tare  of  that  Province  came  to  a  resolution  to  make  an 
attack  upon  them  with  such  land  and  naval  force  as  they 
can  raise  amongst  themselves,  such  of  his  Majesty's  ships 
of  war  as  may  be  had,  and  such  ships  and  land  forces  as 
they  depend  upon  having  added  to  their  streng^  by  assist- 
ance from  the  neighboring  governments  to  act  in  concert 
with  them. 

Upon  this  head  Governor  Shirley  sent  two  of  the  oom- 
missioners  for  that  Province  hither,  and  wrote  to  me  in  the 
most  pressing  terms  to  recommend  it  to  yon  in  the  strong- 
est maimer,  to  oontribute  a  proportional  strengtb  of  land 

1331] 
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and  naval  force  to  join  them  apon  this  important  enter- 
prise, not  doubting  but  we  shonld  be  sensible  how  much  the 
success  of  it  would  redound  to  his  Majesty's  service,  the 
interest  of  the  British  dominions  in  general,  as  well  as  the 
northern  colonies  in  particular. 

For  my  part,  being  convinced  how  manifestly  this  expe- 
dition ia  calculated  for  the  honor  of  his  Majesty  and  the 
interest  of  his  subjects,  I  did  upon  the  occasion  what  has 
been  requested,  and  could  be  expected  from  me  immedi- 
ately, and  what  I  thought  behoved  me  to  do,  with  the  utmost 
dispatch  upon  the  public  faith;  I  have  sent  away  ten  pieces 
of  field  ordnance  to  Boston  with  their  implements,  without 
which  all  other  preparations  must  have  been  frustrated; 
and  I  do  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  use  all 
diligence  in  taking  proper  measures  that  this  Province  may 
bear  its  full  proportion  in  concert  with  their  neighbors  in 
carrying  on  this  important  enterprise,  as  the  consequence 
of  our  suooess  in  it  wonld  in  all  human  probability  be  of 
infinite  advantage  to  this  Province.' 

Oentlbmbn  of  the  General  Asseubly, —  There  were 
some  particulars  I  recommended  to  yon  at  your  last  meet- 
ing which  had  not  so  much  of  your  attention  as  the  import- 
ance of  them  should  have  seemed  to  require. 

It  may  be  very  uncertain  what  time  our  station  ship  will 
be  returned  hither  from  the  West  Indies,  or  what  condition 
it  may  be  in  for  service  when  it  is;  and  till  it  is  arrived 
and  ratted,  our  coast  and  trade  must  be  without  the  neces- 
sary protection.  It  would  therefore  surely  much  become 
us  to  have  a  Province  vessel  of  sufScient  force  at  all  times 
during  the  war,  not  only  to  guard  ourselves,  but  upon  occa- 
sion to  send  to  the  assistance  of  our  neighbors,  from  whom 

1  April  Btb,  the  Aaaetnbly  ftdopfed  *  TMolntion  to  ■pproprlato  three  ihon- 
Mnd  potmdB  for  the  usfBtance  of  Maaaachneettj  in  the  expediUon  against  Cape 
Breton.  An  act,  chap.  792,  waa  passed  at  the  next  MWioii,  Jul;  S,  1T46,  which 
appropriated  Ave  thousand  ponnda  to  aid  Muiachtuetta  in  ii»  Cape  BratM 
axpeditiML 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Geoboe  Clinton,  1745.  333 

we  might  with  reason  expect  the  like  good  office.  To  onr 
discredit,  other  coIoiiieB  which  are  none  of  them  better  able 
to  support  that  espense  and  perhaps  have  less  at  risk,  have 
not  gmdged  the  cost  of  taking  that  prudent  measure  la  pro- 
viding for  their  own  security;  I  cannot  but  think  it  an 
article  worthy  of  your  immediate  care.' 

The  necessity  of  an  agent  at  the  court  of  Oreat  Britain 
may  now  be  more  apparent  to  you  from  a  late  instance  in 
a  clause  in  a  bill  said  to  have  been  brought  into  Parliament 
concerning  the  paper  currency  in  these  colonies,  of  which, 
however,  you  had  not,  nor  indeed  could  you  expect  any 
direct  notice  or  information.  For  want  of  such  an  officer, 
how  can  the  affairs  of  this  government  be  properly  nego- 
tiatedT  This  I  have  several  timea  recommended  to  you, 
but  hitherto  without  effect. 

The  frequent  representations  made  to  me  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  absolute  necessity  there 
is  for  building  two  more  forts  upon  our  frontiers  in  proper 
and  convenient  places  to  be  assigned,  prevail  with  me  to 
renew  my  instances  with  yon  to  come  to  speedy  resolutions 
to  make  effectual  provision  for  that  service,  that  Hiey  may 
be  erected  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 

The  advantages,  of  course,  arising  from  the  building  of 
such  fortresses  are  the  great  protection  they  must  afford 
to  our  out  settlements,  would  in  great  measure  pacify  and 
quiet  those  people  in  their  possessions ;  it  would  draw  more 
Christians  to  reside  iu  greater  bodies  amongst  the  Indians 
upon  oar  frontiers,  and  thereby  add  strength  to  them  and 
ourselves ;  and  it  wonld  be  the  most  likely  means  that  can 
be  thought  on  effectually  to  retain  the  Six  Nations  in  their 

■  Following  the  rasotntion  of  the  Aaaembly  that  it  would  not  be  practlc*bte 
ta  build  at  once  the  veuel  proptwed  hy  the  Qcremor,  an  act,  chap.  78S,  waa  , 
passed  Uaj  I4th,  to  "  allow  a  premium  to  such  privateers  as  shall  during  the 
present  war  take  or  destroy  any  enemj'a  privateer  between  "  Cape  Henlopen 
and  the  east  end  of  Nasaan  (Long)  Island  and  north  of  the  thirt^-ei^th 
d^rae  of  latitndie. 
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fidelity  to  the  British  interest;  on  the  contrary,  for  want 
of  such  a  countenance,  the  Indians  grow  cool  and  indiffer- 
ent towards  us,  as  we  seem  remiss  and  careless  of  their 
security ;  and  if  we  are  longer  without  such  places  of  refuge 
for  a  retreat  in  case  of  any  incursions  into  the  country  by 
the  French  or  their  Indians,  many  Christian  families  will 
be  obliged  to  desert  their  possessions,  abandon  the  profits 
of  many  years  hard  labor,  and  be  forced  to  bej^ary  and 
want,  a  more  deplorable  case,  and  must  draw  after  it  a 
train  of  evils  which  may  be  ahnost  as  easily  prevented  as 
foreseen.  How  expedient  it  is  to  have  such  fortifications 
may  more  evidently  appear  by  the  commissioners'  letters 
which  I  shall  lay  before  you. 

Daring  the  war  with  the  French,  it  will  be  proper  to  have 
more  frequent  interviews  with  the  Indians,  and  that  you 
make  provision  for  that  purpose. 

Provision  should  likewise  be  made  for  the  charges  of 
sending  up  the  fifty  men  of  the  militia  to  Oswego,  their 
victualling  and  subsistence,  for  the  time  past  and  to  come, 
for  it  is  necessary  they  should  be  continued  or  relieved  by 
a  like  or  perhaps  a  greater  number.  Also,  care  should  be 
taken  to  defray  the  expense  of  sending  thither  a  reinforce- 
ment of  the  King's  troops  last  fall,  and  their  victualling, 
and  for  the  reparations  and  improvements  made  at  that 
fortress  according  to  my  directions  last  summer,  concern- 
ing all  which  particular  accounts  shall  be  laid  before  you.' 

It  is  of  very  great  concemment  to  the  public  affairs  of 
this  Province  that  a  liberal  sum  should  be  set  apart  to 
answer  all  contingencies  and  extraordinary  services  of  the 
government  at  all  times,  but  it  is  most  essentially  necessary 
during  the  war,  and  therefore,  I  cannot  but  repeat  my 
former  recommendations  of  this  particular  with  still 
greater  earnestness. 

I  sent  away  the  French  prisoners  to  St.  Domingo  with 
flags  of  truce  as  soon  as  I  could  get  vessels  to  take  them 


STb«  Asaembly,  April  SUi,  adopted  resolntioiu  providing  for  tke  defence  of 
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off.  The  acccnmts  of  the  money  expended  on  that  occasion 
and  for  their  maintainance  whilst  here  shall  be  laid  before 
yon,  by  which  you  will  find  that  what  was  provided  at  the 
last  meeting  for  the  support  of  the  prisoners  is  near  ex- 
hausted. It  is  necessary  a  further  supply  should  now  be 
raised  to  answer  the  like  occasions  as  it  may  be  expected 
that  more  will  daily  be  brought  into  this  port  upon  future 
captures  to  be  condemned  bere. 

I  must  renew  my  reconmiendation  also  for  your  raising 
supplies  effectually  to  enable  me  to  appoint  commissionere 
for  this  Province  to  treat  with  those  of  the  Massachusetts 
and  other  neighboring  governments  (who  have  or  shall 
appoint  such)  touching  our  joint  conduct  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  War  against  the  French  in  these  parts,  as  well 
oflfensively  as  defensively.  The  advantages  that  must  most 
probably  arise  from  a  good  understanding,  harmony  and 
union  of  councils  between  his  Majesty's  respective  colonies 
on  this  continent  in  maintainance  of  the  common  cause  are 
too  obvious  to  need  a  particular  enmneration,  were  it  pru< 
dent  upon  the  present  occasion  to  point  them  out.  Could 
the  House  have  been  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  such  a 
measure  and  made  suitable  provision  to  that  end  at  their 
last  meeting,  'tis  scarce  to  be  doubted  but  other  colonies 
would  have  followed  the  example  and  been  sensible  how 
just  and  equitable  it  is  for  them  to  bear  a  proportional 
share  of  that  burthen  which  this  Province  does  alone  sus- 
tain by  renewing  of  treaties  with  the  Six  Nations,  and 
maintaining  and  erecting  forts  upon  our  frontiers  (which 
at  the  same  time  should  be  considered  as  a  barrier  to  their 
own  countries)  and  of  such  others  as  are  at  this  time 
thought  proper  and  necessary  to  be  erected,  although  we 
may  be  said  to  be  more  immediately  concerned  in  such  a 
defence  and  security  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
having  that  intercourse  with  those  Indians,  in  their  own 
countries  which  we  find  by  experience  they  too  frequently 
have  as  well  in  peace  as  war,  and  as  a  means  to  deter  them 
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from  makmg  any  attacks  upon  oar  out-settlements;  bnt  as 
the  case  is  at  present,  it  most  highly  behoves  ns  at  all  ad- 
ventures to  provide  immediately  for  our  own  security  be- 
fore it  is  too  late. 

However,  I  cannot  but  observe  ta  you  how  agreeable  it 
seems  to  be  to  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty,  as  well  as  bis 
royal  predecessors,  that  the  several  colonies  upon  this  con- 
tinent should  upoD  all  occasions  unite  their  force  and  coun- 
cils in  the  common  cause,  which  I  collect  from  several  royal 
instructions  to  me  directing  the  quota  or  proportion  of  the 
respective  governments,  as  well  of  money  as  men  to  be 
provided  upon  emergencies  at  all  times,  and  to  be  employed 
conjunctly  in  the  maintenance  and  defence  of  each  other 
as  occasion  may  require;  which  instructions  have  been 
given  and  continued  down  as  standing  rules  to  the  Q-oT< 
emors  for  the  time  being,  of  this,  and  no  doubt  of  all  the 
other  colonies  from  the  late  glorious  revolution;  and  not 
only  BO,  but  consonant  to>  these  establisbed  directions,  bis 
Majesty's  pleasure  was  signified  to  me  upon  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  with  France  (as  I  have  before  in  part 
intimated  to  you)  that  I  should  immediately  put  the  Prov- 
ince into  a  posture  of  defence,  and  have  the  forces  here  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  be  able  not  only  to  repel  the  Frendi 
forces  if  they  should  attack  us,  but  likewise  if  it  should 
become  necessary  to  attack  them. 

Attempts,  as  I  observed  before,  have  already  been  made 
by  the  French  upon  Annapolis,  which  probably  wonld  have 
fatally  succeeded  had  not  succours  been  seasonably  sent  to 
their  assistance  from  time  to  time  by  the  government  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  as  they  could  raise  them;  and  it 
might  be  expected  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  would  be  re- 
newed the  ensuing  summer,  were  not  the  present  armament 
set  on  foot ;  and  though  Nova  Scotia,  New  Hampshire  and 
the  Massachnsetts  colonies  are  the  nearest  neighbors  to  the 
French  settlements,  yet  what  fatal  consequences  must  ensue 
to  this  Province  in  particular,  should  those  colonies  be 
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reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  French  t    Most  not  ve  of 
course  expect  to  become  a  prey-  likewise  T 

Gbnti-bmbn. —  The  many  weighty  affairs  now  laid  before 
you  which  require  immediate  supplies  have  obliged  me  to 
have  this  Beasioit  thus  early ;  I  have  done  my  duty  in  point- 
ing them  out  to  you,  and  recommending  them  to  your  seri- 
oas  consideration;  do  you  your'e  by  making  such  ample 
provision  for  them,  and  with  sach  eheerfolness  and  dis- 
patch as  may  effectually  recommend  you  to  his  Majesty's 
grace  and  favor  and  secure  to  you  the  good  opinion  and 
esteem  of  the  people  you  represent 

Obntlehen  of  the  Council  and  the  Qenebal  Asseublt. 
— What  further  I  have  to  recommend  to  you  at  this  time 
is  unanimity  and  dispatch;  let  your  duty  to  his  Majesty 
and  zeal  for  his  service  and  the  interest  and  security  of 
your  country  become  eminently  conspicuous  by  your  actions 
in  the  conduct  of  the  important  business  before  you. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Uarch  13.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

March  14.  Eeplying  to  the  Assembly's  request  for  in- 
formation concerning  an  undertakiag  intended  to  be  made 
by  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,  and  for  a  copy  of  the 
instructions  referred  to  in  the  opening  speech,  the  Gov- 
ernor transmitted  papers  relating  to  the  proposed  expedi- 
tion, and  also  a  copy  of  the  royal  instructions  concerning 
a  proportion  of  men  or  money  to  be  provided  by  this  gov- 
ernment, to  be  applied  in  aid  of  any  neighboring  planta- 
tions, in  case  of  an  invasion.  The  Governor  further  said : 
"  It  will  be  proper  to  consider  that  this  instruction  was 
first  given  by  his  late  Majesty  King  William  III,  and  has 
continued  down  to  this  time;  and  that  the  rircumstances  of 
this  colony  being  greatly  improved  since  that  time,  both  with 
respect  to  number  of  inhabitants,  and  th^  abilities,  a  pro- 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


338  Messages  fbom  the  Qovebnob. 

portion  therefore,  either  of  men  or  money,  upon  the  present 
occasion  should  be  calculated  accordingly."    (See  note  1.) 

March  18.  Transmitting  several  papers  relating  to 
Oswego  and  Indian  affairs. 

March  20.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  -the  Commission- 
era  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany. 

March  21.  Transmitting  estimates  relating  to  certain 
fortifications. 

March  21.  The  Assembly  proposed  an  adjoarmnent 
until  the  25th,  because  of  an  election  to  be  held  in  New 
York  the  next  day,  and  also  because  of  a  desire  to  join  the 
Governor  in  taking  a  view  of  Whitehall  Battery.  The 
Governor  consented  to  the  adjonrmnent,  and  said  he  would 
inform  the  Assembly  of  the  time  he  intended  to  be  at  the 
battery. 

March  28.  Transmitting  an  extract  of  a  letter  received 
from  Lieutenant  Walter  Butler  at  Oswego,  and  also  a  copy 
of  a  letter  dated  at  Frederica  received  by  the  Governor 
from  Captain  William  Horton,  commanding  <rfScer  of  Gen- 
eral Oglethorph's  regiment. 

March  29.  Transmitting  estimates  of  amounts  needed 
for  repairs  to  the  forts  at  Albany  and  Schenectady  and  at 
Port  William. 

March  29.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly: 

"  Upon  observing  in  the  minutes  of  your  House,  of  the 
17th  instant,  an  opinion  that  half  the  number  of  the  militia 
now  in  garrison  at  Oswego  in  aid  of  the  King's  troops 
wonld  be  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  that  important 
fortress  during  the  ensning  summer,  and  that  opinion, 
seemingly  fonnded  on  an  expectation  of  the  additional 
strength  and  assistance  the  traders  wonld  be  of,  in  case  the 
enemy  should  make  an  attack  there;  hereupon  I  laid  before 
yon,  by  my  secretary,  such  intelligence,  as  I  had  just  re- 
ceived of  the  designs  of  tiie  enemy  concerning  it,  by  Letters 
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from  the  commanding  ofScer  there,  and  from  Frederica; 
from  which  I  imagined  the  House  wonld  have  heen  cod- 
vinoed,  rather  of  the  necessity  of  sending  thither  a  rein- 
forcement, than  of  diminishing  that  garrison;  however,  I 
soon  after  received  your  message  to  the  purpose  above. 

I  have  therefore  advised  with  his  Majesty's  Councal  upon 
this  particular,  who  agree  in  sentiments,  that  that  fortress 
ought  to  be  preserved  at  all  adventures ;  and  that  no  part 
of  that  garrison  ought  to  be  diminished;  that  no  depend- 
ence is  in  reason  to  be  had  upon  any  assistance  which  the 
traders  ought  to  contribute  towards  the  preservation  of 
that  place,  may  be  collected  from  their  precipitate  retreat 
thence  upon  the  rumor  of  the  French  War. 

I  have  already  ordered  provisions  to  be  sent  up  for  the 
fifty  militia  now  there  for  the  summer  season,  with  intent 
that  they  should  be  relieved  in  August  or  September,  by  a 
like  or  lesser  number,  according  as  the  circumstances  of 
affairs  may  require. 

My  duty  to  his  Majesty  and  concern  for  the  interest  and 
security  of  the  Province,  will  not  suffer  me  to  coiwent  to 
any  thing  which  can  hazard  the  loss  of  that  place.  And  I 
must  earnestly  press  it  upon  you  seriously  to  consider, 
whether  it  is  not  incumbent  on  you  at  this  critical  conjunc- 
ture, to  make  suitable  provision  for  its  security ;  and  that 
you  calmly  deliberate  upon  the  importance  of  that  House 
and  the  fatal  consequences  which  may  ensue  to  the  Prov- 
ince from  the  least  neglect  of  it  at  this  time  of  eminent 
danger. 

G.  CLINTON." 

March  29.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  would  be 
at  Whitehall  battery  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

April  4.  Becommending  an  additional  appropriation 
for  the  erection  of  the  Governor's  house,  "  and  likewise  for 
building  the  stables  and  making  new  fences  round  the  gar- 
den, and  other  parts  of  the  Fort." 

April  17.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
both  Honses: 
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"  Since  the  adjournment  of  your  House  I  have  received 
authentic  advice  of  the  arrival  of  a  considerable  French 
armament  at  Martinique,  viz.  seven  sail  of  ships  of  war; 
two  of  74  guns ;  two  of  64;  two  of  56,  and  a  frigate  of  36 
guns,  with  upwards  of  twenty  Bail  of  transports,  and  three 
thousand  six  hundred  troops,  with  intent  to  make  attempts 
upon  some  of  the  British  dominions  in  South  America;  but 
as  a  report  of  the  present  expedition  against  Cape  Breton 
is  generally  spread  in  the  "West  Indies,  it  is  very  probable 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  those  forces  has,  ere  now,  got 
intelligence  of  that  design;  and  it  may  be  reasonably  appre- 
hended, he  will  thereby  be  diverted  from  bis  original  inten- 
tion into  these  parts. 

When  you  have  duly  considered  what  are  most  likely  to 
be  the  consequences  of  such  an  event,  I  hope  you  will  be 
animated  to  a  conduct  suitable  to  the  importance  of  such  an 
expedition;  not  only  by  making  sufficient  provision  for 
uniting  with  your  neighbors  in  the  common  cause  in  gen- 
eral, (that  we  may  with  the  better  grace  call  in  their  aid 
should  there  be  occasion)  but  also,  particularly  for  putting 
this  Province  into  the  best  posture  of  defence;  and  that 
this  city  may,  with  all  possible  dispatdi,  be  at  least  as  well 
fortified  as  at  any  time  heretofore,  by  setting  stockadoes 
round  it,  and  erecting  block  houses  and  batteries,  at  proper 
and  convenient  distances,  along  the  wharfs  on  each  river, 
that  we  may  thereby  be  enabled  to  give  the  enemy  so  warm 
a  reception,  in  case  they  should  attack  us,  as  may  render 
their  efforts  vain  and  ineffectual. 

G.  CLINTON." 

April  20.  Transmitting  papers  the  contents  of  which 
are  not  disclosed  by  the  records. 

April  22.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  to  the  Governor,  containing  '*  directions 
that  are  given  to  Commodore  "Warren  for  the  protection 
and  service  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  North  America." 
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April  30.  Transmitting  communications  frtHU  the  Com- 
nuBsioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany. 

May  7.  Transmitting  information  received  from  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  of  Massachnsetts,  showing  jealousies  con- 
cerning the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  "  as  it  is  said  they  have 
not  hunted  or  planted,  and  that  the  Ciuefs  of  them  are 
going  to  wait  on  the  G-ovemor  of  Canada,"  and  also  show- 
ing what  Ot>vemor  Shirley  had  done  and  proposed  on  that 
subject 

May  9.  Transmitting  an  account  of  expenditures  for 
presents  made  by  the  Governor  to  the  Wapingo  and  High- 
land Indians  at  an  interview  held  with  them  at  New  York, 
May,  1745. 

May  14.  After  the  publication  of  certala  laws  the  Gov- 
ernor addressed  the  Assembly  as  follows : 

"  In  my  speech  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  I  recom- 
mended to  you  many  particulars  which  I  thought  of  abso- 
lute necessity  to  be  immediately  provided  for;  and  have 
since,  by  several  messages  and  papers  sent  you  from  time 
to  time  as  occasion  offered,  renewed  my  instances  as  to 
several  of  them,  in  order  to  excite  yon  to  a  conduct  worthy 
of  their  importance;  and  since  it  seems  by  the  minutes  of 
your  proceedings  as  if  you  were  coming  to  a  conclusioD, 
and  that  yon  have  done  the  utmost  that  there  is  any  proba- 
bility you  will  do,  I  can  no  longer  forbear  expressing  my 
Bentiraents  of  your  conduct. 

After  the  disrepect  shown  by  omitting  to  give  an  answer 
to  my  speech,  I  was  apprehensive  I  could  expect  but  little 
regard  to  be  paid  to  what  I  had  said;  though  I  proposed 
nothing  but  what  immediately  related  to  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  interest  and  security  of  the  Province. 

The  protection  of  our  frontiers  in  the  county  of  Albany 
was  what  I  could  not  doubt  every  one  had  much  at  heart 
that  had  considered  the  consequence  of  them,  and  would  be 
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of  opinion  that  suitable  proviBion  ought  of  necessity  to  be 
made  to  that  end  with  the  ntmost  dispatch ;  therefore,  not 
80  mach  regarding  ceremony  (however  requisite  and  de- 
cent) as  matters  more  substantial,  I  have  withheld  from 
yoQ  nothing  which  might  enlighten  you  in  that  respect, 
especially  touching  the  late  commotions  amongst  our  In- 
dians and  the  intrigues  of  the  enemy  carrying  on  amongst 
them. 

I  have  signified  to  you,  over  and  over  again,  that  it  is 
proper  in  time  of  war  that  I  should  have  more  frequent 
interviews  with  the  Sis  Nations  {which  even  in  time  of 
Peace  have  been  usual  every  other  year)  in  order  to  renew 
the  treaties  with  them;  and  there  is  no  other  way  of  doing 
it  to  purpose  (as  I  conceive)  than  by  making  them  presents, 
and  such  at  this  time  as  may  be  sufficient  to  allay  their 
present  disquietudes,  and  preserve  them  in  good  temper, 
firm  and  steady  to  the  British  interest;  what  regard  has 
been  paid  to  my  importunities  on  this  head  may  be  col- 
lected from  not  making  provision  for  it,  nor  are  (it  seems) 
the  erecting  forts  or  blockhouses,  or  the  maintenance  of 
scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  in  those  parts, 
matters  of  weight  in  your  estimation;  and  therefore, 
through  your  carelessness  and  improvidence,  we  must 
hazard  the  seduction  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  our  northern 
frontiers  for  the  present  remain  naked  and  open  to  the 
incursions  and  insults  of  our  declared  enemies,  and  their 
Indians ;  our  Christian  outsettlers  must  either  desert  their 
plantations  and  retire  to  beggary  and  want,  or  continue 
daily  exposed  to  their  merciless  barbarity;  a  most  cruel 
necessity ;  this  I  have  intimated  to  you  was  most  likely  to 
be  the  consequence  if  proper  and  seasonable  care  were  not 
taken  to  prevent  it 

That  many  of  the  Christians  settled  towards  our  frontiers 
northward  from  Albany  have  been  much  alarmed  at  the 
late  suspicious  behavior  of  our  Indians,  and  are  very  ap- 
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prehensive  of  great  danger  in  their  presoit  Bitnation, 
appears  by  a  petition  to  me  signed  by  great  nmnbers  of 
them;  whidi  (by  advioe  of  his  Majesty's  Council)  I  laid 
before  you  the  10th  instant;  and  with  what  contempt  you 
treated  the  earnest  entreaties  of  the  petitioners,  and  how 
indecent  your  conduct  was  towards  me  upon  that  occasion, 
every  one  may  judge  from  your  returning  it  by  your  clerk 
to  my  secretary  without  further  ceremony,  and  your  re- 
solving to  take  no  notice  of  it  in  the  minutes  of  that  day. 

For  my  part,  I  could  almost  at  Uiis  critical  conjuncture 
bave  forborne  (as  I  have  on  other  occasions)  showing  my 
resentment  of  the  personal  incivilities  yon  have  offered  me 
(if  they  rested  there)  could  I  from  your  general  behavior 
have  entertained  the  least  hopes  of  awakening  you  to  a  due 
sense  of  duty  to  his  Majesty,  or  the  people  you  represent; 
,  but  upon  looking  back  into  your  proceedings,  I  find  you 
have  treated  his  Majesty's  orders  to  me,  signified  by  letters 
from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  not  only  with  as 
much  indifference  (for  they  produced  no  proper  effect  from 
you)  but  have  misrepresented  the  contents  of  them;  for  bo 
far  is  that  letter  from  containing  orders  to  Commodore 
Warren,  that  after  taking  notice  in  general  of  the  nature 
of  the  service  that  gentleman  is  upon,  his  Majesty's  pleas- 
ure is  thereby  signified  to  me  that  if  Mr.  Warren  shall 
apply  to  me  for  assistance,  either  of  men,  provisions  or 
shipping,  I  should  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  him  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  that  yon  might  enable  me  at 
all  events  to  answer  his  Majesty's  commands  in  such  case 
was  the  very  reason  (as  any  one  might  conclude)  that  in- 
duced me  to  lay  that  letter  before  you ;  but,  as  if  you  was 
conscious  your  conduct  is  deserving  of  reproach,  you  either 
wholly  suppress,  or  misrepresent,  what  are  ingredients  in 
your  proceedings,  which  your  constituents  have  a  right  not 
only  to  be  informed  of,  but  to  remark  upon. 

And   (declining  to  be  more  explicit  upon  matters  of 
greater  concernment)  you  have  neglected  to  make  pro- 
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vision  for  the  maintenaace  of  such  prisoners  of  war  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  brought  into  this  port,  or  for  the 
transporting  them  hence ;  when  at  this  very  time  there  is  a 
nnmber  of  them  in  the  harbor,  which  will  fall  upon  our 
hands,  shoTild  the  vessel  lately  brought  in  be  condemned 
as  prize. 

Nor  have  you  provided  for  the  reimbursing  money,  ad- 
vanced upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  government,  for 
repairs  done  at  the  garrison  of  Oswego,  upon  the  breaking 
out  of  the  French  war,  pursuant  to  my  directions  given  last 
summer  by  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Coundl;  which  I  recom- 
mended to  you  to  be  provided  for  last  fall ;  nor  for  the  pay- 
ing what  is  due  for  famishing  Lieut.  Butler  with  neces- 
saries for  his  passage  to  Oswego  last  fall  by  direction  of 
the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Aifairs,  pursuant  to  my 
orders  given  likewise  by  the  advice  of  the  Coundl ;  concern- 
ing both  which  articles,  accoonts  have  long  since  been  laid 
before  you;  but  you  have  adventured  to  take  upon  you  the 
assignment  of  the  places  for  erecting  batteries  within  this 
City,  to  direct  the  number  of  guns  to  be  placed  upon  them, 
and  to  order  the  issuing  out  the  gtm  powder  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  public  without  consulting  me  in  either  re- 
spect; which  in  effect  is  assuming  the  administration  of  the 
government,  and  wresting  his  Majesty's  authority  out  of 
the  hands  of  his  Governor.  Thus  from  an  invincible  nn- 
towardness  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  inordinate  thirst  of 
power  on  the  other,  you  are  become,  as  it  were,  a  dead 
weight  against  the  other  branches  of  the  Le^slatare. 

You  have  protracted  this  session  to  a  most  unreasonable 
length,  for  anything  that  is  done  for  the  advancranent  of 
his  Majesty's  honor  and  service,  or  the  credit,  interest  or 
security  of  the  Province  or  People  you  represent. 

I  am  therefore  constrained  to  put  an  end  to  this  session 
by  your  dissolution;  and  yon  are  accordingly  dissolved. 
G.  CLINTON." 

May  14.    The  Assembly  was  dissolved. 
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GEORGE  CUNTON,  Goremor. 

The  ABsembly  met  June  25,  ptirsiumt  to  the  writs  of 
election,  and  on  the  same  day  the  OoTemor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

GSNILEKIiN  OF  THE  CoUHCIL  AND  THE  OeNBHAL  AsSEMBI^T. 

— Soon  after  my  arrival  here  his  Majesty's  pleasure  was 
signified  to  me  that  I  shonld  employ  the  most  effectoal 
means  for  putting  this  Province  into  the  best  posture  of 
defence  tiiat  should  be  possible,  and  he  constantly  upon 
my  guard  against  any  surprise  from  any  quarter  whatever; 
and  upon  the  commencement  of  the  French  war  I  received 
his  Majesty's  commands  that  I  shonld  immediately  put  the 
Province  into  a  posture  of  defence,  and  have  the  forces 
here  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  able  not  only  to  repel  the 
French  forces  if  they  should  attack  us,  but  likewise  if  it 
should  become  necesBary  to  attack  them. 

In  order  to  put  the  Province  into  a  proper  posture  of 
defence,  it  is  necessary  that  such  other  fortifications  be 
erected  about  this  city  with  all  possible  dispatch  as  may  be 
BufBcient  to  enable  us  to  repel  any  force  that  may  attack 
OS  on  this  quarter.  For  this  purpose,  a  strong  battery  of 
twenty  guns  at  the  East  end  of  the  town,  in  the  harbor,  and 
some  other  batteries  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  shonld  be 
forthwith  erected;  of  which  I  will  direct  plans  to  be  laid 
before  yon.  'Tis  worth  considering  whether  as  matters 
are  now  circumstanced,  Qds  city  may  not  probably  share  a 
considerable  part  of  the  war.* 


1  Aw  Mt,  ehttp.  793,  for  tbe  defence  of  the  colony  was  paaied  Jnlj  0,  1745. 
An  act,  chap.  817,  waa  alio  paswd,  February  27,  1746,  authoridng  ■  public 
lottorj  to  raiM  three  tboneand  three  hundred  ievMity-STB  poniid*  to  be  used 
in  fortifying  tbe  citj  of  New  York. 

[346] 
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All  dne  attention  should  be  given  with  regard  to  the 
effectual  security  of  oar  northern  frontiers.'  To  answer 
this  end,  two  strong  forts  should  be  built  in  our  Indian 
countries  in  convenient  places  to  be  assigned;  a  sufficient 
number  of  out-scouts  should  be  constantly  kept  on  foot  to 
watch  and  ^ve  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy  ^ 
and  above  all,  there  should  be  the  utmost  care  and  the  most 
prudent  steps  taken  to  put  our  Indians  into  perfect  good 
temper,  that  they  may  preserve  their  dependence  on  the 
British  interest  and  confirm  them  in  their  fidelity  to  his 
Majesty,  which  through  the  artifices  and  intrigues  of  a 
subtle  enemy,  'tis  to  be  suspected,  is  at  this  time  somewhat 
shaken.^  My  duty  to  his  Majesty  and  regard  for  the  people 
under  mj  government  oblige  me  to  press  these  things  most 
earnestly  upon  you. 

As  an  expedition  has  been  set  on  foot  by  the  government 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  against  Cape  Breton,  and  is  now 
carrying  on  in  conjunction  with  a  proportion  of  men  and 
shipping  from  the  neighboring  colonies,  with  the  entire  ap- 
probation of  his  Majesty,  and  under  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  bis  royal  fleet,  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated  in  January  last, 
wherein  it  is  intimated  that  his  Majesty  having  thought  it 
necessary  for  the  security  of  the  colonies  in  North  Amer- 
ica, and  particularly  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  {which 
had  been  [then]  already  invaded  by  the  French,  and  upon 
which  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  they  would  early 
in  the  spring  renew  their  attempts  by  the  attack  of  An- 

3  ^e  subject  of  the  defence  of  the  northern  frontiert  wsa  considered  at  the 
next  session.    See  chap.  S26,  Maf  3,  1740,  pott,  p.  368,  aote  1. 

t  An  KCt,  chap.  813,  pused  November  29,  1T4S,  making  an  appropriation  for 
the  service  of  the  colun;,  authorized  the  expenditure  of  four  hundred  pounds 
for  outaeouta. 

*  An  act,  cii&p.  806,  passed  November  29,  1746,  for  the  payment  of  "  salaries, 
services  and  contingencies,"  placed  two  hundred  fifty  pounds  at  the  diipoflal 
of  the  CommisBionere  of  Indian  AfToirs,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  friendship  of  the  Indiana.  Several  etatutCB  contained  small  appropriationa- 
intended  to  be  used  in  conciliating  the  Indians. 
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napoIis-Boyal)  to  employ  ench  a  strength  of  ships  of  war 
in  those  seas  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Warren  as 
might  be  snfKcieut  to  protect  the  said  Province  and  the 
other  neighboring  colonies  in  North  America,  and  the  trade 
and  fishery  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  those  parts;  and 
might  also,  as  occasion  shonld  offer,  attack  and  distress  the 
enemy  in  their  settlements,  and  annoy  their  fishery  and 
commerce.  His  Grace  had  his  Majesty's  commands  to  sig- 
nify to  me  his  pleasure  that  if  Mr.  Warren  should  apply  to 
me  for  assistance,  either  of  men,  provisions  or  shipping, 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  either  to  the  relief  or  succor  of 
Annapolis  Royal,  or  of  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  forts  or 
settlements,  or  for  making  any  attempts  upon  the  enemy, 
I  should  in  all  such  cases  be  aiding  and  assisting  him  in  the 
most  effectual  manner. 

Governor  Shirley,  upon  communicating  to  me  in  January 
last  a  scheme  for  the  attack  of  the  town  and  fortress  of 
Lonisburgh,  wrote  to  me  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  use 
my  best  endeavors  that  this  Province  should  furnish  their 
full  quota  or  proportion  of  men  and  shipping  to  join  them 
in  this  important  enterprise,  not  doubting  but  we  should  be 
sensible  how  agreeable  such  a  conduct  would  be  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  royal  instructions  concerning  such  like  cases, 
and  how  much  the  success  of  this  expedition  would  advance 
his  Majesty's  service,  the  interest  of  the  British  dominions 
in  general,  and  of  all  the  northern  colonies  in  particular. 

How  far  divine  Providence  has  already  favored  this 
undertaking  we  may  judge  from  the  success  of  it  hitherto; 
the  New  England  forces  immediately  after  landing  upon 
the  island,  having  taken  possession  of  the  most  consider- 
able battery,  which  at  their  approach  was  deserted  by  the 
enemy  with  precipitation,  and  one  of  their  sixty-four  gun 
ships  with  succour  bound  for  the  port  of  Louisbourgh  hav- 
ing been  taken  by  some  of  his  Majesty's  fleet,  and  all  com- 
mnnication  with  the  town  cut  off  both  by  sea  and  land. 
These  are  such  earnests  as  give  us  encouragement  to  hope 
for  a  speedy  reduction  of  that  place,  but  more  especially  if 
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we  should  afford  them  that  aid  and  assistance  whidi  may 
most  reasonably  be  expected  from  as,  and  since  matters  are 
brought  to  this  crisis,  I  now  persaade  myself  we  shall  not 
longer  sit  still  as  mtconcemed  spectators,  nor  be  content 
that  the  neighboring  colonies  alone  recommend  themselves 
to  the  favor  of  their  royal  master  by  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  a  matter  of  so  great  consequence  to  ns,  and  which 
his  Majesty  has  thonght  fit  to  espouse,  nor  let  them,  unas- 
sisted by  ns,  reap  the  glory  of  a  conquest  so  considerable, 
and  it  be  said  they  have  in  vain  solicited  us  to  become  par- 
takers with  them. 

I  have  very  lately  received  letters  from  Mr.  Shirley  and 
Mr.  Warren  on  this  head,  in  pursuance  of  that  from  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  last  mentioned,  wherein  they 
are  very  importunate  with  me  ia  their  application  for  the 
assistance  of  this  government  in  the  immediate  raising 
some  troops  for  supporting  this  expedition,  and  sudi  a 
number  of  seamen  in  order  to  man  the  French  ship  (in- 
tended also  to  be  employed  in  this  service)  and  such  quan- 
tity of  provisions  as  we  can  procure,  to  be  sent  them  to 
Cape  Breton,  with  the  greatest  dispatch,  that  they  may  be 
enabled  to  withstand  any  force  the  enemy  may  send  to  the 
relief  of  that  garrison. 

These  are  matters  of  such  high  concernment  to  ns,  that  I 
cannot  but  recommend  them  with  the  utmost  earnestness, 
and  I  rely  apon  your  immediate  concurrence  in  such  meas- 
ures as  may  answer  his  Majesty's  just  expectations,  signi- 
fied by  the  royal  orders  now  laid  before  you.  I  am  deter- 
mined nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  either  respect,  on  my 
part;  for  advancing  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  credit 
and  interest  of  the  Province. 

But,  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly,  without  your 
effectual  aid  all  my  purposes  can  avail  but  little,  and  there- 
fore I  doubt  not  but  the  same  dutiful  dispositions  which 
have  at  all  times  distinguished  the  people  of  this  Province 
for  their  loyalty  to  the  Crown  will  prompt  you  to  use  all 
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proper  and  necessary  means  to  raise  such  snpplies  as  Toaj 
be  amply  sufficient  to  answer  the  pr^ent  exigencies." 

I  have  some  accounts  and  particulars  of  disbursanenis 
for  the  public  sei^ce  to  lay  before  yon,  for  the  discharge 
whereof  'tis  proper  and  just  provision  should  be  made. 

Gentlbuen. — I  am  sensible  the  season  of  the  year  re- 
quires yoor  attendance  upon  yonr  private  affairs ;  dispatch 
therefore  in  the  weighty  business  before  you  becomes  still 
the  more  necessary  that  yon  may  soon  have  a  recess,  and 
not  be  long  detained  here  to  your  greater  inconvenience. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbnbbal  Assebiblt. — 
What  I  have  now  recommended  requires  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary attention,  and  considering  the  great  importance  of  it, 
it  is  incumbent  on  every  one  who  has  the  public  weal  sin- 
cerely at  heart,  the  more  earnestly  to  endeavor  to  cultivate 
that  harmony  and  good  understanding  which  ought  to  sub- 
sist between  the  several  branches  of  the  legislature;  and 
as  the  eyes  of  our  neighbors  are  intent  upon  us  impatiently 
awaiting  the  result  of  your  deliberations,  I  flatter  myself 
the  issue  of  this  session  will  redound  to  the  advantage  of 
the  common  cause,  his  Majesty's  service  in  general,  and 
the  honor,  credit  and  lasting  interest  of  the  Province  in 
particular. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  26.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

June  27.  Renewing  the  recommendation  made  at  the 
previous  session  for  an  additional  appropriation  to  com- 
plete the  Governor's  house.*  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  urging  that  the  colony 

■  An  act,  ch&p.  792,  pftsaed  July  B,  174S,  appropriated  fiva  thonund  pounds 
to  ftid  in  tbe  Cape  Breton  axpedition  undartaken  by  MassachuMtt*.  Tbe  act 
did  not  provide  for  fumiihing  »aj  troops,  but  only  made  a  contributitm  to  the 
•xpenaea  of  the  expedition. 

*Aa  aet,  chap.  703,  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  paued  July  B,  174S,  made 
as  addiUimal  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  ponndi  for  the  completion  of 
tke  Ooranior's  honae. 
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adopt  efifectaal  measares  for  assisting  Commodore  Warren 
in  his  plans  for  the  defence  of  the  coast;  also  transmitting 
the  following  letter  from  Governor  Shirley  of  Massadiu- 
setts,  dated  May  18, 1745: 

"Sir:  I  am  ohiiged  once  more  to  make  application  to 
your  Excellency  for  the  assietance  of  your  government  the 
immediate  raising  of  some  troops  for  supporting  the  ex- 
pedition against  Cape  Breton;  which  the  General  of  our 
land  forces  and  the  Commodore  of  the  fleet  have  repre- 
sented to  me  very  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  that  place; 
how  far  Providence  has  hitherto  favored  us  in  this  at- 
tempt, and  what  encouragement  we  have  to  proceed  in  it, 
you  will  find  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  jnst 
now  received  from  the  General  of  onr  forces ;  and  as  I  am 
informed  it  is  pretended  to  color  the  bat^iwardness  in  some 
of  the  colonies  and  Provinces  to  join  with  us  in  this  enter- 
prise; that  the  undertaking  of  it  without  his  Majesty's  ex- 
press order  would  be  so  far  from  recommending  us  to  his 
favor  that  it  would  rather  incur  his  displeasure;  I  am  now 
able  to  remove  that  objection,  and  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency that  upon  my  letter  to  his  Grace  the  DtJte  of  New- 
castle, informing  him  of  our  resolution  to  undertake  this 
affair,  and  how  far  we  have  proceeded  therein  (which  letters 
were  laid  before  his  Majesty)  his  Majesty  and  his  .Minis- 
ters, were  pleased  so  far  to  manifest  their  approbation  of 
onr  undertaking,  that  without  the  least  loss  of  time  two 
ships  of  war  were  ordered  to  proceed  directly  to  Louis- 
bourg,  to  support  us  herein,  as  they  had  before,  upon  my 
more  general  intimation  of  a  design  of  this  nature  ordered 
Commodore  Warren  to  come  from  the  West  Indies  and  at- 
tend this  service ;  who  is  now  before  Lonisbourg,  with  five 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  and  will  in  a  few  days  be 
joined  with  two  other  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  one  of  sixty 
and  the  other  of  forty  guns,  whidi  are  already  sailed  from 
hence  upon  that  service;  and  I  am  fully  assured  that  his 
Majesty  has  the  success  of  this  expedition  much  at  heart. 
And  now  Sir,  as  this  Province  has  (in  conjunction  with  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut) at  an  immense  charge  undertaken  this  important  ex- 
pedition, and  so  far  proceeded  therein  under  the  favorable 
aspects  of  Divine  Providence  and  the  gracious  approbation 
and  assistance  of  his  Majesty,  I  must  desire  that  your  Oov- 
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emment  wonld  maturely  consider  how  great  a  ben^t  the 
aoqaisition  of  this  plac«  will  be  to  the  future  safety  and 
tranquility  of  ail  these  northern  colonies;  and  how  justly 
his  Majesty  may  resent  a  refusal  of  any  oi  them  to  join 
in  the  common  cause,  and  how  much  such  government  may 
hereafter  regret  their  unreasonable  frugality,  if  by  deny- 
ing at  this  crisis  to  contribute  their  just  quota,  for  the 
carrying  on  and  support  of  this  expedition,  which  is  now 
brought  so  near  to  an  happy  event,  they  should  prove  the 
means  of  its  fatal  miscarriage;  this  representation  of  the 
State  of  our  case,  my  duty  to  his  Majesty  obliges  me  to 
make,  and  I  must  earnestly  press  your  govermnent  to  give 
it  a  fnll  consideration,  and  send  me  a  speedy  answer  as  to 
their  resolution  thereupon. 

W.  SHIBLEY." 

Also  transmitting  the  following  letter  from  Commodore 
"Warren  dated  May  12 : 

"  Sir,  I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  New 
England  troops  have  taken  possession  of  one  of  the  enemy's 
most  considerable  batteries  at  Louisbourg,  which  gives  them 
the  command  of  the  harbor ;  and  they  have  now  carried  their 
approaches  so  near  by  land,  that  the  city  is  blockaded,  and 
its  communication  by  land  and  sea  entirely  cut  off,  and 
that  before  the  arrival  of  any  ship  to  their  relief  from  any 
part  of  the  world  except  one  small  one,  laden  witii  wine 
and  brandy. 

I  persuade  myself  (as  the  reduction  of  so  valuable  a 
garrison  and  territory  to  his  Majesty's  obedience  would 
give  him  and  all  his  subjects  the  highest  pleasure,  as  well 
as  the  greatest  advantage)  you  will  use  your  good  offices 
with  the  other  two  branches  of  your  Legislature  to  send 
such  a  number  of  men  and  provisions  as  you  can  procure 
to  our  assistance,  with  the  greatest  dispatch,  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  withstand  any  force,  the  enemy  may  send  to 
the  relief  of  this  garrison. 

I  have  wrote  circular  letters  to  this  purpose  to  all  the 
American  Governors,  which  I  am  impowered  to  do  by  virtue 
of  my  instructions  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  directing  me  upon  such  an  occasion,  to  apply 
to  the  neighboring  governments  for  the  above  mentioned 
succours,  and  acquainted  me  that  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
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had  sent  proi>er  instractions  for  this  purpose  to  the  respec- 
tive goTemors  on  the  Continent. 

If  there  be  any  ships  of  war  with  you  that  can  possibly 
be  dispensed  wi^  from  the  service  they  may  be  employed 
on,  they  should  join  me.- 

P.  WAEBEN." 

Also  transmitting  accounts  for  military  expeuBes.  (See 
note  5.) 

June  27.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

Jnne  29.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany. 

July  3.  Beconunending  that  the  Province  powder  be 
stored  in  the  magazine  in  the  fort  in  the  city  of  New  York.' 

July  6.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
August,  bnt  a  quorum  did  not  appear  until  the  20tfa. 

August  20.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly: 

"  Tis  a  great  pleasure  to  me  that  I  can  now  congrata- 
late  you  upon  the  reduction  of  the  Fortress  of  Louisbourg 
with  its  dependences  to  the  obedience  of  his  Majesty;  it 
much  behoves  the  several  British  colonies  on  this  Continent 
to  unite  their  utmost  force  in  the  maintenance  and  preser- 
vation of  that  important  acquisition,  as  well  as  in  the  prose- 
cution of  such  other  measnres  as  may  now  he  thought 
proper  and  expedient  to  be  taken  for  the  advancement  of 
his  Majesty's  service,  the  interest  of  the  common  canse,  and 
further  annoyance  of  the  enemy  in  those  parts;  to  which 
ends,  I  have  lately  had  applications  from  Governor  Shirley 
and  Commodore  "Warren  which  I  shall  lay  before  you. 

Yon  will  find  by  the  papers  I  herewith  send  yon  that 
some  of  the  Canada  Indians  have  broken  the  treaty  of 
neutrality  concluded  between  them  and  the  Six  Nations, 


1A  pToriaion  eont&Ened  in  tbe  act,  chap.  793,  for  tbe  defenoe  of  the  coltmjr, 
pasMd  July  6,  1746,  leqaired  ■  qiuuiUtf  of  powder  to  be  deposifed  in  Fort 
Qeorge. 
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by  committing  hostilities  against  the  English  settlranents 
upon  the  frontiers  of  New  England,  and  committing  several 
barbarous  murders  npon  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  it  is 
probable  they  have  designs  of  practising  the  like  cruelties 
npon  us;  to  prevent  which,  I  have  ordered  Col.  Philip 
Schuyler  to  detach  a  proper  number  of  the  militia  regi- 
ment under  his  conmiand  upon  the  first  intimation  of  their 
approadies  towards  our  frontiers. 

You  will  find  by  the  letters  from  the  Commissioners  of 
Indian  Affairs  that  not  only  the  som  allotted  for  ontsconts 
last  fall  is  exhausted,  but  more  money  already  advanced 
npon  that  service;  and  the  annual  allowance  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  conunon  occurrences  is  far  from  being  suf- 
ficient to  answer  their  present  exigences;  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  keep  out-scouts  constantly  on  foot  in  order 
to  gain  early  intelligence,  and  I  doubt  not  but  yon  think  it 
reasonable  to  make  ample  provision  for  those  ends.* 

From  the  intelligence,  I  herewith  also  lay  before  yon 
concerning  the  uneasiness  aud  disturbance  amongst  the  Six 
Nations  (which  has  of  late  no  doubt  been  industriously  im- 
proved and  fomented  by  the  artifices  of  the  enemy)  you 
will  see  how  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  have  an  interview 
with  those  Indians  this  fall  that  I  may  sift  out  the  true 
grounds  and  motives  of  their  dissatisfaction,  and  he  the 
better  enabled  to  compose  their  present  discontents;  they 
impatiently. expect  an  interview  with  me  that  they  may  im- 
part their  grievances;  and  I  esteem  it  a  matter  of  very 
great  consequence  to  have  all  occasions  of  jealousy  of  them 
utterly  removed ;  froit  their  late  apprehensions  of  us  they 
have  (contrary  to  their  engagements,  and  notwithstanding 
all  that  the  Conomissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  had  repre- 
sented to  the  contrary)  adventured  to  make  a  visit  to  the 
Governor  of  Canada  this  summer;  and  what  impressions 
may  have  been  made  npon  them  at  this  conference  to  our 

■  Bern  note  3. 

23 
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disadvantage,  and  how  pemicioos  the  effects  of  it  ma7 
prove  to  the  British  colonies  on  the  Continent,  is  mndi  to 
be  feared  if  I  have  not  speedily  an  opportunity  of  nndeceiv- 
ing  them  and  making  them  sttitable  presents  npon  this  oc- 
casion,  which  may  greatly  contribute  to  the  reestablishing 
them  in  good  temper  and  friendship.  It  is  represented  to 
me  that  there  are  two  other  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians 
{besides  those  commonly  invited  to  Conferences  at  Albany) 
viz.,  the  Chonondado  and  Attowas  in  league  with  us  and 
the  Six  Nations,  and  it  is  expected,  and  thought  advisable, 
they  should  be  sent  for  and  partake  of  our  bounty  with  the 
rest  at  such  meetings. 

Therefore,  if  you  will  sufficiently  enable  me  to  meet  the 
Indians  this  fall,  I  shall  comprize  those  Tribes  in  the  in- 
vitation; and  for  the  pnblic  service  cheerfully  undertake 
the  voyage,  however  discouraging  the  season  of  the  year 
may  be  thought;  bnt  let  it  be  considered  that  the  price  of 
goods  is  greatly  advanced  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  more  so  upon  those  designed  for  Indian  presents, 
as  few  people  deal  therein.  * 

Tour  coming  together  is  sooner  than  I  intended,  could 
the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  Province  have  admitted  the 
protracting  a  longer  time;  and  as  you  are  met,  I  flatter  my- 
self you  wiU  be  speedy  in  your  conclusions  upon  what  I 
have  now  mentioned,  and  shall  refer  you  to  my  speech  for 
what  was  left  undone  at  the  last  meeting,  which  I  donbt 
not  will  take  place  in  your  deliberations  at  this  time;  when 
it  will  be  also  necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  services 
of  the  current  year,  with  such  dispatdi  as  may  enable  me  to 
meet  the  Indians  before  the  season  is  too  far  advanced. 

G.  CLINTON." 

SThe  act,  ehapi  606,  paased  Noreinber  29,  nHf,  for  paying  uUriea,  mtticm 
And  «Qntiiigeiicie«,  appropTUtad  six  hundred  ponnda  to  reunburae  the  TreaanTer 
for  lutn*  advanced  to  tlie  Qovernor  in  October  for  preseuta  to  tbe  Indiana. 
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Also  transmittuig  copies  of  letters  from  Commodore 
Warren  and  G-ovemor  Shirley  relating  to  the  reduction  of 
Louisbourg;  information  concerning  "  some  nneasiness 
amongst  the  Indians  occasioned  by  a  report  that  the  Eng- 
lish and  Dutch  designed  to  destroy  them;"  information 
of  a  similar  character  from  Governor  Shirley  relative  to 
the  uneasiness  among  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  danger  of 
losing  them,  including  "  the  intrigues  of  the  French  to 
bring  those  tribes  over  to  their  interest;"  also  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 
"  giving  an  account  of  the  Mohawks  going  to  Canada,  and 
of  a  French  Indian  being  amongst  them";  also  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant  Butler  to  Governor  Clinton,  showing  that 
a  great  number  of  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  had  gone  to 
Canada  to  treat  with  the  Governor  there;  also  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  "  ^ving  an  account 
of  the  Orondaz  Indians  being  upon  the  frontiers,  and  of  a 
man  being  taken  by  them  near  Fort  Dummer;  "  also  from 
the  same  source,  information  relative  to  intelligence  by  a 
Caghnawaga  Indian;  an  account  of  the  murder  of  two  men 
by  Fren(^  Indians;  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  Coenradt 
Wieser,  the  Indian  Interpreter  for  the  colony  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whilst  among  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians ;  informa- 
tion concerning  murders  committed  by  the  Frendi  Indians 
amongst  the  people  of  Connecticut ;  a  letter  from  Governor 
Law,  relating  to  Indian  depredations;  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Shirley,  intimating  that  the  French  Indians  have 
murdered  two  men  within  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire; 
a  letter  from  Governor  Thomas,  "  intimating  that  there  is 
a  g^at  uneasiness  amongst  the  Mohawks,  for  injuries  done 
them,  as  they  allege,  with  regard  to  their  lands";  infor- 
mation from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  showing 
that  the  "French  Indians  have  taken  up  the  hatchet,  or 
declared  war  against  the  English,  and  that  our  Six  Nations 
of  Indians  have  been  earnestly  solicited  by  the  Governor  of 
Canada  to  join  them." 
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Aagnst  21.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Commodore 
Warren,  intimating  that  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  the 
provisions  and  men  from  this  colony  for  the  assistance  of 
the  garrison  of  Louisbonrg.    (See  note  5.) 

Angnst  23.  The  GoTemor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly : 

"  It  seems  very  expedient  that  a  law  should  be  passed, 
provided  with  proper  penalties,  which  may  effectually  re- 
strain all  persons  within  this  Province  from  trading  or 
dealing  in  any  sort  with  the  French  Indians  during  the  War 
with  France;  for  under  color  of  a  treaty  of  neutrality,  con- 
cluded between  them  and  the  united  Nations  of  Indians,  in 
league  with  ns,  and  upon  pretence  of  traffic  with  the  Eng- 
lish, the  French  Indians  have  hitherto  had  constant  inter- 
course with  both,  and  thereby  frequent  opportunities  of 
viewing  our  situation,  and  conveying  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  which  we  should  by  all  means  endeavor  to  prevent. 
According  to  ihe  information  I  have  received,  some  of 
these  French  Indians  were  lately  trading  at  Albany,  when 
others  of  them  at  the  same  time  were  scalping  and  butcher- 
ing his  Majesty's  subjects  on  the  borders  of  New  England; 
which  we  cannot  but  look  upon  with  the  same  resentment 
as  if  done  to  any  people  of  this  Province;  and  besides, 
whatever  these  Indians  barter  their  furs  for,  whether  for 
clothing  or  gunpowder,  is  so  mudi  clear  gain  to  the  French 
and  a  strengthening  of  the  hands  of  his  Majesty's  enemies; 
but  more  especially  should  we  be  upon  our  guard  from  the 
later  intelligence  received  that  the  Indians  in  alliance  with 
the  French  at  Canada  have  taken  up  the  hatchet  there  (at 
the  instigation  and  in  favor  of  the  French)  against  the  Eng- 
lish, which  is  the  ceremony  usual  with  them  of  declaring 
war;  and  if  so,  it  is  incumbent  on  us,  as  much  as  in  ns  lies, 
to  prevent  their  having  any  intercourse  or  dealings  within 
this  Province,  either  with  the  Christians,  or  Indians  in 
league  with  us. 
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Our  ladians  complain  (as  you  will  observe  from  the 
papers  before  yon)  that  no  provision  is  made  for  treating 
them  with  hospitality  when  they  come  to  the  garrison  at 
Oswego.*"  Their  visits  occasion  frequent  expenses  to  the 
oflScer  of  bis  Majesty's  troops  posted  there;  a  generous 
mind  cannot  refrain  doing  something  to  bid  them  welcome, 
though  an  officer  cannot,  through  his  own  bounty,  enter- 
tain them  in  a  manner  answerable  to  their  expectatione ; 
yet  they  are  continually  (as  it  were)  extorting  some- 
thing out  of  his  pocket  which  amounts  to  a  considerable 
sum  at  the  year's  end,  and  is  a  great  discouragement 
in  the  way  of  his  Majesty's  service.  It  seemB  very  un- 
reasonable he  sbonld  bear  the  least  charge  in  a  matter 
merely  concerning  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  government; 
therefore,  I  persuade  myself  you  will  think  this  a  grievance 
and  defect  which  needs  no  more  than  mentioning  to  have 
remedied,  as  it  is  necessary  at  this  time  that  more  forts  or 
block-honses  should  be  erected  for  the  security  of  our 
northern  frontiers,  which  cannot  immediately  be  done,  and 
some  place  of  refuge  may  be  a  great  convenience  for  a  re- 
treat for  our  out-scouts  towards  Crown  Point;'  and  Mr. 
Lydias  having  made  an  offer  of  his  blo(i-honse  for  the  pub- 
lic use  dnring  the  war,  which  is  conveniently  situated  for 
the  present  purpose,  it  may  be  proper  to  accept  thereof  till 
some  more  considerable  fortress  shall  be  built,  otherwise 
there  will  be  a  necessity  for  destroying  it,  least  it  fall  into 
the  Enemy's  hands.  In  order  that  at  all  times  hereafter 
the  government  may  have  sufficiency  of  g^powder  in  store 
to  answer  the  public  necessities,  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  charge  me  with  an  instruction,  (a  copy  whereof 
is  herewith  laid  before  you)  whereby  I  am  directed  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  Assembly  of  New  York  to  pass  a  law, 
agreeable  to  those  passed  from  time  to  time,  in  divers  others 
of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in  America,  imposing  a  powder 
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duty  on  every  vessel  that  enters  and  clears  in  this  colony ; 
therefore  I  donbt  not  yon  will  forthwith  prepare  a  bill  for 
the  purpose,  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  pleasure  on  this 
head. 

G.  CLINTON." 

August  27.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Lientenant-Qov- 
emor  Phips,  applying  for  men,  provisions  and  ammunition 
for  the  better  preservation  of  the  fortress  of  Louisbourg 
against  any  attempts  of  the  French,  also  communications 
from  Commodore  Warren  and  the  Commissioners  of  In- 
dian Affairs.    See  note  5. 

August  29.  Consenting'  to  an  adjournment  of  the  As- 
sembly to  the  15th  day  of  October. 

Novnnber  2.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly: 

"The  naked  and  expMed  condition  of  our  Northern 
Frontiera,  at  this  time  of  eminent  danger,  demands  your 
most  serious  attention  and  vigorous  and  speedy  resolutions. 

When  the  French  and  their  Indians  have  already  made 
repeated  incursions  and  ravages,  upon  the  borders  of  New 
England,  (notwithstanding  the  Treatv  of  Neutrality;  con- 
cluded between  the  latter  and  our  Six  Nations)  we  have 
nothing  less  to  apprehend  than  that  under  the  expectation 
of  the  like  hostilities  our  out-settlements  will  soon  be 
deserted  if  proper  provision  be  not  made  for  the  erecting 
some  forts  or  fortifications  for  their  protection  and  se- 
curity. This  I  most  earnestly  press  upon  you  again,  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be  a  matter  absolutely  requisite  to  be  done 
with  the  utmost  dispatch;  and  the  rather  likewise,  as  it 
would  give  countenance  and  encouragement  to  our  Indians 
to  join  in  the  war  with  cheerfulness  and  resolution  ahonld 
their  aid  become  necessary;  and  as  matters  are  now  cir- 
cumstanced, their  engaging  in  the  war  seems  to  be  unavoid- 
able.' 
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At  the  late  interview  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  I  was 
very  Bolidtoas  to  sift  out  the  tme  grounds  of  their  late 
commotions,  and  the  occasion  of  their  pretended  jealoasies 
that  some  of  the  people  of  this  Province  had  conceived  a 
design  to  destroy  them;  and  after  the  strictest  inquiry  I 
could  make,  I  fonnd  that  the  mmors  propagated  amongst 
them  were  without  any  foundation  in  truth;  of  this  the 
Indians  themselves  seemed  so  perfectly  satisfied  that  the^ 
desired  their  late  conduct  might  be  buried  in  oblivion. 
Upon  the  occasion  of  this  public  conference  there  attended 
Commissioners  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut, 
and  Pennsylvania,  with  intent  to  renew  and  confirm  the 
respective  treaties  with  the  Six  Nations  in  conjunction  with 
me ;  and  the  conclusion,  I  think,  has  well  answered  the  ex- 
pense the  Province  has  been  put  to  on  this  account 

Yon  wiU  find  by  this  treaty  (which  I  shall  order  to  be 
laid  before  you)  that  in  case,  pursuant  to  a  demand  of  the 
Six  Nations,  satisfaction  shall  not  be  obtained  from  the 
French  Indians  for  their  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of  Neu- 
trality by  conunittiDg  the  late  hostilities  upon  the  borders 
of  New  England  within  the  space  of  two  months  from  the 
time  of  making  thereof;  or  if  in  the  meantime  any  further 
hostilities  should  be  committed  by  them  npon  any  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  the  Six  Nations  will  expect  my  orders 
for  their  joining  in  the  war  against  the  French  and  their 
Indians,  and  will  act  accordingly. 

But  though  it  were  to  be  wished  a  strict  neutrality  should 
be  observed  by  the  Indians  at  this  time,  yet  'tis  not  to  be 
expected  that  we  ourselves  can  remain  inactive  should  any 
well  concerted  sehMne  be  proposed  for  the  annoyance  of  the 
enemy  with  tiie  united  force  of  this  and  the  neighboring 
governments;  therefore.  Gentlemen,  it  is  incumbent  on  you 
to  make  provision  to  enable  me  at  all  events  to  pursue  every 
measure  which  may  be  for  his  Majesty's  honor  and  service, 
and  the  interest  of  the  common  cause,  in  such  manner  as 
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may  effectually  answer  his  Majesty's  commands,  signified 
by  his  royal  orders  to  me,  which  have  already  been  laid 
before  yon ;  and  further,  by  a  copy  of  an  inatmction,  which, 
with  some  other  papers,  I  shall  order  to  be  delivered  you. 
CFentlemen,  there  is  this  further  to  be  observed  to  yon, 
that  after  the  treaty  with  the  Indians  was  cooclnded,  an 
express  was  brongbt  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  with  advice  that  on  the  11th  of  the  last 
month  another  attack  was  made  upon  their  frontiers  at 
the  fort  at  the  great  Meadow  by  an  army  of  French  and 
Indians,  which  those  Conunissioners  immediately  communi- 
cated to  me,  and  earnestly  requested  thereupon  that  as  the 
Sis  Nations  had  engaged  by  this  Treaty  to  join  in  the  War 
in  case  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  should  be  attacked  by 
the  French  and  their  Indians  at  any  time  within  the  two 
months  before  mentioned,  I  would  therefore  immediately 
issue  my  orders  for  the  Indians  marching  to  their  assist- 
ance upon  this  occasion;  but  I  thought  this  a  matter  of 
such  great  concernment  to  us  that  I  chose  rather  first  to 
give  you  the  opportunity  of  providing  for  the  security  of 
our  own  frontiers,  before  those  Indians  should  be  with- 
drawn by  their  engaging  in  the  War;  so  that  now  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  erecting  forts  upon  our  borders  is  most 
manifestly  evident,  and  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  take  this 
matter  under  your  immediate  care,  for  I  am  persuaded  you 
cannot  but  think  with  me  that  should  any  further  hostilities 
be  committed  against  our  neighbors,  it  will  become  a  duty 
on  this  Province  to  give  them  the  best  aid  we  can  to  the 
utmost  of  our  abilities;  and  I  shall  think  myself  obliged, 
upon  notice  of  the  like  invasions,  not  only  to  order  the  Six 
Nations  to  join  in  the  war  pursuant  to  their  treaties,  but 
likewise  to  detach  such  a  number  of  men  from  this  Province 
to  their  assistance  as  shall  be  judged  expedient  to  be  sent 
them,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case ;  this  my  duty  to 
his  Majesty  will  require  me  to  do. 

G.  CLINTON." 
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Also  transmitting  several  papers  relating  to  the  war,  and 
to  Indian  Affairs,  and  also  the  repeal  by  tiie  home  govern- 
ment of  two  acts  relating  to  qnit  r^its,  one  passed  in  1742 
and  the  other  in  1744. 

November  7.  Transmitting  several  papers,  inclnding 
claims  against  the  colony. 

November  18.  Transmitting  a  commnnication  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs. 

November  20.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indian  Affairs  containing  information  relative 
to  the  destruction  of  Saratoga.  At  the  same  time  the  Gov- 
ernor sent  to  the  Assembly  the  following  message: 

"  Last  night  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners 
for  Indian  Affairs  at  Albany  by  express,  dated  the  17tli 
instant,  acquainting  me  that  the  night  before  the  enemy  had 
cnt  off  Saraghtoga  settlements  npon  our  nortbem  fron- 
tiers ;  that  only  one  family  hag  escaped  tbe  destruction  by 
flight,  that  they  saw  the  fort  and  some  other  buildings  in 
flames. 

Of  such  like  misfortmies  I  have  given  you  repeated 
warnings,  and  as  to  what  heed  you  have  given  to  them  I 
leave  to  your  own  serious  reflection;  the  world  will  judge 
of  it;  and  as  the  Commissioners'  letter  (which  I  herewith 
lay  before  you)  intimates,  it  is  amazing  that  the  neoessity 
of  building  some  fortifications  for  the  protection  of  our 
Northern  Frontiers  (which  I  have  so  often  urged)  should 
have  had  no  better  effect  with  yon ;  and  I  most  say,  as  the 
Commissioners  do,  the  like  was  never  known  that  one  part 
of  a  government  should  be  left  to  be  bntdhered  by  the 
enemy,  without  assistance  from  the  other. 

As  these  settlements  at  the  distance  only  of  between 
thirty  or  forty  miles  from  Albany  are  destroyed,  the  High 
Boad  is  now  cleared  from  Crown  Point  to  that  city ;  and  I  find 
it  absolutely  necesBary  to  make  immediate  detachments  of 
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the  militia  from  the  neighboring  counties  and  other  parts  of 
the  Province  for  its  protection  against  the  insolta  of  Uie 
enemy;  for  whose  subsistence,  it  is  incumbent  on  you  to 
make  ample  provision  with  the  utmost  dispatch;  as  like- 
wise, for  the  erecting  a  proper  fort  at  the  Carrying-Place 
which  (as  affairs  have  hitherto  been  concluded)  I  find  ia 
likely  to  be  postponed  as  a  matter  not  deserving  your  atten- 
tion at  this  conjuncture,  and  another  for  the  protection  of 
the  settlements  in  the  neighborhood  of  those  which  have 
been  destroyed,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  such  numbers 
of  men  as  will  be  necessary  to  guard  them  whilst  building; 
and  unless  such  forts  are  built,  it  will  be  impracticable  to 
BMid  forth  out-scouts  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
when  they  have  no  place  of  safety  to  resort  to  upon  occa- 
sion.   (See  note  2.) 

I  cannot  now  hesitate  about  engaging  the  Six  Nations  of 
Indians  in  the  War;  you  may  have  observed  by  the  last 
Treaty  they  concluded  with  me  that  in  case  satisfaction  was 
not  made  within  two  months  by  those  Indians  in  the  Frendi 
interest  who  had  committedhostilitiesagainsthis  Majesty's 
subjects  upon  the  borders  of  New  England,  they  would  be 
ready  to  join  in  the  war  whenever  I  should  order  them  so 
to  do;  but  these  Indians  at  that  treaty  asked  the  question 
what  shall  they  do,  now  they  have  taken  up  the  hatchet; 
they  have  no  powder,  ball  nor  clothes;  people  that  go  to 
war  ought  to  be  well  provided,  therefore  suitable  encour- 
agement must  be  given  to  attach  those  Indians  heartily  to 
our  cause,  to  which  end  onr  neighbors  have  furnished  yon 
with  a  notable  precedent  as  a  reward  for  their  services. 

As  it  may  be  micertain  what  numbers  of  the  militia  the 
exigency  of  affairs  may  require  to  be  sent  to  Albany  this 
winter,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  an  ample  quantity  of 
provisions  should  be  now  sent  thither  at  all  events  as  the 
river  is  open,  in  order  to  answer  such  services  during'  the 
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winter  as  those  troops  may  be  sent  upon,  either  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  city  or  attaddn^  the  enemy  elsewhere  upon 
onr  frontiers. 

Upon  looking  back  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Assan- 
blies  in  former  wars,  yon  will  find  what  considerable  an- 
nual expenses  they  have  cheerfully  borne,  when,  I  may  say, 
the  Province  was  in  its  minority,  with  respect  to  its  present 
flourishing  circumstances;  and  I  must  leave  you  to  judge 
what  will  be  expected  from  you  at  the  present  crisis. 

I  am  sorry  I  must  tell  you  I  find  by  the  Treasurer  that 
the  present  situation  of  the  public  funds  is  such  as  falls 
far  short  of  answering  the  ordinary  services  of  the  gov- 
ernment; therefore  it  is  necessary  you  should  take  timely 
measures,  not  only  for  supplying  the  deficiencies,  but  (as 
yon  can  have  no  expectation  of  a  surplusage  to  arise  trom 
former  grants)  to  devise  new  methods  which  may  amply 
answer  the  present  emergencies.^ 

a  CLINTON." 

November  25.  Transmiting  papers  relative  to  the  de- 
struction of  Saratoga,  and  also  information  showing  that 
about  six  hundred  French  and  Indians  had  been  passing 
Stockbridge. 

November  28.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  had  de- 
termined to  send  the  King's  troops  to  Albany,  and  recom- 
mending that  the  Assembly  make  provision  for  their  im- 
mediate transportation  and  such  necessaries  as  should  be 
requisite  for  them  in  their  passage,  and  also  lodgings  for 
the  officers  of  said  troops  during  their  continuance  at 
Albany." 

>  Iq  addition  to  the  ordlnBrf  methods  of  railing  money  by  taxation  and  from 
dutiea,  a  lottery  waa  eatablislied  by  an  act,  eliap.  817,  paaaed  February  27, 
17U. 

10  An  act,  chap.  82B,  to  raiie  tbirteen  tboiuand  ponnda  for  Tarioiu  pnrpoaea, 
patMd  Hay  S,  1746,  Included  lt«ma  for  tranapoitatlon  of  troops  to  tbe 
frontien,  and  otber  expenaea  connected  with  that  Mrrice, 
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December  20.  The  Legislature  met  after  a  short  ad- 
jourmnent  and  received  the  following  communication  from 
the  Governor: 

"  Soon  after  your  adjournment  I  sent  his  Majesty's 
troops  from  hence  to  Albany  for  the  defence  of  that  city, 
conceiving  it  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  htrnda  of  the 
enemy,  from  the  late  attempts  they  have  made  upon  our 
frontiers ;  and  since  I  have  received  letters  from  the  Colonel 
of  the  Militia  Begiment  of  that  county  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indian  Affairs  (which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid 
before  you)  recommending  the  immediate  rebuilding  the 
fort  at  Saratoga,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth ;  which 
his  Majesty's  Council  thought  of  such  weight  that  by  their 
advice  I  have  sent  up  directions  to  have  it  rebuilt  accord- 
ingly, for  the  expense  whereof,  I  doubt  not,  you  will  now 
make  provision ;"  and  for  the  pay  of  snob  additional  forces 
as  I  shall  be  advised  to  send  up  for  the  protection  of  tiie 
frontiers;  as  also  for  giving  a  proper  encouragement  for 
our  people  to  take  pains  to  engage  the  Indians  heartily  in 
the  war,  pursuant  to  the  orders  I  have  sent  them. 

The  Fort  intended  to  he  built  at  the  Carrying-Place 
ought  to  be  large  and  strong,  of  stone  work;  and  though  a 
building  of  that  sort  will  require  au  extraordinary  expense, 
yet  that  should  be  looked  upon  as  inconsiderable  when  laid 
in  the  Balance  with  the  great  service  a  regular  well  built 
fort  will  be  of  at  aU  times  hereafter,  but  especially  during 
the  war. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  concerting  measures,  jointly 
with  the  neighboring  governments  touching  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  is  now  most  manifest;  I  have  so  often  pressed 
it  upon  you  to  make  provisiou  to  this  end,  that  I  cannot 
further  inforce  my  recommendation  than  by  repeating  it, 

11  The  act  cited  in  note  10  ftppropri&ted  ona  btudnd  SUtj  pounds  for  nbuUd- 
ing  tbe  fort  at  Santosa. 
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and  offering  to  your  consideration  a  letter  just  received 
fr<Hn  Lieut  Oovemor  Phips,  renewing  the  overtures  fre- 
quently made  to  me,  by  the  Massachusetts  government  on 
that  head,  as  a  matter  of  the  ntmost  consequence  for  the 
preservation  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  and  colonies  in 
North  America. 

The  militia  act  requires  some  material  amendments ;  the 
penalties  should  be  enlarged  to  compel  a  dne  obedience  to 
military  orders,  and  as  there  are  many  persons  within  this 
Province  who  claim  an  exemption  from  military  service  at 
this  time  of  war  xmder  color  of  commissions  at  large,  with- 
out being  confined  to  any  particular  corps,  a  clause  should 
be  provided  to  invalidate  snch  commissions,  and  subject  all 
such  persons  (who  are  not  excepted  by  the  act)  to  do  pri- 
vate duty." 

Gentlemen. — There  have  been  several  things  laid  be- 
fore you  concerning  the  service  and  honor  of  this  Province 
which  seem  hitherto  to  have  escaped  your  attention;  you 
may  easily  discover  them  by  a  review  of  your  proceedings, 
and  I  am  sorry  they  have  not  been  thought  worthy  of  your 
notice. 

As  we  have  a  subtle  and  active  enemy  to  deal  with,  one 
of  our  frontier  settlements  already  destroyed,  whereby 
many  unhappy  people  were  murdered,  and  others  led  cap- 
tives to  Canada,  I  have  great  reason  to  apprehend  the 
French  have  a  very  formidable  army  in  our  neighborhood, 
with  a  design  to  make  incursions  into  the  heart  of  the 
Province;  therefore  I  persuade  myself  from  the  last  reso- 
lution you  come  to,  you  will  make  use  of  the  means  in  your 
power  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  government,  and  pro- 
vide for  everything  necessary,  not  only  that  we  may  be 

UTiro  militia  acta  were  pttaeed,  one,  ehap.  8U,  Kovember  20,  1T45,  eon< 
Umiiig  a  fonner  act,  and  the  other,  cbap.  S16,  February  27|  1746,  "  regulating 
tha  militia  of  tUa  eolony." 
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enabled  effectually  to  preserve  his  Majesty's  colony  Tmder 
my  care  and  yoor  own  fortunes,  but  also  make  the  enemy 
sensible  of  the  effects  of  our  just  resentment. 

The  present  circomstances  of  affairs  appear  to  me  in 
soch  light  that  they  require  your  most  vigorous  and  speedy 
resolutions  for  the  mutual  protection  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
boring colonies  agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  royal  orders  and 
instructions  communicated  to  yoo. 

G.  CLINTON." 

At  the  same  time  the  Governor  transmitted  the  following 
papers:  letters  from  CoL  Philip  Schuyler,  desiring  three 
hundred  men  may  be  detached  from  the  lower  counties  for 
the  defence  of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  recommending 
the  rebuilding  of  a  fort  at  Saratoga;  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Indian  Affairs,  recommending  sundry  mat- 
ters relative  to  the  security  of  the  frontiers;  a  letter  from 
Major  Jacobus  Swartwont,  conveying  information  that  the 
French  and  Indians  were  preparing  to  invade  the  northern 
parts  of  this  colony ;  a  letter  from  Cadwallader  Colden  in- 
forming the  Governor  that  the  French  have  a  considerable 
party  among  our  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  who  are  indus- 
trious in  promoting  the  French  interest,  and  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-Governor  Phips  of  MaBsaehusetts,  proposing 
that  measures  be  concerted  by  the  governments  of  New 
York,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire  and  Bhode  Island  for 
their  mutual  protection, 

1746.  January  13.  Transmitting  a  letter  frwn  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  also  other  papers 
relating  to  the  frontiers. 

January  15.  Transmitting  an  extract  from  a  letter  re- 
ceived from  Admiral  Warren,  dated  at  Louisbourg. 

February  27.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  4th 
of  March. 
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GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  oq  the  4th  of  March  at  Greenwich 
(then  a.Buburb  of  New  YoA).  The  Governor  did  not  de- 
liver a  formal  speech,  but  instead  sent  the  following  com- 
munication: 

Gentlemen. —  My  present  indisposition  prevents  my 
speaking  to  you  in  public ;  I  most  earnestly  recommend  to 
you  to  make  ample  provision,  and  that  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch, for  all  those  services  which  I  recommended  to  you 
the  last  session  and  hitherto  remain  unprovided  for. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  5.  The  Assembly,  having  asked  for  an  adjourn- 
ment to  the  second  Tuesday  of  April,  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  smallpox  at  Greenwidi,  the  Governor  replied 
that  pablic  business  would  not  permit  so  long  an  adjourn- 
ment, hut  that  he  would  consent  Ihat  the  Assembly  adjourn 
to  meet  in  the  Borough  of  Westchester  the  12th  inst, 
"  as  the  smallpox  is  said  to  prevail  in  the  country  about 
Jamaica." 

March  17.  The  Assembly  found  it  inconvenient  to  trans- 
act business  in  the  Borough  of  Westchester,  because  of  the 
long  distance  that  separated  the  Assembly  from  the  Coun- 
cil, which  did  not  change  its  place  of  meeting  at  the  pre- 
vious adjournment.  The  Assembly  accordingly  requested 
an  adjournment  to  another  place.  The  Governor  replied 
that  because  of  the  smallpox  in  New  York,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  adjourn  the  Assembly  to  that  place,  and 
directed  that  it  be  adjourned  to  "  Brookland  "  on  Nassau 
Island,  and  it  accordingly  met  there  on  the  20th. 

[3071 
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Mardi  20.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly : 

"The  circmnstanoes  of  the  Province  are  snch  that  I 
think  myself  obliged,  for  the  better  security  of  it,  to  recom- 
mend to  you  to  make  provision  with  the  uhnost  dispatch 
for  erecting  six  block  houses  upon  the  northern  frontiers, 
and  for  the  maintenance  and  punctual  payment  of  the 
militia  to  be  garrisoned  in  them;'  as  likewise  for  twenty- 
five  men  to  garrison  two  block  houses  already  built,  at  the 
diarge  of  the  inhabitante  of  Schenectady,  pursuant  to  the 
request  of  their  petition,  herewith  laid  before  you.' 

Ton  may  observe  by  the  letters  and  papers  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  (which  I  have  also 
ordered  to  be  laid  before  you)  that  the  Six  Nations  of  In- 
dians have  refused  entering  into  the  war,  therefore  it  be- 
hoves us  to  fall  upon  such  means  as  will  most  effectually 
engage  them  therein,  and  prevent  their  going  over  to  the 
enemy;  to  which  end,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  snch 
measures  be  immediately  entered  into  with  the  neighboring 
governments  as  will  ease  this  Province  of  the  great  ex- 
pense we  must  be  at  in  keeping  the  Indians  firm  in  the 
British  interest,  whereupon  the  security  of  most  .of  the 
colonies  upon  the  Continent  depends ;  and  I  conceive  there 
can  be  no  better  expedient  to  answer  the  purpose  than  an 
anion  of  Councils  of  the   several  governments  who  are 

1  An  act  pMsed  Maj  3d,  chap.  825,  to  raise  thirteen  thoiuaiid  pounds  for 
pnrpoaes  of  defence,  made  proviaion  tor  building  aix  blockhouaea  between  tin 
nortbveat  garrison  of  the  colony  of  Massachuoetts  Bay  and  Fort  William  In 
the  Mohawk'fl  canntry,  and  for  maintaining  garrisonB  therein. 

According  to  a  paragraph  in  an  act  passed  at  the  next  aesaion,  July  ISth, 
chap.  832,  the  erection  of  these  blockhouses  was  found  to  be  impractloable,  and 
provision  woe  made  Jnetead  for  maintaining  four  hundred  sixty-nine  effective 
men  along  the  frontier  for  three  months. 

3  The  thirteen  thousand  pounds'  act  of  May  3d,  chap.  S25,  made  prorisioa 
for  repairs  to  the  fortifications  at  Schenectady. 
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equally  concerned  with  this  Province  in  the  common  dan- 
ger 'We  are  now  exposed  to;  and  I  can  assure  70a  that  sev- 
eral of  the  govermnents  have  already  convinced  me  of  their 
inclinations  to  promote  our  mutnal  safety,  and  only  wait 
for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  from  this  Province 
to  Gonoert  proper  measures. 

The  Commissionera  of  Indian  Affairs  greatly  complain 
that  the  pnhlic  service  cannot  he  carried  on  for  want  of 
money  to  discharge  all  demands  on  that  account;  and  I  am 
confident  you  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion  that  there 
should  at  least  be  a  sufficiency  in  the  hands  of  the  colony 
treasurer  to  answer  the  wants  of  the  government  in  time 
of  war;  I  am  the  more  concerned  to  press  this  upon  you 
as  the  funds  whidL  have  been  given  prove  deficient. 

The  season  of  the  year  draws  near  for  sending  provision 
to  Oswego;  I  have  ordered  the  contractors  to  supply  that 
garrison  as  usual ;  for  which  I  expect  you  will  make  pro- 
vision.' 

I  received  a  letter  last  post  from  Admiral  Warren  and 
General  Pepperal  jointly,  informing  me  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  his  Majesty's  servioe,  as  well  as  for 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  oolonies,  that  levies  of  men 
be  raised  by  them  respectively  and  sent  to  Lonisbonrg 
early  in  the  spring  in  support  of  that  garrison,  until  a 
sufficient  number  of  troops  arrive  from  Europe  for  its  de- 
fence. I  have  not  been  wanting  to  represent  to  you  the 
necessity  there  is  of  sending  a  quota  of  men  from  this 
Province  thither,  as  the  preservation  thereof  is  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  his  Majesty's  colonies  upon  this 
Continent;  therefore  I  hope  no  time  will  be  lost  in  con- 

■  The  foregoing  *ct,  chap.  6ZS,  made  Urge  appropriatioiu  for  maintainiiig  a 
■triRig  militar7  font  at  Oiw«go. 
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tribnting  wliat  lies  in  your  power,  for  securing  so  oonsider- 
able  an  acquisition.* 

Gbntlbmbh.—  My  desire  to  make  the  people  safe  and 
easy  in  their  settlements  occasioned  me  to  allow  yon  a  short 
recess;  I  now  promise  myself  a  happy  conclusion  of  this 
session  by  your  providing  speedily  for  the  protection  of 
the  Province  against  any  attempts  of  the  enemy;  who  can- 
not be  more  indnstrious  to  contrive  its  ruin,  than  I  shall 
be  careful  of  preserving  it  in  the  quiet  possession  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects. 

a  cojInton." 

On  the  same  day  the  Governor  transmitted  papers  relat- 
ing to  Indian  Affairs  and  the  frontiers,  also  information 
that  Massachusetts  had  appointed  commissioners  to  "  treat 
with  such  asi  may  be  appointed  by  any  of  the  other  govern- 
ments upon  the  continent.'* 

March  26.  Transmitting  papers  relative  to  Ladian 
affairs  and  the  frontiers. 

March  27.  Approving  the  appointment  of  Philip  Liv- 
ingston, Daniel  Horsmanden  and  Joseph  Murray,  from  the 
Council,  and  Philip  Verplanck,  and  William  NicoU  from  the 
Assembly  as  commissioners  '*  to  treat  with  commissioners 
from  the  neighboring  governments  touching  the  conduct  of 
the  war."  April  7,  Henry  Cruger,  a  member  of  Assembly, 
was  added  to  the  commission." 

April  5.  The  Assembly  having  asked  the  Governor 
whether  be  had  any  objection  to  Gie  issue  of  bills  of  credit 

*  The  Asaembl;  adopted  a  resolution  April  22d,  decUring  that  "  u  this 
colonj  ti  Teiy  much  espoted  uid  most  liable  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  at 
this  Beaaou  of  tbe  year,  no  men  can  be  sent  from  bence  withont  greatly  esdan* 
gering  the  lafetj  of  the  colony." 

0  The  general  act,  chap.  8SG,  raiHing  thirteen  thousand  pounds  for  the 
defence  of  the  colony,  appropriated  one  bnndred  pound*  for  the  compensation 
of  the  commlasioners  appointed  to  confer  wjtb  otmuniMloners  from  other 
colonies  on  the  conduct  ot  the  war. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Geobge  Clinton,  1746.  371 

pending  the  delay  necessarily  incident  to  the  collection  of 
an  unusually  targe  tax,  the  Governor  replied  that  when  a  bill 
for  that  purpose  came  before  him  for  his  approbation,  it 
ivonld  then  be  time  for  him  to  answer  the  Assembly's  ques- 
tion, for  he  wonid  then  have  the  reasons  for  the  proposed 
law. 

April  22.  Transmitting  part  of  a  letter  from  Admiral 
Warren  nrging  that  New  York  immediately  send  troops 
to  aid  the  garrison  at  Louisbourg;  and  informing  the 
Assembly  that  the  home  government  had  appointed  an 
engineer  for  the  Province.    The  Governor  also  said : 

"  By  a  letter  I  received  from  Capt.  Collins  from  Virginia 
this  poet,  dated  the  13th  of  March  last,  he  informs  me  that 
he  is  making  the  best  of  his  way  for  Cape  Breton,  with  the 
transports  under  his  convoy,  and  that  he  cannot  lose  time 
to  call  here  to  take  the  Buby  under  his  care,  but  that  this 
ship  must  stay  till  she  can  have  a  oonvoy,  or  until  further 
orders;  therefore  you  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  an 
acceptable  service  to  his  Majesty  and  the  fortress  of  Louis- 
boQi^,  if  you  provide  for  the  immediate  hiring  a  privateer 
to  convoy  those  forces  to  that  place,  without  further  loss  of 
time,  tiiere  being  reason  to  apprehend  an  early  attach  from 
the  French.  This  will  be  a  seasonable  instance  of  your 
duty  and  gratitude  in  return  for  his  Majesty's  paternal 
care  of  this  colony,  and  his  bounty  towards  us  in  the  par- 
tictdar  above  mentioned.*'" 

May  3.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
June. 


*  The  AsMinbl;  adopted  a  report  of  a.  committee,  expreulng  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  impncticable  to  emplo;  a  privateer  to  codtoj  the  "  Ruby  "  for  the 
reaaon  that  luch  a  priTateer  would  b«  no  defence  against  a  lingle  man.of-war 
of  the  enani;. 
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1746.    JUHE.    TWBHTY-FOUBTH  ASSEHBLT,  THIKD  SESSKIll. 

GEORGE  CLINTON.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  the  3d  of  Jane  and  received 
from  the  Governor  the  following 

MESSAGE. 

"The  intelligwiee  I  have  received  from  Albany  since 
your  short  recess,  of  the  State  of  affairs  in  that  connty, 
obliged  me  to  order  an  additional  force  of  300  men  to  be 
draughted  out  of  the  militia  of  such  counties  as  I  judged 
most  proper,  to  he  immediately  sent  up  to  their  assistance; 
and  they  were  to  go  upon  this  service  on  my  assurance  of 
recommending  it  to  you  to  provide  for  their  pay  and  sub- 
sistence in  such  manner  as  has  been  done  for  others,  not 
doubting  but  you  would  readily  do  bo. 

You  will  find  by  the  several  representations,  letters  and 
papera  (which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  you)  that  the 
defence  and  security  of  that  frontier  required  this  step  to 
be  taken  without  loss  of  time ;  and  not  only  so,  but  I  think  . 
you  must  be  of  opinion,  upon  due  consideration,  that  the 
exigency  of  affairs  does  absolutely  demand  a  much  more 
powerful  assistance,  as  well  for  the  mainteoaoce  of  the 
northern  frontiers,  as  the  prosecutiou  of  the  war  into  the 
enemy's  country,  it  lies  upon  you  to  enable  me  effectually 
to  answer  both  purposes,  and  that  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch.* 

G.  CLINTON." 


1  June  4tli,  tbe  AbwidUj  adopted  >  report  of  a  conunittee  reeommendliig 
the  enliBtment  of  four  hundred  and  fift^  men  and  fiftj  Indiana,  including  the 
militia  already  tent  thither  by  the  Governor.  On  the  6th  of  Juno,  tbe  Oor- 
eraor  aent  to  tbe  Aswmbly  a  deaignation  of  the  militia  Mid  the  Indiana  for 
thia  aarvk«. 
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With  the  message  the  Governor  transmitted  papers  from 
the  CommiBsionerB  of  Indian  Affairs  relating  to  the  sit- 
uation on  the  frontiers. 

June  6.  The  Governor  delivered  in  the  presence  of  both 
houses  the  following 

SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbnbbal  Assembly. — 
It  has  been  signified  to  me  by  letter  from  his  Grace  the 
Dnke  of  Newcastle  of  the  9th  of  April  last  (which  I  have 
received  by  express  from  Governor  Shirley,  an  extract 
whereof  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  yon)  that  his  Maj- 
esty has  been  pleased  to  order  an  expedition  against  the 
French  settlements  in  Canada,  and  I  am  commanded  (as 
the  other  governors  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  are)  forth- 
with to  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  raising  as 
many  men  within  my  government  as  the  shortness  of  the 
time  will  permit,  to  be  employed  in  concert  with  his  Maj- 
esty's regular  forces  on  this  important  service. 

It  is  his  Majesty's  intention  that  the  troo^  to  be  raised 
in  North  America  should  consist  of  companies  of  100  men 
each;  and  that  those  that  should  be  raised  in  the  several 
provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  be  formed  into  one  corps,  to  be  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Gooch,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Virginia, 
whom  the  King  bas  been  pleased  on  this  occasion  to  pro- 
mote to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general. 

The  happy  consequences  which  will  redound  to  his  Maj- 
esty's colonies  on  this  continent,  the  advantage  of  the 
common  cause,  and  the  British  interest  in  general  from  the 
success  of  such  an  enterprise,  must  be  thought  of  weight 
sufficient  to  inspire  every  loyal  breast  and  trae  lover  of  his 
country  with  a  suitable  zeal  and  resolution  for  contributing 
the  utmost  in  their  power  towards  the  accomplishment  of 
the  present  undertaking. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Geneeal  Assembly. — In  consequence 
of  what  I  have  now  mentioned,  I  must  recommend  it  to  yon 
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in  the  most  earnest  maimer  to  make  ample  provision,  and 
that  with  the  greatest  dispatch  70Q  possibly  can,  to  enable 
me  effectually  to  answer  his  Majesty's  expectations  from 
his  loyal  subjects  of  this  Province,  that  we  may  signalize 
ourselves  in  the  part  his  Majesty  expects  we  should  bear 
in  this  intended  service.  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
I  have  now  received  your  resolve  of  the  25th  of  February 
last,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Shirley's  letter  of  the  13th  of  Jan- 
uary preceding,  wherein  you  have  expressed  yourselves 
with  a  becoming  warmth  and  heartiness  that  if  his  most 
gracious  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  undertake  the  expedi- 
tion therein  mentioned,  this  colony  would  cheerfully  contri- 
bute anything  in  its  power  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
such  an  enterprise,  which  leaves  no  room  for  doubt,  as 
you  have  now  the  opportunity  offered,  that  you  will  act 
with  spirit  and  resolution  becoming  the  importance  of  the 
present  occasion.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council. — ^I  am  perfectly  assured 
also  that  you  will  co-operate  with  the  General  Assembly 
with  yo'Jr  usual  ardour  for  his  Majesty's  honor  and  ser- 
vice, and  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  your  part  for  the 
advancement  of  this  common  cause. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  Geneeal  Abs&xbly. — 
I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to 
recommend  the  cultivating  an  union  and  harmony  amongst 
you  upon  a  subject  so  agreeable  to  all  your  inclinations. 
His  Majesty's  paternal  care  of  his  remotest  subjects  has 
been  always  remarkable  during  the  whole  series  of  his 
auspicious  reign,  but  more  eminently  conspicuous  upon  this 


3  The  proposed  expedition  agaiiut  Caiwda  was  the  subject  of  several  kcts 
passed  Jolj  IGtb,  one,  chap.  S31,  ofFered  bounties  to  volunteers  for  the  expe- 
dition; another,  chap-  S32,  Imposed  a  tax  of  forty  thousand  pounds  for  the 
purposes  of  (lie  expedition;  another,  chap.  833,  impressed  "ship  carpenters, 
house  carpenters,  joiners.  sawTera,  and  their  servants  and  all  others,  artificers 
and  laborera  for  the  building  of  battoes,"  and  also  impressed  **  horses,  wsj^ns 
and  all  other  things  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  expedition,"  with  the  utmost 
dispatch,  and  another,  chap.  834,  detached  three  hundred  men  from  Albany  to 
serve  on  the  expedition. 
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important  occaaion ;  and  his  Majesty  having  been  pleased 
to  take  into  hia  royal  oonsideration  the  dangers  these  col- 
onies have  constantly  been  exposed  to  from  the  enoroach- 
ments  and  insolts  of  the  subjects  of  the  French  King,  has 
been  graciously  disposed  to  set  on  foot  an  expedition,  the 
success  whereof  will  free  you  and  your  posterity  from  that 
danger  and  the  heavy  expense  attending  it.  This  instance 
of  his  royal  goodness  and  tenderness  towards  yon  cannot, 
and  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  fail  of  meeting  with  all  dae 
returns  of  duty,  loyalty  and  gratitude. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  6.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  a  number  of 
French  prisoners  had  been  brought  into  the  city,  but  the 
Governor,  thinking  it  not  proper  that  they  should  remain 
in  the  city,  had  sent  them  into  the  conntry,  and  recom- 
mended that  provision  be  made  for  their  subsistence.' 

The  same  day  the  Governor  transmitted  an  extract  from 
a  letter  received  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  relative  to  a 
proposed  expedition  against  French  settlements  in  Canada. 
(See  note  2.) 

June  6.  Thanking  the  Council  and  the  Assembly  for 
their  addresses. 

June  9.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Shirley 
of  Massachusetts  relative  to  an  expedition  against  French 
settlements  in  Canada.    (See  note  2.) 

June  18.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly: 

"As  I  look  upon  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  the 
present  expedition  that  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and 
others  in  alliance  with  and  dependent  upon  them,  should  be 


S  An  act,  chftp.  847,  passed  at  the  next  aesilon,  December  6tb,  for  TWua.Iling 
the  tniopa  on  the  expedition,  made  an  appropriation  for  the  subiiBtence  of  the 
French  priaonen. 
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engaged  with  na  in  the  war,  I  have  with  that  view,  ordered 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  immediately  to  send 
ap  a  message  to  them  to  invite  them  to  meet  me  at  Albany 
on  the  20th  of  next  month;  and,  in  order  to  bring  this  de- 
sign to  effect,  I  am  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  make 
them  snch  presents  as  I  think  may  be  of  nse  for  the  pnr- 
poae;  and  I  think  'tis  proper  likewise,  that  the  Colony 
^ould  make  them  some  additional  present  at  the  same 
time.*  If  yon  are  of  that  opinion,  yon  will  make  timely 
provision  accordingly ;  and  that  my  endeavors  may  be  ren- 
dered yet  more  effectual,  I  have  wrote  to  the  several  Gov- 
ernors to  the  westward,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  and  Connecticut,  recommending  it  to  them  to 
endeavor  that  their  respective  governments  do  bear  their 
proportion  of  the  expense  which  will  attend  the  engaging 
the  Indians  in  the  war,  that  the  joint  inflnenoe  of  these 
colonies  may  be  exerted  for  the  accomplishment  of  an 
event  which  would  greatly  facilitate  the  present  undertak- 
ing, and  give  us  still  further  assurance  of  the  success  of  it; 
and  in  the  interim  tend  madi  to  the  security  of  our 
Northern  frontiers." 

That  the  Indians  may  he  induced  to  join  heartily  with  us, 
I  think  you  should  also  provide  for  proper  encouragement 
for  them ;  and  the  sooner  it  is  known  what  they  are  to  be 
allowed  for  bounty  and  subsistance  the  better. 


4  The  for^  thouHOJid  pound  act,  chap.  832,  paaaed  July  16th,  appropriated 
OD«  hundred  fifty  ponndB  for  the  Oovemor'e  expenaes  on  hia  propoaed  TiBit  to 
Albany  to  meet  the  Indiana. 

■  On  tbe  20tli  of  June,  the  Aaaembly  adopted  the  report  of  a  committee, 
expreising  the  opinion  that  "  this  colony  ihould,  in  common  wiQi  tbe  neighbor- 
ing governments,  bear  a  proportionable  part  of  the  expense  of  fumiehlng  pro- 
viflions  for  BUch  of  the  Six  Tfetiona  of  Indians,  and  of  tboae  in  alliance  with 
them,  oe  will  go  upon  the  expedition  afiainet  Canada."  On  tbe  llth  of  Jolj, 
the  Asaembly  adopted  another  resolution  declining  to  recede  from  tbe  poaition 
taken  by  it  on  the  2Dth  of  June,  but  declaring  that  if  tlie  neighboring  gor- 
emmenta  "  shall  yet  contribute  their  parts  thereof,  this  colony  will  cheer- 
fully bear  ita  proportltm  with  them." 
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As  I  have  had  no  directions  from  hia  Majesty  to  provide 
battoes,  tents,  or  other  particulars,  for  the  intended  ex- 
pedition, (except  anns  and  clothing)  and  as  the  forces  can- 
not proceed  without  tilings  necessary,  I  desire  to  be  speed- 
ily informed  whether  yon  will  make  provision  for  them, 
as  well  for  the  use  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Prov- 
ince, as  for  sn^  of  his  Majesty's  regular  troope  posted 
here  as  I  may  think  proper  to  order  to  march  as  occasion 
may  require.    (See  note  2.) 

Mr.  Collins,  the  Town  Major  of  Albany,  sustains  a  heavy 
and  expensive  duty  in  the  execution  of  that  ofiSce ;  for  which 
I  think  it  proper  and  just  an  annual  allowance  should  be 
made  him,  suitable  to  that  service. 

a  CLINTON." 

Also  transmitting  papers  relating  to  affairs  at  Saratoga. 

July  4.  The  foUowing  message  from  the  Governor  con- 
tains information  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  war : 

"  During  your  late  short  recess,  in  pursuance  of  repre- 
seuiations  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at 
Albany,  and  the  Colonel  of  the  Begiment  there,  I  found  it 
expedient,  and  was  advised  by  his  Majesty's  Coundl,  to 
commissionate  proper  officers  to  raise  a  company  of  volon- 
teers  out  of  the  militia  posted  at  Albany,  to  range  and 
soonr  the  woods  to  prevent  the  enemy  and  their  savages 
penetrating  into  the  country  upon  the  Frontiers,  and  from 
committing  the  like  horrid  murders  and  barbarities  for  the 
fntnre,  which  they  have  of  iate  perpetrated,  and  a  company 
of  100  men  has  been  accordingly  enlisted,  and  (as  I  am 
informed,  from  the  same  hands)  have  been  of  great  serv- 
ice; but  as  the  latter  has  acquainted  me  by  letter  since  his 
return  to  Albany,  that  that  company  refnses  to  continue 
in  that  service  without  an  additional  pay  is  provided  for 
than,  which  indeed  I  promised  to  recommend  to  you  to  do. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


378  Messages  fboh  thb  Gk>VEBiTOB. 

but  it  has  through  harry  of  business  been  thus  long  omitted, 
and  I  hope  you  will  take  care  that  their  pay  shall  be  ade- 
quate to  the  service." 

I  have  very  lately  received  answers  from  Mr.  Goodi, 
Mr,  Thomas  and  Mr.  Law, 'on  the  subject  matter  I  have 
heretofore  acquainted  you  I  wrote  to  the  several  Governors 
of  these  colonies  upon,  namely,  concerning  their  bearing 
respectively  a  proportion  of  the  expaise  which  will  attend 
the  engaging  t^e  Indians  to  take  part  in  the  war,  and  what 
I  aimed  at  principally  was  tonching  the  articles  of  pro- 
visions, with  which  the  warriors  of  those  Nations,  that  go 
upon  the  expedition,  must  necessarily  be  furnished ;  I  shall 
order  copies  of  the  paragraphs  of  these  letters,  relating  to 
this  matter,  to  be  laid  before  yon,  whereby  you  will  find, 
at  least,  as  to  the  two  latter,  that  their  respective  govern- 
ments refuse  to  bear  any  share  of  that  burthen;  and  as  to 
the  former  (as  I  conceive  it  may  be  intended  to  relate  to 
nothing  more  than  a  present  he  intends  to  make  them)  it 
will  remain  then  for  your  consideration  and  care  at  this 
time,  for  a  failure  in  so  material  a  point  may  be  attended 
with  very  bad  consequences.    (See  note  5.) 

As  this  is  the  opinion  of  those  Governments  with  regard 
to  their  bearing  a  proportion  of  the  expense  of  furnishing 
with  provisions  such  Indians  as  engage  in  the  expedition, 
I  apprehend  from  thence  that  they  will  not  engage  to  bear 
a  proportion  of  the  expense  of  provisions  for  such  of  the 
King's  Troops  as  I  shall  judge  requisite  to  send  out  of  the 
Province  upon  this  service;  and  as  the  shortness  of  the 
time  will  not  admit  of  my  waiting  to  know  the  sentiments 
of  the  several  governments  upon  this  article,  I  must  there- 
fore again  recommend  it  to  your  care  and  consideration, 


t  An  Appropriation  to  paj  TKngera  on  the  trontiera  was  made  at  the  next 
Beasion,  by  an  act,  chap.  S47,  paMed  December  6th,  which  provided  for  tbe 
espanM*  of  the  expedition. 
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although  for  want  of  Mb  Majesty's  particnlar  mstractionB, 
I  cannot  as  yet  resolve  upon  the  number. 

I  think  it  proper  likewise,  that  provision  should  be  made 
for  transporting  the  warlike  stores,  siz  pieces  of  cannoOf 
and  the  provisions  designed  for  the  ase  and  snbsiBtence  of 
the  troops  raised  within  ibis  Province,  along  with  the 
army.' 

G.  CLINTON." 

Transmitting  copies  of  several  letters  from  his  Excel- 
lency to  the  Governors  of  the  neighboring  colonies,  relating 
to  their  contributing  towards  the  expense  that  may  attend 
tiie  engaging  the  Indians  in  the  expedition  against  Can- 
ada; together  with  extracts  of  several  letters  in  answer 
thereto;  also  a  letter  from  Col.  Philip  Sdiuyler,  relating  to 
the  frontiers. 

Jnly  8.  The  Assembly  received  the  following  message 
from  the  Governor: 

"  Since  your  resolves  of  the  20th  of  last  month  were 
conunnnicated  to  me,  wherein  among  other  things  yon  de- 
clare yonr  opinion  that  his  Majesty  does  not  expect  this 
colony  should  he  at  the  expense  of  providing  battoes,  tents 
or  any  other  necessaries  requisite  for  the  expedition,  be- 
sides the  particQlars  yon  had  resolved  to  provide  for  in 
the  said  resolve ;  I  am  informed  that  the  neighboring  gov- 
ernments have  resolved  to  advance  all  the  money  (on  the 
faith  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle's  letter,  in  confi- 
dence the  Crown  will  repay  it)  that  shall  be  wanting  for 
transporting  the  troops  they  respectively  raise,  and  for 
every  contingency  that  may  enable  them  to  act  with  such 
vigor  as  may  be  expected  from  them;  and  as  I  am  per- 

lAccoTding  to  a  reMlntloa  adopted  b;  the  Aatembly  JUI7  Uth,  it  wu  not 
deemed  practicable  for  New  York  to  asnune  tbe  entlr«  expenie  conneetad  witii 
the  transportatkni  of  mippUea  along  witli  tlie  a.Tmj. 
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snaded  that  this  Province  (in  return  for  the  many  special 
favors  received  from  the  Crown)  will  not  at  this  time  suffer 
themselves  to  be  outdone  by  any  of  the  nei^boring  gov- 
ernments, in  sach  measures,  as  will  tend  to  facilitate  and 
promote  the  present  expedition,  on  the  success  whereof  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  this  Province  is  more  immediately 
than  any  otber  concerned;  I  must  recommend  it  to  you, 
Gentlemen,  to  advance  the  money  whicb  may  be  requisite 
for  making  the  necessary  preparations  in  the  Province  for 
transporting  the  men  and  artillery  to  be  sent  from  hence, 
and  for  arms,  ammunition,  tents  and  clothing;  and  for  so 
much  of  the  money  as  you  shaU  think  it  is  not  expected  that 
this  Province  is  to  bear  the  charge,  I  shall  give  in  my  bills 
for  repayment  on  the  respective  ofiSces  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  as  relate  to  the  several  materials  to  be  furnished 
on  this  occasion ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  the  more  cheer- 
fully follow  the  example  of  your  neighbors,  because  thereby 
one-third  or  one  quarter  of  the  charge  which  otherwise 
must  fall  on  the  Crown  may  be  saved,  it  beiag  a  common 
observation  that  merchants  take  advantage  of  great  and 
unusual  demands  to  lower  the  exchange  unreasonably,  and 
from  them  only  money  can  be  obtained,  unless  yon  assist 
me  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Gbntlbmen.—  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  cheerfully  con- 
tributing everything  in  your  power  to  ease  the  Crown  of 
the  charge  of  this  expedition,  at  a  time  when  your  mother 
coimtry  bears  the  heaviest  burthens  of  a  most  expensive 
war,  occasioned  by  the  unnatural  troubles  in  Great  Britain, 
and  threatened  invasions  from  abroad.    (See  note  2.) 

I  have  delayed  sending  this  message  in  hopes  of  receiv- 
ing more  particular  directions  in  this  affair  than  as  yet  I 
have;  but  now  the  time  for  the  necessary  preparations  does 
not  admit  of  farther  delay. 

Q.  CUNTON." 
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Jnly  9.  Transmitting  infonnation  received  from  Ad- 
miral Warren  and  Governor  Shirley  relating  to  the  expe- 
dition against  Canada. 

Jnly  13.  After  publishing  the  laws  passed  at  this  ses- 
sion, the  Assembly  adjourned  to  Jnly  29th, 


1746.    OCTOBSS.    TWBNTT-FOUSTH  ASSEWBLT,  FODSTH  SBSSIOH. 


GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

Aftor  several  adjonmments,  the  Assembly  met  for  the 
transaction  of  business  October  13.  The  Assembly  journal 
of  the  17th  contains  the  following: 

"  The  Speaker  from  the  Chair  acquainted  the  House  that 
his  Excellency  had  sent  for  him,  and  acquainted  him  that 
he  had  prepared  a  speech  which  he  intended  to  have  deliv- 
ered to  the  House  himself,  but  that  having  been  seized  with 
a  sudden  indisposition,  he  was  thereby  rendered  unable  to 
do  it,  and  therefore,  desired  the  Speaker  to  lay  it  before 
^e  House,  in  his  name ;  which  being  done,  and  the  Honse 
conceiving  that  manner  of  delivery  to  be  irregular,  took 
the  same  into  their  consideration,  and  were  unanimously  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  unprecedented,  and  contrary  to  the 
usual  course  of  Parliamentary  proceedings ;  but  in  consid- 
eration of  his  Excellency's  indisposition,  and  that  the  dis- 
patch of  business  at  this  extraordinary  conjuncture,  might 
not  be  retarded,  consented  to  accept  and  receive  it,  and  the 
same  being  read,  is  in  the  words  following,  viz:  *' 

Gentlbmen  op  the  Council,  and  Gbneral  Assembly. — 
In  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands,  I  went  in  July 
last  to  Albany  in  order  to  engage  the  Indian  Nations  to 
join  with  us  in  the  expedition  against  Canada.  You  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  b^  disposition  the  Six  Nations  have 
been  in  for  some  time  past,  and  the  Frendi  of  Canada  have 
been  indefatigable  in  using  all  the  artifices  in  their  power 
to  trtrn  that  disposition  to  their  advantage.    It  is  not  then 
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to  be  wondered  at  that  I  met  wih  many  difficulties  in  that 
affair,  but  this  I  hope  will  now  increase  yonr  pleaenre  when 
I  can  assure  you  that  the  Six  Nations  and  the  neighboring 
Indians  have  in  the  most  solenm  manner  joined  with  us  in 
the  war  against  Canada.  Had  the  fleet  from  Great  Britain 
arrived  at  the  time  it  was  expected  the  good  effects  of  the 
treaties  I  had  with  these  Indians  would  have  been  much 
more  manifeet  than  what  can  now  appear,  when  from  unex- 
pected incidents  publicly  known  we  ourselves  have  not  been 
able  to  pursue  any  steady  measures,  and  the  mortality  of 
the  city  of  Albany  having  been  communicated  to  the  Indian 
camp  (it  being  impracticable  to  keep  the  Indians  from  tlie 
town  or  the  inhabitants  from  them)  I  was  obliged  to  dis- 
miss the  Indians  on  their  promise  of  bringing  back  ail  their 
force  at  any  time  I  shall  direct;  however,  I  already  expect 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  feel  in  their  own  country  the 
effect  of  this  meeting.  The  differences  and  disorders 
which  from  some  time  past  have  appeared  among  the  Six 
Nations  I  think  could  not  have  happened  without  some 
neglect  or  misconduct  in  the  management  of  Indian  affairs. 
The  enemy  gained  great  advantages  thereby;  I  must  there- 
fore recommend  this  to  your  consideration,  as  all  the  ad- 
vantages obtained  in  your  late  treaty  with  them  by  much 
assiduity,  and  a  great  expense  may  be  lost  by  neglect  in 
the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  while  a  watchful  and  cunning 
enemy  suffers  no  opportunity  to  slip  of  debauching  their 
minds  and  diverting  their  affections  from  ua. 

When  I  left  this  place  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  freed  from 
the  principal  care  of  the  foroes  intended  to  proceed  by  land 
against  Canada  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gooch,  whom  his 
Majesty  had  appointed  to  command  tbem,  and  who  was 
then  every  day  expected,  but  that  gentleman  having  abso- 
lutely declined  the  service  I  was  obliged  to  tf^e  that  care 
upon  myself. 

After  we  had  been  so  long  disappointed  in  our  expecta- 
ti<ai  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  and  tiiat  uiy  attempts  by 
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sea  seemed  impracticable,  I  concerted  measrires  with  Mr. 
Shirley  and  Mr.  "Warren  to  employ  the  land  forces  to  the 
best  advantage  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers  and  annoy- 
ance of  the  enemy,  but  these  measures  were  disconcerted 
by  the  accounts  received  of  a  fleet  of  ships  being  on  the 
coast  of  Nova  Sootia,  which  was  suspected  to  be  the  Brest 
squadron.  It  then  became  necessary  for  me  to  make  such 
dispositions  of  the  forces  at  Albany  at  I  thought  would 
best  serve  for  the  security  of  this  Province,  and  at  the 
same  time  facilitate  any  enterprise  against  the  en^ny  that 
may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  thought  advisable;  and  I 
have,  before  I  left  Albany,  given  orders  accordingly. 

The  danger  all  the  English  colonies  in  North  America 
are  exposed  to  by  the  arrival  of  a  squadron  of  the  enemy's 
ships  with  a  considerable  land  force,  as  it  is  said,  on  the 
coast  of  Nova  Scotia  requires  oar  attention,  but  I  have  not 
as  yet  received  sufficient  information  to  be  able  to  speak  to 
you  particularly  on  this  head. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. — A  larger  sum 
than  usually  given  for  the  management  of  the  Indian 
affairs  is  at  this  time  necessary,  and  as  by  the  orders  which 
I  have  left  behind  me  at  Albany,  a  winter  camp  is  to  be 
formed  and  several  small  forts  and  block  houses  to  be  built 
for  preserving  the  communication  with  the  army  and  secur- 
ity of  the  frontiers,  a  considerable  expense  must  thereby 
be  occasioned,  estimates  of  which,  so  far  as  I  can  procure 
them,  shall  be  laid  before  you.  Your  own  safety  is  imme- 
diately concerned  in  the  execntion  thereof;  and  as  this 
Province  must  sensibly  feel  the  effects  of  any  misfortune 
that  may  happen,  and  will  likewise  gain  the  greatest  advan- 
tages from  the  snccess  of  any  enterprise  against  Canada, 
I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  cheerfully  contribute  all 
that  is  in  your  power  in  furnishing  the  means  requisite  on 
this  occasion.  You  must  be  sensible  at  what  great  expense 
your  mother  country  supports  the  present  war  against  the 
enemies  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  of  the  Protestant 
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BeligioD,  and  how  mudi  this  expense  has  been  inoreased  by 
a  most  unnatural  rebellion,  which  is  now  happily  sup- 
pressed, and  therefore  how  justly  the  King  must  expect 
of  you  a  liberal  contribntion  to  the  utmost  of  yonr  power. 
When  you  consider  the  great  sums  which  the  Crown  ex- 
pends on  this  expedition,  of  which  you  will  reap  the  choicest 
f raits,  any  parsimony  or  saving  (however  popular  this 
term  may  have  become)  cannot  at  this  time  be  mentioned  in 
your  house  with  prudence  or  decency;  and  I  must  recom- 
mend it  to  you,  that  whatever  expense  you  shall  judge 
necessary  may  be  made  the  least  burthensome  possible, 
especially  to  those  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  QENEBAii  Asbem- 
BLT. — It  is  always  to  be  wished  that  a  perfect  harmony 
may  subsist  between  the  several  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, whidi  never  was  more  necessary  than  now,  as  we  are 
exposed  to  a  powerful,  cruel  and  deceitful  enemy.  Differ- 
ences often  arise  from  imaginary  evils,  and  the  wealmess 
of  human  nature  is  such  that  mankind  are  seldom  free  from 
real  causes  of  mistrust,  but  these  likewise  are  often  ag^a- 
vated  by  the  private  views  of  artful  and  designing  men. 
What  I  shall  propose  to  you  on  this  occasion  is  only  to 
observe  to  you  that  every  branch  of  the  Legislature  ought 
to  keep  strictly  to  our  happy  constitution,  without  anyone 
endeavoring  to  encroach  upon  the  powers  or  privileges  in- 
trusted with  the  others.  When  unhappy  differences  have 
arisen  in  our  mother  country,  from  an  imprudent  or  wan- 
ton stretch  of  power  in  any  one  of  the  parts  of  government, 
a  cure  has  been  attempted  by  throwing  an  overmeasure  of 
that  power  into  some  other  part,  by  which  the  balance  be- 
tween the  several  parts  of  government  has  been  destroyed. 
The  cure  became  worse  than  the  disease,  whereby  confusion 
and  calamity  always  ensued,  till  the  balance  was  again  re- 
stored. I  am  told  that  something  of  the  like  nature  has 
more  than  once  happened  in  this  government;  let  ns  then 
guard  against  such  mischiefs,  and  let  us  resolve  to  show 
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by  our  actions,  as  well  as  by  words,  that  we  understand  and 
love  the  English  constitution,  and  thereby  convince  each 
other  of  the  sincerity  of  our  intentions  for  the  good  of  our 
country,  and  then  I  make  no  doubt  all  of  us  shall  enjoy  the 
pleasures  which  necessarily  arise  from  the  good  effects  of 
such  a  resolution. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  18.    Transmitting  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Col.  John  Boberts  dated  at  Albany  the  6th  of  October,  1746. 

October  23.    The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly: 

"When  you  resolved  to  find  provision  for  the  forces 
raised  in  this  Province  for  the  expedition  against  Canada, 
it  was  thought  that  you  was  at  the  same  time  resolved  to 
bear  all  the  charges  incident  thereto,  of  which  the  carriage 
of  the  Provisions  with  the  army  is  part,  and  this  opinion 
seems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  express  words  of  the  act, 
whereby  the  Commissioners  are  directed  to  deliver  the  pro- 
visions to  the  several  captains  of  the  companies  levied  in 
this  Province;  it  then  follows  that  the  Provisions  are  to 
be  carried  to  such  places  where  the  Captains  with  their 
Companies  shall  be  on  duty,  and  there  delivered  to  them 
from  time  to  time  in  such  proportions  as  they  may  dis- 
tribute them  among  the  men ;  otherwise  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable for  the  Captains  to  take  care  of  the  provisions  for 
their  several  companies  as  by  the  act  seems  to  be  intended, 
by  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  from  the  Conmiis- 
sioners  refusing  to  deliver  the  provisions  otherwise  than  at 
Albany;  the  execution  of  the  orders  which  I  had  given  in 
pursuance  of  the  measures  for  operation,  concerted  with 
Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Warren,  has  been  so  far  retarded  that 
they  may  now  perhaps  become  impracticable  by  the  season 
of  the  year. 
2S 
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Oentisuen.—  I  most  on  this  occasion  tell  yon  that  the 
provisions  for  the  army  are  so  neceBsary  a  part  of  all  war- 
like enterprises  that  any  defect  or  obstraction  in  the  daily 
supply  of  them  may  defeat  the  best  c(mcerted  measures; 
and  that  if  the  provisions  for  the  army  are  not  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  Qeneral  or  Commanding  Officer,  it  is  in  the 
power  of  those  Persons  who  have  the  directions  of  furnish- 
ing provisions  to  defeat  any  enterprise;  I  must  therefore 
recommend  it  to  you  to  amend  the  former  act  in  such 
manner  that  the  service  for  which  these  provisions  are 
destined  may  not  suffer,  but  be  rather  promoted  and  made 
easy ;  and  for  this  purpose,  that  you  will  provide  for  trans- 
porting the  provisions  along  with  the  forces;  and  as  I  have 
ordered  part  of  the  four  independent  companies  of  regular 
troops  to  go  with  the  other  forces  levied  in  this  Province,  I 
must  desire  that  you  will  put  them  (as  to  provisions)  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  other  forces. 

As  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  of  this  Province 
has  informed  me  that  1380  men  have  appeared  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  that  the  Commissioners  for  paying  the  addi- 
tional bounty  of  forty  shillings,  and  a  blanket,  to  such  as 
shall  appear  there,  have  only  received  two  thousand  four 
hundred  pounds  for  that  purpose;  and  that  this  deficiency 
may  occasion  desertions  and  disorders  among  the  soldiers ; 
I  must  recommend  it  to  you,  the  making  np  this  deficiency, 
and  that  you  will  likewise  furnish  blankets  for  such  of  the 
regular  troops  as  shall  be  employed  in  the  same  service 
with  the  forces  levied  for  the  expedition  against  Canada.' 
G.  CLINTON." 

November  10.  In  a  message  replying  in  part  to  a  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Assembly  on  the  5th,  relative  to  the 


1  An  additional  appropiidtioa  for  bonntiei  Wks  made  bf  an  act,  chap.  M7, 
passed  December  0th,  providing  further  supplies  for  the  expedition  to  Canada. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


asoBOE  Clinton,  1746.  387 

eondnet  of  the  war,  the  Govemor,  after  considering  several 
details  already  BnbBtantially  included  in  previous  mes- 
sages, said:. 

"  Now,  Qentlemen,  I  think  this  is  an  occasion  on  which 
I  may  be  allowed  to  tell  you  that  within  these  six  months 
last  past  I  have  gone  through  more  difficulties,  I  have  had 
less  assistance,  and  I  have  done  more  for  this  Province, 
than  I  believe  any  Governor  of  New  York  before  me ;  I  feel 
in  my  own  breast  my  zeal  for  my  King  and  my  Country's 
service;  and  therefore,  I  can  with  pleasure  lay  the  account 
of  my  administration  at  hia  Majesty's  feet. 

In  the  meantime,  1  shall  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  be 
careful  of  ihe  rights  and  liberties  of  every  man  under  my 
government;  I  shall  be  more  especially  careful  of  the  pres- 
ervation of  your  privileges ;  and  at  the  same  time,  to  pre- 
serve that  part  of  his  Majesty's  authority  which  he  has 
intrusted  me  with. " 

November  24.  The  Assembly,  having  adopted  on  the 
8th  a  series  of  resolutions  criticising  the  action  of  certain 
military  officers  in  reference  to  the  provisions  intended  for 
the  army  on  the  expedition  against  Canada,  the  Governor 
replied  with  considerable  detail,  defending  the  officers,  and 
assuring  the  Assembly  that  everything  had  been  done 
either  according  to  his  orders,  or  under,  the  authority  of 
the  statute.  He  refused  to  comply  with  the  Assembly's 
request  to  direct  the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute  certain 
officers,  but  said  he  would  lay  the  whole  matter  before  the 
King,  and  obey  hia  orders. 

A  view  of  one  of  the  customs  of  the  time  appears  from 
the  Governor's  statement  that  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  expedition  had  complained  to  him  that  there  was  a  de- 
ficiency "  of  rum  sent  to  Albany  for  our  levies." 

The  situation  growing  out  of  the  differences  between  the 
Governor  and  the  Assembly  soon  became  somewhat  acute, 
as  appears  from  the  following  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Assembly  on  the  26th  of  Novanber; 

"  Resolved,  That  the  answer  returned  by  his  ExceUency 
to  the  resolutions  of  this  Honse  of  the  8th  instant,  is  in  no 
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respect  satisfactory;  and  that  this  House  cannot,  in  faith- 
fulness to  the  people  they  represent,  pass  any  bill  for  a 
further  allowance  for  provisions  for  the  forces  raised  on 
the  expedition  against  Canada,  whilst  the  notorious  abases 
committed  in  such  as  have  been  already  provided,  are 
openly  avowed  and  encouraged. 

That  whoever  advised  his  Excellency  to  return  such  an 
answer,  have  endeavored  to  create  jealousies  and  dissen- 
sions among  the  several  branches  of  the  Legislature;  have 
encouraged  a  manifest  breach  of  the  laws  of  this  Colony, 
and  are  enemies  to  the  Constitution  thereof. 

That  as  soon  as  proper  assurances  shall  be  given  that 
the  abuses  committed  in  respect  to  the  provisions  already 
provided  for  the  subsistence  of  the  forces  raised  on  the  ex- 
pedition against  Canada,  shall  be  effectually  prevented, 
this  House  will  cheerfully  pass  a  bill  for  a  further  ample 
allowance  for  the  subsistence  of  the  said  forces ;  and  that 
until  such  assurances  be  given,  this  House  cannot,  in  justice 
to  the  people  tiiey  represent,  proceed  upon  any  business 
whatsoever." 

November  28.  The  Governor,  after  espressing  his  re- 
gret that  his  former  message  had  not  been  satisfactory  to 
the  Assembly,  said : 

"  I  shall  only  add  that  I  expect  the  provisions  shall  be 
delivered  out  as  the  service  requires,  agreeable  to  the 
engagements  you  are  under  for  the  sustenance  of  the  troops 
raised  within  this  Province;  then  nothing  that  has  hap- 
pened, can  or  shall  happen  again. 

I  farther  assure  you  that  all  possible  care  shall  be  had 
of  the  provisions,  and  that  an  exact  account  shall  be  laid 
before  you  of  all  that  has  been  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
said  troops;  and  I  think  you  cannot  expect  from  me  any 
other  assuirances  than  what  I  have  now  given."' 

November  29.  Transmitting  accounts  presented  by  the 
sheriffs  of  Queens  and  Kings  counties  for  the  subsistence 
of  French  prisoners,' 

lAn  act,  chap.  847,  was  passed  December  6th,  making  additional  proTision 
for  the  expedition. 

B  Hie  claims  for  subaiBtence  fumiahed  to  French  prisoners  were  provided  for, 
and  their  payment  directed  bj  the  act,  chap.  847,  paaaed  December  6th,  making 
additional  proviaion  for  the  expedition  agaioEt  Canada. 
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December  2.  The  Governor  Bent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly: 

"  By  the  act  for  giving  a  reward  for  sncb  scalps  and 
prisoners  of  the  Enemy,  as  shall  be  taken  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  (or  Indians  in.  alliance  with)  this  colony,  there  is 
Bo  mention  made  in  relation  to  females ;  and  as  a  party  of 
the  Six  Nations  have  now  taken  (among  some  males)  three 
girls  prisoners,  and  scalped  one  woman,  I  mnst  recommend 
it  to  yon,  to  make  provision  for  them,  in  like  proportion 
with  the  males,  on  this  and  other  occasions,  as  an  encour- 
agement to  the  Indians;  since  this  is  a  plain  instance  of 
their  being  heartily  entered  into  the  War  against  onr  cmel 
enemy,  the  French,* 

The  Senekas  and  Onondaga  nations  applied  to  me  at 
Albany  for  smiths  to  reside  in  their  castles,  and  I  have  sent 
np  one  to  each  Nation,  viz.  John  Abeel  for  seven  months, 
to  the  Senekas,  and  Byer  Bowen,  for  six  months  to  the 
Onondagas,  according  to  the  agreements  and  charges  here- 
with laid  before  yon,  which  I  desire  yon  will  provide  for. 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  present  contractor  for  furnishing  the  gar- 
rison of  Oswego  with  provisions,  informs  me  that  the  allow- 
ance by  you  given  is  twenty-four  pounds  short  of  the  usual 
allowance;  and  as  he  has  undertaken  to  supply  that  gar- 

<Th«  policy  of  giving  rewards  for  sca]p«  was  expressed  in  an  act,  cbap.  819, 
p«Med  FebruBij  27,  1746,  relative  to  this  subject.    The  preamble  declared  that 

"  Whereas  the  Cruel  &  Barbarous  Practice  of  Scalping  our  Inhabitants  baa 
been  begun  t  carried  od  bj  tbe  French  t  Indiana  in  tbeir  Alliance,  This  Colon; 
find  themselves  under  the  absolute  necessitj  in  HetaliaUon  to  Purane  the  same 
Uethods  and  to  Enoouiuge  the  Sis  Nations  of  Indians  to  Enter  Vigorously  into 
the  WAR." 

Th«  statute  offered  a  reward  of  ten  pounds  for  the  scalp  of  a  mile  person 
abore  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  twenty  pounds  if  such  person  were  taken 
prisoner.  like  nwards  of  five  pounds  and  t«n  pounds  were  offered  if  the 
perscHi  scalped  or  taken  prisoner  was  under  the  age  of  sixteen.  These  pro- 
Tislona  were  deemed  to  be  in  force  from  "  tbe  commenoement  of  that  inhunuu 
pmetiee  of  scalping  begun  by  the  enen^  lately  at  Saratoga." 
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rison  in  time  of  war,  without  any  other  expense  to  the 
Province  than  in  time  of  peace,  I  hope  you  will  make  good 
this  deficiency.' 

Prom  the  informations  I  had  of  the  enemy,  when  at 
Albany,  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  making  good  some  de- 
fects in  the  walls  of  the  fort  there,  which  was  thought  de- 
fenceless in  case  it  should  be  attacked,  the  expense  of  which 
I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you,  that  you  may  make 
provision  for  it,  payable  to  myself,  having  already  dis- 
charged that  account  on  the  credit  of  the  Province.* 

G.  CUNTON." 

December  6.  The  Governor  prorogued  the  Assembly  to 
the  13th  of  January. 


1747.    HASCB.    TWXHTT-FOURTH  ASSEHBLT,  FIFTH  SESSIOIT. 


GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 
After  several  prorogations  the  Assembly  met  March  24, 
and  the  next  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbnixbhen  of  the  CotTNCiL  AND  Genebal  Assbhblt. — ■ 
I  have  delayed  calling  you  together  till  this  time  in  hopes 
of  receiving  his  Majesty's  commands,  and  thereby  to  have 
been  enabled  to  speak  more  explicitly  to  you  with  respect 
to  the  expedition  against  Canada  than  I  can  at  present. 

But  the  season  of  year  ia  already  so  far  advanced  that 
it  is  become  necessary  to  make  preparation  without  delay, 
for  posting  and  employing  the  forces  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  be  most  useful,  for  the  security  of  our  frontiers, 


■  Tlie  deficiency  in  the  allowtiiiM  for  proriaions  at  Oswego  Wfts  proWded  for 
by  «Ti  act,  chap.  S49,  passed  April  29,  1747,  to  furoish  additional  supplies  for 
the  expedition  against  Canada. 

*6t  the  act  cited  in  the  lust  not«,  the  Governor  was  reimbursed  for  the 
t  tncnrred  in  Tcpalrlng  the  fort  at  Albany. 
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and  the  execution  of  any  enterprise  that  shall  be  thought 
proper  for  annoyance  of  the  enemy. 

I  sent  Col.  Boberts  to  Boston  to  concert  measures  with 
Governor  Shirley  for  this  purpose,  which  is  done  accord- 
ingly. 

I  have  likewise  retained  the  Mohawk  Indians  from  bunt- 
ing, that  they  may  be  ready  on  any  occasion  for  service, 
and  have  used  my  best  endeavors  among  the  other  Five 
Nations  to  preserve  them  in  the  good  disposition  in  which 
they  were  after  my  last  treaty  with  them  at  Albany,  and  to 
have  them  in  readiness  upon  every  occasion  in  which  they 
can  be  of  service. 

Parties  of  Indians  with  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Province  are  gone  and  going  out  witb  design  to  intercept 
any  of  the  enemy  that  may  be  abroad  near  our  frontiers, 
and  to  range  the  woods  in  all  places  where  they  may  espect 
to  meet  with  any  of  the  enemy. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Gbnebal  Assembly. — You  know  that 
provision  is  only  made  for  victualling  the  troops  levied  in 
this  Province  to  the  first  day  of  May;  I  must  earnestly 
recommend  to  you  the  making  further  provision  for  this 
purpose.' 

I  have,  with  very  great  expense  and  charge  to  the  Crown, 
and  without  any  charge  or  burthen  on  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  secured  the  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations 
of  Indians,  and  of  the  nations  dependent  on  them.  I  have 
likewise  at  the  same  expense  and  diarge  received  hopes  of 
joining  some  other  of  the  more  western  nations  of  Indians 
in.  the  war  against  the  French,  and  who  were  formerly  in 
the  French  interest.  I  think  it  may  tend  much  to  his 
Majesty's  service,  the  secnrity  of  all  the  English  colonies 
in  North  America,  but  more  particularly  to  the  security  of 
this  Province,  and  the  success  of  any  enterprise  that  may 


1  Tbia  recommendation  for  additioiw]  provitiona  for  the  troops  wu  embodied 
in  an  act,  chap.  848,  paaied  April  89th,  making  an  additional  appropriation  for 
■  of  the  expedition  against  Canada. 
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hereafter  be  undertaken  against  the  conunon  enemy,  that 
this  good  disposition  among  all  the  Indian  nations  in  amity 
with  ns  be  confirmed  and  established  by  all  the  means  in 
oar  power.  For  this  purpose,  I  propose  to  go  as  early  as 
possible  to  Albany,  and  I  hope  you  will  think  it  ineombent 
on  you  to  contribnte  as  largely  as  the  drcnmstances  of  the 
Province  will  permit  towards  the  expense  that  must  neces- 
sarily attend  this  service.* 

Among  other  things  which  are  concerted  with  Governor 
Shirley,  two  forts  are  to  be  built  at  the  carrying  place 
towards  Crown  Point  for  security  of  the  magazines  and 
stores  and  of  our  frontiers  and  forces  on  several  emer- 
gencies that  may  arise,  and  a  body  of  men  from  the  sev- 
eral colonies  are  (as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit)  to  be 
encamped  there  for  the  more  secure  and  effectual  carrying 
on  of  these  works  and  other  services;  and  as  no  directions 
are  arrived  from  his  Majesty  or  his  Ministera  for  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  any  part  of  the  expedition  against  Can- 
ada, it  is  proposed  tiiat  the  immediate  expense  of  these 
services  be  at  the  charge  of  the  several  colonies  who  have 
levied  forces  for  the  expedition  against  Canada,  according 
to  the  rates  and  quotas  which  were  agreed  upon  by  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of  this  Province,  who  attended 
me  at  Albany,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Government 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  presented  to  me  at  Albany 
as  a  reasonable  proposal  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  colonies  for  their  respective  approbation. 

Governor  Shirley  assures  me  that  he  will  promote  this 
service  as  much  as  it  is  in  his  power. 

As  this  tends  more  immediately  to  the  security  and 
safety  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  I  expect  that  you  will 
set  a  good  example  to  the  other  colonies  by  your  cheerful 
contribution  towards  the  expense  of  it;  and  this  I  must 
desire  you  to  do  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  I  cannot  so 

>The  act  lait  cited,  chap.  84S,  appropriated  one  hundred  and  fifty  ponnda 
for  the  Qovemor's  expenses  on  his  proposed  "  Toyage  "  to  Albany. 
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much  BE  desire  the  concnrrence  of  the  other  governments 
till  I  am  assured  of  yours.  I  shall  order  the  proposal  of  the 
rates  and  quotas  as  it  was  delivered  to  me  at  Albany  to  be 
laid  before  yon.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gekbeal  Assembly. — 
I  shall  offer  no  other  business  to  your  consideration  at  this 
time,  because  the  nature  of  the  service  to  which  I  desire 
your  assistance  requires  the  greatest  dispatch,  and  besides, 
the  meeting  of  the  Indians  which  seems  to  me  requisite  to 
be  without  delay,  the  present  state  of  the  new  levies  and 
other  services  require  my  presence  at  Albany  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

This,  therefore,  must  be  a  short  session,  but  you  shall 
meet  again  as  soon  as  these  pressing  affairs  will  permit, 
when  you  may  have  time  to  consider  whatever  may  be 
proper  for  the  good  of  the  Province;  if  anything  else  shall 
oecar  necessary  for  your  present  consideration  besides 
what  I  have  now  laid  before  you,  I  shall  communicate  it  to 
you  by  message. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  1.  Transmitting  an  estimate,  dated  August  22, 
1746,  of  the  extraordinary  charges  for  attacking  the  fort 
at  Crown  Point.  The  estimate  was  the  result  of  a  con- 
ference with  the  Massachusetts  commissioners. 

April  3.  The  Assembly  received  the  following  message 
from  the  Governor: 

"As  yon  had  last  year  made  no  provision  for  the  ex^ 
poise  of  outsconts  and  rangers  of  the  woods,  my  compas* 
sion  for  the  inhabitants  exposed  to  the  cruelties  of  a  bar- 
barous enemy,  made  me,  while  I  was  at  Albany,  send  out 
parties,  both  of  Indians  and  Christians,  at  the  expense  of 

>  Acta  wen  paMed  at  the  next  MBaion  prariding  for  th«  ■nbaiatence  of  toI- 
nntaan,  chap,  853,  and  appropriating  twenty-eight  thoiuuid  pounds  for  tha 
•spoditicm  agkinrt  Canada,  chap.  854. 
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the  Crown;  the  then  present  necessity  made  me  presume 
on  his  Majesty's  gracious  allowance  of  this  expense,  bnt 
I  dare  not  venture  further  now  that  you  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  providing  for  it;  and  therefore  I  mast,  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  recommend  to  you,  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
pense of  keeping  a  sufiBcient  number  of  out^scouts  and 
rangers  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,  bb  there  will  be 
an  absolute  neceesity  of  marching  all  the  forces  soon  from 
thence;  and  as  a  further  inducement  to  you,  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  petition  to  me  from  the  freeholders  and  inhabit- 
ants of  Kinderhook,  to  this  purpose. 

G.  CLINTON." 

The  Kinderhook  petition  accompanied  the  message.  It 
set  forth  the  defenceless  condition  of  that  place,  and 
prayed  that  fifty  men  might  be  assigned  to  the  garrison 
there,  and  fifty  men  for  out-scouts.    (See  note  4.) 

April  10.  Transmitting  accounts  of  Gyabert  Vanden- 
bergh,^  and  Captain  Edward  Hart*  for  expenses  incurred 
in  the  war. 

April  24.  The  Assembly  having  requested  the  Governor 
to  give  directions  that  one  hundred  men  of  the  new  levies 
be  employed  to  range  and  scour  the  woods  in  the  county 
of  Albany  for  the  greater  security  of  the  frontiers,  the 
Assembly  agreeing  to  make  an  allowance  of  one  shilling 
per  diem  for  each  man  in  addition  to  the  pay  received  from 
the  King,  tiie  Governor  said : 

"  I  must  inform  you  that  while  I  was  last  at  Albany  I 
could  not  persuade  any  of  that  county  to  go  out  to  range 
the  woods  at  less  than  three  shillings  a  day,  and  provision, 
though  it  was  to  defend  themselves,  their  near  relations, 

■  The  Van  Deubergti  clkim  wu  provided  for  by  an  appropriation  to  the  QoT' 
enwr  in  the  act  last  cited,  cbap.  848. 

*  The  Hart  claim  waa  provided  for  by  an  act,  chap.  BG4,  pasaed  April  D, 
1748,  making  prorialon  for  leveral  Mrricei  tor  the  defence  and  Ncnritj  of 
the  (rontiera. 
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neighbors,  and  their  states.  The  reason  given  for  iMfl 
was  that  thi£  kind  of  service  is  so  expensive  in  the  wear- 
ing of  shoes,  and  other  apparel,  while  they  are  obliged  to 
march  thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day,  on  the  track  or  pursuit 
of  the  enemies'  shnlldng  parties,  as  it  may  happen,  throng^ 
brush,  and  thick  swamps;  through  water,  and  over  rocks 
and  hills,  that  the  expense  of  apparel  would  at  least  amount 
to  that  sum.  The  New  Levies  there  will  think  themselves 
hardly  dealt  with,  and  no  doubt  they  would  be,  to  be  sent 
on  this  service  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  a  day,  since  the 
extraordinary  wearing  of  apparel  most  go  out  of  that  sum; 
besides  this,  the  New  Levies  cannot  be  sent  under  any  com- 
mand but  of  their  own  officers,  and  no  proposal  is  made  for 
defraying  the  extraordinary  expense  of  the  officers,  nor  for 
their  encouragement  under  snch  fatiguing  service/ 

But,  Oentlemen,  as  these  resolves  are  introduced  with  an 
assertion,  that  the  new  levies  have  remained  hitherto  unem- 
ployed, and  are  so  much  of  a  piece  with  some  other  things 
that  have  come  from  you;  I  find  myself  under  a  necessity 
of  laying  before  you  a  view  of  my  past  conduct,  with  re- 
spect to  the  care  of  the  frontiers  since  the  time  that  any 
of  the  new  levies  marched  to  Albany,  and  my  own  going 
thither. 

The  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  TTnited  Lidian  Na- 
tions seemed  to  every  man  to  be  of  the  greatest  oonse- 
qnence  to  the  safety  of  all  the  British  Northern  colonies 
and  to  the  success  of  the  e^)edition  intended  against  Can- 
ada; with  what  difficulty  and  with  what  charge  to  the 
Crown  this  was  done  is  well  known,  and  though  it  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  safety  of  this  Province,  it 
was  done  without  any  charge  to  the  people  of  it. 

'  An  act,  clMp.  848,  paiMd  April  ZMh,  proTid«d  for  the  p«7niant  of  oh  Itna- 
died  rftngera,  tittj  to  be  employed  on  the  eut  aids  of  Hudion  BItst  ia  th» 
eoaaij  of  Albany,  and  tSij  on  tbe  weet  aide. 
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At  the  same  time,  the  care  of  providing  everything 
necessary  for  the  marching  of  the  forces,  viz.  arms,  am- 
monition,  clothing,  tents,  battoes,  and  all  the  ntensils  neces- 
sary for  a  camp  and  mardi,  fell  upon  me ;  all  this  was  done 
at  the  expense  of  the  Crown,  without  any  charge  to  this 
Province,  and  with  great  advantage  to  the  private  interest 
of  many  in  it;  this  unavoidably  took  np  a  great  part  of  the 
summer ;  and  though  at  that  time  I  was  thus  engaged  in  a 
mnltiplicity  of  business,  and  had  my  cares  and  thoughts 
diversified  by  a  variety  of  unexpected  incidents  and  dis- 
appointments, during  the  time  of  an  extraordinary  sickness 
(which  I  had  my  share  of)  and  mortality  at  Albany,  I  did 
not  neglect  the  care  of  the  Frontiers ;  I  sent  parties  of  In- 
diana as  far  as  Crown  Point  and  Sacrament  Lake  for 
intelligence;  and  to  intercept  the  enemy's  parties,  I  sent 
out  the  Captains  Langdon  and  Tyebout,  severally,  with  par- 
ties of  the  new  levies ;  for  the  same  purpose,  I  sent  likewise 
Capt.  Staats,  with  a  party  of  chosen  men,  of  the  new  levies 
at  Albany,  such  as  he  thought  the  fittest  for  the  occasion, 
to  range  the  woods  with  a  nnmber  of  Indians  that  were 
joined  with  them  likewise  at  the  expense  of  the  Crown. 

It  is  needless  to  tell  you  by  what  means  any  enterprise 
against  Canada  last  year  became  impracticable,  otherwise 
than  by  sending  parties  of  Indians  to  harrass  them,  which 
was  done  with  success.  Immediately  after  the  thoughts  of 
any  kind  of  expedition  against  Canada  were  laid  aside  for 
that  season,  I  gave  orders  for  posting  the  new  levies  in  such 
manner,  as  by  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  might 
tend  most  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers,. and  at  the  same 
time  forward  any  enterprise  for  annoyance  of  the  enemy 
that  should  be  thought  proper  as  the  season  of  the  year 
would  permit.  For  this  purpose,  I  gave  orders  to  fortify  a 
camp,  capable  of  containing  500  men  at  least,  at  or  near 
the  Carrying-Place.  This  I  thought  might  serve  two  good 
purposes.  Ist,  As  all  the  enemy's  parties  make  their  incur- 
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uons  on  onr  frontiers  b7  this  pass,  it  would  be  difficult  for 
them  to  pass  without  being  discovered  either  in  their  go- 
ing or  returning,  and  that  probably  they  must  be  inter- 
cepted by  such  a  number  of  men  posted  there;  next,  it 
would  afterwards  serve  as  a  security  for  the  magazines 
and  stores  for  the  forces  that  shall  at  any  time  be  employed 
by  land  against  Canada;  and  it  is  agreed  by  all,  whom  I 
beard  speak  on  this  subject,  that  this  is  the  fittest  place 
for  both  these  purposes.  The  Forces  did  march  for  this 
end,  but  by  the  unexpected  interruption  in  the  provisions 
for  the  men  who  were  to  cover  the  works  while  they  were 
erecting,  and  to  defend  the  place  after  it  was  erected,  and 
other  difficulties  thrown  In  the  way,  this  work  (though  in 
my  opinion)  absolutely  necessary,  was  laid  aside;  and  the 
officers  who  had  the  command  were,  by  the  cold  weather 
which  came  on,  forced  to  take  up  with  the  old  fort  at 
Saraghtoga,  only  enlarging  it  and  making  new  defences  to 
it;  though  by  all  the  informations  which  I  had  of  that  place, 
it  ia  the  most  disadvantageonsly  situated  that  anything  of 
the  kind  can  be,  as  it  cannot  serve  for  any  of  the  purposes 
which  I  had  in  view  by  the  fortified  camp  at  the  Carrying- 
Place,  and  is  so  overlooked  by  hills,  covered  with  woods, 
that  the  enemy's  skulking  parties  can  discover  every  mo- 
tion in  the  fort,  by  the  lowness  of  the  ground,  and  the 
watery  swamps  round  it;  it  has  always  been  unhealthy,  and 
has  brought  on  a  continued  sickness  in  every  garrison  that 
has  been  placed  in  it;  the  event  has  on  too  many  occasions 
proved  the  truth  of  these  things. 

In  pursuance  of  my  orders,  one  company  of  the  new  lev- 
ies was  posted  at  the  Mohawk  Castle  for  their  security; 
another  company  betwixt  that  and  Schenectady;  two  com- 
panies at  Schenectady;  one  on  each  side  of  the  river; 
three  companies  at  Cannestagayune;  four  companies  at  the 
Half  Moon ;  two  companies  at  Schatakook ;  and  three  com- 
panies, besides  detachments,  from  the  others  at  Saragh- 
titga;  so  that  there  were  garrisons  of  the  new  levies  in  a 
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line,  from  east  to  west,  cross  the  Northern  Frontiers  of  thiB 
Province,  in  every  place  where  a  number  of  men  could  be 
placed  with  safely  in  the  winter  season;  the  rest  of  the 
forces  were  kept  in  and  round  the  city  of  Albany,  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  for  the  defence  of  that  important  place 
for  your  safety,  and  at  all  places  by  which  the  enemy  can 
approach  to  it. 

I  was  sensible  that  some  other  places  ought  to  have  been 
secured  by  erecting  small  forts  in  them ;  and  I  proposed  to 
have  done  it,  but  as  you  absolutely  refused  to  contribute 
to  any  other  expense  besides  furnishing  provisions  for  the 
new  levies,  I  could  not  put  the  Crown  to  an  expense,  the 
charge  of  which  you  did  not  think  necessary  for  your  own 
safety. 

I  kept  the  Mohawk  Indians  (as  I  told  you  in  my  speech) 
from  going  out  to  hunt,  and  sent  likewise  among  the  other 
Five  Nations  to  keep  them  in  readiness  to  join  us;  one 
party  of  Indians  are  gone  out,  some  other  parties  were  some 
time  since  preparing  to  go ;  by  these  means  I  hope  to  force 
the  French  to  keep  some  of  those  parties  at  home  to  defend 
themselves,  by  which  they  have  so  cruelly  treated  the  in- 
habitants of  our  Frontiers:  and  this  is  done  without  any 
expense  to  this  Province. 

I  sent  Colonel  Eoberts  to  his  Excellency,  Governor  Shir- 
ley, to  consult  and  concert  measures  with  him  on  what  may 
be  proper  to  be  done,  till  such  time  as  more  particular  di- 
rections should  come  from  his  Majesty.  It  gave  me  some 
pleasure  to  find  that  what  I  had  projected  for  building  a 
fort  at  the  Carrying-Place,  was  thought  so  necessary  for 
the  ends  for  which  I  intended  it,  that  some  of  the 
neighboring  colonies  appeared  willing  to  contribute  a  share 
towards  the  expense;  no  one  doubting  that  as  the  security 
of  this  Province  is  more  immediately  concerned,  you  would 
readily  set  a  good  example  to  the  others.  It  was  for  that 
reason  agreed  that  I  should,  in  the  first  place,  propose  it 
to  you;  in  doing  this  I  avoided  everything  that  I  thought 
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could  give  any  handle  to  renew  the  differences  that  had  ap- 
peared last  fall.  What  return  I  have  had  to  all  this  care  of 
the  people  of  this  Province,  I  shall  leave  to  you  their  Eep- 
resentatives  to  judge,  and  to  consider  what  the  neighboring 
colonies  must  think  on  this  occasion. 

Your  declining  every  expense  that  seems  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  British  Colonies  in  North  America,  and 
the  well-being  of  this  Province  at  this  time,  and  the  disres- 
pectful behavior  to  me  (such  as  was  never  shown  to  any 
Qovemor-in-Chief  before  me  in  this  place)  must  give  such 
conceptions  to  strangers,  or  to  those  unacquainted  with  the 
true  state  of  affairs,  that  I  am  laid  under  a  necessity, 
from  the  common  justice  which  every  man  owes  to  him- 
self, to  speak  out  some  things  which  otherwise  I  should 
have  thought  prudent  to  conceal,  but  more  especially  be- 
cause any  disrespect  shown  to  me  in  my  station  must  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  world  be  taken  as  a  disrespect 
to  the  fountain  from  whence  I  have  the  honor  to  derive  my 
authority  over  this  Province. 

Gentlemen. — You  cannot  be  ignorant  that  many  in  this 
Province,  and  all  the  neighboring  colonies,  are  persuaded 
that  the  principal  traders  and  the  richest  men  in  Albany 
do  not  wish  well  to  the  success  of  any  expedition  against 
Canada ;  and  this  from  a  view  which  a  few  men  of  consider- 
able estates  and  influence  by  their  family  relations,  have  to 
their  private  advantage  gained  by  a  trade  with  Canada, 
and  is  always  most  advantageous  in  time  of  war  with 
Prance,  and  which  for  the  common  good  I  have  effectually 
stopped ;  I  must  therefore  tell  you  that  I  am  suspicious  that 
all  the  difficulties  I  met  with  in  my  treating  with  the  In- 
dians and  engaging  them  heartily  in  the  war,  arose  chiefly 
from  this  source;  for  if  these  men  could  have  prevented  the 
Lidians  joining  in  the  war,  and  could  have  prevailed  on 
them  to  declare  for  a  neutrality,  they  hoped  to  lay  me  under 
a  necessity  of  falling  into  the  same  measures;  for  the  same 
purpose,  all  the  difficulties  that  could  be  contrived,  without 
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an  open  declaration  of  their  intentions,  were  laid  in  the  way 
of  every  preparation  that  became  necessary  for  the  euccess 
of  any  enterprise  against  Canada;  this  scheme  there  is 
some  reason  to  believe  was  in  concert  with  the  Governor 
of  Canada,  from  a  message  which  he  sent  to  the  Six  Na- 
tions at  the  time  of  my  last  treaty  with  them,  wherein  he 
tells  them  that  he  took  pity  of  their  brethren  at  Albany, 
and  would  from  that  time  turn  his  Indians  from  that 
place  on  their  most  inveterate  enemies  of  New  England. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  poor  people  of  the  County  of  Al- 
bany, exposed  to  a  merciless  enemy,  should  with  some  pleas- 
ure entertain  any  scheme  by  which  they  could  hope  to  be 
freed  from  such  cruelties,  though  they  be  loyal  aubjects,  and 
abhor  the  beneficial  part  of  it  by  tirade  with  the  enemy;  but 
I  hope  yon  have  too  much  sense  of  your  duty,  and  percep- 
tion of  the  misdievious  consequences  of  such  a  scheme,  in 
any  manner  (now  I  have  laid  it  open  before  you)  to  con- 
tribute toward  the  suoeess  of  it.  Surely  you  will  with  ab- 
horence  receive  the  thoughts  of  any  design  to  enable  the 
common  enemy  of  the  British  nation  and  Protestant  relig- 
ion to  overpower  our  own  brethren,  a  part  of  our  own 
nation,  from  a  hope  of  private  gain  or  temporary  quiet  to  a 
few  amongst  us,  when  if  the  enemy  should  succeed  any  way 
by  your  means,  your  posterity  must  forever  be  sufferers. 

You  may  likewise  remember  (as  I  am  told)  that  before 
the  last  negro  plot,  and  during  this  present  war,  informa- 
tion was  given  of  several  popish  emissaries  sent  about  in 
the  Colonies  to  sow  seeds  of  dissention,  and  to  blow  up 
every  spark  of  discontent;  it  has  been  the  constant  practice 
of  that  treacherous  religion  to  act  so;  and  as  they  have  too 
frequent  opportunities,  and  too  open  a  door  for  such  vile 
practices  in  the  British  colonies,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
suspect  that  they  will  not  and  have  not  omitted  Bnch  a  fair 
prospect  of  making  us  the  instruments  of  our  own  ruin; 
they  send  men  well  skilled  in  all  the  weaknesses  of  human 
nature;  they  know  how  to  work  the  several  tempers  of  men 
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to  their  purpose;  men  of  violent  passions,  or  of  desperate 
fortunes,  or  of  wrong  heads,  have  always  been  the  tools  of 
these  cunning  emissaries;  and  when  such  happen  to  become 
by  any  means  popular,  they  have  too  often  proved  the  most 
dangerous  instruments  to  the  destruction  of  the  religion 
and  liberty  of  their  own  country,  without  knowing  that  they 
are  used  as  such;  as  is  evident  from  several  instances  in  tlie 
history  of  your  mother  country,  and  of  other  Nations; 
you  may  hereafter  woefully  blame  yourselves  for  your 
fatal  security.  If  you  imagine  no  such  thing  can  happen 
at  this  time  in  North  America,  couBlder  only  what  has  hap- 
pened since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  with 
France;  how  the  ^lemies  of  the  liberty  of  mankind  had  the 
artifice  to  raise  a  moat  dangerous  as  well  as  unnatural  re- 
bellion in  Scotland,  and  by  the  like  artifices  have  brought 
confusion  and  dangerous  revolutions  into  several  courts  in 
Europe;  nothing  has  been  so  effectual  for  those  purposes 
as  raising  jealousies  among  the  people  of  their  rulers  and 
Governors  by  false  reports  and  insinuations,  which  the  low 
rank  of  mankind  are  too  apt  to  receive,  and  though  they 
discover  that  they  have  been  deluded  with  a  tiionE>und  false 
reports,  they  swallow  the  next  of  this  kind  with  greediness. 

You  may  learn  from  the  public  newspapers,  what  great 
armaments  the  enemy  is  making  by  sea,  and  that  it  is  sus- 
pected that  some  part  of  it  is  designed  against  North 
America ;  let  me  conjure  you  then,  Gentlemen,  to  take  care 
of  yourselves.  Can  it  be  imagined,  that  now,  when  your 
Mother  Country  is  at  such  prodigious  expense,  both  in  men 
and  money,  to  support  the  war,  that  yon  will  omit  anything 
in  your  power  for  your  own  safety,  and  annoyance  of  the 
common  enemy  t 

Qbntlemen. — After  doing  what  I  think  at  this  time  is  in- 
cumbent on  me,  I  return  to  the  subject  on  which  I  began ; 
with  what  truth  can  it  be  said  that  the  new  levies  have  re- 
mained hitherto  unemployed,  and  for  what  purposes  are  in- 
sinnations  thus  publicly  made  of  my  neglect  of  my  dutyt 
20 
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I  assure  you  there  is  nothing  in  my  power  that  I  shall  not 
cheerfully  do  for  the  secnrity  of  the  frontiers  and  to  pre- 
serve the  inhabitants  from  the  incursions  of  the  cruel  and 
barbarons  enemy;  but  then  it  depends  upon  you  to  enable 
me  to  do  it  to  the  purpose  by  contributing  to  the  expense 
which  must  necessarily  attend  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  oppositions  which  have  been  made 
to  the  measures  which  I  thought  necessary  for  his  Maj- 
esty's service,  I  shall  have  the  eatisfaetion  to  know  that 
I  have  (to  the  utmost  of  my  power)  exerted  myself  for  the 
welfare  of  this  Province,  and  with  these  thoughts  I  remain 
easy. 

After  I  shall  know  your  resolution  of  taking  care  of 
yourselves  at  tills  time  when  I  apprehend  the  Province  may 
be  in  danger,  I  shall  return  an  answer  to  your  message  of 
the  23rd  instant 

a  CLINTON." 

May  1.  Transmittiog  a  letter  from  Major  Edward  Col- 
lins at  Albany,  explaining  the  diMculty  of  forwarding  the 
raising  one  hundred  rangers  unless  they  be  allowed  pro- 
visions by  the  country.    (See  note  4.) 

May  2.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  the  disorders  that 
had  happened  at  Albany  required  the  application  of  all  his 
time  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  that  may  arise  from 
them,  and  snggesting  that  the  Assembly  adjourn  to  the  12th 
of  May.    The  Assembly  adjourned  accordingly. 

May  26.  Beplying  to  a  long  address  from  the  Assembly, 
covering  numeroas  questions  of  administration,  the  Gov- 
ernor informed  the  Assembly  that  the  whole  matter  should 
be  presented  to  the  home  government,  to  which  he  was  re- 
sponsible, and  thereupon  directed  the  Assembly  to  adjourn 
to  the  2d  of  June. 

June  2.  Transmitting  several  papers  relating  to  the 
preaent  state  and  condition  of  the  forces  levied  on  the  ex- 
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pedition  against  Canada,  posted  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
the  Govemor  eaid: 

"  You  cannot  avoid  seeing  the  importance  of  the  papers 
which  are  now  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you;  the  safety  of 
the  people  you  represent  is  immediately  concerned;  it  is 
needless  therefore  on  this  occasion  to  use  any  arguments 
with  you  to  provide  for  their  safety;  you  will  see  the  opin- 
ion of  his  Majesty's  Council  thereon.  I  am  ready  to  do 
everything  that  can  in  reason  be  expected  of  me,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  advice  which  I  have  received. 

I  have  already  engaged  my  private  fortune  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's service  in  this  Province  further  than  I  think  I  waa 
under  any  obligation  to  doj  and  I  think  every  man  in  the 
Province  is  obliged  as  much  as  I  un  to  contribute  out  ^ 
his  private  fortune  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  it 

The  Nine  Thousand  Pounds  which  I  have  already  re- 
ceived on  my  bills  shall  all  of  it  be  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  new  levies. 

If  you  will  not  advance  so  much  money  as  shall  be  fur- 
ther necessary  on  this  occasion,  I  am  ready  to  draw  bills 
for  any  sum  and  at  any  rate  of  exchange,  which  shall  be 
thought  necessary  and  proper. 

But  at  the  same  time,  I  mnst  tell  you  that  I  insist  on 
it  that  my  family  may  be  indemnified  from  whatever  may 
happen  on  what  I  have  done,  or  shall  do,  by  advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council,  in  the  payment  of  the  forces  levied  on 
the  expedition  intended  against  Canada,  and  posted  in  the 
county  of  Albany ;  and  I  assure  you  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power,  solicit  the  payment  of  such  bills. 

If  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this  Province  in  their  lives 
or  estates  does  not  deserve  your  taking  this  upon  your- 
selves, I  am  not  in  the  least  apprehensive  of  incurring  any 
blame  on  whatever  shall  happen ;  it  remains  then  with  you 
to  provide  against  the  evils  which  are  threatened,  and 
which  cannot  be  prevented  without  your  speedy  and  suffi- 
cient assistance  in  the  manner  at  least  that  I  am  contented 
to  take  it. 
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Thou^  I  be  nnder  a  necessity  of  laying  these  papers  be- 
fore you,  yet  the  contentB  of  them  onght  by  no  means  to  be 
made  public. 

a  CLINTON." 

June  5.  At  the  Governor's  suggestion,  the  Assembly  ad- 
journed to  the  15th,  and  was  continued  from  that  time  by 
several  adjournments  until  the  Slat  of  July,  when  business 
was  resumed. 

July  31.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  the  supreme 
court  was  in  session,  and  for  that  reason  the  Council  coald 
not  attend  him,  and  suggesting  an  adjournment  to  Au- 
gust 3. 

August  4.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly : 

"As  soon  as  I  had  received  the  letter  from  Governor 
Shirley,  by  express,  a  copy  whereof  I  have  now  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  you,  I  advised  with  his  Majesty's  Council 
of  this  Province ;  and  upon  their  taking  the  subject  matter 
of  that  letter  under  their  consideration,  they  were  so  much 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  it,  that  they  thought  it  in- 
cumbent on  them,  without  delay,  to  form  some  plans  for 
putting  the  forces  now  in  this  Province  on  action,  in  con- 
junction with  those  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut, 
in  pursuance  of  what  Governor  Shirley  purposes.  The  sea- 
son of  the  year  is  already  so  far  advanced,  that  there  is  no 
time  for  meeting  of  Commissioners  in  order  to  concert 
measures,  to  make  estimates,  and  to  agree  on  the  quotas 
of  the  expense,  which  it  may  be  thought  reasonable  for  the 
several  governments  to  bear,  without  rendering  any  at- 
tempt for  this  year  impracticable. 

The  whole  of  the  extraordinary  expense,  exclusive  of 
provisions  for  the  soldiers  and  Indians,  for  carrying  the 
plan  of  operations  to  effect,  is  oomputed  at  fourteen  thou- 
sand pounds. 
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The  safety  of  the  people  of  tbiB  Prorince  is  bo  immed- 
iately concerned  in  the  Bueceas  of  the  enterprises  proposed, 
and  in  their  being  set  on  foot  speedily,  and  prosecuted  mth- 
ont  delay,  that  I  mast  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  ta^e 
SQch  a  share  of  that  e^>ense  on  yourselves,  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  Connecticut,  may  not  hesitate,  but  be 
encouraged  cheerfully  to  take  the  remainder  upon  them- 
selves.* 

I  am  persuaded  that  your  constituents  are  so  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  something  to  be  undertaken  at 
this  time,  that  any  zeal  shovn  for  so  necessary  a  work,  by 
taking  upon  yourselves  more  than  what  in  a  just  propor- 
tion may  be  thought  proper  on  any  other  occasion,  where 
there  is  time  to  adjust  matters,  will  be  agreeable  to  them ; 
for  unless  the  forces  now  at  Albany  be  put  on  some  action 
this  season,  it  may  not  be  in  our  power  to  employ  them  in 
the  spring  of  the  year,  or  afterwards.' 

The  Siz  United  Nations  of  Indians  are  all  hearty  in  our 
interest;  I  have  the  strongest  assurances  of  their  most 
vigorous  assistance;  and  I  have  likewise  hopes  of  the  as- 
sistance of  several  other  Indian  nations,  some  of  which 
were  formerly  in  the  strictest  friendship  with  the  French, 
but  if  we  r^nain  longer  inactive,  we  shall  certainly  lose  all 
esteem  and  interest  among  them,  and  give  the  French  ad- 
vantages with  them,  which  you  may  greviously  repent. 

I  shall  lay  nothing  else  at  this  time  before  you,  that  you 
may  immediately  deliberate  and  resolve  on  what  share  of 
the  expense  you  shall  thing  proper  to  take,  and  to  make 
provision  for  it  accordingly,  that  I  may  at  the  same  time  I 
communicate  the  plan  concerted  here,  impart  resolutions  to 
support  it  in  the  execution,  without  which  it  cannot  have 

*  Tb«  Aasembljr  adopted  a  ntolution  Aogiut  Stb,  agreeing  to  make  the  neces> 
mi;  appropristioiu  to  cmrrj  Into  execution,  with  other  colonies,  any  well- 
cmeertad  icheme  for  annoying  the  common  enemj-. 

T  The  Araembly  adopted  a  resolution  Angnst  6th,  declining  to  make  appro- 
iwlations  OD  nnoertaintles,  and  wlthoat  a  statament  of  the  reasons  for  tha 
appropriation. 
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that  weight  with  the  neighboring  govermnentB,  necessary 
to  induce  them  to  join  in  it  with  that  dispatdi  which  tibe 
present  emergen<^  of  affairs  requires;  neither  can  I,  till 
your  resolutions,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  neighboring 
governments,  are  known,  give  the  directions  necessary  to 
have  the  Indians  in  readiness. 

The  governments  of  the  Massadiusetts  Bay  and  Comiec- 
ticnt  have  already  advanced  considerable -smns  to  encour- 
age the  Six  Nations  in  their  zeal  for  continuing  their  incur- 
sions and  joining  with  as  in  any  enterprise  against  the 
enemy.' 

G.  CLINTON." 

Angnst  25.  The  (Jovemor  received  the  following  ad- 
dress from  the  Council,  which  he  acknowledged  Trith  the 
assurance  that  the  matters  contained  in  it  should  receive 
his  prompt  and  earnest  consideration : 

"  "We,  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  for  the  Province  of  New 
York,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  present 
dangerous  state  we  apprehend  the  City  of  Albany  to  be  in. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  County  of  Albany,  and  of  a  great  part  of  this 
Province,  the  fidelity  of  the  Indian  Nations  (and  we  may 
add)  in  its  consequences  the  security  of  a  great  part  of  the 
neighboring  Provinces,  does  chiefly  depend  upon  the  pre- 
servation of  that  city:  We  were  therefore  deeply  affected 
with  the  late  accounts  received  from  thence,  that  the 
new  levies  which  had  been  posted  to  the  northward  of  the 


*  The  Ainmbl;  pA8sed  &  resolution  Angiut  6th,  expreailiig  the  opinion  that 
New  York  hod  already  contributed  more  for  preaenta  to  the  Indians  tlian 
Masuehusetts  and  Connecticut  together.  The  Assembly  did  not  suggest  that 
any  further  appropriation  for  thla  purpose  would  be  forthcoming.  B7  another 
resolution  adopted  the  same  day,  the  Asaemblj  espresMd  the  opinion  that  aa 
between  New  York,  Uaasachusetts  and  Connecticut,  New  York  should  not  hear 
more  than  one-third  of  the  expenae  of  the  expedition,  and  that  g 
the  westward  should  also  bear  a  share  of  the  e; 
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city  of  Albany,  had  been  all  withdrawn  from  thence,  (ex- 
cept one  company  of  about  70  or  80  men  left  at  the  Mills, 
a  short  miles  distance  from  Albany)  and  encamped  at 
Oreenbnsh  below  the  city  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  Greatly  alarmed  at  this  report  and  being  informed 
that  Mr.  Collins,  Town  Major  of  Albany,  and  Mr.  Cuyler, 
late  Mayor  of  that  City,  were  in  this  Town,  we  sent  for  and 
examined  them  npon  their  oaths,  and  they  confirmed  the 
tmth  of  this  report.  As  this  step  appeared  to  ns  to  be  of 
dangerous  consequence  to  his  Majesty's  service  as  bo  evi- 
dently to  hazard  the  loss  of  the  city  of  Albany  we  thought 
we  wonld  not  discharge  the  duty  we  owe  to  his  Majesty  and 
to  our  country  if  on  this  occasion  we  should  be  any  longer 
silent 

We  are  therefore  constrained  by  the  dangers  we  appre- 
hend ourselves  exposed  to,  to  have  recourse  to  your  Excel- 
lency, and  to  lay  before  you  some  facts,  such  as  either  con- 
sist with  onr  own  knowledge,  or  we  received  upon  the  oaths 
of  the  Gentlemen  we  examined. 

The  City  of  Albany  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Hud- 
son's Eiver;  the  town  of  Schenectady  is  also  on  the  same 
side  of  that  river,  at  about  sixteen  miles  distance;  the  Fort 
at  Saragbtoga  is  at  about  thirty-six  miles  distance,  to  the 
northward  of  Albany;  Greenbush,  where  the  levies  are  en- 
camped, is  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  Biver,  at  about  a 
miles  distance  below  Albany,  where  the  river  is  about  the 
third  part  of  a  mile  wide,  and  not  fordable,  being  of  depth 
sufficient  for  large  vessels. 

Upon  these  facts  we  must  observe  to  your  Excellency, 
that  the  levies  encamped  at  Greenbush  cannot  march  to  the 
assistance  of  Albany  or  Schenectady,  or  to  the  relief  of 
Saragbtoga  Fort,  without  first  crossing  the  river  below  Al- 
bany, and  should  the  enemy  make  an  attempt  upon  Albany 
or  Schenectady,  we  must  leave  it  to  your  Excellency's  own 
reBection  to  consider  what  delays  and  confusion  would  at- 
tend the  passage  of  troops,  not  very  orderly  and  many  of 
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them  scarce  half  disciplined;  and  how  far  sneh  an  imneGes- 
sary  delay  would  hazard  the  loss  of  those  places,  should 
they  be  suddenly  attadied;  and  since  the  levies  are  en- 
camped on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  Biver  (except  that 
handful  at  the  Mills)  and  there  are  no  inhabitants  to  the 
northward,  all  that  part  of  the  country  being  lost,  except 
the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga ;  what  is  there  to  hinder  or  molest 
the  French  and  their  Indians  from  coming  with  the  great- 
est confidence  and  security  near  the  City  of  Albany,  and 
watching  an  opportunity  to  surprise  it. 

It  was  with  great  concern  and  grief  that  we  heard  of  the 
distressed  and  deplorable  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Albany;  the  whole  niunber  of  men  able  to 
bear  arms,  even  including  the  grayheads  of  seventy  and 
upwards,  does  not  exceed  three  hundred;  they  are  obliged 
to  do  duty  on  the  gnard  every  fourth  ni^t,  sometimes 
oftener,  without  distinction  of  age  or  persons ;  so  that  even 
the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County,  a 
very  ancient  man,  is  obliged  to  take  his  turn ;  and  yet  not- 
withstanding this  great  fatigue  upon  the  inhabitants,  they 
have  had  no  assistance  or  ease  from  the  new  levies. 

"We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  we  are 
justly  apprehensive  that  these  difficulties  and  discourage- 
ments may  induce  such  of  them  as  can  support  themselves 
elsewhere  to  leave  the  city,  and  thereby  render  it  weaker 
and  more  exposed  to  danger  and  ruin. 

Sib. — At  this  distance  from  his  most  sacred  Majesty,  we 
cannot  lay  before  him  for  immediate  relief  the  deplorable 
circumstances  of  our  country;  from  whose  paternal  care  of 
all  his  faithful  subjects,  (and  such  with  truth  we  may  call 
ourselves  from  our  known  loyalty  to  his  Majesty  and  affec- 
tion to  his  illustrious  House)  we  could  not  fail  of  assist- 
ance. 

At  this  distance  therefore  we  apply  to  your  Excellency, 
and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  upon  the  few  considerations 
which  we  have  laid  before  you,  and  the  reflections  which 
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jour  own  judgment  may  suggest  to  you,  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  give  your  orders  for  posting  such  a  num- 
ber of  the  new  levies  (until  his  Majesty  shall  dispose  of 
them  otherwise)  to  the  northward  of  the  City  of  Albany 
in  such  places  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  most  conven- 
ient for  its  protection  and  secority,  and  to  keep  the  enemy 
at  a  greater  distance ;  and  we  pray  the  Qod  of  Heaven  to 
touch  yonr  Excellency's  heart  with  compassion  to  the  dis- 
tressed inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Albany,  that  by  posting 
some  of  the  levies  in  that  city,  the  inhabitants  may  be 
partly  eased  of  the  heavy  duty  they  undergo,  and  be  in- 
duced to  continue  in  the  city  for  its  strength  and  defence; 
and  we  are  humbly  of  the  opinion  that  those  companies  of 
levies  which  were  raised  in  and  about  the  City  would  be 
most  proper  for  that  purpose." 

August  25.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Shir- 
ley, relating  to  the  expense  attending  bringing  a  consider- 
able number  of  English  prisoners  by  a  French  flag  of  truce 
from  Canada  to  Boston,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the 
exchange  of  prisoners.' 

August  31.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly: 

"  I  must  now  acquaint  you  that  I  can  no  longer  contiDue 
the  expense  which  I  have  undertaken  at  the  charge  of  the 
Crown,  in  supplying  with  provision,  the  four  Independent 
Companies  of  fnsileers  posted  at  Albany,  and  the  levies 
made  in  the  sonthem  colonies  for  the  expedition  against 
Canada ;  neither  can  I  longer  continue  the  expense  (which 
I  imdertook  at  the  charge  of  the  Crown)  for  preserving  the 
fidelity  of  the  Six  United  Indian  Nations,  and  other  Indian 
Nations  in  amity  with  us ;  and  in  sending  out  parties  of  In- 
dians in  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  and  for  intelligence;  any 
failure  in  the  provisions,  or  want  of  necessary  supplies  for 
the  Indians,  may  occasion  disorders  of  the  worst  consc- 
qnences. 

•  The  AaMinblf,  Augu«t  ESth,  adopted  a,  resolutiDn  to  provide  for  the  «x. 
pmM  inetirred  in  ntnraing  the  English  prisonera  belonging  to  N«w  York. 
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I  therefore  recommend  to  yon  to  find  the  necessary  sop- 
plies  for  these  purposes  for  two  months;  before  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time,  I  hope  to  he  ahle  to  let  yon  know 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  in  relation  to  the  forces  dow  at  Al- 
bany, which  I  cannot  at  present  do,  till  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr. 
Knowles  shall  have  consnlted  together  on  the  snbject  mat- 
ter  of  some  dispatches  (lately  arrived)  from  liis  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  and  shall  have  advised  me  thereon;  I 
hope,  likewise,  by  that  time  to  inform  you  whether  any  of 
the  neighboring  governments  be  willing  to  contribute  to- 
wards any  of  these  expenses. 

Col.  Johnson,  the  contractor  for  supplying  the  garri- 
son of  Oswego  with  provisions,  informs  me  that  since  the 
incursion  on  Bnmet's  Field  by  the  enemy,  he  has  been  ob- 
liged to  pay  double  the  money  for  transporting  provisions 
to  that  garrison  that  has  been  usual,  and  that  he  cannot  for 
the  future  transport  provision  thither  without  a  good 
guard  to  escort  them. 

The  expense  attending  the  relief  of  the  garrison  at 
Saraghtoga,  and  transporting  provisions  to  that  Fort,  can- 
not be  continued  any  longer  at  the  expense  of  the  Crown; 
you  must,  therefore,  provide  in  time  for  these  expenses; 
and  especially,  for  the  security  of  the  garrison  at  Oswego, 
which,  under  the  difficulties  which  may  attend  the  sending 
provision  and  reliefs  to  that  important  place,  deserves  your 
serious  attention  at  this  time. 

You  will  find  by  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Johnson, 
of  the  19th  instant,  that  he  was  to  set  out  as  on  Tuesday 
last,  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body  of  Christians  and 
Indians,  in  quest  of  a  body  of  French  and  Indians  (discov- 
ered by  his  parties)  between  Saraghtoga  and  Crown  Point; 
as  soon  as  I  shall  hear  of  his  return,  I  shall  require  his  at- 
tendance at  this  place,  in  order  that  we  may  be  fully  in- 
formed of  the  state  of  the  Indian  Affairs ;  if  the  exigency 
of  those  affaira  at  that  time  will  permit  him  to  he  absent 
from  the  Indiana. 

G.  CLINTON." 
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September  1.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Col.  William 
Johnson  dated  at  Mount  Johnson  August  28,  relating  to  an 
enterprise  that  he  was  going  upon  towards  Lake  Sacra- 
ment, with  a  considerable  body  of  Christians  and  Indians 
in  quest  of  a  large  party  of  the  enemy. 

September  10.  The  Assembly  adopted  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions on  the  2d,  in  effect  declining  to  accede  to  the  Oovern- 
or's  demand  for  additional  supplies  as  set  forth  In  his  mes- 
sage of  August  3l8t,  whereupon  the  Governor  on  the  lOtb, 
sent  the  following  message  to  the  Assembly : 

"  Your  resolves  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  in  answer  to  my 
message  of  the  28th  [Slst]  of  the  last  month,  and  which 
were  communicated  to  me  by  order  of  the  House,  truly  give 
me  the  greatest  concern  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this 
Province;  and  the  regard  I  owe  to  his  Majesty's  service 
makes  it  necessary  to  reiterate  the  demands  I  then  made  of 
supplies,  though  it  be  contrary  to  custom  to  do  it  in  the 
same  session. 

Tonr  refusing  to  bear  the  charge  of  transporting  the  pro- 
visions, and  of  the  reliefs  that  are  necessary  for  any  of  the 
out  garrisons,  puts  me  under  the  necessity  of  withdrawing 
the  garrisons,  and  particularly  the  garrison  and  warlike 
stores  from  Saraghtoga,  or  of  suffering  them  to  be  de- 
serted; and  your  refusing  to  be  at  the  charge  of  a  guard  to 
send  the  provisions  to  Oswego,  renders  the  supply  of  that 
garrison  impracticable ;  in  which  case,  it  must  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands. 

Ton  well  know  in  what  temper  and  disposition  the  Six 
United  Natioiw  of  Indians  were  before  my  treaty  with  them 
last  year;  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  gave  re- 
peated advice  of  their  unwillingness  to  enter  into  the  war 
against  the  French ;  many  of  them  had  actually  gone  over 
to  assist  the  French,  and  the  fidelity  of  all  of  them  became 
suspected;  the  success  of  my  treaty  with  them  was  so  nn- 
espected,  that  it  is  also  well  known  with  what  reluctance 
any  account  of  it  was  received,  and  that  all  manner  of 
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doubts  were  encouraged  and  propagated  till  the  effects  of 
their  incursions  on  the  enemy  appeared  in  this  City ;  after 
this,  the  number  of  those  gained  heartily  to  tiie  British 
interest  were  with  great  assiduity  everywhere  represented 
to  be  very  small;  which  at  the  same  time  the  numbers  of 
the  disafiFected  were  as  industriously  magnified  till  the 
great  numbers  of  Indians  who  have  joioed  Col.  Johnson 
with  the  greatest  alacrity  in  his  enterprise  at  this  time 
against  a  body  of  the  enemy  discovered  by  his  parties  in 
Lake  Sacrament,  from  whence  the  enemy  send  out  great 
parties  to  murder  enielly  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province; 
and  it  has  evidently  discovered  the  falsity  of  all  these  re- 
ports, and  gives  you  an  opportunity  to  reflect  for  what  pur- 
poses these  reports  have  been  so  industriously  propagated 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  British  interest. 

The  Crown  has  been  at  a  very  great  expense  in  recover- 
ing the  affections  of  the  Indians;  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  are  now  at  a  greater  expense  of  treasure,  in  de- 
fending the  liberties  of  Europe,  than  ever  they  were  at  any 
time  since  they  were  a  nation;  the  King  then  must  expect 
that  you  will  be  at  the  expense  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  people  you  represent  in  preserving  the  affection  of  the 
Indians,  which  otherwise  must  be  lost. 

My  concern  therefore  for  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the 
people,  whom  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  has  committed 
to  my  care,  makes  me  again  insist  that  you  provide  for  the 
necessary  services  which  I  recommended  to  you  in  my  mes- 
sage, for  two  months  at  least ;  after  which  we  have  reason 
to  hope  the  neighboring  colonies  will  join  in  the  mutual  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  and  concert  proper  measures  for 
effectual  annoyance  of  the  enemy.  If  you  continue  to  re- 
fuse this,  consider  that  you  may  thereby  expose  yourselves 
to  the  displeasure  of  your  King,  and  perhaps  to  the  resent- 
ment of  your  Mother  Country;  at  least  you  must  take  upon 
yourselves  the  blame  of  all  misfortunes  that  may  happen 
thereby  to  the  people  of  this  Province;  nothing  in  my  power 
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shall  be  wanting  for  their  defence  and  security,  or  for  an- 
noyance of  the  enemy;  but  if  yon  deny  me  the  necessary 
supplies,  all  my  endeavors  must  become  ineffectual  and 
fruitless ;  I  must  wash  my  hands  and  leave  at  your  doors  the 
blood  of  the  innocent  people  that  may  be  shed  by  a  cruel 
and  merciless  enemy. 

Unless  the  affection  and  fidelity  of  the  Indians  be  effect- 
ually secured,  it  will  be  impracticable  to  preserve  the  gar- 
rison at  Saraghtoga,  and  therefore  I  cannot  resolve  on  a 
relief  of  that  garrison  tiU  you  hare  given  a  proper  an- 
swer to  this. 

G.  CLINTON." 

September  11.  The  Assembly  requested  the  Governor  to 
tafce  vigorous  measures  for  the  relief  of  the  garrison  at 
Saratoga,  but  he  did  not  reply  to  its  request.  The  re- 
quest was  renewed  with  the  assurance  that  the  Assembly 
would  not  only  make  allowance  for  supplying  the  relieving 
foroe  with  provisions,  but  also  provide  for  the  expense  of 
transporting  such  pfovigions  to  the  said  Fort. 

September  17.  By  the  Governor's  direction,  the  Assem- 
bly adjourned  to  the  22d. 

September  22.  After  publishing  certain  laws  the  Gov- 
ernor prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  29th  inst. 


1747.    SEPXEHBBR.    TWEirXT-POUBTH  ASSEHBLT,  SIXTH  SESSKHT. 

GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 
The  Assembly  met  on  the  29th  of  September,  bat  trans- 
acted no  business  until  the  6th  of  October,  when  the  Gov- 
ernor sent  to  both  Houses  the  following 

MESSAGE. 
Gentlbmen  op  the  Council. — I  now  lay  before  you  an 
agrement  entered  into  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  Pro- 
vince, of   Massachusetts   Bay  and   Connecticut,  wherein 
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your  eoneent  is  necessary  so  far  as  relates  to  the  suppliea 
to  be  granted  for  defraying  that  share  of  the  expense  wiiieli 
this  Province  is  to  underlie. 

You  will  see  by  that  agreement  that  this  Province  is  to 
have  a  certain  nomber  of  men  in  readiness  for  action,  by  a 
day  limited  in  that  agreement;  you  are  to  grant  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  raising  and  paying  them  and  all  other  in- 
cidental charges  that  must  accme  on  the  plan  concerted  by 
those  commissioners,  except  guns,  ammunition,  batteanx, 
tents  and  other  utensils,  which  I  have  prepared  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Crown  and  now  remain  fit  for  service,  and 
whidi  I  told  the  eommissionei^  shall  be  reserved  for  that 
purpose.^ 

But  you  will  observe  by  that  agreement  that  nothing  is 
concerted  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Province, 
or  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  though  the  do- 
ing of  this  was  recommended  by  me  to  the  commissioners 
of  this  Province  in  the  strongest  terms  I  could  conceive.  It 
remains  then  with  you  to  take  care  of  your  constituents  by 
granting  the  supplies  necessary  for  that  end. 

Neither  have  the  commissioners  concerted  any  method 
for  preserving  the  Indians  in  the  good  disposition  they  now 
are  in,  and  which  I  think  of  the  greatest  consequencG  to 
the  safety  of  the  people.  Before  my  treaty  with  the  Six 
Nations  last  year,  they  were  so  far  from  being  hearty  in 
entering  into  the  war  against  the  Frendi  that  the  greatest 
number  of  them  were  in  the  French  interest.  They  had 
frequent  treaties  with  the  Governor  of  Canada,  and  some 
of  them  had  actually  joined  in  the  war  against  us.  They 
have  since  that  given  evident  proofs  of  an  alteration  of 
their  disposition  in  our  favor;  such  proofs  as  will  not  ad- 
mit of  any  dispute,  of  their  being  heartily  engaged  in  our 
interest,  and  willing  to  hazard  their  lives  with  us  in  any 

» The  Assembly  on  the  8th  of  October  approved  the  report  of  September  28, 
1747,  made  bj  the  commiBiloners  from  New  York,  lUaBsachnsetta,  uid  Connee- 
ticut  relatiTe  to  militaiy  operations  againat  the  French. 
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enterprise  against  our  common  enemy.  At  the  same  time 
we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  many  disappoint- 
ments the  Indians  have  met  with  in  the  hopes  given  them  of 
attacking  Canada  both  by  sea  and  land  (and  which  have 
failed  by  incidents  not  in  our  power  to  prevent)  may  oc- 
casion many  distrusts  and  jealousies  among  them,  and 
which  may  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  the  people  of  this 
Province  and  favorable  to  a  cruel  and  merciless  enemy,  to 
whom  the  frontiers  of  this  Province  for  a  large  extent  of 
country  to  the  westward  as  well  as  northward,  are  too  evi- 
dently exposed,  and  which,  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Six  United  Nations,  cannot  so  easily,  and  with  so  much  se- 
curity, be  defended.  '* 

I  have  at  a  very  great  expense  to  the  Crown  recovered 
the  affections  of  the  Six  United  Indian  Nations,  and  hith- 
erto preserved  them  in  their  fidelity.  I  have  likewise  in- 
duced them  to  be  assiduous  in  drawing  in  their  allies  and 
dependants  into  the  -  same  good  dispositions  with  them- 
selves, and  who  consist  of  numerous  nations,  and  who  can 
be  of  the  greatest  service  in  distressing  the  enemy,  but  I 
can  and  will  no  longer  continne  this  charge  on  the  Crown. 
The  preserving  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  can  in  the  ex- 
pense occasioned  thereby  bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the . 
charge  of  recovering  and  hitherto  preserving  their  affec- 
tions and  fidelity  and  of  keeping  them  always  in  readiness 
and  parties  in  action ;  and  therefore,  I  cannot  doubt  of  your 
contributing  on  your  part  to  so  small  a  proportion  as  is 
necessary  at  this  time  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
people  of  this  Province,  and  wbo  I  am  well  assured  will 
cheerfully  bear  any  tax  or  imposition  that  is  so  expedient 
for  their  own  safety.  When  it  is  considered  what  a  load  of 
taxes  and  impositions  the  people  of  Great  Britain  cheer- 
fully bear  for  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  will  bear  with  patience  the 
refusal  of  their  colonies  to  take  upon  themselves  that  ex- 
pense which  is  necessary  for  their  own  safety,  espedally 
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when  what  may  be  saved  from  saperflaities  will  be  more 
than  sufficient  for  all  the  means  proposed  for  this  purpose* 

The  securing  the  garrison  at  Oswego  on  all  events  is  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  consequence  for  preserving  the  fidel- 
ity of  the  Indians,  and  deserves  your  serious  consideration 
in  order  to  give  the  necessary  supplies  for  that  purpose, 
and  unless  you  likewise  secure  the  Indians  by  building 
forts,  one  at  least  in  every  Nation,  they  must  be  wavering 
in  their  resolutions,  since  if  this  be  neglected,  they  may  sus- 
pect that  we  have  no  regard  to  their  safety,  but  only  to 
employ  them  for  our  own  benefit.' 

At  the  same  time  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  think  of  and 
concur  in.  every  method  to  make  this  necessary  expense  as 
easy  as  possible  to  all,  bat  especially  to  those  who  are  least 
able  to  bear  it,  I  mean  the  laboring  and  industrious  part  of 
the  inhabitants;  with  this  view  of  saving  expense,  I  propose 
to  yon  to  take  the  forces  levied  on  the  expedition  intended 
against  Canada  into  the  pay  of  this  Province  with  pro- 
visions, on  the  same  footing  they  would  have  been  had  they 
continued  in  the  King's  pay.  Considering  how  far  the 
number  of  men  in  these  forces  and  now  in  the  county  of 
Albany  is  lessened  by  death  and  desertion,  the  whole  will 
not  amount  to  more  than  the  number  of  men  ■winch  by  the 
agreement  now  laid  before  you  will  be  requisite  in  a  little 
time  to  be  levied  in  this  Province  for  the  purposes  men- 
tioned in  that  agreement;  without  taking  this  method  it 
may  be  a  question  whether  the  necessary  levies  can  be  made 
when  immediately  wanted,  and  if  they  can  be  made,  yet  in 
all  probability  the  expense  of  doing  it  will  be  greater  than 
the  charge  of  continuing  these  troops  in  pay  for  the  time 
proposed.  At  the  same  time  I  must  tell  you  that  unless  this 
method  be  taken  for  continuing  the  forces  at  Albany  the 


3  The  ABMmbly,  by  a  reHolution  adopted  October  Bth,  reconunended  liberal 
presenti  to  the  Indians. 

*  The  Aaaemblj  on  tbe  Bth  of  October  adopted  resolutioiu  recwniiieiidliig  the 
maiDtenance  of  the  garrison  at  Oswego  and  the  erMtion  of  forts  In  tbe  Indian 
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frontiers  must  this  winter  be  deprived  of  that  defence 
which  they  may  have  by  continniog  them,  and  in  that  case 
I  know  of  no  method  to  secure  the  frontiers  but  by  making 
lai^  detachments  of  the  militia  from  the  several  counties 
of  the  Province  for  that  service,  and  it  must  be  done  if  you 
do  not  agree  to  the  other  method,  notwithstanding  that  I 
think  it  will  be  every  way  more  chargeable  and  burdensome 
to  all  the  inhabitants  and  less  effectual ;  in  order  to  lessen 
the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  new  levies,  I  shall  reduce  the 
number  of  companies  so  that  the  number  of  men  in  eadi 
company  be  brought  up  to  that  of  their  first  establishment, 
and  when  that  is  done  the  whole  of  what  then  can  remain 
will  be  no  more  that  what  is  expedient  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers.* 

Thoxigh  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  for  yon  at  this 
time  to  take  the  whole  charge  of  the  Ijadians  as  well  as  of 
securing  the  frontiers  upon  yourselves,  I  shall  use  my  best 
endeavors  by  such  application  as  I  shall  think  most  effectual, 
to  persuade  the  colonies  to  the  southward  as  far  as  Virginia 
to  contribute  a  reasonable  proportion  towards  the  encour- 
agement and  support  of  the  Indians,  and  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  as  well  as  in  joining  in  any  enterprise  against  the 
enemy,  which  shall  be  thought  proper;  or  if  tbey  cannot  be 
thus  persuaded,  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavors  to  obtain 
such  royal  injunctions  as  shall  be  effectual  for  that 
purpose. 

As  to  your  taking  upon  you  at  this  time  the  whole  neces- 
sary expense  of  the  Indians,  I  must  inform  you  that  at  my 
last  treaty  with  the  Six  United  Nations,  the  governments  of 
Virginia  and  of  the  MaBsadiueetts  Bay  sent  considerable 
presents  to  the  Indians.  The  Massachusetts  Bay  have  since 
that  sent  presents  to  the  value  of  at  least  one  tbousand 
pounds.  New  York  currency;  and  Connecticut  about  three 


^Tbe  Aasembly  on  the  Sth  of  October  recommended  the  retention  at  Albany 
of  a  part  of  t^  King**  troope  about  to  be  diecbarged  (or  lerrice  tiiere  durii^ 
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hundred  ponnds  value  in  the  same  money.  This  govem- 
ment  gave  no  presents  at  that  treaty,  nor  have  they  at  any 
time  since  been  at  any  expense  on  aocoimt  of  the  Indians, 
and  therefore  you  have  now  the  more  reason  to  advance 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  for  your  own  safety  for  some 
time  till  the  neighboring  colonies  be  brought  to  contribute 
their  just  proportion  of  that  expense. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  power  whidi  I  will  not  cheerfully 
do  for  the  welfare  of  this  Province  and  safety  of  the  people 
his  Majesty  has  committed  to  my  care.  I  have  given  as 
strong  proofs  of  this  as  any  Governor  ever  did  before  me; 
I  shall  likewise  use  my  endeavors  that  whatever  you  may 
give  for  these  ends  shall  be  as  frugally  managed  as  possi- 
ble, and  that  all  satisfaction  be  given  you  for  that  purpose, 
either  by  accounts  or  otherwise  so  far  as  can  be  desired. 

You  will  see  by  the  agreement  herewith  sent  you  that  the 
approbation  of  the  several  governments  must  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  others  as  soon  as  possible.  The  season  of  the 
year  makes  it  necessary  to  provide  immediately  for  the 
clothing  of  the  forces  at  Albany,  if  they  are  to  be  continued 
there  at  your  expense. 

If  I  be  not  enabled  to  send  an  account  to  Mr.  Shirley  and 
Mr.  Knowles  of  your  resolutions  in  respect  to  the  retaining 
the  forces  at  Albany  speedily,  perhaps  it  may  come  too  late, 
or  be  a  prejudice  to  his  Majesty's  service  in  other  parts. 

The  sachems  of  the  Six  Indian  Nations  and  others  who 
came  down  with  Col.  Johnson  (whose  name  I  cannot  men- 
tion without  grateful  remembrance  of  the  services  he  has 
done  his  country)  now  wait  for  your  resolutions,  and  my 
answer  thereon ;  and  though  they  are  impatient  to  be  gone, 
I  cannot  suffer  them  to  go  without  giving  them  encourage- 
ment by  proper  presents  and  assurances,  in  order  to  dispel 
any  jealousies  they  may  have  conceived  by  reason  of  their 
disappointment  in  the  expeditions  having  been  so  long  de- 
layed ;  and  I  cannot  give  these  assurances  till  I  know  your 
resolution  of  supporting  the  necessary  expense  that  attends 
the  reserving  the  friendship  of  the  Indians.    (See  Note  2.) 
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The  sachems  say  they  will  not  stay  beyond  two  days;  and 
if  they  go  away  (iscontented,  I  know  not  of  what  bad  con- 
sequence it  may  be,  and  surely  it  can  produce  no  good. 
These  things  altogether  make  it  necessary  for  you  to  re- 
solve speedily,  and  therefore  I  shall  lay  nothing  before  you 
at  this  time  till  I  know  yonr  resolutions  thereon;  and  I 
must  require  yonr  speedy  answer  on  the  several  heads  now 
recommended  to  you.  I  shall  order  some  other  papers  to 
be  laid  before  you  for  your  better  information  in  these 
matters. 

Q.  CLINTON. 

On  the  same  day  the  Governor  transmitted  to  both 
Houses  the  report  of  an  agreement  between  the  commis- 
sioners representing  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut. The  report  bears  date  September  28,  1747,  and 
considered  the  following  subjects : 

1.  An  expediiiion  against  Crown  Point. 

2.  The  enlistment  of  four  thousand  men,  besides  Indians 
and  their  allies.  All  forces  to  be  at  Albany  by  the  15th  of 
April,  1748,  ready  to  march. 

3.  That  each  Indian  taking  part  in  the  expedition  be 
equipped  with  necessaries  to  the  value  of  five  pounds  New 
York  currency,  "  and  be  assured  of  a  present  of  the  like 
value  on  their  return  in  case  of  success." 

4.  Qunsmiths  were  also  to  be  assigned  to  the  Oneidas, 
Onondagas,  Cayugas  and  Senecas.  An  appropriation  of 
three  hundred  sixty  pounds  was  to  be  made  for  supplies  to 
the  Indians,  of  which  Massachusetts  was  to  contribute  nine- 
twentieths.  New  York  eight-twentieths,  and  Connecticut 
three-twentieths,  but  these  proportions  were  not  to  be  need 
as  a  precedent  on  subsequent  occasions. 

5.  The  agreement  contained  detailed  provisions  relative 
to  the  enlistment  of  troops  and  their  subsistence. 

6.  The  expedition  was  to  be  under  the  command  of  three 
general  officers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Govemors  of  the 
three  oolonies. 
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7.  A  committee  representmg  the  difFerent  colonies  was 
to  meet  at  Middletown  in  December,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  arrangements  for  the  expedition. 

8.  Application  was  to  be  made  to  the  Governors  of  the 
other  American  colonies  from  Virginia  to  New  Hampshire, 
"  to  join  according  and  in  proportion  to  their  abilities  in 
this  common  undertaking  against  his  Majesty's  enemieSj 
and  to  unite  with  these  governments  in  the  mutual  defence 
and  security  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  on  the  continent  in 
North  America^"  and  to  send  representatives  to  the  Mid- 
dletown meeting. 

9.  That  application  be  made  to  the  King  to  send  a  naval 
force  to  the  St  Lawrence  River,  for  the  purpose  of  reduc- 
ing that  part  of  Canada. 

10.  If  any  other  colony  should  decline  to  unite  with 
Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Connecticut  in  the  proposed 
movement,  application  was  to  be  made  to  the  King  to  com- 
mand any  such  colony  to  join  in  the  expedition. 

11.  If  the  King  should  not  send  a  naval  force  to  the  St 
Lawrence,  the  colonies  were  to  send  to  that  river  as  many 
ships  as  could  be  obtained,  and  were  also  to  send  an  expe- 
dition to  Canada  by  land. 

12.  New  York  was  to  admit  free  of  duty  any  vessels  or 
stores  intended  for  the  expedition. 

13.  If  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point  or  against 
Canada  should  not  be  undertaken  as  planned,  a  force  of 
scouts  and  rangers  was  to  be  maintained  along  the  border 
at  the  joint  expense  of  the  contracting  colonies,  and  of 
other  colonies  which  might  furnish  men  for  that  purpose. 

14.  Any  colony  separately  attacked  was  to  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  other  colonies,  and  each  colony  was  to  com- 
municate to  the  others  any  intelligence  of  an  intended 
invasion  or  of  approaching  danger. 

15.  The  Legislature  in  each  of  the  contracting  colonies 
was  requested  to  ratify  the  agreement. 
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16.  An  earnest  appeal  was  made  to  other  colonies  for 
assistance. 

17.  No  part  of  tiie  agreemwit  was  to  be  in  force  unless 
ratified  hy  all  the  contracting  colonies. 

On  the  same  day  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  Assem- 
bly a  copy  of  the  speech  made  by  seven  sachems  of  the  Six 
Nations  and  other  Indians  on  Saturday,  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember. The  records  do  not  contain  a  copy  of  this  speech. 
The  Governor  also  transmitted  an  examination  of  Col. 
William  Johnson  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Six 
Nations. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  8.  The  Assembly  on  this  day  adopted  a  series 
of  resolutions  relating  to  public  affairs,  and  directed  that 
they  be  communicated  to  the  Governor.  These  resolutions 
approved  the  foregoing  agreement  entered  into  between 
Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Connecticut,  recommended 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  security  of  the  northern 
frontier,  that  a  proper  present  be  made  to  the  "eight 
sachems  of  the  Indian  Nations  now  in  the  city  of  New 
York,"  that  an  additional  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  be 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  fidelity  of  the 
Indians,  that  the  nsual  provision  be  made  for  the  garrison 
posted  at  the  fort  and  trading  house  at  Oswego;  that,  if 
it  be  found  necessary  and  other  colonies  would  assist,  forts 
be  erected  at  proper  places  among  the  Indian  nations  "  to 
be  for  places  of  retreat  and  security  for  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  Indians  when  the  men  shall  be  gone  out 
upon  any  warlike  enterprise  for  the  annoyance  of  the  com- 
mon enemy,"  that  if  troops  on  the  northern  frontiers 
should  be  discharged  from  the  King's  pay,  enough  of  them 
be  retained  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  properly  to  guard 
the  northern  frontier  during  the  ensuing  winter;  and  that 
provision  be  made  for  the  relief  and  preservation  of  the 
garrison  at  Saratoga. 
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To  theee  resolntions  the  Oovenior  sent  the  following 
reply: 

"  By  yoQT  votes  I  understand  yon  are  going  upon  things 
very  foreign  to  what  I  recommended  to  you :  I  will  receive 
nothing  from  you  at  this  critical  juncture,  but  what  relates 
to  the  message  I  last  sent  you,  viz.  By  all  means,  immedi- 
ately to  take  the  preservation  of  your  frontierB,  and  the 
fidelity  of  the  Indians  into  consideration.  The  loss  of  a 
day  may  have  fatal  consequences;  when  that  is  over,  you 
may  have  time  enough  to  go  upon  any  other  matters." 

The  nest  day  the  Assembly,  with  the  door  locked  and 
the  key  on  the  table,  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

"That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  and  privilege  of  this 
House,  to  proceed  upon  all  such  matters  as  are  proper 
subjects  for  their  consideration,  in  such  order,  method,  and 
manner,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  convenient  and  con- 
ducive to  the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  people  they  repre- 
sent. 

That  any  attempt  to  direct  or  prescribe  to  this 'House, 
the  order,  method,  or  manner  in  which  they  are  to  proceed 
in  their  considerations  on  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony, 
is  a  manifest  breach  of  the  undoubted  rights  and  privileges 
of  this  House,  and  of  the  people  they  represent. 

That  his  Excellency's  declaring  that  he  will  receive  noth- 
ing from  this  House  at  this  time  but  what  relates  to  his 
message  of  the  6tb  inst.,  is  irregular  and  unprecedented, 
and  manifestly  tends  to  the  subversion  of  the  rights,  liber- 
ties and  privileges  of  this  House,  and  of  the  people  they 
represent. 

That  whoever  advised  his  Excellency  to  send  this  mes- 
sage, has  attempted  to  undermine  and  infringe  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  this  House;  to  violate  the  liberties  of  the 
people;  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  this  colony;  and  is 
an  enemy  to  the  inhabitants  thereof." 

October  9.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Governor  a 
long  remonstrance,  setting  forth  in  detail  various  circxmi- 
stances  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  colony,  and  which 
it  was  believed  demanded  immediate  attention,  reciting 
among  other  things  that  the  colony  had  been  put  to  the 
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eipenae  of  near  seventy  thousand  pounds  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  French  war.  The  committee  who  waited  on 
the  Governor  with  this  remonstrance  reported  to  the 
Assembly  that  he  would  neither  suffer  them  to  read  it,  nor 
leave  it  with  him. 

October  13.  The  Governor  sent  the  foUowrog  communi- 
cation to  the  Assembly : 

'*  I  have  the  pleasure  to  perceive  from  the  first  of  your 
resolves  of  the  8th  instant,  communicated  to  me  by  order 
of  your  House,  that  the  scheme  concerted  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  this  Colony  with  those  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
Connecticut,  has  received  so  ready  an  approbation;  since 
it  differs  in  nothing  material  from  the  plan  which  I  told 
you  in  my  speech  of  the  17th  of  October,  last  year,  I  had 
concerted  with  Mr.  Shirley  and  Mr.  Warren  at  that  time; 
bat  that  then  the  scheme  which  I  concerted  was  to  be  put 
in  execution  principally  at  the  charge  of  the  Crown; 
whereas  this  must  be  entirely  at  the  charge  of  these  col- 
onies, and  that  the  execution  of  mine  did  not  depend  upon 
BO  many  uncertainties  as  this  must  do. 

Before  the  meeting  of  these  Commissioners  I  had  like- 
wise the  pleasure  to  see  that  the  plan  which  I  had  concerted 
for  the  security  of  the  Frontiers  before  I  left  Albany  last 
year,  and  which  was  communicated  to  the  Council  of  this 
Province,  was  so  far  lately  approved  of  by  the  Coxmcil, 
that  it  was  unanimously  made  an  instruction  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  this  Province,  to  endeavor  by  all  means  to 
have  one  or  more  forts  built  at  the  Carrying  Place,  at  the 
joint  charge  of  these  colonies,  for  the  security  of  the 
frontiers,  which  is  the  very  same  thing  I  intended  to  have 
done  last  year  at  the  charge  of  the  Crown,  when  the  execu- 
tion of  it  was  so  far  retarded  by  your  Commissioners  with- 
holding the  Provisions,  and  other  disappointments,  that  it 
became  impracticable  in  that  season,  and  the  contianance 
of  the  same  clogs  upon  the  provisions  by  your  acts  has 
rendered  it  impracticable  at  any  time  since. 
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I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  can  be  meant  by  the 
followmg  words  in  yonr  fourth  resolve,  viz.  '  That  the 
Committee  is  persuaded  that  his  Majesty's  orders  to  his 
Excellency,  with  respect  to  Indian  presents,  are  still  sub- 
sisting;' if  yon  mean  that  I  have  not  fully  executed  his 
Majesty's  orders,  but  that  something  still  remains  to  be 
done,  or  that  his  Majesty  has  not  determined  his  orders, 
I  must  ask  you  who  persuaded  you  to  think  soT  What 
evidence  have  you  now  before  your  House,  to  persuade  you 
that  either  I  have  not  fully  executed  his  Majesty's  orders, 
or  that  he  has  not  determined  themt  Was  ever  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  communicated  to  any  Assembly  of  this 
Province,  otherwise  than  by  the  Govemort  Can  it  be 
imagined,  that  any  Governor  in  his  senses  would  avowedly 
and  publicly  declare  anything  to  be  bis  Majesty's  pleasure, 
which  really  was  not  so,  or  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
refuse  to  do  anything  which  his  Majesty  had  ordered  him 
to  dot  But  to  proceed,  no  nmn  need  to  be  at  any  loss  to 
perceive  the  view  and  purpose  of  the  following  words  of 
this  Resolve,  viz.  'And  though  by  several  informations  it 
appears  that  his  Excellency  has  the  summer  last  past, 
made  large  draughts  on  the  Crown,  on  the  head  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  no  disposition  thereof  for  that  purpose,  has 
yet  been  heard  of.' 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  notwithstand- 
ing of  your  asserting  this  in  such  strong  terms,  you  know 
that  not  one  word  of  it  is  truth,  for  though  it  may  be  true 
that  I  have  made  large  draughts  on  the  Crown,  yet  this 
could  not  appear  to  you  as  a  House,  by  any  information, 
because  you  in  that  capacity  had  no  information  of  it,  for 
which  I  appeal  to  your  own  minutes,  though  some  of  you 
may  know  something  of  it  as  merchants,  yet  the  far  great- 
est number  of  yon  know  nothing  of  it,  but  by  a  blind  faith 
in  their  leaders.  How  can  it  be  said  that  no  disposition  of 
any  money  I  have  received  on  these  draughts  has  been 
heard  of  T    This  is  as  bold  a  falsehood  as  ever  came  from 
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any  body  of  men.  You  assert  that  no  person  has  heard  of 
such  disposition;  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  know  this 
otherwise  than  by  fall  proof  before  you  that  none  of  that 
money  was  disposed  of,  or  that  it  still  remains  in  my 
hands;  and  of  this  you  have  not  the  least  appearance  of 
evidence,  while  you  thus  endeavor  to  throw  so  gross  a 
slander  on  your  Governor's  character.  On  the  contrary,.! 
may  ask  whether  there  be  any  person  of  the  least  note  or 
curiosity  in  this  country,  who  has  not  heard  of  several  par- 
ties of  Indians,  sent  out  at  several  times  against  Canada, 
last  summer  and  since,  and  of  no  less  than  600  men  march- 
ing at  one  time,  and  that  very  considerable  nomberfl  of 
Indians  have  been  from  time  to  time  clothed  and  armed, 
and  constantly  found  with  provisions,  and  that  several  per- 
sons, both  whites  and  Indians,  have  been  sent  among  the 
distant  Nations  with  presents  to  engage  them  in  our  inter- 
'est,  and  to  bring  their  fighting  men  to  us,  and  messages 
have  been  continually  passing  back  and  forward  on  these 
and  such  like  occasions. 

Let  me  ask  you,  whether  this  Province  has  paid  one 
farthing  of  any  expense  upon  these  occasions!  For  you 
must  know  it ;  and  if  this  Province  did  not,  who  did  pay  all 
this  great  expense!  If  I  did  not,  nay  tell  me  who  was 
capable  of  doing  it  without  making  large  draughts  for  it! 

It  is  well  known  how  difficult  it  was  before  the  treaty  I 
had  last  year  at  Albany,  to  get  a  dozen  or  a  score  of  Indians 
to  go  out  to  scout,  and  what  a  charge  these  small  numbers 
cost;  and  now  Col.  Johnson  engages  to  bring  a  1000  or 
more  together  upon  any  reasonable  notice.  It  appears 
from  Mr.  Johnson's  examination,  taken  before  a  Committee 
of  the  Council,  and  communicated  by  me  to  yon,  at  the  time 
my  message  was  sent,  that  the  far  greatest  number  of 
sachems  were  in  the  French  interest ;  and  they  had  received 
belts  from  the  Governor  of  Canada ;  that  since  I  employed 
that  Gentlemen,  in  consequence  of  the  promises  they  had 
made  me,  they  had  given  ap  these  belts,  and  were  entered 
heartily  into  the  war  against  Canada;  and  that  many 
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nnmerous  Indian  nations,  living  at  so  great  a  distance  from 
us,  whose  names  are  bat  lately  known  to  us,  are  now  court- 
ing our  friendship,  and  ready  to  declare  against  the  French. 
Can  any  man  in  his  senses  imagine  that  all  these  things 
could  be  done  without  a  large  expense  of  moneyf  But, 
Gentlemen,  as  to  whatever  sums  I  received  by  these 
draughts,  I  am  in  no  sense  accountable  to  you,  since  none 
of  it  was  given  by  yon,  neither  are  you  judges  of  the  dis- 
position of  it,  nor  if  any  accounts  of  the  disposition  were 
laid  before  you,  can  you  give  a  discharge  or  acquittance 
for  a  single  penny  of  it ;  and  therefore,  yon  have  not  any- 
thing to  do  with  it 

The  making  Peace  and  War,  treating  with  foreign 
Nations,  and  all  the  executive  parts  of  government,  are 
indisputed  parts  of  the  King's  prerogative;  and  at  last 
before  you  conclude  your  resolves,  you  discover  for  what 
purpose  this  vile  slander  is  thrown  upon  your  Governor,- 
with  no  less  view  than  to  wrest  his  Majesty's  authority  out 
of  the  hands  of  his  Governor,  and  to  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  men  with  whom  you  propose  to  deposit  the  money; 
for  since  nothing  can  be  done  without  money,  then  the 
Governor  cannot  do  anything  with  the  Indians,  but  at  the 
pleasure  of  these  men  with  whom  the  money  is  deposited, 
and  by  that  means  you,  or  rather  a  faction  among  you, 
become  the  Govemora  of  both  Governor  and  Indians. 

Tour  5th  resolve  shows  how  little  you  consider  the 
danger  of  the  garrison  at  Osw^fo  at  this  time,  and  the 
difBcuIties  that  may  attend  the  sending  any  relief,  or  the 
necessary  provisions  thither. 

Your  zeal  for  encouraging  the  Indians,  in  prosecuting 
the  war  against  Canada,  I  am  sorry  to  see  in  what  manner 
it  appears,  by  your  6th  resolve;  when  the  Indians  of  the 
Six  Nations  declared  war  against  the  French  last  year  at 
Albany,  they  made  it  a  condition  that  while  their  young 
men  were  out  fighting  our  battles  for  us,  the  old  men,  women 
and  children,  sliould  be  tak^i  care  of  by  ua,  and  protected. 
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and  for  that  purpose  desired  to  have  one  or  two  places 
fortified  at  our  expense  in  each  Nation.  This  in  itself 
appeared  so  reasonable,  that  I  believe  no  man  in  bis  senses 
can  think  it  ought  to  have  been  refused;  and  if  I  had  re- 
fused it,  and  thereupon  the  Indians  had  declined  joining  ns 
in  the  war,  you  would  not  have  failed  to  blame  me;  what 
regard  you  have  to  the  haior  of  this  Government,  and  jus- 
tice to  the  Indians,  appears  from  this  Besolve;  when  to 
show  your  thankfulness  to  the  Indians,  who  have  exposed 
their  lives,  and  are  ready  again  to  expose  their  lives,  in 
defence  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  when  they  de- 
sire assistance  from  us,  for  the  safety  of  their  old  men, 
women  and  children,  you.  Gentlemen,  in  effect  say  we  will 
take  no  more  care  of  yon  than  those  will  who  live  many 
hundred  miles  from  you,  and  never  received  any  immediate 
defence  from  yon ;  and  if  they  will  not,  we  will  not. 

Pray,  Gentlemen,  from  whence  do  you  expect  certain  and 
undoubted  advice  that  the  forces  at  Albany  are  to  be  dis- 
charged from  his  Majesty's  payt  Did  you,  or  any  Assem- 
bly, receive  any  orders  or  advice  directly  from  his  Majesty 
or  Ms  Ministers,  or  otherwise  than  from  the  Governor  of 
this  Province  T  The  Forces  at  Albany  are  under  my  com- 
mand only,  and  you  never  will  know  anything  of  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  about  these  forces,  but  from  me,  or 
from  my  snocessor.  This  resolve  seems  a  very  forced 
introduction  of  a  very  modest  claim  of  the  command  of  the 
army,  under  the  title  of  regulations.  But,  Gentlemen,  I  can 
tell  you  that  while  yon  are  thus  in  vain  misspending  the 
time,  in  making  regulations  of  bis  Majesty's  forces,  which 
ought  to  be  employed  in  making  provision  for  the  safety 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  you  will  soon  have  none 
of  these  forces  at  Albany  to  make  any  regulations  about 
them,  if  you  do  not  accept  of  them  under  such  regulations 
as  his  Majesty  thinks  proper ;  and  this  you  can  only  know 
from  me,  and  yon  must  accept  of  them  on  the  footing  I  pro-  ' 
posed,  or  not  accept  of  them  at  all.    His  Majesty  will  not 
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part  with  the  least  branch  of  his  prerogative  relating  to 
Military  Affairs;  nor  dare  I,  nor  will  I,  give  up  the  least 
branch  of  it  on  any  consideratioa,  however  desirons  you 
may  be  to  share  in  it,  or  to  have  the  whole  command. 

And  to  put  this  your  claim  of  the  command  of  the  army 
out  of  dispute,  you  send  your  orders  next  to  me,  relating  to 
the  Fort  at  Saraghtoga;  and  this  you  do  at  a  time  when 
some  of  you  at  least  know  that  though  I  heartily  inclined  to 
do  all  that  you  now  desire  of  me,  it  is  at  this  time  imprac- 
ticable. 

The  design  of  these  resolves  will  too  evidently  appear 
to  all  considerate  men  to  be  no  other  than  by  raising  a  most 
unreasonable  clamour  against  me,  for  what  was  not  in  my 
power  to  prevent;  to  throw  an  unjust  odiimi  on  my  admin- 
istration, when  at  the  same  time  what  may  have  happened 
is  principally  occasioned  by  the  unreasonable  opposition 
you  have  made  to  all  reasonable  measures  which  were  con- 
certed to  prevent  it. 

You  have  not  by  the  constitution  of  the  government  any 
share  in  the  execution  of  military  orders ;  you  are  not  from 
the  nature  of  things,  capable  of  judging  of  these  matters, 
because  you  cannot  pretend  to  that  knowledge  or  skill, 
that  is  necessary  for  this  service;  neither  can  you  have 
sufficient  information  to  know  what  is  proper  on  the  sev- 
eral events  which  may  arise  every  day  in  military  affairs. 

I  formerly  told  yon  that  the  frontiers  of  this  Province 
could  not  be  secured  by  that  fort,  so  as  in  any  manner  to 
prevent  the  incursions  of  the  enemy;  and  in  this,  I  have 
the  unanimous  consent  of  all  who  are  capable  of  judging, 
and  who  have  sufficient  information  to  judge ;  and  what  has 
happened  to  that  fort,  I  forewarned  you  of  in  my  former 
messages,  was  likely  to  happen,  unless  you  gave  me  proper 
assistance  to  preserve  it;  which  yon  have  not  done;  It  has 
occasioned  a  heavy  expense  to  the  Crown,  in  the  reliefs 
that  became  too  frequently  necessary;  nothing  has  caused 
80  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  soldiers,  as  their  being 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Geoege  Clinton,  1747.  429 

seat  to  that  garrisoD;  and  more  lives  have  been  lost  by  its 
diBadvantageons  situation,  than  by  any  other  cause  since  the 
commencement  o,f  the  war.  It  was  at  first  placed  there  by 
conuniBsionerB  recommended  to  me  by  the  Council,  as  the 
properest  persons  to  be  intrusted;  who,  as  has  been 
since  discovered,  had  not  the  public  benefit  in  view,  but  to 
preserve  some  quantities  of  wheat,  their  own  property,  and 
then  growing. 

No  reason  can  be  assigned  for  continuing  a  garrison  in 
that  place,  but  as  it  is  a  step  towards  Canada,  in  case  the 
expedition  bad  gone  on  this  summer,  and  because  some  of 
the  warlike  stores  for  that  expedition  were  lodged  there, 
and  that  the  withdrawing  an  advanced  post  might  give  dis- 
couragement to  the  Indians  our  Friends;  but  when  it  could 
not  be  longer  maintained  without  hazarding  a  total  dissolu- 
tion of  the  forces  at  Albany,  and  the  loss  of  the  cannon  and 
stores  lodged  there,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  to  with- 
draw the  cannon  and  stores,  and  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
taking  an  advantage  of  these  misfortunes,  and  which  were 
in  a  great  measure  occasioned  by  your  behavior,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  measures  I  bad  taken,  and  represented  to  you  as 
necessary  for  securing  that  post.  I  must  leave  it  to  his 
Majesty's  ministers  to  judge  whether  I  have  not  done  every 
thing  incumbent  on  me,  or  in  my  power,  on  this  occasion; 
and  to  judge  whether  you  have  done  your  duty  for  his 
Majesty's  service,  and  the  safety  of  the  people  whom  you 
represent. 

Finding  by  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings  since  the 
last  prorogation,  that  you  were  going  upon  numerous  mat- 
ters and  bills,  some  of  them  of  small  weight  and  conse- 
quence at  this  time,  when  I  think  the  Province  to  be  in  the 
greatest  danger;  and  when  I  thought  all  things  ought  to  be 
postponed  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  matter  of  the 
message  I  sent  yon  the  first  day  of  your  meeting,  for  secur- 
ing the  frontiers,  and  the  lives  and  estates  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province ;  I  sent  the  message  the  8th  of  this 
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month,  to  incite  you  to  proceed  on  the  sabject  matter  of 
that  first  message,  without  delay ;  and  for  tiiat  purpose,  I 
told  you,  that  I  would  receive  nothing  from  yon  on  any 
other  subject,  till  I  should  know  your  resolutions  as  to  the 
securing  the  frontiers,  and  the  safety  of  the  Province,  after 
which  yon  may  have  time  enough  to  consider  anything  else 
which  you  may  think  proper. 

The  next  day  after  you  received  this  message  you 
ordered  the  doors  to  be  locked  and  the  key  to  be  laid  on  the 
table:  For  what  purpose  was  this  farce  acted  on  this 
occasion!  Was  there  any  appearance  of  any  person  with- 
out doors,  attempting  to  break  in  upon  youT  Or,  did  any 
of  your  own  members  seem  willing  to  run  away?  I  am 
well  assured  that  was  not  the  case  1  Was  it  then  to  assume 
a  power  to  shut  me  out,  that  I  might  not  have  access  to 
you  by  message,  or  otherwise  T  If  so,  the  doing  of  it  is  a 
high  insult  on  his  Majesty's  authority,  and  a  withdrawing 
of  your  allegiance  for  that  time. 

But,  Gentlemen,  wherein  by  this  message  did  I  encroach 
upon  yonr  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  T  I  told  yon 
what  I  would  do,  or  not  do,  myself;  that  is,  I  would  receive 
nothing  from  you  till  I  knew  your  resolutions  for  securing 
the  Province.  I  imposed  nothing  on  you  but  that  message; 
have  not  I  liberty  to  act,  as  well  as  youT  And  may  I  not 
complain  of  any  encroachment  upon  my  liberty  and  author- 
ity, as  well  as  any  other  subject  or  officer  of  the  Kingt 

Consider,  Gentlemen,  by  what  authority  you  sit,  and  act 
as  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province !  I  know  of  none 
but  by  the  authority  of  the  King's  Commission  and  in- 
structions to  me,  which  are  alterable  at  his  Majesty's 
pleasure.  You  seem  to  place  it  upon  the  same  foundaiion 
with  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain ;  and  if  I  mis- 
take not,  you,  by  the  resolves  of  the  9th  of  this  month,  as- 
sume all  the  privileges  and  rights  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain ;  if  so,  you  assume  a  right  to  be  a 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Kingdom,  and  deny  your 
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dependence  and  subjection  on  the  Crown  and  Parliament. 
If  you  have  not  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  then  the  giver  of  the  authority  by  which  you 
act,  has  or  can  put  bounds  and  limitations  upon  your  rights 
and  privileges,  and  alter  them  at  pleasure ;  and  has  a  power 
to  restrain  yon  when  you  endeavor  to  transgress;  and  I  must 
now  tell  you,  that  I  have  his  Majesty's  express  commands, 
not  to  suffer  you  to  bring  some  matters  into  your  House, 
or  to  debate  upon  them;  and  for  that  reason,  the  custom  has 
been  long  established  of  the  Clerk  of  your  House  to  show 
every  day  to  the  Governor  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
of  your  House ;  and  it  is  an  undutifnl  behavior  to  keep  any- 
thing secret  from  me  that  is  under  year  consideration. 

In  short,  Gentlemen,  I  must  likewise  tell  you,  that  every 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Province,  and  all  of  them 
together,  may  be  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law;  and  there 
is  a  power  able  to  punish  you,  and  that  will  punish  you,  if 
you  provoke  that  power  to  do  it  by  your  misbehavior, 
otherwise  you  must  think  yoarselves  independent  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain.  But  before  I  conclude  on  the 
head  of  these  extraordinary  resolves,  I  cannot  but  take 
notice  of  that  unmannerly  method  taken  up  by  you  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Assembly,  of  ordering  me  to  be  served 
from  time  to  time  with  copies  of  your  resolutions.  This 
is  a  method  no  way  warranted  by  any  practice  in  parlia- 
ment, (whose  practice  you  think  ought  to  be  the  rule  of 
your  conduct)  it  Is  highly  disrespectful  to  that  author- 
ity which  his  Majesty  has  placed  in  me,  and  is  an  assuming 
in  some  sense  an  authority  over  me,  and  a  direction  of  my 
conduct.  For  what  purjwse  else  can  this  be  done,  since 
without  this,  by  a  practice  established  ever  since  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  sat  in  this  Province,  the  proceedings  thereof 
are  daily  communicated  to  the  Governor;  and  in  pursuance 
of  his  Majesty's  commands,  all  your  proceedings  ought  to 
be  coromunicated,  that  the  Governor  may  put  a  stop  to 
them,  when  they  become  disorderly  or  undutifnl  to  his  Maj- 
esty, or  perhaps  criminal. 
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This  leads  me  to  consider  a  most  indiscreet  behavior  of 
some  of  the  members  of  your  House,  who  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  I  was  served  with  the  copy  of  your  said  re- 
solves of  the  9th  instant,  came  into  an  apartment  of  my 
House  where  I  was  busy,  and  without  the  least  previous 
notice  one  of  them  offered  to  read  a  large  bundle  of  papers, 
which  he  said  was  a  remonstrance  from  the  House.  Does 
every  private  man  in  this  country  think  his  own  House  his 
Castlet  And  must  your  Governor,  when  in  his  private 
apartment,  be  thus  intruded  uponi  Would  any  private  man 
bear  such  behavior  in  a  stranger?  And  must  your  Gov- 
ernor bear  it  with  patience  T  I  think  therefore  from  such 
behavior,  without  any  other,  I  had  too  much  reason  to 
refuse  to  receive  it,  or  to  suffer  it  to  be  left  with  me  and 
from  some  past  representations  which  have  been  openly 
made  by  your  House,  I  never  will  hereafter  receive  any- 
thing from  your  House  in  public,  the  contents  of  which  is 
not  previously  commxmicated  to  me  in  private,  that  I  may 
judge  whether  it  be  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service 
and  public  good  to  give  access  to  me  for  that  purpose. 

Gbntleheit. — I  must  likewise  on  this  occasion  observe 
to  you  that  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  you  did 
not  as  usual  a«iuaint  me  with  your  being  a  House,  in  order 
to  receive  from  me  what  I  should  think  necessary  for  your 
consideration  at  this  time ;  and  as  I  believe  that  you  can- 
not give  any  instance  where  this  has  been  omitted  by  any 
General  Assembly  of  this  Province,  before  this  time,  I  must 
think  that  this  omission  was  with  design.  Before  I  had  any 
opportunity  of  speaking  or  sending  any  message  to  you, 
you  entered  into  several  resolves,  viz. 

You  resolve  to  take  the  State  of  the  Province,  and  of  the 
Frontiers  into  your  consideration ;  but  without  doing  this, 
or  receiving  any  information  of  the  State  of  the  Province 
or  of  the  Frontiers  being  laid  before  yon. 
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That  the  late  and  frequent  adjourmnents  and  proroga- 
tions I  had  made  of  the  Assembly,  have  occasioned  inter- 
ruptions in  providing  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
frontiers.  Now,  Qentiemen,  is  not  this  an  encroachment 
upon  the  King's  authority  in  my  hands,  and  taking  upon 
yourselves  a  superiority  over,  and  controlling  power  of 
that  authority,  without  acquainting  me  with  any  reasons 
you  bad  for  taking  the  state  of  the  Province  into  your  con- 
sideration t 

]ji  the  same  breath  ^ou  resolve  to  make  a  remonstrance 
upon  the  state  and  condition  of  the  colony,  and  without  re- 
solving what  shall  be  the  subject  matter  of  that  remon- 
strance, you  order  a  conmiittee  to  draw  it  np;  the  committee 
in  a  very  little  time  bring  in  their  remonstrance  into  the 
House;  and  it  will  beyond  contradiction  appear  from  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  your  House,  the  time  when 
you  met,  and  the  time  when  the  committee  brought  it  to  my 
House,  that  there  was  scarcely  time  to  read  it  hastily  over, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  for  your  House  to  form  any  ra- 
tional judgment  on  what  the  Committee  had  done.  Is  this 
acting  like  rational  ment  Is  this  following  precedents  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  which  you  pretend  so 
much  to  imitate!  No,  I'll  defy  any  man  to  give  any  prece- 
dent of  this  nature,  unless  it  was  in  that  House  of  Commons 
that  had  resolved  to  take  away  the  King's  life,  and  to  over- 
turn the  established  government  Nay,  I'll  defy  any  man 
to  show  that  the  Council  or  General  Assembly  of  any  na- 
tion, ever  acted  in  this  manner,  but  where  a  faction  had 
resolved  to  usurp  the  whole  authority  and  power  over  that 
nation. 

I  had  reasons  why  I  should  not  then  take  notice  of  those 
insolent  representations,  as  would  have  become  me;  but 
now  that  those  reasons  are  removed,  and  on  this  occasion, 
when  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  like  insolence  was  in- 
tended, I  must  tell  yon  that  you  therein  not  only  forgot  all 
kind  of  decency  or  respect  to  the  authority  which  his  Maj- 
28 
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esty  has  been  pleased  to  intruBt  me  with  over  this  Province, 
(not  to  mention  the  regard  which  every  man  of  any  toler- 
able manners  must  think  dne  to  the  family  where  I  had  my 
birth)  bat  you  thereby  endeavored  to  make  me  lose  all 
esteem  among  the  people,  and  to  render  it  as  far  as  in  your 
power,  impracticable  to  do  that  service  which  is  required  of 
me  in  opposing  the  enemy.  I  further  say  that  without  any 
regard  to  truth  yon  therein  boldly  asserted  several  things 
whidi,  from  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings,  can  be  proved 
that  you  know  to  be  false;  and,  in-order  to  excuse  your- 
selves with  the  people,  for  denying  me  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  enemy,  and  for 
defence  of  this  Province,  you  endeavor  to  infuse  into  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  I  converted  the  public  money  to 
my  private  use;  but  what  little  pretence  you  had  for  this 
imprudent  assertion,  may  appear  to  strangers  as  well  as 
to  those  better  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  this  Govern- 
ment, when  it  is  made  known  to  them,  that  all  the  public 
money  of  this  Province,  that  came  in  any  manner  into  my 
hands,  in  four  years  since  my  arrival  in  this  place,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  me  for  his  Majesty's  service,  or  the  service 
of  this  Province,  did  not  in  the  whole  amonnt  to  little  more 
than  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  this  currency,  for 
the  nse  of  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians,  and  other  Indians 
tributary  to  them,  when  I  met  them  at  Albany,  and  who 
were  more  nnmerons  there  than  on  sndi  nsnal  occasions  of 
meeting  them. 

Now,  let  any  man  but  consider  what  the  Province  could 
suffer  by  the  most  sinister  management  of  these  occasions, 
when  the  Indians  were  maintained  out  of  that  money  all  the 
time  they  were  at  Albany,  public  presents  were  given  to 
all  the  nations  then  there,  and  private  presents,  as  is  well 
known,  were  likewise  made  out  of  it,  to  the  sachems  of 
every  Nation,  and  a  considerable  one  to  the  Senekas  for 
their  claim  to  Oswego,  which  had  been  promised  them  by 
my  predecessoTB,  but  never  performed;  and  the  Indians 
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were  ont  of  the  same  money,  transported  in  wagons  from 
Schenectady,  16  miles,  to  Albany,  and  from  Albany  back 
again  to  Schenectady,  with  provisions  for  their  journey. 
Now  snppKise  what  yon  please  to  have  been  saved  by  the 
most  sinister  means ;  nay,  suppose  that  all  the  money  which 
came  into  my  hands  had  been  converted  to  my  private  use, 
coald  this  justify  your  proceeding,  which  by  your  commis- 
sioners withholding  the  provisions  for  the  forces,  and  your 
justifying  them  in  so  doing,  and  refusing  the  other  neces- 
sary supplies,  you  did  as  much  as  in  your  power,  prevent 
my  doing  that  service  which  I  concerted,  determined,  and 
was  about  to  have  done,  for  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  and 
protection  of  the  people  of  this  Province;  I  say,  supposing 
what  you  insinuated  had  been  true,  this  never  conld  have 
justified  you  in  your  past  and  present  conduct;  bat  I  assert 
your  insinuations  are  false,  and  which  I  shall  make  appear 
whenever  that  point  shall  properly  come  in  question.  Had 
the  saving  of  the  Country's  money  been  truly  the  design, 
you  would  have  in  the  first  place  privately  acquainted  me 
with  any  information  yon  had  on  that  head,  and  if  I  could 
not  have  satisfied  yon,  you  might  have  applied  in  some 
manner  to  the  King  for  redress,  which  would  have  shown 
at  the  same  time,  the  regard  you  had  for  his  authority,  in 
the  character  of  his  Governor.  But  to  put  it  out  of  ques- 
tion that  the  saving  of  money  to  the  people  yon  represent 
was  no  part  of  your  view,  I  need  only  observe  that  since  I 
had  the  administration  of  this  government,  above  sixty 
thousand  pounds  has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Commis- 
sioners named  by  yon,  and  none  of  them  have  been  to  my 
knowledge  called  to  account  by  yon  to  this  day ;  is  it  because 
all  men  in  this  Province,  excepting  your  Governor,  are  in- 
capable of  turning  any  part  of  the  public  money  to  their 
private  use,  or  because  all  of  them  were  either  of  your  own 
number  or  near  relations  to  some  of  you,  or  in  special 
friendship  with  the  leading  men  among  youT 
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Bnt  the  spirit  of  those  representations,  become  still  more 
evident,  by  the  malice  which  appears  in  them,  against  those, 
who  in  any  manner  endeavored  to  support  me  in  my  ad- 
ministration, when  yon  took  upon  yon  to  judge  of  their 
hearts,  without  assigning  one  single  act,  to  support  the 
heavy  calumnies  yon  endeavored  to  throw  upon  them,  and 
that  in  a  manner,  that  every  man  who  has  the  least  sense  of 
honor,  would  be  ashamed  of  in  private  life,  bnt  much  more 
unbecoming  the  character  of  the  representatives  of  a  peo- 
ple who  have  any  sense  of  moral  honesty.  But  this  will  be 
so  far  from  doing  an  injury  to  these  persons'  characters, 
that  you  establish  their  good  diaracter  when,  after  you 
show  so  great  an  inclination  to  discover  faults  and  blem- 
ishes, you  have  not  been  able  to  point  out  one. 

I  must,  before  I  leave  this  subject,  take  notice  of  your 
refusing  to  supply  the  Independent  Companies  of  the 
King's  troops  with  provisions  who  are  posted  at  Albany 
in  your  defence;  it  is  well  known  that  these  troops  cannot 
at  this  time  subsist  there  on  their  pay,  as  they  have  no 
means  of  supporting  themselves  otherwise  when  from  duty, 
or  if  they  could  support  themselves,  is  it  reasonable  to 
think  they  could  be  satisfied  to  serve  for  pay  alone,  when 
the  new  levies  in  their  sight,  have  as  good  pay  and  pro- 
visions; besides,  this  refusal  can  have  no  other  tendency 
but  that  of  the  dissolution  of  those  troops,  and  for  what- 
ever reasons  yon  may  desire  this,  it  is  my  duty  to  prevent 
it,  and  therefore,  if  these  troops  be  not  there  furnished 
with  provisions  by  you,  I  must  withdraw  them  all  into  some 
other  parts  of  the  Province  where  they  can  subsist. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  reflect  from  whence  this  so  long  con- 
tinned,  unbecoming  conduct  to  your  King  and  Country  can 
arise;  it  seems  to  me  that  it  can  arise  from  no  other  but 
one  or  more  of  the  following  motives : 

A  firm  principle  of  disloyalty,  that  you  would  endeavor 
by  all  means  in  your  power,  to  deliver  up  the  country  to  the 
King's  enemies;  or 
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In  favor  of  that  shameful  ueatrality,  which  it  is  gener- 
ally believed  Bome  in  this  Province  have  endeavored  to 
establish  between  this  Province  and  Canada  at  this  time, 
Buc^  as  was  established  in  the  war  in  Queen  Anne's  reign, 
by  which  the  French  in  Canada  gained  great  advantages 
over  the  neighboring  colonies,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  com- 
mon interest  of  the  nation. 

A  design  to  overturn  the  present  constitution  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  thus  throwing  the  administration  into  con- 
fnsion,  or, 

Lastly,  to  satisfy  the  pride  and  private  malice  and  ran- 
cour of  a  few  men,  at  the  hazard  of  the  lives  and  estates  of 
your  constituents;  that  such  there  are  in  this.country  is  no 
secret,  nor  what  share  they  have  in  your  private  oonaulta- 
tiona. 

Gentlemen ;  I  have  again  and  again,  when  yon  had  fallen 
into  unreasonable  heats  and  passions,  so  as  to  break  out 
into  indecent  expressions  and  undutiful  behavior,  ad- 
journed or  prorogued  your  House,  that  you  might  have  time 
to  cool,  and  to  give  you  what  example  I  could,  in  preventing 
the  renewal  of  any  past  difFerences ;  you  cannot  find  one  in- 
stance, wherein  at  the  opening  of  any  session,  I  seemed  to 
have  any  remembrance  of  any  differences  which  had  ap- 
peared in  the  preceding  sessions ;  your  behavior  has  been 
quite  otherwise;  you  omitted  no  opportunity  to  renew 
differences,  often  to  lug  them  in  head  and  shoulders ;  this 
among  many  other  things,  will  evidently  show  whether  you 
or  I  have  had  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this  Province  most 
at  heart  in  this  time  of  danger.  And  now.  Gentlemen,  when 
you  have  reason  to  expect  a  proper  resentment  from  me, 
I  will  disappoint  you  once  more:  all  these  aspersions  you 
have  endeavored  to  throw  on  me  cannot  hurt  my  char- 
acter with  those  whose  esteem  I  value;  and  you  are  not 
capable  of  making  a  proper  reparation  for  the  injuries 
you  have  attempted  to  do. 
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And  therefore,  I  shall  again  reocHumend  to  yon  to  make 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  security  of  the  Frontiers, 
and  for  preserving  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians,  and  their  en- 
couragement in  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Frendi, 
as  I  did  by  n^''  message  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  and 
that  you  dispatch  this  affair  without  delay,  by  not  intermix- 
ing any  other  business  that  can  be  as  well  done  afterwards 
as  now,  till  all  that  is  necessary  be  completed,  by  these  bills 
being  passed  your  House;  because  no  man  can  tell  what 
inconveniences  may  arise,  or  what  mischiefs  may  happen 
every  day  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers. 

I  am  well  assured  that  the  Governor  of  Canada  has  too 
good  information  of  what  passed  in  this  Province;  these 
open  and  public  differences  among  ourselves  may  encour- 
age him  to  make  attempts  which  otherwise  he  never  would 
have  thou^t  of. 

And  that  I  may  as  much  as  in  my  power  prevent  any 
delay  which  may  arise  from  misunderstanding  or  other- 
wise, I  now  tell  you  that  I  will  not  give  my  assent  to  any 
bill  in  which  the  issuing  or  disposition  of  the  public  money 
is  directed  otherwise  than  as  his  Majesty's  commission 
and  instructions  to  me  direct,  or  which  shall  lay  any  limita- 
tions or  clogs  on  his  Majesty's  authority  with  respect  to- the 
disposition  or  command  of  the  forces,  or  which  in  any  sense 
may  lessen  his  Majesty's  authority  in  my  hands  with  res- 
pect to  military  affairs. 

If  you  make  anything  contrary  to  his  Majesty's  commis- 
sion  or  instructions  a  condition  of  your  granting  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this  Province, 
I  now  tell  you  that  it  will  be  trifling  with  the  lives  and  es- 
tates of  your  constituents,  by  exposing  them  in  this  time  of 
danger  without  relief;  for  I  never  will  yield  to  it.  The  ill 
effects  of  the  condescensions  of  the  Governors  of  this  Pro- 
vince are  now  too  sensibly  felt  to  continue  anything  of  that 
method;  bnt  at  the  same  time  none  of  you  shall  be  more 
desirous  than  I  am  that  the  public  money  be  disposed  of  in 
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the  most  proper  and  frugal  maimer,  and  that  yoa  be  fully 
satisfied  by  all  reasonable  methods  consistent  with  that 
constitution  of  Qovernment  which  his  Majesty  has  estab- 
lished in  this  Province,  that  it  has  been  applied  to  the  nses 
for  which  it  is  granted. 

G.  CLINTON." 

October  14.  At^owledging  a  conmumication  from  the 
Assembly  in  relation  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  forts 
and  garrisons  of  Saratoga  and  Oswego,  and  in  relation  to 
the  forces  at  Albany,  the  Governor  said  he  bad  not  yet 
received  any  advices  from  Mr.  Shirley  or  Mr.  ECnowles  re- 
lating to  such  forces,  and  that  he  would  consider  other 
parts  of  the  message. 

October  16.  The  Governor  sent  to  the  Assembly  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  war : 

"  Some  things  necessary  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  for  the  welfare 
and  protection  of  the  said  Province,  and  now  recommended 
to  them,  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 

'50  Bangers,  at  2s.  6d.  per  day, 

and  provisions  for  182  days. 
1  Captain,  at  6s.  per  day,  and 

provisions  for  182  days. 
1  Lieutenant,  at  4s.  per  day,  and 
provisions  for  182  days. 

At  Albany,  The  same 

At  Schenectady,  The  same 

At  Skohary,  1 

Canajoharie  and  the    V  The  same 
Mohawks  Country,     J 

Besides  50  Indians  to  be  continually  employed  npon  the 
scout,  who  are  to  be  relieved  by  short  intervals  by  50  other 
Indians. 

A  smith  to  each  Indian  Nation,  with  two  men  to  attend 
eadi  Smith. 


At  Kinderhook 
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Besides  the  above  charges,  it  is  my  opinion,  for  the  next 
six  months  twelve  hundred  pounds  may  be  sufficient  for 
preserving  and  cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  Indians, 
as  I  have  been  at  a  very  considerable  expense  on  behalf  of 
the  Crown  to  promote  that  end  these  twelve  months  past, 
by  engaging  them  in  the  War,  and  maintaining  them  ready 
and  fit  for  service  all  that  time. 

The  charges  of  sending  expresses  with  my  orders  to  the 
militia  colonels,  and  the  charge  for  the  respective  colonels 
for  sending  their  orders  to  the  officers  under  their  com- 
mand, besides  other  contingencies,  which  in  time  of  war 
must  be  considerable  and  unavoidable. 

I  find  that  provisions  for  maintaining  the  double  garrison 
at  Oswego  lias  been  neglected,  which  I  recommended  to  be 
immediately  provided  for,  together  with  the  expenses  for 
sending  reliefs  to  Oswego,  at  any  time  it  shall  be  thought 


Provisions  for  so  many  of  the  Independent  Companies 
as  shall  remain  at  Albany  or  on  the  frontiers. 

As  I  conceive  that  the  charges  of  1009  men  on  the  front- 
iers, which  is  thought  expedient  for  the  defence  thereof, 
and  other  expenses  necessary  for  the  preserving  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indians,  may  be  heavy  on  the  people  of  this 
Province  if  continued  on  them,  without  the  assistance  of 
the  other  colonies,  I  propose  that  this  expense  be  now  pro- 
vided for  three  months,  in  which  time  I  shall  use  my  en- 
deavors witb  all  the  governments  to  the  southward,  aa 
far  as  Carolina,  to  join  in  taking  a  share  of  this  expense; 
and  then  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  the  Assembly  may 
meet  again  to  know  the  result  of  my  endeavors,  and  to  con- 
sider what  may  b©  further  necessary  to  be  done. 

G.  CLINTON." 

At  the  same  time  the  CK>Temor  sent  to  the  Assembly  a 
certificate  of  Col.  William  Johnson  in  relation  to  several 
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French  priBoners  and  scalps  taken  by  parties  sent  out  by 
him. 

October  19.  The  Governor  sent  to  the  Assranbly  the  fol- 
lowing message,  which  was  also  sent  to  the  Council  on  the 
21st: 

"In  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  conunands,  I  am  to 
inform  you  that  his  Majesty  has  for  the  present  laid  aside 
the  expedition  intended  against  Canada,  and  has  ordered 
the  forces  levied  in  America  for  that  expedition  to  be  dis- 
charged, except  so  many  of  them  as  it  shall  be  thought 
requisite  to  retain  for  the  defence  of  Nova  Scotia.  I  am 
farther  directed  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  furnish  such 
sums  of  money,  or  credit,  as  may  be  wanted  to  pay  the 
Forces  levied  in  this  Province  for  that  expedition^  till  it 
be  provided  for  by  Parliament;  for  which  purpose,  ac- 
counts of  the  whole  expense  incurred  on  account  of  the 
American  troops  from  the  time  of  their  being  levied  to  the 
time  of  their  disdiarge,  is  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Grace 
the  Dote  of  Newcastle. 

His  Majesty  hopes  you  will  comply  with  this  demand 
without  difficulty ;  and  I  may  add,  that  as  I  have  paid  the 
private  men  to  the  24th  day  of  Jnne  last,  and  two  months 
pay  to  the  subalterns,  the  demand  on  this  Province  will  be 
80  much  lessened  at  the  time  of  their  dismission.  The  like 
demand  is  to  be  made  on  the  other  colonies  who  levied 
troops  for  the  same  service. 

On  this  occasion,  I  shall  renew  the  proposal  I  formerly 
made  you  of  retaining  what  number  of  the  levies  now  at 
Albany  yon  shall  be  willing  to  pay  for  the  present  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  this  Province;  by  which  likewise  the 
charge  of  raising  new  levies,  in  pursuance  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  with  the  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
Connecticut,  may  be  lessened." 

■  Thla  BUggestion  was  included  in  an  act,  chap.  8S3,  paued  November  2.')th, 
proridiDg  (or  tbe  tqnipmNit  and  antwistaiM  of  eight  eampaniM  for  frontier 
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As  it  is  become  necessary  that  I  know  yonr  resolutions 
on  these  heads  without  delay,  and  to  prevent  the  proposing 
conditions  which  may  occasion  delay,  whatever  of  these 
forces  are  to  be  retained  most  be  retained  on  the  same  pay, 
both  as  to  officers  and  private  men,  on  which  they  entered 
into  his  Majesty's  service;  and  that  in  case  yon  do  not 
retain  all  that  are  now  remaining  at  Albany  after  they  shall 
be  reduced  into  complete  companies  of  one  hundred  men 
each,  as  I  formerly  proposed  to  you,  the  choice  of  such  as 
I  shall  think  most  proper  for  the  service  must  be  left  to 
me.  After  I  shall  know  yonr  resolutions  to  comply  with 
the  whole,  or  any  part  of  what  I  now  propose,  estimates  of 
the  sums  requisite  shall  be  laid  before  you.  I  must  again 
repeat  that  his  Majesty's  service  requires  that  I  know  your 
resolutions  without  delay;  an  express  which  came  from 
Boston  being  detained  for  that  purpose. 

G.  CLINTON." 

The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  to  provide  for  the 
retention  and  subsistence  of  eight  companies  on  the  fron- 
tier, but  on  account  of  the  impoverished  condition  of  the 
colony,  thought  that  no  appropriation  should  be  made  to 
pay  the  forces  levied  in  this  colony  on  the  expedition 
against  Canada,  until  it  be  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

October  26.  Recommending  an  appropriation  to  pay  the 
troops  on  the  frontiers. 

November  2.  The  Assembly  having  expressed  its  unwill- 
ingness to  comply  with  the  Govenior's  request,  he  sent  the 
following  conmmnication : 

*'In  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  your  House  on 
Saturday  last,  communicated  to  me,  as  usual,  by  the  Clerk, 
I  find  the  following  resolve, 

'  The  Committee  having  maturely  considered  bis  Ex- 
cellency's message  of  the  24th  instant,  are  extremely  sur- 
prised, that  his  Excellency  shonld  now  recommend  it  to  the 
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House  to  make  provision  for  large  detachments  of  the 
militia,  for  the  defence  (as  it  is  said)  of  the  frontiers,'  &c 
Did  not  I,  by  my  message  of  the  19th  of  last  month  (to 
vhich  you  likewise  refer  in  the  same  resolve)  recommend 
to  you  by  his  Majesty's  orders  to  advance  or  give  credit 
for  such  sums  of  money  aa  shall  be  necessary  for  the  pay 
of  the  Forces  levied  in  the  Province  on  the  expedition 
against  Canada  T  And  did  not  I  propose  to  you  to  retain 
for  the  defence  of  this  Province  so  many  of  those  forces  as 
you  should  be  willing  to  pay  on  the  same  terms  or  rates 
on  which  they  entered  into  his  Majesty's  servicet  Have 
you  complied  with  any  of  the  terms  of  that  message  t  Have 
you  not  refused  to  give  the  King  credit  for  such  soma  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  those  forces  till  provision  be  made 
by  Parliamentt  Have  you  not  by  your  Speaker  communi- 
cated to  me  the  terms  on  which  you  are  willing  to  pay 
eight  companies  of  the  new  levies,  viz.  by  reducing  the  pay 
of  captains  eight  shillings  per  day,  and  the  sabaltems  to 
four  shillings  per  day,  current  money  of  this  Province, 
which  is  reducing  their  pay  to  less  than  one  half 
of  the  British  establishment,  such  pay  as  no  man  who  de- 
serves to  be  intrusted  will  accept,  being  less  than  what 
tradesman  and  daily  laborers  earn  in  their  occupations  in 
this  Province  in  peace  and  quietness,  without  any  risk  to 
their  persons;  will  any  man  undertake,  or  can  any  man 
give  reasonable  hopes  that  eight  companies  can  be  re- 
tained, otherwise  than  by  paying  what  is  due  to  the  officers 
and  men,  and  continuing  them  on  the  same  footing  on  which 
they  were  enlisted  t  I  formerly  told  you,  and  I  now  repeat, 
that  I  have  no  hope  of  retaining  them  otherwise  than  in 
the  manner  I  proposed ;  if  then,  the  new  levies  cannot  be 
retained,  must  not  the  frontiers  be  exposed  to  the  enemy 
by  iheae  forces  leaving  the  frontiers  T  And  may  not  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  be  exposed  to  great  disorders 
if  the  new  levies  return  in  discontent,  and  without  any 
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clothes  or  provision  from  the  places  where  they  are  now 
posted,  and  march  in  arms  through  the  country,  provoked 
by  the  contempt  of  their  services  1  Is  It  not  my  duty  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  mischiefs  which  I  foresee 
on  events,  not  only  possible,  but  likely  to  happen  t 

Is  there  any  method  remaining  in  my  power  nnder  this 
state  of  affairs  to  prevent  these  mischiefs,  but  by  the  mili- 
tia of  this  Province?  And  ought  not  the  militia  of  this 
Province  to  be  in  readiness  and  suitably  provided 
for  to  march  on  ail  events  in  times  of  war,  and  when 
the  Province  may  be  suddenly  attacked  by  a  powerful  and 
cruel  enemy  1  I  confess  that  the  method  of  detachments 
must  prove  very  grevious  to  most,  if  not  to  all  those  to 
whom  the  lot  shall  fall;  but  perhaps  this  does  not  weigh 
so  much  with  yoa  and  others  who  know  themselves  to  be 
privileged  against  snch  hardships  I  Otherwise  you  would 
with  more  compassion  think  of  relieving  yonr  neighbors 
from  such  hardships,  that  you  would  very  unwillingly  lay 
on  yourselves.  I  must  do  all  in  my  power  to  protect  the 
lives  and  estates  of  the  people  nnder  my  car?  from  a  cruel 
and  merciless  enemy,  but  I  cannot  do  it  either  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  or  in  the  manner  the  least  grevious  to  the 
inhabitants,  without  yonr  assistance.  The  people,  I  am 
assured,  are  willing  to  lend  their  purses  for  this  service, 
and  for  their  own  ease,  if  you  would  allow  them  to  open 
them.  Why  do  you  thus  run  counter  to  the  desires  of 
yonr  eonstituentsf  The  time  is  pressing;  it  admits  of  no 
delay;  we  know  not  what  advantage  the  enemy  may  snddenly 
and  unexpectedly  take  of  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this 
Province,  and  of  which  I  am  afraid  they  have  too  good 
information. 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  indeed,  that  the  representatives 
of  a  people  should  be  doing  all  in  their  power  to  render  their 
Governor's  endeavors  ineffectual  for  the  preservation  of 
the  people,  which  yonr  resolves  certainly  have  a  tendency 
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to  do;  for  what  other  purpose  can  this  surprise  in  you  be 
published,  bat  to  occasiou  disobedience  in  the  militia  to  my 
orders  f  And  for  what  other  purpose  are  the  reflections 
of  unsteady  counsels,  continually  varying,  &e.  thrown  out 
at  this  timet  Certainly  counsels  must  vary,  as  the  events 
on  which  they  are  founded  do.  You  only  have  given  occa- 
sion to  any  variation  in  my  counsels  at  this  time;  but  I  shall 
still  keep  steady  in  using  my  endeavors  with  you,  to  furnish 
me  with  the  means  necessary  to  preserve  the  people  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  in  safety,  as  much  as  possible,  on  all 
events;  and  must  therefore  exhort  yon  to  throw  off  this 
surprise,  and  enable  me  to  defend  this  Province  and  the 
people  in  it  in  the  manner  I  recommended  to  you  in  my 
former  messages,  .and  which  I  am  persuaded  must  be  both 
the  most  effectual  and  the  least  grievous  to  the  inhabitants 
of  any  method  which  I  have  heard  proposed." 

G.  CLINTON." 

The  G-ovemor  also  presented  the  account  of  Isaac  Van 
Dam  for    subsistence  of  French  prisoners." 

November  10.  The  Assembly  sent  a  committee  to  the 
Ck>vemor  to  snggest  his  immediate  approval  of  a  bill  re- 
lating to  the  subsistence  of  troops  on  the  frontiers.  The 
conmiittee  did  not  see  the  Governor,  but  were  informed  by 
his  Secretary  that  he  was  busy  preparing  dispatches  for 
Boston,  and  would  receive  no  message  from  the  Assembly 
except  by  the  Speaker. 

November  13.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Governor 
a  formal  address  requesting  the  approval  of  the  bill  for  the 
subsistence  of  forces  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  Governor  re- 
turned the  following  answer: 

"  It  is  true,  that  I  formerly  gave  my  assent  to  two  bills 

■  Payment  of  th«  claim  of  I«uo  Van  Dam  was  provided  for  by  an  act, 
ehap.  BBS,  paued  April  9,  1T4S,  making  appropriationa  lor  lalariea,  lervlGec 
and  eoBtlngnusiM. 
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of  the  same  nature  with  this ;  I  have  been  blamed  at  home 
for  doing  it,  and  I  have  since  given  reasons  to  expect  that 
I  would  not  do  the  like  for  the  future;  I  excused  myself 
by  the  necessity  of-his  Majesty's  service  at  that  time,  and 
I  hope  my  concern  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this 
Province  at  this  time  of  imminent  danger  may  excuse  me 
once  more  in  giving  my  assent  to  the  bill  mentioned  in  this 
address,  and  therefore,  I  resolve  to  give  my  assent  to  it 
accordingly;  but  at  the  same  time,  I  must  recommend  you 
to  take  care  that  no  clauses  be  inserted  in  the  bill  now 
before  your  House  for  the  pay  of  the  forces  to  be  raised 
in  this  Province  for  the  defence  thereof,  to  whidi  any  ex- 
ceptions may  *>e  taken  as  derogatoiy  to  his  Majesty's  pre- 
rogative ;  and  that  likewise,  clauses  be  added  to  it,  not  only 
to  prevent  any  misapplication  of  the  money  destined  for 
the  pay  of  those  forces,  bnt  likewise,  for  more  effectually 
preventing  any  embezzlement  of  the  provisions  than  is 
done  by  the  bill  to  which  yon  desire  my  assent;  since  I 
have  reason  to  think  that  this  has  not  been  sufficiently 
guarded  against  by  the  former  bills  to  which  this  is  similar, 
the  provisions  may  be  sent  up  to  Albany  without  delay,' 

By  a  representation,  whidi  I  have  lately  received  from 
the  officers  of  the  three  Independent  Companies  of  fusileers 
posted  at  Albany  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  I  am 
informed  a  total  dissolution  of  them  is  to  be  feared  if  they 
be  not  found  with  provisions  or  removed  from  thence ;  and 
therefore  I  must  again  recommend  ttiis  to  your  considera- 
tion. 

G.  CLINTON." 

November  25.  Beference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
remonstrance  presented  by  the  Assembly  to  the  Governor 
October  9,  and  his  refusal  to  receive  it  or  hear  it  read.  The 
Assembly  directed  its  publication  in  the  Gazette  (the  offi- 
cial paper),  but  the  Governor  issued  an  order  to  the  printer 
forbidding  the  publication  of  the  remonstrance,  allepng 
that  it  contained  several  "  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious 
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asperBionB  "  on  him  aa  Q-ovemor,  and  directed  that  this 
order  be  published  in  the  Q-azette. 

Following  the  publication  of  this  order,  the  Assembly  on 
the  27th  of  October  adopted  resolutions  declaring : 

*'  That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  people  of  this 
Colony,  to  know  the  proceedings  of  their  representatives 
in  General  Assembly,  and  that  any  attempt  to  obstruct  or 
prevent  their  proceedings  being  printed  and  published  is  a 
violation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
Colony. 

That  any  attempt  to  prohibit  the  printing  or  reprinting 
any  of  the  proceedings  of  this  House  is  an  infringement 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  and  of  the  people  they 
represent 

That  the  humble  remonstrance  of  this  House  of  the  9th 
instant,  though  his  Excellency  (contrary  to  the  uninter- 
rupted usage  in  such  cases)  refused  to  receive  it,  was,  not- 
withstanding, a  regular  proceeding  of  this  House. 

That  his  Excellency's  order  to  forbid  the  printing  or  re- 
printing the  said  remonstrance  is  unwarrantable,  arbitrary 
and  illegal,  and  not  only  an  open  and  manifest  violation  of 
the  privileges  of  this  House,  bat  also  of  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  evidently  tends  to  the  utter  subversion  of  ail  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  this  House,  and  of  the  people  they 
represent 

That  Mr.  Speaker's  ordering  the  said  remonstrance  to 
be  printed  with  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  this  House 
is  regular,  and  entirely  consistent  with  the  duty  of  his 
office  as  Speaker  of  this  House." 

November  12  the  subject  was  taken  up  again  by  the 
Assembly,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  directing  the  pub- 
lic printer  to  print  the  remonstrance  in  the  Gazette,  and 
deliver  ten  copies  to  each  member  of  the  House  "  that  our 
constituents  may  know  that  it  is  our  firm  resolution  to  pre- 
serve the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  to  communicate  our  pro- 
ceedings to  them  that  they  may  judge  of  our  conduct" 

This  action  doubtless  suggested  to  the  Governor  that  it 
would  be  proper  for  him  to  review  recent  events  in  the 
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colony,  which  was  done  in  the  foUowing  message,  dated 
November  25. 

"  Your  resolves  of  the  12th  instant,  and  your  order  to  the 
Printer  thereon,  makes  it  necessary  to  speak  to  yon  at  this 
time  in  different  terms  than  I  wished  to  have  done. 

I  must  recommend  to  your  serious  consideration,  when 
cool  and  free  from  the  influence  of  your  leaders,  whether 
(if  I  had  by  my  order  to  the  Printer  of  the  Gazette,  in- 
fringed on  your  privileges)  it  would  not  have  better  become 
you  to  have  in  some  manner  applied  to  me  on  that  headt 
But  this  method,  I  suppose  did  not  please;  because  thereby 
you  could  not  so  evidently  assume  an  authority  over  me, 
and  to  annul  and  contradict  the  orders  of  your  Governor; 
this  may  be  taken  by  those  who  have  a  right  to  inquire  into 
your  conduct,  as  a  direct  assuming  the  supreme  in  the  exe- 
cutive part  of  the  government ;  and  which  they  may  think 
destructive  of  your  dependency  on  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  of  which  the  people  of  Great  Britain  may  be- 
come jealous. 

Consider  likewise  that  paper  published  under  the  name 
of  a  remonstrance  to  your  House,  and  your  former  rep- 
resentations ;  they  contain  several  things  which  you  hno\(  to 
be  false,  as  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  your  House ; 
in  others  you  manifestly  contradict  yourselves ;  from  things 
notoriously  known  it  must  appear  that  what  you  assert  in 
other  parts  of  them  is  impossible  to  be  true;  no  where  had 
you  any  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  which  you  assert; 
you  were  guided  by  no  principle  of'  action,  but  that  of  a 
blind  faith  in  your  leaders;  this  must  appear  to  any  one 
who  shall  consider  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings,  the 
time  and  circumstances  attending  them;  all  things,  I  say, 
will  appear  to  any  person  attentively  considering  your 
endeavors  to  throw  the  vilest  aspersions  on  your  Govern- 
or's conduct. 

Can  falsehood,  slander  and  malice  be  supported  by  any 
other  methods  than  those  which  you  have  taken!    Would 
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any  man  who  has  the  least  sense  of  honor  take  those 
methods  to  support  truth  I  Or  to  seek  redress  from  any 
real  grievance,  whidi  are  only  proper  to  support  falsehood 
and  malice,  and  propagate  slanderf  For  what  purpose  are 
those  publications  made,  when  those  to  whom  they  are 
made  have  no  means  of  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  them, 
and  can  give  no  legal  redress  to  any  injury,  if  it  were  realt 
Can  anything  be  more  pernicious  to  society! 

Besides  these  things  observable  in  general  throughout 
your  proceedings,  the  method  you  took  to  present  that 
remonstrance  (as  it  is  called)  could  only  be  with  design  to 
show  your  contempt  of  his  Majesty's  authority,  in  the 
diaracter  of  his  Governor  of  this  Province;  by  that  method 
yon  assume  so  far  an  authority  over  your  Governor  that 
you  think  it  incumbent  on  him  to  know,  and  to  pay  a  regard 
to  your  committees,  and  to  papers  si}r-i^  only  by  the  clerk 
of  your  House.  Consider  the  petition  usually  made  by 
your  Speaker  when  presented  to  the  Governor  for  his  ap- 
probation: Your  Speaker  only  desires  access  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's person  for  himself,  and  when  necessary  for  the 
public  service ;  take  the  whole  of  your  proceedings  together 
and  the  spirit  of  your  actions  too  plainly  appears. 

I  must  leave  it  to  my  superiors  to  judge,  whether  that 
printed  paper,  called  a  remonstrance  of  your  House,  has 
not  evidently  all  the  characters  of  a  false,  scandalous  and 
malicious  libel,  against  your  Governor  f  I  must  leave  it 
to  them  to  judge,  whether  I  acted  as  became  the  Governor 
of  this  Province,  in  forbidding  the  Printer  to  re-print  it  in 
his  newspaper,  as  I  was  informed,  the  Speaker  of  your  House 
had  privately  ordered  him  to  do,  after  it  had  been  printed 
in  the  votes  of  your  House?  I  must  likewise  leave  it  to 
my  superiors  to  judge,  whether  I  could  pass  over  such  a 
publication  in  sileoceT  Whether,  with  any  regard  to  my 
character,  I  could  take  notice  of  it  in  any  other  manner 
which  could  g^ve  less  offence,  than  what  I  didt    And 
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Thetber  yon  have  acted  like  honest  men  and  loyal  subjects, 
in  ordermg  a  libel  against  your  Governor  to  be  re-priated, 
and  ten  copies  of  it  to  be  givoi  to  each  of  your  members, 
in  order  to  have  it  dispersed  all  over  the  country,  as  is 
actually  doneT 

As  to  the  popular  outcry  you  endeavor  to  raise  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  I  shall  only  say  that  certainly  this 
Liberty,  as  well  as  any  other  may  be  abused  to  the  injury 
of  others ;  if  an  injury  is  done,  a  proper  remedy  ought  to 
be  applied;  and  such  a  remedy  can  never  be  thought  a  re- 
straint of  any  just  liberty.  I  am  persuaded  that  no  consid- 
erate man  can  think  that  I  offered  any  obstruction  to  the 
liberty  of  the  press  by  forbidding  the  printer  to  publish 
that  one  paper  at  his  peril ;  if  no  peril  in  doing  it,  neither 
the  author  nor  publishers  of  it  can  suffer  by  that  order; 
the  proper  judges  may  in  time  show  whether  I  did  a  service 
or  dis-serviee  to  any  by  such  warning. 

You  know  with  what  earnestness  I  recommended  to  you 
to  provide  for  the  necessary  expense  of  preserving  the 
fidelity  and  friendship  of  the  Six  United  Indian  Nations, 
and  other  Indians  our  friends,  engaged  in  war  with  the 
enemy;  and  though  it  be  now  so  long  since  that  was  laid 
before  you,  you  have  not  made  the  least  provision  for  this 
service,  whidi  none  can  doubt  of  being  of  the  greatest 
importance  for  the  preservation  not  only  of  this,  but  of  all 
the  British  colonies  in  North  America;  such  a  neglect  can 
not  otherwise  be  accounted  for,  but  that  by  the  alteration 
which  may  be  expected  in  the  disposition  of  the  Indians 
from  the  contempt  which  (they  may  apprehend)  you  have 
of  their  past  services,  and  from  other  disappointments  they 
have  met  with;  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  give 
some  color  to  the  vile  falsehoods  and  calumnies,  you  have 
published;  in  hopes  of  doing  this,  all  the  misdiiefs  which 
may  happen  are  of  no  consideration  with  you. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  lay  open  another  design  which 
too  evidently  appears  through  all  your  proceedings;  and     / 
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which  it  is  probable  you  principally  had  in  view,  viz.  an 
intentioD  to  assume  the  superiority  in  the  administration. 
For  this  purpose  you  throw  out  all  the  aspersions  on  your 
Qovemor's  conduct  that  malice  can  invent;  that  thereby 
you  might  disable  him  in  retaining  that  authority  over  the 
people  of  this  Province  which  the  King  has  intrusted  him 
with;  for  what  other  purpose  have  you  attempted  to  put 
in  the  most  odious  light  the  endeavors  I  took  for  the  safety 
of  this  Province,  in  this  time  of  danger?  And  which  I 
must  leave  to  my  superiors  to  judge  whether  t^ey  were  not 
the  most  prudent  that  could  be  taken,  under  the  present 
circumstances. 

The  reason  why  it  became  necessary  to  keep  secret  the 
orders  for  discharging  the  forces  raised  in  America,  on 
the  expedition  Intended  against  Canada,  till  the  time  they 
were  to  be  put  in  execution,  are  now  obvious,  viz.  lest  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  should  be  deserted  before  prepara- 
tion coold  be  otherwise  made  for  the  defence  of  them;  I 
gave  you,  however,  timely  notice  of  what  was  to  happen, 
that  you  might  make  the  provision  requisite  for  that  serv- 
ice. At  the  same  time  I  told  you  in  what  manner  any 
number  of  the  forces  then  posted  on  the  frontiers  might  be 
retained  with  the  greatest  certainty.  You  refused  to  make 
provision  in  the  manner  I  proposed;  you  took  a  different 
and  much  more  uncertain  method ;  and,  after  you  had  fixed 
on  one  method,  you  changed  it  to  another  equally  uncer- 
tain in  its  success;  and  whidi,  on  a  fair  calculation  must 
put  the  Province  to  above  forty  thousand  pounds  more 
expense  than  the  method  I  proposed.  It  is  well  known  how 
dilatory  you  have  been  in  your  proceedings,  while  the 
safety  of  the  Province  required  the  greatest  dispatch  in 
your  resolutions. 

When  I  perceived  the  Province  to  be  thus  exposed  to 
eminent  danger,  I  took  the  only  course  remaining  in  my 
power  for  the  defence  thereof,  either  in  case  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  forces  then  at  Albany  could  not  be 
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retained,  or  that  the  frontlets  should  be  attacked  by  a 
greater  force  than  the  number  of  men  yon  proposed  to  pay 
could  resist. 

As  the  dangers  of  the  enemy  might  happen  suddenly 
(and  when  least  expected),  it  became  necessary  to  put  the 
militia,  without  delay,  into  such  a  disposition  that  they  may 
be  always  in  readiness  on  every  emergency,  for  which  pnr- 
pose  I  gave  orders  that  detachments  may  be  made  of  them 
upon  the  first  appearance  of  danger  that  may  require  more 
force  than  may  at  any  time  happen  to  be  on  or  near  the 
frontiers.  I  never  heard  it  asserted,  that  the  orders  which 
I  then  gave  were  either  illegal  or  partial ;  that  they  either 
favored  one  man,  or  were  oppressive  to  another  or  that 
they  were  unnecessary. 

For  what  purpose,  I  say  then,  were  your  resolves  pnb- 
lished,  which  evidently  tended  to  create  disobedience;  and 
did  accordingly  produce  disobedience  to  these  oitJers, 
'  which  I  am  confident,  will  appear  prudent  and  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  this  Province,  to  all  judicious  and  impar- 
tial ment  Could  this  be  done  for  any  other  end  (if  you 
did  not  design  to  give  up  the  Province  to  the  enemy)  than 
to  usurp  the  command  of  the  militia,  and  to  show  that  bis 
Majesty's  prerogative  and  authority  over  the  militia  (and 
which  was  neverdiBputed),mustbefruitle8sandineffectual, 
unless  he  please  to  take  that  authority  from  you,  and  under 
such  limitations  as  yon  shall  please  to  set  to  itt  It  is  too 
well  known  what  base  insinuations  were  industriously 
spread  among  the  people  at  that  time,  in  order  to  carry 
the  spirit  of  disobedience,  and  the  passions  of  ignorant 
people,  to  the  most  dangerons  heighth;  and  how  indus- 
triously some  of  your  members  were  in  propagating  the 
most  mischievous  sentiments  for  that  purpose.  As  I  then 
publicly  declared  that  I  had  no  intention  to  put  the  people 
of  this  Province  to  any  unnecessary  trouble,  so  since  that 
time  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  it  by  my 
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endeavors  to  retain  as  great  a  number  of  the  forces  now 
at  Albany  as  can  be  done  on  the  encouragement  which  joa 
had  promised.  I  hope  no  bad  event  may  too  evidently 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  the  precaution  I  endeavored 
to  take,  in  having  the  militia  in  readiness  for  preservation 
of  it. 

Your  refusing  the  King  credit  for  payment  of  what  is 
due  to  the  forces  levied  in  this  Province  on  the  expedition 
against  Canada,  till  such  time  as  provision  shall  be  made 
in  Parliament  for  that  service,  too  openly  shows  what 
little  regard  you  have  either  to  the  King's  pleasure,  so 
reasonably  signified  to  you,  or  his  service;  and  likewise 
what  little  regard  you  have  to  those  who  have  been  willing 
to  expose  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
have  on  several  occasions  exposed  their  lives  in  the  de- 
fence of  this  Province.  This  contempt  of  such  signal 
services,  and  neglect  of  men  who  are  now  in  the  greatest 
distress  arising  from  their  zeal  for  their  King  and  country's 
service,  must  for  the  future  discourage  the  like  zeal  in  all 
others ;  and  on  many  accounts  must  be  detrimental  to  the 
people  of  this  Province. 

It  is  now  well  known  that  if  you  had  complied  with  my 
offers  of  retaining  the  forces  posted  at  Albany  in  the  pay 
of  this  Province,  on  the  terms  I  proposed,  a  sufficient 
number  of  disciplined  men  commanded  by  Gentlemen  could 
then  have  been  retained;  and  it  is  now  likewise  so  evident, 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  cannot  at  this  time  be  ob- 
tained in  this  Province  by  the  method  you  have  taken,  that 
the  Council  has  found  it  necessary  to  advise  me  to  apply  to 
the  neighboring  colonies  for  men;  until  a  sufficient  num- 
ber can  be  procured,  the  frontiers  must  remain  exposed 
to  the  enemy ;  and  it  must  remain  uncertain  for  some  time, 
whether  a  sufficient  number  can  be  procured.  Thus,  from 
an  obstinacy  and  some  other  temper  of  mind  (to  which 
it  is  difficult  to  give  a  proper  name),  you  are  willing  to 
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expose  the  lives  and  estates  of  the  people  you  represent  to 
all  cmelties  and  ravages  of  a  merciless  enemy,  rather  than 
to  comply  with  any  demand  of  your  Governor,  however 
reasonable  or  necessary  it  be  for  the  welfare  of  your 
country. 

You  still  further  discover  your  desire  of  assuming  the 
supreme  authority  over  all  military  force  in  this  Province, 
by  your  conduct  towards  the  independent  companies  of 
fusileers  now  posted  at  Albimy  for  the  defence  of  this 
Province,  and  which  have  been  kept  in  it  above  fifty  years 
at  the  charge  of  the  Crown,  for  its  defence.  No  man  can 
say  that  the  private  men  can  subsist  themselves  there  on 
their  pay  at  this  time;  or  that  they  can  at  this  time  find  any 
other  means  for  their  subsistence;  nor  can  any  man  think 
that  they  can  remain  contented  to  see  others  who  do  the 
same  duty  with  them,  receive  double  the  pay  and  pro- 
visions, while  the  country  which  they  protect  refuses  Pro- 
visions to  them.  Does  not  this  plainly  tend  to  a  dissolution 
of  the  companies  t  And  for  what  reasoii  can  this  be  desired 
by  you  at  this  time,  when  men  are  so  much  wanted  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  unless  it  be  that  you  cannot  bear 
any  military  force  in  this  Province,  not  immediately  de- 
pendent on  yout  And  for  this  purpose  you  are  willing  to 
lose  these  troops  likewise,  though  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Province. 

But  the  bills  you  have  framed  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  and  to  which  I  now  give  my  assent,  for  this 
reason  only,  that  you  have  put  it  out  of  my  power  other- 
wise to  save  this  Province  from  the  most  eminent  danger: 
these  bills,  I  say,  put  yonr  designs  out  of  question.  For 
what  purpose  do  you  put  the  provisions  for  the  forces 
at  Albany,  the  pay  of  them  and  the  ammunition,  gunpow- 
der, and  ball  destined  for  their  nse,  into  the  hands  of  per- 
sons of  your  own  nomination,  withont  advising  or  consult- 
ing with  your  Governor  in  the  appointment  of  persons  to 
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BO  great  a  tmst,  bnt  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  those  persona 
to  control  any  order  which  your  Governor  shall  give! 

The  pretence  which  you  endeavor  to  infuse  into  the  heads 
of  the  people  cannot  have  the  least  appearance  of  founda- 
tion after  the  declaration  I  made  to  you  that  I  would  give 
my  assent  to  any  elausea  proper  to  prevent  any  kind  of 
embezzlement,  or  converting  of  either  the  money  or  pro- 
visions to  any  other  use  than  deBigned  by  the  granting 
them.  It  is  well  known  that  the  method  you  formerly  took, 
and  still  continue  to  take,  is  as  open  to  frauds  as  any  other. 
It  must  be  surprising  to  have  it  supposed  that  frauds  can- 
not be  prevented  otherwise  than  by  a  breach  or  alteration 
of  the  established  constitution;  for  this  can  only  be  sup- 
posed by  those  who  do  not  understand,  or  are  avowed 
enemies  to  it. 

You  have  done  all  in  your  power  to  make  my  endeavors 
for  the  safety  of  this  Province  clash  and  become  incon- 
sistent with  my  duty  to  the  King,  by  making  the  only  means 
you  put  in  my  power  for  the  safety  of  the  people,  contra- 
dictory to  his  Majesty's  express  commands;  and  which  yon 
know  to  be  such,  and  derogatory  to  his  authority  over  you, 
while  you  obstinately  persist  in  the  same  method ;  but  as  I 
have  a  gracious  master,  I  hope  my  zeal  for  the  safety  of  so 
many  of  his  loyal  subjects  as  would  otherwise  be  in  danger 
will  excuse  me  with  him,  by  giving  my  assent  to  these  bills, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Province,  which 
admit  of  no  delay  in  preventing  the  dangers  all  are  in,  but 
more  especially  many  innocent  people  on  or  near  the 
frontiers. 

Whatever  vain  imaginations  your  leaders,  or  a  faction 
among  you,  may  entertain,  I  am  coniident  his  Hajestj'  has 
numbers  sufficient  of  loyal  subjects  in  the  Province  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  effects  of  the  most  daring  attempt  on  his 
authority;  and  which  all  men  of  sense  know  that  no  act  of 
this  government  can  in  any  light  deprive  him  of  or  lessen 
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hiB  prerogative  in  any  circomstance,  however  vain  yon  may 
be  of  yonr  powers;  but  that  everything  attempted  by  yon 
to  that  purpose  must  be  foolish  as  well  as  arrogant;  every 
act  to  that  effect  is  of  itself  void. 

Many  other  instances  can  be  given  of  your  grasping  at 
power,  both  civil  and  military,  by  your  assuming  to  your- 
selves the  nomination  to  offices  and  the  sole  rewarding  of 
all  services,  as  in  every  money  bill  you  pass ;  to  whidi  you 
will  allow  of  no  amendment  by  the  Council  in  any  part  of 
the  bill,  how  foreign  soever  to  the  granting  part;  neither 
do  you  previously  advise  or  consult  with  your  Governor, 
either  in  the  nomination  to  offices,  or  Qie  rewarding  of 
services. 

Take  the  whole  of  yonr  proceedings  together,  there  must 
appear  not  only  a  want  of  candor,  bat  open  malice  likewise ; 
and  as  by  yonr  repeated  publications  they  are  become  gen- 
erally a  part  in  conversation  of  all  people  in  the  neighbor- 
ing colonies,  this  conduct  of  you,  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  this  Province,  can  give  no  favorable  senti- 
ments of  the  probity  of  the  people  you  represent 

Your  continned  grasping  at  power,  with  an  evident  ten- 
dency to  the  weakening  of  the  dependency  of  this  Province 
on  Great  Britain,  accompanied  with  such  notorious  and 
public  disrespect  to  the  character  of  your  Governor,  and 
contempt  of  the  King's  authority  intrusted  with  him,  can- 
not be  longer  hid  from  yonr  superiors,  but  must  come  under 
their  observation,  and  is  of  most  dangerous  example  to 
your  neighbors. 

As  I  know  that  great  numbers  of  the  iuhabitantB  of  this 
Province  disapprove  of  the  present  conduct  of  you,  their 
representatives,  I  cannot  at  this  time  do  more  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  than  by  putting  it  in  their  power  to  declare  their 
sentiments,  that  they  may,  if  they  please,  vindicate  their 
loyalty  to  their  Prince,  and  love  of  the  country,  on  which 
they  depend,  and  whidi  protects  them. 
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Therefore  I  think  it  for  the  reputation  and  interest  of 
this  Province,  as  well  as  for  his  Majesty's  service,  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Province  be  dissolved;  and  yon 
are  dissolved  accordingly. 

G.  CLINTON." 

November  25.    The  Assembly  was  dissolved. 


1748.    FBBKCAKT.    TWBNT7-FIFTH  ASSEHBLY,  FIKST  SBSSIOIT.   • 

GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  February  12,  as  required  by  the  writs 
of  election,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Governor  delivered 
the  foUowing 

OPENING  SPEECa 

Gentleubn  of  the  Council  and  Genbiui.  Assembly. — 
The  public  affairs  of  the  Province  have  made  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  call  you  together  at  this  time,  otherwise  I 
should  have  delayed  your  meeting  to  a  season  of  the  year 
that  mast  have  been  more  convenient  for  yon. 

The  agreement  made  in  this  city  the  28th  of  September 
last  by  the  commissioners  of  this  Province,  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  and  Connecticut,  upon  measures  for  carrying  on 
the  war  against  the  common  enemy,  and  for  the  mutual 
defence  and  security  of  his  Majesty's  British  colonies  on 
the  continent  of  North  America,  received  the  approbation 
of  the  last  general  assembly  of  this  Province.  The  govern- 
ment of  Connecticut  has  signified  their  approbation  of  the 
same;  and  since  the  dissolution  of  the  last  Assembly,  I 
received  the  approbation  of  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  with  some  alterations  to  the  said  agreement. 
Copies  of  these  approbations  and  alterations  shall  be  laid 
before  yon. 
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Since  the  government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  have 
refused  their  approhation  of  the  11th  article  of  that  agree- 
ment, I  am  of  opinion  that  the  service  which  was  expected 
from  that  article  ought  to  be  supplied  by  some  other 
method,  which  I  think  cannot  be  otherwise  done  than  by 
numerous  parties  of  Indians  to  be  employed  for  the  service, 
which  was  intended  by  that  article.* 

The  carrying  of  this  agreement  into  execution  tends  so 
evidently  to  the  benefit  and  security  of  all  the  British  colon- 
ies in  North  America  that  I  think  it  needless  to  use  any 
arguments  with  you  to  contribute  everything  incumbent  on 
you  to  carry  it  on;  and  however  chargeable  it  may  be  at 
this  time,  yet  when  it  is  considered  that  a  great  part  of  the 
annual  and  heavy  expense  which  this  Province  must  bear 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  only  may  thereby  be  saved 
for  the  future,  I  persuade  myself  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince will  cheerfully  submit  to  any  expense  which  shall  be 
necessary  for  such  beneficial  consequences. 

The  advantage  which  all  the  colonies,  but  more  especially 
this,  may  receive  from  the  friendship  and  hearty  assist- 
ance of  the  Six  United  Nations,  and  the  mischiefs  which 
may  come  from  a  contrary  disposition  and  their  acting 
in  favor  of  our  enemies,  are  notorious;  therefore,  it  will 
deserve  our  most  serious  attention  to  consider  how  far 
their  disposition  at  this  time  may  be  affected  by  the  disap- 
pointments they  have  met  with  from  the  intended  expedi- 
tion against  Canada  being  laid  aside,  from  the  disbanding 
the  forces  which  were  at  Albany,  and  by  the  influence  which 
the  French  emissaries  may  gain  thereby  over  them  by  in- 
fusing into  their  minds  our  want  of  strength  or  courage. 
This  may  occasion  unexpected  difficulties  in  the  conduct  of 
Indian  affairs,  even  in  preserving  their  friendship,  but 
much  more  in  engaging  them  heartily  and  generally  in  any 
new  enterprise.    I  must  therefore  demand  your  assistance 

[%]  For  «  B]niop«is  of  the  11th  article,  see  ante  p.t20. 
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to  enable  me  to  pursue  every  method  which  may  be  neceS' 
sary  to  engage  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and  their 
allies  to  join  heartily  with  us  in  the  execution  of  the  agree- 
ment DOW  laid  before  you,  for  without  the  assistance  of 
numerous  parties  of  the  Indiana  we  may  have  Timch.  reason 
to  doubt  of  the  success  of  what  is  proposed,  whereas  with 
such  assistance  we  may  have  the  greatest  reason  to  expect 
it 

No  act  has  passed  for  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  his 
Majesty's  officers  of  the  government  since  the  act  which  ex- 
pired the  first  of  September  last ;  I  must  therefore  recom- 
mend to  you  to  provide  for  these  appointments  in  as  ample 
a  manner  as  has  been  heretofore  done,  and  also  for  ex- 
presses and  other  contingent  charges  and  services  which 
necessarily  arise  in  time  of  war.* 

I  have  appointed  by  advice  of  conncil  Mr.  Aaron  Stevens, 
Interpreter  to  the  Indiana,  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  from 
the  death  of  Mr.  Bleeker,  their  late  Interpreter ;  and  as  he 
has  done  signal  services  among  those  nations,  and  contri- 
butes considerably  to  keep  them  steadfast  in  the  British 
interest,  I  cannot  doubt  of  your  granting  him  an  ample 
allowance  as  interpreter  from  that  time.  ' 

No  provision  has  been  lately  made  for  the  pay  and  vic- 
tualing of  Oswego  garrison;  and  Col.  Johnson  tells  me  be 
cannot  continue  supplying  that  garrison  any  longer  with 
provisions,  without  an  extra  allowance  of  two  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  during  the  war,  as  the  transporting  the 
same  is  attended  with  great  difiScnlty,  hazard  and  expense ; 
and  aa  the  public  is  considerably  in  arrear  to  him,  I  expect 
you  will  immediately  provide  for  that  charge  with  what 
expense  he  has  been  at  of  sending  the  provisions  and  re- 

lAn  act,  ehftp.  846,  pueed  April  9th,  nude  AppropriatEoni  for  BaUriM, 
■erricea  and  contingenciei  and  for  other  purposea. 

^The  act  Uat  cited,  chap.  808,  provided  for  the  compeatatlon  of  Arent 
gtopheiu  aa  interpreter  at  the  rate  of  ninety  pounds  per  uiniun. 
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liefs  thither,  over  and  above  the  contract.^  I  conceive  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
expense  of  a  emith  to  reside  during  the  summer  season  at 
Oswego  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  that  come  to  the  trading 
house  there,  being  assured  by  Coi.  Johnson  it  will  give  a 
general  satisfaction  to  all,  bat  more  particularly  to  the  far 
Nations. 

The  fort  at  Albany  wants  many  repairs,  which  I  recom- 
mend to  you  ;*  as  also  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  the  sev- 
eral forts  in  the  county. 

As  several  expenses  have  incurred  for  rewards  to  the 
Indians  for  scalps,"  for  the  maintenance  of  their  prisoners, 
for  transporting  the  new  levies  to  Albany,  for  victualing 
some  of  them  in  the  Mohawk's  country,  for  removing  the 
cannon  from  Saratoga  to  Albany,  and  for  expresses;  and 
as  Col.  Johnson  has  advanced  money  to  the  smiths  and 
other  persons  sent  among  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  of  all 
which  disbursements  proper  aeconnts  shall  be  laid  before 
you,  I  must  recommend  the  payment  of  them  as  just  and 
necessary  debts  on  this  government;  as  likewise  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rent  to  the  first  of  May  nest  of  the  house 
wherein  I  resided  till  the  house  in  the  fort  was  put  in  a 
proper  condition  to  receive  my  family.  I  must  likewise 
recommend  the  completing  of  the  house  in  the  fort,  the 
building  of  stables,  and  making  such  other  conveniences  as 
are  necessary  and  proper  for  my  accommodation." 

The  companies  for  which  the  last  Assembly  made  pro- 
vision to  be  raised  for  his  Majesty's  service  are  almost  com- 


STh«  genenl  act  for  the  defence  Mid  aecnrlty  of  the  fronUen,  cb&p.  804, 
paased  April  9tli,  made  Urge  approprifttlona  to  Col.  Johiuoii  for  tb«  purpose* 
mentioned  in  the  Ooremor'a  speech. 

4  The  last  act,  chap.  864,  made  aeveral  appropriation!  for  tbe  defence  and 
fortiflcation  of  Albany. 

■  The  act,  chap.  966,  providing  for  ealariea  and  continneaciet,  passed 
April  9th,  appropriated  three  hundred  lixty-five  pounds  for  scalps. 

•  See  the  appropriation  acta,  chapa.  604  and  SflS,  for  serGral  Items  eantalned 
fB  the  apeech. 
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plete,  bnt  as  no  provision  was  made  for  a  commanding 
officer  at  that  time,  I  cannot  avoid  desiring  yon  to  make 
auch  a  reasonable  provision  for  one  now,  as  will  fnlly 
answer  the  trouble,  care  and  expense  attending  that  com- 
mand. 

Gbntlehen  of  the  Qbnebal  Assembly. — There  being 
nothing  more  desirable  at  all  times  than  peace  and  nnity, 
I  persuade  myself  you  will  enter  npon  the  affairs  I  have 
now  recommended  to  you  with  all  manner  of  harmony  and 
prudent  dispatch,  because  the  other  colonies  who  are  united 
with  us  in  the  before  mentioned  agreement  wait  for  your 
resolutions,  and  the  example  which  you  may  give  on  this 
occasion  will  give  life  and  dispatch  to  all  concerned  where 
it  appears  necessary  for  the  general  benefit  of  all  the 
British  colonies  in  North  America. 

You  will  always  find  me  ready  to  concur  in  any  measure 
that  shall  be  proposed  to  me  for  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  interest  of  the  Province. 

G.  CLINTON. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 


February  16.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  the  agreement 
dated  September  28,  1747,  between  Massachusetts,  New 
York  and  Connecticut,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
A  synopsis  of  this  agreement  has  already  been  given.  Ante 
p.  419.  Also  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of ' '  the 
General  Court  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  of  the 
30th  of  October  last  on  the  several  articles  of  the  said  agree- 
ment ";  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Law  of  Con- 
necticut, dated  the  2d  of  November,  1747,  importing  that 
the  legislature  of  that  colony  had  approved  of  the  said 
agreement;  a  request  by  the  Six  Nations  for  the  appoint- 
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meat  of  a  smith  to  reside  at  the  Oswego  trading  house,  and 
also  several  acconnts  for  services  rendered  to  the  colony. 

February  16.  Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

February  18.  Informing  the  Assembly  of  an  expected 
attack  of  the  enemy,  and  that  he  had  adopted  measures  to 
discover  the  truth  of  the  report ;  he  recommended  that  pro- 
vision be  made  for  outscouts  on  the  frontiers.^ 

February  19.  Replying  to  the  Assembly's  address,  the 
Governor  said : 

"As  I  conceive  the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
has  concurred  to  the  most  material  parts  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  their  Commissioners  with  the  commission- 
ers of  this  govermnent  and  Connecticut,  I  hope  the  altera- 
tions made  by  them  will  not  be  an  obstacle  to  hinder  us 
from  showing  our  enemies  that  we  have  strength  sufficient 
to  annoy  them  and  a  spirit  to  exert  it" 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  adopted  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee, in  whidi  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  several 
alterations  proposed  by  the  government  of  Massachusetts 
in  the  agreement  of  September  28,  would  in  a  great  meas- 
ure defeat  the  ends  proposed  by  the  agreement,  and  that 
therefore  the  Assembly  ought  not  to  agree  to  such  alter- 
ations. 

February  23.  Transmitting  accounts  presented  by  Cap- 
tain Henry  Livingston  for  supplies  furnished  to  the  gar- 
rison at  Fort  Clinton,  and  to  his  company  of  new  levies.* 

March  1.  Transmitting  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated  the  3d  of  October,  1747,  relating 
to  the  cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations  of  In- 
dians, and  keeping  them  steadily  attached  to  his  Majesty's 
interest,  by  which  (the  Governor  said)  the  Assembly  would 
perceive  "his  Majesty's  gracious  intentions  towards  these 


"J  The  act  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  chap.  BB4,  and  the  salaries'  act, 
chap.  SOS,  both  paaud  April  9th,  made  appropTiatlons  for  outscouts. 

S  The  item  relating  to  levies  was  included  in  the  act  for  the  defeuM  of  the 
colony,  chap.  SQ4,  patted  April  9th. 
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colonies ;  and  as  the  necessary  measures  to  be  taken  in  pon- 
seqnence  of  his  Majesty's  directions,  for  the  protection  and 
defence  of  tlie  Six  Indian  Nations,  and  for  preserving  their 
friendship,  and  keeping  them  strictly  and  inseparably  al- 
lied to  his  Majesty,  cannot  but  have  a  very  good  effect,  and 
mnst  raise  a  hearty  disposition  in  them,  to  join  with  us  in 
any  attempt  agalnet  the  common  enemy.  I  think  this  favor- 
able opportunity,  to  concert  and  carry  into  execution  some 
vigorous  enterprise,  ought  not  to  be  lost;  therefore  I  hope 
you  will,  on  your  parts,  concur  cheerfully  with  the  other 
governments,  in  taking  advantage  of  this  critical  juncture." 

March  4.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly: 

"  Upon  finding  that  I  could  not  retain  thirteen  companies 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  out  of  the  levies  raised  for  the 
intended  expedition  against  Canada,  I  applied  (by  advice 
of  Council)  to  the  Governor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
to  raise  three  companies  there;  in  the  meantime  frequent 
applications  were  made  to  me  by  the  inhabitants  of  Kin- 
derhook,  for  one  or  two  of  these  companies;  but  the  officers 
at  Connecticut,  (to  whom  I  had  given  my  recruiting  order) 
being  disappointed  of  their  expected  succees,  I  was  under  a 
necessity  of  sending  a  company  raised  by  Capt.  Tenbrook 
to  that  settlement;  since  which  Governor  Law  acquaints 
me  that  the  three  companies  are  raised  in  his  government, 
which  is  one  more  than  was  provided  for  by  the  last  Gen- 
eral Assembly;  but  as  this  company  has  been  raised, 
clothed  and  armed,  at  the  expense  of  the  officer,  I  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  take  it  into  the  pay  of  this  Province,  as 
an  additional  security  to  the  frontiers,  being  informe3 
from  Connecticut  that  unless  this  company  is  provided  for 
now,  it  will  discourage  their  people  from  enlisting  on  such 

G.  CLINTON." 
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March  30.    The  Governor  in  the  following  i 
tinued  hia  observations  concerning  the  condnct  of  the  war: 

"  I  need  not  repeat  to  yon  of  how  great  importance  it 
is  to  all  the  British  Colonies  in  North  America  to  join 
together  in  concerting  measures  for  annoying  the  common 
enemy;  and  that  a  vigorons  exertion  of  onr  united  strength 
cannot  but  a£ford  us  well-grounded  hopes  of  success  in  any 
enterprise  against  them ;  and  as  a  readiness  shown  on  the 
part  of  this  government  may  be  an  inducement  to  the  other 
colonies  to  engage;  I  do  therefore  (with  the  advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council)  recommend  it  to  you  to  set  the  exam- 
ple; and  as  I  have  received  information  that  the  French 
are  employing  all  their  arts  to  withdraw  the  Six  Nations 
of  Indians  from  their  dependence  on  his  Majesty,  it  is 
become  necessary  to  undertake  some  expedition  against 
them  at  this  time  as  the  most  effectual  measure  to  retain 
the  Indians  in  his  Majesty's  interest. 

That  you  may  the  more  cheerfully  declare  yourselves  on 
this  head,  I  must  observe  to  yon  that  his  Majesty  has 
signified  his  approbation  of  such  an  undertaking;  I  must 
likewise  observe  to  you  that  by  the  measure  already  taken 
by  me,  in  conjnnction  with  Governor  Shirley,  and  others 
to  be  taken,  in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's  orders  to  us, 
the  Goyemments  joining  in  this  undertaking  will  be  eased 
of  a  large  article  of  the  expense  which  would  attend  an 
enterprise  of  this  kind,  to  wit,  that  of  protecting  the  In- 
dians and  engaging  and  employing  them  against  the  com- 
mon enemy ;  and  in  case  of  success  (which  we  have  reason 
to  expect,  from  a  union  of  hearts  and  hands  in  the  com- 
mon cause)  I  will,  in  conjunction  with  Governor  Shirley, 
maintain  any  forts  that  may  be  taken  from  the  enrany  at 
the  expense  of  the  Crown. 

These,  Gentlemen,  are  such  weighty  considerations  as 
I  think  must  prevail  on  you  to  show  your  zeal  on  this  oc- 
casion; let  not  therefore  this  favorable  opportunity  be  lost 
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to  embrace  his  Majesty's  graeions  favor,  and  by  your 
readiness  set  an  example  to  the  other  colonies  to  engage 
them  in  a  measure  calculated  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and 
the  visible  interest,  if  not  the  safety,  of  all  the  northern 
colonies. 

For  yonr  information  I  have  ordered  some  papers  to  be 
laid  before  yoiL 

G.  CLINTON." 

At  the  same  time  the  Qtjvemor  transmitted  copies  of 
papers  received  from  Governor  Shirley  and  also  from  Col. 
WUliam  Johnson. 

The  Assembly  considered  the  last  message,  and  on  the 
31st  of  March,  adopted  the  report  of  a  committee,  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  this  colony  ought  heartily  and  cheer- 
fully to  join  "with  the  other  colonies  on  the  Continent, 
in  any  well  concerted  scheme  for  their  mutual  defence,  and 
the  effectual  annoyance  of  the  common  enemy,  and  that 
provision  be  accordingly  made  for  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  Colony  to  meet  with  such  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  other  governments,  to  treat  and 
conclude  on  the  most  proper  measures  for  these  purposes." 

June  21.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
the  Assembly : 

In  my  speech  on  the  12th  of  February  last  I  recom- 
mended to  you  to  make  provision  for  several  services  that 
had  incurred,  or  were  necessary  to  be  done  at  the  public 
expense ;  but  as  the  season  of  the  year  did  not  then  permit 
you  to  provide  for  them,  I  shall  order  the  particulars 
thereof  to  be  again  laid  before  yon,  and  recommend  tiiem 
to  yonr  consideration,  not  doubting  but  they  wiU  have 
their  due  weight  in  your  deliberations. 

Since  your  recess  I  have  taken  all  the  precautions  in 
my  power,  at  his  Majesty's  expense,  to  preserve  the  affec- 
tions of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  in  the  British  interest, 
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by  Bending  Col.  Johnson  among  them;  and  he  has  suc- 
ceeded so  well  that  he  has  prevented  their  going  to  Canada 
until  I  can  have  an  interview  with  them;  and  although 
they  have  declared  themselves  fully  attached  to  our  ser- 
vice yet  it  appears  to  me  by  the  treaty  which  that  (Jentle- 
man  has  had  with  them,  (which  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  yon,  with  an  extract  from  his  letter)  that  there  is 
the  greatest  danger  of  a  total  defection  of  those  tribes  to 
the  French  interest,  unless  we  can  give  them  proof  of  the 
sincerity  of  our  professions,  by  speedily  and  resolutely 
joining  with  them  in  prosecuting  some  enterprise  against 
the  enemy;  therefore  I  hope  you  will  readily  unite  with  the 
governments!  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  in 
executing  the  agreement  entered  into  with  them;  as  the 
advancement  of  the  King's  service,  the  safety  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  the  well-being  of  the  inhabitants  greatly  depend 
thereon;  and  you  may  be  assured  of  all  the  assistance  in 
my  power,  in  conjunction  with  Governor  Shirley,  to  en- 
courage the  Indians  to  do  their  parts  for  the  reduction  of 
Crown  Point,  or  to  carry  on  some  other  acts  of  hostility 
against  the  enemy;  and  I  refer  you  to  a  message  of  the 
General  Court  o>f  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Governor 
Shirley  on  this  occasion,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  yon. 

I  have  invited  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  their  allies, 
to  meet  me  at  Albany  the  beginning  of  next  month,  in  order 
to  partake  of  the  presents  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  send  them;  but  I  am  informed  it  will  tend  to 
little  purpose  to  give  those  presents  unless  an  act  is  passed 
before  that  time,  forbidding  all  persons  whatsoever,  to  hay 
or  exchange  any  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  &c  from  any 
Indian  of  the  Six  Nations,  or  their  allies,  or  to  sell  them 
any  mm,  or  other  spirituous  liquors,  under  certain  penal- 
ties, without  a  license  from  me,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief 
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for  the  time  being;  and  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  prepare 
an  act  for  that  purpose  before  I  go.* 

Capt.  Armstrong,  his  Majesty's  engineer  for  this  Pro- 
vince, has  delivered  me  his  report,  touching  the  present 
state  and  condition  of  the  fortifications  of  this  City;  and  as 
several  reparations  and  buildings  are  immediately  want- 
ing for  the  security  of  the  city,  I  most  recommend  it  to  you 
to  take  the  same  into  your  serious  consideration,  and  pro- 
vide amply  for  the  works  he  has  advised  to  be  done,  agree- 
able to  his  report  herewith  delivered  to  you. 

I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you  copies  of  two  letters, 
with  some  aflSdavits,  which  I  received  from  the  President 
and  Council  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  representing 
the  dangers  our  trade  is  exposed  to  from  several  priva- 
teers infesting  our  coast;  and  as  the  protection  of  trade  is 
of  the  utmost  consequence  to  this  Province,  I  cannot  doubt 
of  your  falling  upon  some  expedient  for  the  preservation 
of  it  from  the  attempts  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  ordered  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Governor 
of  Canada  to  Governor  Shirley,  to  be  laid  before  yoo, 
wherein  he  complains  of  there  being  no  cartel,  or  rules 
settled  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  between  this  govern- 
ment and  Canada;  and  yon  may  see  from  that  extract  what 
may  be  the  consequence  in  case  something  is  not  done  for 
that  end;  I  must  therofore  recommend  to  you  to  provide 
for  the  necessary  expense  which  must  attend  the  mainte- 
nance  and  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  redeeming  from  cap- 
tivity such  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  Indians 
belonging  to  the  Six  Nations,  as  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  in  Canada;  but  espe- 
cially for  the  redemption  of  those  who  are  in  the  custody 
of  the  French  Indians,  and  which  must  be  attended  with 
greater  expense  than  what  usually  attends  the  exchange  or 

>An  ftct,  ch>p.  669,  puaed  Julj  Itt  prohibited  buying  from  or  exchanging 
with  the  iBdiAns,  arm*,  ammunitioD,  clothing  or  present*. 
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ransom  of  prisoners  in  other  cases,  as  they  are  a  barba- 
rous enemy.  I  must  also  recommend  to  you  to  provide  for 
the  usual  rewards  given  by  this  Province  for  scalps  and 
prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy.    (See  note  5.) 

On  the  18th  of  February  last  I  appointed  William  John- 
son, Esq.,  colonel  of  the  levies  raised  for  his  Majesty's 
service  in  defence  of  this  Province,  and  annoyance  of  the 
enemy;  and  being  satisfied  that  this  Gentleman  has  taken 
particular  pains  in  regulating  the  disposition  of  those 
troops  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  defence  and  security 
of  the  country,  I  expect  you  will  make  him  a  suitable  allow- 
ance for  the  care  and  expenses  that  must  attend  that  com- 
mand ;  and  as  the  enemy  make  frequent  attempts  upon  the 
inhabitants  in  the  frontiers,  I  must  recommend  to  you,  to 
continue  the  troops  posted  there  in  the  pay  of  the  Province, 
till  we  can  find  a  better  remedy  for  their  protection."* 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecti- 
cut, informing  me  that  a  number  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
in  that  govermneut  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  pay  of  this 
colony,  to  go  as  out-scouta  against  the  enemy,  upon  a  cer- 
tain encouragement  contained  in  his  letter,  to  which  I  refer 
you, 

Gbntuimbit. — The  affairs  which  I  have  recommended  to 
you  demand  dispatch,  and  I  persuade  myself  it  will  appear 
by  your  proceedings  and  resolutions  that  you  have  that 
just  and  hearty  concern  for  the  common  interest  of  your 
country  which  its  importance  requires. 

G.  CLINTON." 

June  27.  The  suggestion  that  the  Governor  had  unlaw- 
fully interfered  in  the  administration  of  the  law  by  civil 
tribunals,  was  considered  by  him  in  the  following  message: 

"  I  find  by  a  motion  of  Col.  Beekman's  to  the  House,  of 

10  Thig  recommendatioa  wai  included  id  the  act,  chap.  B69,  for  salaTiea  and 
contingencies  passed  April  Sth,  wliicb  appropriated  eight  thonsantl  four  hun- 
dred ninety  poundi  for  the  paf  of  eight  hundred  effective  men  already  in 
service  on  the  f  rontiera. 
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the  24th  instant,  that  by  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  the  Judge 
of  DatcheBS  County,  and  two  letters  whidi  my  eecretary 
wrote  to  the  sheriff  and  clerk  of  said  county,  by  my  orders, 
touching  some  deserters,  suing  their  Captain  Josiah  Boss 
for  their  pay,  it  is  insinuated  as  if  I  intended  to  overthrow 
the  whole  coarse  of  legal  proceedings. 

In  these  letters  I  only  recommended  to  the  ofBcers  of 
the  Court  to  pat  a  stop  to  the  claims  of  those  deserters  who 
went  off  witii  his  Majesty's  arms  and  clothing,  whereby 
they  forfeited  all  pay  dae  to  them  from  the  crown ;  if  audi 
a  step  taken  can  in  the  most  extensive  light,  be  coastmed 
any  violation  of  the  laws,  or  a  grievance  upon  the  people, 
it  was  done  through  inadvertency ;  as  I  never  had  an  inten- 
tion to  infringe  upon  any  man's  right  or  property;  and  if 
the  public  have  received  any  damage  thereby,  I  am  ready 
to  redress  it. 

a  CLINTON." 

July  1.    The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  9th  of  August. 


1748.    SEPTEHBES.    TWEITTT-FIFTH  ASSEMBLY,  SBCOITD  SESSIOH. 


GEORGE  CLINTON.  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  9th  of  August, 
but  it  did  not  meet  until  September  20,  and  was  then  ad- 
journed to  October  12.  On  the  14th  the  Governor  delivered 
the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

G-EKTLBMBN   OP   THE   CoUNCIL  AND   GENERAL   AbBBMBLT. — 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  near  prospect  there  is  of  so 
great  peace  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  is  on  a  solid  and 
lasting  foundation,  since  it  is  to  be  made  with  the  consent 
of  all  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war;  but  as  we  have  no 
accounts  that  the  pea(x  is  finally  concluded,  we  oi^^ht  to 
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take  the  necessary  precautions  for  the  security  of  the 
Province  on  all  events,  and  more  is  necessary  in  this  Pro- 
vince than  in  other  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  dis- 
tant from  Canada. 

If  any  among  the  French  in  Canada  should  not  be  Tvell 
disposed  towards  us,  they  may  even  in  case  of  a  peace 
privately  set  the  Indians  to  do  mischief;  and  I  think 
therefore,  that  the  troops  in  the  pay  of  this  Province  and 
remaining  in  the  county  of  Albany  ought  to  be  continued 
some  time  longer  till  the  inclinations  of  the  French  in 
Canada  and  of  their  Indians  be  known  and  we  have  reason 
to  think  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  are  in  safety.* 
We  have  the  more  reason  to  be  on  our  guard,  since  I  can- 
not agree  to  the  terms  offered  for  a  mutual  release  of 
prisoners  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  of  Canada  by  the 
officer  sent  by  him  to  me,  consistently  with  that  regard 
which  I  have  for  the  security  and  safe  return  of  his  Maj- 
esty's subjects  of  this  Province  who  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  prisoners  in  Canada. 

I  have  given  orders  that  some  persons  be  sent  from  Al- 
bany to  propose  more  equitable  terms  to  the  Governor  of 
Canada  for  the  mutual  restoring  of  prisoners  than  those 
which  have  been  proposed  to  me  on  bis  part,  and  yon  may 
be  assured  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
procure  a  safe  and  speedy  return  of  all  the  British  subjects 
prisoners  in  Canada  that  is  in  my  power  to  do. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Geneeal  Assembly. — As  this  is  the 
session  in  which  you  propose  to  provide  for  the  services  of 
the  current  year,  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  to  you  that  in 
the  time  of  Governors  Hunter,  Burnet,  Montgomery  and 
Cosby,  the  establishment  for  the  payment  of  the  governors, 
secretaries,  judges  and  other  officers'  salaries  were  made 

1  Following  an  Assembly  resolution  of  October  20th  (se«  special  mema.ge, 
Octotier  24tli),  an  act,  chap.  8T2,  waa  passed  October  28tta,  In  effect  discontiaa- 
Ing  the  pay  of  certain  traop*  after  the  1st  of  NoTember. 
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at  the  entrance  of  each  of  those  gentlemen  upon  his  admiiF- 
istration,  for  the  term  of  five  years  by  an  act  entitled  "An 
Act  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  government  within 
this  Province  ";  but  that  upon  my  coming  to  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  year  1743,  instead  of  making  the  usual  es- 
tablishment for  the  payment  of  those  salaries,  the  Assem- 
bly passed  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries,  services  and  contingencies  therein  mentioned,  until 
the  first  of  September,  1744,"  and  have  continued  this 
method  of  granting  the  salaries  for  supporting  the  gov- 
ernor and  other  ofBcers  of  the  government  from  year  to 
year  ever  since. 

The  inclination,  Gentlemen,  with  which  I  came  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  Majesty's  government  in  this  Province 
to  do  everything  for  the  ease  and  satisfaction  of  the  people 
which  was  consistent  with  my  duty  to  the  King  as  his  Gov- 
ernor, and  the  confidence  I  placed  in  the  advice  then  given 
me  that  the  method  proposed  by  that  act  for  making  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  salaries  to  the  several  ofBcers  of 
his  Majesty's  government,  would  not  be  attended  with  any 
inconveniences,  induced  me  to  give  my  assent  to  the  act; 
and  the  rupture  with  Prance  which  ensued  before  the  time 
of  year  came  round  again  for  providing  for  the  payment 
of  salaries,  and  which  has  continued  till  the  late  ratifica- 
tion of  the  preliminary  articles  for  a  general  pacification 
at  Aix  La  Chappelle,  has  prevented  me  from  refusing  as- 
sent to  the  acta  passed  in  the  three  subsequent  years  for 
the  same  purpose,  being  unwilling  to  move  any  point  which 
might  interfere  with  the  Assembly's  attention  to  other 
important  affairs  of  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  general 
interest  of  this  and  his  other  colonies  in  North  America 
depending  upon  them  during  the  course  of  the  war. 

Bnt  now  that  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  the  exper- 
ience I  have  had  of  the  tendency  of  these  new  acts  in  many 
points  to  weaken  his  Majesty's  government  in  this  Pro- 
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vinoe,  have  made  it  my  mdiq>eii8able  duty  to  take  the  first 
opportmiity  of  putting  a  stop  to  these  innoyations ;  I  must 
acquaint  you  that  I  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  give 
my  assent  to  the  like  acts  for  the  future,  and  therefore  I 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  the  same  provision 
for  the  payment  of  salaries  that  former  Assemblies  did, 
during  the  administrations  of  my  four  immediate  predeces- 
sors, Chief  Governors  of  this  Province;  and  I  hope  the 
same  spirit  of  loyalty  to  his  Majesty's  govermuent  which 
animated  those  Assemblies,  will  induce  you  likewise  to 
comply  with  what  I  propose.' 

Qentlbuen. — I  am  not  seeking  any  personal  advantage 
for  myself,  or  the  other  officers  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment by  an  augmentation  of  any  salary  in  what  I  now  re- 
commend to  you,  and  if  you  think  it  more  agreeable  to  the 
rights  of  the  people  that  the  sums  to  be  paid  for  every 
officer's  salary  should  be  expressed  in  the  act  instead  of 
having  it  intrusted  with  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  was 
the  usual  method  before,  I  shall  not  oppose  it  in  the  least 

You  must  be  sensible,  Gentlemen,  that  I  am  not  offering 
to  yon  any  innovation  in  the  method  of  providing  for  the 
support  of  his  Majesty's  government  established  by  for- 
mer Assemblies,  but  only  endeavoring  to  put  an  end  to 
those  lately  introduced,  and  to  put  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment in  this  respect  on  the  same  foot  it  stood  upon  in  the 
time  of  my  predecessors,  Chief  Governors  of  this  Province, 
by  name,    not  to  the  officers  for  the  time  being,  which  I 

^Tha  LegiBl&ture  adhered  to  the  policy  of  urnual  appropriatioiiB,  and  by 
kn  met,  chap.  671,  for  the  rupport  of  govenunent,  pawed  October  28th,  con- 
tinued former  acte  "  from  the  first  day  of  December  next,  until  the  first  day 
of  January,  1T4Q."  This  act  having  been  paaaed  in  October,  1748,  the  last 
date,  1749  is  apparently  an  error  for  17G0;  otberwiie  the  act  on  ita  face 
would  have  been  in  force  only  one  month.  No  act  for  this  purpose  was  paased 
In  1749,  but  an  act  waa  paued  in  September,  17S0,  chap.  876,  eontinuing  former 
nppropriatiixi  acta,  and  in  which  it  la  aaid  that  tboae  acta  had  been  continued 
in  force  until  the  Itt  of  Juniary,  1750. 
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conceive  to  be  my  duty  to  do,  and  necessary  for  his  Maj- 
esty's service  that  it  should  be  done. 

It  would  be  too  prolix  for  me  to  enter  here  into  a  par- 
ticalar  detail  of  the  inconveniences  whic^  attend  the  new 
method  of  providing  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment; but  shall  observe  only  some  of  the  objections  I 
have  to  it,  viz.  That  the  establishment  for  my  own  salary 
and  allowance,  and  the  other  salaries  and  services  usually 
provided  for  in  former  acts  of  Assembly,  are  now  made 
from  year  to  year  instead  of  the  term  of  five  years ;  that 
many  new  grants  and  matters  of  a  different  nature  are  in- 
termixed in  those  grants,  and  tacked  to  the  grants  for  my 
own  support  and  of  the  other  salaries  and  payments  which 
were  usnaUy  joined  with  that,  and  that  these  acts  are 
passed  the  last  of  the  several  sessions  and  that  the  grants 
made  to  the  chief  justice  and  other  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  and  some  other  officers  are  made  to  them  personally 
by  name,  not  to  the  ofBcers  for  the  time  being,  wbic^  I 
mention.  Gentlemen,  in  hopes  that  you  will  avoid  doing  the 
same  in  yonr  grants  to  be  passed  this  session. 

Colonel  Johnson  informs  me  that  he  has  not  heen  paid  a 
debt  of  two  thousand,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds, 
due  to  him  by  this  Province,  and  which  was  al- 
lowed and  ordered  to  be  paid  him  by  an  act 
passed  last  session  entitled  "An  act  to  make  pro- 
vision for  several  services  for  the  defence  and  se- 
curity of  the  frontiers,  and  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned "j  and  that  the  reason  given  by  the  Treasurer  why 
he  did  not  pay  that  sum  is  that  the  ftmd  out  of  which  this 
money  is  to  be  paid  is  surcharged  sixteen  hundred  pounds. 
The  honor  of  this  government  is  engaged  that  a  debt  so 
just  and  so  long  due  be  speedily  paid.  The  hardships 
this  gentleman  is  under  by  being  kept  out  of  so  large  a  sum 
and  for  so  long  a  time,  made  him  unwilling  to  undertake 
the  supplying  of  the  garrison  at  Oswego,  as  became  neces- 
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sary  at  the  time  the  relief  was  last  sent  thither;  but  I  pre- 
vailed apon  him  to  do  it,  upon  my  repeated  instances,  from 
the  danger  that  garrison  would  otherwise  be  in  by  the  want 
of  necessary  supplies.  I  am  persaaded  that  I  need  only  men- 
tion those  two  debts  in  order  to  your  granting  money  suffi- 
cient for  the  discharge  of  them,  and  his  other  demands, 
which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  yon. 

I  must  likewise  recommend  to  you  to  make  provision  for 
paying  the  arrears  due  to  the  troops  paid  by  this  colony, 
and  for  continuing  so  many  of  them  as  are  at  this  time  on 
the  frontiers,  and  for  such  time  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  frontiers',  as  likewise  for  the  expense 
which  has  arisen  or  shall  arise  by  sending  and  receiving 
messengers  or  otherwise,  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners, 
and  for  completing  and  finishing  the  Governor's  house  and 
stables;  I  shall  direct  that  proper  accounts  and  estimates 
be  laid  before  you  for  these  purposes. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  General  Assembly. — 
I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  which  may  contribute  to 
the  safety  and  prosperity  of  this  Province  with  your  as- 
sistance, and  I  shall  (after  I  receive  certain  intelligence  of 
the  event  of  the  Treaty  of  peace)  lay  before  yon  what  I 
shall  then  think  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  people  under 
my  care. 

G.  CLINTON. 

Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York 
the  14th  day  of  October  1748. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
October  18.  Transmitting  a  letter  signed  by  several 
captains  of  the  new  levies  on  the  frontiers,  dated  at  Albany 
the  12th  instant,  relating  to  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
forces  under  their  command;  together  with  several  ac- 
counts of  disbursemeots  for  the  public  service. 

[a]  See  noU  1. 
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October  19.    Thanking  the  Coimcil  for  its  address. 

October  21.  The  Assembly  having  prepared  an  address 
to  the  G-ovetnor  recommending  a  reduction  of  the  forces 
on  the  frontier,  suggesting  that  the  Qovemor,  if  he  had  not 
been  restrained  by  specific  appropriations  for  judicial 
salaries  would  have  appointed  an  unworthy  person  as  one 
of  the  judges,  and  announcing  its  determination  to  con- 
tinue the  policy  of  annual  appropriations,  the  Governor 
sent  the  following  answer : 

"  Two  of  your  members  brought  me  a  copy  of  an  address 
which  you  propose  to  make  to  me,  with  a  message  to  know 
when  I  would  receive  it ;  there  is  a  decency  to  be  observed 
in  all  addresses  from  your  House  to  your  Governor,  who 
in  this  ease  represents  the  King  from  whom  he  receives 
his  authority;  but  in  the  paper  brought  to  me  yon  have 
had  no  regard  to  decency,  and  therefore  I  think  it  no  way 
proper  for  me  to  receive  such  an  address;  however,  that 
the  business  now  before  you  may  be  at  no  stand  on  this 
account,  I  now  send  this  answer  to  everything  in  that 
paper,  which  I  think  can  be  of  any  use  to  you  to  know. 

You  know  that  I  can  have  no  private  interest  in  desiring 
you  to  continue  the  forces  in  the  pay  of  this  colony  and  now 
posted  on  the  frontiers;  my  only  view  in  it,  is  the  safety 
of  the  inhabitants  there;  though  the  prospect  of  peace  may 
seem  near,  yet  we  have  no  account  of  its  being  finally  con- 
cluded, and  I  believe  no  instance  can  be  given  that  any 
nation  disbanded  their  forces  before  a  peace  was  concluded. 

We  may  have  reason  to  fear  from  the  well  known  temper 
of  the  Indians  that  we  are  not  safe  from  their  hostilities, 
notwithstanding  of  the  cessation  of  arms  now  subsisting 
between  the  powers  at  war;  I  think  it  my  duty  to  take  care 
of  the  people  committed  to  my  charge  on  all  events  and  in 
the  manner  I  proposed,  but  this  I  cannot  do  without  your 


It  was  not  easy  to  find  proper  persons  to  send  with  the 
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prisoners  which  were  sent  to  be  exchanged  in  Canada;  it 
was  in  time  of  war,  when  the  skulking  Indian  parties  were 
abroad;  and  I  am  informed  that  the  persons  which  I  then 
sent  were  in  great  danger  from  a  party  of  French  Indians 
that  fell  in  with  them.  I  have  reason  to  think  that  Mr. 
Williams,  the  person  I  intrusted,  behaved  properly,  since 
the  Governor  of  Canada  declared  that  he  was  well  pleased 
with  his  behavior,  and  that  on  that  aceonnt  he  had  released 
several  prisoners  more  than  he  had  intended;  and  the  pris- 
oners now  in  Canada  have  certified  to  me  that  they  are 
satisfied  that  Captain  Williams  has  done  the  ntmost  of  his 
endeavors  to  procure  the  release  of  those  whom  he  in  con- 
science thought  stood  most  in  need  of  it. 

I  have  since  desired  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  to 
name  such  persons  as  they  thought  would  be  most  proper 
to  go  back  with  the  French  Gentlemen,  who  came  hither 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  in  order  to  procure  a  gen- 
eral release  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  and  not 
any  one  of  them  named  any  person;  but  said  that  they  could 
not  think  of  any  person  of  distinction  that  would  be  willing 
to  go,  though  at  this  time  the  cessation  of  arms  takes  place 
and  they  were  to  go  in  company  with  the  French  officers 
who  returned  to  Canada.  The  season  of  the  year  did  not 
admit  of  delay  least  the  unfortunate  people  who  are  now 
prisoners  in  Canada  should  be  put  under  the  hardship  of 
remaining  in  prison  during  the  winter  in  that  severe  cli- 
mate; and  as  alt  of  them  are  inhabitants  of  the  county  of 
Albany,  I  thought  proper  persons  were  most  likely  to  be 
found  there;  and  my  intention  was  that  suc^  persons 
should  be  sent  as  would  have  the  relief  of  their  unfortunate 
brethren  most  at  heart,  but  now  I  am  afraid  that  my 
endeavors  for  the  relief  of  these  objects  of  compassion  may 
be  obstructed  by  the  doubts  which  may  be  entertained  of 
yonr  paying  the  necessary  expense  on  such  an  occasion. 

You  are  pleased  in  that  paper  to  give  me  characters  of 
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some  persons  that  I  have  had  better  opportunities  to  know 
them  than  you  can  have  had;  however,  I  believe  that  by 
this  paper  some  men's  characters  will  be  evident  to  every 
man  who  shall  read  it  and  has  the  least  sense  of  honor. 

I  mast  again  tell  you  that  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give 
my  assent  to  any  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  officers*  sal- 
aries in  the  method  lately  introduced  till  I  shall  know  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  thereon;  by  this  none  can  suffer  but 
myself,  and  the  ofBcers  of  the  government,  notwithstanding 
of  this,  you  may  provide  for  the  arrears  which  shall  be 
due  to  the  forces  in  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  that  they  may 
be  disbanded  as  soon  as  possible,  since  you  do  not  think 
them  necessary,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  other  debts  and 
services  which  I  recommended  to  you. 

Whatever  your  conduct  may  be  towards  me,  I  shall  not 
so  far  forget  my  duty  as  to  refuse  my  assent  to  any  bill 
which  yon  shall  prepare,  and  appears  to  me  to  be  for  his 
Majesty's  service  and  the  safety  or  welfare  of  the  people 
conmiitted  to  my  care;  and  I  shall  likewise  do  you  this  jus- 
tice to  take  care  that  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  you  call 
an  address  be  carefully  transmitted  to  his  Majesty's  min- 
isters, that  his  Majesty's  pleasure  may  be  known  thereon. 
G.  CLINTON." 

Also  transmitting  several  accounts  for  public  service. 

October  24.  In  response  to  the  Assembly's  resolution 
of  the  20th  to  discontinue  the  pay  of  certain  troops  after 
the  1st  of  November,  and  of  others  at  an  earlier  date,  the 
Governor  said  that  the  Council  had  advised  that  the  troops 
be  disbanded,  and  he  recommended  that  the  arrears  for 
pay  and  vietualling  be  at  Albany  by  the  day  that  the  forces 
were  to  be  disbanded;  also  recommending  that  supplies 
be  furnished  for  the  militia  at  Oswego  until  they  can  safely 
return  by  water.    -(See  note  1.) 

October  23.    Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  would  as 
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requested  immediately  give  directions  for  the  return  of 
the  detachment  of  militia  sent  to  Oswego. 

November  8.  Transmitting  an  account  of  services  ren- 
dered by  Peter  de  Joncourt  as  French  interpreter.' 

November  9.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by 
John  Van  "Wyck,  high  sheriff  of  Queens  County,  for  the 
subsistence  of  French  and  Spanish  prisoners.* 

November  10.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by 
Isaac  "Willet,  high  sheriff  of  Westchester  County,  for  the 
subsistence  of  French  and  Spanish  prisoners.  {See  note  4.) 

November  10.  Approving  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly 
requiring  accounts  to  be  verified  in  a  specified  manner; 
also  transmitting  accounts  presented  by  Col.  William 
Johnson. 

November  12.  The  communication  sent  by  the  Governor 
to  the  Assembly  on  the  21st  of  October  in  answer  to  its 
address,  which  contained  some  reflections  on  him,  was  evi- 
dently not  well  received,  for  the  Assembly  on  the  26th  of 
October  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

"  That  it  is  irregular  and  contrary  to  the  course  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings  for  the  House  to  send  the  copy  of 
any  address  to  his  Excellency  which  is  to  be  presented  to 
him  by  the  whole  House,  or  any  committee  thereof,  and  that 
his  Excellency  has  no  right  to  insist  on  any  such  copy. 

That  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  this  House  to  have 
access  to  his  Excellency  for  transacting  the  public  business 
of  this  colony. 

That  his  Excellency's  denying  access  to  this  House  in 
order  to  present  their  humble  address  to  him,  is  a  manifest 
violation  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House,  is  con- 
trary to  his  solemn  promise  made  to  the  Speaker  when  pre- 
sented to  him  for  his  approbation,  and  evidently  tends  to 

3  An  appropriation  for  Peter  de  Joncourt,  Indian  interpreter,  was  made  by 
an  act  to  pay  tbe  debta  of  the  colony,  chap.  000,  paued  Norember  24,  1750. 

*  An  appropriation  to  pay  the  claimi  of  John  Van  Wyck  and  laaae  Willet 
for  subsistence  of  French  and  Spanish  prisoners  was  made  by  the  act  to  pay 
tha  debta  of  the  colony,  passed  November  24,  1750,  chap.  90O. 
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the  destruction  of  all  intercourse  between  the  several 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  consequently  to  the  utter 
subversion  of  the  constitution  of  this  Colony." 

The  Governor  called  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houaea 
on  the  12th  of  November,  and  after  disposing  of  certain 
hills,  delivered  the  following  speech  to  the  Assembly : 

"  I  think  it  now  a  proper  time  to  make  some  remarks  on 
your  printed  reaolves  of  the  26th  of  last  month,  wherein 
you  charge  me  with  a  breach  of  my  solemn  promise  and 
with  a  violation  of  your  rights  and  privileges  by  refusing 
■  to  receive  an  address  from  your  House. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  there  is  a  certain  respect 
to  be  observed  by  you  towards  your  G-ovemor  in  all  inter- 
course between  him  and  yon ;  and  that  it  is  his  duty  to  pre- 
serve the  dignity  of  the  King's  authority,  so  far  as  he  is 
entrusted  with  it ;  The  Governor  must  judge  for  him,  when 
he  thinks  that  just  respect  ia  neglected;  and  therefore,  as 
you  first  broke  in  upon  the  undoubted  rules  of  decency  by 
that  address  which  you  intended  to  make  you  are  only  to 
bear  the  blame  if  any  inconveniences  or  prejudices  ensue, 
from  your  disrespect  to  your  Governor. 

Ton  claim  the  same  privilegea  with  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  after  having  been  approved  of  by  the  King, 
desires,  that  as  often  as  necessity  for  his  Majesty's  service 
and  the  good  of  the  commonwealth  shall  require,  he  may, 
by  direction  from  the  TTouse  of  Commons,  have  access  to 
his  royal  person.  It  is  not  that  the  Speaker  shall  have 
access  whenever  he  pleases,  but  only  when  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  good  of  the  commonwealth  shall  require. 
The  privilege  of  access  I  never  denied  yon;  but  then  I  have 
a  right  to  judge  as  well  aa  you  whether  the  access  you 
desire  be  for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  good  of  the 
commonwealth;  and  that  it  be  made  with  due  respect,  other- 
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ways  you  claim  a  superiority  over  me,  inconaiBtent  with  the 
constitntion  of  this  government. 

In  whatever  your  Governor  and  you  differ,  there  is  a 
legal  method  for  redress.  In  my  message  to  yon  I  told 
you  that  I  would  do  the  justice  to  send  a  copy  of  that 
paper,  which  you  call  an  address,  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters ;  which  is  sending  it  to  the  proper  tribunal  for  redress, 
if  I  have  done  you  any  injury  by  my  refusing  to  receive 
it;  but  you  seem  to  decline  this  legal  method;  and  by  your 
publishing  that  paper  nnder  the  name  of  an  address  in 
your  votes,  and  afterwards  in  a  public  newspaper  pub- 
lished by  the  printer  of  your  votes,  you  seem  to  place  the 
dernier  resort  in  all  disputes  between  your  Governor  and 
you  in  the  populace;  how  his  Majesty  may  take  this,  or 
how  a  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  may  take  your  claiming 
not  only  the  privileges  of  Parliament  but  privileges  far 
beyond  what  any  House  of  Commons  ever  claimed,  de- 
serves your  most  serious  consideration.  You  seem  herein 
to  forget  your  dependency ;  I  therefore  think  that  I  cannot 
at  this  time  more  effectually  show  the  concern  I  have  for 
the  people  of  this  Province  than  by  giving  you  time,  coolly 
to  consult  with  your  constituents  on  the  consequences  your 
proceedings  may  have ;  and  that  you  may  do  this  at  a  time 
when  you  are  freed  from  that  influence  which  now  too  evi- 
dently prevails  among  you. 

In  most  of  the  bills  prepared  for  my  assent  you  con- 
tinue so  visibly  to  assume  to  yourselves  the  executive 
power  of  government  that  nothing  could  excuse  my  giving 
my  assent  to  them  but  the  necessity  of  the  service  for  which 
yon  grant  the  money,  without  which  those  services  could 
not  be  performed;  and  as  I  have  reason  to  ttiink  that  you 
persist  in  your  obstinacy  in  assuming  almost  the  whole 
powers  of  government,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  put 
an  end  to  the  present  session. 

I  therefore  think  it  for  his  Majesty's  service  that  the 
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General  Aasonbly  be  prorogued  to  the  second  Tuesday  in 
March  next;  and  this  Qeneral  ABsembly  is  accordingly  pro- 
rogued to  the  second  Tuesday  in  March  next,  then  to  meet 
here. 

G.  CLINTON." 

November  12.     The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the 
seoond  Tuesday  in  March  1749. 


1749.    jmnt.    TWEHTT-FIPTH  ASSKHBIT,  THIBD  8BSSI0K. 


GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to  the  seoond  Tuesday 
in  March,  but  it  did  not  meet  nntil  Jtme  27.  The  next  day 
the  Qovemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbnebal  Assbhblt. — 
I  congratnlate  yon  upon  the  re-establishment  of  peace,  by 
which  the  Province  is  freed  from  the  calamities  of  war  to 
which  the  frontiers  of  it  were  exposed  from  a  barbarous 
and  cruel  enemy.'  I  am  not  now  to  incite  you  to  the 
prosecution  of  war,  which  when  most  successful  is  attended 
with  effects  no  ways  desirable,  but  to  the  arts  of  peaoe  for 
the  future  security  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  this 
Province ;  and  I  assure  yo\i,  Gentlemen,  that  I  will  cheer- 
fnlly  Join  with  yon  in  everything  which  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  Legislature  to  do  for  this  purpose. 

But,  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly,  it  can  be  of  little  serv- 
ice to  make  laws  if  they  with  whom  the  executive  powers 

1  PeM«  wu  TMt«i«d  for  a  abort  time  by  th«  tntttf  of  AIx-lA-CIwpelh,  whleb 
wu  concluded  October  18,  1748. 
81 
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of  government  are  intruBted,  be  disabled  from  putting  them 
in  execntion;  and  therefore,  I  must  (previously  to  every- 
thing which  may  be  proper  to  be  recommended  to  you  at 
this  time)  demand  that  you  grant  his  Majesty  a  revenue 
for  the  support  of  his  government  in  this  Province  in  a 
manner  conformable  to  the  directions  of  his  Majesty's 
commission  to  me,  by  the  anthority  of  which  you  sit  and 
act,  and  of  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  justly  due  for  services  done  and  for  the  contingent 
services  of  the  ensuing  year,  in  manner  likewise  conform- 
ahle  to  the  directions  of  his  Majesty's  commission  and  in- 
structions to  me.  In  making  this  demand,  I  ask  nothing 
new,  or  that  any  new  taxes  or  impositions  be  laid  on  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  Province,  or  what  is  not  per- 
fectly consonant  to  the  English  constitution  and  conform- 
able to  the  practice  of  Parliament.  There  are  laws  of  this 
Province  now  in  force  granting  to  his  Majesty  funds  for 
the  support  of  his  government ;  there  is  money  in  the  treas- 
ury for  this  purpose;  and  yet  though  the  moneys  arising 
from  these  funds  are  granted  to  his  Majesty,  he  cannot  (as 
these  laws  now  stand)  make  use  of  one  farthing  of  it  for 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  granted.  This  is  such  an  in- 
consistency in  itself,  so  contrary  to  our  happy  constitution, 
and  so  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  service,  that  it  must  be 
remedied ;  and  therefore,  I  must  demand  of  you,  Gentlemen 
of  the  Assembly,  to  give  me  an  answer  in  direct  and  posi- 
tive terms,  previously  to  your  going  on  any  other  business, 
whether  you  will  grant  his  Majesty  a  revenue  for  support 
of  his  government  conformable  to  his  commission  and 
instruction  to  me,  the  copies  of  which  I  now  deliver  to  you; 
and  may  you  in  giving  your  answer  make  manifest  your 
duty  to  your  King,  your  love  of  the  English  constitution, 
and  your  sincere  r^^ard  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  yoa 
represent. 
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Q-ENTLEHBN   OF   THE   CoUNCIL  AND   GbNEBAL   AsSEMBLT. — 

Ab  soon  as  I  shall  have  received  the  Aseembly's  answer, 
I  shall  lay  before  you  what  I  think  further  necessary  for 
his  Majesty's  service. 

I  am  sensible  that  the  approaching  harvest  may  make 
this  time  of  your  meeting  inconvenient  to  some  of  yon,  but 
I  could  not  think  it  proper  to  meet  you  tUl  I  knew  the 
sentimentB  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  in  respect  to  the 
Assembly's  refusing  to  grant  the  support  of  government 
in  the  manner  I  asked  it  last  fall.  Ajod  now  the  pressing 
hardships  that  many  of  the  people  of  this  Province  are 
under  from  their  not  being  paid  lai^  sums  of  money  of  a 
long  time  justly  due  to  them,  but  more  especially  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  prisoners  still  detained  in  Canada,  and  for 
whose  relief  I  cannot  do  what  may  be  proper  till  you  pro- 
vide for  the  expense  which  must  attend  this  service,  makes 
your  meeting  at  this  time  necessary,  and  I  hope  the  suffer- 
ings and  hardships  so  many  of  your  fellow  subjects  are 
under  will  be  of  more  weight  with  you  than  any  inconveni- 
ence some  of  you  may  be  under  by  your  being  taken  from 
attending  the  harvest  in  the  country. 

Q.  CLINTON. 


Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
the  28th  day  of  June,  1749. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Governor  delivered  to  eadi  House 
a  copy  of  the  following  provision  in  his  Commission : 

"And  our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  is  that  all  public 
money  raised  or  which  shall  be  raised  by  any  act  to  be 
hereafter  made,  within  our  said  Province  and  other  the 
territories  depending  thereon,  be  issued  out  by  warrant 
from  you,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  our  Coun- 
cil, and  disposed  of  by  you  for  the  support  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  not  otherwise." 
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Also  a  copy  of  the  32d  item  in  his  instmotions,  which, 
after  repeating  in  substance  the  provision  jnst  dted,  con- 
tinued: 

"  But  the  Assembly  may  be  nevertheless  permitted,  from 
time  to  time,  to  view  and  examine  the  accounts  of  money, 
or  value  of  money,  disposed  of  by  virtue  of  lavs  made  by 
them,  which  you  are  to  signify  onto  them,  as  there  sball 
be  occasion." 

The  Governor  also  delivered  a  copy  of  item  fifteen  of  the 
instructions  as  follows : 

*'  It  is  bis  Majesty's  express  will  and  pleasure  that  ao 
law  for  raising  any  impoaition  on  wines  or  other  strong 
liquors,  be  made  to  continue  for  less  than  one  whole  year; 
and  that  all  other  laws  made  for  the  supply  and  support  of 
the  government  shall  be  indefinite  and  without  limitation, 
except  the  same  be  for  a  temporary  service,  and  which  sball 
expire  and  have  their  full  effect  within  the  time  therein 
prefixed." 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

June  30.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

July  7.  The  Assembly  adopted  on  the  5th  an  address 
to  the  Governor,  the  diief  feature  of  which  was  a  reaffirm- 
anoe  of  the  Assembly's  position  in  favor  of  annual  appro- 
priations. A  committee  waited  on  the  Governor  to  inquire 
when  he  would  receive  the  address.  He  asked  for  a  copy 
of  it,  and  on  being  told  that  the  committee  had  none,  said 
he  could  not  receive  it  until  be  first  had  a  copy  of  it.  On 
the  return  of  the  committee,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  reso- 
lution declaring  it  to  be  "  irregular  and  contrary  to  the 
course  of  parliamentary  proceedings  for  the  House  to  send 
the  copy  of  an  address  to  his  Excellency,  ■w^iidi  is  to  be 
presented  to  him,  by  the  whole  House,  or  any  committee 
thereof ;  and  that  his  Exoelleney  has  no  right  to  insist  cm 
any  sndi  copy." 
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On  the  7tli,  the  Qovemor  acxit  a  message  to  the  Ass^nbly, 
in  which  after  reciting  the  foregoing  resolntion,  he  said: 

*'  How  his  Excellency  comes  under  the  course  of  Par- 
liamentary proceedings,  I  know  not 

But,  Gentlemen,  can  any  of  you  imagine,  that  the  King 
receives  any  address,  and  to  which  he  immediately  returns 
an  answer,  without  being  previously  informed  of  the  con- 
tents of  that  address  1  All  of  yon  know  that  it  has  been 
the  constant  practice  of  your  House,  to  inform  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  contents  of  every  address,  previoosly  to  the 
presenting  of  it ;  and  I  must  tell  you,  that  I  have  a  right 
to  be  informed  of  everything  which  passes  in  your  House, 
and  a  right  to  restrain  you,  if  you  go  beyond  your  just 
bounds. 

Genh^hbn. — The  answer  which  you  shall  ^ve  to  the 
demand  I  made,  perhaps,  may  be  of  as  great  consequence 
to  the  people  you  represent,  as  anything  that  ever  came 
under  your  consideration;  and  I  believe  every  man  that 
uses  common  r^ection,  will  think  that  it  deserved  the  moet 
serious  attention  of  your  House;  but  by  the  minutes  of 
your  proceedings  it  appears  that  your  House  had  given  no 
directions  to  their  committee,  as  to  the  subject  matter  of 
that  address ;  that  your  ctHmnittee  brought  in  the  address 
ready  ingrossed  (for  their  is  no  order  as  usual  to  engross 
it,  but  only  the  Speaker  to  sign  it)  after  9  of  the  clock  of 
the  5th  instant,  and  the  message  to  know,  when  I  would 
receive  the  address,  came  to  me  before  10  of  the  clo<^  be- 
fore noon  of  the  same  day. 

Had  I  not  then  just  reason  to  think  the  House  had  been 
surprised,  or  gone  precipitately  into  their  approbation  of 
this,  and  that  there  might  be  a  design  to  make  me  (by  sur- 
prise) receive  what  is  not  proper  for  me  to  receive  T 

But  now,  Gentlemen,  as  I  know  the  contents  of  that  ad- 
dress, I  tell  yon  I  am  ready  to  receive  it  immediately, 
a  CLINTON." 
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July  12.  The  Governor  sent  to  the  Assembly  the  fol- 
lowing answer  to  its  address : 

"  In  answer  to  yonr  address  of  the  5th  of  this  month,  I 
can  (with  pleasure)  reflect  upon  my  own  conduct,  since  the 
unhappy  differences  began  between  you  and  me. 

After  every  prorogation,  I  spoke  to  you  at  the  opening 
of  every  new  session,  as  if  no  difference  had  preceded; 
how  far  otherwise  you  have  done  is  too  remarkable;  for 
what  purpose  it  is  done  I  shall  leave  to  yonr  own  con- 
sciences and  others  to  judge ;  but  I  cannot  pass  over  that 
continued  endeavor  to  calumniate  my  administration.  For 
what  other  purpose  have  you  taken  upon  yourselves  to 
assert  that  you  are  fnlly  persuaded  that  the  prisoners  in 
Canada  might  long  since  have  been  released  by  those  whose 
Province  it  isf  Let  me  ask  you,  Gentlemen,  had  you  any 
evidence  of  this  before  youT  I  know  it  is  impossible  you 
could,  and  all  the  world  must  think  you  have  but  little  regard 
to  truth,  when  in  a  single  half  hour  your  address  was  read 
twice,  and  agreed  to  by  your  House;  though  the  greatest 
number  of  you  must  have  known  nothing  of  the  subject 
matter  of  it,  as  nothing  of  it  appeared  in  your  Honse  be- 
fore that  time. 

Whenever  this  matter  shall  come  before  proper  judges, 
it  will  appear  that  as  to  the  releasing  of  prisoners,  I  have 
acted  truly  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 

The  Governor  of  Canada's  design  is  to  withdraw  the 
Indians  from  us,  to  make  them  lose  all  confidence  in  ns, 
and  with  this  view,  all  his  negotiations  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  were  transacted;  and  it  is  now  further  made 
evident  by  the  parties  of  Indians  from  Canada,  that  have 
made  incursions  on  the  northern  Colonies,  and  by  his 
sending  large  parties  to  the  westward  with  a  view  {at 
least)  to  destroy  the  English  commerce  with  the  Indian 
Nations  on  the  Banks  of  the  great  lakes. 

The  Mohawks  have  delivered  np  all  their  prisoners  into 
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the  hands  of  Col.  Johnson,  and  have  refused  to  send 
deputies  to  Canada,  though  again  and  again  invited  there 
by  that  Governor,  with  a  promise  of  having  all  the  pris- 
oners delivered  up  to  them.  They  trust  to  me  solely  that 
I  shall  procure  the  release  of  their  prisoners,  by  virtue 
of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

At  the  eonclusion  of  every  war  before  this,  the  Five 
Nations  sent  deputies  to  Canada;  there  they  made  peace 
separately  for  themselves,  and  entered  into  engagements 
with  the  French,  How  prejudicial  this  was  to  the  British 
interest,  and  what  advantages  I  have  now  gained,  is  too 
obvious  to  need  any  remarks. 

But,  Gentlemen,  unless  I  be  enabled  to  prosecute  the 
measures  I  have  taken,  these  advantages  will  be  lost;  and 
if  the  Indians  find  that  we  do  not  protect  them,  they  must 
leave  as,  and  turn  to  the  French,  and  with  such  resraitment, 
that  we  shall  never  be  able  to  recover  them. 

I  could  find  no  man  in  this  place  who  would  undertake 
any  part  of  this  expense  which  attended  my  endeavors,  to 
have  our  prisoners  released,  on  the  credit  of  your  resolves. 
I  have  been  obliged  to  carry  on  the  whole  of  this  affair  on 
my  own  private  credit,  and  by  money  out  of  my  own 
pocket;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  your  credit  should  be  bo 
small,  when  it  is  considered  that  on  the  27th  of  June,  1748, 
you  addressed  me  to  send  twenty-five  prisoners  to  Canada, 
to  be  exchanged,  and  assured  me  that  you  would  make  good 
all  such  expense  as  may  necessarily  attend  this  service. 
I  did  accordingly  send  a  flag  of  truce  with  twenty-five 
French  prisoners;  the  persons  I  sent  went  in  evident  dan- 
ger of  their  lives,  from  the  Enemy's  skulking  Indian  par- 
ties. They  performed  the  service  they  were  sent  on  faith- 
fully. Last  sessions  I  recommended  to  you  the  providing 
for  this  expense;  accounts  of  it  were  laid  before  ypu,  and 
yet  you  would  make  no  provision  for  it. 

Fray,  Gentlemen,  consider  what  is  it  that  has  raised  this 
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reBentment  against  me.  Can  any  man  say  that  I  have  in- 
vaded either  his  liberty  or  property,  or  endeavored  to  hurt 
his  reputation!  I  have  not  only  advanced  lai^  sums,  bnt 
I  have  risked  my  whole  fortune  for  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  benefit  of  this  country.  Consider  on  the  other  hand, 
the  conduct  of  those  who  are  in  opposition  to  my  adminis- 
tration ;  the  behavior  of  their  tools  to  your  fellow  subjects 
in  the  streets,  in  the  taverns,  and  in  their  honses;  and  how 
by  that  opposition  the  public  good  and  service  has  been  in 
every  instance  obstructed,  and  public  calumny  propagated; 
and  then,  Qentlemen,  you  and  all  the  world  may  judge  who 
is  under  the  most  unhappy  influence. 

I  must  complain  of  your  endeavoring  to  lead  the  people 
of  this  Province  into  mistakes,  as  to  the  demand  I  made  of 
yon;  there  is  not  in  my  demand,  nor  in  the  instructions 
which  accompanied  it,  the  least  mention  either  of  a  yearly 
support,  or  for  five  years ;  nor  is  there  in  that  demand,  any 
reference  to  what  was  asked  in  the  preceding  session;  the 
demand  and  instructions  principally  related  to  the  method 
of  issuing  the  public  money,  and  as  to  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tion, both  in  his  Commission  to  me,  and  his  instructions, 
cannot  be  mistaken.  I  know  well  the  present  sentiments 
of  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  as  to  this;  and  you  might  have 
at  least  guessed  at  them,  by  the  bill  lately  brought  into 
Parliament,  and  published  in  tiiis  place,  for  oiforcing  the 
King's  instructions.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  the  English 
constitution,  that  the  power  of  granting  of  the  money,  and 
the  issuing  of  it,  be  in  different  brandies  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  the  best  method  to  prevent  misapplications,  for  if 
those  who  grant  the  money,  had  likewise  the  power  of  dis- 
tributing it  among  their  friends  and  relations,  under  any 
pretences  of  public  service,  there  can  be  none  to  call  them 
to  account  for  misapplication ;  whereas,  when  one  branch 
grants,  and  another  issues,  it  la  natural  to  think  that  on 
any  suspicion  of  misapplication,  the  granters  will  demand 
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an  account  and  satisfaction,  if  any  such  misapplication 
do  appear.  The  troth  of  this  fully  appears  by  experience 
in  this  Province,  where  I  am  confident  it  may  be  made  ap- 
pear, if  strict  examination  were  to  be  made  into  it. 

It  is  the  constant  practice  in  Parliament,  to  make  no  pro- 
vision for  any  service  which  is  not  previously  reccnn- 
mended  by  the  King. 

You  have  given  money  to  private  persons,  not  only  for 
services  which  were  not  recommended  to  yon  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  but  for  serviccB,  of  which  I  to  this  day,  remain 
ignorant;  and  by  mixing  of  the  grants  in  the  same  bill 
wherein  you  provided  for  the  support  of  government,  or 
other  necessary  services  yon  put  me  under  the  necessity  of 
giving  my  assent  to  them,  or  of  leaving  the  government 
without  support. 

This  is  so  dangerons  an  invasion  of  his  Majesty's  pre- 
rogative, and  so  injurious  to  the  people  of  this  Province, 
that  yon  may  assure  yourselves  it  will  not  be  suffered  to 
continue. 

In  the  bill  which  you  prepared  last  session,  for  the  con- 
tingent services  of  the  government,  there  is  a  clause  im- 
powering  Cornelius  Van  Home  and  Paul  Richards,  two 
members  of  your  House,  to  retain  in  their  own  hands  seven 
hundred  and  two  pounds,  (part  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty 
four  pounds,  of  the  public  money  in  their  hands)  for  the 
carrying  off  French  prisoners  to  the  French  islands,  and 
bringing  back  English  prisoners  in  exchange.  The  pay- 
ment of  this  service  was  not  recommended  by  me,  as  no 
application  had  been  made  to  me  for  such  recommendation ; 
the  usual  proofs  of  performance  of  this  service,  by  the 
French  Governor's  letters,  and  receipts  of  prisoners,  or  of 
the  number  of  prisoners  exchanged,  were  not  made  to  me; 
and  yon  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  general  suspicions  whidi 
prevail  in  this  place,  as  to  the  performance  of  that  service. 
It  does  not  appear  by  your  minutes  that  you  had  any  proofs 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


490  Messages  fkom  the  Qovernoe. 

of  this  service  before  yoa,  and  as  there  is  no  mention  of  it 
anywhere  in  your  minutes,  I  could  not,  nor  could  any  per- 
son, not  of  your  House,  know  that  this  service  was  under 
your  consideration,  till  your  clause  appeared  in  your  bill 
for  the  payment  of  it ;  whereas  it  appears  from  your  min- 
utes, that  all  the  services  which  I  had  recommended,  had 
been  severally  examined  into,  and  proofs  made  of  the  ser- 
vice in  your  House. 

Col.  Johnson  had  advanced  large  sums  of  money  upon 
the  credit  of  your  resolves;  and  as  that  Gentleman  bad 
otherwise  conspicuously  distinguished  himself  in  the  public 
service  of  this  Province,  I  very  earnestly  recommended  the 
payment  of  the  debts  justly  due  to  him ;  his  accounts,  and 
the  proofs,  were  laid  before  your  House.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear by  your  minutes  that  any  objection  was  made  to  the 
truth  of  these  accounts,  and  I  am  confident  no  well- 
grounded  objection  can  be  made.  You  had  in  a  former 
session,  directed  payment  of  part  of  these  debts,  out  of  a 
fund  which  was  exhausted,  and  now  in  the  last  sessions,  you 
provided  for  the  payment  of  but  part  of  theui,  and  entirely 
neglected  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  greater 
part. 

Care  was  taken  that  your  members  should  not  sutfer  by 
my  refusing  this  bill,  as  more  money  wa.*;  in  their  hands 
than  they  asked ;  but  it  was  otherwise  as  to  Col.  Johnson, 
from  whom  the  money,  justly  due  to  him,  has  been  a  long 
time  detained. 

You  know  best,  for  what  purpose  you  call  the  copies  of 
the  instructions,  which  I  sent  you,  extracts  only;  when  they 
contain  the  whole  of  those  instmctions.  without  addition  or 
abbreviation,  as  is  certified  by  the  proper  officer;  and  why 
you  say  that  I  insinuate  that  I  just  now  received  those  in- 
structions, when  the  day  of  their  date  was  likewise  certi- 
fied to  you ;  this  does  not  discover  any  great  attention  in 
you  to  what  is  before  you,  but  rather  some  influence  over 
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yon,  that  does  not  tend  mudi  to  the  honor  of  jonr  House, 
or  of  those  who  make  use  of  this  influence. 

But,  Gentlemen,  whatever  opinion  aome  people  may  give 
yon,  yet  the  intention  of  his  Majesty  appears  eo  plain,  with 
regard  to  the  issuing  of  public  money,  that  it  cannot  be  mis- 
taken; and  I  can  assure  you  that  he  never  will  recede  from 
these  instructions,  and  therefore,  I  must  again  demand  of 
you  to  grant  his  Majesty  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  his 
Government,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  due,  and  future  contingencies,  in  such  manner  as  the 
money  may  issue,  conformable  to  his  Majesty's  commission 
and  instruction,  which  you  have  before  you,  and  I  must  re- 
quire a  categorical  answer  to  this,  for  I  cannot  give  my  as- 
sent to  any  money  bill,  which  shall  not  be  conformable  to 
these  instructions;  as  to  other  modes  and  form  (as  you  are 
pleased  to  express  them)  if  there  be  any  such  in  the  bill, 
to  which  I  may  think  it  improper  for  me  to  give  my  assent; 
yet  if  yoa  will  add  a  clause  to  any  such  bill  whereby  it 
shall  be  restrained  from  t^ing  effect,  or  of  being  in  force 
till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known,  and  the  Council 
give  their  consent,  I  will  give  my  assent  to  it. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  have  done  all  that  is  in  my  power  to 
put  an  end  to  those  unhappy  differences,  which  have  sub- 
sisted so  long  to  the  prejudice  of  the  people  you  represent; 
I  hope,  not  only  the  suflferings  of  many  of  your  fellow  sub- 
jects, will  weigh  more  with  you  than  any  private  influence 
whatsoever;  but  that  you  will  likewise  gratefully  consider 
the  great  liberties  you  are  indulged  with,  by  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  English  constitution  of  Government,  and  how 
unwise  it  is  to  attempt  any  alteration  of  it.  Consider  like- 
wise, what  may  be  the  consequences,  should  our  mother 
country  suspect,  that  you  have  design  to  lessen  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  in  the  plantations;  the  Eomans  did  not 
allow  the  same  privileges  to  their  colonies,  which  the  other 
citizens  enjoyed ;  and  you  know  in  what  manner  the  repnb- 
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lie  of  Holland  govems  her  colonies ;  endeavor  then  to  show 
your  great  thankfulness  for  the  great  privileges  you 
enjoy. 

G,  CLINTON." 

JtiIj  17.  The  Ass^nbly  replied  to  this  message  in 
another  address  on  the  14th,  defending  its  position,  and 
substantially  reiterating  the  arguments  contained  in  the  ad- 
dress of  the  5th.  The  last  address  having  been  tendered  to 
the  Governor,  he  refused  it  as  appears  by  the  following 
message,  which  was  sent  to  the  Assembly  on  the  17th : 

"  However  becoming  you  may  think  it  in  yourselves,  to 
make  the  address  which  I  have  seen  in  your  minutes  of  the 
14th  instant,  I  do  not  think  it  proper  for  me  to  receive  it. 

And  since  you  have  refused  to  grant  a  support  for  his 
Majesty's  government,  in  a  manner  conformable  to  bis 
commission  to  me,  by  the  authority  of  which  only  the  l^s- 
latnre  of  this  Province  is  allowed  to  make  laws,  or  to  levy 
money  on  its  subjects,  or  in  conformity  with  his  23d  in- 
stmction,  I  must  let  this  rest,  till  I  shall  know  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  thereon. 

But,  Gentlemen,  however  I  may  think  it  proper  to  bear 
any  injury  offered  to  myself,  yet  my  duty  requires  me  to 
use  my  best  endeavors,  that  justice  be  done  to  all  his  Maj- 
esty's subjects  committed  to  my  care;  and  therefore,  I  must 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  make  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  which  are  justly  due,  either  for  moneys 
advanced  on  the  credit  of  this  government,  or  services  done. 
An  account  of  both  shall  be  laid  before  you,  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently can  be  done,  after  I  shall  know  your  resolution 
to  provide  for  them. 

The  great  sufferings  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  who  have 
the  miBfortnne  to  be  taken  prisoners,  and  are  detained  still 
in  Canada,  notwithstanding  of  the  peace,  and  of  the  Indians 
who  are  likewise  prisoners  there,  under  great  sufferings, 
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who  entered  into  the  war  at  onr  instigatioD,  and  fong^t  for 
us,  I  hope  will  make  you  think  it  your  duty  to  make  suffi- 
cient provision  for  the  expense  that  must  attend  the  en- 
deavors which  shall  be  made  for  obtaining  their  liberty, 
and  of  sending  proper  persons  to  Canada  for  that  purpose; 
if  this  be  not  speedily  done,  the  Six  Nations  will  lose  all 
confidence  in  us,  and  wiU  enter  into  n^^tiations  with  the 
French  separately  from  us,  the  bad  consequences  of  which 
are  too  obvious  to  require  my  setting  them  forth  at  large. 

Ah  I  am  very  desirons  of  removing  every  thing  that  may 
oudtsion  any  dispute  or  difference  afterwards,  I  think  it 
proper  to  tell  yon,  that  if  you  think  any  service  or  debt 
ought  to  be  paid  besides  what  I  recommended  to  you,  that 
it  be  done  in  a  separate  bill,  that  I,  or  the  Council,  may  not 
be  put  to  any  restraint  in  giving  our  consent  to  it.  This  is 
the  more  necessary,  because  of  a  clause  you  make,  that  the 
Council  have  no  right  to  amend  any  part  of  any  bill,  which 
you  call  a  money  bill. 

The  regard  which  is  due  to  his  Majesty,  in  approving  or 
disallowing  any  law  passed  in  this  Province,  I  hope,  will 
likewise  make  you  think  that  what  I  propose  is  proper;  and 
that  you  may  more  certainly  know  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
in  this,  and  such  like  cases,  I  s«td  you  a  copy  of  his  twelfth 
instruction  to  me. 

G.  CLINTON." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  twelfth  instruction  trans- 
mitted by  the  Governor : 

"  You  are  to  observe  in  the  passing  of  all  laws,  that  the 
style  of  enacting  the  same,  be  by  the  Governor,  Council 
and  Assembly,  and  no  other;  you  are  also,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  observe  in  the  passing  of  all  laws,  that  what- 
ever may  be  requisite  upon  each  different  matter,  be  ac- 
cordingly' provided  for,  by  a  different  law,  without  inter- 
mixing in  one  and  the  same  act,  such  things,  as  have  no 
proper  relation  to  each  other ;  and  you  are  more  especially 
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to  take  care,  that  no  clause  or  clauses  be  inserted  in,  or 
annexed  to  any  act,  which  shall  be  foreign  to  what  the  title 
of  such  respective  act  imports,  and  that  no  perpetual  clause 
be  part  of  any  temporary  law,  and  that  no  act  whatsoever 
be  suspended,  altered,  continued,  revived  or  repealed,  by 
general  words;  but  that  the  title  and  date  of  such  act  so 
suspended,  altered,  continued,  revived  or  repealed,  be  par- 
ticularly mentioned  and  expressed  in  the  enacting  part." 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  adopted  resolutions  protest- 
ing against  the  Governor's  refusal  to  receive  the  address, 
asserting  the  Assembly's  right  of  access  to  the  Governor 
for  the  transaction  of  proper  public  business,  and  afiSrming 
that  the  Assembly  could  not  in  faithfulness  to  the  people 
"  proceed  on  any  business  whatsoever,  until  they  be  satis- 
fied in  relation  to  the  violation  of  their  just  and  undoubted 
privilege  of  having  access  to  his  Exeellencg'  for  transact- 
ing the  public  business  of  this  colony." 

Jtily  20.  The  Governor  on  receipt  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutioDB  sent  the  following  message  to  the  Assembly : 

"  In  answer  to  your  resolves  of  the  18tb  instant,  I  must 
tell  you  that  as  your  address  of  the  fourteenth  stands  on 
the  minutes  of  your  House,  it  plainly  appears  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  it,  and  more  particularly  from  the  following 
words,  '  we  leave  every  impartial  reader  to  jndge,'  was  not 
designed  to  me,  but  to  the  people  without  doors,  through 
me;  with  what  propriety  can  such  words  be  spoken  in  an 
address  to  met  And  as  I  have  the  same  reasons  for  re- 
fusing an  address  of  the  like  nature  with  this,  I  shall  re- 
peat the  reasons  I  gave  when  I  prorogued  your  House  on 
the  12th  of  November  last." 

[The  Governor  here  quotes  from  his  speech  of  November 
12,  and  continues.] 

"  I  now  again  assure  you  that  I  will  lay  your  address, 
as  it  appears  in  your  minutes,  together  with  your  resolves, 
before  his  Majesty's  ministers;  and  I  shall  most  earnestly 
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pray,  that  his  Majesty  do  justice  thereon.  I  hope  this  is 
giving  you  sufficient  satisfaction. 

I  must  pot  you  in  mind,  that  in  the  demand  of  satisfao* 
tion  in  the  manner  you  do,  yoa  forget  your  dependency,  and 
that  both  you  and  I  have  superiors,  who  are  the  proper 
judges  of  our  actions,  and  capable  to  give  redress  for  any 
injury  that  either  of  us  shall  receive. 

Pray,  Gentlemen,  consider  that  I  ask  nothing  for  myself, 
and  that  it  will  be  a  poor  satisfaction  to  keep  the  creditors 
of  the  government  from  the  money  that  is  justly  due  to 
them. 

I  must  again  press  you  to  consider,  that  unless  you  en- 
able me  to  defray  the  expense  that  must  attend  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  obtaining  the  liberty  of  the  prisoners  in 
Canada,  and  particularly  of  the  Indian  prisoners,  now 
when  the  Indians  have  refused  to  go  to  Canada,  and  treat 
with  the  Governor  there,  and  trust  to  us  entirely  for  ob- 
taining the  liberty  of  their  countrymen,  who  were  taken 
prisoners  fighting  in  our  cause ;  if  this  be  not  Bi>eedily  done 
(for  they  already  begin  to  lose  their  patience)  you  may  be 
assured  that  the  Indians  will  lose  all  confidence  in  us,  and 
enter  into  negotiations  with  the  French,  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  and  safety  of  all  the  British  colonies  in 
North  America. 

Consider  likewise,  that  there  is  a  growing  expense  on  the 
Province  in  maintaining  and  keeping  the  French  prisoners 
who  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  and  which  they  have 
delivered  up  to  Col.  Johnson. 

Surely  you  can  have  no  satisfaction  in  the  view  of  the 
measures  which  attend  your  countrymen,  prisoners  in  Can- 
ada, or  of  the  mischiefs  which  may  follow,  on  the  Indians 
withdrawing  their  fidelity  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  placing  their  confidence  in  the  French. 

Let  me  conjure  you  then,  Gentlemen,  to  take  pity  on  the 
public  creditors,  and  provide  for  a  service  so  i 
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for  the  well  being  and  future  security  of  the  people  you  rep- 
resent; I  must  add,  any  attempt  to  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  debts,  and  other  necessary  services,  in  a 
method  contradictory  to  his  Majesty's  instructions,  whereof 
joa  have  received  copies,  will  be  in  effect  a  refusal. 

I  shall  readily  agree  to  any  method  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts,  or  pnblic  Borvices,  whi<di  has  no  other  tendency 
than  to  prevent  embezzlements  of  the  public  money;  and 
surely  some  method  may  be  thought  of  without  any  entire 
breach  of  the  constitution  of  government,  which  his  Maj- 
esty has  established  in  this  Province,  and  the  taking  the 
executive  powers  out  of  the  King's  hands.  No  man  can 
imagine  that  his  Majesty's  instructions  are  calculated  with 
a  view  to  encourage  misapplication  of  any  kind. 

Our  actions  will  best  show  who  are  the  sincere  and 
hearty  friends  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  will  like- 
wise show  our  duty  to  his  Majesty,  in  paying  a  proper  re- 
gard to  the  royal  instructions,  from  which  I  cannot 
deviate. 

G.  CLINTON." 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  declar- 
ing that  the  Governor's  answer  was  not  satisfactory.  This 
resolution  was  commimicated  to  the  Governor,  but  it  elici- 
ted no  response  except  that  he  said  it  was  "  very  well." 

August  4.  A  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  having 
been  called  the  Governor  delivered  the  following  speech : 

"I  am  truly  sorry,  that  this  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  must  end  without  producing  any  one  thing  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  yon  represent. 

I  was  in  hopes  of  having  aa  opportunity,  of  showing  by 
acts,  more  than  by  words,  my  sincere  intentions  for  tiie 
welfare  of  the  people  under  my  care;  but  you  have  made  it 
too  evidently  appear  that  you  met  together,  not  to  proceed 
on  business,  but  to  prevent  everything  that  might  be  pro- 
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poaed  for  removing  the  differences  which  have  most  un- 
happily for  this  Province  subsisted  between  the  branches 
of  the  Legislature. 

You  have  not  so  much  as  introduced  one  bill  for  this 
purpose,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  you  represent; 
though  yon  pride  yourselves  on  some  occasion,  in  following 
the  precedents  in  Parliament,  I  thing  you  cannot  show  one 
session  of  Parliament  in  which  not  one  bill  was  read ;  yet 
this  is  the  case  of  this  present  session;  and  this  makes  it 
evident  that  you  met  together  witti  a  view,  not  to  beal  past 
but  to  create  new  differences;  not  to  serve  your  country, 
bnt  private  piques  and  resentments. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  I  proposed  anything  to  you  which 
it  was  not  my  duty  to  do;  in  return  to  this,  you  in  the 
following  words,  with  a  sneer,  renew  past  cavils  at  my  ad- 
ministration, and  which  had  been  long  since  answered,  viz. 

'  We  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  sincerely  wish  the 
breaking  open  of  the  store  house  at  Albany;  the  letters 
wrote  to  the  judge,  clerk  and  sheriff  of  Dutchess  Comity, 
requiring  them  to  put  a  stop  to  proceedings  in  cases  of  pri- 
vate property,  the  attempts  made  to  restrain  the  liberty  of 
press,  and  other  things  of  like  kind  could  be  buried  in  per- 
petual oblivion.* 

Since  you  think  it  proper  to  renew  these  charges,  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  repeat  the  purport  of  the  answers  for- 
merly given  to  them;  the  case  of  breaking  open  the  store 
houses  at  Albany  was  as  follows,  viz. 

After  any  attempt  on  Canada  was  thought  impracticable 
in  that  season  of  the  year,  I  resolved  to  march  the  troops 
that  had  rendezvoused  at  Albany  to  the  Great  Carrying 
Place,  by  which  everything  must  pass  in  going  to  Canada; 
and  there  under  cover  of  these  troops,  to  erect  some 
kind  of  fortification,  capable  of  containing  500  men; 
anch  kind  of  fortification  would  be  necessary  for 
security    of    tbe    stores,    &c.    in    their    transportation, 
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in  case  the  intended  enterprise  against  Canada  should 
in  the  spring  have  been  removed;  and  in  doing  it 
then,  while  the  troops  were  idle,  would  have  saved  time. 
As  this  is  a  pass  by  which  the  enemy  make  their  incursions 
on  our  frontiers,  the  enemy's  parties  could  not  escape  be- 
ing discovered,  and  intercepted  by  such  a  number  of  men, 
either  in  their  going  towards,  or  returning  from  the  fron- 
tiers; and  it  was  thought  nothing  else  could  be  of  so  mncb 
benefit  for  that  purpose. 

When  this  was  resolved  on,  I  desired  Mr.  Golden  to  asit 
the  Assembly  commissioners  for  provisions,  whether  they 
would  take  care  of  provisions  in  the  march  of  these  troops 
to  the  Carrying  Place,  and  whilst  there!  Mr.  Colden,  ac- 
quainted the  commissioners  with  my  design,  and  I  told 
them,  as  the  Assembly  had  entrusted  them  with  the  care 
of  the  provisions,  I  was  desirous  that  they  should  take  care 
of  them,  but  that  if  they  refused  I  should  be  under  a  neces- 
sity to  appoint  some  other  for  that  service.  They  objected 
that  the  Assembly  had  not  provided  for  the  transportation. 
Mr.  Colden  in  answer  to  this  said,  that  as  the  Assembly  had 
undertaken  to  find  the  troops  levied  in  this  Province  with 
provisions,  they  certainly  included  to  pay  the  transporta- 
tion, being  an  inseparable  incident  to  that  service.  But 
when  the  Commissioners  would  not  trust  to  the  Assembly 
for  this  expense,  Mr.  Colden,  from  me,  told  them  that  I 
wonld  engage  to  pay  the  charge  of  transportation,  in  case 
the  Assembly  refused  to  pay  it ;  and  on  this  they  agreed  to 
take  care  of  the  provisions  as  was  desired,  and  I  left  the 
place,  expecting  they  would  do  so ;  Mr.  Colden  informed  me, 
that  he  made  use  of  no  other  words  with  the  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  kind  of  threatening,  but  as  in  substance  as 
above  related. 

Before  I  left  the  place,  as  it  was  doubted  whether  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  carriages  and  carpenters,  or  other  trades- 
men could  be  obtained  without  impressing,  I  issued  a  press 
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warrant  in  the  same  words  which  had  been  agreed  in  a 
full  Council  in  New  York,  before  I  went  to  Albany.  It  was 
several  days  after  I  had  left  Albany,  and  when  the  foreeB 
were  all  ready  for  their  march,  the  wagons,  &e.,  in  the 
streets,  when  the  Commissioners  refused  to  deliver  out  any 
provisions  to  be  carried  with  them.  Thereupon  the  officers 
held  a  Council  of  War,  and  there  resolved  to  make  use  of 
my  general  warrant  for  impressing,  to  take  the  provisions 
by  force;  and  at  the  same  time  offered  to  give  receipts  for 
what  was  taken.  It  has  not  been  so  much  as  pretended  that 
any  of  the  provision  was  embezzled  by  that  act,  or  con- 
verted to  any  other  use  than  that  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended by  the  stopping  of  the  provisions ;  this  service,  so 
useful  for  the  security  of  the  Province,  became  imprac- 
ticable; and  this,  among  many  others,  evidently  shows  the 
inconveniences  and  absurdities  which  must  continually  at- 
tend the  Assembly's  assuming  to  themselves  the  executive 
powers  of  government. 

The  occasion  of  writing  the  letters  mentioned,  was  this, 
after  the  forces  levied  for  the  expedition  against  Canada, 
were  disbanded,  some  deserters  sued  their  Captain  for 
their  pay;  and  as  it  was  suspected,  that  a  country  jury 
might  not  have  the  due  regard  to  the  martial  law  and 
mutiny  act,  in  such  cases,  I  was  persuaded  to  write  those 
letters;  the  proceedings  at  law  were  not  thereby  stopped 
and  no  man  suffered  any  injury  in  his  property  thereby ;  I 
admowledged  my  error  in  doing  it,  and  offered  redress,  as 
appears  by  your  minutes  of  the  27th  of  June,  1748 ;  and  how 
becoming  it  is  in  you  to  renew  this  complaint,  after  what  I 
had  formerly  done,  you  yourselves,  in  cooler  reflections, 
may  think. 

As  to  what  you  call  an  attempt  to  restrain  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  I  did  nothing  but  what  was  my  duty,  in  endeavor- 
ing to  prevent  the  publication  of  a  libel  against  the  govern- 
ment. The  printer  receives  a  yearly  salary  from  the  govem- 
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ment ;  and  notwithstanding  of  this,  he  not  only  oontinnes  to 
print  injurious  reflections  and  falsehoods  against  the  ad- 
ministration of  government  in  thia  Province,  but  likewise 
lampoons  and  sarcasms  on  the  admioistration  of  govern- 
ment in  Great  Britain,  and  that  on  matters  of  the  hi^est 
nature;  in  the  bill  for  contingent  aervices,  you  gave  this 
printer  a  gratuity,  over  and  above  his  salary,  to  encourage 
him  for  those  his  extra  services. 

As  to  the  other  things  of  the  like  kind,  which  yon  add  to 
these  particular  charges,  no  man  who  observes  your  pre- 
sent and  past  disposition  of  mind,  can  believe  that  if  I  had 
made  any  slips  on  which  you  could  have  laid  hold,  that 
you  would  have  concealed  them;  bnt  have  published  them 
with  all  the  aggravations  that  could  have  been  contrived 
to  blacken  my  character;  and  after  all  tiiat  you  can  say,  I 
still  have  the  pleasure  in  my  own  breast,  to  think  that  no 
man  in  this  Province  can  say  that  I  have  injured  him  either 
in  his  liberty,  property  or  reputation;  and  that  no  Gov- 
ernor ever  had  or  can  have  a  greater  indination  to  do 
everything  in  his  power  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  of 
this  Province. 

Whether  your  actions  be  a  proof  of  the  r^jard  you  have 
to  the  preservation  of  public  credit,  and  to  the  prosperity 
and  security  of  the' people  yon  represent,  I  shall  leave  vrith 
yourselves  to  reflect  on. 

Yon  have  made  use  of  the  sense  of  justice  due  to  the 
pnblic  creditors,  and  the  compassion  I  have  for  them,  under 
the  difficulties  some  of  them  labor,  by  having  lai^  sums 
detained  from  them,  of  a  long  time  due,  as  a  temptation 
to  draw  me  from  my  duty,  and  I  hope  they  are  sensible  that 
it  is  not  my  fault  that  they  have  no  relief. 

Your  refusing  to  grant  the  necessary  supplies  for  ob- 
taining the  liberty  of  your  fellow  subjects,  prisoners  in 
Canada,  could  proceed  only  from  the  same  design.  I  have 
kept  you  together  near  a  fortnight,  after  yon  had  broke  off 
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all  interconrae  between  your  Governor  and  yon,  in  hopes 
that  yonr  compassion  for  yonr  distressed  brethren  in 
Cuiada,  and  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  by 
preserving  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  would  at  last  prevail 
with  yon  to  give  the  necessary  supplies  for  that  purpose ; 
whatever  motive  prevailed  at  last  with  you,  to  provide  in 
some  sort  for  this  service,  yet  rather  than  recede  from  that 
unparaileled  resolve,  of  having  no  farther  intercourse  with 
your  Governor,  yon  broke  through  all  the  established  rules 
and  orders  of  government,  in  giving  money  for  it. 

However  you  may  be  blamed  for  this  extraordinary  con- 
duct at  this  time,  I  hope  the  necessity  of  the  service,  and 
your  obstinacy,  will  excuse  me. 

I  come  now  to  a  paragraph  in  your  address  (as  you  call 
it)  of  the  14th  of  last  month,  which  is  highly  injurious  to 
the  form  of  government  established  in  this  Province,  to  the 
King  and  his  ministry,  and  to  all  his  Majesty's  Governors 
in  the  plantations;  the  purport  of  which  is  to  make  the 
people  believe  that  a  sort  of  beggars  are  sent  over  Gov- 
ernors of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  with  a  view  that  they  may 
enrich  themselves,  and  that  the  powers  and  instructions 
given  by  the  King  to  his  Governors  are  calculated  to  that 
purpose;  and  that  this  is  the  reason  why  you  refuse  to 
yield  obedience  to  them;  can  anything  appear  more  dar- 
ingly nndutiful,  or  be  more  injurious  than  this  insinuation! 

I  shall  answer  it  by  considering  what  facts  have  hap- 
pened in  this  Province  to  support  so  heavy  a  charge.  If  I 
had  drawn  any  the  least  sum  of  money  oat  of  the  treasury 
for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which  it  was  granted, 
no  doubt  it  would  have  been  exposed  in  the  most  glaring 
light;  and  as  nothing  of  this  kind  is  alleged,  I  stand  inno- 
cent; I  have  likewise,  carefully  examined  the  minutes  of 
Council  and  Assembly  on  this  head  for  thirty  years  past, 
and  I  cannot  find  that  any  Governor  has  at  any  time  been 
charged  with  having  drawn  any  public  money  for  his  own 
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use,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  other  than  what  the 
grantors  designed  he  should  draw  for  that  purpose;  and  I 
am  persuaded  no  instance  can  be  given,  I  offered  my  con- 
sent to  any  clause  in  the  money  bUl,  which  has  no  other 
tendency  than  to  prevent  misapplication  of  the  money 
granted;  surely  then  this  egregious  slander  on  his  Maj- 
esty's government  and  Governors,  must  be  for  some  other 
purposes  than  preventing  of  embezzlement  of  the  public 
money,  and  it  must  be  for  some  other  purpose  that  you 
treat  the  person  of  your  present  Governor  with  the  in- 
solence you  do;  such  as  can  no  where  be  paralleled,  but 
where  there  was  a  formed  design  to  overturn  the  govern- 
ment. 

You  have  refused  to  grant  money  for  the  necessary 
services  pursuant  to  the  powers  of  his  Majesty's  commis- 
sion, by  which  only  you  are  impowered  to  sit  and  act  as  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Province.  You  must  then  think, 
that  you  can  levy  money  on  his  Majesty's  subjects  by  some 
other  authority,  different  from  that  which  the  King  has 
g^ven. 

You  claim  the  sole  power  of  issuing  the  public  money, 
which  is  in  effect  taking  the  executive  powers  of  govern- 
ment into  your  own  hands. 

You  appropriate  the  salaries,  not  to  the  office,  but  to  the 
officer  by  name,  with  a  view  to  deprive  his  Majesty  of  his 
right  to  the  nomination  of  offices. 

You  have  in  a  manner,  for  which  I  am  persuaded  no 
precedent  can  be  given,  put  a  stop  to  all  public  business, 
and  any  intercourse  between  his  Majesty's  Governor  and 
Assembly.  Matters  are  now  brought  to  an  issue,  and  must 
be  left  to  the  judgment  of  our  superiors. 

Gentlemen. —  I  believe,  that  you  yourselves,  and  all 
without  doors,  who  are  acquainted  with  your  public  pro- 
ceedings, expect  a  dissolution  of  the  present  Assembly, 
but  as  the  matters  in  dispute  are  now  brought  to  an  issue. 
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and  by  a  dissolution  it  may  be  said,  that  I  disable  you 
from  making  a  proper  defence,  if  you  should  after  this  be 
called  to  answer  for  what  has  been  done,  I  am  unwilling  to 
be  thought  to  take  any  such  advantage,  but  as  you  have 
already  continued  twelve  days  (since  your  resolution  to  go 
on  no  business)  without  entering  upon  any,  and  your 
constituents  are  thereby  put  to  an  useless  expense,  a  pro- 
rogation is  become  necessary,  and  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
of  this  Province  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  the  twelfth 
day  of  September  next,  then  to  meet  here. 

a  CLINTON."  . 

August  4.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  12th 
day  of  September,  but  this  Assembly  did  not  meet  again. 
After  several  prorogations,  it  was  dissolved  on  the  2lBt  of 
July,  1750.    No  laws  were  passed  at  this  session. 


1760.    SXPIEHBER.    TWSNIT-8IXTH  ASSEMBLY,  FIBST  SXSSIOH. 

GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  new  Assembly  met  the  4th  of  September,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gentlemen  op  the  Council,  and  General  Assembly. — 
One  great  inducement  for  my  calling  you  together  at  this 
time  is  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  making  a  proper  and 
seasonable  provision  for  that  important  garrison  at 
Oswego,  which  has  been  supported  by  advance  on  the  pub- 
lic credit;  but  as  none  are  willing  to  advance  longer  on 
that  credit,  it  becomes  necessary  that  this  expense  be  imme- 
diately provided  for,  not  only  to  pay  what  is  already  due 
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to  the  person  who  has  supplied  that  garrison  for  some  time 
past,  but  likewise  for  its  future  support.  The  mischiefs 
which  must  happen  by  withdrawing  that  garrison  are  too 
obvious  to  need  mentioning,  and  unless  ihe  necessary  sup- 
plies be  granted,  they  cannot  be  avoided.* 

The  present  state  and  the  security  of  the  frontiers  for 
the  future  likewise  deserve  yonr  serious  attention.  This 
can  be  done  properly  in  time  of  peace  only.  It  is  too  late 
to  think  of  it  when  we  are  threatened  with  or  in  actual 
war;  it  may  then  become  impracticable.  The  necessary 
expense  becomes  bo  heavy  on  the  people  in  time  of  war, 
that  it  ought  (as  much  as  possible)  to  be  lessened  by  a 
previous  care  in  what  is  in  your  power  to  do  in  time  of 
peace. 

It  has  (I  am  informed)  been  usual  for  the  Governors  of 
this  Province  to  meet  the  Indian  nations  depending  on  this 
government  after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  As  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  necessary  expense  attending 
this  service,  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  perform  it.  I 
am  afraid  this  may  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  at  this  time  when  the  French  of  Canada  (according 
to  the  informations  I  have  received)  are  inaefatigaWe  in 
infusing  prejudices  into  them  to  our  disadvantage.  I  am 
likewise  informed  that  the  French  have  incited  several  of 
the  Indian  nations  depending  on  and  in  alliance  with  the 
English  colonies  to  make  war  on  each  other.  This  requires 
a  speedy  remedy,  as  these  Intrignea  of  the  French  are  not 
only  destructive  of  the  extensive  and  beneficial  commerce 
the  English  have  with  numerous  Indian  nations,  but  may 
likewise  render  the  safety  of  the  colonies  precarious  here- 
after. I  cannot  doubt  of  your  using  all  the  means  in  your 
power  for  preserving  and  enlar^ng  the  British  commerce 

1  AppropriattoDB  for  Oawego  were  made  by  two  acta  paased  November  24th; 
one,  chap.  8B5,  continuing  former  acta,  and  the  otber,  chap.  BOO,  providing  for 
the  debts  of  the  colony,  the  latter  of  which  related  chiefl]>  to  advancea  made  b; 
Col.  William  JohiuoD. 
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among  the  Indians  and  for  secnring  their  fidelity;  and  that 
you  will  enable  me  to  pnrsne  the  measores  necessary  for 
that  end.' 

The  government  of  this  Province  has  been  now  two  years 
without  any  8i:^>port.  This  not  only  requires  yonr  care  in 
regard  to  what  is  due  to  the  officers  of  government  for  their 
past  services  and  the  contingent  charges  which  have 
already  occnrred,  bnt  likewise  for  the  fntare  support  of 
the  government.'  In  doing  this,  no  better  role  can  be 
followed  than  that  which  is  given  in  the  commission  to  the 
Governors  of  this  Province  (which  is  the  foundation  of 
the  legislative  authority  in  it),  and  the  royal  instmctions 
which  accompany  those  commissions,  copies  of  which,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  support  of  government  and  the  manner 
of  raising  and  issuing  of  the  public  money,  are  on  your 
registers.  On  this  occasion  I  must  remark  that  the  com- 
mission and  instructions  on  these  matters  have  remained 
the  same  ever  since  the  happy  Revolution.  They  were 
formed  by  the  great  ministers  who  distinguished  them> 
selves  at  that  time  by  their  knowledge  of  and  zeal  for  the 
English  constitution  and  liberty  of  the  people;  they  have 
been  revived  from  time  to  time,  and  confirmed  by  the  judg- 
ment of  Bueeeeding  ministers  who  have  no  less  dis- 
iingnished  themselves  by  their  strictly  adhering  to  the 
constitution,  and  by  their  love  of  the  country.  They  there- 
fore, as  well  as  the  authority  with  whidi  they  are  enforced, 
deserve  your  strictest  regard. 

I  hope  I  need  not  with  many  words  recommend  the 
observance  of  that  instruction  which  forbids  matters  of  a 


3  Tbe  act  pMM<)  NoTember  24th,  for  ralariea  and  Benricee,  chap.  901,  appro- 
priated eight  hondrad  pounds  to  be  uaed  hj  the  Oovemor  in  making  pretenta 
to  the  Indiam  after  April  1,  I7SI,  and  alM  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for 
faia  expenKB  in  going  to  Albany  and  renewing  a  treaty  with  the  Indiani. 

3  An  act  for  the  support  of  goTemmeut,  chap.  87S,  reriving  and  eontiouii^ 
former  actn,  waa  passed  September  llth,  to  be  in  force  from  the  date  of  its 
pablieation  to  January  1,  17S1. 
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different  nature  to  be  included  in  the  same  bill.  This  is 
done  not  only  to  preserve  the  freedom  of  judgment  in  the 
several  branches  of  the  Legislature  from  any  constraint, 
but  likewise  to  preserve  the  King's  right  in  confirming  or 
repealing  the  laws  passed  in  this  Province,  and  which  must 
seem  to  be  designedly  invaded  when  matters  necessary  for 
his  service  are  tacked  to  others  which  he  may  think  preju- 
dicial. On  this  head  I  must  observe  that  it  is  not  usual  in 
Parliament  to  make  provision  for  any  services  whic^  have 
not  been  previously  recommended,  and  that  the  mixing 
services  which  have  been  thus  allowed  with  those  that  are 
not,  may  be  thought  an  attempt  to  bar  the  right  which  the 
King  has  of  judging  of  the  merits  of  his  servants  and 
their  services. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly. — I  must  demand  of  you 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  services  whidi  I  have  reccflu- 
mended  to  your  consideration,  and  particularly  to  make 
provision  for  the  garrison  of  Oswego,  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment, and  the  payment  of  the  public  debts,  which  have 
for  some  time  been  so  justly  doe,  particularly  Colonel 
Johnson's,  who  so  generously  advanced  for  the  public 
service,  accounts  of  which  shall  be  laid  before  you.'  You 
have  now  a  fair  opportunity  of  demonstrating  your  loyalty 
to  your  King,  and  your  attachment  to  the  interest  and  wel- 
fare of  your  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  CouNcrL  and  Assembly. — I  choose  to 
show  my  inclinations  to  do  everything  in  my  power  for  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  by 
my  actions  rather  than  by  words,  by  a  cheerful  concur- 
rence with  you  in  everything  that  may  be  for  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  good  of  his  people.  I  earnestly  recommend 
to  you  to  think  of  what  means  may  best  encourage  the 
agriculture  and  trade  of  the  Province,  or  such  manufac- 
tures as  may  be  the  most  useful  to  your  mother  country. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Geobgb  Clinton,  1750.  507 

Yon  may  learn  from  the  act  for  the  enconragement  of  the 
importation  of  iron  into  Great  Britain  from  the  colonies 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  and  from  the  act 
for  the  encouraging  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  the  manufac- 
turing of  indigo,  that  yon  may  expect  all  proper  encourage- 
ment for  such  purposes.* 

G.  CLINTON. 
Fort  George  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
September  4tfa,  1750. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  6.  Thanking  the  Council  and  the  Assembly 
for  their  addresses. 

September  7.  Transmitting  various  accounts  for  serv- 
ices rendered  to  the  colony, 

September  12.  Transmitting,  in  response  to  the  Assem- 
bly's request,  a  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  sent 
from  Canada  to  treat  touching  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
in  September,  1748,  and  February,  1749,  and  also  claims 
for  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  visit  of  sudi  com- 
missioners;"  also  transmitting  a  petition  presented  by 
Peter  de  Jonconrt  requesting  compensation  for  services  in 
translating  several  public  documents.' 

Septfflnber  17.  The  Assembly  on  the  14th  having  re- 
quested the  Governor  to  give  direotions  for  the  reprinting 
and  more  effectual  execution  of  the  act  "  to  prevent  the 
further  importation  of  copper  money  into  this  colony  " 
passed  December  16,  1737,  he  replied  that,  acting  on  the 

*  An  ftct  paaaed  NoTember  24th,  ch&p.  682,  continued  an  act  for  the  enconr- 
•gBment  of  whaling  paaied  in  1708. 

a  Severkl  appropristions  for  the  entertainment  of  French  commiuioncra  and 
the  subsistence  of  prisoners  were  made  by  the  net  for  the  payment  of  colonial 
debta,  chap.  000,  passed  November  24th. 

*Pa7m«nt  of  the  claim  of  Peter  de  Jonconrt  was  provided  for  hy  the  aet, 
chap.  900,  for  the  payment  of  debts  of  the  colony,  passed  November  24th. 
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advioe  of  the  Council,  he  had  ordered  the  law  to  be  re- 
printed, and  had  given  direotions  for  its  proper  execution. 

September  20.  Transmitting  an  aoconnt  of  Col.  William 
Johnson  for  supplies  famished  to  French  prisoners  be- 
tween February  20, 1749,  and  June  30,  1750.    (See  note  5.) 

September  25.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  mes- 
sage to  the  Ass^nhly : 

*'  I  have  received  by  the  last  post  a  letter  from  Governor 
Hamilton,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  cc^ies  of  some 
papers  enclosed  in  said  letter,  I  now  send  to  you,  with  an 
extract  from  a  letter  to  me  from  Col.  Johnson ;  from  all  of 
thran,  you  will  perceive  how  necessary  it  is  for  you  to 
enable  me  without  delay,  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  the  Indian 
nations  in  alliance  with  the  British  Colonies,  and  to  remove 
the  jealousies  which  have  been  artfully  infused  into  their 
minds  by  the  French  of  Canada,  by  granting  tiie  supplies 
necessary  for  these  purposes.  I  must  therefore,  earnestly 
recommend  to  you,  to  take  this  matter  into  your  serious 
deliberation,  that  the  mischiefs  which  threatens  all  the 
colonies  in  North  America  may  be  prevented  before  it  be- 
come too  late.     (See  note  2.) 

You  will  perceive  from  Mr.  Hamilton's  letter,  that  the 
government  of  Pennsylvania  expects  that  we  will  join  in 
bearing  part  of  the  expense  of  securing  the  fidelity  of  the 
Indians  on  Ohio  Eiver. 

I  cannot  give  any  proper  answer  to  his  letter,  till  I  know 
your  resolution,  whether  you  will  contribute  to  that  ex- 
pense. 

G.  CLINTON." 

At  the  same  time  the  Governor  transmitted  a  copy  of 
Governor  Hamilton's  letter,  and  an  extract  of  Col.  William 
Johnson's  letter,  with  the  other  papers. 

To  this  message,  the  Assembly  on  the  27th  replied  as 
foUowB : 

"  We  his  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  have  with 
all  due  attention  considered  your  Excellency's  message  of 
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the  25th  instant,  the  copy  of  Governor  Hamilton's  letter 
of  the  20th  instant,  the  extract  of  Col.  Johnson's  letter  of 
the  18th  of  August  last,  and  the  other  papers  herewith 
communicated  to  us,  touching  the  present  state  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  people  of  this  Colony,  have  in  all  times  past, 
exerted  their  ntmost  efforts  at  a  very  great  annnal  expense, 
to  secure  and  retain  the  Indian  nations  in  the  British  in- 
terest, and  are  still  willing  to  contribate  according  to  their 
abilities,  towards  preserving  the  Five  Nations  (on  whom 
many  other  great  and  numerous  Nations  depend)  in  their 
attachment  to  bis  Majesty.  But  humbly  b^  leave  to 
observe  to  yonr  Excellency,  that  we  have  been  put  to  an 
almost  insupportable  expense  not  unknown  to  your  Ex- 
cellency during  the  late  war,  to  secure  our  frontiers  against 
the  incursions  of  the  common  enemy,  to  which  by  our  situa- 
tion we  were  continually  exposed;  by  this  means,  sir,  all 
our  public  funds  are  exhausted,  and  a  debt  of  many  thou- 
sand pounds  incurred,  which  remains  still  unpaid;  in  these 
circumstances  your  Excellency  must  be  sensible,  that  we 
are  at  present  in  no  condition  to  ccwnply  with  Governor 
Hamilton's  proposals;  and  must  further  beg  leave  to 
observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  as  in  the  late  war,  we  in 
defending  our  own  frontiers,  which  lie  between  the  enemy 
and  our  neighboring  colonies  to  the  Westward,  did  in  a 
great  measnre,  without  any  contribution  of  assistance  from 
them,  secure  their  inhabitants  from  all  that  desolation, 
blood,  rapine  and  captivity,  to  which  numbers  of  poor 
people  of  this  Colony  were  then  exposed;  so  we  conceive  it 
just  and  reasonable,  that  they  should  now,  at  their  own 
expraise,  secure  the  fidelity  of  those  Indian  Nations,  who  are 
seated  much  nearer  to  them  than  to  us,  a  work  of  far  less 
difllculty,  expense  and  hazard,  than  what  we  by  our  situa- 
tion ever  have,  and  ever  must,  whilst  the  French  are  mas- 
ters of  Canada,  continue  to  be  exposed  to;  and  this  we  beg 
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your  Excellency  will  be  pleaBed  to  represent  to  GoTemor 
Hamilton,  and  the  other  Governors  of  his  Majesty's  col- 
onies to  the  Westward. 

From  the  intelligence  Col.  Johnson  gives  your  Ilxcel- 
leney,  in  his  letter  of  the  18th  of  August  last,  it  appears 
to  OS  necessary  that  your  Excellency  sbonld  without  delay 
meet  our  Five  Nations  of  Indians,  in  order  to  dispel  and 
remove  aU  the  jealousies  which  the  French  emissaries  have 
artfully  infused  into  them,  to  tiie  prejudice  of  his  Majesty's 
interest  among  them,  and  if  possible  to  prevent  any  defec- 
tion among  those  nations ;  and  if  your  Excellency  is  of  the 
same  opinion,  we  will  immediately  enable  you  to  make  them 
a  suitable  present  on  this  occasion,  and  will  make  the  usual 
provision  for  the  expense  of  your  Eseellency's  voyage  to 
Albany."    (See  note  2.) 

September  28.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly  in  response  to  the  foregoing  address : 

"I  shall  by  the  first  opportunity  acquaint  Governor 
Hamilton  and  the  rest  of  the  governments  to  the  westward, 
with  your  sentiments  of  the  Indian  affairs;  I  must  allow 
that  his  Majesty,  as  well  as  this  government,  have  been  at 
a  very  considerable  expense  in  securing  the  fidelity  of  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians  in  the  British  interest;  and  I  shall 
be  still  always  ready  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  pre- 
serve their  friendship,  whenever  you  will  enable  me  in  a 
proper  manner  to  perform  that  service.  (See  note  2.) 
GEO.  CLINTON." 

September  28.  Presenting  accounts  of  Arent  Stephens 
and  John  Fisher  for  their  services  in  going  to  Canada  with 
a  flag  of  truce  by  the  Governor's  order,  in  February,  1749;^ 
also  accounts  of  Isaac  Van  Dam  and  William  Peters  for 
the  entertainment  of  French  cMnmissioners.    (See  note  5.) 

1  The  claiDU  of  Arent  Stspbens  and  John  Fisher  were  provided  for  bj  the 
act,  chap.  900,  for  the  paTinent  of  debts  of  the  colonj,  paaaed  November  Z4tli. 
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October  5.  Trausmitting  a  letter  and  papers  received 
from  Coi.  William  Johnson. 

October  16.  The  Qovemor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly: 

"  His  Majesty's  Council  for  this  Province  have  advised 
me  to  send  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  G-overuor  Ham- 
ilton, that  thereby,  and  by  the  papers  which  were  lately 
communicated  to  you,  you  may  see  the  necessity  of  enabling 
me  to  do  what  at  this  time  can  be  done  for  securing  the 
fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations ;  and  particularly  to  send  smiths, 
as  nsual,  and  other  proper  persons  with  sufficient  presents 
to  guard  against  the  artifices  of  the  French,  and  to  assure 
them  of  my  design  to  meet  them  as  soon  as  the  season  of 
the  year  will  permit;  the  Council  being  of  opinion  that  it 
is  impracticable  for  me  to  meet  the  Six  Nations  at  this 
time.       (See  note  2.) 

GEO.  CLINTON." 

October  19.  Becommending  measures  for  repairs  to 
garrisons  and  the  completion  of  the  house  and  stables  be- 
longing to  the  fort." 

October  25.  Presenting  an  account  of  Joseph  Bruning 
for  medical  service  to  Frendi  prisoners,  and  also  an  ac- 
count of  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  for  work  done  in  Fort 
George.* 

November  5.  Transmitting  several  papers  received 
from  Governor  Hamilton  of  Pemisylvania  relating  to  In- 
dian affairs. 

November  24.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  fhe;fir8t 
Tuesday  in  April,  1751. 

B  Chap.  MO,  for  the  pMyment  of  the  debts  of  the  colony,  passed  Norember 
Z4th,  nude  appropriations  for  gttrrisoDS  and  for  completing  the  Gorernor's 
bouse  and  stable. 

>Tbe  claims  of  Joseph  Bruning  and  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  were  provided  for 
hj  an  appropriation  made  by  the  act,  chap.  900,  for  the  payment  of  the  debts 
of  the  colony,  passed  Norember  24th. 
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1761.  mat.  twbhty-sizih  assembly,  second  sessioh. 

GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  for  the  transaction  of  business  on  the 
30th,  and  the  same  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  of  the  CouNcm  and  General  Assemm^t. — 
It  is  with  the  greatest  concern  that  I  am  to  acqaaint  you 
with  the  death  of  his  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
The  grief  upon  this  melancholy  occasion  is  great  and  gen- 
eral ;  it  is  however  a  great  comfort  to  his  Majesty's  faithful 
servants  to  hear  that  his  health  is  entirely  re-established, 
and  that  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  royal  family,  are  as  well  as  can  be  ex- 
pected in  the  present  (nrcumstances. 

I  most  heartily  condole  with  you  upon  this  unfortunate 
occasion.' 

The  securing  the  fidelity  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indiana 
to  the  British  interest  is  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
safety  and  prosperity  of  this  Province  that  every  step 
should  be  taken  that  will  contribute  to  that  end. 

As  I  am  to  meet  the  Indians  at  Albany  the  latter  end  of 
next  month,  I  thought  it  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  call 
you  together  before  I  went  that  you  might  enable  me  in 
the  most  effectual  manner  to  secure  and  preserve  their 
fidelity. 

I  imagine  you  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  methods  the 
French  take  to  bring  those  Nations  over  to  their  interest, 
and  we  on  our  parts  should  pursue  every  method  to  counter- 
act them. 

1  On  the  0th  of  June  the  Governor,  Council  luid  Aosemblj  joined  in  an  addreM 
of  condolence  to  the  King  on  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Walea. 
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The  fiteps  I  have  taken  with  the  neighboring  Governors 
for  that  purpose  will  appear  by  the  papers  which  I  shall 
order  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Genti^mek  of  the  Geneiul  Asbehblt. —  There  is  no 
provision  made  (as  has  usually  been  done)  for  the  contin- 
gent charges  which  daily  occur  in  taking  care  of  the  Indian 
affairs ;  I  most  therefore  recommend  to  yon  to  make  pro- 
vision for  this  service. 

The  sum  granted  the  last  session  for  presents  to  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  I  do  not  think  sufficient  at  this  time  to 
answer  the  ends  you  propose;  therefore  it  becomes  yon, 
Gentlemen,  that  will  soonest  feel  the  effects  of  their  going 
over  to  the  French,  to  act  properly  upon  this  occasion. 

Yon  see,  Gentlemen,  with  what  earnestness  I  press  this 
subject  upon  you,  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  desired  effect  of  it;  I  think  it  of  such  visible 
advantage,  and  so  necessary  to  the  common  good  and  safety 
of  your  country,  that  I  should  have  justly  blamed  myself 
if  I  had  not  pressed  it  at  this  time. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Genebal  Asbbmblt. — 
The  time  of  meeting  the  Indians  requires  all  possible  dis- 
patch  in  coming  to  such  resolutions  as  you  shall  think 
proper  on  the  matters  I  have  recommended  to  your  cwn< 
sideration. 

G.  CLINTON. 

Fort  Q«orge  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
30th  of  May,  1751. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
June  1.    The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to  the 
Assembly : 

"  I  have  received  information  that  the  Mohawk  Indians 
are  exceedingly  displeased  that  by  the  third  clause  of  .an 
act  passed  last  session  (entitled  An  Act  to  continue  the  two 
acts  therein  mentioned,  for  supporting  the  garrison  and 
trading  house  at  Oswego)  all  goods  sold  to  th^n  are  sub- 
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jected  to  the  same  duty  with  Indian  goods  sold  at  Obw^o; 
whereby  they  cannot  bay  goods  at  the  same  rate  which  their 
neighbors  the  Chrifitians  (with  whom  they  are  intermixed 
in  their  habitations)  buy  them.  This  I  apprehend  may  be 
of  prejudice  to  me,  in  the  treaty  I  design  soon  to  have  with 
the  Six  Nations;  I  must,  therefore,  recommend  it  to  your 
consideration  to  give  a  proper  remedy. 

GEO.  CLINTON." 

Other  papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs  were  delivered, 
with  the  message. 

The  AsB^nbly,  speaking  through  a  resolution  adopted 
the  same  day,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  paragraph  re- 
ferred to  by  the  Governor  did  not  impose  any  new  duties, 
nor  change  existing  conditions,  ' '  but  subjects  such  goode, 
as  are  made  dutiable  by  the  said  acts,  if  sold  within  the 
limits  therein  mentioned,  to  any  other  persons  than  in- 
habitants of  the  County  of  Albany,  for  their  own  family's 
use,  to  the  same  duties  as  if  sold  to  Indians." 

June  1.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

June  5.  Relying  to  the  Assembly's  address,  the  Gov- 
ernor said: 

"  I  thank  you  for  this  address,  and  for  the  satisfaction 
you  express  in  the  steps  I  have  taken  in  order  to  join  all 
his  Majesty's  government  in  the  intended  treaty  at  Albany. 
I  gave  you  all  the  light  in  my  power  to  show  the  necessiW 
of  your  adding  to  the  allowance  made  for  this  service  at  a 
time  when  the  French  are  indefatigable  with  a  great  ex- 
pense to  our  prejudice;  I  have  too  many  reasons  to  fear 
that  the  sum  you  have  granted  is  not  sufficient;  however, 
particular  care  shall  be  taken  in  the  disposal  of  it  most 
effectually  for  preserving  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  good  of  this  Province. 

GEO.  CLINTON." 

June  6.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  6th  of 
August    No  acts  were  passed  at  this  session. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


1751.    OCTOBEK.    TWBITTT-SIZTH  ASSBUBLT,  THIRD  SESSIOir. 

GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  Assembly,  after  several  prorogations,  resumed  busi- 
ness on  the  8th  of  October,  at  which  time  the  Qovemor  de- 
livered the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH: 

Qbnti-bmen  of  the  Council  *nd  Abbemblt. — I  have 
delayed  calling  you  together  till  this  time  that  it  might  be 
more  convenient  for  yoorselves.  You  know  it  is  now  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment in  this  Province.  ^  I  must  at  the  same  time  earnestly 
recommend  the  payment  of  the  debts  still  due  for  past  ser- 
vices which  remain  unpaid.  This  is  necessary,  not  only  in 
justice  to  the  creditors,  but  for  preseiTang  the  public  credit 
for  the  future. 

The  present  state  of  the  Indian  affairs  deserves  your 
most  serious  attention.  The  Prendi  are  more  than  com- 
monly assiduous  in  withdrawing  the  affection  of  the  In- 
dians from  us  and  in  obstmctiDg  the  British  trade  every- 
where among  them,  for  which  purposes  they  are  at  a  very 
great  expense. 

There  being  no  supplies  granted,  as  was  formerly  usual, 
for  employing  proper  persons  in  the  care  of  Indian  affairs. 
Col.  Johnson  (who  for  some  years  past  has  been  so  snccess- 
fnl  in  that  service)  has  advanced  a  very  considerable  sum 
on  the  credit  of  the  government;  bnt  he  has  since  declared 
that  he  cannot  continue  in  this  service,  which  is  attended 

1  The  act  for  the  support  of  goTBinniMit,  eluptcr  D18,  pMwd  Norun- 
ber  2Sth,  was  to  be  in  foroe  for  "on«  whale  TMr"  from  the  lit  of  Januarj, 
1TS2.  It  revived  uid  continued  earlier  acts  on  the  lame  subject,  and  wae 
appareatly  liit«iided  to  cover  the  year  I7&1,  for  which  no  provlsioa  had  been 
expieaaly  made  by  previous  appropriation  acts. 
[BIS] 
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with  considerable  daily  expense,  as  well  as  personal 
fati^e,  unless  proper  allowances  be  made  to  enable  him 
to  perform  it. 

From  the  informations  which  I  have  received,  and  which 
shall  be  communicated  to  you,  it  will  appear  necessary  not 
only  to  provide  for  the  usual  annual  expense  which  attends 
the  management  of  Indian  affairs  and  of  sending  smiths 
to  reside  among  them,  but  likewise  of  sending  proper  per- 
sons to  the  more  distant  nations  to  prevent  the  designs  of 
the  French,  and  removing  any  bad  impressions  they  may 
have  made  upon  them. 

The  preserving  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians  is  evidently  of 
such  consequence  to  the  future  security  and  prosperity  of 
this  Province  that  I  need  not  add  anything  more  to  draw 
your  attention  on  this  head. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. — I  must  recom- 
mend to  you  to  give  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  services 
I  have  mentioned,  and  for  the  contingent  expense  that  must 
at  all  times  unavoidably  attend  the  administration  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  in  doing  this  you  will  have  that  regard 
which  is  due  to  the  directions  in  his  Majesty's  commission 
and  instructions  to  me.' 

Accounts  of  the  public  debts  shall  in  a  proper  time  be 
laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  CouNcm  and  Assembly. — It  will  give 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  join  with  you  in  everything  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  under  my  care,  and  you  may  depend 
on  my  hearty  concurrence  with  you  in  any  measures  for 
advancing  the  prosperity  of  this  Province. 

G.  CLINTON. 

Fort  Geoi^  in  New  York, 
8th  October,  1751. 


I,  chapter  920,  i 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

October  10.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

October  14.  The  Governor,  replying  to  the  Assanbly's 
address  presented  on  the  11th,  said  in  part : 

"  The  effects  of  the  meeting  I  had  with  the  Indians  last 
snnimer  at  Albany,  and  the  prraents  I  then  gave  them,  were 
evident;  bnt  unless  the  expense  of  a  daily  care  of  the  In- 
dian affairs  be  provided  for,  the  good  impressions  tiien 
made  on  them  will  soon  be  effaced  by  the  continued  and  in- 
defatigable endeavors  of  the  French  emissaries  among 
them,  made  at  a  very  great  and  unusual  expense,  which 
will  appear  to  you  by  some  of  the  papers  that  I  told  yon 
I  intend  to  communicate  to  you  for  your  better  information. 

It  is  prudent  in  time  of  peace  to  provide  against  the  con- 
tingencies which  may  happen  in  case  of  war;  more  espe- 
ciallT  when  we  see  our  neighbors  the  French  so  diligently 
providing  for  such  an  emergency. 

Gentlemen. — I  can  have  no  view  in  urging  so  strongly  tiie 
consideration  of  the  lodian  Affairs,  but  the  safety  and 
prosperity  of  the  people  you  represent;  and  I  shall  be  very 
sorry  to  have  no  other  satisfaction  in  my  endeavors,  but 
that  which  will  arise  from  my  own  breast,  in  having  done 
all  that  is  in  my  power. 

To  remove  any  jealousies  which  may  be  entertained  as  to 
the  disposition  of  the  thousand  pounds  that  you  granted 
for  presents  to  the  Indians,  I  sliall  order  an  account  to  be 
laid  before  you." 

October  15.  Presenting  accounts  showing  the  distribu- 
tion of  one  thousand  pounds  appropriated  for  presents  to 
tiie  ]Jidian8. 

October  16.  Becommending  the  consideration  of  a 
memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Kennedy  for  money  advanced 
for  the  use  of  the  colony. 

October  17.    Presenting  Col.  William  Johnson's  account 
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for  services  and  expenses  in  connection  with  the  ceesation 
of  hostilities  at  the  close  of  the  recent  war,  and  also  trans- 
mitting other  accounts. 

October  18.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by  Dr. 
Richard  Shuckbnrgh  for  medical  services  to  Indians  and 
others.' 

October  21.  Transmitting  information  relative  to  In- 
dian aflFairs,  also  a  petition   by  traders  at  Oswe^. 

Octo'oer  25.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  gar- 
rison at  Oswego. 

October  29.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  John 
Mills  at  Oswego  relative  to  Indian  affairs. 

November  16.  Transmitting  an  accoant  presented  by 
David  Vanderhyden  for  his  services  in  going  to  Canada 
by  order  of  the  Governor  and  Council  in  1749. 

November  21.  The  Assembly  presented  an  address  to 
the  Governor,  in  which  doubt  was  expressed  whether  the 
money  appropriated  for  Indian  presents  had  been  properly 
applied,  suggesting  that  further  appropriations  would  not 
be  made  until  the  Assembly  received  assurances  that  the 
matter  would  be  placed  upon  a  proper  foundation,  and  that 
provision  would  be  made  for  the  trading  house  at  Oswego 
as  soon  as  estimates  of  the  probable  expense  should  be 
received.  The  Governor  replied  by  saying  that  he  would 
submit  the  address  to  the  Conncil  for  its  advice. 

November  23.  The  Council  replied  to  the  Governor's 
request  by  an  address,  explaining  with  some  detail  the  ap- 
propriation and  expenditure  of  money  connected -.with  In- 
dian affairs,  remarking  that  it  was  "usual  on  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  peace,  for  the  Governor  of  this  Province  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  Six  Nations,  to  take  ont  of  their 
hands  the  hatchet  which  he  had  delivered  to  them  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  and  thank  them  for  tbeir  assistance, 

3  The  claim  of  Dr.  Richard  Shiwkburgh  yfa%  provided  for  in  an  act  makiDg 
general  appropriations,  chapter  036,  passed  Jul;  4,  17G3. 
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and  to  make  them  presents  on  that  occasion,"  bnt  that  this 
service  was  not  performed  at  the  close  of  the  late  war  be- 
caose  an  appropriation  had  not  been  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  address  observes  that  Col.  Johnson  had  man- 
aged Indian  affairs  with  "  great  prudence  and  saoeess  '* 
and  had  advanced  large  snme  in  the  course  of  his  adminis- 
tration which  had  not  yet  been  repaid.  As  to  the  Oswego 
matter,  the  Council  thought  sufBcient  information  had  al- 
ready been  presented  to  the  Legislature  to  enable  it  to  make 
the  needed  appropriations. 

The  Governor  thanked  the  Council  for  the  address,  but 
did  not  present  the  subject  to  the  Assembly. 

November  23.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly : 

'*  Col.  Johnson,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war,  pre- 
vailed on  the  Indians  not  to  go  to  Canada  to  exchange  their 
prisoners,  as  had  been  usual  in  former  times,  but  to  give 
up  their  prisoners  to  me,  to  be  delivered  at  the  general 
exchange  of  prisoners  on  both  sides,  and  to  trust  to  their 
being  taken  care  of,  as  subjects  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  French  have  been  indefatigable  to  defeat  a  resolu- 
tion of  such  consequence,  and  continue  their  endeavors  for 
that  purpose,  as  will  appear  by  the  copy  rf  the  letter  from 
the  interpreter  which  I  now  send  you. 

GEO.  CLINTON." 

November  25.  After  publishing  the  acts  passed  at  this 
session,  the  Assembly  was  dissolved. 
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GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

This  Assembly  was  called  under  writs  of  election  re- 
turnable February  25,  1752,    but  it  did  not  meet  until  Oc- 
tober 24,  when  the  Qovemor  delivered  the  following 
OPENING  SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Genebal  Assehblt. — 
As  sundry  acts  which  greatly  concern  the  trade  and  welfare 
of  this  Province  will  by  their  own  limitation  expire  the  first 
day  of  Januaty  n^t,  I  have  appointed  this  meeting  with 
you  to  give  you  an  opportunity,  either  to  continue  those 
acts  or  provide  other  ways  in  the  place  of  them. 

The  state  of  the  Indian  affairs  and  of  the  frontier  forts 
and  fortifications  in  general,  require  your  most  serious 
consideration,  timely  provision  and  aid.  I  shall  by  the  dep- 
uty secretary  lay  before  you  the  informations  I  have  had 
concerning  them.^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. — The  season  of 
the  year  will  naturally  lead  you  to  make  provision  for  the 
support  of  his  Majesty's  government.* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Geneeal  Assembly. — 
I  assure  you  that  whatever  bills  you  shall  agree  on  for  the 
benefit  of  this  Province,  consistent  with  my  duty  to  pass, 
shall  most  readily  have  my  assent. 

G.  CLINTON. 

City  of  New  York,  24th  October,  1752. 


1  An  act  was  purcd  November  1 1th,  chap.  927,  continuing  acta  for  supporting 
tbe  trading-Iwuse  at  Oswego,  including  a  specific  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
pounds  for  repairs  to  the  trading-house. 

The  Assembly  adopted  reaolutionH  November  Otb.  expressing  their  intention 
to  consider  at  the  next  session  questions  relating  to  frontier  fortincation  and 
to  Indian  affairs. 

SThe  usual  annual  act  for  the  support  of  government,  chap.  922,  was  passed 
November  11th. 

[820] 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Oct.  24.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  frontier  forti- 
ficatione  and  to  Indian  affairs. 

October  27.  Thanking  the  Conncil  and  the  Assembly  for 
their  addresses. 

October  27.  Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  report  relating  to 
the  Seneca  Indiana. 

November  11.  The  Assembly  was  prorogaed  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  March,  1753. 

EDUCATION. 
Though  not  reaponaive  to  a  direct  recommendation  by  the  Governor,  it  Dm; 
be  noted  liere,  that  ttie  Asaewblj'  on  tlie  Sth  ot  November  adopted  a  resolution 
declaring  that  it  would  at  the  next  meeting  take  into  consideration  the  estab- 
lishing a  eemiiuiry  for  tlie  education  of  jouth  within  this  colony. 


1763.     HAT.    TWEHTT-5EVBNTH  ASSEHBLT,  SECOITD  SESSIOH. 


GEORGE  CLINTON,  Governor. 

The  assembly  convened  at  Jamaica  on  the  30th  of  May, 
and  the  same  day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH: 
Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  General  Assembly. — 
I  have  received  some  instructions  from  the  Lords  Justices 
with  a  letter  accompanying  the  same  from  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  Plantations,  recommending  the  considering  and 
revising  the  laws  of  this  Province,  and  in  lien  thereof  to 
frame  and  pass  a  complete  and  well  digested  body  of  new 
laws,  together  with  the  copy  of  an  act  passed  in  Virginia 
for  the  like  purpose,  recommended  as  a  plan  for  executing 
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what  is  proposed  by  the  said  instructions,  copies  of  which 
instructions,  letter  and  act  are  ready  and  will  be  laid  be- 
fore yoiL  This,  Gentlemen,  is  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance, and  may  if  duly  attended  to,  be  of  singular  use  and 
service  to  the  Province,  and  as  such  I  doubt  not  but  you 
will  readily  give  It  all  the  consideration  and  dispatch  which 
the  weight  and  nature  of  the  affair  may  require. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Gbkerai,  Assembly. — As  there  wae  a 
necessity  of  meeting  you  early,  I  have  (with  the  advice  of 
his  Majesty's  council)  appointed  this  place  as  being  the 
most  convenient,  secure  and  free  from  the  infection  of  the 
smallpox  of  any  we  could  judge  of,  for  although  the  city  is 
now  said  to  be  almost  free  from  that  distemper,  yet  to  have 
called  you.  Gentlemen,  at  this  season  to  that  place  might 
have  given  many  of  you  great  uneasiness  if  you  bad  fomid 
yourselves  exposed  to  any  degree  of  danger  from  the  re- 
maining infection. 

You  will  now,  Gentlemen,  have  an  opportunity  of  taking 
into  your  farther  consideration  the  state  of  Indian  affairs 
and  ruinous  condition  of  the  trading  house  at  Oswego, 
frontier  forts  and  fortifications  in  general,*  and  making 
proper  and  necessary  provisions  for  them  as  well  as  for 
settling  and  discharging  the  several  accounts  and  demands 
on  the  government  which  were  contracted  during  the  late 
war  on  the  public  faith,  and  for  the  service  and  honor  of 
the  Province,  and  particularly  by  Colonel  Johnson,  whose 
case,  with  the  rest,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  and  make 
no  question  but  you  will  do  therein  what  is  consistent  with 
honor  and  justice.* 

The  resolution  you  made  at  the  close  of  the  last  session 
for  establishing  a  seminary  for  the  education  of  youth 

1  Bj  lui  act  passed  July  4th,  chap.  B36.  making  general  appropriations,  pro- 
vision was  made  for  repairs  on  several  forts  and  fort  ideations. 

SThe  general  appropriation  art,  cliap.  !)30.  pas><pd  July  4th,  provided  for 
relmbnrsing  Col.  William  Johnson  for  his  advances. 
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within  this  colony  is  laudable  and  worthy  yonr  diligent 
proseoatitm  and  most  serious  attention.^ 

Q-BNILGHBH   OF  THE   CoUMCIL  AND   GbnEEAL   AsBBUBLY.^ 

Some  intmsions  have  lately  been  made  on  the  lands  of  his 
Majesty  and  bis  subjects  of  this  Provinoe,  whereof  sundry 
complaints  have  been  made  to  me;  copies  of  those  com- 
plaints and  of  what  I  have  done  thereon,  shall  be  laid  be< 
fore  yon,  being  weU  assured  you  will  use  you  best  endeav- 
ors for  the  preservation  of  bis  Majesty's  authority  and 
jurisdiction  to  the  extent  of  the  bounds  of  this  Province, 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  properties  of  his  Majesty  and 
his  subjects  within  it;  and  I  leave  it  to  you  to  consider 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  that  committees  of  both 
Houses  should  be  appointed  to  meet  and  concert  the  most 
proper  measures  to  be  taken  in  this  affair,  wherein  I  shall 
g^ve  my  best  assistance. 

While  I  continue  to  have  the  honor  of  representing  bis 
Majesty  as  governor  here,  I  shall  readily  and  heartily  join 
with  you  in  doing  everything  in  my  power  coDsistent  with 
my  duty,  that  may  promote  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  tbe 
good  people  of  this  Province. 

G.  CLINTON. 

Jamaica,  Queens  County,  30tb  May,  1753. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Hay  31.  Transmitting  several  letters  relating  to  Indian 
affairs. 

May  31.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

June  5.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

June  5.  Replying  to  the  Assembly's  request  for  infor- 
mation as  to  his  proposed  visit  to  the  Indian  Nations,  the 

S  An  act  pasted  Jul]'  4th,  chap.  932,  authorised  a  lottery  for  tbe  purpoM  of 
railing  one  thousand  one  hundred  t«ent]'-Rve  poundi  to  be  uied  in  eatabliahlng 
a  "college  for  tbe  adTancement  of  learning."  This  institution  became  King's 
(Jolte^,  afterwards  Columbia  College.  Actn  for  the  tame  purpose  wen  pasted 
in  1740,  1748,  and  at  a  subsequent  seMion  in  17S3. 
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Governor  recommended  additional  appropriationa  for  re- 
pairs at  Oswego,  and  said  be  intended  to  have  an  interview 
with  the  Indians  ae  Boon  as  circumstances  would  permit, 
or  else  send  commissioners  for  that  purpose. 

June  14,  Informing  the  Assembly  that  on  the  previous 
day  a  speech  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  principal  and 
three  other  sachems  with  several  chiefs  of  the  Mohawk 
nation,  which  speech  he  deemed  of  such  importance  that  a 
copy  of  it  was  presented  to  the  Assembly.  The  records  do 
not  contain  this  speedi. 

June  15.  Transmitting  accounts  and  other  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  northern  frontier. 

June  19.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  Mohawk 
Indians,  and  suggesting  that  a  conference  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions be  held  soon  to  consider  the  injustice  and  conduct  of 
the  Mohawks. 

June  22.  The  Assembly  presented  an  address  relative  to 
the  Mohawk  Indians,  expressing  great  anxiety  concerning 
the  critical  situation  of  Indian  affairs,  and  recranmending 
that  the  Governor  take  prompt  and  effective  measures  to 
settle  the  differences  which  seemed  to  forbode  trouble  for 
the  colony.  To  this  address  the  Governor  responded  as 
follows : 

"  I  thank  yon  for  this  address.  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint 
you  that  my  bad  state  of  health  at  present  will  not  permit 
me  to  go  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Sis  Nations  of  Indians,  as 
you  desire. 

I  join  with  you  in  opinion  that  the  state  of  Indian  affairs 
is  at  present  in  a  very  critical  situation,  and  think  it  re- 
quires the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly in  a  free  conference ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Council,  who  are  daily  expected  from  Albany, 
I  shall  recommend  it  to  the  Council  to  meet  you  in  such 
conference,  that  you  may  then  jointly  agree  upon  the  most 
fit  persons  of  weight  to  send  with  the  interpreter  to  invite 
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the  Six  Nations  to  meet  at  Albany  by  a  day  to  be  proposed ; 
and  on  proper  instructions  to  be  given  to  those  persons. 
Also,  upon  the  most  proper  persona  to  be  appointed  com- 
missioners to  supply  my  place  at  that  interview,  and  the 
powers  and  instructions  to  be  given  to  such  commissioners. 
And  that  you  may  then  also  agree  upon  the  method  of  in- 
quiry into  the  complaints  of  the  Mohawks,  and  of  giving 
them  redress;  in  which  as  well  as  in  every  other  measure 
that  shall  be  thought  necessary  in  this  important  affair,  I 
shall,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  my  duty,  most  readily 
concur  with  you.  And  at  this  conference  you  will  be  ac- 
quainted with  other  reasons  besides  the  ill  state  of  my 
health,  why  I  think  it  most  proper  that  commissioners 
should  supply  my  place  at  Albany,  at  the  intended  inter- 
view with  the  Indians. 

GEO.  CLINTON." 

June  28.  Transmitting  papers  setting  forth  controver- 
sies relating  to  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and 
New  Jersey.     (See  post  Special  Message,  April  24,  1754.) 

June  29.  The  Assembly  and  the  Council  held  a  confer- 
ence relative  to  Indian  affairs,  at  the  close  of  which  the 
Speaker  stated  that  he  had  been  informed  by  the  Governor 
that  he  was  in  "  daily  expectation  of  being  succeeded  in 
the  government,  and  therefore,  did  not  think  it  advisable 
in  such  a  juncture  to  go  to  Albany  to  meet  the  Indian 
nations."  The  Council  expressed  the  opinion  that  no  com- 
missioners who  might  be  appointed  would  have  the  same 
weight  with  the  Indians  as  the  Governor,  and  therefore 
suggested  that  the  interview  should  be  postponed  until  the 
arrival  of  the  new  Governor.  A  joint  committee  of  the 
two  Houses  met  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  matter, 
and  on  the  30th  recommended  an  appropriation  of  two 
hxmdred  and  fifty  pounds  for  presents  to  the  Indians,  and 
two  hundred  pounds  for  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
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proposed  interview,  and  also  that  Col.  William  Johnson  he 
appointed  to  represent  the  colony  in  the  nejfotlations.* 

June  30.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  would  com- 
municate with  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  relative  to  the 
boundary  dispute. 

July  3.  Informing  the  legislature  that  he  would  appoint 
Col.  William  Johnson  to  represent  the  colony  in  the  nego- 
tiations with  the  Indians.    (See  note  4.) 

July  4.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  first  Tues- 
day in  September. 


1763.    OCTOBEB.    TWEHTT-SETEHTH  ASSEMBLY,  IHISD  SESSIOH. 


JAMES  DE  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  during  the  preceding  ses- 
sion {June  29)  Governor  Clinton  intimated  to  the  speaker 
of  the  Assembly  that  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  being 
succeeded  in  the  government.  His  successor,  Sir  Danvers 
Osborn,  Bart,  was  appointed  Governor  August  1, 1753.  He 
arrived  in  New  York  on  the  7th  of  October,  and  toiA  the 
oath  of  office  the  10th.  His  official  career  as  Governor  was 
of  short  duration,  and  had  an  unhappy  termination.  He 
died  October  12,  two  days  after  taking  office,  as  api>ear6 
by  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor De  Lancey  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  dated  Oc- 
tober 15, 1753.    {Col.  Doc.  Vol  5,  p.  803.) 

"  I  have  a  very  melancholy  account  to  write  to  your 
Lordships.  Sir  Danvers  Oshom  our  late  Governor  pub- 
lished his  Majesty's  commission  to  him  on  Wednesday,  the 
tenth  instant,  amidst  the  greatest  acclamations  of  the  peo- 

4Th«  general  appropriation  act,  puwd  Jul;  4th,  chap.  036,  included  items 
for  preienta  to  the  Indiana,  and  to  pay  Col.  JofanMn'i  expenaea  on  his  piopoMd 
viiit  to  them. 
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pie  and  the  sincerest  demonstrations  of  joy  that  were  ever 
known  on  any  occasion  here.  We  had  juatiy  entertained  the 
best  grounded  hopes  and  expectations  of  being  a  happy 
people  under  the  administration  of  a  gentlffluan  of  birth, 
good  education  and  most  amiable  character;  but  alas  this 
great  joy  was  too  soon  succeeded  by  the  deepest  and  most 
unfeigned  sorrow,  for  on  Friday,  the  12th,  about  seven  of 
the  clock  in  the  morning  he  was  found  in  the  lower  part  of 
Mr.  Murray's  garden  (at  whose  honse  he  lodged  till  the 
Fort  was  fitted  up  for  his  reception)  strangled  in  his  hand- 
kerchief. It  was  observable  that  although  he  expressed  his 
sense  of  the  people's  joy  upon  his  accession  to  the  govern- 
ment in  the  most  engaging  manner,  yet  he  never  showed 
any  cheerfnlness,  bat  appeared  with  a  sedate  and  melan- 
choly conntenance  complaining  of  a  great  indisposition  of 
body  and  disturbance  of  mind,  which  could  not  be  diverted. 
My  Lords  I  most  sincerely  condole  this  unhappy  event 
which  has  filled  the  eyes  of  all  persons  here  with  tears." 

An  official  inquiry  into  the  manner  of  the  Governor's 
death  resulted  in  the  finding  that  he  committed  suicide  in 
a  fit  of  insanity. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  session  the  Assembly  had 
been  prorogued  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  September.  It  was 
again  twice  prorogued  by  Governor  Clinton,  the  last  pro- 
rogation being  on  the  9th  of  October,  the  day  before  Gov- 
ernor Osbom  took  office. 

By  Governor  Osbom 's  death,  James  De  Lancey,  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, became  the  head  of  the  government,  and  im- 
mediately assumed  executive  authority.  October  18  he 
prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  30th,  but  a  quorum  did  not 
appear  nntil  the  31st,  when  he  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH: 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  Atio  Qenbbal  Assembly. — 
His  most  sacred  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased, 
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by  his  royal  commission,  to  appoint  me  Lientenaot-OoT- 
ernor  of  this  Province,  the  government  thereof  is  devolved 
upon  me  by  the  death  of  his  late  Excellency  Sir  Danvers 
Oaborn,  Baronet.  As  he  was  a  gentleman  of  birtii,  of  lib- 
eral edacatioD,  and  distinguished  character,  we  bad  well 
grounded  expectations  of  being  a  happy  people  under  his 
administration,  and  have  therefore,  just  reason  to  r^ret 
his  death  and  lament  it  as  a  public  loss. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  thirty-ninth  article  of  his  Maj- 
esty's instructions  to  Sir  Danvers  Osbom  (copies  of  which 
I  shall  herewith  deliver  you)  how  highly  his  Majesty 
is  displeased  at  the  neglect  of  and  contempt  shown  to  his 
royal  Commission  and  instructions  by  your  passing  laws  of 
so  extraordinay  a  nature,  and  by  such  your  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  particularly  set  forth  in  this  instruction.' 
Hence  also  his  Majesty's  royal  pleasure  as  to  these  matters 
will  appear,  and  what  he  expects  from  yon.  On  this  head  I 
must  observe  to  you  that  by  our  excellent  constitution  the 
executive  power  is  lodged  in  the  Crown;  that  all  govern- 
ment is  founded  on  a  confidence  that  every  person  will 
discharge  the  duty  of  his  station;  and  if  there  should  be 
abuse  of  power  that  the  legal  and  regular  course  is  to  make 
application  to  his  Majesty,  who  having  a  paternal  tender- 
ness for  all  his  subjects,  is  always  ready  to  hear  and  re- 
dress their  grievances. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Geneeal  Assembly. — I  must  earn- 
estly press  it  upon  you  that  in  preparing  your  bills  for  the 
support  of  government  and  other  public  services,  you  pay 
a  due  regard  to  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  signified  in  his  in- 
structions, and  frame  them  in  such  a  manner  as  when  laid 
before  me  for  my  assent  I  may  give  it  consistent  witii  my 
duty  to  his  Majesty. 

The  provision  lately  made  for  repairing  his  Majesty's 
fort  and  Copsey  Battery  will  from  the  great  damage  done 

1  For  the  copy  of  the  3Mh  Kiiicle  of  tbe  imttnictioiu  to  Qovemor  Oabom,  m* 
post,  p.  532. 
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to  the  latter  by  the  late  storm  fall  very  short  of  answering 
those  purposes.  I  must  therefore  recommend  to  you  to 
make  farther  provision  for  this  end;  and  also  for  complet- 
ing the  repairs  of  the  trading  house  at  Oswego.  I  need  not 
mention  to  you  the  importance  of  that  place;  you  will  see 
by  the  copy  of  the  letter  and  aceoimt  from  the  commanding 
officer  at  liiat  post  what  repairs  have  been  made  and  what 
is  still  necessary  to  be  done. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Councii.  and  General  Assembly. — 
Among  the  public  papers  delivered  to  me,  I  find  a  letter 
from  Col.  William  Johnson  with  an  account  of  his  proceed- 
ings in  his  late  negotiations  with  the  Five  Nations  and 
other  Indians  on  the  frontiers,  copies  of  which  shall  be  laid 
before  yoo.  The  preseinring  those  Indians  in  their  fidelity 
and  drawing  others  to  settle  among  them,  is  of  such  conse- 
quence to  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  safety  of  this  and 
the  other  Northern  colonies,  that  it  requires  at  all  times 
the  greatest  attention. 

The  method  now  practised  by  the  law  for  letting  to  farm 
the  excise  on  strong  liquors,  is  complained  of  as  burthen- 
some.  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  put  it  on  such  a  footing  as 
will  remedy  that  grievance.^ 

I  must  also  recommend  to  you  the  passing  a  bill  for 
regulating  the  militia  that  the  people  may  be  trained  to  the 


3The  policy  of  farming  out  the  excise  wsj  discontinued  at  this  sesBion  In 
reaponae  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  rccummcndatioD,  and  an  act  pasned 
December  12th,  chap.  044,  provided  for  the  appointment  of  "  commissionera 
for  collecting  the  duty  of  excise  "  in  each  county,  with  power  to  appoint 
retailers,  and  fix  the  duty  to  be  paid  by  tliem  for  the  year  beginning  January 
I,  17."it.  In  New  York  and  Albany  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  became 
ci-o/fieio  comniiE<sionerfl  of  excise,  and  the  net  appointed  commissionera  In 
the  other  oountiee;  in  some  counties  three  persons  were  appointed,  in  others 
two,  and  in  others  there  was  only  one  commisBioner.  The  moneys  collected 
under  the  act  were  to  be  used  in  canceling  bills  of  credit.  This  statute  seems 
to  have  been  the  beginning  of  the  policy  of  administering  excise  affairs  by  local 
commissioners,  which  policy  wae  continued  with  modiflcations  until  changed 
by  the  Liquor  Tax  Law  of  1S9G,  which  placed  the  administration  in  a  State 
department  under  the  superrision  of  a  State  Commissioner  of  Excise. 
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Dse  -of  arms  and  prepared  for  their  defence  on  any  emer- 
gency.^ 

The  good  effects  whidi  have  arisen  from  the  Act  made 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  unmerchantable  flonr  and  the 
false  taring  of  bread  and  flour  caskB,  and  the  reputation  the 
manufacture  of  flonr  has  gained  abroad  under  the  present 
regulations,  are  strong  argoments  to  induce  you  to  fall 
upon  some  effectual  means  to  prevent  the  frauds  which 
are  ctxnmitted  in  beef,  pork,  and  other  commodities. 

Qentlbhek. — My  inclination  and  interest  lead  me  to 
study  and  pursue  the  welfare  of  this  country.  Ton  cannot 
therefore  doubt  of  my  cheerful  concurrence  with  you  in 
such  measures  as  will  promote  that  end,  and  you  may  be 
assured  I  will  readily  give  my  assent  to  any  bills  that  have 
his  Majesty's  service  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Province 
for  their  object. 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

City  of  New  York, 
31st  of  October,  1753. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  also  transmitted  extracts  from 
the  instructions  issued  to  Governor  Osbom,  urging  the  en- 
actment of  laws  providing  for  a  permanent  revenue  for  the 
support  of  government,  the  laws  for  that  purpose  to  be  in- 
definite in  duration;  also  prohibiting  the  Governor  from 
receiving  presents  from  tbe  Assembly,  allowing  him  to  re- 
tain for  his  annual  salary  twelve  hundred  pounds  from  the 
King's  revenue,  and  authorizing  him  to  accept  a  further 
stated  allowance  by  the  Assembly. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
November  6.    Transmitting  letters  and  papers  relating 
to  Indian  affairs,  and  the  trading  house  at  Oswego. 

8  Ad  act  passed  Det«mber  12th,  clmp.  947,  revived  and  re-eoaeted  Um  Militia 
lAWof  17SD. 
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Noyember  7.  ThankiDg  the  Ooimcil  and  the  Aasanbly 
for  their  addreBses. 

November  12.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Holdernesse,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  conveying  in- 
formation concerning  a  projected  Indian  invasion  of 
British  colonies  "  supported  by  some  regular  European 
troops,"  and  directing  the  government  of  New  Tork  to  re- 
sist any  hostile  demonstrations  against  the  colony.  Coa- 
ceming  nnited  action  by  the  colonies  the  letter  continues: 

"And  whereas  it  may  be  greatly  conducive  to  his  Maj- 
esty's service,  that  all  his  PTavinces  in  America,  should  be 
aicUng  and  assisting  each  other,  in  case  of  any  invasion,  I 
have  it  particularly  in  charge  from  his  Majesty,  to  acquaint 
you,  that  it  is  his  royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  you  should 
keep  ap  an  exact  correspondence  with  all  his  Majesty's 
Governors  on  the  Continent;  and  in  case  yon  shall  be  in- 
formed by  any  of  them,  of  any  hostile  attempts,  you  are 
immediately  to  assemble  the  General  Assembly,  within 
your  Government,  and  lay  before  them  the  necessity  of  a 
mutual  assistance,  and  engage  them  to  grant  such  supplies 
as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.  I  have  wrote  by 
this  conveyance,  to  all  his  Majesty's  Governors,  to  the 
same  purpose." 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  promis- 
ing to  assist  any  other  colony  in  case  of  its  invasion  by  a 
hostile  force.     {See  post  Special  Message,  April  17,  1754.) 

November  22.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Col.  William 
Johnson  to  former  Governor  Clinton,  relating  to  Indian 
affairs. 

December  10.  Becommendmg  that  immediate  provision 
be  made  for  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  also  an  allowance 
to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  expenses  to  be  incurred 
by  him  in  a  proposed  interview  with  the  Indians. 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  passed  a  resolution  agreeing 
to  make  snitable  provision  for  presents,  and  for  an  allow- 
ance to  the  Lientoiant-GoTemor  in  accordance  with  his 
reqnesL 
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December  12.  The  Assembly  having  requested  the  ap- 
pointment of  coansel  to  assist  Abel  Hardenbrook,  keeper 
of  the  powder  house,  in  defending  a  suit  on  a  seizure  made 
by  Archibald  Kennedy,  Collector  of  Customs,  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor informed  the  Assembly  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed as  counsel  Benjamin  NicoU,  John  MacEvers,  and 
William  Livingston. 

December  12.  After  publishing  the  laws  passed  at  this 
session  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said  to  the  Assembly : 

"  Yon  must  be  sensible  you  have  not  acted  in  compliance 
with  his  Majesty's  royal  instructions.  You  will  have  an 
opportunity  during  this  recess  to  consult  your  constituents; 
and  I  hope  at  your  next  meeting  you  will  bring  with  you 
such  dispositions  as  will  effectually  promote  the  public 
service,  and  that  you  will  then  proceed  with  a  due  regard 
to  what  his  Majesty  justly  expects  from  j'on,  and  thereby 
reconunend  yourselves  to  his  royal  Grace  and  favor." 

The  Assembly  was  then  prrrogued  to  the  first  Turaday 
of  March,  1754. 

THIRTY-NINTH  ARTICLE  OP  THE  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GOVERNOE 
OSBORN.  (Sea  note  I.) 
"  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  us,  that  graat  disputea  and  aaimoMties 
have  for  some  time  past  subsisted  among  the  several  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  our  Province  of  New  York;  that  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
said  Province  has  been  disturbed,  order  and  government  BUbvert«d,  the  coune 
of  justice  obstructed;  and  our  rofal  prerogative  and  authority  trampled  )ip<m, 
and  Invaded  in  a  most  unwaTrantable  and  illegal  manner.  And  whereas  the 
Asaomblj  of  our  said  Province,  have  not  only  refused  to  comply  with  tlie 
powers  end  directions  which  we  have  thought  expedient  to  ^ve  by  onr  oommls- 
aion  and  instTUctions  to  our  Governor  of  the  said  Province,  with  respect  to 
money  raised  for  the  supply  and  support  of  government,  but  have  also,  in 
open  violation  of  our  said  commission  and  instructions,  assumed  to  them- 
selves in  the  laws  which  they  have  annually  or  occasionally  passed,  the  disposal 
of  public  money,  the  nomination  of  all  officers  of  government,  tbe  direction  of 
the  militia,  and  of  such  other  troops  as  have  been  raised  for  our  sei^ce;  and 
many  other  executive  parts  of  government,  which  by  our  said  commission 
and  instructions  we  have  thought  proper  to  reserve,  and  which  by  law  belong 
to  our  Governor  only.  And  whereas  it  likewise  appears,  that  some  of  our 
council  of  said  Province,  not  regarding  the  duty  and  allegiance  they  owe  iw. 
and  the  trust  we  have  reposed  in  them,  have  joined  and  concurred  with  the 
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Aisemblj  id  thoee  unwarrantable  me&auree.  We  therefore,  being  eitremely 
sensible  how  much  all  sucli  animositiea  and  divisione  amongat  the  different 
branches  o(  the  legislature,  and  the  unwarrantable  proceedingg  which  have 
attended  the  same,  must  aSect  and  prove  destructive  of  the  peace  and  securit; 
of  our  said  Province,  lessen  and  impair  that  due  authority  wliich  by  right 
belongs  to  us  in  the  government  thereof;  and  thereby  alienate  the  hearts  and 
affections  of  our  loving  subjects;  and  being  determined  at  the  same  time,  that 
we  do  protect  our  loving  subjecU  in  the  lawful  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and 
privileges,  not  to  permit  our  own  authority  and  prerogative  to  be  in  any  degree 
violated,  6r  unduly  lessened,  by  any  encroachments  whatever.  It  is  our  eiprwBS 
will  and  pleasure,  and  you  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  aud  required  forthwith, 
upon  your  arrival,  to  use  your  beat  endeavors  in  the  most  prudent  manner,  to 
quiet  the  minda  of  our  loving  subjects,  and  reconcile  the  unhappy  differences 
subsisting  amongst  them,  and  having  called  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  our 
said  Province  together,  you  are  to  signify  to  them  in  the  strongest  and  most 
solemn  manner,  our  high  displeasure  for  their  neglect  of,  and  the  contempt 
they  have  shown  to  our  royal  commission  and  instructions,  by  passing  laws 
of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  and  by  such  their  unwarrantable  proceedings; 
and  that  we  do  strictly  charge  and  enjoin  them  for  the  future  to  pay  to  our 
■aid  commission  and  instructions  due  obedience;  receding  from  all  unjusti- 
fiable encroachments  upon  our  legal  authority  and  prerogative,  and  demeaning 
themselves  in  tbeir  respective  stations  with  a  due  r^ard  thereto,  and  to  the 
peace,  security  and  prosperity  of  the  Province.  And  whereas,  nothing  can  more 
effectually  tend  to  re-establish  good  order  and  government  within  our  said 
Province,  and  promote  its  future  peace  and  prosperity,  than  the  having  a 
permanent  revenue  settled  by  law,  upon  a  solid  foundation,  for  defraying  the 
necessary  charges  of  government,  for  want  of  which  great  inconvenieney  and 
prejudice  have  hitherto  arisen  to  our  service,  and  to  the  affairs  of  our  said 
Province.  It  is  therefore,  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  you  do  In  the 
strongest  manner,  recommend  to  the  Assembly,  in  our  name,  without  delay, 
to  consider  of  a  proper  law,  to  be  passed  for  this  purpose,  taking  care  that 
such  law  shall  be  indefinite  and  without  limitation,  and  that  Provision  be  made 
therein  for  the  salary  allowed  by  us,  to  our  Captains  General  and  Governors 
In  Chief  of  our  said  Province;  and  likewise,  for  competent  salaries  to  all 
judgea,  justices  and  other  necessary  oMcers  and  ministera  of  government,  and 
for  repairing  the  fortifications,  and  erecting  such  new  ones,  as  the  security 
and  safety  of  the  Province  may  require;  for  making  annual  presents  to  the 
Indians,  and  for  the  expense  attending  the  same;  and  in  general,  for  all  such 
other  charges  of  government,  as  may  be  fixed  or  ascertained.  It  is,  neverthe- 
less, our  will  and  pleasure,  and  you  are  hereby  Impowered,  after  the  passing 
such  law  as  aforesaid,  to  give  your  assent  to  any  temporary  law  or  laws  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  temporary  services.  Provided  always,  that  the  said 
law  or  laws  do  expire  and  have  their  full  effect,  when  the  Berrlces  for  which 
said  law  or  laws  were  passed,  shall  cease  and  be  determined;  and  that  they 
be  consistent  with  our  royal  prerogative,  and  our  commission  and  instruc- 
tiona  to  you.    And  it  Is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  all  money  raised 
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for  tlM  aupply  and  aupport  of  goTfenuDnit,  or  upon  emergencies  for  a  temporarj 
WTvice  ma  Kforeaajd,  shall  be  dUpomd  of,  and  applied  to  the  service  only  for 
which  it  waa  raised;  by  warrant  from  jou,  hy  and  with  tbe  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Council  of  our  said  Province,  and  no  otherwise.  But,  the  Assembly  niaj, 
nevertlielesB,  be  permitted  from  time  to  time  to  view  and  examine  tite  accounts 
of  monejr  disposed  of  by  virtue  of  taws  made  hy  them;  which  you  are  to  signify 
to  tliem,  as  there  shall  lie  occasion.  And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure, 
that  if  any  of  the  memlters  of  our  Council,  or  any  oflicer  holding  or  eflj<^ng 
any  place  of  trust  or  profit,  within  our  said  Government,  shall  in  nny  manner 
whatever,  give  his  or  their  assent  to,  or  any  wise  advise  or  concur  with  the 
Assembly  in  passing  any  act  or  vote,  whereby  our  royal  prerogative  may  bs 
lessened,  or  impaired,  or  whereby  any  money  shall  be  raised  or  disposed  of, 
for  the  public  service  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with  the  method  prescribed 
by  these  our  instructions  to  you;  you  shall  forthwith  remove  or  suspend  such 
councilor  or  other  officer  so  offending,  giving  to  our  commissioners  for  trade 
and  plantations,  an  immediate  account  thereof  in  order  to  be  laid  before  tu." 


17S4.    APIUI~    TWXNTT-SEVENTH  ASSEKBLT,  FOUKTH  SBS5I0H. 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  April  9,  and  od  that  day  the  Lienten- 
ant-Govenior  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH: 

Qeiitlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbnbeal  Assbmblt. — 
The  advices  I  have  received  during  your  recess  are  of  so 
interesting  a  concern  to  his  Majesty  and  his  American 
subjects  as  laid  me  under  a  necessity  of  calling  you  to- 
gether thas  early  for  your  advice  and  assistance. 

The  progress  the  French  have  already  made  in  taking 
possession  of  his  Majesty's  lands  and  building  forts  upon 
a  most  important  pass  between  the  Lake  Erie  and  the  Biver 
Ohio,  will  appear  by  the  papers  I  shall  order  to  be  laid 
before  you.  'Tis  evident  they  h'ope  by  these  advances  to 
surround  and  confine  his  Majesty's  colonies  as  much  as 
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possible,  and  as  the  far  trade  depends  on  the  sapplies  of 
arms  and  anmiunition  which  the  Indians  now  receive  in 
common  from  both  nations,  the  French  think  by  cutting 
oflf  all  interconrse  between  the  far  Nations  of  Indians  and 
ns  tbey  may  in  time  secure  the  sole  benefit  of  that  trade 
to  themselves,  and  attach  them  so  firmly  to  their  interest 
as  to  be  ready  at  all  times  to  join  in  any  attempts  they  may 
make  on  his  Majesty's  colonies. 

The  government  of  Virginia,  sensible  of  the  dangerons 
tendency  of  these  proceedings,  is  determined  if  possible  to 
put  a  stop  to  them,  and  for  this  purpose,  as  they  look  upon 
it  to  be  the  common  caose  of  all  the  Provinces,  have  re- 
quested their  aid  and  assistance.  Your  loyalty  and  affec- 
tion for  his  Majesty's  person  and  government,  with  the 
late  resolution  on  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Holder- 
nesse's  letter/  which  you  will  see  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  approve  of,  give  me  weU-groonded 
hopes  that  yon  will  exert  your  greatest  efforts  to  vindicate 
the  honor  of  his  Majesty's  Crown  and  justify  his  undoubted 
rights  against  the  invaders  of  his  property. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. —  In  obedience  to 
his  Majesty's  commands,  I  must  desire  you  will  grant  such 
supplies  as  the  exigency  of  these  affairs  may  require  by 
enabling  me  to  raise  and  send  such  force  to  the  assistance 
of  oar  neighbors  as  may  leave  them  no  room  to  doubt  of 
your  readiness  to  take  part  in  every  expense  necessary  for 
the  public  utility.* 

I  am  commanded  by  his  Majesty,  forthwith  to  send  two 
complete  companies  of  the  troops  posted  here  into  the 
Province  of  Virginia,  and  shall  do  it  with  all  possible  dis- 

1  ThU  resolution  to  aHsist  other  colonies  in  case  of  invasion  by  a  hoetile  force 
ns  adopted  November  13,  17G3,  at  tbe  previous  session  of  the  Assembly. 

Sin  response  to  thia  suggestion  the  Assembly  on  the  S4th  of  April,  presented 
to  the  Lieutenant  Oovemor  an  address,  which  considered  several  aspects  of 
French  encroachment  on  the  Ohio  frontier.  Extracta  from  his  address  are 
given  under  the  bend  of  SperinI  Messain<s. 
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patcb  after  you  have  provided  for  the  expense  of  their 
transportation  and  subsisting  them  with  provisions  for  the 
time  they  may  be  employed  on  the  intended  service,  which 
I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  do  without  delay.' 

The  Six  Nations  of  Indians  are  justly  alarmed  at  the 
encroadunents  of  the  French,  and  unless  the  colonies  unite 
in  measures  for  building  forts  in  their  country  for  their 
security  and  the  safety  of  the  women  and  children  when 
the  men  are  abroad,  and  for  sending  smiths  and  other 
proper  persons  to  reside  among  them,  I  am  apprehensive 
we  shall  lose  the  little  influence  we  still  have  over  them. 
This  is  a  matter  that  well  deserves  your  serious  attention, 
as  upon  it  depends  the  greatest  security  we  have  for  the 
fidelity  of  those  people;  and  although  it  be  reasonable  that 
the  expense  be  borne  by  the  colonies  in  general,  yet  as 
those  nations  more  immediately  depend  upon  the  Province 
of  New  York,  any  scheme  for  their  safety  and  protection 
will  naturally  be  expected  to  take  its  rise  here.  'Twill 
therefore  be  showing  your  regard  for  the  welfare  of  this 
and  all  the  colonies  by  declaring  your  willingness  in  a 
public  resolution  to  bear  a  proportion  of  the  diarge  of 
erecting  and  maintaining  such  forts.  I  have  already  the 
sentiments  of  several  of  his  Majesty's  Governors  on  this 
point,  and  am  led  from  the  conunon  danger  to  hope  for  the 

BTlie  Asseinbly  in  its  address  prsBented  to  the  Ooremor  on  the  12th  of  April, 
expressed  its  willingness  to  make  provision  for  transporting  the  two  independ- 
ent corapaniea  to  be  sent  to  Virginia,  but  hoped  their  absence  mi^t  "  prove 
but  for  a  soason,  as  this  Province  from  the  nature  of  its  situation,  from  its 
long  connection  with  the  Five  Nations,  its  old  allies,  and  from  its  vicini^  to 
the  powerful  French,  seema  justly  to  be  looked  on  as  a  frontier  highly  deserving 
of  his  moBt  Sacred  Uajeaty'a  care  and  protection,"  and  on  the  I7th  directed 
tliHit  a  bill  be  prepared,  among  otlier  things  appropriating  one  thousand  pounds 
for  this  purpose.  The  bill  did  not  become  a  law  at  this  session,  bnt  at  a 
Bubsequent  session,  August  29,  1T54,  an  act  was  passed,  chap.  967,  appropriat- 
ing five  thousand  pounds  for  the  assistance  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  in 
dispoBseesing  the  French  and  Indians  who  had  encroached  on  the  Ohio  frontier. 
This  act  included  an  item  for  the  expense  of  transporting  the  two  o 
to  Vii^nla. 
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aasistance  of  several  of  the  neighboring  colonieB  in  a 
measore  of  so  general  concern.* 

And  while  you  have  this  matter  under  consideration,  I 
must  recommend  to  you  that  of  the  open  and  defenceless 
condition  of  our  northern  frontier,  and  that  yon  will  enable 
me  to  build  some  fort  or  forts  in  a  proper  situation,  till  I 
have  used  my  endeavors  to  bring  his  Majesty's  other  gov- 
emmente  concerned  in  the  defence  of  that  part  of  the 
country  to  contribute  to  the  charge  of  erecting  as  many 
forts  on  this  quarter  as  may  be  necessary  to  guard  them 
and  us  from  the  incursions  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 

You  are  well  convinced  of  the  importance  of  the  trading 
house  at  Oawego,  and  therefore  I  need  use  no  arguments 
to  prevail  with  you  to  grant  a  suflSeient  sum  to  put  that 
fortress  into  thorough  repair.  It  appears  the  more  neces- 
aary  at  this  time  as  the  French  in  their  way  to  the  Ohio 
pass  that  post,  and  should  they  expect  it  to  be  unprovided 
for  a  defence  we  have  no  reason  from  their  late  proceed- 
ings to  doubt  they  would  make  an  attempt  upon  it.  I  there- 
fore think  it  highly  expedient  to  order  a  double  garrison 
thither  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  and  wait  only  for  your 
making  suitable  provision  for  it." 

Copsey  Battery  in  this  city,  you  are  sensible,  is  in  a 
ruinous  condition,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  think  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  put  it  into  good  repair. 

I  have  appointed  the  fourteenth  of  June  next  for  the 
interview  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany,  and  as  the  time 
now  draws  near  you  will  provide  for  presents  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  them  at  this  meeting,  and  for  the  expense 
of  my  voyage  thither.* 

*  In  the  special  measages  under  date  of  April  Itlth,  the  Lieutenant-Qoremor 
considers  the  subject  of  forts  in  the  Indian  country  in  reaponse  to  an  address 
from  the  Assembly. 

C  See  special  message  of  April  )Mh,  as  to  repairs  to  the  fort  at  Oewego. 

•  At  the  next  session  an  act  was  passed,  May  4,  1754,  chap.  955,  appropri- 
ating eight  hundred  pmmds  for  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  for  the  Lieutenant-Govemor'a  expenses  on  his  expected  interview 
with  them. 
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Qentlembn  of  tbb  Council  and  Gbnbral  AsaucBLx. — 
The  matters  I  have  recommended  to  your  consideratiwi  are 
of  so  great  importance  as  do  not  permit  me  to  divert  your 
attention  by  laying  anything  else  before  you  at  present 
I  shall  therefore  only  recommend  that  you  will  give  ih&oi 
that  due  weight  and  dispatch  they  seem  to  demand  of  you, 
and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  result  of  your  deliberations 
will  reflect  honor -on  yourselves,  and  be  a  benefit  to  your 
country.  You  may  be  assured  of  my  hearty  and  cheerful 
concurrence  in  every  measure  calculated  for  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  this  Province. 
JAMES  DELANCEY. 

Fort  George  New  York 
9th  April  1754. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  9.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  transmitted  several 
papers  mentioned  in  his  opening  speech,  including  sundry 
letters  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  advising  the  steps 
that  government  are  taking  to  oppose  the  invasions  of  the 
French  on  the  Ohio,  and  requesting  the  aid  and  assistance 
of  this  government  therein;  also  a  letter  from  (Jovemor 
Shirley  and  another  from  Governor  Hamilton  of  the  18th 
ult.,  and  several  papers  containing  intelligence  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  French  on  the  Ohio. 

April  11.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

April  12.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  said : 

*'I  am  sensible  of  the  difficulties  the  Province  labored 
under  during  the  late  war,  and  the  heavy  expense  the 
people  were  put  to  for  the  public  services,  and  hope  the 
charge  which  must  necessarily  accrue  on  your  providing 
for  the  other  matters  I  have  recommended  to  you,  will 
appear  in  a  favorable  light  to  his  Ma.iesty,  and  excuse  your 
not  contributing  so  liberally  to  the  assistance  of  the  colony 
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of  Virginia,  on  tliis  impoitant  occasion  as  his  Majesty 
might  otherwise  have  justly  expected  from  you. 

The  situation  of  this  colony  in  respect  to  the  Freneh  of 
Canada,  must  inevitably  expose  us  to  greater  danger  than 
our  neighbors,  and  augment  the  public  taxes ;  which  as  they 
are  to  be  employed  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  people, 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  be  cheerfully  borne  by  them." 

April  17.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
message  to  the  Assembly : 

'*  You  will  perceive  by  the  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Holder- 
nesB,  already  laid  before  you,  and  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  trade  and  plantations, 
sent  ^ou  herewith,  that  your  resolution  *  to  make  a  suitable 
provision  for  assisting  any  of  the  neighboring  colonies,  to 
repel  force  by  force,  in  ease  they  be  invaded  in  a  hostile 
manner,  by  any  armed  force  whatsoever,  has  raised  a  just 
expectation  in  hia  Majesty  and  his  Ministers,  that  you  will 
act  in  a  manner  suitable  to  this  resolution.  I  must,  there- 
fore, earnestly  recommend  to  you,  now  the  French  are  in 
motion,  and  with  an  apparent  intention  to  invade  one  of 
his  Majesty's  colonies,  that  you  would  exert  yourselves 
on  this  occasion,  and  enable  me  to  give  snch  assistance  to 
the  colony  of  Virginia,  as  the  present  exigency  demands. 
JAMES  DELANCEY." 

April  19.  The  Assembly  having  requested  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor to  use  his  endeavors  "  with  the  neighbor- 
ing governments  to  join  in  the  expense  of  building  and 
maintaining  forts  among  the  Indian  nations,  and  on  the 
northern  parts  of  this  colony  for  the  common  security  and 
defence,"  he  said  "he  would  use  his  endeavors  accordingly, 
and  hoped  that  some  scheme  would  be  concerted  for  that 
purpose  at  the  general  interview  with  the  Indians  on  the 
14th  of  June  next." 

On  the  same  day  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  Assembly's  request,  that  he  would  immedi- 


■  Adopted  Norauber  13,  17S3. 
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ately  give  directions  "  to  the  commissioners  for  collecting 
the  duties  on  goods  carried  to  Oswego  for  trade  to  pnt  that 
fortress  into  good  repair." 

April  19.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
message  to  the  Assembly : 

"  Wliile  you  have  under  consideration  the  providing  for 
the  expense  occasioned  by  the  motions  of  the  Frendi 
towards  the  Ohio,  and  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  I 
must  recommend  to  you  the  supplying  the  out  garrisons 
with  gun  powder,  and  raising  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to 
answer  the  contingent  charges  that  may  arise  by  expresses 
or  otherwise,  and  placing  a  small  siun  of  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  officer  at  Oswego,  to  be  laid  out  in  little 
presents  to  be  given  to  such  as  visit  him  at  that  place ;  this 
is  a  practice  of  the  French,  and  these  little  things  season- 
ably given,  have  a  better  effect  than  those  of  greater  value 
at  other  times. 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

April  24,  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
message  to  the  Assembly : 

"The  division  line  between  this  government  and  the 
Province  of  New  Jersey  not  being  settled,  has  lately  given 
rise  to  great  tumults  and  disorders  among  the  people  of 
Onmge  county  and  the  adjacent  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey, 
and  may  produce  worse  evils,  UDless  prevented  by  a  timely 
care.  Nothing  can  answer  this  purpose  so  effectually,  I 
think,  as  the  fixing  a  temporary  line  of  peace  between  us, 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known  in  this  matter. 
Governor  Belcher  assures  me  of  his  sincere  desire,  that 
amicable  and  conciliating  measures  may  be  fallen  upon  by 
both  governments,  to  make  the  borders  easy;  and  I  have 
proposed  to  him  the  running  such  line,  conformable  to  the 
opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  signified  in  their  report 
to  me,  which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  you,  and  if  it 
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receives  Ms  approbation,  I  shall  forthwith  appoint  commis- 
sioners for  running  such  line  of  peace,  and  apply  to  that 
Government  to  do  the  like  on  their  part;  and  the  expenses 
of  which  I  must  recommend  to  you  to  provide  for. 

The  same  step  is  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  adjusting 
all  disputes  between  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  this  Prov- 
ince, until  the  true  partition  line  be  finally  determined  in 
a  legal  course,  and  Qovemor  Shirley  presses  me  to  forward 
a  meeting  of  commissioners  from  both  Provinces.  By  the 
act  for  examining  into  the  eastern  boundaries  of  this  colony, 
at  least  seven  of  the  committee  and  commissioners  are 
necessary  to  put  in  execution  the  ppwers  of  that  act,  which 
mnst  increase  the  expense  of  the  meeting.  I  shall  there- 
fore only  appoint  two  or  three  fit  persons  with  the  advice 
of  the  Council ;  and  as  Mr.  Shirley  proposes  to  send  Com- 
missioners to  the  interview  at  Albany,  I  have  hopes  be  will 
appoint  the  same  gentlemen  for  this  service,  that  the  busi- 
ness may  be  transacted  as  soon  as  the  conferences  are 
at  an  end. 

At  this  time  every  difference  should  be  carefully  avoided 
that  might  interrupt  a  general  harmony  and  unanimity 
among  the  colonies,  on  whi<^  the  success  of  their  endeavors 
to  repel  the  attempts  of  the  French  greatly  depends;  I 
therefore  assnre  myself  you  will  readily  provide  for  the 
expense  that  may  arise  on  the  meeting  of  those  commis- 
sioners, and  that  you  will  come  to  a  speedy  resolution  there- 
upon, that  I  may  notify  the  same  to  the  governments  con- 
cerned. 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

April  24.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  an  address  relative  to  the  French  occupation  of 
lands  adjacent  to  the  Ohio  River,  saying,  among  other 
things,  that  "  the  French  have  built  a  fort  at  a  place  called 
the  French  Creek  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  river 
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Ohio,  which  may,  bat  does  not  by  any  evidence  or  infonna- 
tion,  appear  to  us  to  be  an  invasion  of  any  of  hie  Majesty's 
colonies,  nor  does  the  goTemment  of  Virginia  seem  to  look 
upon  it  as  such;  for  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  his  Majesty's  Liea- 
tenant-Governor  of  that  colony,  tells  your  Honor  in  his 
letter  of  the  21st  of  March  last,  that  the  plan  of  operation 
is  no  more  than  to  take  possession  of  the  lands  in  his 
Majesty's  name,  and  bnild  forts  agreeable  to  his  commands 
(as  we  have  long  since  done  at  oar  own  expense,  by  enet- 
ing  and  maintaining  a  fortress  at  Oswego)  which  lands  we 
understand  to  be  those  lying  on  the  River  Ohio,  and  your 
Honor  will  perceive  by  our  minutes  of  Wednesday  last, 
that  we  have  allowed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  for 
the  transportation  and  subsistence  of  the  two  independent 
companies,  appointed  to  assist  the  government  of  Virginia, 
in  executing  that  design,  which  we  conceive  to  be  an  assist- 
ance fully  adequate  to  the  undertaking. 

This  we  beg  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  represent  in 
a  favorable  light,  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  with  an  assurance  that  this  House  will 
not  be  wanting  in  contributing  any  assistance  in  their 
power,  consistent  with  the  safety  and  security  of  this 
Colony,  to  such  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  whose  known 
limits  may  be  invaded  by  any  enemy  whatsoever." 

To  this  address,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  replied  as 
follows : 

"  I  cannot  but  differ  in  opinion  with  you,  as  I  look  on 
the  late  attempts  of  the  French,  to  be  an  encroadimeat 
upon  his  Majesty's  undoubted  territory.  The  lands  lying 
between  the  Seneka's  country,  the  Lake  Erie  and  the  Biver 
Ohio,  formerly  belonged  to  a  nation  of  Indians  called  the 
Eries,  whom  the  Five  Nations  conquered  and  extirpated, 
and  thus  became  masters  of  their  lands,  and  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  the  French  acknowledge  those  Indians,  called 
the  Five  Nations  or  cantons,  to  be  subjects  of  the  dominion 
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of  Great  Britain.  And  therefore,  the  two  forts  the  French 
have  built,  are  evidently  an  invasion  on  his  Majesty's  terri- 
tories, though  perhaps  not  so  clearly  within  the  limits  of 
any  colony  in  particular ;  but  from  the  idea  I  have  formed 
to  myself  of  that  part  of  the  country,  those  two  forts  seem 
to  be  within  Pennsylvania  government. 

The  intelligence  I  have  laid  before  you,  shows  the  num- 
ber of  forces  the  French  are  sending  to  the  Ohio,  and  when 
you  consider  that  the  forts  they  have  already  erected  were 
last  year  well  garrisoned,  you  cannot  think  that  these  forces 
are  for  that  use  only,  but  must  be  designed  either  to  garri- 
son other  forts,  or  to  attack  and  dislodge  the  Virginians 
in  the  settlement  they  are  now  making,  and  probably  both ; 
and  any  assistance  you  may  give  after  being  convinced  of 
this  point,  whether  these  invasions  are  within  the  limits 
of  any  of  his  Majesty's  colonies,  may  perhaps  be  then  too 
late.  It  may  not  be  very  difficult  to  drive  away  the  French, 
if  timely  and  vigorous  efforts  be  used,  before  they 
strengthoQ  themselves  by  increase  of  forts  in  that  country, 
and  by  erecting  some  of  stone,  and  putting  in  them  large 
garrisons,  render  our  attempts  to  reduce  them  ineffectual. 

I  have  already  transmitted  to  the  Bight  Honorable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  the 
reasons  yon  urge  for  not  giving  greater  assistance  at  this 
time  to  Virginia,  and  shall,  also  by  the  first  opportunity, 
tranunit  this  representation. 

JAMES  DELANCET." 

April  24.  The  Assembly  having  represented  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  that  the  gun-powder  in  the  magazine 
in  New  York  had  been  seized  by  the  collector  of  customs, 
on  the  gronnd  that  it  had  been  unlawfully  imported, 
whereby  the  colony  had  been  deprived  of  its  use  as  a  means 
of  defense,  and  having  requested  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
to  take  such  action  as  might  be  deemed  proper  in  the  prem- 
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ises,  he  replied  that  he  would  present  the  matter  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade. 

April  26.  In  response  to  the  Assembly's  request,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  said  he  would  use  his  best  endeavors 
to  have  a  temporary  line  settled  between  this  colony  and 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Jersey.  An  act  passed  De- 
cember 7,  1754,  chapter  969,  submitted  the  New  Jersey 
boundary  question  to  the  King  for  final  determination. 

May  1.  The  subject  of  money  bills  appeared  again  at 
this  session,  in  an  address  from  the  Council  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor reciting  that  it  had  received  from  the 
Assembly  an  appropriation  bill,  but  had  declined  to  amend 
it,  for  the  reason  that  such  a  proposed  amendment  would 
precipitate  another  controversy  as  to  the  Council's  power, 
and  for  that  reason  had  requested  a  conference  of  the 
Assembly  on  the  bill,  which  conference  had  been  refused. 
The  Council  therefore  suggested  the  propriety  of  pro- 
roguing the  Assembly. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  replied  that  he  had  doubts 
whether  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  prorogue  the  Assem- 
bly while  the  bill  remained  unrejected  by  the  Conndl,  and 
thereupon  returned  the  bill  to  the  Council.  In  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day  the  Conncil  rejected  the  bill,  where- 
upon after  publishing  the  laws  which  had  been  passed,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  2d 
of  May. 
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JAMES  DE  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Aseembly  met  May  2d,  and  the  Lientenant-Govemor 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH: 

"As  the  several  matters  I  lately  recommended  to  you  are 
still  fresh  in  your  memories,  I  think  it  needless  to  repeat 
them. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Gensbal  Assembly. — I  am  oonviDced 
that  the  Comieil,  when  they  rejected  the  bill  to  apply  sev- 
eral sums  of  money  for  the  use  and  security  of  this  colony, 
were  of  opinion  the  services  were  highly  necessary ;  but  as 
they  conceived  the  manner  in  which  that  bill  was  framed 
to  be  repugnant  to  his  Majesty's  commission  and  instruc- 
tioDS,  they  thought  themselves  in  dnty  to  his  Majesty, 
bound  to  refuse  their  consent  to  it;  and  I  hope  when  you 
again  take  these  services  into  consideration  (which  you  are 
sensible  can  admit  of  no  delay),  you  will  frame  the  bill  so 
as  it  may  not  lay  the  Council  under  any  difficulty  of 
passing  it.^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  CoTiNcnL  and  Genebal  Assembly. — 
I  must  press  you  to  proceed  in  this  matter  with  unanimity 
and  dispatch;  His  Majesty's  service  and  the  safety  of  the 
Province  requiring  it. 

JAMES  DELANCET." 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
May  2.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 
May  3.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

1  Tbe  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Council  and  the  Aisemblj  concerning 
tliil  bill  hsa  already  been  noted  in  the  Special  MeSHgM  at  the  pnrions  hb- 
tiaa,  under  date  of  May  1st,  ante,  p.  544. 
8fi  tS4S1 
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May  3.  Eeplying  to  the  Assembly's  address,  the  Liea- 
tenant-Govemor  said  he  would  reinforce  the  garrison  of 
Oswego  with  twenty-five  men  of  the  independent  companies 
and  provide  for  their  snbsistenee  for  twelve  months. 

May  4.  Urging  the  Assembly  to  make  provision  for 
transporting  the  two  companies  to  be  sent  to  Virginia. 

May  4.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  after  delivering  a 
vigorons  protest  against  the  failure  of  the  Assembly  to 
make  proper  provision  for  transporting  the  troops  to  Vir- 
ginia, prorogned  it  to  the  28tb  instant 


17S4.    AnonST.    TWERIT-SETENTH  ASSEMBLY,  SIXTH  SESSION. 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor;  SIR  CHARLES 
HARDY,  Oovemor  from  September  3,  1755. 

After  several  prorogations  the  Assembly  met  on  the 
20th  of  August,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbnebal  Assembly.— 
The  French  forces  in  conjunction  with  a  number  of  Indiana 
having  lately  attacked  and  defeated  the  British  troops 
onder  the  command  of  Col.  Washington  on  this  side  of  the 
Ohio,  within  the  undoubted  limits  of  his  Majesty's  domin- 
ions, and  as  I  am  informed,  built  a  fort  on  the  forks  of 
Monongahela,  I  was  obliged  to  call  you  together  at  this  time. 

It  is  evident  and  needs  no  arguments  to  prove  how  con- 
ducive it  must  be  to  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  general 
welfare  of  all  the  colonies,  that  we  should  be  aiding  and 
assisting  to  each  other  in  case  of  any  invasion.  In  this 
situation  it  is  incumbent  on  all  the  Provinces  to  give  the 
Virginians  the  aid  they  stand  in  need  of.    It  behooves  us 
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more  particalarly  to  exert  ourselves,  for  as  we  have  a  large 
and  extended  frontier  exposed  to  the  French  and  their 
Indians,  we  cannot  with  any  decency,  should  this  Province 
be  attacked,  call  upon  the  other  governments  on  the  con- 
tinent, or  with  reason  expect  assistance  from  them,  unless 
we  DOW  cheerfully  throw  in  our  contributions  to  enable  the 
VirgiuiaDS  to  repel  the  French  and  drive  them  out  of  the 
limits  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  This  is  a  point  that 
deserves  your  most  serious  attention.' 

There  is  another  which  requires  it  no  less;  and  that  is, 
the  defenceless  state  of  the  Province.  View  the  fortifica- 
tions of  this  city,  and  let  your  own  eyes  inform  you  what 
repairs  are  necessary,  and  what  other  works  wanting  to 
Btrengthen  and  defend  it.  Consider  how  near  the  most 
populous  and  best  part  of  Canada  is  to  Albany,  how  weak 
and  miprepared  for  a  defence  that  city  is;  that  we  have 
not  any  place  of  strength  above  it  on  Hudson's  Eiver,  to 
retard  an  enemy  one  moment,  so  that  they  might  be  at  our 
doors  to  give  ns  the  first  notice  of  our  danger.  The  conse- 
quences that  must  attend  the  loss  of  Albany  is  a  subject 
more  proper  for  your  own  reflection  than  for  me  to  enlarge 
upon.  A  place  of  so  great  importance  ought  to  be  well  pro- 
vided for  its  defence  in  all  events.  A  strong  fort  on  Hud- 
son's River  must  be  a  great  security  to  that  city,  as  intelli- 
gence might  be  sent  from  thence  of  the  approach  of  an 
enemy,  and  the  place  thus  enabled  to  hold  out  till  a  sufficient 
force  could  be  brought  to  its  relief,  which  might  be  soon 
done.  And  a  fort  on  that  quarter  must  also  in  time  of  war 
be  a  great  check  to  the  enemy's  incursions  towards  Schenec- 
tady and  other  parts  of  the  country.' 

1  Anguat  20tli  an  act  was  passed,  cbap.  957,  for  the  assistance  of  Vir- 
ginia and  PeansjlTania  in  disposseBsing  the  French  and  Indiaiu  who  had 
settled  and  erected  forts  on  his  Majesty's  lands  on  the  riTer  Ohio  and  parts 
adjacent  thereto. 

■  An  act  passed  Febniaiy  19,  175S,  chap.  S70,  appropriate  forty-five  thon- 
•and  pcnmda  for  fortlficaUons  and  other  purposes  connected  with  tlia  war. 
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In  case  of  a  war,  we  may  expect  great  assistance  from 
the  Six  Nations  of  Indians.  I  left  them  in  a  very  good 
disposition  at  the  late  treaty,  bat  nnless  we  put  ourselves 
in  a  proper  posture  of  defence,  they  will  be  unwilling  to 
expose  themselves  to  the  resentment  of  the  enemy.  If  we 
will  protect  them,  they  will  be  ready  to  fight  for  us.  The 
building  a  fort  and  making  a  settlement  in  the  Seneca's 
country,  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence,  for  besides  the 
advantages  we  might  draw  from  it,  tbe  French  will  be  pre- 
vented from  taking  this  step  which  they  would  have  done 
long  ago,  could  they  have  prevailed  on  the  Indians  to  con- 
sent to  it.  With  this  view  a  tract  of  land  of  a  good  soil 
and  fit  for  settlements  was  purdiased  by  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Clarke  from  the  Senecas,  the  most  numerous  of  the 
Six  Nations,  and  thongh  a  fort  was  not  then  built,  and  even 
now  as  it  is  a  general  concern,  oug^t  to  be  done  at  a  gen- 
eral expense,  yet,  as  the  situation  of  affairs  is  become  more 
dangerous  than  at  that  time,  it  is  necessary  to  erect  a  fort 
there  even  at  our  own  charge,  to  secure  a  footing  at  that 
place,  to  attach  that  Nation  to  the  British  interest,  to 
hinder  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  and  to 
nnite  them  more  firmly  with  the  other  Indian  nations  in  a 
dependence  on  this  government. 

It  has  been  usual  to  send  a  smith  and  some  other  persons 
to  reside  in  the  Seneca's  country,  to  secure  that  nation  in 
their  fidelity  to  us,  and  the  Onondagas  have  desired  me  to 
order  a  smith  to  be  sent  and  remain  among  them  for  a  year. 
Services  of  this  nature  have  ever  been  attended  with  a  good 
effect 

In  my  late  conferences  with  the  Six  Nations  at  Albany, 

Including  bIx  hundred  pounds  for  a  fort  on  t^ie  Hudson  Kiver  to  be  Ioeat«d  by 
tbe  Lieutenant-OovenioT.  Acts  pused  Mbj  3,  1765,  chap.  076,  and  Jnl^  5, 
1755,  chap.  984,  made  proTision  for  fortiftcations  at  or  near  Crown  Point  and 
for  other  military  purposes.  An  act  was  also  passed  May  3,  1755,  chap.  874, 
to  «nab1e  the  inhabitants  of  Schenectady  to  fortify  that  town.  A  dmilw  act 
for  Albany  wu  passed  July  5,  1755,  chap.  981. 
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they  complained  of  the  pernicious  effects  arising  from  the 
use  of  mm  among  them,  and  desired  it  might  not  be  sold 
in  tbeir  castles  or  conntries.  The  Mohawks  also  requested 
that  the  people  who  are  settled  there  might  not  be  suffered 
to  sell  this  liquor  to  them,  and  as  the  law  which  restrains 
the  sale  of  rum  to  the  Indians  has  proved  ineffectual,  I  must 
recommend  to  you  to  make  such  further  provision  as  will 
fully  answer  that  end.' 

It  may  be  proper  to  revise  the  Militia  act,  to  make  it 
more  effectual  for  the  purposes  intended,  and  to  insert  a 
clause  to  form  those  who  are  exempted  by  law,  yet  able  to 
bear  arms,  into  compani^  to  appear  once  a  year  and  as 
often  as  the  public  service  shall  require  it  for  the  defence 
of  the  Province,  and  to  provide  a  quantity  of  arms  and 
accoutrements  to  be  lodged  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Albany  to  be  ready  upon  any  emergency.* 

Qentlemek  op  the  OBNERAii  ASSEMBLY. — The  present 
exigency  calls  aloud  upon  you  for  supplies  to  assist  oup 
fellow  subjects  of  Virginia.  The  case  is  much  altered  since 
I  first  laid  before  you  the  encroachments  of  the  French. 
They  had  then  built  forts  only  on  the  Lake  Erie  and  at  the 
head  of  Beeve  River ;  they  have  now  descended  this  river 
to  the  Ohio,  and  thence  to  the  Monongahela,  and  have  de- 
feated his  Majesty's  troops  on  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  so  that 
by  these  steps  it  is  evident  the  case  has  now  happened  in 
whidi  you  engaged  by  your  resolution  of  the  13th  of  No- 
vonber  last  to  make  provision  for  assisting  any  of  the 

•  An  Mt  waa  puaed  July  S,  17SS,  cli&p  979,  to  prohibit  the  mI«  of  mm 
or  uqr  other  strong  liquora  to  any  ludisn  or  Indiani  withtn  tha  city  or  county 
of  Albany,  excepting  at  the  trading  houae,  and  to  prcTent  tha  buying,  ex- 
changing or  taking  in  pawn  of  or  from  any  of  the  laid  Indiana  any  arms, 
unmunitlon  or  clothing. 

4  A  militia  law  was  paased  Febmary  IB,  17fi5,  chap.  972,  which  among 
other  things,  provided  that  persona  thcretafore  exempted  from  military  duty, 
Bpeciflc«Ily  including  justice*  of  the  peace,  coroner*  and  all  other  offlcera  of 
court*,  and  achooi  masters,  should  form  a  reserve  force,  subject  to  be  called 
into  actual  aerviee  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
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neighboring  colonies  to  repel  force  by  force;  and  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  acquit  yourselves  as  becomes  yon  by 
dieerfully  giving  an  ample  supply  for  this  service,  and  that 
yon  will  at  the  same  time  make  a  suitable  provision  for  the 
other  services  which  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  Province 
demand  of  you.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Genbeal  Assembly. — 
The  things  I  have  recommended  to  you  highly  concern  his 
Majesty's  honor,  and  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  Prov- 
ince. "We  may  learn  from  the  relations  published  by  the 
French  that  they  have  long  had  a  design  upon  this  Prov- 
ince, plans  have  been  laid  for  its  conquest,  schemes  have 
been  formed  to  attack  Albany  and  this  city  at  the  same 
time;  the  former  by  a  land  force  from  Canada,  and  New 
York  by  a  naval  armament  They  would  gladly  be  masters 
of  a  country  that  must  soon  put  it  in  their  power  to  rednce 
the  Sis  Nations,  and  their  numerous  allies  to  an  entire  de- 
pendence on  tbem.  By  preventing  this,  you  will  go  a  great 
length  in  defeating  their  views  to  subject  the  whole  con- 
tinent to  the  French  yoke.  Let  me  therefore,  earnestly 
exhort  you  to  provide  in  time  for  your  security,  that  by 
effectually  fortifying  the  Province  the  future  schemes  or 
attempts  of  your  enemies  may  be  frustrated  and  rendered 
abortive." 

When  I  was  at  Albany,  I  proposed  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  several  governments  met  there,  the  building  forts 
in  proper  places  to  cover  the  northern  frontiers  of  this  and 
some  of  the  neighboring  Provinces,  and  forts  in  the  Indian 
countries,  but  without  any  effect.  They  seemed  so  fully 
persuaded  of  the  backwardness  of  the  several  Assemblies 
to  come  into  joint  and  vigorous  measures  that  they  were 
unwilling  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  these  matters, 
and  formed  a  plan  for  a  general  union  of  all  the  colonies, 
to  be  enforced  by  act  of  Parliament,  which,  together  with  a 
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represeotation  they  prepared  of  the  state  of  the  colomes, 
I  shall  order  to  be  laid  before  yon.' 

Q-BNTLEMEN. — I  need  not  recommend  unanimity  to  yon; 
the  matters  laid  before  you  are  of  such  importance  that 
they  will  naturally  lead  you  to  unite  yonr  utmost  endeavors 
to  bring  tbem  to  a  happy  conclusion.  It  will  give  me  the 
highest  satiBfaction  if  while  I  have  the  honor  of  the  admin- 
istration, something  effectual  be  done  to  assist  our  neigh- 
bors, and  to  strengthen  and  secure  ourselves.  Yon  will 
ever  find  me  ready  to  give  my  assent  to  any  bills  for  bis 
Majesty's  service  and  the  good  of  Uns  country. 

JAMES  DE  LANCET. 

City  of  New  York,  20th  of  August,  1754. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

August  21.  Transmitting  the  plan  for  a  onion  of  the 
colonies  lately  agreed  upon,  and  a  representation  concern- 
ing the  state  of  the  colonies  referred  to  in  the  Lieutenant- 
Govemor's  opening  speech,  together  with  papers  relating 
to  Indian  affairs.     (See  note  5.) 

August  22.  The  Assembly  in  an  address  to  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor approved  the  policy  of  union  among  the 
colonies,  observing  that  it  was  a  "  reciprocal  duty  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  to  each  other  in  case  of  any  invasion. " 
Comparing  the  situation  in  New  York  with  the  situation  in 
colonies  in  the  west  and  south,  the  Assembly  reminded  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  that  New  York  had  expended  nearly 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  the  late  projected  expedi- 
tion against  Canada,  saying  farther  that  "  our  frontiers 
were  depopulated  and  laid  waste,  while  our  neighbors  to 
the  southward  were  at  peace  and  strangers  to  any  consider- 
able expense,"  and  while  the  Assembly  believed  that  those 
colonies  should  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  for  their 

B  For  ft  note  on  the  Albai^  plan  of  nnion,  oee  fott,  p.  D77. 
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protection,  the  Lientenant-Govemor  was  assured  that  the 
Assembly  would  make  such  provision  for  the  assistance  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  as  the  circomstaoces  of  the 
colony  would  admit  of.    (See  note  1.) 

Considering  other  differences  in  the  relative  situation  of 
the  colonies,  the  Assembly  pointed  out  that  "  the  other 
colonies  make  themselves  strong  and  defensible  by  settling 
in  townships,  or  some  other  close  order,  while  our  frontier 
lands  are  granted  away  in  patents,  almost  without  bounds 
or  number,  regardless  of  settlements,  or  the  public  welfare. 
We  can  erect  forts  and  blockhouses,  but  to  what  endt 
Woods  and  uncultivated  tracts  are  not  the  objects  of  secur- 
ity; industry  is  to  be  protected,  and  men's  persons  to  be 
defended,  otherwise  little  good  will  accrue  to  the  public,  be 
the  expense  what  it  will." 

The  Assembly  approved  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  nego- 
tiations with  the  Indians  at  the  recent  interview  at  Albany. 
The  address  closed  with  a  request  that  the  Assembly  be 
permitted  to  adjourn  to  a  time  when  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient for  the  members  to  attend  its  sessions. 

Replying  to  this  address  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ex- 
pressed his  approbation  of  the  generous  assistance  to 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  promised  by  the  Assembly. 
(See  note  1.)  He  agreed  with  the  Assembly  that  "  settling 
in  townships  tends  to  make  a  country  strong  and  defensi- 
ble," and  said  he  would  endeavor  to  have  lands  granted  by 
him  speedily  and  closely  settled. 

August  22.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

August  24.  Transmitting  a  report  of  commissioners  to 
settle  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 

August  24.  Replying  to  the  Assembly's  request  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  gun-powder  recently  seized  by  the 
collector  of  customs,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said  the 
matter  was  still  pending  before  the  court  of  admiralty. 
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Angtist  28.  TrauBmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Din- 
widdle relating  to  affairs  of  Ohio,  as  also  some  other  papers 
relating  to  Indian  affairs. 

October  18.  The  Lieutenant-GoTemor  sent  a  message 
to  both  Houses  in  which  he  said : 

"A  few  days  after  your  recess,  I  received  advice  that  a 
body  of  French  Indians  had  made  an  incursion  into  this 
Province  and  destroyed  the  settlements  at  Hoseck,  and 
Sinkhait^  [Assembly  Journal  "  Sinkbaick"].  I  immedi- 
ately sent  orders  to  replace  the  stockades  where  wanting 
round  the  city  of  Albany,  and  to  repair  the  blockhouses; 
and  for  the  better  security  of  that  important  post,  I  ordered 
the  company  of  his  Majesty's  forces  from  this  place  to 
Albany,  detaining  here  only  a  sergeant,  and  the  invalids  to 
do  duty  in  Fort  George.  I  also,  by  the  advice  of  his 
Majesty's  Council,  directed  a  fort  to  be  built  on  Hudson's 
Biver  above  Albany;  bat  as  no  workmen  could  be  prevailed 
on  to  undertake  it  upon  the  credit  of  the  Province,  this 
necessary  service  is  left  undone."    (See  note  2.) 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  in  the  same  message  urged  the 
payment  of  the  claim  of  Col.  "William  Johnson,  and  of  other 
public  creditors.  Papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs  were 
also  transmitted  to  the  Assembly. 

October  25.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
message  to  both  Houses : 

"At  my  late  interview  with  the  Indians  in  Albany,  the 
Mohawks  of  the  lower  castle  made  their  complaints  to  me, 
principally  on  two  points.  That  they  had  never  sold  a 
large  tract  of  land  lying  between  Hudson's  and  the  Mohawk 
Biver  called  Kayoderosseras,  and  that  they  intended  the 
lands  which  the  Reverend  Barclay,  then  their  missionary, 
pnrdiased  of  them,  should  not  pass  in  fee,  but  remain  as  a 
glebe  forever  for  the  use  of  a  minister;  and  therefore  de- 
sired, I  would  pay  Mr.  Barclay  for  the  House,  and  set  apart 
the  land  for  that  purpose,  as  you  will  see  by  the  minntes 
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of  Conncil,  eopies  of  which  will  be  laid  before  you  herewith; 
I  have  mentioned  this  to  Mr.  Barclay,  and  he  has  gener- 
ously offered  to  take  up  with  the  money  he  has  disbursed 
on  that  place. 

The  Cannajoharie  or  upper  Mohawks,  also  desired  I 
would  have  a  church  built  at  that  castle,  a  request  of  such 
a  nature,  that  I  persuade  myself  you  will  in  Christian  com- 
passion to  those  people,  enable  me  to  comply  with,  and  to 
build  it  of  stone,  that  it  may  on  any  emergency  serve  as  a 
fort,  for  the  security  of  their  wives  and  children. 

The  Mohawks,  as  they  live  amongst  us,  are  always  at 
hand  to  assist  us,  and  in  the  late  war  showed  themselves 
ready  to  join  us  on  every  occasion,  and  on  their  fidelity 
depends  in  a  great  measure  that  of  the  other  nations.  It 
is  therefore  our  interest  to  give  them  all  reasonable  encour- 
agement, 80  that  I  must  recommend  it  to  you,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  these  purposes. 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

Other  papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs  were  also  trans- 
mitted to  the  Assembly. 

October  29.  Recommending  (at  the  request  of  the  Re- 
ceiver-General) that  a  more  effective  method  be  provided 
for  the  collection  of  quit  rents." 

November  8.  The  Assembly  having  presented  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  an  address  relative  to  the  New  Jersey 
boundary  line,  and  requesting  him  to  use  his  endeavors  to 
protect  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  from  encroach- 
ments by  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  and  to  assert  the  juris- 
diction of  New  York  until  the  King's  pleasure  could  be 
known,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  replied  by  saying  that  he 
wonld  CMUsider  the  address,  and  present  the  matter  to  the 
Council.  The  agitation  concerning  this  boundary  resulted 
in  a  law  which  was  passed  December  7,  1754,  chapter  969, 


<  This  recommendation  was  embodied  in  an  act  passed  July  6,  17S5,  chap. 
982,  for  the  more  easy  collection  of  quit  rents. 
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submitting  the  controversy  to  the  King  for  final  determina- 
tion, and  his  decision  was  to  be  binding  on  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  colony. 

November  14.  Transmitting  a  memorial  from  Captain 
John  Morke  containing  a  plan  for  the  conBtniction  of  a 
floating  battery,  also  suggestions  relative  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  naval  stores  and  the  preservation  of  timber. 

November  20.  In  a  message  accompanying  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Secretary  Eobinson,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter 
written  by  the  Secretary  to  Governor  Shirley  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  Laeutenant-Govemor  said : 

"I  flatter  myself  I  shall  have  your  aid  to  follow  the 
landable  example  of  our  neighbors  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  to  ratable  me  to  build  a  fort  in  such  a  place  on  Hudson's 
Kiver,  as  shall  be  thought  most  proper  for  his  Majesty's 
service  and  the  defence  of  our  northern  frontier;  and  that 
you  will  make  a  suitable  provision  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion, an  undertaking  so  visibly  calculated  for  the  advantage 
and  safety  of  the  colony.    (See  note  2.) 

You  have  already  shown  your  zeal  for  the  general  inter- 
est of  these  Provinces,  by  granting  five  thousand  pomids 
towards  the  assistance  of  Vii^nia;  I  am  therefore  fully 
persuaded  you  will  not  be  backward  in  granting  supplies 
for  the  security  of  this,  wherein  you  are  yourselves  so 
deeply  interested. 

The  officers  of  the  troops  in  garrison  at  Albany,  have 
represented  to  me  that  the  men  are  entirely  destitute  of 
bedding;  withont  which,  it  is  impossible,  from  the  coldness 
of  the  rooms,  they  can  subsist  this  winter,  having  nothing 
but  the  boards  to  lay  on.  The  defence  of  that  city  depends 
in  a  great  measure  upon  the  soldiery  there,  who  must  in- 
fallibly desert,  unless  you  by  a  seasonable  supply  relieve 
them;  which  his  Majesty's  service  obliges  me  to  recommend 
to  yon  to  provide  for  without  delay." 
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November  21.  The  subject  of  annual  appropriations  re- 
ceived the  special  consideratitm  of  the  Lieutenant-G-overoor 
in  the  following  message  to  the  Assembly : 

"  I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honor- 
able the  Lords  Conunissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
in  which,  after  observing  the  unreasonableness  of  the  As- 
sembly's meddling  in  the  executive  part  of  government,  and 
the  pri^riety  of  allowing  all  public  money  to  be  drawn  out 
of  the  Treasury  by  warrant  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
only,  agreeable  to  bis  Majesty's  instruction,  their  Lord- 
ships take  notice,  tiiat  as  it  is  a  point  insisted  on  by  you, 
that  the  revenue,  even  for  services  of  a  permanent  nature, 
should  be  granted  only  from  year  to  year,  they  are  afraid 
that  this  reserve  of  granting  the  revenue  only  annually  may 
from  time  to  time  revive  the  pretensions  of  the  Assembly 
to  a  share  in  the  executive  part  of  the  Government,  since 
such  annual  grants  may  be  annually  employed  to  the  pur- 
poses of  wresting  from  the  Crown  the  nomination  of  all 
officers,  whose  salaries  depend  upon  the  animal  appoint- 
ment of  the  Assembly;  and  of  disappointing  all  such  ser- 
vices of  government  as  may  be  necessary,  even  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  colony.  Their  Lordships  are  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  what  other  purposes  this  point,  so  strenuously 
insisted  on,  of  granting  the  revenue  only  from  year  to  year, 
can  serve;  for,  if  it  is  imagined  that  this  method  of  estab- 
lishing a  revenue  by  annual  grants,  is  the  only  one  by 
which  the  Province  can  be  secured  against  misapplications 
on  the  part  of  the  Governor,  or  other  (^cers  of  the  Crown, 
it  will  be  found  to  be  a  mistake;  and  that  it  is  strict  appro- 
priation which  produces  such  security,  and  not  the  mere 
mode  of  granting  the  revenue  annually,  which  of  itself  is 
of  no  eifect  at  all ;  and  if  directed  to  the  above  purposes, 
is  what  you  will  avow  yourselves ;  such  appropriation,  ac- 
companied with  proper  checks,  and  proper  penalties,  will 
be  found  more  effectual  to  prevent  misapplication,  and  to 
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pmush  it  if  attempted,  than  even  the  method  of  aimnal 
grants,  (which  is  the  case  of  services  of  a  permanent 
natnre,  and  necessary  to  the  very  being  of  the  colony,  is  an 
absurdity)  on  the  appointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part 
of  the  Assembly,  for  the  receipt  and  application  of  the  pub- 
lic money;  whereby  the  executive  power  of  the  Crown  is  in- 
vaded. If  the  Assembly  therefore  truly  and  sincerely  mean 
only  to  secure  the  revenue  which  they  grant  against  mis- 
application, which  is  an  object  not  only  laudable  in  itself, 
but  which  in  dnty  to  their  constituents  they  are  bound  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  by  every  method  whidi  their  constitu- 
tion admits,  and  which  is  not  absurd,  let  them  apply  them- 
selves to  apprppriate  their  grants,  both  of  a  permanent 
and  occasional  revenue  in  the  strictest  manner  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  intend  it.  Let  them  contrive  and  pro- 
pose snch  checks  as  they  judge  most  proper  to  prevent  mis- 
application, and  such  penalties  as  they  think  necessary  for 
pnniahing  it,  if  attempted.  There  is  nothing  in  such  meas- 
ures, either  contradictory  of  the  King's  instructions,  or 
invasive  of  his  prerogative,  and  it  seems  to  be  equally  the 
interest  of  the  Crown,  as  of  the  Province,  that  all  public 
money  should  be  truly  applied  to  its  service.  But  if  they 
persist  by  the  means  of  annual  grants,  either  to  attempt 
wresting  from  the  Crown  the  nomination  of  officers,  and 
any  other  executive  parts  of  the  government,  or  disap- 
pointing the  most  essential  services  of  the  Province,  unless 
such  pretensions  are  complied  with,  though  they  may  have 
succeeded  in  such  attempts,  either  by  the  weakness  and  cor- 
mption  of  Governors,  or  by  taking  advantage  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  times;  yet  these  attempts  are  so  nnconstitu-' 
tional,  so  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, as  well  as  of  the  Crown,  and  so  little  tending  to  the  real 
benefit  of  the  colony  itself,  that  it  will  be  found  they  flatter 
themselves  in  vain,  if  they  imagine  they  can  ever  give  them 
a  stability  and  perfnanenoy. 
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Therefore  their  Lordships  are  of  opinion  that  the  Coim- 
cil  did  right  in  refusing  their  assent  to  the  bill  sent  up  from 
your  House,  to  apply  several  sums  of  money  for  the  use 
and  security  of  this  colony;  and  I  hope  you  will  take  these 
weighty  reasons  into  your  most  serious  consideration,  and 
provide  a  permanent  revenue  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, in  such  manner  as  may  put  an  end  to  any  disputes 
on  that  head." 

Paper  currency  had  long  been  in  use  in  the  colony,  rep- 
resented chiefly  by  bills  of  credit,  but  the  volume  of  this 
currency  had  evidently  become  the  subject  of  serious  con- 
sideration by  the  home  government,  and  concerning  it  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  in  this  message  said : 

"There  is  another  point  in  their  Lordships  letter,  on 
which  it  is  proper  you  should  know  their  sentiments.  Their 
Lordships  are  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  nature  of  paper 
currency  in  general,  that  a  moderate  quantity,  issued  upon 
proper  security,  and  having  a  proper  fund  for  its  redemp- 
tion, within  a  reasonable  time,  may  operate  to  the  advan- 
tage of  a  colony,  and  may  also  be  the  least  burthensome 
method  of  levying  money  for  the  supply  and  support  of 
government ;  but  are  of  opinion,  that  the  making  such  paper 
money  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments,  is  unnecessary,  im- 
proper and  inconsistent  with  the  sense  of  Parliament,  and 
therefore  if  there  shouldbe  such  difficulties  in  raisingmoney 
in  the  present  emergency  in  the  usual  way,  as  might  be  an  in- 
ducement to  fall  into  this  method,  their  Lordships  think 
that  the  bills  ought  by  no  means  to  be  declared  legal  tender; 
and  that  the  interest  arising  from  the  loan  of  the  bills, 
should,  during  their  continuance,  be  appropriated  and  ap- 
plied to  the  services  of  government,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  his  Majesty's  instructions:  provided,  that  I  do 
not  give  my  assent  to  any  act  of  this  sort,  without  a  clause 
being  inserted  therein,  suspending  its  execution  until  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  be  known. 
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In  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  sndi  large  Bums  of 
money  are  necessary  for  putting  this  Province  in  a  respec- 
table posture,  and  for  securing  the  Indians  in  their  fidelity 
to  ns ;  that  I  am  content,  since  the  some  required  for  these 
servioes  cannot  be  timely  raised  in  the  nsnal  way,  to  give 
my  assent  to  an  act  for  emitting  Mis  of  credit  for  those 
purposes,  if  the  same  be  frfuned  conformable  to  the  above 
directions  to  me." 

November  27.  To  the  foregoing  message  the  Assembly 
replied  in  an  address  disclaiming  any  intention  to  encroadi 
upon  the  royal  prerogative,  but  declining  to  recede  from 
the  policy  of  annual  appropriations.  Conceding  the  neces- 
sity of  repairing  fortifications  and  constructing  new  ones, 
the  address  declares  that  in  view  of  the  heavy  expenditures 
incident  to  the  late  French  war,  from  the  effects  of  which 
the  colony  had  not  yet  recovered,  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  attempt  to  provide  funds  for  fortifications,  except  by  a 
paper  emission,  "  but  to  emit  bills  of  credit  without  making 
them  a  lawfal  tender,  we  are  confident,  will  be  absolutely 
useless  and  without  effect,  for  we  are  fully  persuaded,  that 
no  man  in  the  Province  will  be  willing  to  accept  of  that 
for  money,  which  he  knows  that  another  may  refuse  to  re- 
ceive as  money  from  him,  and  if  a  law,  even  under  this  re- 
striction, must  have  its  execution  suspended  till  his  Maj- 
esty's pleasure  can  be  known,  this  his  Majesty's  loyal 
colony  may  fall  a  prey  to  some  ambitious  avaricious  enemy, 
before  any  return  can  be  made." 

After  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  Assembly  could 
not  consistently  with  its  duty  to  its  constituents  pass  a 
money  bill  whose  operation  must  be  suspended  until  it 
could  receive  the  royal  approval,  the  address  concludes 
with  the  assurance  of  support  in  any  plan  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  might  deem  proper  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
another  fort  on  the  Hudson  River  north  of  Albany. 

On  the  public  presentation  of  this  address  by  the  1 
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biy,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  an  answer,  in  which 
he  said: 

"  The  minons  condition  of  the  fortifications,  the  neces- 
sity of  repairing  them,  and  of  erecting  others  for  the  secur- 
ity and  preservation  of  this  Country,  is  but  too  evident; 
and  this  is  the  strongest  motive  that  can  possibly  be  urged 
for  falling  upon  some  measures  effectaally  to  provide  for 
those  services.  And  as  I  am  equally  sensible  with  yon, 
from  the  present  circumetances  of  the  Province,  that  they 
are  not  to  be  done  without  a  paper  emission,  I  was  willing 
to  give  into  this  method  under  the  restrictions  contained  in 
my  instructions:  that  of  the  suspending  clause  is  not  new, 
and  has  been  formerly  observed  here;  and  that  the  bills 
should  not  be  declared  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments, 
was  thonght  necessary  from  the  great  abases  which  some 
of  the  colonies  had  run  into  by  large  paper  emissions,  upon 
slender  funds,  and  long  periods;  abuses  of  such  a  nature, 
as  occasioned  the  interposition  of  the  British  FarliameDt, 
to  whom  the  merchants  of  London  applied  for  relief,  as 
they  had  snffered  greatly  by  the  depreciation  of  the  bills, 
and  some  times  had  little  more  than  half  the  real  value 
of  the  effects  sold  but  a  few  years  before  remitted  to  them. 
The  paper  money  in  this  Province  hath  fallen  very  little  in 
its  value,  and  held  its  reputation,  so  that  twenty  shillings 
passes  now  equal  to  eight  or  nine  pounds,  of  the  bills  of 
some  other  Provinces,  owing  in  a  good  measure  to  the  solid 
funds  upon  which  the  bills  of  this  colony  were  emitted;  I 
must  therefore  recommend  to  your  consideration,  whether 
it  would  not  be  for  the  safety  of  the  Province  to  pass  a 
bill,  with  a  suspending  clause,  for  emitting  forty  thonsand 
pounds,  to  be  sunk  by  a  tax  of  five  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
on  estates  real  and  personal,  to  commence  in  the  year  1757, 
when  the  present  taxes  will  cease.  The  bills  to  be  declared 
not  a  legal  tender  for  the  debts  contracted  in  Great  Britain. 
As  this  fund  would  sink  the  bills  in  eight  years,  whic^  is  no 
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long  period,  I  am  persuaded  they  would  keep  np  their 
credit,  and  be  readily  received  in  all  payments;  and  I  de- 
sire you  to  bestow  your  attention  again  on  this  matter." 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  adopted  resolutions  adhering 
to  its  policy  as  expressed  in  the  foregoing  address,  and  de- 
clining to  pass  a  bUl  in  the  form  recommraided  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. 

December  7.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  March,  1755,  bat  on  the  10th  of  January,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  issued  a  proclamation  convening  the 
Assembly  on  the  4th  of  February. 

1755.  February  4.  The  Legislature  met  and  received 
trom  the  Lieutenant-Governor  the  following 

MESSAGE. 

Gbntlehbn. — I  thought  it  necessary  to  caU  you  together 
before  the  time  to  which  you  were  adjourned.  Two  causes 
have  principally  induced  me  to  take  this  step.  Since  your 
recess  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Bight  Honorable 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retaries of  State,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent  you, 
acquainting  me  with  the  measures  which  the  King  has 
thought  proper  to  take  for  the  defence  of  his  just  rights 
and  dominions  in  North  America,  and  for  the  security  and 
welfare  of  his  subjects  in  these  parts.  These  are  such 
proofs  of  bis  Majesty's  regard  to  us  as  ought  to  excite  us 
to  take  the  most  vigorous  steps  to  repel  our  common  dan- 
ger, and  rouse  up  that  emulation  and  spirit  which  every 
man  owes  at  this  time  to  his  Majesty,  the  public  and  him- 
self. I  do  therefore  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  yon 
that  in  duty  to  his  Majesty  and  in  gratitude  for  so  signal 
instances  of  his  paternal  care  of  you,  you  will  make  suffi- 
cient provision  to  enable  me  fully  to  come  up  to  what  his 
Majesty  so  justly  expects  at  your  hands. 

While  the  King's  troops  are  employed  in  the  defence  of 
36 
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bis  jofit  rights,  we  have  all  the  reason  under  God  to  expect 
a  happy  issue ;  and  from  the  maziios  and  practices  of  our 
foreign  neighbors,  have  we  not  cause  to  apprehend  that 
they  will  make  some  vigorous  push  to  revenge  themselves 
on  one  or  other  of  the  British  colonies,  and  Lf  we  continue 
in  our  present  defenceless  state,  what  more  probable  than 
that  they  will  bend  their  force  this  wayT  This  is  an  alarm- 
ing consideration,  and  I  hope  will  have  the  proper  weight 
with  yon  not  to  discourage,  bnt  rather  to  animate  you  to  fall 
upon  such  ways  and  methods  (they  are  in  your  own  power) 
as  will  encourage  men  with  alacrity  to  fight  for  the  honor 
of  their  King,  and  for  the  most  valuable  blessings,  their 
religion,  their  liberties,  and  their  property.  These  are  mo- 
tives which  would  inspire  any  man  of  courage.  But  what 
can  the  bravest  men  do  without  proper  works  to  cover  them 
find  annoy  the  enemy!  Let  me  therefore  exhort  you  to  put 
the  Province  in  such  a  posture  of  defence,  and  that  without 
delay,  that  whenever  an  enemy  shall  think  proper  to  visit 
us,  we  may  by  the  blessing  of  God  give  them  such  a  recep- 
tion as  may  discountenance  all  future  attempts  to  conquer 
and  enslave  us.  Besides,  there  is  this  very  considerable 
advantage  in  being  well  fortified,  that  an  enemy  will  not 
think  of  attacking  a  place  where  they  must  expect  a  very 
rough  treatment,  with  little  hopes  of  success. 

In  the  first  place  then,  the  fortifications  of  this  dty  ought 
to  be  repaired  or  altered,  and  other  worto  made,  where 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
and  the  assistance  of  the  best  engineers  that  can  be  had, 
shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  common  safety;  with  this 
view,  and  in  full  dependence  that  you  will  not  neglect  your 
own  security,  I  have  already  applied  to  General  Braddock 
to  send  an  able  engineer  to  this  place,  if  one  can  be  spared. 
Nothing  can  be  more  evident  to  a  considering  man,  than 
that  the  value  every  estate  in  the  Provtnce  depends  on  the 
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trade,  and  of  course  on  the  safety  of  this  city,  so  that  there 
is  the  highest  reason  it  should  be  effectually  secured. 

In  the  next  place,  our  northern  frontier  demands  your 
most  serious  attention.  The  city  of  Albany  is  in  such  a 
condition  as  draws  a  reproadi  upon  us  from  our  own  In- 
dians, at  the  same  time  that  it  greatly  discourages  them. 
They  publicly  declared  at  the  last  interview  that  it  was  a 
shame  to  see  us  so  open  and  defenseless,  and  said  that  the 
French  who  are  just  at  our  doors  could  come  in  at  night 
and  turn  us  all  out. 

Albany  should  therefore  be  strengthened,  for  if  that  be 
taken,  I  do  not  see  what  could  stop  an  enemy  from  passing 
on  the  west  side  of  Hudson's  Biver,  through  Ulster  and 
Orange,  even  into  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania,  and  being  mast- 
ers of  Albany,  they  would  cat  off  all  communication  between 
us  and  the  Indians,  and  the  settlements  on  the  Mohawk's 
River. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  a  strong  fort  built  in  some  ad- 
vanced place  on  Hudson's  Biver,  well  garrisoned,  and 
—hence  a  number  of  scouts  may  be  employed  to  gain  in- 
telligence and  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy  that 
the  inhabitants  may  be  on  their  guard  and  ready  to  receive 
them  and  be  able  to  intercept  any  small  parties  that  come  to 
disturb  or  destroy  the  out-settlements.  Such  a  fort  would 
be  of  service  to  the  whole  country. 

The  militia  act  should  be  made  more  effectual  to  compel 
men  to  do  their  duty  in  case  of  an  invasion. 

I  have  already  laid  before  you  several  of  these  matters 
and  others  relative  to  the  Indians ;  which  yon  will  take  into 
consideration.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioners for  Indian  Affairs  and  an  extract  of  another  I 
received  from  the  Corporation  of  Albany.  It  will  be 
proper  to  make  provision  for  contingent  services  suitable 
to  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and  as  an  interview  with  the 
Indians  may  be  necessary  this  year,  you  will  think  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  that  purpose. 
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Gentlemen. — The  services  I  have  now  recommended  to 
you  demand  a  large  supply  of  money;  bat  as  seonrity  can- 
not be  purchased  at  too  high  a  rate,  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  not  risk  losing  your  all  by  an  ill-timed  parsimony.  I 
can  have  no  interest  therein  but  what  is  yours.  Let  me  en- 
treat you  then  to  apply  yourselves  most  seriously  to  con- 
sider of  such  funds  as  will  be  sufficient  to  defray  all  the 
expenses  necessary  for  your  own  preservation  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  blessings  we  now  enjoy. 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

City  of  New  York,  4th  February,  1755. 

February  11.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  follow- 
ing message  to  both  Houses : 

"  There  is  at  this  time  a  very  pernicious  trade  carried  on 
from  this  Province,  which  deserves  your  consideration. 
The  French  at  Louisbourgh,  are  furnished  with  provisions 
from  this  and  some  of  the  northern  colonies,  whence  they 
supply  Canada  and  their  forces  on  the  Ohio,  and  are 
thereby  in  a  condition  to  support  themselves  in  their  en- 
croachments on  his  Majesty's  territories. 

I  therefore  think  it  will  be  for  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  general  safety,  that  a  law  be  passed  to  restrain  this 
evil  practice  and  impower  the  Commander-in-Chief,  with  the 
advice  of  his  Majesly's  Council,  to  put  a  stop  to  it  when 
necessary,  by  laying  such  penalties  on  the  owners,  freight- 
ers and  masters  of  vessels  using  this  trade,  as  may  dis- 
courage them  from  prosecuting  a  business  of  such  visible 
bad  consequences  to  the  general  interest.^ 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 


T  Four  acts  p»Med  In  176S,  Febnury  Iflth,  chap.  S71,  Ma;  3,  chap.  970, 
Julj  Sth,  chap.  083,  and  September  Itth,  chap.  969,  were  intended  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  proTiiioni  and  warlike  stores  from  the  colony,  and  ea- 
peclalljr  into  Fraioh  tanitoijr. 
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March  26.  The  approaching  war  is  indicated  in  the  fol- 
lowing message  sent  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  both 
Hooses : 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  with  the  arrival  of 
Q«neral  Braddock,  and  the  two  regiments  ordered  by  his 
Majesty  to  Virginia.  This  makes  it  necessary  for  me  again 
to  recommend  to  you  the  enabling  me  to  quarter  the  troops, 
impress  carriages,  and  provide  all  necessaries  for  such 
forces  as  shall  arrive  or  be  raised  within  thie  Government; 
these  being  services  of  a  local  and  peculiar  nature.  And 
further,  that  yon  would  raise  as  large  a  sum  as  can  be 
afforded,  as  your  contribution  to  a  common  fund  for  all 
articles  which  are  of  a  more  general  concern,  to  be  em- 
ployed provisionally  for  the  general  service  of  North 
America,  until  such  a  time  as  a  plan  of  general  union  of  his 
Majesty's  Northern  colonies  for  their  common  defence,  can 
be  perfected,  according  to  hia  Majesty's  pleasure  eignified 
to  me  by  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  from  the  Bight 
Honorable  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  already  laid  before  yon." 

I  send  you  herewith  copies  of  some  papers  I  received 
from  his  Excellency  Governor  Shirley,  which  are  of  sudi 
importance  as  require  your  early  and  most  serious  atten- 
tion, the  rather  as  the  measures  proposed  therein  tend  to 
unite  our  common  strength  for  our  common  defence,  and  I 
hope  will  lead  us  into  a  general  union  for  the  general  wel- 
fare. The  French  encroachments  are  chiefly  owing  to  the 
want  of  this.  If  the  British  colonies  act  in  (oncert,  they 
wUl  soon  be  able,  with  bis  Majesty's  assistance,  to  check 
and  remove  them.  You  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  so  re- 
gardless of  your  safety  as  to  neglect  the  means  and  meas- 
ures for  your  own  preservation,  but  in  this,  and  all  other 
instances,  show  your  readiness  to  join  with  the  other  colo- 

SAn  kct  passed  May  3,  17S5,  chap.  077,  provided  for  raiHing  and  Bnbalttfng 
eight  hundred  men  for  service  in  this  campaign,  l^e  act  also  appropriated 
ton  fboDsand  ponnds  for  general  militaiy  purposes.  An  impressment  Mt  wu 
also  paawd  May  3,  ITSC,  chap.  97S. 
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nies  in  all  reasonable  methods  to  protect  and  secure  yonr- 
selves,  and  the  common  IntereBt,  and  avoid  the  disad- 
vantageous imputation  of  backwardness  on  your  part,  to 
engage  in  a  plan  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

I  am  under  a  difficulty  to  get  the  garrison  of  Oswego 
supplied  with  provisions,  the  contractor  being  unwilling, 
by  reason  of  the  disappointments  in  his  pay,  to  disburse 
any  further  sums  in  that  service.  Tou  will  therefore  tiiink 
of  making  provision  that  the  public  may  not  suffer  through 
any  delay  of  payment,  and  particularly  that  this  garrison 
of  so  great  importance,  be  not  in  danger  of  being  lost 
JAMES  DELANCEY." 

Also  transmitting  papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs  and 
other  matters  of  importance. 

March  27.  A  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  this  message.  Both  Houses  adopted  a 
report  of  a  committee  approving  Governor  Shirley's  plan 
for  the  defence  of  the  colonies,  and  recommending  its 
adoption,  provided  it  should  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
General  appointed  to  command  the  British  forces.  The 
report  also  recommended  that  New  York  raise  and  subsist 
eight  hundred  men,  provided  Massachusetts  would  raise 
fourteen  hundred  men  according  to  the  apportionment 
made  by  the  Congress  held  at  Albany  in  the  preceding  June. 
{See  note  8.) 

April  23.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
message  to  both  Houses: 

"  Since  our  late  meeting,  I  have  been  at  Alexandria,  in 
Virginia,  to  confer  with  General  Braddock;  and  I  now 
acquaint  you,  that  he  approves  of  Governor  Shirley's  plan 
which  I  laid  before  you ;  so  that  you  will  proceed  with  the 
utmost  dispatch  on  the  ways  and  means  to  enable  me  to 
carry  into  execution  that  part  of  it  which  this  Province  has 
undertaken,  according  to  your  resolution  of  the  27th  of  last 
month.     (See  note  8.) 

JAMES  DELANCJET." 
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May  27.    Transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Secretary 
BobinsoQ,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said : 

"  During  your  recess  I  made  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Connecticut  to  raise  a  number  of  men  in  that 
colony,  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  and  have  obtained  leave 
to  raise  three  companies,  as  you  will  see  by  a  copy  of  the 
resolve  of  the  Assembly,  which  I  shall  order  to  be  laid 
before  you.  I  have  given  warrants  to  five  other  persons, 
sudi  as  were  recommended  to  me  as  able  to  raise  compa- 
nies, which  I  hope  they  will  soon  complete.  I  have  ordered 
cartouch  boxes  to  be  made,  this  article  being  omitted  in  the 
act  lately  passed,  and  which  you  will  now  provide  for.  I 
have  wrote  to  Governor  Dinwiddle,  requesting  the  loan  of 
arms  for  the  men,  but  have  as  yet  received  no  answer ;  it 
will  therefore  be  necessary  to  make  provision  for  a  supply 
of  arms,  in  case  we  should  be  disappointed  of  those.  It 
will  likewise  be  necessary  to  cause  such  forts  to  be  erected 
on  Hudson's  river,  and  in  other  places,  as  shall  be  thought 
expedient  for  securing  stores,  sheltering  men,  and  receiv- 
ing the  sick  and  wounded,  and  keeping  open  a  communica- 
tion between  Albany,  and  the  Provincial  Troops;  and  to 
build  a  proper  vessel  to  command  the  navigation  of  the 
lake,  and  thereby  deter  the  French  Indians  from  passing  , 
this  way.  You  are  well  apprized  that  the  assistance  of  a 
nmnber  of  Lidians  may  contribute  greatly  to  the  success 
of  the  present  expedition;  and  that  when  engaged,  they 
must  be  supplied  with  arms,  ammunition  and  provisions; 
and  as  these  things  cannot  be  executed  without  a  consider- 
able expense,  I  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  make 
immediate  provision  for  than,  by  furnishing  the  propor- 
tion of  this  colony  towards  this  common  charge,  and  the 
expenses  that  Major  General  Johnson,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Provincial  troops,  will  unavoidably  be  put  to ;  and  I 
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think  that  the  Provinces  concerned,  ought  to  make  him 
appointments  suitable  to  bis  rank  and  station." 

When  I  attended  General  Braddock,  and  Commodore 
Keppel,  Commander-in-Chief  of  bis  Majesty's  ships  in 
North  America,  with  several  of  the  Governors  of  the  Pro- 
vinces in  Council  at  Alexandria,  the  plan  of  operation  for 
this  summer  was  concerted;  one  article  of  whic^  will  be 
laid  before  you,  relating  to  the  presents  to  be  made  to  the 
Indians.  This  was  a  service  so  essentially  necessary,  that 
I  can  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  immediately  raise 
money  to  defray  that  part  of  it  which  I  imdertook  in  be- 
half of  this  Province.    [See  note  9.] 

General  Braddock  considering  the  fort  at  Oswego  as  a 
post  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  having  been  informed 
of  its  present  defenceless  condition,  and  the  weakness  of  its 
garrison,  has  ordered  the  effectives  of  the  two  independent 
companies  and  two  companies  of  Sir  William  Pep- 
pereirs  regiment  thither,  to  reinforce  it;  and  as 
this  service  required  the  utmost  dispatdi,  and  coald 
admit  of  no  delay,  and  that  a  post  of  so  great 
consequence  to  this,  and  the  other  colonies,  might  not 
be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  a  surprise  from,  the  French, 
who  pass  it  in  great  numhers  in  their  way  to  and  from  the 
Ohio,  I  thought  it  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  with  the 
■advice  of  the  Council,  I  ordered  battoes  to  be  bnilt,  and 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  to  be  supplied  out  of  the 
Five  thousand  pounds,  appropriated  among  others  for  the 
extraordinary  services  which  may  be  judged  necessary  for 
the  nse  and  security  of  this  colony,  in  this  critical  and  es- 
traordinary  conjuncture;  and  as  soon  as  the  accounts  of 
the  charges  are  brought  in,  I  shall  order  them  to  be  laid 
before  you.    The  importance  of  the  post,  the  necessity  of 

VAppropriationa  for  the  Crown  Point  expedition  w«re  inrlnded  in  an  act 
pasaed  July  5,  1755,  chap.  084,  Including  fhe  employment  of  Indiana.  The 
act  also  appropriated  eighteen  hundred  pounds  for  eight  hundred  sbuid  ot 
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a  speedy  reinforcement  of  men,  and  a  supply  of  provisions 
for  them,  induced  me  to  take  these  measures,  which  I  oon- 
eeived  to  be  of  the  utmost  service  to  this  and  his  Majesty's 
other  colonies,  as  they  secure  the  pass  into  the  Indian 
Country,  and  into  this  Province,  and  will  tend  to  encourage 
the  Five  Nations  to  declare  themselves  for  us,  when  they 
see  so  strong  a  garrison  at  that  place. 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

May  29.  Transmitting  several  papers  relating  to  the 
enterprise  of  erecting  forts  at  or  near  Crown  Point  (See 
note  9.) 

June  10.    Both  Houses  received  the  following  message: 

"  I  have  received  from  the  Honorable  Robert  Dinwiddle, 
Esq.,  Governor  of  Virginia,  six  hundred  stand  of  arms, 
and  their  proper  accoutrements,  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
raised  in  this  Province,  the  cost  of  them  and  the  reasons 
why  he  could  not  spare  two  hundred  more,  you  will  find 
in  the  copy  of  his  letter.  I  desire  you  will  make  provision 
for  sending  Governor  Dinwiddie  a  bill  of  exchange  for  the 
amount,  whidi  I  think  the  best  method,  or  find  means  to 
replace  the  like  number  and  of  equal  goodness.  (See 
note  9.) 

I  have  before  recommended  to  you  to  pass  a  bill  more 
effectually  to  restrain  and  prevent  the  selling  of  rum  to 
the  Indians;  complaints  of  this  abuse  are  frequent,  and  it 
may  Have  very  fatal  consequences,  and  therefore  I  again 
recommend  it  to  your  consideration,  and  that  you  would 
insert  a  clause  to  punish  the  buyers  or  pretended  exchang- 
ers, of  their  arms,  ammumtion,  or  clothing.  I  have  lately 
had  a  complaint  from  the  minister  of  Anchwidt,  and  a  fresh 
one  from  General  Johnson,  on  this  subject,  which  I  shall 
order  to  be  laid  before  you.  The  mischief  is  great  and 
growing,  and  requires  a  speedy  and  severe  remedy.  (See 
note  3.) 
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In  the  quotas  to  be  settled  for  ttie  contingent  cliarges 
which  may  arise,  none  of  the  colonies  ought  at  present  to 
be  considered,  but  such  as  are  engaged  in  the  expedition, 
least  the  service  should  suffer  by  it,  or  by  too  minute  a  cal- 
culation, the  proposed  expedition  is  of  such  consequence 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  retarded  by  any  light  consideration. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  General  of  Canada  had 
invited  the  Sis  Nations  to  a  meeting  this  spring,  at  Mon- 
treal, I  thought  it  necessary  to  use  my  endeavors  to  prevent 
it;  and  to  that  end,  sent  them  a  present  of  Indian  Com, 
and  directed  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  to  send 
a  proper  person  into  their  country  to  dissuade  them  from 
going  thither.  Mr.  Van  Schaick,  the  recorder  of  Albany, 
who  went  on  that  service  is  returned,  and  acquaints  me  by 
letter  that  he  had  left  them  in  very  good  humor;  that  they 
were  well  pleased  with  the  notice  taken  of  them,  and  that 
all  the  Six  Nations  were  seemingly  unanimons  in  contin- 
uing firmly  attached  to  his  Majesty's  interest.  This  ser- 
vice should  be  provided  for,  and  also  that  of  the  smiths  I 
sent  to  reside  in  the  Seneca's  country,  I  have  received  the 
account  of  those  who  were  at  Onondaga,  which  shall  be 
laid  before  you. 

I  have  received  good  accounts  of  the  levies  made  in 
Albany  and  Westchester  counties  for  the  service  of  this 
Province,  and  soon  expect  a  satisfactory  one  from  Gover- 
nor Fitch.  I  have  been  disappointed  on  Nassau  Island,  and 
have  sent  an  express  into  Dutchess  comity,  where  I  hope 
for  success;  but  that  a  service  which  so  nearly  concerns 
the  welfare  of  this  country,  may  not  be  retarded  or  frus- 
trated, I  must  in  the  most  earnest  manner  press  you  to 
enable  me  to  draft  out  of  the  militia,  such  a  number  of 
men  as  will  complete  the  eight  hundred,  voted  for  this  ex- 
]>edition.  I  am  astonished  at  the  backwardness  I  found  in 
Suffolk  county,  and  that  men  should  refuse  to  engage  in 
an  enterprise  so  evidently  calculated  for  the  safety  and 
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future  security  of  the  colonies.  I  hope  by  your  zeal  on 
this  occasion,  you  will  wipe  off  an  aspersion  that  may 
otherwise  be  cast  on  you.  It  is  bigh  time  we  should  exett 
ourselves  to  stop  up  a  passage  by  which  the  French,  (no 
less  barbarous  than  the  Indians)  send  their  savages  to 
murder,  scalp  and  lead  into  captivity  the  British  subjects; 
an  instance  of  which  I  had  this  morning  an  account  of 
from  Major  Vanderheyden,  who  informs  me,  that  at  Hoaeck 
the  French  Indians  had  murdered  and  scalped  one  boy,  and 
carried  away  two  others,  all  tbe  children  of  one. George 
Brinmier,  who  was  then  at  plough  in  his  field,  with  three 
of  his  sons.  .  These  things  are  not  to  be  endured;  exert 
yourselves  then  with  vigor  to  put  an  end  to  such  barbarities. 
JAMES  DEIANCEY." 

June  13.  Informing  the  Assembly  of  a  change  of  plan 
of  proposed  military  operations.  The  record  does  not  ex- 
plain the  proposed  change. 

June  17.  Transmitting  information  relative  to  the  ap- 
propriations being  made  by  Massachusetts  for  the  expedi- 
tion against  Crown  Point,  the  Lieutenant-Q-ovemor  said: 

"  My  opinion  is  that  yon  sbould  provide  the  sum  of  Two 
Thousand  Potmds,  being  one-fifth  part  of  the  computed  ex- 
pense of  the  train,  as  tbe  quota  of  this  Proviace,  to  be  laid 
out  in  such  articles  as  the  Governments  do  not  furnish,  and 
that  this  Province  do  take  the  like  proportion  out  of  the 
provisions  sent  by  Pennsylvania.  I  have  ordered  proper 
carriages  to  be  made  for  the  cannon,  and  shall  give  direc- 
tions for  a  quantity  of  shot  suitable  to  them,  and  for  such 
other  particulars  as  shall  be  thought  necessary,  whicli  the 
other  governments  may  have  omitted. 

I  think  it  requisite  a  sum  should  be  allowed  and  advanced 
by  each  Province  concerned  in  this  expedition,  to  defray  tbe 
expense  Major  General  Johnson  must  unavoidably  be  put 
to  on  this  occasion. 
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It  seems  very  expedient  that  a  sum  of  money,  as  fhe 
quota  of  this  colony  for  engaging  the  Indians  in  the  in- 
tended expedition,  should  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
proper  agent  at  Albany,  ready  to  be  paid  on  Major  General 
Johnson's  drafts,  that  the  service  may  be  carried  on  with 
vigor,  and  it  is  highly  reasonable  the  other  colonies  should 
have  an  agent  at  the  same  place  for  the  like  purpose,  and 
for  receiving  and  forwarding  intelligence  to  their  respec- 
tive governments. 

A  quarter  master  is  wanting  for  fhe  Provincial  regiment; 
as  he  is  a  necessary  ofBcer  you  will  provide  for  his  pay, 
and  I  will  commissionate  a  proper  person."    (See  note  9.) 

Jnne  17.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  Philip  Verplanck 
had  been  appointed  to  make  plana  for  fortifying  Albany, 
Schenectady  and  Kinderhook,  that  he  had  performed  that 
service,  and  recommending  an  appropriation  for  his  com- 
pensation and  expenses."* 

June  25.  Transmitting  papers  from  Governor  Shirley 
and  Major  General  Johnson  relating  to  the  expedition  to 
Crown  Point  and  to  Indian  affairs. 

June  30.  Transmitting  several  letters  from  Governor 
Shirley. 

July  4.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Governor 
Phips  and  also  a  resolution  by  the  Massachusetts  Assembly 
recommencing  that  New  York  if  need  be  raise  an  addi- 
tional number  of  men  for  the  Crown  Point  expedition. 

August  6.  The  Assembly  had  adjourned  from  July  5 
to  the  22d,  and  from  that  t^te  to  the  5th  of  August  The 
next  day  the  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following  mes- 
sage to  both  Eonses: 

"  I  have  again  called  you  together  sooner  than  I  ex- 
pected. The  defeat  of  the  troops  under  General  Braddock, 
and  the  retreat  of  the  whole  under  Col.  Dunbar,  make  it  nec- 


lopbilip  Verplanck'a  compeiuation  and  ezpeiwe*  wer«  provided  far  hj  n 
mtt  paawd  July  6,  1756,  chap.  084,  nUting  to  the  Crown  Point  expedlthm. 
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essary  for  all  the  colonieB  to  take  vigorous  meaBures  upon 
this  ineident.  The  French  will  exult  on  their  victory,  their 
Indians  will  be  more  insolent  than  ever,  and  ours  will  be 
more  disheartened.  The  French  will  endeavor  on  this  oc- 
casion to  improve  their  Interest,  and  to  make  deep  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  our  Indians  to  our  disadvantage,  who 
from  this  instance  may  be  persuaded  to  think  them  so  far 
superior  to  as  as,  out  of  fear,  either  not  to  assist,  or  per- 
haps abandon  us.  This  view  of  our  affairs,  calls  for  all  oar 
attention  to  remove  the  impression  the  disaster  may  cause, 
and  to  prevent  the  bad  consequences  that  may  flow'  from 
it.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  the  only  effectual  method  to  abate 
the  pride  of  the  French,  curb  the  insolence  of  their  Indians, 
and  confirm  and  animate  ours,  is  immediately  to  raise  more 
troops,  to  support  and  reinforce '  those  already  on  foot. 
We  have  the  means,  under  God,  in  our  power,  let  us  then 
with  unanimity,  spirit  and  resolution,  exert  those  means 
he  has  put  into  our  hands,  in  the  defence  of  our  religion  from 
popery,  our  persons  from  slavery,  and  our  property  from 
arbitrary  power.  The  safety  and  beiitg  of  the  British 
colonies  are  near  a  crisis.  It  behooves  us  therefore  to  take 
right  measures,  and  to  pursue  tliem  with  steadiness  and 
fortitude,  to  avert  the  evils,  the  detestable  evils,  which 
bondage  on  our  minds,  persons  and  estates,  carry  with  it. 
The  spirits  of  our  troops  may  be  somewhat  dampened  by 
the  accounts  of  the  unexpected  defeat  near  the  Monon- 
gahela,  and  nothing  will  probably  tend  more  to  reanimate 
them  than  our  proceeding  immediately  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional number  of  men  to  join  them.  Nor  can  anything  be 
more  effectual  to  confirm  our  Indians  in  flieir  dependence 
on  us,  than  to  show  them  we  have  strength  snfScient  to  pro- 
tect them,  defend  ourselves,  and  to  chastise  our  enemies. 
Let  it  be  exerted  with  the  utmost  vigor.  As  the  Provincial 
troops  are  already  on  their  march,  any  assistance  we  give 
them  must  be  sent  without  the  least  delay;  and  therefore, 
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if  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteera  do  not  offer,  it  is  neces- 
sary drafts  should  be  made,  that  the  succours  be  dispatched 
with  all  speed/* 

Gentlemen. — We  are  now  in  such  a  conjuncture  as 
makes  it  necessary  to  have  the  treasury  well  supplied,  to 
answer  any  emergency  and  sudden  call.  I  must  therefore 
recommend  to  you  to  provide  funds  for  that  purpose.  I 
have  thought  of  the  three  following:  A  poll  tax  of  ten 
shillings  or  more,  on  every  slave  from  fifteen  to  fifty  years 
of  age;  an  excise  upon  tea-,  and  a  stamp  duty.  The  first 
cannot  be  thought  heavy,  as  none  but  persons  of  soine  sub- 
stance possess  slaves,  and  the  tax  will  fall  equally  accord- 
ing to  men's  abilities;  the  second  is  a  tax  upon  a  super- 
fluity of  pernicious  consequence  to  the  healths  and  purses 
of  the  people,  and  therefore  a  proper  object  of  a  tax ;  and 
the  third  will  be  so  diffused  as  to  be  in  a  manner  insensible. 
I  would  have  you  take  these  things  under  your  consider- 
ation, and  if  they  appear  insufficient  for  the  services  we 
are  engaged  in,  I  must  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to 
make  an  addition  to  the  tax  on  estates  real  and  personal. 
We  are  all  so  deeply  concerned  in  the  operations  of  this 
year,  that  I  persuade  myself  you  will  do  all  that  is  in  your 
power  to  give  a  happy  issue  to  than. 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

At  the  same  time  the  Lieutenant-Governor  transmitted 
papers  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  including  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant-Governor  Phips  of  Massachusetts  relative  to 
raising  an  additional  number  of  men  to  facilitate  the  re- 
duction of  Crown  Point. 

August  12.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Shir- 
ley dated  August  7,  informing  the  Lieutenant-Governor 

11  August  11th,  the  Aaaenblj  puMd  an  act  to  proride  for  raising  four 
hundred  additional  men  for  th«  Croira  Point  expedition,  but  it  does  not  seem 
to  have  received  the  Counelra  aMent. 
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that  he  had  ordered  the  forces  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Dunbar  to  march  to  Albany." 

September  2.  The  Lieutenant-Qovernor  sent  the  follow- 
ing message  to  the  Assembly : 

"I  have  thought  it  necessary  again  call  you  together, 
that  you  might  be  apprized  of  the  steps  taking  by  some  of 
the  governments,  engaged  in  the  expedition  set  on  foot,  to 
remove  the  French  from  their  encroadmients  on  his  Maj- 
esty's territories  to  the  northward  of  Albany.  I  send  you 
copies  of  letters  I  received  from  General  Johnson,  with 
minutes  of  the  Councils  of  War,  held  at  the  Great-Carry- 
ing-Place, and  also  the  intelligence  I  have  had  from  the 
governments  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  are  raising  eight  hundred  men  to  reinforce 
the  Provincial  troopp  under  Major  General  Johnson,  and 
that  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  are  raising  fifteen  hundred 
men,  over  and  above  the  five  hundred  Governor  Fitch  was 
impowered  to  raise  by  a  vote  of  that  government.  The  zeal 
of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  on  this  occasion  cannot  be 
soffidlently  applauded;  they  are  exerting  themselves  in  a 
most  laudable  manner  for  the  general  benefit  of  all  the 
British  colonies,  even  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities,  as 
to  the  expense  which  must  necessarily  grow  from  raising 
and  supporting  the  thousand  men  they  now  have  with 
Major  General  Lyman,  and  these  two  thousand  additional 
men,  for  a  reinforcement  to  the  Provincials.  Upon  these 
considerations,  I  do  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  yon 
to  take  measures  suitable  to  this  occasion.  It  would  he  a 
most  sensible  mortification  to  me,  to  find  this  Province 
backward  in  hearing  their  share,  in  a  matter  so  nearly 
touching  their  honor,   their  interest,  and   perhaps   their 

U  An  act  puaed  Augiut  14th,  chap.  936,  providing  for  the  lale  of  certain 
provisioiu  in  Albany,  authorized  the  lue  of  a  part  of  the  proceedH  for  the 
Bubaittenoe  and  tranaportation  of  Col.  Punbafa  fonw  which  wu  to  be  aent 
to  Albany. 
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being.  This  Province  has  already  done  mu<di  for  their  seenr- 
ity,  and  contributed  their  full  quota  to  the  first  plan  of  the 
expedition;  go  on  then  to  accomplish  a  work  already  begun, 
exert  yourselves  so,  as  that  we  may  appear  with  credit,  and 
that  we  may  by  the  blessing  of  God  have  reason  to  expect  a 
happy  issue  to  our  undertakings  in  so  just  and  righteous 
a  cause.^ 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

GOVEKNOR  HARDY  ASSUMES  OFFICE. 

September  3.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  Kt.,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed Governor  by  a  Commission  dated  March  1,  1755, 
took  the  oath  of  office  and  published  his  commission. 

September  4.  Governor  Hardy  sent  the  following  mes- 
sage to  both  Houses : 

"  Mr.  Delancey,  the  late  Commander-in-Chief,  hath  com- 
municated to  me  the  message  and  intelligence,  he  lately  sent 
you;  and  it  gives  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  find  you 
already  so  far  engaged  in  a  matter  in  which  his  Majesty's 
service,  and  the  welfare  of  these  colonies,  is  so  much  inter- 
ested. The  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  with  which  you  have 
granted  the  necessary  supplies  for  this  important  service, 
are  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  the  good  dispositions 
of  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  give  me  the  greatest' 
hopes  that  you  will  upon  the  present  occasion,  (in  concur- 
rence with  the  neighboring  colonies  engaged  with  you)  add 
that  further  aid  and  assistance  which  appears  so  necessary. 
As  to  the  manner  of  doing  it,  you  will  consider  in  what  way 
the  state  and  circumstances  of  this  Province  are  best  able 
to  effect  it. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor,  from  his  attachment  to  his 
Majesty's  service,  and  great  knowledge  of  the  country,  has' 


18  The  Legislature  acted  promptly,  and  on  the  11th  of  September  pataed  a 
act,  chap,  98S,  appropriatinfi;  eight  thauiand  pounds  toward  the  e 
two  thoiuand  Connecticut  men  for  the  Crown  Point  expedition. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Sib  Chaslbs  Habdt,  1755.  577 

laid  this  matter  before  yon  in  a  way  that  leaves  me  nothing 
to  require,  but  that  you  would  proceed  with  the  utmost 
dispatoh  on  the  matters  recommended  In  this  message. 
CHARLES  HARDY." 

September  8.  Transmittir^  a  letter  from  Governor  FiU^ 
of  Connecticut  of  the  6th  instant,  relating  "  to  the  manner 
of  drawing  for  the  eight  thousand  pounds,  contributed  to 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  towards  the  two  thousand  men 
now  levying  in  the  said  colony;  wherein  the  said  governor 
gratefully  thanked  this  colony  for  the  said  contribution. 
Which  letter  being  read,  Govemor  Fitch's  request  with 
raspect  to  the  drawing  of  said  money  was  agreed  to." 

September  8  and  9.  ThanMng  the  Council  and  Assembly 
respectively  for  its  congratulatory  address. 

September  11.  The  Assembly  was  prorc^^ued  to  the  30th 
instant. 

ALBANY  PLAN  OF  UNION,  1754. 


This  plan  of  xmion  was  proposed  by  a  convention  or  con- 
gress composed  of  25  members,  which  met  at  Albany  in 
June,  1754.  The  congress  had  its  inception  in  a  letter  from 
the  Lords  of  Trade  to  Govemor  Osbom,  dated  September 
18,  1753.  The  Govemor  had  already  sailed  for  New  York, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  7th  of  October,  but  the  letter  was 
not  received  until  some  time  after  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  12th.  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey,  having  as- 
sumed the  executive  office,  the  letter  came  into  his  hands, 
and  its  directions  were  executed  by  him.  This  letter  re- 
minded Govemor  Osbom  that  it  had  been  usual  on  former 
occasions,  when  an  interview  had  been  held  "  with  the  In- 
dians, for  the  other  neighboring  governments  in  alliance 
with  them  to  send  commissioners  to  be  joined  with  those  of 
New  York,"  and  the  letter  stated  that  communications  had 
87 
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been  sent  to  the  Governors  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Jersey,  "desiring  them  to  represent  to  their  respective 
Assemblies  the  utility  and  necessity  of  this  measure,  and.  to 
urge  them  to  make  proper  provision  for  it."  The  Governor 
was  required  to  give  early  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting, 
and  it  was  recommended  that  all  the  Provinces  be  if 
practicable  comprised  in  one  general  treaty  to  be  made  in 
his  Majesty's  name,  it  appearing  to  us  that  the  practice  of 
each  Province  making  a  separate  treaty  for  itself  in  its  own 
name  is  very  improper  and  may  be  attended  with  great  in- 
oonveniency  to  his  Majesty's  service." 

The  letters  to  the  other  Governors  were  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  with  the  letter  to  him,  and  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1753,  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey, 
writing  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  these  letters,  and  said  he  had  forwarded  them  according 
to  their  directions  with  a  notice  that  he  had  appointed  the 
interview  with  the  Indians  to  be  held  at  Albany,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  1754.  (Col.  Doc.,  vol.  6,  p.  817.)  Commissioners 
were  present  from  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
South  Carolina  were  not  represented  in  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  was  called  primarily  to  consider  questions 
relating  to  Indian  affairs  and  the  defence  of  the  colony,  but 
the  commissioners  from  Massachusetts  received  additional 
authority  to  enter  "into  articles  of  union  and  confederation 
with  the  aforesaid  governments  for  the  general  defence  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  and  interests  in  North  America  as 
well  in  time  of  peace  as  in  war."  After  deliberating  sev- 
eral days  on  Indian  affairs,  the  convention  nnanimonsly 
resolved  to  consider  the  question  of  colonial  union,  and 
finally  adopted  the  plan  which  is  the  subject  of  this  note. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  a  commissioner  from  Pennsylvania, 
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was  the  leading  spirit  in  promoting  and  arranging  the  plan 
for  a  general  imion  of  the  colonies.  The  Congress  met  at 
Alhany,  June  19,  1754,  and  the  plan  was  adopted  on  the 
10th  of  July.  It  is  often  referred  to  in  official  correspond- 
ence of  the  period,  as  the  "Albany  Plan,"  and  in  the  instru- 
ment itself  the  plan  is  sometimes  called  a  constitution.  In 
some  particulars  it  resembles  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  and  the  subsequent  Federal 
Constitution.  The  text  of  the  plan  is  given  in  New  York 
Colonial  Documents,  volume  6,  page  889,  in  O'CaUaghan's 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  volume  2,  page  612, 
in  the  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts  Historical  Records, 
and  also  in  Franklin's  Works. 

By  the  terms  of  the  instrument,  application  was  to  be 
made  for  an  act  of  Parliament  providing  for  "  one  general 
government "  in  America,  to  include  all  the  colonies,  each 
colony  to  retain  its  existing  constitution  except  as  modified 
by  the  act  of  Parliament. 

The  new  government  was  to  be  administered  by  a 
'*  president  general,"  to  be  appointed  and  supported  by  the 
Crown,  and  a  "Grand  Council"  composed  of  delegates 
chosen  by  the  several  colonial  Aasemblies. 

New  York  was  to  have  four  delegates,  Massachusetts  Bay 
seven.  New  Hampshire  two,  Connecticut  five,  Rhode  Island 
two,  New  Jersey  three,  Pennsylvania  six,  Maryland  four, 
Virginia  seven,  North  Carolina  four,  and  South  Carolina 
four,  making  a  Council  of  forty-eight  members. 

Members  of  the  Council  were  to  hold  ofBee  three  years, 
and  the  first  meeting  was  to  he  held  iu  Philadelphia. 

After  the  first  three  years,  the  ratio  of  representation 
was  to  be  determined  according  to  the  amount  contributed 
by  each  colony  to  the  general  treasury. 

The  Council  was  required  to  meet  at  least  once  iu  each 
year.  A  quorum  was  to  consist  of  twenty-five  members 
"  among  whom  there  shall  be  one  or  more  from  a  majority 
of  the  colonies." 
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The  ConDcU  was  to  choose  its  own  Speaker,  and  "  shall 
neither  be  dissolved,  prorogued,  nor  continue  sitting  longer 
than  six  weeks  at  one  time,  without  their  own  consent,  or 
the  special  command  of  the  Crown." 

Provision  was  made  for  a  per  diem  compensation  to  the 
members,  and  also  for  their  traveling  expenses. 

No  act  of  the  Grand  Council  waa  to  be  valid  without  the 
assent  of  the  President  General,  and  be  was  required  to 
carry  all  sudi  acts  into  execution. 

The  President  General  and  Grand  Council  were  given 
exclusive  control  of  Indian  affairs,  including  the  power  to 
make  peace  and  declare  war,  regulate  Indian  trade,  pur- 
chase Indian  lands  for  the  Crown,  provide  for  settlements 
on  such  lands  by  grants  thereof  in  the  King's  name,  reserv- 
ing quit  rents  to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury,  and  to 
"  make  laws  for  regulating  and  governing  sudi  new  settle- 
ments, until  the  Crown  shall  think  fit  to  form  them  into 
particular  governments." 

The  President  General  and  Grand  Coundl  might  also 
"raise  and  pay  soldiers,  and  build  forts  for  the  defence 
of  any  of  the  colonies,  and  equip  vessels  of  force  to  guard 
the  coasts  and  protect  the  trade  of  the  ocean,  lakes  or  great 
rivers." 

The  President  General  and  Grand  Council  were  vested 
with  power  to  "  make  laws  and  lay  and  levy  such  general 
duties,  imposts  or  taxes  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  equal 
and  just,"  and  the  plan  also  provided  for  the  appropriation 
and  application  of  public  funds.  The  "  general  accounts  " 
were  to  be  settled  annually  and  reported  to  the  several 
Assemblies. 

Following  the  provision  usually  inserted  in  commissions 
and  instructions  to  colonial  Governors,  the  plan  provided 
that  laws  passed  by  the  Grand  Coundl "  shall  not  be  repug- 
nant, but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, and  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  King  in  Council  for 
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approbation,  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  their  passing,  and  if 
not  disapproved  within  three  years  after  presentation  to 
remain  in  force." 

"In  case  of  the  death  of  the  President  General,  the 
Speaker  of  the  Grand  Council  for  the  time  being  shall 
succeed  and  be  vested  -with  the  same  powers  and  authori- 
ties, to  continue  until  the  King's  pleasure  be  known." 

Military  and  naval  officers  were  to  be  nominated  by  the 
President  General  and  confirmed  by  the  Grand  Council. 
Civil  officers  were  to  be  nominated  by  the  Grand  Council 
and  approved  by  the  President  General.  Vacancies  were 
to  be  filled  temporarily  by  the  Governor  of  the  colony  in 
which  such  vacancy  might  happen.  Existing  civil  and  mili- 
tary establishments  in  the  several  colonies  were  continued 
without  change. 

The  plan  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  several  oolonies  for 
ratification. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  1754,  LieutenanUGoveraor  De  Lan- 
cey  transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Congress,  including  the  proposed  plan  of 
union.  On  the  29th  of  October,  the  Lords  of  Trade  trans- 
mitted the  plan  to  the  King,  accompanied  by  a  "  repre- 
sentation "  containing  a  synopsis  of  the  plan  with  some 
conunenta,  but  no  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  that  part  of 
the  plan  relating  to  a  general  union  of  the  colonies. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  coincidence  that  on  the  14th  of  June, 
1754,  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners from  the  several  colonies,  of  which  the  home 
government  had  already  been  informed  by  Lieutenant- 
Governor  De  Lancey,  the  King  gave  directions  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade  to  prepare  a  *'  plan  of  general  concert "  for  the 
"  mutual  and  common  defence  "  of  the  colonies,  "  and  to 
prevent  or  remove  any  encroachments  upon  his  Majesty's 
dominions,"  which  plan  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Govemora 
of  the  American  colonies. 
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On  the  9th  of  Augast,  the  Lords  of  Trade  reported  a 
general  plan  in  conformity  to  the  King's  instructions.  It 
consisted  chiefly  of  provisions  relating  to  military  and  In- 
dian affairs,  including  fortifications  and  operations  in  time 
of  war.  It  emphasized  the  importance  of  putting  Indian 
affairs  under  one  general  direction,  and  the  Immediate 
necesmty  of  a  imion  of  the  colonies  for  the  purposes  em- 
braced in  the  plan,  and  for  the  purpose  of  consummating 
the  object  of  the  plan,  it  was  recommended  that  a  Conven- 
tion be  called,  to  which  each  colony  was  to  send  one  dele- 
gate. This  convention  was  to  be  authorized  to  determine 
all  questions  relating  to  the  number  of  forts  and  troc^s 
which  might  be  needed,  and  to  apportion  the  expense  of 
the  united  military  establishment  among  th«  colonies  ac- 
cording to  the  "  niunber  of  inhabitants,  trade,  wealth  and 
revenue  of  each  colony."  A  Commander-in-Chief  of  all 
the  military  forces  in  the  colonies  was  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Crown.  No  general  treasury  was  provided  for,  but 
drafts  for  expenses  incident  to  the  united  military  estab- 
lishment were  to  be  drawn  upon  the  treasuries  of  the  several 
colonies  according  to  their  respective  apportionments.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  was  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the 
colonies,  and  also  to  the  home  government,  and  each  colony 
might  provide  for  inspection  of  fortifications.  The  plan 
which  might  be  adopted  by  the  convention  was  subject  to 
royal  approval. 

The  Albany  plan  of  union  was  never  consummated.  It 
it  said  that  it  was  disapproved  by  the  home  government 
because  it  encroached  too  much  on  the  royal  prerogative, 
and  that  it  was  disapproved  by  the  colonies  because  it  did 
not  give  sufficient  independence.  It  is  worth  while  to  re- 
member that  the  phrase  "  articles  of  confederation  "  used 
in  the  appointment  of  the  Massachusetts  commissioners  in 
1754,  was  adopted  twenty-four  years  later  (1778),  as  the 
name  of  the  instrument  which  embodied  the  union  of  the 
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colonies  during  the  Bevolution,  and  that  two  members  of 
the  Albfiny  Congress,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Stephen 
Hopkins,  were,  twenty-two  years  afterwards,  members  of 
the  Continental  Congress  that  framed  and  promulgated 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

No  action  seems  to  have  been  taken  in  the  colonies  on 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Lords  of  Trade. 


Sir  CHARLES  HARDY,  Governor. 

The  session  opened  December  2d,  and  the  next  day  the 
Oovemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Oektlehen  of  the  ConKciL  AND  Genebal  Assembly. — 
His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  by  his  royal  commission 
to  constitute  me  his  Captain-General  and  Govemor-in-Chief 
of  this  Province,  my  departure  from  England  was  no  longer 
delayed  than  in  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  it. 
Upon  my  arrival  I  found  this  and  several  other  of  his 
Majesty's  colonies  cheerfully  engaged  in  an  expedition  for 
removing  the  French  encroachments  at  Crown  Point,  and 
soon  after  received  an  account  of  the  action  on  the  8th  of 
September  last,  between  the  Provincial  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Johnson  and  the  forces  under 
the  French  General  the  Baron  de  Dieskan,  in  which  the 
latter  were  repulsed  and  himself  taken. 

On  the  fourteenth  I  embarked  for  Albany,  to  reside 
there  during  the  further  prosecution  of  this  design,  that  I 
might  be  nearer  at  hand  to  render  every  assistance  in  my 
power  tb  promote  the  success  of  it,  which  I  am  sorry  is  not 
eqnal  to  the  expectations  we  flattered  ourselves  with. 
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Two  forts  have  been  erected  by  the  army,  one  at  the 
Great-Carrying-Place  on  Hudson's  Kiver,  and  the  other  at 
the  south  end  of  Lake  George.  These  forts  will  not  only 
facilitate  any  farther  attempt  against  the  enemy  on  that 
qnarter,  but  if  properly  maintained  and  garrisoned,  tend 
greatly  to  the  security  of  the  country.  Before  I  left 
Albany  measures  were  concerted  for  placing  garrisons  in 
them,  and  commissioners  in  the  behalf  of  this  Province, 
the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut are  gone  to  the  camp  to  settle  everything  relative 
to  the  garrisons,  and  when  fixed,  to  discharge  the  rest  of 
the  forces,  conformable  to  an  agreement,  wbidi  with  other 
papers  necessary  for  your  information  I  shall  order  to  be 
laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen. —  I  am  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  recom- 
mend to  you,  in  his  name,  without  delay  to  consider  of  a 
proper  law  to  be  passed  for  settling  a  permanent  revenue 
upon  a  solid  foundation,  for  defraying  the  necessary  and 
established  charges  of  government,  taking  care  that  snch 
law  shall  be  indefinite  without  limitation  of  time,  and  that 
provision  be  made  therein  for  a  competent  salary  to  the 
Captains  General  and  Govemors-iu-Chief  of  this  his 
Majesty's  Province,  and  likewise  for  competent  salaries  to 
all  judges,  justices  and  other  necessary  and  usual  officers 
and  ministers  of  government,  and  also  for  a  certain  per- 
manent fund  for  repairing  and  maintaining  the  fortifica- 
tions, for  making  annual  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  for 
the  other  contii^nt  expenses  attending  that  service;  and 
in  general  for  all  such  other  charges  of  government  as  may 
be  fixed  or  ascertained.' 

As  the  act  to  r^ulate  the  militia  of  this  colony  will 
expire  by  its  own  limitation  on  the  19th  day  of  February 
next,  I  must  recommend  to  you  the  continuing  of  that  use- 

iThe  general  appropriation  act,  chap.  994,  pasaed  December  23,  175S,  wu 
limited  to  one  ^ear,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  which  bnd  already  beeom« 
firmly  established. 
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ful  law,  with  sudi  alterations  or  amendments  as  may 
appear  to  you  to  be  necessary.* 

G-BTTnLEMEB  OF  THE  GENERAL  AflSEMBLT. — From  my  short 
residence  in  this  Province  it  cannot  be  expected  I  should 
point  out  to  you  any  new  funds  for  raising  the  necessary 
supplies.  You  will  consider  of  the  revenue  his  Majesty 
demands  of  you  for  the  support  of  his  g^)vemment,  and 
if  the  fund  heretofore  established  for  this  service  appear 
insufficient,  you  will  fall  upon  such  others  as  will  effectually 
answer  his  Majesty's  just  eiEpectations.  I  shall  only  recom- 
mend to  you  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  laying  any 
further  impositions  on  trade,  upon  the  encouragement  of 
which  the  prosperity  of  every  trading  country  principally 
depends. 

As  the  two  forts  built  by  the  provincial  forces  are  to  be 
garrisoned  by  a  proportion  of  the  troops  raised  by  each 
government,  I  must  recommend  it  to  you  to  provide  your 
quota  of  that  expense,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  what 
is  still  due  to  the  troops,  and  such  contingent  charges  as 
have  arisen  in  the  course  of  this  service.' 

0ENTLEUEN   OF   THE   COUNCIL   AND   Q-ENERAL  AsSEMBLT. 

His  Majesty  ever  zealous  in  promoting  the  happiness  of 
his  people  is  taking  such  measures  to  vindicate  the  honor 
of  his  OrowD,  and  for  the  defence  of  his  undoubted  right 
and  dominion  as  must  excite  in  all  his  subjects  the  highest 
sentiments  of  duty  and  gratitude,  and  as  from  the  present 
critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  a  rupture  with  Prance  may 
be  soon  expected,  and  the  French,  even  at  this  time  are 
using  strong  efforts  to  distress  these  colonies,  it  behoves 
every  one  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability.  I 
shall  not  therefore  doubt  of  your  enabling  me  to  enter  into 


3  A  militia  Uw  was  p&seed  PebruAir  19,  1756,  chap.  906. 

B  An  act  for  the  paj'ment  of  the  debts  of  the  colony  and  for  other  pnrpoaea, 
chapter  1008,  passed  April  1st,  made  an  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  troop* 
garrSsoned  at  Fort  William  Henij  and  Fort  Edward. 
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and  pursue  such  measures  as  shall  appear  necessary  for 
our  own,  and  the  defence  of  all  his  Majesty's  colonies,  the 
prosperity  of  which  I  hope  in  the  course  of  my  administra- 
tion to  convince  you  I  have  moat  warmly  at  heart. 

CHAS.  HAEDY. 
Fort  George  New  York 
3d  December  1755. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

December  5.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

December  10.  The  Assembly  on  this  day  presented  to 
the  Governor  an  address,  containing  the  following  sugges- 
tions concerning  revenue  laws: 

' '  We  wish  we  could,  with  equal  satisfaction,  reconcile  to 
ourselves  your  Excellency's  recommendation  of  an  indefi- 
nite support;  but  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  we  have  no  permanent  funds  on  which  to 
establish  such  a  revenue,  nor  do  any  occur  to  us  without 
very  apparent  inconveniences  to  our  constituents.  We 
therefore  most  humbly  hope  we  shall  stand  acquitted  in 
the  eyes  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  if  we  decline  a 
measure  so  directly  opposite  to  the  sentiments  of  almost 
every  individual  of  the  colony.  We  cannot  leave  this  sub- 
ject without  disclosing  to  your  Excellency  the  concern  it 
gives  us,  that  this  his  Majesty's  loyal  colony,  which,  though 
small  in  numbers,  has  cheerfully  bore  very  heavy  expenses, 
and  particularly  supported  its  Governors,  and  other  officers 
of  government,  in  a  more  liberal  manner  than  most  others 
on  the  Continent,  should  be  required  to  pursue  measures 
hitherto  unknown  to  it,  whilst  the  rest,  almost  without 
exception,  are  left  to  practice  the  very  measures  denied 
to  us."    (See  note  1.) 

The  Governor  in  the  course  of  his  reply  to  this  address 
said,  referring  to  the  Crown  Point  expedition : 

"  The  advantages  gained  by  the  Provincial  forces,  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Johnson,  have  certainly 
conduced  to  the  safety  of  the  colonies  in  general,  and  the 
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forts  oonBtructed  by  them,  if  properly  garrisoned,  wUl  pro- 
tect the  people  from  the  attempts  of  the  enemy." 

Discussing  the  revenue  question  the  Governor  said: 

*'  His  Majesty  having  constituted  this  his  Province  into 
a  Govermnent  justly  expects  a  support  of  that  government, 
by  a  permanent  revenue,  settled  by  a  law  that  shall  be  in- 
definite ;  and  as  to  the  funds  or  means  of  raising  that  sup- 
port, it  lies  with  you  the  Representatives  of  the  People." 
(See  note  1.) 

December  12.  Transmitting  papers  from  the  commis- 
sioners for  paying  the  forces  at  Albany. 

December  17.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  both  Houses: 

"I  send  you  a  letter  with  several  affidavits  and  other 
papers,  which  I  received  yesterday  from  Col.  Dekey,  by 
express,  from  whence  it  appears  that  the  Indians,  infesting 
the  Northern  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  near  the  Biver  Dela- 
ware, have  lately  murdered  several  persons,  and  burnt  the 
houses  within  a  few  miles  of  the  settlements  in  this  Prov- 
ince, and  New  Jersey.  Upon  advice  some  days  since,  that 
they  had  appeared  in  Minisink,  I  ordered  a  detachment  of 
thirty  men,  from  eat^  of  the  regiments  in  Orange  county, 
and  sixty  from  Ulster,  to  march  to  the  frontiers  in  order 
to  protect  the  settlers,  and  prevent  them  from  deserting 
their  habitations.  The  detachment  of  Col.  Dekey's  regi- 
ment is  already  marched,  and  I  expect  the  others  will  soon 
follow,  which  I  hope  (in  conjunction  with  those  of  New 
Jersey)  will  prove  a  sufficient  force  to  repel  the  enemy;  if 
not,  the  detachments  are  to  be  augmented  as  shall  be  found 
necessary. 

This  dnty  will  fall  very  unequally  on  the  people,  by  being 
confined  to  the  militia  of  those  two  counties,  who  besides 
their  own  personal  service,  must  furnish  themselves  with 
provisions  and  ammunition,  an  expense  which  some  of . 
Giem  are  unable  to  bear.    I  therefore  recommend  it  to  yon. 
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to  make  a  suitable  allowance  to  all  such  as  shall  be  ordered 
upon  this  service,  that  the  militia  may  not  be  backward 
for  want  of  proper  encouragement,  and  also  to  enable  me 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  according  to  the  intelligence  I  may  receive  from 
time  to  time/ 

You  will  perceive  by  several  other  papers  I  now  send 
yon,  relative  to  the  garrisoning  Fort  Edward  and  Fort 
William  Henry,  that  the  quota  to  be  furnished  by  this  Prov- 
ince is  not  yet  complete.  These  forts  are  of  such  impor- 
tance, that  I  must  recommend  the  preparing  a  bill  for 
drafting  men  out  of  the  militia  of  the  neighboring  counties, 
if  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  do  not  offer  for  this 
service." 

CHAKLES  HABDY." 

December  19.  Transmitting  accounts  relative  to  the 
Crown  Point  expedition.' 

1756.  January  8.  Transmitting  an  "  additional  instruc- 
tion" from  the  Lord  Justices  of  England,  requiring  the 
Governor  to  recommend  a  law  providing  for  the  payment 
of  one  half  of  the  expense  of  settling  the  boundary  line 
between  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  the  latter  colony  hav- 
ing agreed  to  pay  the  other  moiety.  The  Governor  also 
recommended  that  measures  be  immediately  adopted  for 

<Chap.  1008  ftbo  made  provigion  for  pacing  sixty  rangers. 

B  ^  chap.  0Q3,  pused  December  33,  IT55,  the  Governor  wu  anthDrixed  to 
detaeh  militia  from  Albany  and  DutcbesB  oountiea  for  the  garrisons  at  Fort 
Edward  and  Fort  William  Henry. 

TThiB  recommendation  was  answered  by  an  act  passed  April  1,  chap.  1009, 
which  provided  for  raising  seventeen  hundred  and  fifteen  men  for  the  Crown 
Point  expedition  and  for  serrice  on  the  frontiers.  An  additional  number 
bad  been  recommended  by  the  Governor  in  a  message  of  March  4th.  By  Uiis 
act  one  thousand  three  hundred  fifteen  men  were  to  be  employed  in  the 
Crown  Point  expedition.  Another  act  passed  May  4,  176fl,  chap,  1013,  au- 
thorlied  tbe  GoTemor  to  detaeh  militia  for  this  expedition  if  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  bad  not  already  volunteered,  and  the  act  prescribed  tbe 
munber  of  militia  which  might  be  detached  in  each  county  for  this  servlctt. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Sib  Chableb  Habdx,  1756.  589 

settling  the  controversy  relative  to  the  boundary  line 
between  this  colony  and  Masaachnsetts.  The  Governor 
recommended  that  the  Legislature  make  provuion  for 
quartering  soldiers,  with  proper  aUowances  therefor." 

January  10.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  General  Shirley 
relative  to  a  proposed  expedition  against  Ticonderoga. 
Continuing  the  Governor  said: 

"An  express  which  arrived  here  at  noon  this  day, 
brought  me  a  letter  from  Col.  Dekey,  with  several  affidavits, 
which  I  now  send  you,  as  also  some  other  papers,  by  which 
you  will  find  that  the  enemy  Indians  have  lately  murdered 
several  persons  of  this  Province,  and  that  a  number  of  the 
settlement  Indians  are  come  in  with  their  families,  to  reside 
among  the  inhabitants,  according  to  the  invitation  I  sent 
them  lately.  Although  the  accounts  of  the  enemy  are  very 
uncertain,  it  is  most  probable  they  are  numerous,  by  their 
continuing  bo  long  on  the  frontiers.  The  number  of  rangers 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  appears  to  me  insufficient  for 
the  protection  of  the  people.  I  have  ordered  the  rangers 
to  be  supported  by  detachments  of  the  militia,  but  as 
neither  pay  or  provisions  is  allowed  them,  they  will  be 
backward  in  going  upon  this  service.  You  will  therefore 
take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and  by  a  timely  and 
more  ample  provision,  avert  those  evils  from  the  people 
of  this  Province,  which  some  of  our  neighbors  have  already 
felt  the  severe  effects  of.'  At  the  same  time,  I  doubt  not, 
you  will  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  those  Indiana,  who 
by  coming  into  the  towns,  may  be  rendered  unable  to  sub- 
sist themselves  and  their  families." 

January  13.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  both  Houses : 

"  Since  my  message  to  yon  on  Saturday  last,  I  have 
received  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Goshen,  in 

■  An  act  wUch  prorlded  for  qturterlng  soldiers  was  passed  ml  the  nest 
•Milon,  December  31,  IT66,  chap.  1031. 
a  See  Note  C 
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Orange  County,  eetting  forth  the  open  and  defenceless  con- 
dition of  that  part  of  the  Province,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
greater  force  to  protect  them  from  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy,  now  very  near  th^n;  for  want  of  which,  numbers 
are  daily  moving  off,  and  the  rest,  is  to  be  feared,  may 
soon  follow. 

From  the  situation  of  the  country,  ^id  the  form  of  the 
settlements,  I  think  the  best,  if  not  the  only  practicable 
method  to  secure  the  people  from  these  incursions,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  deserting  their  habitations,  is  to  build  a 
line  of  block  houses  at  some  distance  from  the  settl^nents, 
from  a  place  called  Machackamack,  to  the  town  of 
Rochester  in  Ulster  county.  The  length  of  this  line  is 
between  thirty  and  forty  mUes,  and  five  or  six  block  houses 
will  answer  the  purpose,  to  be  defended  by  a  garrison  in 
each,  of  twMity  men,  besides  the  sixty  rangers  already  in 
the  pay  of  this  Province.  The  neighboring  Province  of 
New  Jersey  have  fallen  upon  the  like  method  for  their  de- 
fence; and  as  it  appears  to  me  the  most  eli^ble  of  any 
other,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  make  immediate 
provision  for  the  expense  of  carrying  the  same  into  execu- 
tion, that  I  may  issue  the  proper  orders  for  doing  it  without 
delay.  I  send  you  the  petition,  with  a  sketch  of  the  country 
and  settlements,  in  Orange  and  Ulster. 

CHAELES  HARDY." 

January  15.  General  Shirley's  suggestion  relative  to 
Ticonderoga  was  considered  by  the  Assembly,  and  a  report 
was  agreed  to  on  the  13th,  expressing  the  opinion  "  that 
the  number  of  regular  troops  proposed  to  be  employed  in 
the  said  service,  being  only  two  hundred,  is  too  few,"  that 
inexperienced  troops  would  be  nnfit  for  such  service,  and 
that  unless  at  least  fonr  hundred  men  could  be  engaged  in 
the  enterprise  it  could  not  be  undertaken  with  any  hope 
of  success.    The  Assembly  resolution  was  transmitted  to 
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General  Shirley  who  sent  a  reply  to  Governor  Hardy, 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  Assembly,  and  in  which  Gen- 
eral Shirley  said  that  the  only  regular  troops  out  of  which 
he  could  draw  any  picked  men  for  the  proposed  service, 
in  time  for  the  execution  of  it,  were  the  British  troops 
belonging  to  the  regiments  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Dunbar  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gage  now  at  Albany  and 
Schenectady,  which  did  not  exceed  six  hundred  in  the  whole, 
and  that  he  was  advised  by  a  Council  of  War  that  four 
hundred  of  those  troops  could  not  then  be  spared. 

Following  this  communication,  the  Assembly  adopted 
another  resolution  reiterating  the  opinion  that  the  proposed 
movement  against  Ticonderoga  could  not  be  safely  nnder- 
taken  with  less  than  four  hundred  regular  troops. 

January  19.  Transmitting  various  papers  relating  to 
the  Crown  Point  expedition.    (See  note  7.) 

January  27.  The  Governor  transmitted  the  following 
message  to  both  Houses : 

"At  a  Council  of  War  held  by  his  Excellency  General 
Shirley,  with  the  Governors  and  field  officers  then  in  this 
city,  to  concert  the  necessary  operations  for  this  year,  to 
remove  the  French  from  their  encroachments,  it  was  judged 
necessary  that  a  body  of  forces  should  be  raised  by  these 
colonies,  by  quotas  from  the  several  governments,  agree- 
able to  the  plan  settled  by  the  Commissioners  at  Albany 
in  1754.  The  proportions  of  men  to  be  raised  in  each  col- 
ony, I  send  you  herewith. 

The  succours  arrived  in  Canada  from  France,  last  year, 
and  the  probability  of  their  being  augmented,  not  only  to 
■  secure  their  present  encroachments,  but  to  effect  their 
further  designs  on  these  Provinces,  are  considerations 
highly  deserving  our  serious  attention,  and  ought  to  excite 
the  colonies  to  exert  themselves  in  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  measures  agreed  upon;  which  if  carried  into  execu- 
tion in  due  season,  may,  by  the  divine  blessing  on  his 
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Majesty's  arms,  lay  a  solid  foundation  for  the  secnrity  of 
his  Majesty's  colonies  on  this  Continent,  against  any  fntare 
attempts  from  the  French ;  and  be  the  most  effectual  means 
to  gain  the  interest  of  the  far  Nations  of  Indians,  reclaim 
snch  as  are  gone  over  to  the  French,  and  fix  the  Six  Nations 
more  firmly  in  the  British  interest. 

This  Province,  from  its  situation  with  respect  to  Canada, 
is  more  immediately  interested  in  the  success  of  this  under- 
taking against  the  common  enemy.  It  behoves  us  then  to 
set  an  example  worthy  of  the  other  governments,  whose 
eyes  will  be  turned  on  our  conduct,  upon  this  important 
occasioD. 

I  do  therefore  most  earnestly  recommend  that  you  will 
without  delay,  grant  the  necessary  supplies  for  raising  and 
subsisting,  one  thousand  men,  the  quota  to  be  furnished  by 
this  Province,  that  I  may  without  loss  of  time,  take  the 
proper  measures  for  this  service,  and  acquaint  the  other 
governments  with  your  resolutions,  as  soon  as  possible. 
(See  note  7.) 

CHAELES  HAEDY." 

February  3.  Transmitting  a  claim  against  the  colony 
presented  on  behalf  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Governor 
Burnet  for  supplies  furnished  by  him  to  the  garrison  at 
Oswego  in  1728. 

February  13.  Recommending  the  erection  of  a  pest 
house  to  be  used  in  preventing  the  introduction  of  infec- 
tions  diseases  into  the  colony.* 

February  16.  Urging  immediate  consummation  of  plans 
for  raising  troops  for  the  intended  expedition  against 
Crown  Point.    {See  note  7.) 

BA  law  psMEd  April  1,  17S6,  chap.  1019,  revived  and  continued  atatutcfl 
intended  to  prevent  the  epraad  of  infeotioua  diaeuea,  but  the  new  law  made 
no  provision  for  a  peat  houae. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Sib  CttAHLES  Habdy,  1756.  593 

March  2.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
both  Honses: 

"  On  Tnesday  last,  about  noon,  a  party  conBisting  of 
thirty  or  forty  Indians,  attacked  and  burnt  the  Hoose  of 
Philip  Swartwout,  in  Ulster  Connty,  murdered  five  of  the 
people,  took  a  woman  prisoner,  and  destroyed  the  cattle, 
and  lately  a  man  was  killed  by  the  Indians  near  Goshen. . 
For  yoiir  further  information,  I  send  you  the  papers  con- 
taining this  intelligence.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  pur- 
suing proper  measures  for  putting  a  stop  to  these  incur- 
sions, lest  they  become  general;  and  the  inhabitants,  for 
want  of  a  speedy  and  effectual  assistance,  be  forced  to 
abandon  their  settlements.  The  hopes  of  plunder  may 
induce  other  Indians  not  yet  in  hostility  against  us,  to  join 
the  enemy;  and  it  would  be  increasing  the  misfortune  of 
the  people  exposed  by  their  situation  to  such  barbarities, 
to  throw  upon  them  the  chief  burthen  of  an  expense  which 
ought  to  be  borne  by  the  whole  Province. 

I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  make  pro- 
vision for  supporting  a  sufficient  force  to  drive  off  the 
enemy,  and  pursue  them  even  to  the  places  of  their  resi- 
dence or  retreat,  and  thus  reduce  them  to  the  necessity  of 
desiring  peace.  In  this  measure  there  is  no  room  to  doubt 
New  Jersey  will  readily  join  us,  and  as  soon  as  I  know 
your  resolutions  to  subsist  a  body  of  men  for  this  service 
I  will  transmit  them  to  that  government. 

CHARLES  HARDY." 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  recom- 
mending that  one  thousand  men  be  raised  in  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  to  be  employed  "  in  an  expe- 
dition against  the  castles  and  settlements  of  the  Indians, 
enemies  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  these  colonies,"  and 
agreeing  to  provide  for  New  York's  proper  proportion 
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thereof.  Governor  Hardy  said  he  would  transmit  the 
resolution  to  the  governments  of  New  Jersey  and  Prain- 
sylvania." 

March  4.  Transmitting  letters  from  General  Shirley, 
and  resolutions  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay 
relative  to  raising  a  body  of  men  "for  an  attempt  this 
year  upon  the  French  works  at  or  near  Crown  Point,"  and 
also  a  letter  from  Governor  Fitch  stating  the  number  of 
men  to  be  raised  by  Connecticut.  Continuing  the  Gov- 
ernor said: 

"  Those  two  governments  have  far  exceeded  the  propor- 
tions allotted  them,  in  exi)ectation  that  the  other  Provinces 
concerned  in  the  same  expedition  last  year  would  again 
unite  and  raise  a  sufficient  force  without  relying  upon  the 
sonthem  governments;  it  being  altogether  uncertain 
whether  they  will  contribute  their  proportions,  and  of  the 
utmost  consequence  that  this  service  should  be  effected 
this  year. 

If  we  neglect  improving  the  present  juncture  to  recover 
his  Majesty's  just  rights,  by  rendering  ourselves  masters 
of  that  important  post,  there  is  little  probability  that  an- 
other so  favorable  will  offer,  as  the  French  will  use  every 
means  to  secure  encroachments,  whidi  they  had  not  be^i 
tempted  to  make,  but  from  the  advantages  they  foresaw 
must  arise  to  the  possessor  of  them.  I  therefore  hope  you 
will  cheerfully  determine  to  augment  the  quota  of  men  to 
be  raised  by  this  Province,  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
eastern  governments,  lest  the  service  may  be  disappointed 
for  the  want  of  it."    (See  note  7.) 

March  5.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Colonels  Dekey, 
Ellison  and  Clinton  of  IHster  and  Orange  counties,  re- 

BTbe  expedition  against  the  hostile  Indiaiu  waa  provided  for  In  the  for«- 
going  act,  chap  1009,  b;  which  New  York  was  to  contribute  four  hundred 
towardB  the  an(  thousand  men  roeouunended  hj  the  Aawmblj  In  ita  reaola- 
tlcm  of  the  3d  of  March. 
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Bpecting  the  incarslons  made  by  the  Indians  iix  those 
counties.    (See  note  9.) 

March  9.  Transmitting  a  letter  from  Governor  Belcher, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  vote  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  respecting  a  bounty  to  be  allowed  for 
scalps  of  Indians. 

March  15.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  Crown 
Point  expedition.    (See  note  7.) 

March  17.  Transmitting  sundry  papers  relating  to  the 
Crown  Point  and  western  lexpeditions.  (See  notes  7 
and  9.) 

March  31.  Becommending  that  provision  be  made  for 
rangers  to  be  employed  on  the  frontiers  of  Ulster  and 
Orange  coonties.    (See  note  4.) 

April  29.  The  Assembly  resumed  business  after  an  ad- 
joarmnent  which  had  been  taken  on  the  1st  of  April.  The 
Governor  sent  the  following  message  to  both  Houses: 

"  Immediately  after  your  adjournment,  I  issued  war- 
rants for  enlisting  the  number  of  men  to  be  employed  by 
this  government,  in  conjunction  with  the  forces  of  the 
other  colonies,  in  removing  the  FrMidi  from  their  encroach- 
ments at  and  near  Crown  Point.  By  the  returns  yet  made 
me,  a  considerable  number  are  wanting  to  complete  the 
levies.  The  time  for  the  Provincial  Armies  assembling  at 
Albany  draws  near,  and  as  there  is  little  prospect  of  rais- 
ing the  quota  of  this  Province,  by  voluntary  enlistment  in 
due  time  for  joining  the  forces  of  the  other  governments, 
without  a  law  is  passed  to  detach  or  impress  the  number 
wanting  from  the  militia,  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  take 
this  matter  into  your  serious  consideration,  and  frame  a 
bill  for  this  purpose,  that  no  time  may  be  lost  in  the  prose- 
cution  of  this  service.  The  moneys  granted  for  maintain- 
ing the  troops,  and  not  yet  appropriated,  should  be  applied, 
in  order  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  cwnmissaries 
and  paymasters,  as  the  service  shall  require.    (See  note  7.) 
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I  have  deferred  raising  the  forces  to  he  employed  in 
conJTinction  with  the  govenunents  of  New  Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania, until  I  received  a  determinate  answer  from  Gov- 
ernor Morris.  Extracts  of  his  letters  to  me  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  now  send  yon,  for  your  information,  and  mnst  re- 
commend it  to  yon  to  make  provision  for  the  pay  and  sub- 
sistence of  the  400  men  intended  for  that  service,  that  I 
may  give  the  necessary  orders  for  their  being  raised  to 
join  the  other  forces  destined  for  the  service  against  Crown 
Point,  or,  if  necessary,  to  be  employed  in  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier.    (See  note  9.) 

The  number  of  forces  to  be  employed  this  campaig;n,  the 
reasons  I  have  to  hope  his  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  assist  his  colonies  with  an  additional  reinforce- 
ment of  troops  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  fleet  to  be  em- 
ployed in  North  America,  will  necessarily  call  for  large 
demands  of  provisions;  the  absolute  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing the  enemies  drawing  snpplies  from  the  provision  colon- 
ies, and  the  ordinary  consumption  of  the  Province,  are 
considerations  highly  worthy  your  attention.  I  cannot 
therefore,  but  earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  prepare  a 
bill,  to  prohibit  the  further  exportation  of  provisions." 

The  great  demand  of  carriages,  horses,  &c.  for  the  trans- 
portation of  provisions  and  stores  from  Albany,  both  north- 
ward and  westward,  makes  it  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
rates  to  be  taken  for  sudi  services,  and  the  prices  of 
materials,  that  private  persons  may  not  take  advantage 
of  the  public  exigencies." 

The  militia  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  Province,  particu- 
larly the  counties  of  Albany  and  Dutchess,  have  of  late 
been  frequently  employed  in  long  marches,  and  from  their 


10  The  prohibition  Bgainst  the  exportation  of  provisioitB  and  naral  and 
warlike  stores  woa  Inrlnded  in  acts  paased  May  4th,  chap.  1014,  and  Jnly  Qth, 
chap.  1022,  which  revived  and  continned  former  acts  on  the  lame  subject. 

■I  The  ratei  for  impressed  carriages  were  fixed  by  an  act  paaaed  M17  i^ 
ITSB,  eliap.  101«. 
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sitnatioD  are  more  liable  to  be  called  upon  than  tbe  lower 
counties.  The  militia  of  Orange  and  Ulster,  have  also  been 
much  bairasaed  this  winter,  in  keeping  constantly  parties 
on  their  frontiers  for  their  defence.  You  mnst  be  sensible 
that  this  duty  falls  very  unequally  on  individuals,  and  often 
on  those  whose  families'  support  depends  on  their  labor. 
The  readiness  they  have  shown  to  attend  tbe  several  ser- 
vices, when  called  upon  by  their  officers,  encourages  me  to 
hope  you  will  take  this  matter  into  your  consideration,  and 
make  them  an  allowance  for  their  past  services,  and  a  suit- 
able provision  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  losses  that  must 
attend  their  future  marching  to  any  parts  of  the  frontier 
that  may  require  their  assistance. 

I  have  ordered  several  other  papers  to  be  laid  before  yoo, 
which  you  will  take  into  your  consideration. 

CHARLES  HAKDT." 

May  4.  Transmitting  papers  relating  to  the  distressed 
condition  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  William  Henry  at  Lake 
George." 

Jnne  29.  The  Qflvemor  sent  the  following  message  to 
both  Houses: 

"Having  received  a  letter  bearing  date  the  13th  of 
March  last,  from  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Pox,  one  of 
his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  I  have  an 
opportunity  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Lou- 
doun, Commander-in-Chief  of   all  his    Forces  in   North 


12  The  next  dkj.  Hay  6tb,  the  Assembly  adopted  resolutions  which  reett«d 
ttuLt  the  gftrrisoD  at  Fort  Williain  Henry  "consisting  of  Conne<:ticut  ftnd 
Huaachusetta  forces  was  in  the  most  distressed  elrenmstajicea,  and  that 
important  fortress  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  deserted  and  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with  all  the  artillery  and  warlike  stores  depoaltad 
there  for  the  reduction  of  tbe  French  fort  at  Crown  Faint."  Urgent  meamr«* 
were  recommended  for  the  relief  of  the  fort,  and  the  Assembly  pledged  itself 
to  pntride  funds  for  this  purpow. 
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America;  and  to  order  two  regiments,  (which  are  already 
here)  also  a  train  of  artillery,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
warlike  etores,  for  the  public  service  in  these  parts. 

I  am  commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  signify  to  you  that 
as  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  King's  regi- 
ments in  North  America,  as  well  the  three  stationed  in 
Nova  Scotia,  as  those  in  this  Province,  should  be  recruited 
as  soon  as  possible  to  their  full  complement  of  one  thou- 
sand men  each,  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  I  should 
call  you  together  and  press  yon;  and  I  do  accordingly 
recommend  to  you  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  make  the 
most  early  and  efEectaal  provision  for  raising,  and  assists 
ing  his  Majesty's  officers  to  raise,  such  a  number  of  men 
as  shall  be  sufficient  to  recruit  the  King's  regiments  now 
stationed  or  to  be  stationed  in  North  America,  up  to  their 
establishments.  And  his  Majesty,  in  order  to  encourage 
his  faithful  subjects  to  engage  in  a  service  so  essential  for 
their  own  defence  and  preservation,  does  consent  that  such 
recruits  shall  not  be  obliged  to  serve  anywhere  but  in  North 
America;  that  they  shall  be  discharged  when  hostilities 
shall  cease;  and  that  each  of  them  shall  have  a  grant  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land,  free  from  the  payment  of  quit 
rents,  for  ten  years,  either  in  the  Province  of  New  York, 
New  Hampshire,  or  Nova  Scotia,  at  their  own  choice ;  the 
lands  to  be  granted  them  on  producing  their  discharge 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to  the  Governor  of  either  of 
the  said  Provinces  respectively;  and  in  case  they  should  be 
killed  in  the  said  service,  their  widows  and  children  to  be 
entitled  to  the  said  lands,  in  such  proportion  as  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  the  Province  wherein  sudi  lands  lie, 
shall  direct. 

His  Majesty  from  his  tender  concern  so  frequently  shown 
to  these  colonies,  having  in  his  great  goodness,  recom- 
mended their  case  to  the  consideration  of  his  Parliament, 
the  Parliament  have  granted  the  sum  of  £115,000,  to  be 
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distributed  in  such  proportions  as  the  King  Bhall  think 
proper,  to  the  four  Provinces  of  New  England,  this  Pro- 
vince, and  New  Jersey,  and  thereby  enabled  his  Majesty 
not  only  to  manifest  his  sense  of  their  past  services,  bat 
also  to  encourage  them  for  the  future  to  exert  themselves 
in  the  service  with  spirit  and  vigor.  His  Majesty  therefore 
expects  that  his  colonies  will  heartily  and  zealously  concur 
in  every  measure  which  shall  be  thought  advisable  for  car- 
rying on  the  war  in  North  America;  and  that  they  will  raise 
the  same  number  of  men  in  each  colony  as  were  raised  last 
year,  (whereof  as  great  a  proportion  as  may  be,  to  consist 
of  rangers)  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  King's  troops,  in 
such  operations  as  shall  be  undertaken  for  annoying  the 
enemy,  and  recovering  his  Majesty's  just  rights;  and  to  be 
ready  to  march  to  such  place  as  the  Commander-in-Chief 
shall  direct.  This  service  will  be  the  less  burthen.some  to 
the  colonies,  as  the  raising  of  the  men,  their  pay,  arms 
and  clothing,  will  be  all  that  will  foe  required  of  them, 
measures  having  been  already  taken  for  laying  up  maga- 
zines of  stores,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds,  at  the  sole  ex- 
pense of  the  Crown.'* 

It  is  also  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  I  should  particu- 
larly recommend  it  to  yon,  to  make  provision  out  of  such 
funds  as  already  exist,  or  may  hereafter  be  raised  for  the 
King's  service,  for  repaying  the  masters  of  such  indented 
servants  as  ehall  engage  in  his  Majesty's  service,  the 


13  On  t]ie  2d  of  July,  the  Assembly  adopted  &  long  report  presented  hy  a 
eommltUe  of  the  whole,  includinff  military  operations  and  other  subjects, 
and  In  which,  after  referring  to  the  heavy  expense  already  paid  or  incurred 
in  carrjing  on  the  war,  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  colony  Iiad 
"  stretched  its  strength  and  substance  to  the  greatest  pitch,"  and  that  addi- 
tional burdens  ought  not  then  to  be  assumed.  Referring  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Assembly  adopted  March  28,  1TB5,  the  report  saya  that  "when  a  common 
fund  shall  be  established  tor  the  general  uses  ot  American  affairs,  by  his 
Majesty's  other  colonies  on  the  Continent,  this  colony  ought  then  to  continue 
to  contribute  Its  just  share  towards  such  fund."  Contributions  hod  already 
been  made  by  New  York  in  aid  of  other  colonies. 
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money  paid  by  the  said  masters  upon  the  original  contract, 
in  proportion  to  the  time  sueh  indented  BervEints  have  to 
serve." 

His  Majesty  also  expects  that  the  funds  now  raised  and 
appropriated,  or  which  shall  be  raised  for  the  public  serv- 
ice, be  issued  and  applied  to  the  general  service,  in  sndi 
manner  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  direct. 

I  have  likewise  his  Majesty's  oonmiands  to  recommend 
to  you  to  pass  effectual  laws  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and 
commerce  with  the  French,  and  for  preventing  the  exporta- 
tion of  provisions  of  all  kinds,  to  any  of  their  islands  or 
colonies.     {See  note  10.) 

The  provision  you  have  already  made  for  the  raising 
and  subsisting  a  larger  body  of  forces  than  were  raised  by 
this  colony  for  the  service  last  year,  Is  a  proof  of  your 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  these  colonies,  and  the  danger 
they  lie  exposed  to  from  an  active,  vigilant,  and  enter- 
prising enemy,  which  cannot  fail  of  meeting  with  his  Maj- 
esty's favorable  acceptance.  And  from  these  fresh  and 
repeated  instances  of  his  Majesty's  affectionate  regard  for 
the  safety  of  his  American  subjects,  I  make  no  doubt  the 
other  matters,  which,  in  obedience  to  his  oommands,  I  now 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  provide  for,  will  have  their 
due  weight  in  the  course  of  your  deliberations,  and  that  yon 
will  do  everything  therein  which  may  be  expected  from  a 
dutiful,  loyal  and  grateful  people. 

CHAELES  HABDY." 

July  6.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message  to 
both  Honses: 

"The  Eight  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations,  by  their  letter  of  the  20th  of  March 

■ABy  ft  reBolution  adopted  on  the  2d  of  July,  the  Assembly  agreed  to  provide 
for  the  Kitnbnraemeut  of  masters  whose  contracts  of  apprenticeship  might 
be  affected  by  the  enlistment  of  resident  servants  in  the  King's  troops,  4M0td< 
ing  to  the  time  they  might  have  to  serve. 
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last,  having  signified  to  me,  that  it  appearing  to  them  upon 
consideration  of  the  present  state  of  Indian  affairs,  that 
the  extravagant  tracts  of  land  which  have  at  different  times 
been  granted  to  particular  persons,  npon  pretence  of  pur- 
chases made  of  the  Six  Nations,  (which  they  allege  to  have 
been  fraudulently  obtained  from  them)  has  been  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  the  decline  of  onr  interest  with  the  said 
nations;  and  that  they  cannot  be  induced  to  engage  heartily 
and  sincerely  in  the  just  and  necessary  measures  which  his 
Majesty  is  compelled  to  take  for  the  recovery  of  his  un- 
doubted rights  in  America,  until  they  have  received  full 
satisfaction,  with  respect  to  this  real  grievance,  which  they  . 
have  so  often  and  so  strongly  complained  of.  I  am  di- 
rected by  their  Lordships,  to  lay  this  matter  before  you 
for  your  consideration. 

The  patents  or  grants  which  the  Indians  principally  com- 
plain of,  and  which  th^  consider  as  most  injurious  to  their 
rights,  are  those  commonly  called  Kayoderosseras,  Conno- 
johary,  and  that  at  the  Oneida  Carrying  Place,  commonly 
called  Oriskene ;  and  if  proper  measures  are  taken  to  vacate 
and  annul  them,  there  will  be  little  reason  to  doubt  bnt  that 
the  Six  Nations  will  act  in  conjunction  with  us  against  the 
Frent^,  with  their  whole  nnited  strength. 

As  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  this  great  evil  must  be 
the  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  in  passing  a  law  for 
vacating  and  annulling  these  exorbitant  and  fraudulent 
patents;  a  measure  in  which  I  cannot  donbt  of  your  con- 
currence, as  it  will  be  so  much  for  his  Majesty's  service, 
for  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  Province,  and  for  the 
advantage,  welfare  and  security  of  your  constituents;  I 
therefore  earnestly  recommend  it  to  your  serious  consider- 
ation. 

I  send  yon  for  your  information  copies  of  several  con- 
ferences with  the  Indians,  on  this  subject. 

CHARLES  HARDY." 
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July  6.  Kecommending  that  more  fimds  be  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  the  commissaries;  and  also  recommending 
the  erection  of  additional  barraeks  at  Albany  and  Sdieneo- 
tady  and  at  other  places  as  might  be  needed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  troops. 

July  9.  The  Assembly  was  prorogned  to  the  17th  of 
Angast 


17Se.    SEPTEHBBK.    TWENTT-SSVBNTH  ASSEHBLT,  EIGH^ 

SESSION. 

Sir  CHARLES  HARDY,  Governor. 

A  qnorum  appeared  September  23,  and  the  next  day  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  General  Assembly. — 
Having  during  yonr  recess  received  information  that  the 
enemy  had  made  themselves  masters  of  Oswego,  a  post  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  all  these  colonies,  as  it  not  only 
covered  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  from  the  attempts  of 
the  French  on  that  side,  but  by  opening  and  keeping  up 
an  intercourse  between  the  English  and  those  nations  and 
their  allies,  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  source  of  the 
British  inflaence  among  them,  I  thought  it  proper  to  call 
you  together  at  this  time  that  you  might  be  ready  to  pro- 
vide for  any  emergency  that  should  arise  upon  this  event 

His  Majesty,  called  upon  by  the  repeated  unwarrantable 
encroachments  of  the  French  on  his  territories,  particularly 
in  America,  and  the  hostile  invasion  of  the  island  of  Min- 
orca, hath  at  length  been  compelled  to  declare  war  against 
the  French  King,  relying  on  the  help  of  Almighty  God  in 
so  just  an  undertaking,  and  the  hearty  concurrence  of  hia 
subjects  in  so  good  a  cause.    At  this  important  juncture,  I 
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cannot  but  congratnlate  you  on  the  arrival  of  the  Bight 
Honorable  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  whom  bis  Majesty  hath 
been  pleased  to  appoint  to  the  chief  conunand  of  all  his 
forces  in  North  America;  from  whose  experience  and  abili- 
ties in  military  affairs  we  may  espect  the  most  effectual 
and  vigorous  measures  will  be  taken  for  the  defence  of 
these  colonies  and  distressing  the  enemy.  And  1  shall  rely 
on  you  to  enable  me  from  time  to  time  to  give  him  that 
assistance  which  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 

Upon  any  sudden  emergency,  the  earliest  and  speediest 
assistance  that  can  be  given  is  by  the  militia  of  Albany,  and 
the  counties  adjacent,  and  it  being  uncertain  upon  the  first 
intelligence  of  the  lees  of  Oswego  how  far  the  enemy  might 
endeavor  to  penetrate  into  this  Province,  his  Lordship 
called  upon  Sir  William  Johnson,  who  commands  the 
militia  at  Albany,  for  his  aid,  who  agreeable  to  the  standing 
orders  he  has  from  me,  directed  500  out  of  each  of  the  bat- 
talions to  march  and  join  him  at  the  German  Flatts  to  co- 
operate with  his  Majesty's  forces  in  the  defence  of  that 
part  of  the  country,  the  greater  number  whereof  did  ac- 
cordingly march,  but  were  very  unwilling  to  stay,  com- 
plaining of  the  hardship  of  their  being  kept  on  service 
without  any  allowance.  I  must  therefore  recommend  to 
you  to  make  immediate  provision  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation to  them  when  thus  employed,  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  march  on  all  occasions  with  alacrity.* 

I  have  his  Majesty's  commands  by  letter  from  one  of  his 
principal  Secretaries  of  State  of  the  18th  of  June  last,  to 
receive  such  French  prisoners  as  the  commanders  of  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  shall  apply  to  me  to  set  on  shore  in 
this  government,  and  I  recommend  to  you  to  make  pro- 

1  September  26tli  tlie  Assembly  passed  ii  resolution  recmnmendinK  sn  extrft 
»11ow*iice  (or  miljtia  employed  in  the  service  on  the  northern  frontiers.  An 
approprlmtioD  act  puaed  December  Ist,  ettftp.  1033,  contained  allowsnoM  for 
this  terrice. 
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vision  for  such  prisoners,  as  also  for  those  that  are  or  may 
be  bronght  in  by  private  ships  of  war.^ 

As  the  troops  which  his  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to 
order  for  the  defence  of  his  colonies  may  occasionally  pass 
throngh  this  Province,  an  early  provision  shonld  be  made 
for  quartering  than  conveniently  until  they  take  the  field.* 

I  have  received  and  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  the  sum 
of  £14,323.15.3  steriing,  the  balance  of  the  £15,000  allotted 
by  his  Majesty  to  this  Province  out  of  the  grant  of  £115,- 
000  made  by  Parliament  to  be  distributed  to  the  colonies  of 
New  England,  New  York  and  New  Jersey  as  a  free  gift 
and  reward  for  their  past  services,  and  an  encoaragement 
to  them  to  continue  to  exert  themselves  with  vigor  in  the 
defence  of  his  Majesty's  jnst  rights  and  possessions;  and 


3  The  Auembl;  In  its  addresa  of  Beptember  30th  prateated  agkinat  the 
policy  of  colonial  maintenance  of  French  prisoners,  and  hoped  the  GoTenwr 
would  disperse  or  send  them  away,  not  only  to  relieve  the  colony  from 
the  burden  of  their  aubBiat«nce,  but  also  because  such  priaoners  might  become 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  colony.  The  Governor  in  bia  reply 
to  this  address  assured  the  Assembly  that  he  would  tAke  sueh  measures  as 
would  be  practicable  for  the  relief  of  the  colony,  but  that  in  the  meantime 
it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  maiDtenanee  of  such  prisoners.  The 
Assembly  assented  to  this  suggestion,  and  adopted  a  resolution  on  the  30th 
of  September  to  provide  for  the  transportation  and  subsistence  of  the 
pri  Sonera, 

3  An  act  for  quartering  soldiers  was  passed  December  1st,  chap.  1031, 
which  provided  that  when  any  of  the  King's  troops  should  march  into  of 
through  the  Province,  certain  designated  local  officers  should  have  authority 
to  quarter  or  billet  them  iu  the  "  inns,  livery  stables,  ale  houses,  victualling 
houses,  and  all  houses  selling  rum,  brandy,  cider,  or  any  other  spirituoni 
liquors  by  retail  to  be  drank  in  said  houses,"  and  if  these  places  were  not 
sufficient,  then  the  troops  might  be  billeted  in  private  houses,  but  not  more 
than  four  men  could  be  billet«d  in  any  one  house,  without  the  consent  at 
Ita  master.  The  magistrates  were  to  fix  the  rates  to  be  allowed  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  troops  while  so  billeted,  and  the  officers  in  command  were 
to  be  responsible  for  the  payment  of  these  rates.  Uosters  of  houses  wen 
subject  to  penalties  for  refusing  to  accept  soldiers  so  billeted.  Troops  could 
not  be  billeted  In  New  York,  Albany,  or  Schenectady  unless  the  banada 
therein  were  insufficient.  The  wife,  child,  or  maid  servant  of  an  officer  or 
soldier  could  not  be  billeted  without  the  consent  of  the  master  of  the  bonte^ 
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agreeable  to  the  King's  warrant  now  laid  before  you  (with 
the  other  papers  sent  therewith)  the  Treasurer  hath  given 
sufficient  security  for  the  safe  custody  of  the  money  until 
it  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  public  service  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature.  You  will  therefore  consider  in  what  manner 
this  big  Majesty's  bounty  may  be  best  applied  to  answer- 
the  intention  of  the  gift. 

Qentlemen  of  the  Gekebal  Assembly. — In  my  speech 
of  the  3d  of  December  last,  I  did,  in  obedience  to  his  Maj- 
esty's commands,  recommend  the  passing  of  a  proper  law 
for  settling  a  permanent  revenue  upon  a  solid  foundation 
for  defraying  the  necessary  and  established  charges  of 
government;  that  such  law  should  be  indefinite,  and  that 
provision  should  be  made  therein  for  competent  salaries 
to  the  Captains  General,  and  likewise  the  judges,  justices 
and  other  necessary  and  usual  officers  of  government; 
which,  with  your  address  to  me  in  answer  thereto,  I  trans- 
mitted to  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  which  their  Lordships  in 
their  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  of  March  last,  inform  me  they 
had  laid  before  his  Majesty,  and  that  they  had  received  his 
Majesty's  cmnmands  to  signify  to  me  that  as  the  present 
Assembly  does  not  appear  to  be  desirous  of  reviving  the 
claims  and  pretensions  of  former  Assemblies,  and  have  de- 
clared that  they  do  not  mean  to  take  upon  them  the  execu- 
tive power  of  government,  belonging  of  right  to  his  Maj- 
esty's  governor,  and  that  as  I  had  represented  that  they 
were  well  inclined  to  concur  in  every  other  measure  which 
might  be  proposed  for  his  Majesty's  service,  his  Majesty 
is  pleased,  in  consideration  thereof,  to  allow  and  permit 
me  to  assent  to  such  temporary  bills  as  the  Assembly  shall 
from  time  to  time  frame  and  pass  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment, provided  they  are  in  all  other  respects  conform- 
able to  his  Majesty's  instructions  to  me  with  regard  to  tbe 
granting  and  disposmg  of  public  money.    You  will  there- 
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fore  proceed  to  the  framing  and  passing  a  bill  for  this  pur- 
pose, previous  to  any  other,  conformable  to  his  Majesty's 
pleasure.*  And  here  I  cannot  avoid  observing  to  you  how 
inadequate  the  salaries  of  his  Majesty's  Oovemor  and  the 
other  officers  of  government  are  to  their  services  arising 
from  the  difference  in  the  present  value  of  the  currency, 
compared  to  what  it  was  formerly. 

I  most  desire  you,  Gentl^nen,  to  provide  for  the  other 
services  reoonmiended.  And  as  in  time  of  war  the  exigen- 
cies of  government  greatly  increase  the  public  charge,  it 
may  be  difficult  to  support  the  credit  of  our  paper  currency, 
unless  new  funds  are  established,  and  the  growing  income 
thereof  applied  to  the  canceling  the  bills  already  made  cur- 
rent, and  what  may  be  necessary  to  be  stnidc  on  any  future 
emergen!^.  I  therefore  earnestly  recMnmend  it  to  you  to 
fall  upon  such  as  will  be  least  burthensome  to  the  people: 
a  stamp  duty,  an  excise  upon  tea,  a  poll  tax  on  negroes, 
and  audi  others  as  the  inhabitants  ean  bear  with  least  in- 
convenience.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  ConNciL  and  General  Assembly. — 
The  passing  a  law  for  vacating  and  anDulling  those 
grants  of  land  which  I  recommended  to  you  in  your  last 
session  is  become  more  necessary  now  than  ever,  as  your 
attention  to  that  matter  will  be  a  convincing  proof  to  the 
Indians  of  your  readiness  to  listen  to  their  complaints,  and 
give  them  redress,  and  cannot  fail  of  having  this  good 
effect  of  holding  and  attaching  them  more  firmly  to  the 


4  The  home  goTerninent  here  yields  to  the  Assembly's  perlstent  asHertion 
of  the  policy  of  annual  Appropriations,  which  had  been  a  subject  of  con- 
troversy through  BCTeral  administrationB.  The  general  act  for  the  support 
of  goTemment  was  passed  December  1st,  chap.  1037,  which  was  to  continue 
In  force  through  the  calendar  year  I7JS7. 

B  An  act  continuing  in  currency  the  bills  of  credit  was  passed  December  1st, 
chap.  1036.  By  an  act  passed  December  1st,  chap.  1029,  certain  public  docu- 
ments, papers,  and  legal  proceedings,  and  various  commercial  and  private 
transactions  were  required  to  be  stamped.  An  excise  or  tariff  on  imported 
iest  was  imposed  by  an  act  passed  December  lat,  chap.  1028. 
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British  interest  at  this  critical  jancture  when  their  service 
may  be  of  great  nse. 

Unanimity  and  dispatch  in  all  onr  public  measures  are 
never  more  desirable  than  while  we  are  contending  with  an 
active  and  powerful  enemy.  The  present  posture  of  affairs 
requires  the  most  animated  resolutions,  and  I  trust  I  shall 
find  in  you  such  as  will  place  you  in  the  most  deserving 
light  to  your  King  and  country. 

CHAS.  HAIEDY. 

Fort  George,  New  York, 
24th  September,  1756. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  27.    Thanking  the  Conncii  for  its  address. 

September  30.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address, 
the  Governor  said  it  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  its  con- 
duct approved  by  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  *'  with  it 
a  generous  donation." 

October  28.  Presenting  and  recommending  the  payment 
of  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  French  neutrals 
brought  from  Nova  Scotia  in  May  last,  and  settled  in  this 
Province;  of  provisions  for  several  detachments  made 
from  the  militia  of  Ulster,  for  the  defence  of  the  "Western 
frontier;  of  provisions  and  necessaries  furnished  to  the 
river  Indians,  who  came  into  the  settlements  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor's proclamation  of  the  27th  of  December,  1755,  and 
have  since  been  removed  to  the  Mohawk  castles;  and  of 
the  charge  of  erecting  places  of  shelter  at  the  beacons.  The 
Governor  also  recommended  an  allowance  for  the  compen- 
sation of  watchmen  at  the  beacons." 

November  4.    Recommending  that  provision  be  made  for 

*  An  net,  eh&p.  1033,  pasaed  Deoember  lat,  Included  appropriations  for  the 
■ubslstenee  of  French  neutrals,  for  detachmentx  of  militia  for  the  defence 
of  the  weitern  frontier,  for  the  BUbBittence  of  friendly  Indiana,  and  for  wfttch 
boaM*  at  the  beuona  at  Bockawi^  and  the  Narrows. 
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the  pay  and  subBistence  of  the  troops  while  in  quarters  dur- 
ing the  coming  winter.^ 

November  12.  Transmitting  the  accounts  of  the  commis- 
saries on  the  last  expedition  against  Crown  Point.^ 

November  15.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  both  Houses : 

"  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  having  demanded 
quarters  in  this  city  for  a  battalion  of  the  royal  American 
regiment,  and  his  Lordship  having  informed  me  they  were 
soon  to  embark  from  Albany,  and  part  of  them  are  already 
arrived,  and  are  now  encamped,  I  have  ordered  the  bar- 
racks to  be  prepared,  and  the  Blockhouses  to  be  fitted  up, 
for  the  reception  of  as  many  men  as  can  be  quartered 
therein;  but  as  the  whole  number  cannot  be  thus  disposed 
of,  it  is  necessary  that  provision  be  made  for  the  remainder. 
(See  note  3.) 

The  troops  in  the  barracks  and  blockhouses  must  be  pro- 
vided with  iire,  candle  lights,  and  beds ;  articles  of  expense 
included  in  that  of  quarters." 

I  do  therefore  recommend  to  you  to  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  these  necessary  services,  that  his  Majesty's 
troops  may  suffer  no  inconvenience  for  want  of  quarters. 
CHARLES  HARDY." 

November  16.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by 
Dr.  Peter  Gansevoort  for  the  care  of  two  French 
prisoners.*" 

December  1.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  until  the  11th 
day  of  January. 


1  The  act  making  appropriations  for  military  aerviceg,  passed  December  1ft, 
chap.  1033,  made  provision  for  army  expenses  during  the  coming  winter. 

B  See  the  army  act.  chap.  1033,  for  various  Items. 

sProviaion  for  fire  wood  and  candles  for  the  garrison  at  New  York  was 
made  by  an  act  passed  December  1st,  chap.  1030. 

10  The  army  act,  chap.  1033,  contained  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  eUm 
of  Dr.  Peter  GanaevooFt  for  subsistence  of  French  prisoner*. 
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Sir  CHARLES  HARDY,  Governor;    JAHES  DE  LANCEY, 

Lieutenant-Governor,  and  Acting  GovemT  fxoai 

June  3,  1757. 

The  Assembly  met  again  on  the  16th  of  Febnury,  aad 
the  Oovemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  thb  Council  and  General  Asbbublt. — 
I  cannot  open  this  session  without  acquainting  you  that 
his  Majesty  has  ordered  a  reinforcement  of  his  troops  to 
North  America,  many  of  whom  are  landed  in  this  Province 
and  some  in  the  neighboring  colonies.  This  fresh  instance 
of  hie  Majesty's  concern  for  these  colonies  will,  I  donbt  not, 
excite  suitable  dispositions  in  all  his  American  subjects, 
and  lead  them  cheerfully  to  grant  that  aid  which  it  is  so  ap- 
parently their  own  interest  to  contribute  towards  distress- 
ing the  common  enemy. 

The  Eight  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  hath  in- 
formed me  by  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  from  Boston,  that 
he  demanded  a  number  of  men  of  the  four  New  England 
governments  to  act  in  conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  regu- 
lar forces,  and  that  he  has  no  reason  to  doubt  their  agreeing 
to  it.  The  ineffectualness  of  our  measures  the  last  year,  and 
the  advances  Qie  enemy  have  made  upon  us,  evince  the 
necessity  of  a  vigorous  assistance  on  our  part,  and  from  the 
proofs  I  have  had  of  your  affection  to  his  Majesty,  and  of 
your  zeal  for  the  support  of  the  common  cause,  I  persuade 
myself  you  will  not  fail  to  furnish  the  quota  of  men  de- 
manded of  you,  and  thus  strengthen  the  hopes  of  success 
we  may  reasonably  conceive  from  an  able  and  experienced 
direction  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  attended  with  the  divine 
blessing  on  his  arms.    The  season  requires  that  no  time  be 

39  [BOO] 
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lost,  and  I  mnst  press  yon  to  be  early  in  your  resolutions 
that  I  may  give  the  necessary  orders  as  soon  as  possible.' 

Soon  after  my  coining  to  the  government,  I  recommended 
a  provision  to  be  made  for  defraying  the  expense  of  his 
Majesty's  commissions  for  determining  the  controversies 
with  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts  Bay  concerning  their 
booudaries,  the  unsettled  state  of  wbicb  hath  already  been 
productive  of  mnch  mischief,  and  is  an  evil  daily  increasing, 
a  recent  instance  of  which  I  am  informed  happened  in  the 
Manor  of  Liviogston,  where  a  number  of  riotous  persons 
were  assembled  together,  and  in  opposing  the  sheriff  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  killed  a  poor  man  whom  the 
sheriff  had  called  to  his  assistance.  As  no  such  provision 
has  yet  been  made,  and  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  are  of  opinion 
that  the  only  proper  and  effectual  method  of  determining 
these  disputes  will  be  by  a  commission  in  the  nature  of  that 
upon  whidi  the  limits  between  the  Massachusetts  Bay  and 
New  Hampshire  were  settled,  and  I  have  their  Lordships 
repeated  directions  to  recommend  it  again  to  your  con- 
sideration, and  to  acquaint  you  that  as  this  is  a  matter  of 
high  eoncermnent  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  government, 
and  tiie  lives  and  properties  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  his 
Majesty  does  expect  that  you  will  forthwith  make  a  pro- 
vision for  the  expense  of  such  commissions,  that  there  may 
be  no  further  delay  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Genebal  Assembly. — I  earnestly  re- 
commend to  you  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  and  speedy 
methods  for  raising  the  supplies  for  these  necessary  ser- 
vices. I  have  ordered  estimates  to  be  laid  before  you  of 
the  expense  of  supporting  the  quota  of  men  for  this  Pro- 

<Aii  ut  puaed  Februaiy  26,  176T,  chap.  1040,  authorized  the  eaUftineat 
of  two  Iiiiitdred  men,  and  of  additional  men  to  fill  up  eight  existing  com- 
panlea.  The  Lieutenant- Qoremor  was  authorized  to  detach  militia  for  tkb 
purpoM  if  there  should  not  be  a  sufflcient  number  of  volnnteen. 
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vince  and  the  necessaxies  wanting  to  equip  them  for  taking 
the  field  » 

Oentlembh  of  the  CotJNcm  AND  Genebai.  Abseicblt. — 
In  my  speech  to  you  of  the  24th  of  September  last,  I  re- 
peated the  necessity  of  the  legislature's  interposing  in  the 
case  of  those  exorbitant  grants  of  lands  complained  of  by 
the  Lidians  as  fraudulent.  I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  tbia 
again  to  yon,  and  recommending  it  to  your  consideration, 
the  passing  a  law  for  vacating  and  annulling  such  grants 
appearing  to  me  not  only  a  just  and  necessary  measure,  as 
by  redressing  this  real  grievance  of  those  people,  we  may 
give  a  happy  turn  to  our  negotiations  with  them,  and  induce 
them  to  throw  iu  their  whole  weight  to  onr  assistance. 

These  are  the  principal  matters  I  have  to  lay  before  you 
for  your  present  consideration,  and  I  hope  you  will  proceed 
on  them  with  unanimity  and  dispatch. 

CHAS.  HAEDY. 

Flatbush,  Kings  County 
16th  February,  1757. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

Febmiiry  17.  The  Council  presented  an  address  to  the 
Governor  which  contained  the  following  observations  con- 
cerning the  disputed  boundary  line  between  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts: 

"  The  evils  daily  felt  by  the  borderers  of  this  Province 
towards  New  Jersey,  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  amidst 
such  various  claims  of  limits,  show  the  expediency  and 
utility  of  an  application  to  his  Majesty  to  have  these  dis- 
putes finally  adjusted.  Bnt  as  new  disorders  may  arise 
before  such  settlement  can  be  effected,  even  in  the  regular 
and  legal  course  pointed  out  in  your  Excellency's  speech, 
we  humbly  hope  your  Excellency  will  present  to  the  Bight 


aProrision  for  tbe  malnt«iuuice  of  the  militaty  uUbliBhment  wu  mada 
bj  n  Mt  pM«ed  VOavaaj  26,  1767,  eha; .  1039. 
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Honorable  the  Lords  CoDmuBsioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, the  neoessity  of  hia  Majesty's  immediate  interposi- 
tion, by  fixing  temporary  lines  nntil  a  final  settlan^it,  to 
prevent  those  misciiief s  whi(^  we  fear  vUl  otherwise  befall 
many  of  his  Majesty's  good  subjects.  Such  a  line,  very  ad- 
vantageons  to  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  was 
offered  to  their  Commissioners  at  Albany  in  1754,  by  which 
this  Province,  merely  for  the  sake  of  present  peace,  yielded 
two  thirds  of  a  tract  of  land  granted  now  about  fifty  years 
ago.  As  to  the  late  instance  of  a  person  killed  in  assisting 
the  sheriff  ezecnting  a  legal  process,  we  cannot  avoid 
observing  to  your  Excellency  that  the  Manor  of  Livingston, 
where  it  happened,  is  held  by  a  grant  more  ancient  than  the 
charter  to  the  Massadiasetts  Bay  now  in  force.  And  we 
apprehend  that  all  the  late  disorders  on  that  side  have 
arisen  from  the  unwarrantable  and  unreasonable  claim  of 
that  Government,  in  extending  their  limits  or  charter 
through  a  principal  part  of  this  Province  to  the  South  Sea." 

The  Governor,  thanking  the  Conndl  for  its  address,  said 
he  had  been  so  sensible  of  the  evils  arising  fr<«n  unsettled 
disputes  that  he  had  presented  the  matter  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  and  that  he  would  use  his  best  endeavors  to  "put 
an  end  to  those  mischiefs  which  so  frequfflitly  happen  on 
our  borders." 

February  18.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Londoun,  stating  that  the 
eastern  governments  had  agreed  to  fnmish  the  number  of 
men  demanded  of  them,  and  suggesting  that  the  New  York 
men  be  organized  into  companies  of  one  hundred  each 
with  one  oflScer  to  command  the  whole,  and  recommending 
that  the  officers  be  allowed  increased  pay .  because  of 
increased  duties  incident  to  the  new  organization,  which 
recommendation  the  Governor  submitted  to  the  Assembly 
for  its  consideration.    (See  note  1.) 

February  19,    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 
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tiie  Governor  expressed  his  ooncurrence  with  the  ABsem- 
bly's  opinion  in  favor  of  township  settlements  on  the 
frontiers.  He  thought  the  Assembly  should  make  provision 
for  the  expense  of  settling  boundary  disputes. 

February  24.  Transmitting  a  memorial  presented  by 
General  Winslow  praying  for  the  pay  of  himself  and  other 
staff  officers  on  the  last  expedition  against  Crown  Point; 
also  a  like  petition  from  the  second  regiment  of  Ulster 
Coonty  for  services  on  the  western  frontier. 

February  26.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  March 
29,  but  did  not  again  meet  for  the  transaction  of  hnsiness 
until  the  first  day  of  September. 

GOVERNOR  HARDY  RESIGNS. 

On  the  2d  of  August,  1756,  Governor  Hardy,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade  {Col.  Doc.  vol.  7,  p.  122),  requested 
permission  to  resign  the  oflSce  of  Governor  of  New  York 
in  order  to  re-enter  the  naval  service.  March  10, 1757,  the 
Eling's  permission  was  transmitted  to  Governor  Hardy. 
(Col.  Doc,  vol.  7,  p.  220.)  On  the  2d  of  June,  he  delivered 
his  commission  and  the  seals  of  office  to  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor De  Lancey,  and  the  nextday  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
took  the  oath,  and  again  assumed  the  duties  of  the  execu- 
tive office. 

September  2.  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey  sent  to 
both  Houses  tiie  following 

MESSAGE. 
"His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  prefer  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  Charles  Hardy,  to  the  rank  of  Rear  Admiral 
in  his  fleet,  and  having  permitted  and  allowed  him  to  resign 
this  government  agreeable  to  his  own  request,  on  his  de- 
partnre  the  administration  devolved  on  me  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  this  Province;  soon  after  which  apprehending 
a  visit  fr<«n  the  enemy  on  our  Northern  Frontier,  I  thought 
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it  necessary  to  take  all  the  meafinres  in  my  power  to 
strengthen  General  Webb ;  and  for  this  purpose  I  sMit  out 
my  orders  to  the  Colonels  of  the  militia  of  Albany, 
Dutchess,  Ulster,  and  that  part  of  Orange  Connty  above 
the  mountains,  to  march  with  their  regiments  to  the  assist- 
ance of  General  Webb,  upon  his  requisition,  and  to  ob^ 
his  orders,  of  which  I  gave  him  notice  by  letter. 

In  the  night  of  the  3d  of  August  last,  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Webb,  of  the  30th  of  July,  advising  me  that 
the  enemy  were  within  twelve  miles  of  Fort  William 
Henry;  that  he  should  immediately  call  in  the  troops  at  the 
different  posts  on  Hudson's  Biver,  and  give  orders  for  the 
militia  of  the  counties  to  march,  and  desiring  my  presenoe 
at  Albany  to  forward  them.  I  set  out  for  that  place  on 
the  5th,  which  was  as  soon  as  I  possibly  could,  and  arrived 
there  the  9th;  on  the  10th  I  had  advice  of  the  surrender 
of  Fort  Willliam  Henry;  and  as  it  was  reasonable  to  think 
the  enemy  with  so  formidable  an  army,  and  such  a  train 
of  artillery,  as  they  were  said  to  have,  would  endeavor  to 
penetrate  farther  into  this  country,  I  sent  orders  for  a 
detachment  of  500  men  from  the  city  of  New  York,  600 
from  Queens  county,  and  the  whole  militia  of  Westchester, 
to  march  up;  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that  those 
of  the  city  of  New  York  and  Westchester  showed  a  very 
becoming  spirit  on  this  occasion.  Those  above  the  High- 
lands had  marched  in  consequence  of  my  former  orders, 
on  General  Webb's  requisition,  and  many  proceeding  to 
Port  Edward,  but  after  a  short  stay,  General  Webb  in- 
formed me  that  all  the  militia,  except  those  of  the  oounty 
of  Albany,  had  deserted  in  a  mutinous  manner.  I  did  all  I 
could  to  stop  them,  but  with  little  success.  This  step, 
whether  arising  from  cowardice  or  disgust,  or  whatever 
other  motive,  deserves  a  very  severe  animadversion,  more 
especially  as  it  was  taken  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  were 
still  at  Fort  William  Henry  (only  fourteen  miles  distant 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Jahbs  Del&ncgt,  1757.  615 

from  Fort  Edfrard),  the  most  advanced  post  we  had  in 
that  quarter  of  the  country.  I  shall  order  a  strict  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  behavior  of  the  militia,  and  cause  the 
law  to  be  put  in  execution  against  all  delinquents. 

I  left  Albany  the  2l8t,  and  as  soon  as  I  came  to  New 
Tork,  I  directed  circular  letters  to  be  sent  to  call  you 
together  as  soon  as  possible ;  one  of  the  reasons  of  which 
was  to  recommend  to  you  the  completing  the  regiment  in 
the  pay  of  this  Province  with  the  utmost  speed,  Q«neral 
Webb  having  also  wrote  to  the  other  goveroments  to  com* 
plete  theirs,  as  the  troops  under  his  command  were  very 
much  lessened.  This  was  a  measure  apparently  necessary 
at  that  time,  but  as  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Earl  of  Loudoun,  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's 
forces  in  North  America,  is  since  arrived  here  with  a  body 
of  troops,  the  necessity  of  this  measure  ceases.  I  have 
conferred  with  his  Lordship  on  this  subject,  and  he  is  of 
opinion  there  is  no  occasion  now  to  put  the  Province  to  this 
expense,  as  he  is  not  desirous  they  should  be  burthened 
with  any  charge,  but  when  his  Majesty's  service  and  their 
own  safety  require  it. 

The  other  reason  of  my  calling  yon,  is  to  recommend  to 
you  a  further  provision  for  the  subsistence  of  the  New 
Tork  regiment.  These  were  the  only  matters  I  had  to  lay 
before  you  for  your  consideration  at  this  time,  leaving  the 
other  necessary  business  of  the  Province  to  be  done  at  a 
more  convenient  season. 

JAMES  DELANCET." 

December  7.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  follow- 
ing message  to  both  Houses : 

"  I  have  delayed  calling  yon  together  till  this  time  in 
expectation  of  receiving  directions  from  his  Majesty  to 
lay  before  you,  as  to  the  part  he  expected  this  Province 
should  bear  in  any  future  operation;  and  I  was  also  in 
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hopes  the  smallpox  would  have  been  bo  far  abated,  as  to 
admit  of  your  sitting  at  the  usual  place,  but  as  it  is  still 
in  some  parts  of  the  city,  I  judged  the  out  ward  would  be 
the  most  convenient. 

The  matters  I  have  now  to  recommend  to  yoa  are:  The 
Support  of  his  Majesty's  government,  for  which  I  doubt 
not  you  will  make  further  provision,  and  frame  your  bills 
in  such  manner,  as  I  may  find  no  difficulty  in  giving  my 
assent  to  them.' 

The  enemy  Indians  having  made  incursions  into  the 
counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange,  and  murdered  some  of  the 
inhabitants,  I  ordered  detachments  from  the  militia,  to  be 
employed  on  the  scout  to  protect  the  settlers,  promising 
to  recommend  their  service  to  you,  at  your  next  meeting, 
which  I  now  do.  I  also,  on  repeated  applications  from 
them,  gave  orders  to  have  a  line  of  blockhouses  built,  more 
effectually  to  secure  that  part  of  the  country,  and  to  encour- 
age the  inhabitants  to  stay,  and  not  abandon  their  settle- 
ments. That  frontier  is  now,  and  has  for  s<»ne  time,  been 
guarded  by  troops  posted  there  by  the  Earl  of  Loudoun's 
orders;  but  when  his  Majesty's  service  in  the  next  season 
shall  call  for  those  troops  thence,  it  will  become  necessary 
to  place  others  there  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  least  that 
part  of  the  ooxmtry  be  otherwise  destroyed  by  the  Frraich 
and  their  savages;  for  this  expense,  provision  should  be 
made,  as  also  for  the  payment  of  other  debts  accmed  for 
the  service  of  the  public,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  French 
prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  retained  two  companies  of  rangers  out  of  the 
regiment  in'  the  pay  of  this  Province,  for  whose  subsistence 
yon  will  make  provision;  the  rest  were  disbanded  as  soon 
as  his  Majesty's  service  would  admit  of  it.* 

S  The  annual  act  for  the  support  of  t^vemment  was  passed  December  it, 
1TS7,  chap.  1046. 

4  At  t&e  next  Bession  an  act  \nu  passed,  June  3,  1798,  chap.  1063,  whkh 
Included  appropriations  for  the  pay  of  rangers,  the  erection  of  bloddiatnas, 
sabsistenoe  of  French  prisoners,  and  for  miliUa  detached  mi  spedal  sMrlee. 
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At  the  request  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
I  have,  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  drawn  for 
J^OOO  out  of  the  fortification  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the 
porpose  of  building  barracks  for  the  use  of  the  King's 
troops;  which  sum  the  corporation  have  engaged  to  replace." 

The  bad  consequences  arising  from  the  immoderate  use 
of  spirituous  liquors  among  the  King's  troops,  is  a  matter 
deserving  your  consideration,  and  requires  some  proper 
law  to  regulate  or  restrain  the  retailer. 

The  act  for  inspecting  flour  is  near  expiring.  The  repu- 
tation that  commodity  hath  acquired  since  the  passing  this 
law,  is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  its  utility,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  continued;  and  if  beef,  pork  and  butter,  whidi  are 
also  staple  commodities  of  this  Province,  were  put  under 
the  like  regulations,  it  would  greatly  add  to  their  credit 
abroad.' 

The  militia  laws  being  near  expiring,  yon  will  find  it 
necessary  to  continue  them,  with  sn<^  alterations  and 
amendments  as  shall  be  judged  expedient  from  the  incon- 
veniences whidi  have  risen.^  And  I  think  it  highly  proper 
to  add  a  dause,  subjecting  all  fire  arms  to  inspection, 
numbers  of  foreign  arms  having  of  late  been  imported. 
The  acts  laying  an  exdse  upon  tea,  and  a  stamp  duty, 
which  will  soon  expire,  should  be  also  further  continued.* 

The  situation  this  and  his  Majesty's  colonies  are  in  by 
the  distress  of  war,  calls  upon  you  to  think  of  all  methods 
for  raising  money  to  defray  the  publio  espenses.  I  shall 
point  out  two,  which  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  not 
burthensome,  will  be  accompanied  with  great  advantages 


■  An  act  pkBsed  December  M,  chap.  1057,  sutboriied  the  city  of  New  York 
to  rklM  thTM  thonaaad  five  hundred  poundi  for  the  erection  of  barntcka,  and 
tba  neeewarj  fumfture  and  supplies  therefor. 

*An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  tmrnerchautable  flour  was  passed 
December  24,  chap.   1051. 

TTwo  militia  laws,  chaps.  1042  and  IMS,  were  passed  at  this  sesalon. 

<  The  itamp  act  and  the  act  impoBin^  a  duty  on  tea  were  both  conthiiied 
hj  uta  pawed  SMcmber  24th,  «hapa.  1049  and  1050  respeetlrely. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


618  MESSA.OBS  FBOM   THE   QoVEBNOB. 

to  the  public.  The  one  is  a  poll  tax  upon  slaves;  the  other, 
a  duty  of  tonnage  on  all  vessels  not  built  in  this  Province, 
or  in  Q-reat  Britain.  The  first  will  naturally  tend  to  intro- 
duce white  servants,  which  will  augment  the  strengtii  of 
the  country;  besides,  the  price  of  labor  is  now  become  so 
high,  and  hence  the  owners  of  slaves  reap  such  advantage, 
that  they  cannot  reasonably  complain  of  a  tax  on  them. 
The  second  will  tend  to  promote  ship  building,  and  encour- 
age ship  Wrights  and  other  artificers  to  settle  among  ns, 
to  the  great  emolument  of  the  public. 

Whatever  other  bills  yon  prepare  for  the  advancement 
of  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Province, 
you  will  find  me  ready  to  give  my  assent  to. 

JAMES  DELANCET." 

December  22  and  24.  Presenting  various  accounts 
against  the  Colony. 

1758.  February  4.  Beconunending  an  adjournment  to 
the  28th  inst. 

February  10.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  by  a  proclama- 
tion adjourned  the  Assembly  to  the  7th  of  March. 


1708.    lUXCH.    TWEimr-SEVENia  ASSEHBLT,  TENTH  SESSIOn. 

JAMES  DK  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary, but  was  again  adjourned  by  executive  proclamation 
to  the  7th  of  March,  at  which  time  the  session  opened  with 
thirteen  members  present.  On  the  9th  a  sufficient  number 
appeared  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  next  day 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gentlmibn  of  the  CouNcm  and  General  Assembly. — 
His  Majesty  having  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  repair 
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the  losBCB  and  disappointments  of  the  last  campaign,  and 
by  the  most  vigorous  and  extensive  efforts  to  avert,  by  the 
blessing  of  God  on  his  arms,  the  dangers  impending  o^n 
North  America ;  and  not  doubting  that  all  his  faithful  and 
brave  subjects  there  will  eheerfully  co-operate  with  and 
second  to  the  utmost  the  large  expense  and  extraordinary 
succours  supplied  by  his  Kingdom  for  their  preservation 
and  defence ;  and  his  Majesty  considering  that  the  several 
Provinces,  in  particular  from  proximity  and  accessibility 
of  situation,  more  immediately  obnoxious  to  the  main  irrup- 
tions of  the  enemy  from  Canada,  are  of  themselves  well 
able  to  furnish  at  least  twenty  thousand  men  to  join  a  body 
of  the  King's  forces  for  tnvading  Canada,  and  carrying 
war  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  possessions;  and  his 
Majesty  not  judging  it  expedient  to  limit  the  zeal  and 
ardour  of  any  of  his  Provinces  by  making  a  re-partition 
of  the  force  to  be  raised  by  each  respectively,  for  this  most 
important  service;  his  Majesty's  pleasure  hath  been  signi- 
fied to  me  by  letter  from  the  Bight  Honorable  William 
Pitt,  Esquire,  one  of  his  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  that 
I  should  recommend  to  you  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
enable  me  to  raise,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  large  a 
body  of  men  within  this  government  as  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants  may  allow;  to  be  formed  into  regiments  as  far 
as  shall  be  found  convenient,  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness as  early  as  may  be  to  march  to  the  rendezvous  at  such 
place  as  Major-General  Abercrombie  (who  succeeds  the 
Bight  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Londoun  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  King's  forces  in  North  America),  shall 
appoint  in  order  to  proceed  from  thence  in  conjunction 
with  a  body  of  the  King's  British  forces,  and  under  the 
supreme  command  of  his  Majesty's  Commander-in-Chief  in 
America,  so  as  to  be  in  a  situation  to  begin  the  operations 
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of  the  campaign  as  soon  as  may  he  any  way  practicable 
by  attempting  to  make  an  irmption  into  Canada.' 

The  King  is  pleased  to  furnish  all  the  men  so  raised  with 
arms,  ammunition  and  tents,  as  well  as  to  order  provisions 
to  be  issued  for  the  same  by  his  Majesty's  commissaries, 
in  the  same  proportion  and  manner  as  is  done  to  the  rest 
of  the  King's  forces.  A  sufficient  train  of  artillery  will 
also  be  provided  at  his  Majesty's  expense  for  the  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign.  The  whole  therefore  that  his 
Majesty  expects  and  requires  from  the  several  Provinces, 
is  the  levying,  clothing  and  pay  of  the  men.  And  on  these 
heads  also,  that  no  encouragement  may  be  wanting  to  this 
great  and  salutary  attempt,  the  King  is  further  most 
graciously  pleased  to  permit  his  Secretary  of  State  to 
acquaint  me  that  strong  recommendations  will  be  made  to 
Parliament  in  their  session  next  year,  to  grant  a  proper 
compensation  for  soch  expenses  as  above,  according  as  the 
active  vigor  and  strenuous  efforts  of  the  respective  Prov- 
inces shall  justly  appear  to  merit. 

Similar  orders  are  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  New 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey; 
and  the  aonthem  governments  are  also  directed  to  raise 
men  in  the  same  manner  to  be  employed  in  such  offensive 
operations  as  the  circumstances  and  sitnation  of  the 
enemy's  posts  in  those  parts  may  point  oat. 

Gentlemen  of  thb  General  Absemblt. — When  you  con- 
sider the  great  expense  the  Crown  is  at  in  supporting  and 
preserving  these  countries,  I  persuade  myself  you  cannot 
hesitate  a  moment  in  granting  ample  and  sufficient  supplies 
for  levying,  clothing  and  paying  as  large  a  body  of  men 
as  the  number  of  our  inhabitants  will  allow,  especially  as 

1  An  act  passed  March  24,  ebap.  1069,  provided  for  raising  two  thooaand 
■ix  hundred  eighty  men  in  New  York  to  become  part  of  an  army  of  twenty 
thonsand  men,  to  be  raised  in  sereral  ProTinoea,  to  invade  the  Freneh  pon- 
Masions  In  Canada  in  eoqjunction  with  regular  troops. 
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these  snpplies  are  so  essential  to  your  ovn  immediate 
safety  and  futare  security. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  A2n>  Gbnebal  Asseublt. — 
These  Provinces,  if  they  exert  tiiemselves  with  vigor,  are 
able  to  send  into  the  field  such  a  body  of  men  as  by  the 
blessing  of  God  may  give  us  ■well-grounded  expectations 
of  success.  I  hope  a  number  of  brave  men  who  have  at 
heart  the  honor  of  a  brave  and  the  beat  of  Kings  will  volun- 
tarily and  cheerfully  engage  in  a  service  on  the  success 
of  which  their  properties,  theii'  civil  and  religious  liberties 
depend. 

The  nature  of  the  service  laid  before  you  requires  the 
greatest  dispatch.  We  have  no  time  to  lose  as  the  troops 
ought  soon  to  be  in  readiness.  I  therefore  expect  that  in 
case  a  sufficient,  number  do  not  offer  volmitarily,  yon  will 
forthwith  enable  me  by  an  effectual  law  to  complete  the 
levies  in  due  time.  I  see  no  other  method  of  doing  this 
than  of  draughting  men  from  the  militia.' 

Gentlemen. —  I  can  add  nothing  more  to  animate  your 
zeal.  The  dangers  impending  on  North  America,  the  sstra- 
ordinary  succours  supplied  by  the  Crown,  the  losses  we 
have  sustained,  the  proximity  and  accessibility  of  this 
Province,  more  immediately  obnoxious  to  the  main  irrup- 
tions of  the  enemy  from  Canada,  are  the  most  powerful 
and  cogent  motives  that  can  be  8i^;gested  to  induce  yon  to 
exert  your  most  vigorous  efforts  on  this  truly  important 
and  critical  occasion. 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

City  of  New  YoA, 
March  10,  1758. 


9  The  Mt,  March  24th,  cited  tn  note  1,  nude  prarlatoa  for  detaching  or 
drafting  men  from  the  militia,  if  »  snfficient  number  of  men  did  not  ToluntMr 
bf  the  16th  of  April,  and  the  act  pnaeribed  the  number  which  might  be 
dntfted  from  each  toxmtj. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
MBTch  14.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  said: 

'*  The  just  sense  you  have  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious 
intentions  for  the  protection  and  security  of  his  royal  sub- 
jects, in  North  America,  is  very  agreeable  to  me,  and  leaves 
me  no  room  to  doubt  but  you  will  effectually  enable  me  to 
raise  such  a  body  of  men  as  the  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Province  will  allow.  For  this  purpose,  I  rely  on 
your  loyalty  and  zeal  for  bis  Majesty's  service,  and  the 
regard  you  owe  to  the  safety  of  the  people  of  this  and  the 
other  Provinces."     (See  note  1.) 

Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address,  he  said  the  Prov- 
ince had  a  ' '  roost  favorable  opportunity  of  ehedting  effect- 
ually the  power  of  an  enemy  almost  incessantly  employed 
in  distressing  them." 

March  15.  Transmitting  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
General  Abercrombie,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said  an 
embargo  had  been  laid  on  all  vessels  exceeding  fifty  tons 
burden.    Continuing  he  said: 

"  I  learn,  with  a  sensible  mortification,  that  several  able 
bodied  men  are  leaving  their  habitations  merely  to  decline 
a  service  in  which  the  Honor  of  their  King,  the  present 
safety  and  future  security  of  their  country,  are  so  deeply 
interested.  Is  this  a  behavior  which  his  Majesty  could  ex- 
pect from  his  faithful  and  brave  subjects  in.  this  part  of 
the  world? 

"We  see  a  powerful  alliance  formed  in  Europe,  between 
the  Roman  Catholic  Princes,  with  a  view  to  overwhelm 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  possibly  to  extirpate  the 
Protestant  religion.  One  of  these  is  at  open  war  with  our 
mother  country,  and  carrying  on  a  severe  and  cruel  war 
against  us  in  these  countries;  and  shall  any  one  here  be 
backward  in  their  purses  and  persons,  to  second  the  great 
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things  his  Majesty  is  doing  for  us,  and  suffer  perhaps  the 
last  opportunity  to  slip  of  saving  your  country! 

I  need  not  represent  the  losses  and  dangers  of  last  year. 
I  am  fnlly  persuaded  you  will  do  everything  on  your  parts. 
Do  it  speedily,  that  I  may  have  an  early  opportunity  to 
acquaint  the  General  with  the  steps  that  are  taking."  {See 
note  1.) 

March  24.  The  Assembly  requested  permission  to  ad- 
journ so  that  its  members  might  return  home  to  "  expedite 
and  forward  the  levies  of  men."  The  Lieutenant-G-ovemor 
consenting,  the  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  first  Tues- 
day of  May.  A  quorum  did  not  appear  until  the  9th  of 
May. 

May  10.  THie  Lieutenant-G-ovemor  sent  the  following 
message  to  both  Houses : 

"  I  desire  you  will  now  proceed  on  the  business  I  have 
before  recommended  to  you,  to  wit,  paying  the  public  debts,* 
revising  the  militia  laws,  making  tiiem  more  effectual  for 
these  times,  and  throwing  the  whole  into  one  bill,  as  also 
that  you  will  take  into  your  consideration,  the  several  other 
matters  recommended  to  you  in  mj  former  message,  of  tiie 
7th  of  December  last. 

The  act  for  regulating  the  pilots,  and  establi^ing  their 
pilotage,  a  very  necessary  law,  is  expired;  and  should  he 
revived.* 

No  provision  has  been  made  for  a  chaplain  to  the  foroes 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province;  when  this  is  done,  I  shall  take 
care  to  appoint  a  well  qualified  person  to  this  service.' 
JAMES  DELANCEY." 

May  19.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Lieutenant-' 
Governor  an  address,  protesting  against  continuing  the 

s  Payment  of  public  debts  was  provided  for  hy  ul  ftct  pksaed  JtUM  34, 
chap.  1003. 

*  Chap.  lOM,  passed  June  3d,  rerivcd  tbe  pilot  law  ot  1TG7. 

BHay  loth  the  Assembly  passed  a  resolution  T«eoDunendlng  that  the  eon- 
pensation  of  the  chaplain  be  fixed  at  ten  shlllinga  per  diem,  and  that  ha  bt 
fumiahed  vith  a  anltable  tcnL 
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heavy  expenses  incident  to  the  subsistence  of  Frencb 
priBoners,  and  requesting  that  they  be  sent  ont  of  the 
colony.  The  Lientenant-Qovemor  replied  on  the  23d,  say- 
ing that  as  the  embargo  had  been  t^en  off,  he  would  give 
orders  to  have  the  French  prisoners  sent  away  as  soon  as 
possible. 
Jnne  3.     TheA88emblywa8adjonmedtothe27thin8tant. 


1788.    NOTBHBBS.    TWEITTT-SBTXnTH  ASSEMBLT,  XLSTKXTH 


JAHES  DE  LANCEY,  Ueutenant-Govemor. 

After  several  adjonmments  from  June  27th,  a  few  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly  appeared  on  the  14th  of  November 
according  to  executive  proclamaticm,  but  there  was  no 
quorum  until  the  2lBt,  when  the  Lieutenant-Governor  deliv- 
ered the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  Gbneeal  Asseublt. — 
I  take  this  first  opportunity  of  our  meeting  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  in  North  America. 
The  reduction  of  Louisbonrg,  and,  in  consequence,  of  the 
islands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John's,  is  an  acquisition 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  safety  of  the  Northern  colonies ;  may  they  always  con- 
tinue in  the  British  possession.  The  taking  and  destroying 
so  many  of  the  enemy's  ships  on  this  occasion,  whereby  the 
French  navy  is  considerably  weakened,  is  an  additional 
heavy  loss  to  them,  and  all  this  has  been  achieved  with  so 
little  loss  on  our  part,  as  is  scarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  any 
instance. 

And  though  by  our  repulse  and  retreat  from  Ticon- 
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derc>g;a,  the  sangaiae  hopes  ve  had  entertained  of  snccess 
in  that  quarter  have  been  disappointed,  yet  the  enemy 
have  gained  no  ground  there,  and  things  are  as  they  were 
on  Hudson's  Biver  the  beginning  of  the  campaign. 

On  the  other  side,  Major-General  Abercrombie  sent 
Brigadier  Stanwix  with  a  considerable  body  of  provindals 
up  the  Mohawk's  River,  where  a  fort  has  been  built  at  the 
Oneida  station,  whereby  an  important  pass  is  secured^ 
throngh  which  one  of  the  French  generals  was  to  have 
made  an  irruption  last  spring,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
diligence  of  onr  army,  which  advanced  so  fast  as  to  oblige 
the  Frendi  general  at  Ticonderoga  to  recall  him  to  oppoee 
onr  troops. 

It  was  from  this  station  that  Lieutenant-Coionel  Brad- 
street,  in  consequence  of  orders  received  from  General 
Abercrombie,  proceeded  to  attack  the  Frendi  Fort  Fron- 
tenao  at  Cadaraqui,  which  he  accomplished,  taking  and 
destroying  the  fort.  This  event  was  attended  with  happy 
circumstances ;  at  this  place  were  taken  all  the  vessels  the 
French  had  on  the  lake,  which  have  been  burnt;  in  the  fort 
were  found  a  great  number  of  arms,  an  immense  quantity 
of  provisions  and  Indian  goods  of  all  kinds,  being  the 
magazine  from  whence  Niagara  and  the  other  French  posts 
westward  were  to  be  furnished.  These  have  all  been  de- 
stroyed or  brought  away,  the  effects  of  which  will  be 
severely  felt  by  the  enemy  this  winter. 

I  mention  the  events  in  North  America  as  being  near  to 
yon  and  more  immediately  engaging  your  attention.  I 
have,  however,  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  by  the 
latest  advices,  affairs  in  Europe  take  a  favorable  turn  for 
bis  Majesty  and  his  allies,  and  we  may  hope  for  a  happy 
issue  of  the  campaign. 

Gentleuen. — I  have  now  to  recommend  to  yon  to  pro- 
ceed with  dispatch  on  the  usual  business  of  tiiis  season, 
and  must  acquaint  yon  that  the  public  service  has  called 
40 
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me  to  Albany  once  last  year  and  twice  this,  wbidi  yoa  will 
take  into  your  consideration.' 

On  representations  from  the  inhabitants  of  TJlster  and 
Orange  of  the  incorsions  of  the  Indians  into  their  settle- 
ments, I  ordered  an  officer  and  24  additional  men  into  the 
blockhouses  for  their  protection,  and  Col.  Hardenbergh 
having  ordered  a  party  of  militia  ont,  npon  the  Indians 
killing  one  of  the  inhabitants  within  a  mile  of  the  church 
at  Rochester,  I  directed  him  to  keep  them  on  the  scont  till 
the  danger  of  any  further  misdiief  was  over;  when  the 
accounts  of  the  expense  accruing  from  this  service  are 
brought  in,  they  shall  be  laid  before  you.  These  militia  I 
have  ordered  to  be  dismissed  as  General  Abercrombie  baa 
ordered  the  light  armed  infantry  to  be  posted  in  those 
parts.  He  has  also  acquainted  me  that  he  would  order  the 
New  York  regiment  to  be  disbanded  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  it  is  done. 

Gentlemen. — If  there  be  any  laws  to  be  revived  or  con- 
tinued, or  new  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  within  my  government,  you  will  find  me  ready  to 
give  my  assent  to  them. 

JAMES  DE  LANCET. 

City  of  New  York, 
21st  November,  1758. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
November  24.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  said  the  fort  at  Oneida  station, 
erected  by  Brigadier-General  Stauwix,  was  a  very  respect- 
able one,  and  he  hoped  the  Assembly  would  exert  them- 
selves on  all  proper  occasions  to  raise  needed  men  and 

iThe  ularlea  act,  passed  December  16Ui,  clup.  106S,  appropriated  tlir*« 
hundred  pounds  to  pay  tte  Lieutenant-Ooremor's  expense!  on  Umm  thrtr 
Tislts  to  Albany. 
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money  as  the  necessities  of  the  King's  serrioe  and  the 
condition  of  the  colony  might  require. 

The  same  day  the  Lieatenant-Govemor  thanked  the 
Council  for  a  similar  address. 

November  28.  Becommending  the  erection  of  blo(^- 
honses  for  the  protection  of  Kingston.' 

December  6.  Transmitting  acoouiits  presented  by  the 
second  regiment  of  Ulster  County  for  service  on  the  west- 
em  frontier. 

December  16.  The  Assembly  and  Coimoil  presented  a 
joint  address  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  relative  to  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  colony  in  1756  and  1758  in  furnish- 
ing supplies  for  troops.  The  address  referred  to  the  fact 
that  other  colonies  had  been  reimbursed  for  similar  ex- 
penses, stated  the  amonnt  stiU  due  New  York,  and  requested 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  present  the  matter  to  the  home 
government  for  adjustment,  and  if  possible  procure  the 
reimbursement  of  the  amounts  expended  by  the  colony.  It 
appeared  from  the  address  that  the  colony  had  incurred  a 
debt  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  military  purposes 
during  the  year  1758.  The  address  declared  that  the  New 
York  troops  "were  in  the  £eld  much  earlier  than  any 
troops  from  the  other  Provinces,  and  were  employed  in  the 
severe  services  of  transporting  provisions  in  battoes  to 
Fort  Edward,  and  cuttiug  a  road  from  thence  to  Fort 
William  Henry. 

That  after  the  unhappy  repulse  at  Ticonderago  (in  which 
many  of  them  fell),  the  remainder  were  sent  to  the  Oneida 
station,  and  out  of  them  were  taken  above  one  third  of  the 
army,  that,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Bradstreet,  not  only 
took  and  destroyed  Fort  Frontenac  at  Cadaraqni,  with  the 
vast  stock  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores  lodged  there, 
but  also  every  vessel  the  enemy  had  on  the  Lake  Ontario; 

I  The  nlariei  act,  cluip.  1066,  ApproprUted  on«  liniidrad  flftr  pounds  to 
aid  Kingiton  in  erecting  thn«  blodcboiiHi  to  ))»  locaM  mtder  tba  dlrwtfam 
of  the  Ijeatenant-QoTemor. 
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&  service  that  reflects  as  mncb  honor  on  the  troops  vho 
performed  it,  as  it  has  brought  distress  on  the  enranies 
garrisons  to  the  westward,  which  frcHu  that  events  cannot 
be  relieved  without  the  greatest  labor  and  hazard,  if  re- 
lieved at  all. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  troops  of  this  Province,  were 
employed  in  bnilding  the  Oneida  Fort;  and  being  rejoined 
by  the  detachment  under  Col.  Bradstreet,  continned  in  that 
service,  till  the  same  fort  was  finished,  in  the  latter  end  of 
November  last,  during  which  campaign,  by  reason  of  exces- 
sive fatigues,  laborious  mardies,  and  the  hardships  of  an 
encampment  in  the  wilderness,  and  the  want  of  necessaries 
suited  to  their  diseases,  great  numbers  lost  their  lives,  and 
at  the  time  of  their  discharge,  were  found  to  be  greatly 
reduced. 

That  the  burthen  of  the  present  war  has  fallen  so  heavy 
on  this  small  colony,  that  the  number  of  hands  employed  in 
the  battoe  service,  and  in  land  carriages,  and  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Troops,  has  been  so  great,  that  according  to  oompu- 
tations  which  have  been  most  exact,  it  appears  that  nearly 
every  fifth  man  in  the  Province,  has  been  employed  in  his 
Majesty's  service  in  the  present  campaign. 

That  the  emission  of  bills  of  credit  within  this  present 
year,  together  with  former  emissions,  which  the  exigencies 
of  the  Colony  rendered  unavoidable,  have  so  greatly  in- 
creased our  public  debts,  that  the  paper  cnrren(^  which 
has  been  substituted  in  lien  of  ready  money  for  Tn«Tring 
immediate  payment,  is  in  great  danger  of  being  depre- 
(dated,  and  the  Colony  so  impoverished  by  the  excessive 
weight  of  taxes  already  laid  on  the  people,  that  we  find  our 
abilities  far  short  of  our  inclination  to  assist  in  any  future 
operations,  unless  we  are  in  some  very  considerable  degree 
supported  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain." 

Continuing  the  address  reminded  the  Lientenant-Gov- 
emor  that  New  York  in  the  year  1754  "  transmitted  five 
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thousand  ponnds  to  the  govermnent  of  Virginia  to  assist 
that  Province  in  its  defence  against  the  Frendi  and  their 
Indians,  which  they  had  gained  over  to  their  party;"  that 
in  1755,  five  thoosand  potmds  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  general  service  which  was  need  in  the  Braddock  cam- 
paign and  for  other  pnriwses ;  and  that  in  the  same  year 
New  York  contributed  eight  thousand  pounds  to  Connecti- 
cut The  address  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds  from  the  home  government  to  be  used  for 
military  purposes. 

The  address  further  says  that  "  well  knowing  that  this 
Province  from  its  commodious  situation  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  British  colonies,  and  its  inland 
navigation,  which  admits  of  an  easy  passage  from  Canada, 
and  the  remotest  lakes,  through  the  same  to  the  ocean,  has 
long  been  the  envy,  and  the  conquest  of  it,  the  object  of  the 
ambition  of  France;  hence  have  sprung  the  many  encroadi- 
ments  which  have  been  made  by  the  Frendi  particularly 
within  this  Province  at  Crown  Point  and  Niagara;  their 
unwearied  endeavor  at  all  times  to  corrupt  and  alienate 
the  affections  and  allegiance  of  our  Five  Nations  of  In- 
dians, and  their  bloody  cmelties  repeatedly  committed  by 
them  on  our  Frontiers." 

December  16.  The  Lieutenant-Governor,  replying  to  the 
foregoing  address,  said  he  would  transmit  it  to  the  King 
and  his  ministers  of  state. 

December  16.  After  publishing  the  laws  passed  at  this 
session,  the  Assembly  was  dissolved.  In  his  speech  on  this 
occasion,  the  Lieutenant-G-ovemor  said  the  Assembly  was 
not  dissolved  from  any  distaste  of  their  proceedings,  but 
declared  that  they  had  done  a  great  deal  for  the  King  and 
their  country  and  deserved  the  approbation  of  their  oon- 
stitnents.  He  said  it  was  not  probable  that  the  King's  com- 
mands concerning  military  operations  during  the  ensuing 
year  would  be  received  in  time  to  permit  the  Assonbly  to 
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transact  necessary  bneiness  before  the  term  of  its  existence 
would  expire  under  the  limitation  of  the  septennial  act,  and 
that  for  that  reason  a  new  Assembly  should  be  called  as 
soon  as  practicable. 


17B9.    JAHUAKr.    XWXHTT-BIGHTH  ASSIIIBLT,  FISST  SBSSKHT. 

JAMBS  DE  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

This  Assembly  was  called  by  writs  of  election  returnable 
January  26,  1759,  but  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the 
weather,  a  quorum  did  not  appear,  and  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  prorogued  the  Assembly  to  the  3l8t.  A  quomm 
appeared  at  that  time,  and  the  next  day,  February  Ist,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 
OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlemeh  of  the  CouNcnj  and  Gkwbeai,  Assembly. — 
I  ta^e  this  opportunity  of  our  first  meeting  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Forbes,  who  after  many  diffi- 
culties and  disappointments,  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon 
and  destroy  Fort  Duquesne,  an  event  whidi  restores  a  lai^ 
and  extensive  territory  to  his  Majesty's  subjection  and  will 
re-establish  and  strengthen  the  British  interest  and  influ- 
ence among  the  Indians  in  those  parts. 

I  thought  it  proper  you  should  meet  at  this  time,  being 
in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  his  Majesty's  commands 
with  regard  to  the  operations  against  the  enemy  next 
season.  As  these  are  not  yet  come,  I  shall  rec<»nmend  to 
you  some  few  things  which  appear  to  me  to  be  for  the  public 
utility  and  to  merit  your  consideration. 

In  all  trading  places  which  are  difficult  of  access  as  this 
port  is,  it  is  exi>edient  that  the  pilots  and  their  pilotage  be 
regulated  by  law.    This  is  now  more  especially  necessary, 
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when  Ma  Majesty's  service  must  lead  many  of  his  own 
ships,  as  well  as  others  taken  up  for  his  use,  to  this  port. 
You  will  therefore  revive  the  law  for  this  purpose,  which 
expired  the  first  of  last  month,  with  any  additions  that  may 
be  judged  needful.* 

The  act  for  impressing  horses,  carriages,  etc.,  to  carry 
on  his  llajesty's  service  in  this  Province  should  be  revised 
and  modeled  in  such  manner  as  to  make  it  effectnal,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  guard  against  any  abuses.' 

When  the  labor  of  every  subject  is  so  valuable  to  the 
public  as  it  now  is,  the  liberty  of  their  persons  becomes 
more  immediately  the  object  of  the  Legislature.  In  this 
view,  I  recommend  to  you  the  preparing  a  bill  for  prevent- 
ing frivolona  and  vexations  arrests,  or  any  other  that  may 
answer  so  salutary  an  end. 

Gektlbmen  of  the  Geneeai.  AfiSEMBLT. —  Some  expenses 
have  accrued  the  last  year  for  the  necessary  defence  of  the 
counties  of  Ulster  and  Orange  against  the  iacursions  of  the 
Indians,  which  should  be  provided  for,  as  also  any  other 
debts  of  the  government. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Cottncil  and  General  Assembly. — 
Nothing  can  be  a  stronger  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  a  Legis- 
lature than  providing  for  the  future  security  and  pros- 
perity of  their  country.  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you 
seriously  to  consider  of  some  plan  for  forming  under 
proper  regulations,  strong  settlements  on  the  frontiers.' 

1 A  Uw  reUtiag  to  pllota  wm  paiKd  H*reh  7th,  cliap.   1083. 

>  An  ket  pASsed  Mftreh  7,  chapter  1094,  authorized  the  impresimeiit  of  men 
and  nippllu  for  the  purposes  of  the  war. 

SA  Joint  committee  of  the  two  houaes  waa  appointed  to  coneider  the  nA- 
Jeet  of  frontier  (ettlementa,  and  on  the  7th  of  March,  when  the  Assembly 
adjourned,  a  reaoiutlon  waa  adopted  providing  that  the  members  of  the 
Aasenblj  from  tlie  d^  of  New  Torlc,  together  with  Robert  R.  Livln^nton 
and  William  LiTingiton,  be  a  committee  to  join  a  committee  of  the  Council 
to  consider  the  Llentenant-OoTemor's  recommendation.  The  committee  wis 
TMtad  with  authority  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  was  required  to 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Auembly.  The  Tccorda  do  not  contain  any 
report  from  tUt  eunmlttee. 
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We  have  rich  and  very  valaable  lands  on  the  borders  of 
this  Province,  and  shoald  avail  ouiBelves  of  the  advantages 
which  may  offer  at  the  end  of  the  war  to  promote  and 
encourage  such  settlements  as  may  be  a  barrier  to  ns 
against  the  enemy.  We  may  rely  on  bis  Majesty's  counte- 
nancing any  well-concerted  measure  for  this  purpose,  and 
have  reason  to  hope  for  his  royal  aid  and  assistance  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  We  have  severely  felt  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  war  the  effects  of  former  inattention.  Lay 
therefore  the  foundations  of  future  security  now,  when 
these  are  fresh  in  your  memories,  to  prevent  the  like  evil 
effects  hereafter. 

Gbntxemen. — These  are  the  matters  that  have  occurred 
to  me  as  fitting  to  be  recommended  to  you.  Any  bills  you 
shall  prepare  will  have  their  due  weight  with  me  as  I  can 
have  no  motive  to  influence  my  conduct  but  the  dnty  I  owe 
to  the  King,  and  the  service  of  the  country. 

JAMES  DE  LANCET. 

New  York,  Ist  February,  1759. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

February  3.  Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address,  and 
especially  for  its  approval  of  his  suggestion  that  strong 
settlements  should  be  made  on  the  frontiers  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.    (See  note  3.) 

February  6.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 

February  20.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  follow- 
ing communication  to  both  Houses: 

"  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have 
received  the  commands  of  our  most  gracious  King,  ever 
attentive  to  the  welfare  and  lasting  prosperity  of  all  his 
subjects,  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  approaching 
campaign,  by  letter  hearing  date  the  9th  of  December,  from 
the  Eight  Honorable  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  signifying  that 
his  Majesty  having  nothing  so  much  at  heart,  as  to  im- 
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prove  the  great  and  important  advantages  gained  last 
campaign,  as  well  as  to  repair  the  disappointment  at  Ti- 
conderago,  and  by  the  most  vigorous  and  extensive  efforts, 
to  avert  hj  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  arms,  all  dangers 
which  may  threaten  North  America,  from  any  fntnre  irrup- 
tions of  the  French ;  and  that  the  King  not  doubting  that  all 
his  faithful  and  brave  subjects  here  will  cheerfnllyco-oiwr- 
ate  with,  and  second  to  the  utmost,  the  large  expense  and  ex- 
traordinary Buccoura  supplied  by  Great  Britain,  for  their 
preservation  and  defence ;  and  his  Majesty  considering,  that 
the  several  Provinces  in  particular  from  proximity  and  ac- 
cessibility of  situation,  more  immediately  obnoxious  to  the 
main  irruptions  of  the  enemy  from  Canada,  are  of  them- 
selves well  able  to  furnish  at  least  20,000men,tojoinabody 
of  the  British  forces  invading  Canada,  and  carrying  war  into 
the  heart  of  the  enemy's  possessions.  And  his  Majesty 
not  judging  it  expedient  to  limit  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  any 
of  his  Provinces,  by  making  a  repartition  of  the  force  to  be 
raised  by  each  respectively  for  this  most  important  service, 
it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  I  should  forthwith  use  my 
utmost  endeavors  and  influence  with  you  to  raise  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  within  this  Government,  as  large  a  body 
of  men  as  you  did  the  last  year,  and  even  as  many  more  as 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants  may  allow,  to  be  formed  into 
regiments,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  as  early  as 
may  be,  to  march  to  the  rendezvous,  which  his  Majesty's 
Commander-in-Chief  in  North  America  shall  appoint,  in 
order  to  proceed  from  thence  in  conjunction  with  a  body  of 
the  King's  British  forces,  and  under  the  supreme  command 
of  his  Majesty's  Commander-in-Chief  in  America,  so  as  to 
be  in  a  sitnation  to  begin  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
as  soon  as  possible,  by  attempting  to  make  an  irraption 
into  Canada,  in  such  way  and  according  to  such  eirenm- 
Btances  as  his  Majesty's  Commander-in-Chief  shall  judge 
most  effectual.    And  the  better  to  facilitate  this  important 
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service,  the  King  is  pleased  to  leave  it  to  me  to  issue  com- 
missions to  such  gentlemen  of  this  Province,  as  I  shall 
judge  from  their  weight  and  credit  with  the  people,  and 
their  zeal  for  the  public  service,  may  be  best  disposed  and 
able  to  quicken  and  effectuate  it;  the  whole  forces,  when 
joined,  to  be  under  a  due  subonlination  to  Ms  Majesty's 
Commander-in-Chief;  and  all  officers  as  high  as  colonels, 
inclusive,  for  their  encouragement,  are  to  have  rank  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  commissions,  agreeable  to  the 
regulations  contained  in  hia  Majesty's  warrant  of  the  30th 
of  December,  1757. 

The  King  is  also  pleased  to  furnish  all  the  men  so  raised 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  tents,  as  well  as  to  order  pro- 
visions to  be  issued  to  them  by  his  Majesty's  commissaries, 
in  the  same  proportion  and  manner  as  is  done  to  the  rest  of 
the  King's  forces.  A  sufficient  train  of  artillery  will  be 
provided  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign.  Boats  and 
vessels  necessary  for  the  transportation  of  the  army  on 
this  expedition  wUl  also  be  provided  at  the  King's  charge. 
The  whole  therefore  that  his  Majesty  expects  and  requires 
from  the  several  Provinces  is  the  levying,  clothing  and 
paying  the  men;  and  on  these  heads  also,  that  no  encour- 
agement may  be  wanting  to  this  great  and  salutary  attempt, 
the  King  is  further  most  graciously  pleased  to  permit  tiie 
Bight  Honorable  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to  acquaint  me,  fhat 
strong  recommendations  will  be  made  to  Parliament,  in 
their  sessions  next  year,  to  grant  a  proper  compensation 
for  such  expenses  as  above,  aocording  as  the  active  vigor 
and  strennons  efforts  of  the  respective  Provinces  shaH 
justly  appear  to  merit. 

I  am  also  to  inform  you  that  similar  orders  are  sent  by 
the  same  conveyance  to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts 
Bay,  Ehode  Island,  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey;  the  south- 
ern governments  are  also  directed  to  raise  men  in  the  same 
manner,  to  be  employed  in  sudi  offensive  operations  as  the 
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drcnmstances  and  sitaatioD  of  the  enemy's  posts  in  those 
parts  may  point  out;  which  it  is  hoped  will  oblige  them  to 
divide  their  attention  and  forces,  as  will  render  the  several 
attempts  more  easy  and  snccessfnl. 

Gentlemen. — This  is  what  I  had  to  lay  before  yon  by  bis 
Majesty's  command;  and  can  anything  animate  yonr  zeal 
on  this  important  occasion  more  than  the  consideration  that 
the  large  expense  and  extraordinary  snccours  of  yonr 
mother  comitry  have  nothing  else  for  their  object  thui  to 
avert  all  dangers  that  may  threaten  yon  from  any  future 
attempts  of  the  French  I  Yon  will  therefore  with  alacrity 
second  to  the  utmost  measures  calculated  for  your  own  de- 
fence and  preservation. 

The  King  is  carrying  on  a  war  in  Europe  to  maintain 
the  Protestant  Beligion,  and  defend  the  common  cause  of 
liberty  and  independency,  in  which  he  is  cheerfully  and 
vigorously  supported  by  the  united  voice  of  his  people, 
manifested  in  the  addresses  of  the  Lords  and  Commons. 
Let  the  same  spirit  which  actuates  them  animate  you,  that 
we  may  proceed  with  the  utmost  application  and  diapatch 
in  this  urgent  and  decisive  crisis.  I  do  therefore  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  that  you  will  immediately  set 
about  this  necessary  work,  and  come  to  speedy  and  vigor- 
ous resolutions,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  on  onr  parts, 
and  that  the  forces  of  this  Province  may  be  ready  to  attend 
his  Majesty's  Commander-in-Chief,  whenever  he  shall 
be^n  his  operations. 

The  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  in  the  reduction  of  the  strong  fortress  at  Loniabonrg, 
under  the  conduct  of  his  Excellency  General  Amherst,  I 
look  upon  as  a  happy  presage,  by  the  same  divine  blessing, 
of  fntnre  success  under  his  direction;  may  you  then,  and 
the  other  Northern  Colonies,  so  strengthen  his  hands  as  to 
enable  him  to  remove  the  enemy  at  such  a  distance  that  we 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


636  Mbsbaqeb  fbom  the  Qovesnob. 

may  never  hereafter  dread  their  attempts  or  cmel  irmp- 
tions.* 

Qbntlbmen. — ^I  am  sensible  of  your  loyalty  and  duty 
to  his  Majesty,  and  am  persuaded  you  will  give  proofs 
thereof  at  this  crisis. 

I  send  yon  a  copy  of  General  Amherst's  letter  to  me  of 
the  16th  instant. 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

February  26.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  ihe  follow- 
ing message  to  the  Assembly : 

"  Ton  have  already  been  apprised  by  hie  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Amherst's  letter  to  me,  of  the  16th  instant,  (a  copy  of 
which  was  laid  before  yon)  that  he  intends  to  begin  the 
operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign  as  soon  as  the  season 
will  permit.  I  must  therefore  earnestly  recommend  it  to 
yon  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  fix  the  propor- 
tion of  men  which  each  county  is  to  furnish,  and  that  yon 
will  lose  no  time  in  preparing  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  and 
to  impower  me,  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers 
shall  not  enlist  within  due  time,  to  make  up  the  deficiency 
by  drafts  out  of  the  militia,  as  has  been  done  before  on  the 
like  occasions.  We  have  had  experience  of  this  method, 
and  have  found  it  effectual;  for  then  every  man  liable  to 
be  detached  makes  it  a  common  cause  and  concern  to  en- 
courage and  promote  voluntary  enlistments,  whereby  the 
nomber  is  more  easily  and  readily  completed. 

As  yon  are  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  the  present  war  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty, 
and  so  heartily  disposed  to  facilitate  his  gracious  designs 

4  An  act  paued  Mftreh  7th,  chap.  1082,  proTJded  for  nising  two  tliotuutd 
■ix  IkDndred  eighty  men  to  become  p&rt  of  «  colonial  annj'  of  twenty  thousan*! 
for  the  pending  caiapalgn,  and  appropriated  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
for  military  expenaeB,  to  be  raised  by  the  iMue  of  bills  of  credit.  The 
act  aathoriied  the  Lieutenant-QOTemor  to  draft  men  from  tlie  militia  if  a 
mffident  nomber  did  not  volonteer  by  the  4th  of  AprIL 
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for  the  secority  and  defence  of  his  American  subjects,  I 
am  persuaded  you  will  do  all  in  yonr  power  to  facilitate 
and  expedite  the  levies  you  have  voted.    (See  note  4.) 
JAMES  DELANCET." 

Harch  7.  The  Assembly  was  adgonmed  to  the  27th,  but 
did  not  meet  again  until  June  26. 

June  27.  The  Lientenant-Govemor  sent  the  following 
communication  to  both  Houses : 

"  Having  on  the  14th  instant  received  a  letter  from  his 
Excellency  Graieral  Amherst,  bearing  date  the  8th,  relating 
to  the  King's  immediate  service,  and  which  could  not  admit 
of  any  delay,  I  resolved  to  call  you  together  as  soon  as 
possible,  though  at  an  unusual  and  perhaps  inconvenient 
season  of  the  year, 

I  herewith  send  you  an  extract  of  the  General's  letter, 
whereby  you  will  perceive  that  the  contractor's  agent  not 
being  able  to  supply  the  sums  of  money  necessary  to 
answer  the  large  demands  made  for  carrying  on  his  Maj- 
esty's service,  the  General  was  compelled  in  this  situation, 
that  his  operations  and  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms 
might  not  be  retarded,  to  apply  for  a  loan  of  £150,000,  New 
York  currency,  in  bills  of  the  Province,  redeemable  in 
twelve  months  after  their  date,  by  the  moneys  arising  from 
bills  of  exchange,  to  be  drawn  by  Mr.  Mortier,  deputy  pay- 
master (General. 

As  the  distress  the  service  is  in  for  want  of  money,  and 
the  incapacity  of  the  contractor's  agents  to  remove  the 
same,  sufficiently  evinces  and  warrants  the  necessity  of 
the  General's  having  recourse  to  this  method,  so  was  it  a 
sufficient  reason  for  my  calling  you  together  so  suddenly; 
and  I  did  it  in  a  full  assurance  that  yon  would  cheerfully 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  giving  a  fresh  proof  of  your 
loyalty  to  the  King,  and  zeal  for  his  service. 

I  am  BO  fnlly  persuaded  of  yonr  readily  coming  into  the 
loan  proposed,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  no  advantage  be 
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taken  of  these  preseing  wants  which  call  for  the  speediest 
supply,  that  I  think  it  needless  to  urge  any  other  argnments 
to  induce  yon  to  it.' 

JAMES  DBIiANCEY." 

July  3.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  the  31st,  but 
did  not  meet  again  until  the  17th  of  October. 

October  17.  The  Lieatenant-Ck>vemor  sent  the  following 
communication  to  both  Houses: 

"  His  Excellency  Major  General  Amherst  having  made 
several  important  and  valuable  acquisitions  from,  the 
enemy,  and  being  determined  to  take  such  measures  as 
shall  effectually  ensure  the  advantages  of  this  campaign 
by  building  forts  in  proper  places,  and  thereby  putting  it 
out  of  the  enemy's  power  to  regain  any  of  their  late  losses; 
and  foreseeing  that  it  was  more  than  probable  that  such 
of  the  Provincial  forces  as  are  by  their  Legislatures  pro- 
vided for  only  to  the  first  of  November,  could  not  be  dis- 
charged soon  enough  to  be  at  their  respective  homes  by 
that  time,  without  quitting  the  essential  works  they  were 
employed  in,  hath,  for  these  reasons,  made  a  general  ap- 
plication to  such  of  the  colonies  as  had  provided  for  the  pay 
of  their  troops  only  to  that  time,  to  make  a  further  pro- 
vision for  them. 

In  consequence  of  this  application,  I  have  called  you 
together  now,  prindpally  for  this  purpose. 

The  General's  proposal  is  so  reasonable,  his  measures  so 
well  calculated  for  his  Majesty's  service,  the  present  safety, 
and  lasting  security  of  this  and  the  other  Colonies,  that  I 
cannot,  in  duty  to  the  King,  and  in  regard  fo  your  future 
prosperity  omit  most  earnestly  recommending  it  to  you, 

c  Payment  of  thii  debt  wob  aaaumed  by  &ii  act  passed  July  3d,  chap.  10S7. 
which  authori^d  bills  of  credit  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  ponnda. 
In  his  special  meaaags  of  May  14,  1760,  the  Identenant-OorBrnor  notes  the 
repayment  of  this  loan. 
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that  yon  would  immediately  enable  me  to  comply  mth  the 
General's  request,  by  making  provision  for  the  pay  of  the 
troops  for  one  month  longer,  and  for  a  supply  of  such 
necessaries  for  the  men  as  the  season  may  require,  to  en- 
courage them  to  continue  in  the  service  with  alacrity.  I 
need  not  tell  you  that  this  demands  dispatch.' 

Gentlemen. — ^You  must  be  sensible  that  the  Enemy  have 
had  but  very  small  supplies  of  provisions  this  year  from 
France,  and  that  most  of  the  men  in  Canada  having  been 
in  arms  this  summer,  their  crops  must  have  suffered 
greatly.  In  this  pressing  situation,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  they  will  use  their  utmost  efforts  to  re-possess 
themselves  of  their  strongholds,  if  it  were  only  with  a 
prospect  of  getting  subsistence  from  our  magazines;  but 
if  they  know  tiiatUiere  are  respectable  forts  to  oppose  them, 
and  find  that  the  works  are  completed,  they  must  lay  aside 
all  such  attempts  as  fruitless  and  vain. 

The  General  has  wrote  to  me  that  he  would  be  sorry  to 
expose  the  troops  to  any  tmavoidable  hardships,  and  that 
he  will  not  keep  them  a  moment  longer  than  the  above  men- 
tioned services  absolutely  require;  and  I  can  depend  on  it 
he  will  not 

Gentlehbh. — This  Province  has  given  many  instances 
of  its  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  service.  Yon  will  add  this 
fresh  one,  more  especially  as  the  interest  of  these  countries 
is  so  nearly  concerned  in  this  measure,  and  it  would  be  un- 
becoming you  to  show  the  least  backwardness  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  General  has  ordered  forty 
thousand  pounds,  sterling,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  in 
discharge  of  so  much  of  the  loan;  and  I  am  to  assure  yon 


■  The  Assembly  adopted  «  r««oliit!on  the  Sftme  day,  October  I7th,  recoro- 
mending  that  proviifon  be  made  for  an  additional  month's  pay  for  the  troopa, 
and  that  each  uldler  be  fumiahed  with  a  "  pair  of  eboea  and  stockings  and  a 
warm  vabteoat"  m  a  farther  enconragement  to  continue  in  the  serrlce. 
Tb*  Awembly  agreed  to  provide  fmt  Umm  esp«n*M  Kt  tbe  next  meeting. 
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from  him,  that  the  residue  shall  be  punctually  repaid  within 
the  time  limited.    (See  note  5.) 

JAMES  DELANCEY." 

October  18.    The  Assembly  adjonmed  to  the  first  day  of 
November. 


1750.    DBCEHUEK.    TWEHTT-BIGHTH  ASSBMBLT,  SBCOND  SKSSUHT. 


JAMES  DE  LANCEY,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

A  quorum  appeared  on  the  6th  of  December,  at  which 
time  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  ov  the  Council  and  Genbrai.  Assbicblt. — 
It  ie  with  the  highest  satisfaction  I  take  this  opportonity 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  many  great  successes  of  his 
Majesty's  arms  this  year,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

The  signal  and  memorable  victory  obtained  over  the 
French  army  near  Minden,  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet 
on  the  coast  of  Algrave,  the  conquest  of  Guadalupe,  the 
driving  the  French  from  their  strongholds  at  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point,  whence  these  countries  have  been  so 
greatly  annoyed,  and  effectually  securing  possession  of 
them,  the  defeat  of  their  army  coming  to  the  relief  of 
Niagara,  and  the  redaction  of  the  fort  at  that  important 
pass,  and  lastly,  the  glorious  victory  gained  by  General 
Wolfe  over  the  enemy  on  the  plains  of  Abraham  near 
Quebec,  with  the  aunrender  of  that  city,  the  metropolis  of 
Canada,  are  events  which  add  fresh  luster  to  the  reign  of 
the  best  of  Kings,  redound  highly  in  the  glory  of  his  Maj- 
esty's arms,  disappoint  the  intended  insult  of  the  en&nj  on 
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his  Kingdom  and  dominions,  and  open  to  these  colonies  a 
favorable  prospect  of  future  secority. 

On  my  transmitting  to  his  Excellency  General  Amherst 
a  copy  of  the  act  granting  in  the  most  disinterested  manner 
a  loan  of  £150,000  for  carrying  on  hia  Majesty's  service, 
he  desired  me  to  signify  to  you  the  true  sense  he  has  of 
your  loyalty  to  the  King  and  your  zeal  for  his  service,  in 
so  readily  and  cheerfully  contributing  towards  it  by  your 
compliance  with  his  request,  and  that  he  wiU  not  fail  to 
represent  your  conduct  on  this  occasion  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers  in  that  just  light  it  deserves. 

Gbntlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. — I  must  recom- 
mend to  yon  the  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
officers  of  the  government;  amongst  these,  for  another 
judge  of  the  supreme  court,  an  officer  whom  the  course  of 
justice  obliged  me  to  appoint*  At  the  same  time  yoa  will, 
agreeable  to  yonr  resolution  at  the  last  meeting,  provide 
for  the  further  pay  of  the  regiment  raised  in  this  Province, 
and  for  the  encouragement  voted  the  men  for  continuing  in 
the  service  beyond  the  time  at  first  intended. 

Gbntlehen  of  the  ConiTCiL  AND  Genebal  Assembly. — 
The  stamp  duty  may  be  regulated  in  sudi  a  manner  as  to 
produce  annually  a  much  larger  sum  than  it  does  at  present, 
without  any  heavy  burthen  on  the  subject.  This  merits 
your  consideration,  as  does  also  the  excessive  consumption 
of  spirituous  liquors,  of  which  the  public  may  justly  avail 
itself  by  an  augmentation  of  the  excise.^  And  here  it  may 
be  proper  to  point  out  to  you  a  defect  in  the  act  against 
private  lotteries,  for  though  the  law  be  sufficient  to  restrain 
them  in  this  government,  yet  it  seems  to  fall  short  of  the 
end  proposed,  as  it  leaves  this  a  mart  for  the  lotteries  set  on 
foot  in  other  Provinces.* 

1  Salmrfes  were  proTided  for  by  an  act  paBted  December  24,  ITfift,  chap.  1001, 
Inelnding  the  iialaiy  of  an  additional  jud^. 

■  An  excise  law,  chap.   1101,  was  passed  December  24,  ITS9. 

SAn  act  passed  December  24,  1759,  chap.  1100,  prohibited  the  wtla  of 
Udceta  of  an^  lottery  "  sclienied  or  erected  in  any  other  eoloaj." 
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The  laws  necessary  to  be  continued  or  revived,  or  any 
others  which  yoa  shall  frame  for  his  Majesty's  servioe  and 
the  benefit  of  the  Province,  will  meet  with  my  ready  assent 
JAKES  DE  LAKCEY. 
City  of  New  York, 
6th  of  December,  1759. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

December  8.  -Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

December  12.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address, 
the  Xaentenant-CKtvemor  said  the  colony  had  exerted  itself 
to  the  utmost  of  its  power  in  the  King's  service. 

December  24.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  29th  of 
January,  but  did  not  meet  ontil  the  11th  of  March,  1760. 

1760.  March  12.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  fol- 
lowing communicatioa  to  both  Houses : 

**  It  was  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity at  our  last  meeting,  in  December,  1759,  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  many  and  great  successes  of  his  Majesty's 
arms  by  sea  and  land,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  during 
the  course  of  that  year. 

I  do  now  again  with  equal  pleasure  congratulate  you  on 
the  further  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  at  sea,  in  that 
■  ever  memorable  year,  an  account  of  which  had  not  reached 
us  when  we  were  last  together ;  I  mean  the  glorious  victory 
gained  by  his  Majesty's  fleet  under  Sir  Edward  Hawk,  over 
the  French  fleet  on  the  coast  of  France,  whereby  that  grand 
armament,  destined  to  convoy  the  troops  designed  for  an 
attempt  on  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  was  destroyed  or  dis- 
persed, and  the  enemy's  projects  to  invade  his  Majesty's 
kingdoms  totally  disappointed  and  defeated. 

On  the  20th  of  last  month  I  had  the  honor  of  a  letter 
from  theRightHon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  bearing  date  the  7th 
of  January,  1760,  signifying  that  his  Majesty  havingnothing 
so  much  at  heart  as  to. improve  the  great  and  important 
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advantages  gained  the  last  campaign  in  North  America, 
and  not  donbting  that  all  his  faithful  and  brave  Bubjecte 
there  will  continue  most  cheerfully  to  co-operate  with  and 
second  to  the  utmost  the  large  expense  and  extraordinary 
succours  supplied  by  Great  Britain  for  their  preservation 
and  future  security,  by  completing  the  reduction  of  all 
Canada;  and  that  his  Majesty  not  judging  it  expedient  to 
limit  the  zeal  and  ardour  of  any  of  the  Provinces  by  mak- 
ing a  repartition  of  the  force  to  be  raised  by  each  respec- 
tively for  this  most  important  service;  it  is  the  King's 
pleasure  that  I  do  forthwith  use  my  utmost  endeavors  and 
influence  to  induce  you  to  raise,  with  all  possible  dispatch, 
within  this  government,  at  least  as  large  a  body  of  men  as 
you  did  for  the  last  campaign,  and  even  as  many  more  as 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants  may  allow,  to  be  formed  into 
regiments,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  as  early  as 
may  be  to  march  to  the  rendezvous  at  Albany  or  such  other 
place  as  his  Majesty's  Commander-in-Chief  in  America, 
shall  appoint,  in  order  to  proceed  from  thence,  in  con- 
junction with  a  body  of  the  King's  British  forces,  and 
under  the  supreme  command  of  his  Majesty's  said  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  America,  so  as  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
begin  the  operations  of  the  campaign  as  soon  as  shall  be 
any  way  practicable,  by  an  irruption  into  Canada,  in  order 
to  reduce  Montreal,  and  all  other  posts  belonging  to  the 
French  in  those  parts,  and  further  to  annoy  the  Enemy  in 
such  manner,  as  his  Majesty's  Commander-in-Chief,  shall 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  countries,  through  which  the  war 
is  to  be  carried  on,  and  from  emergent  circnmstances  judge 
to  be  practicable. 

And  the  better  to  facilitate  this  important  service,  his 
Majesty  is  pleased  to  leave  it  to  me  to  issue  commissions 
to  such  gentlemen  of  this  Province  as  I  shall  judge  from 
their  weight  and  credit  with  the  people,  and  their  zeal  for 
the  public  service  may  be  beat  disposed  and  able  to  quicken 
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and  efEectnate  the  speedy  levying  of  the  greatest  number  of 
men,  and  all  officers  of  the  Provincial  forces,  as  high  as 
colonels  inclnsive,  are  to  have  rank  according  to  their 
several  respective  commissions,  and  agreeable  to  the  regn- 
lations  contained  in  his  Majesty's  warrant  of  the  30th  of 
December,  1757. 

The  King  is  farther  pleased  to  fomish  all  the  men  so 
raised  with  arms,  ammonition  and  tents,  as.well  as  to  order 
provisions  to  be  issued  to  them  by  his  Majesty's  commis- 
saries, in  the  same  proportion  and  manner  as  is  done  to  the 
rest  of  the  King's  forces. 

A  sufficient  train  of  artillery  will  also  be  provided  at  his 
Majesty's  expense,  for  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 

Boats  and  vessels  necessary  for  the  transportation  of 
the  army  on  this  expedition  will  also  be  provided  at  the 
King's  diarge. 

The  whole  therefore  that  hia  Majesty  expects  and  re- 
quires from  the  several  Provinces  is  the  levying,  dothing 
and  pay  of  the  men;  and  on  these  heads  also,  that  no  en- 
couragement may  be  wanting  to  this  great  and  salntary  at- 
tempt, the  King  is  further  most  graciously  pleased  to  per- 
mit the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to  acquaint  me  that 
strong  recommendations  will  be  made  to  Parliament  in 
their  session  next  year,  to  grant  a  proper  compensation  foi 
such  expenses  as  above,  according  as  the  active  vigour  and 
strenuous  efforts  of  the  respective  Provinces  shall  justly 
appear  to  merit. 

I  am  also  to  inform  you,  that  similar  orders  are  sent  to 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, and  New  Jersey.  The  Southern  Governments  are 
also  directed  to  raise  men  in  the  same  manner,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  such  offensive  operations  as  the  circumstances 
and  situation  of  the  enemy's  posts  in  those  parts  may 
point  out;  which  it  is  hoped  will  oblige  them  so  to  divide 
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their  attention  and  forces  as  may  make  the  several  attempts 
more  easy  and  successfol.* 

Qbnti-bmen. — I  have  now  laid  before  you  what  hie  Maj- 
esty expects  from  this  Province.  The  confidence  the  King 
places  in  his  brave  and  faithful  subjects  here,  the  large 
expense  and  extitiordinary  succours  supplied  by  our  Mother 
country,  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  intentions  that  strong 
recommendations  shall  be  made  to  Parliament  next  year 
to  grant  a  proper  compensation  for  the  expenses  of  these 
Provinces,  according  as  their  active  vigor  and  strenuous 
efforts  respectively  shall  justly  appear  to  merit;'  and 
lastly,  the  many  and  signal  successes  which  have  reduced 
Canada  within  narrow  bounds  and  may  be  considered  as 
happy  omens,  with  the  divine  blessing  of  future  success,  are 
such  strong  and  cogent  motives  that  it  seems  unnecessary 
for  me  to  add  anything  to  them  to  animate  your  zeal,  and 
excite  you  to  the  fulfilling  of  his  Majesty's  just  expecta- 
tions from  you,  on  this  great  occasion,  the  completing  the 
reduction  of  all  Canada. 

Gentlemen. — Yon  must  be  so  fully  sensible  that  the 
safety  and  welfare  of  America,  and  of  this  Province  in 
particular,  are  so  nearly  concerned  in  this  event  that  I 
cannot  entertain  the  least  doubt  but  that  yon  will  proceed 
with  the  utmost  application  and  dispatch  in  this  promising 


4ProT]sion  was  nuide  (or  railing  two  thonauid  dz  hundred  and  eighty 
men  to  Itecome  part  of  an  armjr  ol  tventjr  thousand,  to  lie  emplojred  in 
conjunction  with  regular  troops  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  Montreal  and 
other  parta  of  Canada,  bj  an  act  passed  March  22,  1700,  chap.  1112,  which 
also  authorized  bills  of  credit  for  siitj  thousand  pounds.  The  act  authoriEed 
a  draft  from  the  militia  if  a  suf&cient  number  of  men  did  not  volunteer  by  the 
2Bth  of  April. 

S  Parliament  appropriated  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the  northern 
colonies,  of  which  New  Yorit's  share  was  thirty  thousand  pounds.  Td  a 
apedal  message  of  May  30th,  the  Lieutenant-OoTemor  recommended  that  a 
temporary  provision  be  made  for  this  amount  pending  the  transmission  of  the 
funds  from  England,  and  an  act  was  aocerdlngly  passed  for  this  purpose 
June  10,  17eO,  chap.  1117. 
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and  decisive  crisis,  and  by  speedy  and  vigorons  resoln- 
tioDB  enable  me  to  have  the  troops  of  this  Province  in 
readiness  to  attend  the  Commander-in-Chief  as  early  as 
it  shall  be  practicable  for  him  to  begin  bis  operations. 

This  is  what  I  most  earnestly  recommend  to  yoa,  as 
being  for  the  honor,  credit  and  advantage  of  the  Province, 
and  what  I  have  reason  to  look  for  from  yonr  loyalty  and 
zeal  for  the  King's  service,  and  yonr  regard  for  the  lasting 
peace  and  prosperity  of  North  America. 

JAMES  DELiNCEY." 

May  14.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
message  to  both  Houses: 

'*  I  send  you  a  copy  of  his  Escellency  Governor  Pow- 
nall's  letter  to  me,  setting  forth  the  terrible  waste  made 
by  fire  in  the  town  of  Boston  on  the  20th  of  March  last, 
whereby  upwards  of  two  hundred  families  were  turned  out 
of  doors ;  the  greatest  part  of  whom  are  by  this  misfortune 
rendered  incapable  of  subsisting  themselves  without  the 
charitable  assistance  of  others. 

I  am  persuaded  your  hearts  will  be  touched  with  pity  for 
the  unhappy  suflEerers,  and  that  you  will  readily  contribute 
to  their  relief.  Their  distresses  are  so  great  as  to  call  for 
public  succour  from  their  fellow  subjects.  I  earnestly  re- 
commend their  deplorable  case  to  your  compassion.* 

I  also  recommend  the  making  provision  for  discdiarging 
the  several  demands  on  the  Province;''  and  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  whole  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds,  lent  last  year  by  this  Province  for  carrying  on  his 
Majesty's  service,  is,  by  his  Excellency  General  Amherst's 
order,  repaid  into  the  Treasury. 

JAMES  DELANCET." 

*The  Le^Blature,  by  chap.  1110,  poseed  June  10,  1760,  appropriated  two 
thouiand  five  hundred  pounds  lor  the  relief  of  the  sufTeTeri  hy  the  Boaton  fire. 

TAn  act  for  the  payment  of  colonial  debts  was  pused  June  10,  1760,  chap. 
1116. 
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May  30.  Informing  both  Houses  that  in  view  of  the 
probable  delay  in  receiving  New  York's  proportion  of  the 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  appropriated  by  Parliament 
for  expenses  of  the  war,  provision  should  be  made  for  a 
temporary  deficiency  of  thirty  thousand  pounds.  (See 
note  5.) 

June  10.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  first  day  of 
July. 


1760.    OCIOBSS.    TWBITTT-EJGHTH  ASSEUBLT,  THIBO  SSSSIOX. 


CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  President  of  the  Coundl 

and  Acting  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  from  the  10th  of  Jane 
to  the  1st  of  July,  but  was  continued  several  months  by  pro- 
rogations; two  of  these  were  by  Lieutenant-Governor  De 
Lancey,  the  last  being  on  the  29th  of  July.  Mr.  De  Lancey 
died  the  next  day,  July  30,  and  the  government  devolved 
upon  Cadwallader  Golden,  President  of  the  Council.  Other 
proclamations  proroguing  the  Assembly  were  issued  by  him 
from  time  to  time,  but  a  quorum  did  not  appear  until 
October  22,  at  which  time  Mr.  Golden,  as  acting  Governor, 
delivered,  in  the  presence  of  both  Houses,  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Coukcil  and  Gbnebal  Abseublt. — 
You  have  had  time  to  feel  the  heavy  loss  this  Province 
hath  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor — 
a  gentleman  whose  extensive  accomplishments  qnalified 
him  in  a  superior  degree  for  the  duties  of  his  station. 

Sensible  of  my  own  inability,  I  should  with  the  greatest 
reluctance  have  assumed  the  reins  of  government  at  my 
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advanced  age,  had  I  not  reposed  an  entire  confidence  in 
yonr  readiness  to  advise  and  support  me  in  every  measure 
for  the  pnhlic  good,  and  that  all  deficiencies  on  my  part 
would  be  made  up  by  year  assistance. 

I  am  bappy  in  congratulating  you  on  the  glorious  sue- 
cesB  of  his  Majesty's  arms  nnder  the  conduct  of  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Amherst,  which  has  completed  the  con- 
quest of  the  whole  country  of  Canada.  It  does  the  highest 
honor  to  the  General's  reputation  that  he  has  put  a  period 
to  an  enterprise  of  so  much  moment  with  so  little  effusion 
of  human  blood ;  and  the  clemency  with  which  be  baa  on  this 
occasion  treated  the  vanquished,  furnishes  a  sttiking 
proof  of  the  different  disposition  of  the  two  nations.  The 
French  for  many  years  past,  meditating  the  ruin  of  these 
colonies,  have  not  scrupled  to  encourage  in  the  savages, 
their  allies,  a  spirit  of  the  most  brutal  inhumanity.  No 
sooner  had  the  English  recovered  an  influence  over  their 
Indians,  than  they  made  it  their  principal  care  to  restrain 
them  from  every  act  of  cruelty,  generously  employing  that 
authority  to  the  preservation  of  the  French,  which  in  tiieir 
bands,  bad  been  used  to  such  destructive  purposes  towards 
the  subjects  of  the  British  nation. 

Freed  from  the  calamities  which  so  lately  surrounded  us, 
we  have  now  before  ns  the  pleasing  prospect  of  enjoying 
in  full  security  our  religious  and  civil  rights.  "With  the 
deepest  sense  of  the  divine  goodness,  great  most  be  the 
duty  we  owe  to  the  best  of  Kings,  by  whose  paternal  care 
and  munificence  such  eminent  advantages  have  been  pro- 
cured for  his  people,  while  we  have  every  motive  that  can 
inspire  us  with  sentiments  of  love  and  gratitude  to  oor 
mother  country,  whose  treasure  and  the  blood  of  whose 
heroes,  have  been  so  liberally  expended  in  this  contest 
"We  can  indeed  reflect  with  satisfaction  that  our  utmost 
endeavors  have  been  exerted  on  all  occasions  for  the  ad- 
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vancement  of  the  common  cause ;  but  great  as  our  efforts 
have  been,  compared  to  our  abilities,  without  the  powerful 
aids  we  have  received  they  must  have  proved  ineffectual 
even  for  oar  defence. 

Gentlbuen  of  the  General  Assembly. — At  present  I 
have  nothing  in  particular  to  recommend  to  you,  but  a  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  government' 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbngbal  Assembly. — 
I  have  every  inducement  that  can  excite  a  lover  of  his  coun- 
try to  study  and  promote  its  prosperity,  and  it  will  give  me 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  concur  with  you  in  whatever  may 
be  thought  necessary  for  this  end,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  powers  devolved  on  me  by  this  casual  accession  to 
the  administration. 

CADWAMiADEE  GOLDEN. 

Fort  George,  New  York, 
22  October,  1760. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES.' 
October  28.  Thanking  the  Coundl  for  its  address. 
October  29.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address, 
President  Golden  said :  ' '  When  we  reflect  on  his  Majesty's 
unbounded  goodness  to  these  his  Golonies,  we  cannot  but 
rest  satisfied  that  their  future  welfare  will  ever  be  an  object 
of  his  royal  attention.'* 

November  8.  The  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  January 
6, 1761,  but  it  did  not  meet  again.  King  George  II  died  on 
the  25th  of  October,  1760,  and  by  his  death  the  Assembly 
was  deemed  to  have  been  dissolved.  George  m  became 
king  October  25, 1760. 

I  .An  kot  for  tlie  mippoii  of  govenuuent,  chap.  1126,  waa  paued  Norem- 
berSth. 
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1761.    HASCH.    TWEHTY-HIHTH  ASSEMBLY,  FIBST  SBSSIOH. 


CADWALLADER  GOLDEN,  President  of  the  Councfl 
and  Acting  Governor. 

Writs  of  election  for  this  Assembly  were  returnable 
March  3d,  but  it  was  prorogued  to  the  10th,  when  a  quorum 
appeared  and  the  next  day  President  Golden  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  General  Asbbmblt. — 
Though  the  death  of  our  late  most  excellent  sovereign 
has  been  for  some  time  known  and  sincerely  lamented  by 
hia  faithful  American  Bubjects,  I  cannot  pass  over  so  melan- 
choly an  event  without  condoling  with  you  on  this  severe 
and  afflicting  loss,  and  giving  you  an  opportunity  of  testify- 
ing the  grateful  reverence  you  have  for  the  memory  of  a 
King,  by  whose  wisdom  and  fortitude  the  inhabitants  of 
these  colonies  have  emerged  from  all  the  horrors  and 
miseries  of  a  cruel  and  destructive  war  into  the  actual  en- 
joyment of  conquest  and  full  security. 

How  great  reason  have  we  to  adore  the  goodness  of 
divine  Providence  that  we  can  turn  our  eyes  from  this  sub- 
ject of  universal  grief,  and  with  consolation  look  up  to  the 
illustrious  Prince,  who  with  the  throne  inherits  the  royal 
virtues  of  his  grandfather — ^virtues  which  never  fail  to 
make  a  monarch  glorious  and  a  people  happy!  That  we 
can  from  his  early  piety  and  amiable  endowments  securely 
confide  in  his  gracious  declaration  at  his  accession,  that  he 
will  make  it  the  business  of  his  life  to  promote  in  every- 
thing the  glory  and  happiness  of  his  Kingdoms,  to  pre- 
serve and  strengthen  the  constitution  both  in  Church  and 
State,  and  that  he  will  endeavor  to  prosecute  this  just  and 
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necessary  war  in  the  manner  the  most  likely  to  bring  on 
an  honorable  and  lasting  peace. 

Deeply  senaible  of  the  blessings  we  enjoy  as  a  British 
.colony,  let  as  unite  in  a  hearty  and  inviolable  attachment 
to  the  sacred  person  and  government  of  a  sovereign,  who 
considers  the  love  of  his  people  as  the  greatest  and  most 
permanent  security  of  his  throne,  and  approve  ourselves  on 
all  occasions  zealoas  and  faithfnl  snbjeets. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. — The  troops  hav- 
ing been  necessarily  detained  on  the  last  campaign  beyond 
the  time  for  which  pay  was  provided,  I  recommend  this  as 
a  matter  deserving  your  consideration.* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  General  Assembly. — 
The  General  having  intimated  to  me  that  his  Majesty  would 
expect  an  aid  of  men  from  his  colonies,  I  called  you  to- 
gether that  I  might  impart  to  you  the  King's  commands 
as  early  as  possible  after  I  should  receive  them."  Until 
this  shall  be  in  my  power,  you  will  apply  your  attention  to 
such  laws  as  are  necessary  to  be  continued,  or  to  any  other 
business  the  public  service  may  at  this  time  reqnire,  in 
which  you  will  always  find  me  ready  to  concur. 

CADWALLADEB  COLDEN. 

Fort  George,  City  of  New  York, 
March  11, 1761. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  13.  The  Assembly  in  an  address  presented  to 
President  Colden  said: 

"  With  hearts  full  of  grief  we  embrace  this  opportunity 
to  condole  with  your  Honor  on  the  most  melancholy  and 


1  The  ftct  providing  for  mi  additionml  force  to  secure  the  result*  of  ths 
Wkr,  puaed  April  4th,  chap.  114S,  Appropriated  three  thousand  pounds  for 
ezpensee  Incurred  by  keeping  the  himy  in  the  flald  bejoad  the  orif^nal  term 
of  enlistment 

t  Thii  subject  was  again  referred  to  In  a  special  message  of  March  24tb, 
and  an  act  was  passed  April  4th,  chap.  1146,  which  provided  tor  raising  1,7S7 
man  to  be  employed  in  securing  bts  MajestT's  conquests  in  North  Amerlaa. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


652  Messages  fboh  the  Qovebnob. 

afflicting  event,  of  the  death  of  our  late  moat  gradons 
Sovereign,  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  all  his  faith- 
fnl  American  subjects,  and  from  whose  glorious  reign  we 
may  date  the  era  of  oar  security  from  all  that  desolation, 
blood,  rapine  and  captivity,  to  which  we  and  our  ancestors 
have  been  perpetually  exposed  since  the  first  settlement 
of  this  part  of  America;  a  security  which  we  confidently 
hope  will  be  transmitted  entire  to  our  latest  posterity,  that 
children  yet  unborn  may  with  grateful  acclamations  com- 
memorate this  great  and  interesting  event. 

In  the  midst  of  this  universal  unaffected  grief,  we  behold 
and  adore  the  goodness  of  divine  Providence  in  bringing 
to  the  throne  a  Prince  who  with  the  Crown  inherits  all  the 
virtues  of  Ms  royal  predecessor;  a  Prince  from  whose 
gracious  declaration  at  his  accession,  that  he  will  make  it 
the  business  of  his  life  to  promote  in  everything  the  glory 
and  happiness  of  his  Kingdoms,  and  to  preserve  and 
strengthen  the  constitution  in  church  and  State,  all  his 
grateful  subjects  rely  with  confidence  on  the  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  their  sacred  and  civil  liberties. 

Truly  sensible  of  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  under  a  Sover- 
eign who  considers  the  love  of  his  People  as  the  greatest 
and  most  permanent  security  of  his  Throne,  we  shall  most 
heartily  unite  in  a  firm  adherence  to  his  sacred  person  and 
government,  and  on  every  occasion  study  to  show  ourselves 
dutiful,  loyal  and  faithful  subjects." 

President  Golden,  thanking  the  Assembly  for  this  ad- 
dress expressed  the  belief  that  the  good  effects  of  the  suc- 
cesses which  had  attended  the  reign  of  the  late  King  would 
be  perpetuated  to  posterity  by  the  new  Sovereign,  to  whom 
the  Assembly's  declaration  of  loyalty  and  a  firm  adherence 
to  his  person  and  government,  could  not  fail  of  being  highly 
acceptable.  The  same  day  the  President  thanked  the  Coun- 
cil for  a  similar  address. 

March  14.  The  President,  replying  to  a  request  by  the 
Assembly  for  permission  to  adjourn,  said  he  could  not 
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consent  to  an  adjonrnment  beyond  the  24th  instant,  for  the 
reason  that  he  was  daily  expecting  dispatches  from  Eng- 
land. The  Assembly  was  accordingly  adjourned  to  the  24th 
instant 

Uarch  24.  President  Colden  sent  the  followii^  cwn- 
mnnication  to  both  Houses : 

"During  your  short  recess  I  have  received  a  letter  of 
the  17th  of  December  last  from  the  Bight  Honorable  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt»  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that 
bis  Majesty  having  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  by  the  most 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  to  reduce  the  enemy  to  the 
necessity  of  accepting  a  peace,  on  terms  of  glory  and  ad- 
vantage to  his  Majesty's  crown,  and  beneficial  in  particular 
to  his  subjects  in  America;  and  as  nothing  can  so  effec- 
tnally  contribute  to  that  great  and  essential  object  as  the 
King's  being  enabled  to  employ  as  inmiediately  as  may  be 
such  part  of  the  regular  forces  in  North  America  as  may 
be  adequate  to  some  great  and  important  enterprise  against 
the  enemy,  it  is  the  King's  pleasure  that  in  order  the 
better  to  provide  for  the  full  and  entire  security  of  his 
Majesty's  conquests  there  during  the  absence  of  such  part 
of  his  regular  forces,  I  should  earnestly  press  yon  to  raise, 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  within  this  government,  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  of  men  yon  did  for  tiie  last  campaign, 
to  be  formed  into  regiments  as  far  as  shall  be  found  conven- 
ient, to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  (and  particularly  as 
much  earlier  than  former  years  as  may  be)  to  march  to  sudi 
place  or  places  in  North  America  as  his  Majesty's  Ccnn- 
mander-in-Chief  shall  appoint,  in  order  to  be  ranployed 
there,  under  the  supreme  command  of  his  Majesty's  said 
Commander-in-Chief  in  America,  in  sncb  manner  as  be 
shall  judge  most  condncive  to  the  King's  service. 

And  the  better  to  facilitate  this  important  end,  Uie  King 
is  pleased  to  leave  it  to  me  to  issue  commissions  to  sudi 
gentlemen  of  this  Province  as  I  shall  judge  from  their 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


654  Kebsaqes  fbou  the  Qotebnos. 

weight  and  credit  with  the  people,  and  their  zeal  for  the 
public  service,  may  be  best  disposed  and  able  to  quit^en 
and  effectuate  the  speedy  levying  of  the  greatest  number  of 
men;  and  all  officers  of  the  Provincial  forces,  as  high  as 
colonels  inclusive,  are  to  have  rank  according  to  their 
respective  commissions,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  con- 
tained in  his  late  Majesty's  warrant  of  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1757,  which  is  renewed  by  his  present  Majesty. 

The  King  is  further  pleased  to  furnish  all  the  men  so 
raised  with  arms,  ammuDition  and  tents,  as  well  as  to  order 
provisions  to  be  issued  to  them  by  his  Majesty's  commis- 
saries, in  the  same  proportion  and  manner  as  is  done  to  the 
rest  of  his  Forces. 

The  whole  therefore  that  his  Majesty  expects  and  re- 
quires from  the  several  Provinces  is  the  levying,  dothing 
and  pay  of  the  men;  and  on  these  heads  also,  that  no  en- 
couragement may  be  wanting  to  this  great  and  salutary 
service,  the  King  is  further  most  graciously  pleased  to  per- 
mit his  Secretary  of  State  to  acquaint  me  that  strong  rec- 
ommendations will  be  made  to  Parliament  in  their  session 
next  year,  to  grant  a  proper  compensation  for  sadi  ex- 
penses as  above,  according  as  the  active  vigor  and  stren- 
uous efforts  of  the  respective  Provinces  shall  justly  appear 
to  merit. 

I  am  likewise  to  inform  yon  that  similar  orders  are  sent 
to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island  and  New  Jersey.  Tho  Southern  Governments  are 
also  directed  to  raise  men  in  the  same  manner,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  such  offensive  operations  as  the  circumstances 
and  situation  of  the  enemy's  posts,  and  the  state  and  dis- 
position of  the  Indian  Nations  on  that  side,  may  point  out 
and  require. 

Such  are  his  Majesty's  gracious  measures,  formed  to 
procure  poaoe  with  glory  to  his  Crown,  and  advantage  to 
his  subjects  in  general,  but  with  a  more  immediate  view  to 
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the  security  of  Ms  American  Dominions,  and  the  welfare 
of  this  Province  in  particular;  I  cannot  therefore  doubt 
of  your  hearty  compliance  with  his  Majesty's  just  expecta- 
tions, especially  when  we  reflect  with  what  tenderness  he 
requires  that  assistance  which  the  public  good,  and  your 
own  peculiar  happiness,  render  so  necessary;  and  how  de- 
sirous he  is  of  alleviating  the  burthen  which  might  other- 
wise fall  too  heavy  on  you. 

The  loyalty  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  their  in- 
variable regard  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  their  oountiy, 
have  been  so  conspicuous  during  this  expensive  conflict, 
that  it  would  be  injurious  to  suspect  that  your  zeal  can 
slacken,  or  that  in  this  decisive  juncture  you  can  be  in- 
fluenced by  any  consideration  from  continuing  cheerfully 
to  exert  your  utmost  efforts,  until  the  great  and  good  pur- 
poses his  MajMty  has  in  view,  shall  be  effectually  accom- 
plished. 

Unanimity  and  dispatch  appear  then  only  necessary  for 
me  to  urge  on  this  subject ;  and  I  earnestly  press  you,  by  t^e 
vigor  of  your  resolutions,  to  enable  me  to  have  the  forces 
in  the  field  as  soon  as  possible-,  and  by  that  means  prevent 
as  much  as  may  be  the  prejudice  the  King's  service  might 
suffer  from  the  delay  unavoidably  created  by  the  miscar- 
riage of  his  Majesty's  more  early  commands  on  this  inter- 
esting occasion.    (See  note  2.) 

CADWALLADEE  GOLDEN.'* 

April  3.  Recommending  the  erection  of  a  light  hoase 
at  Sandy  Hook.  The  President  said  the  spot  best  adapted 
to  this  purpose  was  in  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  and  he 
suggested  that  authority  be  given  him  to  communicate  with 
the  legislature  of  that  Province,  which  was  then  in  session.* 

SAn  act  paued  Uay  Ifrth,  chap.  114T,  appointed  commluionen  who  mra 
nutborlKd  to  purchaBs  land  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  erect  thereon  a  light  fconae. 
rhe  money  appropriated  for  this  pnrpoaa,  three  thoiuaad  poundi,  wu  to  ba 
raiMd  hj  lottcrj. 
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May  6.  UrgiDg  the  immediate  adoption  of  measures  to 
carry  oat  the  provisions  of  the  army  act,  passed  April  4, 
dtapter  1145.* 

May  19.  The  Assembly  was  adjoomed  to  the  16th  of 
Jane. 


1761.    SSPTBMBIS.    TWERTTHIIfTH  ASSEMBLY,  SBCOHD  SESSKHT. 


CADWAIXADER  COLDEN.  Lleutenant-Goventw. 

Mr.  Colden  was  appointed  Lientenant-Oovemor  April  14, 
1761,  and  took  the  oath  of  office  on  the  8th  of  Angast.  The 
Assembly  met  September  1,  and  the  next  day  the  Lieatea- 
ant-OoT»mor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Qentlbubn  of  the  Coukcil  A.NO  Qenebal  Absbhblt. — 

Since  our  last  meeting  I  have  the  honor  of  his  Majesty's 

commissioD  appointing  me  his  Lieutenant-Oovemor.    As 

this  is  a  mark  of  the  royal  approbation,  my  tbante  are  dne 


4  In  responw  to  this  recommeniUtioii  the  Anembty,  on  the  Oth  of  Maj, 
adopted  a  renlntlon  which  dMlared,  unoag  other  things  that  the  eolon; 
had  already  fully  oomplied  vith  all  the  King's  reqniaitiona  in  connection  with 
the  war;  that  by  declining  to  enact  a  law  providing  for  a  draft  or  detaefa- 
ment  of  militia,  the  colony,  already  burdened  with  expenaa  of  the  war,  wonid 
not  only  be  aared  abore  sixteen  thousand  pounds  "but  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  niMi  required,  will  be  more  expeditiously  raiaed;  and  thia  they  find 
already  Terified  by  experience,  for  wbeneTEr  a  power  haa  been  given  to  detach. 
It  haa  always  beem  the  practice  of  those  who  were  determined  to  go  Into  the 
aervlee,  to  decline  doing  it  till  the  day  appointed  for  a  detachment.  In  order 
to  exact  exorbitant  sunia  from  those  whom  their  particular  eireimutaiMes 
would  not  permit  to  make  a  campaif^;  and  the  committee  have  good  informa- 
tion that  numbers  who  are  now  willing  to  go  into  the  service,  decline  doing 
of  It,  from  a  distant  hope  that  such  a  law  will  still  he  paased;  and  are 
persuaded,  when  It  is  publicly  known  that  no  snch  law  will  be  paawd,  th* 
recruiting  officers  If  th^  io  their  duty,  will  find  It  Tei7  eu;  to  complete 
the  leriea." 
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to  yon  for  that  effectual  support  and  assistance  so  readily 
afforded  on  your  part,  and  so  necessary  to  mine  in  the 
discharge  of  the  weighty  duties  of  government. 

The  time  for  which  the  forces  raised  in  the  Province  were 
enlisted,  already  near  expiring,  it  is  not  possible  the  ragu- 
lar  troops  destined  for  the  important  intended  expedition 
can  retnm  before  it  is  elapsed,  and  as  in  their  absence  a 
small  body  of  men  will  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  several  forts  and  the  whole  country,  his  Excellency 
General  Amherst,  by  his  letter  of  the  fifteenth  of  Jane,  now 
laid  before  yon,  desires  me  to  recommend  your  continuing 
in  pay  for  a  longer  period  a  company  to  consist  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  men,  including  a  captain  and 
three  subalterns,  the  quota  of  this  government,  agreeable 
to  the  numbers  required  of  the  several  colonies  for  this 
essential  service.* 

Your  meeting  could  not  have  taken  place,  after  the  re< 
ceipt  of  the  (General's  letter,  earlier  than  the  harvest,  a 
season  so  inconvenient  that  by  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
council,  who  were  of  opinion  you  would  not  hesitate  in 
complying  with  this  moderate  and  necessary  requisition, 
I  delayed  calling  you  together  till  this  time. 

GENTI.EMEN  OP  THE  Gbneral  Assbmblt. — The  suppUes 
to  be  granted  bear  so  little  proportion  to  what  we  might 
have  expected,  and  to  that  weight  of  expense  yon  have 
hitherto  cheerfully  sustained,  that  to  press  you  to  it  by 
arguments  may  be  thought  injurious  to  that  zeal  for  his 
Majesty's  service  and  the  safety  of  the  colonies,  so  con- 
spicuous in  your  own  and  the  conduct  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  loyal  people  of  this  Province  on  every  former 
occasion. 

The  present  unfavorable  disposition  of  the  Indians  on 
the  borders  of  Ulster  and  Orange  creates  great  uneasiness 

lln  response  to  this  recommendation  an  act  was  paued  September  Iltta, 
chap.  1162,  proriding  for  one  bundred  MTeotr-three  volnnteen  for  frontier 
Mrvle& 
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among  the  inhabitants.  The  inf  omiatlon  1  have  received 
will  be  communicated,  and  as  some  exp^ise  may  be  in- 
curred in  the  prosecution  of  the  measnres  necessary  to 
deter  these  savages  from  acts  of  violence  and  to  bring 
them  back  to  their  duty,  you  will  ftonsider  whether  it  may 
not  be  prudent  by  some  fmid  for  contingent  services  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  government,  that  the  most  effectual 
protection  may  be  given  to  the  settlements  on  any  emer- 
gency. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Couhcil  a^d  Geite&al  Assembly. — 
What  appears  immediately  eesential  for  your  deliberation 
1  have  laid  before  yon.  It  would  afford  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  contribute  to  the  happiness,  ease  and  pros- 
perity of  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  but  as  the 
powers  of  government  will  probably  soon  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  Major-General  Monckton,  whose  services  his 
Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  distinguish  by  constitnting 
him  his  Captain-Qeneral  and  Oovemor-in-Chief,  I  think  it 
improper  for  me  to  recommend  anything  to  you  whidi  may 
be  delayed  without  public  inconvenience. 

CADWALLADEK  COLDEN. 

Fort  George  New  York 
2d  September  1761. 

SPECIAIi  MESSAGES. 

September  4.  LieuteDant-Govemor  Colden  thanked  the 
Council  for  its  address,  and  approved  its  complimentary 
reference  to  General  Amherst  whose  "fortitude,  wisdom 
and  benevolence  have  justly  acquired  him  the  eonfideice 
and  esteem  of  his  Majesty's  subjects." 

September  4.  Transmitting  letters  from  residents  of 
Ulster  county  relative  to  the  uneasiness  of  the  people  in 
that  county  at  the  threats  and  bad  dispositions  of  the 
Indians. 
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September  5.    Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address. 
September  11.    The  Assembly  adjourned  to  November 
10th. 


irai.  MOTSHBK.  TWsirrr-iniTTH  AsssMBLT,  XHiKD  sESsnnr. 


CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

On  the  4th  day  of  May,  1761,  Major-General  Robert 
Monckton,  who  had  rendered  distingnished  service  for  the 
Colonies  in  recent  campaigns,  was  appointed  Oovemor  of 
New  York.  In  a  letter  from  him  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
dated  November  10,  1761,  he  says  he  received  his  commis- 
sion on  the  20th  of  October,  and  took  the  oath  of  office  on 
the  26th,  but  with  his  commission  came  also  a  leave  of 
absence  granted  by  the  King  to  quit  the  Province,  and  go 
on  an  expedition  that  was  then  fitting  out  in  New  York, 
and  that  in  consequence  of  his  expected  absence  he  hod 
not  entered  into  anything  more  than  the  necessary  forms 
of  government.  November  13th  he  delivered  the  seals  of 
ofBce  to  Lientenant-Govemor  Colden,  who  again  became 
acting  Q-ovemor. 

November  25th  the  Assembly  resumed  business,  and  the 
Lientenant-Q-ovemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentleuen  of  the  CouNcm  and  Gehebai,  Abseublt. — 
His  Majesty's  service  requiring  the  absence  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Govemor-in-Chief,  it  shall  be  my  earnest  en- 
deavor, with  your  assistance,  that  the  interest  of  the 
Province  during  this  emei^ency  suifer  as  little  as  possible. 

In  the  present  happy  conjuncture,  when  our  gradouB 
Sovereign  has  nothing  to  demand  of  you  that  calls  for  your 
particular  aid,  your  attention  will  be  con£ned  to  what  more 
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immediately  relates  to  the  internal  concema  of  goTemment 
and  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

Complaints  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  in  the  eourto  of 
lair  and  of  the  heavy  expense  in  ohtaining  justice,  are  so 
general  and  freqnent  that  they  well  deserve  yonr  attention. 
I  therefore  recommend  to  yon  to  inquire  into  the  grounds 
of  these  complaints,  and  if  foond  just,  to  apply  a  remedy 
adequate  to  so  great  an  evil.  Without  doubt,  it  is  the  duty 
and  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  give  relief  in  every 
pnblic  grievance.  The  delay  of  justice  is  a  denial  of  it  for 
a  time,  and  is  often,  when  attended  with  great  expense, 
of  worse  consequence  to  individuals  than  the  absolute 
refusal  of  justice.  The  security  of  government  and  the 
well-heing  of  society  are  founded  on  the  equal  distribution 
of  justice,  which  cannot  prevail  in  its  proper  extent  while 
the  expense  in  obtaining  it  is  insupportable  to  many. 

The  excessive  number  of  tipliag  houses  throughout  the 
Province  points  out  the  utility  of  a  law  to  restrain  them. 
They  are  ruinous  to  many  poor  families  tiiat  might  other- 
wise be  useful  to  the  community,  and  destructive  of  the 
morals  of  servants  and  slaves;  evils  so  prevalent  and  per- 
nicious as  to  daim  your  most  serious  consideration.' 

Gbntlehen  of  the  Qenebal  Asseubly. —  Besides  the 
support  of  his  Majesty's  government  usually  provided  for 
at  this  season,"  I  have  only  to  recommend  that  you  will 
supply  any  deficiency  which  shall  appear  in  the  moneys 
already  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  the  forces  to  the  first 
of  this  month,  the  time  of  their  discharge. 

Gentlbuen  of  the  Council  and  Gbnbbai.  Assemblt. — 
Nothing  will  afford  me  more  real  satisfaction  than  con- 
tributing to  the  well-being  and  future  happiness  of  the 
good  people  of  this  Province,  and  you  may  be  assured  that 

I  An  excise  l«w  waa  pawed  at  this  session,  December  31,  1761,  clutp.  115!^ 
but  It  appamitly  did  not  limit  the  number  ot  tipltng  houses. 

>The  usual  act  tor  tlw  nipport  of  gorenuomt  wai  pasi 
1761,  chap.  11S5. 
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whatever  yon  shall  propose  coodacive  to  this  end  and  oon- 
sistent  with  my  daty  to  his  Majesty  will  find  my  ready 
concnrrence  and  assent. 

CADWALLADEB  GOLDEN. 
Fort  George,  New  York, 
25th  November,  1761. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  30.  The  Council  presented  an  address  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  containing  the  following  observations 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings : 

"  Dilatory  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  law,  and  a  heavy 
expense  in  obtaining  justice,  are  objects  which  so  sensibly 
affect  the  public,  that  they  certainly  claim  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  Legislature ;  and  if  upon  inquiry  the  complaints 
appear  well  grounded  and  just,  your  Honor  may  be  assured 
of  our  hear^  concurrence  in  applying  a  remedy  adequate 
to  the  evil.  Oppressions  of  all  kinds  are  truly  odious,  but 
surely  those  are  of  the  most  j^ernicionB  nature  that  assume 
the  face  of  justice." 

The  Lieutenant-Governor,  thanking  the  ConncU  for  its 
address,  said  that  complaints  relative  to  delay  in  courts  of 
justice  had  gone  so  far  as  to  reach  the  royal  ear. 

December  1.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  said  that  each  branch  of  the 
Legislature  had  an  equal  right  to  judge  as  to  what  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  but  that  methods  might 
be  proposed  which  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  English 
constitution;  "  or  under  a  pretence  of  a  benefit,  a  small 
dependant  State  may  attnnpt  to  set  bounds  to,  and  restrain 
the  ri^ts  and  prerc^ative  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
In  these  cases,  though  the  benefit  be  real,  the  method  pro- 
posed for  procuring  it  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  duty 
of  every  wffioer  who  has  tiie  honor  to  serve  the  Crown; 
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especially  if  the  same  benefit  may  be  more  effectnaUy 
obtained  by  methods  to  which  no  exceptions  lie." 

December  11.  Transmitting  sundry  accounts  of  de- 
mands against  the  colony. 

Decranber  16.  Informing  both  Houses  that  Benjamin 
Pratt  had.  been  appointed  chief  Justice,  and  recommending 
that  provision  be  made  for  an  adequate  salary.' 

December  29.  The  Lieutenant-Qovemor,  Connral  and 
Assembly  joined  in  an  address  to  the  King,  congratulating 
him  on  his  marriage. 

1762.  January  8.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the 
16th  day  of  February. 


1768.    HASCH.    TWEirTT-KHTTH  ASSEMBLT,  FODKTH  SESSICHI. 


CADWALLADER  GOLDEN,  XJeutenaiit-Govenior. 

The  Assembly  met  the  2d  of  March,  and  the  next  day  the 
Lieatenant-QoTemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENma  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  General  Assemblt. — 
Our  gracious  sovereign  having  seen  bis  good  dispositions 
to  restore  the  public  tranquillity  entirely  frustrated  by  the 
insincerity  and  chicane  of  the  Court  of  Versailles  in  the 
late  negotiation,  and  being  determined  to  secure  and  im- 
prove the  important  advantages  acquired  on  this  continent 
in  the  course  of  the  present  successful  war,  and  to  reduce 
the  enemy  to  the  necessity  of  accepting  a  peace  on  terms 
glorious  to  his  Crown  and  beneficial  in  particular  to  his 
subjects  in  America ;  and  considering  that  nothing  can  so 

^Bj  the  taUrles  tiet,  poaaed  December  31,  1761,  chap.  1IS8,  the  compenM- 
tlon  of  Chief  Jiutice  Pratt  wu  fixed  at  tbre«  hundred  pounds  per  umnm. 
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effectually  contribnte  to  these  eseential  objects  as  his  being 
enabled  immediately  to  employ  a  part  of  his  regular  forces, 
adequate  to  some  important  enterprise  against  the  enemy; 
His  Majesty  therefore,  in  order  the  better  to  provide  for 
the  security  of  his  donunions,  and  particularly  his  con- 
quests in  North  America  during  the  absence  of  his  regular 
troops  so  employed,  has  been  pleased  to  command  me  earn- 
estly to  press  you  to  raise  within  this  government  as  soon 
as  possible,  at  least  the  same  number  of  men  as  the  last 
year,  to  be  formed  into  regiments,  and  employed  in  North 
America,  under  the  supreme  command  of  his  Majesty's 
Commander-in-Chief,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  King's  service.*  All  his  Majesty 
requires  on  this  head  from  the  several  Provinces,  which 
are  likewise  now  called  upon  for  their  respective  quotas, 
is  the  levying,  clothing  and  pay  of  the  men,  His  Majesty 
being  gradously  pleased  not  only  to  provide  the  ofBcers 
the  rani;,  but  the  troops  with  provisions  and  equipage  as 
on  the  former  campaigns.  And  that  no  encouragement 
may  be  wanting  to  this  great  and  salutary  service,  the  King 
is  pleased  to  permit  his  Secretary  of  State  to  acquaint  me 
that  strong  recommendations  will  be  made  to  Parliament 
to  grant  a  proper  compensation,  according  as  the  active 
vigor  and  strenuous  efforts  of  the  respective  Provinces 
shall  justly  appear  to  merit 

His  Majesty  having  also  taken  into  his  most  serious  con- 
sideration how  highly  essential  it  is  to  the  interests  and 
security  of  his  subjects  in  North  America  that  the  regular 
regiments  serving  there  be  recruited  with  all  convenient 
expedition  to  their  full  complement  of  effectives,  and  at  the 
same  time  seeing  the  impracticability  of  completing  them 
from  Great  Britain,  considering  how  that  country  is  drained 


1  The   L^ialatnre   naponded   to   this    reoonunendation   b;    an    act   passed 
March  SOth,  ehftp.  117!,  which  provided  for  rftiaiiig  Mrenteeti  hundred  eightj- 
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by  the  great  number  of  men  furnished  for  the  various 
services  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  I  am,  in  obedience  to 
his  Majesty's  commands,  likewise  to  recommend  that  you 
will  provide  for  the  raising  of  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine  men,  by  granting  the  same  levy  money  to  these  as  to 
the  others,  which  number  is  the  quota  of  this  Province, 
agreeable  to  the  proportions  to  be  furnished  from  the  other 
colonies,  towards  completing  the  regular  regiments  which 
have  been  sent  to  America  for  the  defence  and  protection 
of  the  possessions  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  there;'  and  as 
a  farther  encouragement  to  induce  the  men  to  enter  into 
the  regular  service,  his  Excellency,  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  will  allow  an 
additional  bounty  of  five  pounds  New  York  currency  to 
each  man,  not  under  eighteen  nor  above  forty  years  of  age, 
who  sh^l  enlist  to  serve  dnring  the  war,  or  until  the  regi- 
ments return  to  Europe,  and  to  the  provincial  officers,  forty 
shillings,  like  money,  for  every  man  they  shall  enlist  on 
the  above  conditions,  that  shall  be  approved  of  by  an  officer 
whom  the  general  shall  appoint ;  and  to  render  this  service 
effectual,  it  is  expected  that  the  colonies  do  also  provide 
for  replacing  such  men  of  their  respective  quotas  as  shall 
desert,  which  is  conceived  may  be  a  means  to  prevent  their 
leaving  their  corps. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Gbnebal  Assembly. — Having  laid 
before  you  the  several  services  which  call  for  your  aid  at 
this  time,  I  must  ask  of  yon  supplies  adequate  to  their 
importance  and  exigency,  earnestly  recommending  Uiat  no 
argument  may  have  weight  in  your  deliberations,  that  can 
have  the  least  tendency  to  check  a  fresh  exertion  of  your 
abilities,  as  no  expense  can  justly  be  thought  burthensome 
that  is  necessary  to  secure  to  yourselves  tbe  great  advan- 
tages you  already  enjoy,  and  which  there  is  now  the  fairest 

s  An  additional  force  of  479  men  was  prorided  for  by  an  act  passed  Hardt 
20U^  chap.  1173. 
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prospect  will  be  confirmed  and  transmitted  to  your  pos- 
terity in  a  more  eminent  degree  by  a  solid  and  lasting 
tranqnillity. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Cotjkcil  and  General  Assembly. — 
Though  the  present  situation  of  affairs  would  have  fully 
justified  the  requisition  of  as  large  a  number  of  men  as  the 
colonies  have  ever  raised  for  any  of  the  former  campaigns, 
yet  his  Majesty,  desirous  to  ease  the  burthens  of  his  faith- 
ful subjects  as  far  as  shall  be  consistait  with  their  own 
safety,  has  been  pleased  to  require  only  the  same  number 
of  men  as  for  the  last  year,  in  order  thereby  to  facilitate 
the  completing  the  regular  regiments  by  recruits  to  be 
furnished  from  the  Provinces  of  North  America,  a  measure 
BO  essential  and  which  the  King  has  so  much  at  heart,  that 
any  failure  or  disappointment  therein  would  be  extremely 
disagreeable  to  his  Majesty,  as  it  must  be  highly  prejudicial 
to  his  service. 

These  colonies  so  nearly  concerned  in  the  present  war, 
bis  Majesty  is  persuaded  from  a  due  sense  of  his  tender 
and  paternal  care  for  their  welfare,  wUl  in  return  show  a 
ready  and  cheerful  compliance  with  his  demands  in  their 
fullest  extent;  and  were  anything  further  necessary  to 
animate  your  zeal  in  this  important  conjuncture,  which  is 
finally  to  fix  the  future  safety  and  welfare  of  America  and 
of  this  Province  in  particular,  I  would  urge  what  I  doubt 
not  you  will  persevere  in,  that  steady  and  spirited  conduct 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  at  all  times,  when  called  on  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  war;  a  conduct  which  highly 
approves  them  to  their  Sovereign,  and  while  it  reflects 
honor  on  themselves,  must  endear  them  to  their  mother 
comitry,  confident  that  actuated  by  the  same  principles  and 
influenced  by  considerations  so  powerful  and  interesting, 
your  loyalty  and  zeal  will  be  equally  ardent  and  conspicuous 
when  your  resolntions  must  be  so  essential  to  that  desirable 
object  of  redncing  the  enemy  to  the  necessity  of  accepting 
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a  peace  on  terms  of  glory  and  advantage  to  his  Majesty's 
crown  and  beneficial  to  his  people. 

CADWALLADEB  COLDEN. 
Fort  George,  New  York, 
3d  March,  1762. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

March  6  and  9.  Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly 
respectively  for  their  addresses. 

May  4.  The  Lientenaut-Govemor  sent  the  following 
conmmnieation  to  both  Houses : 

"The  declaration  of  war  with  Spain,  so  immediately 
succeeding  his  Majesty's  late  requisition  of  these  Colonies, 
shows  in  a  pointed  lijj^t,  witii  what  propriety  the  King 
might  have  expected  an  exertion  on  their  part,  eqnal  to 
their  efforts  in  any  preceding  year;  thongh  he  gradonsly 
condescended,  in  ease  of  his  faithfnl  snbjects,  to  moderate 
the  demand  of  Provincial  levies,  to  two-thirds  of  the  nttm- 
ber  formerly  raised. 

That  his  Majesty's  designs  against  the  enemy  may  not 
be  retarded  or  diBappointed,  I  am  commanded  to  complete 
the  forces  provided  for  as  early  as  possible.  Everything 
in  my  power  conducive  to  that  end  I  have  done;  and  it  is 
with  real  concern  I  find  my  endeavors  less  effectual  than 
those  of  the  neighboring  governments,  who  bave  I  am 
informed,  completed  theii*numherB,  while  the  quota  of  this 
Province,  generally  first  in  the  field,  appears  by  the  returns 
to  he  greatly  deficient  So  unusual  a  backwardness  is  I 
apprehend  to  be  solely  impnted  to  the  reduction  of  the 
bounty  from  fifteen  to  the  smn  of  ten  pounds. 

Your  meeting  therefore  became  indispensably  necessary 
to  remove  the  difficulties  this  essential  service  labors  under. 
There  are  many  dispersed  throughout  the  Province,  who 
after  receiving  the  public  bounty  deserted  in  the  former 
campaigns.     It  is  but  just  in  the  present  emei^^c^  to 
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oblige  these  to  enlist;  and  I  conceive,  it  would  be  of  great 
utility  to  impress  all  others,  who  bavlng  no  visible  employ- 
ment or  means  of  subsistence  are  a  burthen,  and  even  dan- 
gerous to  the  community. 

I  recommend  this  only  aa  an  expedient  that  may  make 
the  duty  fall  less  heavy  on  more  useful  members ;  and  when 
you  reflect  that  the  further  operations  of  his  Majesty's 
arms  are  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  the  advantages  of 
a  war,  hitherto  extensively  successful,  I  can  have  no  doubt 
of  your  exerting  the  utmost  efforts  to  effectuate  a  measure, 
with  which  the  honor  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  reputation 
and  safety  of  the  colony  are  so  nearly  connected.' 

CADWALLADER  GOLDEN." 

May  IS.  The  Lientenant-Cbvemor  sent  the  following 
communication  to  both  Houses: 

"From  a  general  return  of  the  enlistments  now  laid 
before  you,  it  appears  there  are  still  wanting  436  men,  to 
complete  the  quota  provided  for ;  exclusive  of  what  may  be 
short  at  Oswego.  If  to  these  we  add  the  difference  between 
the  numbers  enlisted,  and  those  who  pass  muster,  which  will 
probably  be  greater  than  usual,  the  deficiency  is  too  con- 
siderable, and  the  public  service  too  pressing,  not  to  require 
the  most  speedy  provision. 

It  is  evident  the  present  war  with  France  took  its  rise 
from  a  determined  resolution  to  restrain  her  unjust  en- 

B  The  next  dsj,  the  Gth  of  May,  the  Asserobly  passed  resolutions,  n- 
preuing  the  opinion  that  the  slow  enlistment  of  men"  was  not  due  to  the  re- 
duction of  bounty  from  fifteen  to  ten  pounds,  which  bounty  of  ten  pounds  ex- 
ceeded that  of  any  other  American  colony.  The  resolution  also  declared  that 
there  was  no  unusual  backwardness  in  enlistments,  some  twelve  hundred  men 
baring  already  enlisted;  also  that  no  adequate  results  could  be  accomplished 
by  an  act  requiring  deserters  in  a  former  campaign  to  serve  in  the  present 
war.  The  Assembly  further  expressed  the  opinion  that  "  to  impress  such  a.<i 
have  no  visible  means  of  subsistence,  would  rather  tend  to  prejudice  the 
Mrvice,  as  it  would  prevent  straggling  people  from  coming  in  this  colony,  who 
when  Oitj  do  come,  do  many  of  them,  enlist  Tolantaritjr." 
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croachments  on  these  Colonies.  The  principal  operations 
have  ever  since  been  conducted  with  an  immediate  view  to 
their  safety.  And  the  same  gradons  pnrpose  is  manifested  in 
the  spirited  measures  his  Majeal^  is  pursuing  at  this  time; 
while  we  must  be  gratefully  sensible,  that  the  diief  burthen 
of  the  expense  bath  fallen  upon,  and  is  still  cheerfully  sup- 
ported by  Great  Britain,  although  now  highly  angmented 
by  a  new  rupture,  in  which  we  are  involved  through  the 
arrogance  and  jealousy  of  the  Spaniards;  who,  impatient 
of  the  many  important  acquisitions  of  his  Majesty's  arms 
in  America,  propose  by  the  addition  of  their  weight,  to  turn 
the  scale,  and  prevent  the  salutary  effects  we  had  reason 
to  expect  from  a  aeries  of  victories  and  conquests.  WitB 
what  justice  tb«i  does  the  King  require  an  aid  so  reason- 
able and  necessary  from  bis  faithful  colonies,  and  bow 
great  will  be  bis  disappointment,  if  when  the  Mother  Conntry 
is  exerting  her  strength,  they  should  not  in  imitation  of 
their  great  example,  do  everything  in  their  power  towards 
the  success  of  measures,  essential  to  their  own  future  happi- 
ness and  security?  I  therefore  earnestly  recoounend,  that 
yon  will  now  effectually  enable  me,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
complete  the  levies,  lest  after  the  most  signal  proofs  of 
loyalty,  you  should  expose  yourselves  to  reproach,  by  slack- 
ening your  zeal  for  tile  common  good,  at  this  important 
conjoncture.* 

CADWALLADEB  GOLDEN." 

May  22.    The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  15tb  of  June. 

*The  AaMmbly  on  the  21st  of  Ukj,  passed  a  r«BoItitioa  offing  ui  kd- 
dltioiMl  boont?  for  the  ImmedUte  enliatmeiit  of  men  for  this  MTTiee. 
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ROBERT  MONCKTON.  Governor. 

The  ABBembly  had  been  adjourned  to  June  15th,  tat  did 
not  meet  until  November  16th,  when  the  Q^ovemor  ddivered 
the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  CouNom  and  Gehebal  Assbmblt.— 
I  have  the  great  happiness  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
auspicious  birth  of  a  prince,  an  event  whidi  must  inspire 
every  British  subject  with  the  most  grateful  sentiments  of 
the  Divine  goodness,  as  it  promises  security  and  peruur 
nency  to  the  inestimable  blessings  derived  to  our  country 
from  our  gradous  sovereign  and  his  illustrious  house. 

The  military  operations  since  your  recess  are  also  a 
source  of  public  joy  and  exaltation.  Havannah  [Havana], 
the  key  to  the  settlements  and  treasures  of  Spain,  fortified 
by  all  the  advantages  of  art,  and  defended  with  vigor  and 
obstinacy,  is  gloriously  subjected  to  bis  Majesty's  domin- 
'ion,  and  by  the  capture  of  all  the  ships  in  that  port,  the 
marine  of  our  enemy  most  essentially  debilitated. 

The  commennal  settlement  of  St.  John's  in  Newfound- 
land, seized  by  a  feeble  effort  of  the  declining  power  of 
France,  is  happily  regained,  by  a  well-timed  and  spirited 
enterprise,  wisely  projected  and  gallantly  executed. 

These  eminent  successes  which  add  fresh  lustre  to  the 
established  reputation  of  his  Majesty's  arms,  are  the  more 
interesting  as  they  must  at  this  critical  conjuncture  be  of 
the  abnost  moment  in  advancing  that  great  and  desirable 
object,  a  glorious  and  a  solid  peace. 

Gentlsmbm  op  the  Geneeal  Asseublt. — His  Excellency 
Sir  Jeflfery  Amherst,  in  the  beginning  of  August,  having 
requested  me  to  recommend  to  you  to  provide  for  the  oon- 
tinaing  in  pay  of  a  company  of  one  hundred  and  eeventy- 
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three  men,  indading  a  captain  and  three  subalterns,  his 
Majesty's  Council,  confident  that  the  same  zeal  would 
influence  you  to  this  necessary  meftsurg  which  had  induced 
yon  to  support  it  the  last  year,  advised  me  to  delay  calling 
yon  together,  until  the  ordinary  season  of  your  meeting, 
and  in  the  meantime  to  give  orders  for  the  enlistments,  in 
consequence  of  which  this  corps  is  now  nearly  completed. 
From  the  dispersed  situation  of  his  Majesty's  regular 
troops  employed  in  many  various  services,  and  the  absolute 
necessity  of  garrisoning  tiie  extended  posts  on  this  con- 
tinent during  the  winter,  the  propriety  of  this  requisition 
must  be  too  apparent  to  need  any  ai^anients  to  enforce  it 
I  therefore  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  but  you  will  very 
readily  make  the  provision  required.* 

The  support  of  his  Majesty's  government  expiring  the 
first  of  September,  it  is  my  duty  to  recommend  this  to  your 
early  attention.'  The  dignity  and  importance  of  the  ofBce 
of  chief  justice  and  of  the  judges  who  are  intmsted  with 
the  lives  and  rights  of  the  subjects,  render  it  as  essential 
to  your  own  happiness  and  security,  as  it  is  to  the  honor 
of  the  Crown,  that  a  suitable  augmentation  be  made  to  their 
salaries,  that  this  high  trust  may  not  fall  into  contempt, 
but  be  rendered  worthy  the  exercise  of  men  of  approved 
merit,  learning  and  ability.  On  this  point,  it  is  proper  I 
inform  you  that  by  his  Majesty's  additional  instruction 
to  me  I  am  restrained  from  assenting  to  any  act  by  whidi 
the  tenure  of  the  commissions  to  the  jndges  shall  in  any 
manner  be  regulated  or  ascertained.' 

The  Provincial  troops  have  unavoidably  been  employed 
longer  than  the  time  appointed  by  law,  and  many  of  them 

lAn  act  ptuaed  December  11th,  chap.  1185,  provided  for  the  enllatmait  o( 
one  hundred  and  seTenl^-three  men  for  service  on  the  frontiera. 

3  An  act  tor  the  support  of  government  wm  paaeed  Deoember  11th.  ehap. 
1183. 

8The  ularies  act  ot  December  31,  1701,  chap.  115S,  made  an  appropriatitm 
for  the  compeiuation  of  the  chief  justice  and  aiHocIate  justices,  provided  they 
held  their  conuniasioas  during  good  behavior.     This  limitation  was  dii^ 
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who  have  served  abroad,  from  the  fatignes  and  climate  to 
which  they  have  been  exposed,  will  stand  in  need  of  relief. 
I  therefore  urge  you  to  make  sufBdent  provision  that  those 
who  have  engaged  and  suffered  in  the  defence  of  their 
country  may  be  supported  at  her  expense  on  their  return 
and  until  they  can  arrive  at  their  habitations. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Counoil  and  Gbneuaij  Assembly. — 
Among  the  laws  which  require  your  consideration,  I  mast 
point  out  to  yon  the  necessity  of  reviving  those  for  billeting 
and  quartering  the  King's  troops/  and  the  impressing  of 
horses  and  carriages,  experience  having  shown  the  imprac- 
ticability of  carrying  on  the  public  service  with  effect  with- 
out the  aid  of  these  laws. 

The  just  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honor  the  King  has 
conferred  on  me  in  my  appointment  to  this  government, 
and  my  sincere  and  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  welfare 
and  felicity  of  the  people  committed  to  my  care,  will  always 
indue©  me  with  pleasure  and  alacrity  to  support  and  en- 
courage every  measure  and  every  object  that  can  tend  to 
his  Majesty's  service  and  their  well-being  and  prosperity, 
in  which  I  cannot  fail  of  having  your  hearty  concurrence. 
Actuated  by  these  principles,  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  enjoy 
that  inward  and  solid  satisfaction  which  must  be  the  re- 
ward of  an  upright  and  disinterested  administration. 

ROBERT  MONCKTON. 

Fort  George,  New  York, 
16  November,  1762. 


proved,  as  appeare  from  tha  QoTemor's  speech,  and  the  salarieg  act  pused 
at  this  aeesion,  Deoember  11th,  chap.  1164,  did  not  contain  the  limitation 
relative  to  eommisafoiiB  during  good  behavior. 

The  Aaaemblj,  however,  deemed  the  subject  of  anfflelent  importance  to 
warrant  an  address  to  the  King,  which  was  agreed  to  on  the  11th  of  De- 
cember, and  duly  transmitted.  Id  this  address  the  Assunblj  sets  forth  the 
dangere  of  an  irresponsible  judiciary,  and  prajs  that  permiuion  be  granted 
to  enact  laws  which  should  enable  the  colony  to  exercise  some  control  over  the 
judiciary,  which  could  not  be  had  if  the  judges  received  commiBgions  author- 
icing  them  to  hold  oSloe  during  the  King's  pleasure. 

*Aa  act  for  quartering  soldiers  was  passed  December  11th.  ehap.  1187. 
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SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  18  and  19.  ThankiBg  the  Conndl  and  Assem- 
bly respectively  for  their  addresses. 

November  24.  Eecommending  a  survey  of  the  line  be- 
tween the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Albany;  also  that  the  tan- 
dividing  the  colony  into  counties  be  revised  and  amended 
"  that  by  fixing  the  several  lines  with  precision  and  exact- 
ness, the  inconvenience  of  a  donbtfnl  jorisdiction  may  be 
avoided."" 

November  24.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  com- 
munication to  both  Houses : 

"  No  provision  being  made  for  defraying  any  expense 
however  necessary,  in  the  carrying  on  prosecutions  at  the 
suit  of  the  Crown,  the  public  justice  is  in  danger  of  suffer- 
ing, and  in  some  instances  may  be  defeated.  At  the  same 
time,  I  cannot  avoid  observing  that  his  Majesty's  attorney- 
general,  the  only  officer  who  prosecutes  for  the  Crown, 
after  the  most  able  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust,  has 
no  recompense  adequate  to  service  so  essential  to  the  com- 
mnnity;  the  law  not  giving  any  costs  in  criminal  causes. 
I  therefore  recommend  these  matters  to  your  consideration, 
not  doubting  but  you  will  provide  I'or  them  amply  and 
efEectually.' 

ROBERT  MONCKTON." 

December  3.  Recommending  the  immediate  adoption  of 
measures  for  settling  the  boundary  line  between  New  York 
and  New  Jersey.^ 

D  December  lit,  the  AsaemUy  adopted  a  resolution  favoring  k  reriaion  of 
the  law  relative  to  conntf  bouudariee,  but  in  order  to  give  time  for  eon' 
sideratfon,  appointed  a  committee  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Aasemblj  after  the  first  da^  of  June,  1763.  The  subject 
wu  brought  up  at  the  next  session,  November  2B,  1703,  and  a  resolution  waa 
adopted  postponing  action  until  after  the  1st  of  March,  1764. 

SThe  salaries  act,  passed  December  11th,  chap.  11S4,  appropriated  three 
hundred  pounds  to  the  Attorney-General  for  extraordinary  espeusea. 

TBf  an  act  passed  December  llth,  chap.  11S8.  questions  involving  the 
title  to  lands  held  under  New  York  grants,  and  which  were  affected  by  dis- 
putes relative  to  the  boundary  between  New  York  and  New  Jersey  wtfa  nb- 
mitted  to  the  King  for  determination. 
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December  3.  Urging  the  enactment  of  laws  relative  to 
quartering  soldiers  and  impressments  for  military  service. 
(See  note  4.) 

December  4.  Transmitting  an  acconnt  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  repairs  to  the  Governor's  house  in  the  fort.® 

December  11.  The  Assembly  vaa  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  February,  1763. 


1T63.    HOTXIDBB.    TWUnT-KINTH  ASSXMBLY,  SUIE  SESSIOV. 


CADWALLADER  GOLDEN,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of 
February,  1763,  but  it  did  not  meet  until  the  8th  of  No- 
vember. Id  the  meantime.  Governor  IfoncktOD,  intending 
to  go  to  England,  had  on  the  25th  of  June  delivered  the 
seals  to  LieutenaDt-Govemor  Golden,  who  again  assumed 
the  executive  oflBce.  November  9th  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEEGH. 

Gentlemen  or  the  Council  and  Genebal  Assbhblt. — 
The  great  and  desirable  work  of  peace  being  by  the  wisdom 
and  magnanimity  of  our  graraous  sovereign  happily  accom- 
plished since  your  recess,  I  cordially  congratulate  you  on 
this  joyful  event  so 'highly  glorious  to  his  Majesty,  and 
extensively  beneficial  to  his  people.  His  American  subjects 
who  will  derive  from  it  a  security  unknown  since  the  first 
establishment  of  these  colonies,  must  receive  this  mark  of 
the  royal  attention  to  their  interest  and  safety  with  the 
warmest  sentiments  of  loyalty,  gratitude  and  affection. 

■  This  acconnt  for  repairs  on  the  QoTcrnor'B  houw  waa  provided  for  bv 
ftpproprlationa  contained  in  an  act  puMd  December  Itth,  chap.  1IB3,  to  t9- 
IntKiTM  the  treaaunr  for  certain  adTancea. 

43 
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The  enjoyment  of  solid  tranquillity  is  however  unhappily 
suspended  by  the  daring  and  improToked  attacks  of  some  of 
the  Western  tribes  of  Indians,  who  under  the  specious  ap- 
pearance of  friendship  have  treacherously  surprised  some 
of  our  remote  posts  and  are  in  open  war,  renewing  with 
relentless  cruelty  that  horror  and  desolation  among  the 
defenceless  inhabitants  from  which  they  were  so  recently 
delivered. 

To  suppress  this  dangerous  defection  pregnant  with  the 
most  fatal  evils  before  it  becomes  m<^e  extensive  and  for- 
midable is  our  indispensable  duty. 

The  preservation  of  our  own  frontier  should  be  our  first 
and  immediate  care,  every  motive  of  policy,  justice  and 
humanity  unitedly  demanding  the  protection  of  our  fellow 
subjects,  whose  distant  and  dispersed  situation  must  other- 
wise leave  th^n  an  easy  prey  to  merciless  savages. 

But  barely  to  defend  ourselves  would  be  giving  the 
enemy  every  advantage,  and  expose  us  to  perpetual  dis- 
quietude. It  is  necessary  a  force  should  be  raised,  suflS- 
cient  to  chastise  these  faithless  people,  that  feeling  the 
weight  of  our  resentment  they  may  be  awed  for  the  future 
by  the  fear  of  punishment,  experience  evincing  that  des- 
titute of  every  just  and  humane  principle  nothing  else  can 
secure  us  against  their  continual  ravages  and  depredations. 

Since  then  not  only  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  but  the 
very  existence  of  a  great  part  of  it  depend  on  the  most 
active  and  spirited  measures,  no  arguments  can  be  wanting 
to  animate  you  to  a  vigorous  exertion  of  your  strength  in 
the  accomplishment  of  this  essential  object. 

I  shall  therefore  content  myself  with  laying  before  yon  a 
letter  I  received  from  his  Excellency  Sir  JefEery  Amherst, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  pressing  this 
government  to  furnish  a  proportion  of  men  to  proceed 
early  in  the  spring,  in  conjunction  with  the  regular  troops 
on  this  important  service.    IHd  the  subject  require  it,  his 
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Eraperior  abilities  would  render  it  nimecessary  for  me  to 
enforce  what  he  so  wisely  urges  for  subduing  that  restless, 
fierce  and  cruel  spirit  of  the  savages,  the  source  of  the  most 
dreadful  calamities. 

Q-ENXLEMSN  OF  THE  Obnekal  ASSEMBLY. — I  flattered  my- 
self the  ordinary  support  of  his  Majesty's  government 
would  have  been  the  only  aid  required  of  you  at  this  time, 
but  the  unexpected  revolt  of  the  Indians  renders  a  much 
greater  expense  unavoidable.  Besides  providing  for  the 
company  now  posted  at  Fort  Ontario,  Niagara  and  Detroit, 
which  General  Monckton,  by  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
council  a  few  days  before  his  departure,  directed  to  be  con- 
tinued on  that  service,  I  earnestly  recommend  you  will 
grant  the  necessary  supplies  for  raising,  clothing  and  pay- 
ing a  body  of  forces,  sufScient  with  the  other  troops  to 
avert  the  dangers  we  fear,  avenge  the  injuries  we  have  re- 
ceived, and  convince  the  Bavages  of  our  ability  to  compel 
them  to  snbmisBiou.^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Codnch.  and  General  Assembly. — 
The  enemy  have  already  infested  the  boiler  of  Orange  and 
Ulster,  and  though  I  am  confident  of  the  spirit  and  activity 
of  the  militia,  yet  as  this  duty  will  soon  be  too^  severely  felt> 
I  assure  myself  you  will  enable  me  to  ease  them,  and  by 
the  most  vigorous  resolutions  in  this  important  conjunc- 
ture, secure  to  yourselves  the  great  advantages  of  a  peace 
peculiarly  calculated  for  the  happiness  of  America.  , 

CADWALLADEE  GOLDEN. 

Fort  George,  New  York, 
9th  November,  1763. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  General  Am- 
herst mentioned  in  Lientenant-Govemor  Golden 's  speech: 

■  An  act  pused  December  13th,  cbap.  1210,  proTJded  for  railing  three 
hnndred  men  for  Mrrice  In  the  Indian  war,  three  hundred  for  guarding  the 
wettem  frontiers,  and  one  hundred  and  ae<rait7-three  for  frcmtler  garrisons. 
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"  New  York,  October  30, 1763. 

Sir. — On  a  due  consideration  of  the  most  probable  meas- 
wes  for  crushing  the  present  insurrection  of  the  Indians, 
and  punishing  the  guilty  as  they  deserve,  I  find  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  make  application  to  the  Provinces  most 
nearly  concerned,  that  a  respectable  body  of  men  may  be 
raised,  so  as  to  proceed  early  in  the  Spring,  in  conjonction 
■with  such  regular  troops  as  can  be  collected,  to  put  in  execu- 
tion such  offensive  operations  as  may  be  judged  most 
effectual  for  reducing  the  savages,  and  securing  peace  and 
quiet  to  the  settlements  hereafter. 

I  am  in  great  hopes  that  the  Provinces  to  the  southward 
will  cheerfully  raise  such  quotas,  as  may  be  required  of 
them,  for  reducing  the  Delawares,  Shawanese,  and  other 
tribes  on  that  side;  and  as  I  intend  to  assemble  a  respec- 
table body  of  men  early  in  the  Spring  at  Niagara,  for  the 
punishment  of  the  Seneca's,  and  other  savages  on  Lake 
Erie,  &a  who  have  so  treacherously  commenced  and  are 
now  carrying  on  hostilities  against  as,  I  think  it  but  reason- 
able that  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
should  contribute  their  shares  towards  a  service  of  so  much 
consequence  to  the  future  security  of  their  respective  in- 
habitants; and  therefore  I  am  now  to  lay  before  you  a 
requisition  which  I  am  persuaded  will  not  only  meet  with 
a  proper  reception  from  yon,  but  that  you  will  enforce  the 
same  to  your  Council  and  Assembly,  backed  with  sudi  argu- 
ments, (if  any  arguments  can  be  necessary  on  such  an  oc- 
casion) as  will  at  once  remove  every  obstacle  that  could  be 
started  to  a  compliance  therewith. 

The  proportion  I  must  demand  from  your  Province,  is 
fourteen  hundred  men,  exdnsive  of  commissioned  officers, 
twelve  hundred  to  be  divided  in  four  corps  of  five  com- 
panies each,  commanded  by  a  field  officer,  who  may  have 
the  rank  of  major ;  and  each  company  to  consist  of  a  cap- 
tain and  two  subalterns  and  sixty  men,  including  three  ser- 
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geants  and  three  corporals ;  the  other  two  hundred  to  have 
a  field  officer,  and  to  consist  of  fonr  companies  of  fifty  men 
each,  with  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers 
as  above;  for  the  service  on  which' they  will  be  employed, 
requires  that  there  should  be  a  good  many  officers.  The 
men  to  be  clothed  but  in  a  light  manner;  a  cloth  jacket, 
flannel  waistcoat,  leggins,  &c.  will  be  sufficient;  and  it 
will  be  necessary  that  the  whole  are  raised,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  Albany  by  the  first  of  March  next 

But  as  the  settlements  on  the  Mohawk  river  are  open  to 
the  enemy,  and  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  at  present,  to 
spare  regulars  for  their  protection,  so  much  as  I  wish  to  do, 
I  must  recommend  it  to  you  to  use  your  influence  with  the 
Assembly  to  raise  five  companies,  of  the  above  m^itioned 
quota  with  the  utmost  expedition,  that  they  may  be  posted 
during  the  winter  on  the  communication  between  Albany 
and  Oswego,  and  be  ready  for  any  service  they  may  be 
called  for,  which  may  be  a  great  means  of  preventing  any 
incursions  that  might  be  attempted  by  the  savages,  and 
give  that  confidence  to  the  inhabitants  which  is  so  neces- 
sary to  enable  them  to  repel  by  force  in  case  of  an  attack. 

Particular  care  should  be  taken  that  in  recruiting  the 
men,  none  should  be  raised  but  such  as  are  able  bodied; 
neither  too  young,  nor  too  old,  but  fit  for  the  most  active 
and  alert  service. 

Although  by  an  order  from  home,  the  regular  troops  are 
subject  to  a  stoppage  for  the  provisions  issued  to  them  be- 
longing to  the  Crown,  yet  upon  this  occasion  I  wiU  take 
upon  me  to  order  provisions  to  the  Provincial  Troops  that 
shall  be  raised  and  take  the  field;  and  they  shall  likewise 
be  provided  with  arms,  unless  any  of  them  choose  to  bring 
their  own  arms,  for  which  they  shall  have  the  same  allow- 
ance as  was  made  in  former  campaigns,  should  any  of 
them  be  lost,  or  damaged  in  actual  service.  Tents  will  also 
be  furnished  to  them  as  formerly. 
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The  time  of  service  may  be  limited  to  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, although  it  is  much  to  be  hoped  everything  will  be 
finished  long  before  that  period,  in  which  case  the  men  will 
be  sent  back  to  the  Province. 

I  am  with  great  regard,  Sir,  your  moat  obedient  homble 
servant, 

JEFFEKY  AMHERST." 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  10.  Transmitting  letters  from  Gleneral  Am- 
herst, Sir  William  Johnson  and  sundry  other  papers  rela- 
tive to  the  Indian  war.    (See  note  1.) 

November  11.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

November  16.  The  Assembly  presented  an  address  to 
the  Lieutenant-Qovemor,  whi<^  after  speaking  of  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  the  recent  conquest  of  Canada,  and 
the  treaty  of  peace,  says  that  these  inestimable  blessings 
had  been  ravished  from  the  colony  by  a  savage  enemy.  The 
address  continues:  "This  colony  alone,  by  the  prudent 
measures  it  pursued,  with  very  little  assistance  from  the 
Crown,  or  the  neighboring  colonies,  has  maintained  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  Six  Nations,  for  near  a  cen- 
tury; from  what  causes  the  horror  and  desolation  neces- 
sarily consequent  to  a  general  defection  of  those  savages 
are  now  like  to  arise,  it  concerns  us  mudi  to  know,  that  an 
effectual  remedy  may  be  applied  to  so  great  an  evil"  and 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  asked  for  full  information  on 
the  subject. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  in  his  reply  to  the  address, 
said  he  was  unable  to  form  any  intelligent  opinion  con<»m- 
ing  the  defection  among  the  Indians;  that  unacquainted 
with  any  just  grounds  of  complaint  they  have  against  the 
Colony,  he  could  only  attribute  it  to  that ' '  spirit  of  cruelty 
and  rapacity  for  which  they  have  ever  been  distingoished." 
He  said  further  that  "  to  apply  a  remedy  to  so  great  an 
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evil,  is  become  absolutely  necessary.  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst 
hath  had  better  opportunities  of  being  veil  informed,  than 
any  other  person  can  have;  hath  wisely  improved  them  to 
the  best  purposes;  bath  on  all  occasions,  formed  his  plans 
with  the  greatest  precaution,  and  they  have  been  attended 
with  glorious  success;  we  have  therefore  great  reason  to 
confide  in  his  judgment  No  endeavors  of  mine  shall  be 
Wanting  to  lessen  the  burthen  of  the  expense  on  this  Prov- 
ince; and  it  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  find  in  yon, 
should  the  other  colonies  refuse  their  aid,  a  fixed  resolution 
to  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability." 

December  2.  Transmitting  several  accounts  of  demands 
against  the  colony. 

December  12.  Transmitting  accounts  for  services  ren- 
dered by  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  Ulster  county  in 
guarding  the  frontiers. 

December  20.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  7th  of 
February,  1764. 


1761.    APRIL.    IWE1TT7-KIHTH  ASSraiBLT,  SEVXKTH  SESSION. 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  April  17,  but  a  quorum  did  not  ap- 
pear until  the  19th,  at  which  time  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

OEHTIiEMBK   OF   THE   ConNCIL  AlTD   Q-ENEEAI.  AsSEMBLT. — 

Inconvenient  as  it  must  be  to  many  of  you,  I  should  not 
have  called  you  together  at  this  season  could  I  have  taken 
upon  myself  to  disband  the  guards  upon  the  frontiers,  for 
whom  yon  have  only  provided  to  the  first  of  next  month. 
Since  your  recess  affairs  with  respect  to  the  Indians 
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have  taken  a  more  favorable  turn;  several  of  the  western 
tribes  at  Detroit,  dispirited  by  the  gallant  and  obstinate 
defence  of  that  post,  were  Intiinidated  to  a  snbmissioQ 
while  parties  of  the  Six  Confederate  Nations  now  in  general 
well  affected  in  our  interest,  are  actually  gone  to  chastise 
the  Delawares,  and  those  other  tribes  who  have  committed 
such  insolent  ravages.  I  am  confident  that  encouraged  by 
the  prospect  of  speedily  terminating  this  destructive  rup- 
ture, no  efforts  will  be  wanting  on  your  part  to  promote 
that  tranquillity  which  is  so  essential  to  your  own  welfare 
and  the  general  prosperity  of  these  colonies,  and  this  will  be 
most  effectually  done  by  showing  ourselves  prepared  for 
all  events. 

Gentlbmbn  of  the  Gbneeal  Assembly. — The  Preserva- 
tion of  your  frontier  still  requires  your  attention.  I  must 
also  recommend  your  making  provision  for  the  company 
lately  posted  at  Oswego,  the  General  who  considers  this 
corps  as  destined  to  join  the  regular  forces  having  desired 
that  it  may  be  completed  and  in  readiness  for  immediate 
service.* 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  General  Asseublt. — 
The  troops  being  in  motion,  it  is  necessary  that  your  reso- 
lutions be  attended  with  dispatdi  that  I  may  give  the 
proper  orders  before  it  be  too  late  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution. 

CADWALLADER  GOLDEN. 

Fort  George,  New  York, 
19th  April,  1764. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
April  20  and  21.    Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly 
respectively  for  their  addresses. 
April  21.    The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  8th  of  May. 

1  Proriaion  was  made  for  on«  hundred  and  eighty  men  for  aervice  aguut 
the  enemy  Indians,  by  an  act  poseed  April  Slat,  chap.  1337. 
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CADWALLADER  COLDEN.  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assranbly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  8th  of  Ma7,  but 
did  not  meet  nntil  the  4th  of  September,  and  the  next  da7 
the  Lieatenant-Govemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENINO  SPEECH. 

Qentlemem  of  the  Council  and  General  Assembly. — 
Desirous  to  consult  yonr  ease,  I  have  called  you  together 
at  a  season  represented  to  me  as  the  most  convenient  for 
yourselves. 

Your  enabling  me  to  place  guards  on  the  exposed  parts 
of  the  frontier  hath  been  attended  with  the  most  salutary 
effects;  the  people  having  remained  entirely  free  from  the 
incursions  of  the  Indians,  who  seldom  attack  those  they 
find  prepared  for  defence. 

With  great  satisfaction  I  congratulate  you  on  the  peace 
lately  concluded  with  the  several  Indian  nations  at  Niagara, 
through  the  ability,  experience,  and  zealous  efforts  of  Sir 
William  Johnson.  The  army  collected  to  chastise  them 
while  it  facilitated  this  happy  measure,  must  by  impressing 
on  the  minds  of  the  Indians  a  high  sense  of  our  power, 
render  their  submission  more  firm  and  lasting.  It  will  give 
yon  peculiar  pleasure  to  be  informed  that  his  Majesty 
graciously  distinguishes  and  approves  your  conduct  in  pro- 
viding for  the  troops  now  in  your  pay,  who  have  greatly 
contributed  towards  the  general  service. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. — With  the  sup- 
port of  his  Majesty's  government,  I  recommend  the  dis- 
charge of  the  public  debts.'    Emergencies  often  arise  which 


1  An  act  for  the  support  of  govemnieiit,  chap.  1239,  and  an  act  to  pay 
public  ithta,  chap.  1246,  wen  pasaed  October  2IHIk. 
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make  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  private  persons; 
public  credit  ought  therefore  inviolably  to  be  preserved. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Genekal  Asseubly. — 
The  law  granting  a  bounty  on  hemp  is  expired  witiiout  its 
intended  effect.  There  are  large  tracts  of  land  in  this 
Province  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  this  valuable 
article,  which  by  proper  means  may  become  a  staple  highly 
beneficial  to  us,  and  is  an  object  so  interesting  to  our 
mother  country  as  to  have  received  encouragement  from 
the  British  Parliament.  The  farmers  in  general  are  igno- 
rant both  of  its  culture  and  preparation  for  manufacture. 
Bewards  therefore  are  requisite  to  excite  their  attention 
and  animate  them  to  the  pursuit  of  this  important  branch 
of  husbandry.  On  the  revival  of  the  act,  I  hope  all  ranks 
in  the  mercantile  as  well  as  the  landed  interest  wUl  unite 
in  promoting  a  design  calculated  for  their  common  advan- 
tage, and  eminently  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony.^ 

CADWALLADER  GOLDEN. 

Fort  George,  New  York, 
5th  September,  1764. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

September  5.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

September  12.  The  Assembly  presented  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor an  address,  which  among  other  things,  refer- 
red as  follows  to  the  termination  of  the  Indian  war: 

"Nor  less  do  we  receive  from  the  information  your 
Honor  gives,  that  a  peace  is  concluded  with  the  several 
Nations  of  Indians  at  Niagara,  through  the  ability,  experi- 
ence and  zealous  efforts  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  and  that 
it  was  facilitated  by  the  army.  This  will  free  us  we  hope, 
from  any  further  military  expenses ;  leave  us  in  a  capacity 

2  An  act  passed  October  20tli,  chap.  1247,  revived  an  act  which  provided  for 
raising  three  thousand  pounds  hy  lotterj'  to  be  expended  in  bounties  to  en- 
courage the  cultivation  of  hemp. 
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of  disdiarging  the  many  debts  we  have  contracted  during 
the  war;  and  enable  us  to  pay  those  taxes  which  the  present 
and  increasing  scarcity  of  cash  renders  extremely  bnrthen- 
Bome." 

The  address  contains  the  following  significant  allusions 
to  conditions  which  presaged  a  coming  storm : 

"  But  nothing  can  add  to  the  pleasure  we  receive  from 
the  information  your  Honor  gives  us,  that  hia  Majesty,  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign,  distinguishes  and  approves  our 
conduct.  When  his  service  requires  it,  we  shall  ever  be 
ready  to  exert  ourselves,  with  loyalty,  fidelity  and 
zeal,  and  as  we  have  always  complied  in  the  most  dutiful 
manner  with  every  requisition  made  by  his  directions,  we 
with  all  humility  hope  that  his  Majesty,  who,  and  whose 
ancestors,  have  long  been  the  guardians  of  British  liberty, 
will  so  protect  us  in  our  rights,  as  to  prevent  our  falling 
into  the  abject  state  of  being  forever  hereafter  incapable 
of  doing  what  can  merit  either  his  distinction  or  approba- 
tion. Such  must  be  the  deplorable  state  of  that  wretched 
people  who  (being  taxed  by  a  power  subordinate  to  none, 
and  in  a  great  measure  unacquainted  with  their  circum- 
stances) can  call  nothing  their  own.  This  we  speak  with 
the  greatest  deference  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
British  Parliament,  in  which  we  confide. 

Depressed  with  this  prospect  of  inevitable  ruin,  by  the 
alarming  informations  we  have  from  home,  neither  we  nor 
our  constituents  can  attend  to  improvements,  conducive 
either  to  the  interests  of  our  mother  country  or  of  this 
Colony.  We  shall  however  renew  the  act  for  granting  a 
bounty  on  hemp,  still  hoping  that  a  stop  may  be  put  to 
those  measures,  which  if  carried  into  execution,  will  oblige 
us  to  think,  that  nothing  but  extreme  poverty  can  preserve 
us  from  the  most  insupportable  bondage. 

We  hope  you  Honor  will  join  with  us  in  an  endeavor 
to  secure  that  great  badge  of  English  liberty,  of  being 
taxed  only  with  our  own  consent,  to  which  we  conceive,  all 
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his  Majesty's  subjects  at  home  and  abroad  equally  ^ititled; 
aod  also  in  pointing  out  to  the  ministry,  the  many  mischiefs 
arising  from  the  act  commonly  called  the  Sogar  act,  both 
to  ns  and  Great  Britain." 

September  17.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  replied  to  the 
foregoing  address  as  follows : 

"As  the  most  material  parts  of  this  address,  cannot  with 
any  propriety  be  made  to  me,  I  shall  transmit  it  to  more 
proper  judges  of  the  sentiments  you  adopt 

When  we  consider  the  blood  and  treasure  onr  mother 
country  has  poured  forth  in  our  defence,  without  which,  in 
all  probability  this  Province  conld  not  have  maintained  its 
being  to  this  time,  it  should  make  us  desirous  to  contribute 
everything  in  our  power  for  her  ease  and  benefit,  and  to 
express  onr  sentiments  in  every  instance,  with  gratitude 
and  filial  submission. 

The  method  yon  now  take  is,  in  my  opinion,  improper; 
however  I  shall  do  nothing  to  prevent  your  making  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  State  of  this  Colony,  which  you  think  best. 
May  your  proceedings  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  you 
represent. 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN." 

September  24.  Transmitting  several  accounts  of  de- 
mands against  the  colony. 

September  24.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  to  both 
Houses  the  following  communication  relative  to  the  bound- 
ary line  between  NewTork,  New  Jersey  and  Massadmsetts: 

"The  establishment  of  limits  between  his  Majesty's 
colonies,  being  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  quiet  and 
tranquillity  of  his  people,  the  Legislature  of  this  and  the 
Province  of  New  Jersey,  united  in  passing  laws  for  defray- 
ing the  expense  that  shall  accrue  in  the  final  settlement  of 
the  line  of  partition  between  them;  and  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  inform  yon  that  the  Eight  Honorable  the  Lords 
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Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  have  recom- 
mended those  laws,  as  proper  to  be  confirmed  by  his  Maj< 
esty,  and  that  the  royal  commission  should  issue  in  conse- 
quence thereof. 

The  desirable  effects  which  must  result  from  this  salu- 
tary measure,  call  for  the  like  provision  on  your  part,  in 
order  finally  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  boundary 
between  this  Colony  and  the  ProTLuce  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay,  a  matter  long  contested,  and  which  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  frequent  riots  and  disorders,  to  the  disturbance 
of  tlie  public  peace  and  the  injury  of  private  property.  I 
therefore  earnestly  recommend  this  as  an  object  highly 
deserving  your  consideration.' 

CADWALLADER  GOLDEN." 

October  2.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  to  both 
Houses  the  following  communication  relative  to  Lidian 
affairs : 

"  His  Majesty  thinking  it  just  and  reasonable,  and  essen- 
tial to  his  interest,  and  the  security  of  his  Colonies,  that 
the  several  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians  who  live  under  hia 
protection  should  not  be  molested  or  disturbed  in  the 
possession  of  the  lands,  which  have  not  been  legally  and 
without  fraud  purchased  of  them;  and  having  declared  his; 
determined  resolution  to  remove  all  reasonable  cause  of 
discontent  which  they  entertain;  I  have  received  directions 
to  inform  you,  of  the  great  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness 
expressed  by  the  Mohawk  Nation,  on  account  of  the  patent,, 
known  by  tiie  name  of  Kayaderosseras,  or  Queensburgb; 
and  to  recommend  to  you,  the  passing  a  bill  for  vacating 
and  annulling  that  grant 

The  Indians  disown  the  sale  of  those  lands,  and  they  have 
frequently  been  a  subject  of  their  complaint;  indeed  on 

>  An  act,  chap.  1250,  was  passed  October  ZOtli,  to  fadlltete  the  Kttlement 
of  ■  bonndaiy  between  New  Tork  and  Uanacltiuetta. 
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comparing  the  grant  with  the  Indian  purchase  the  bound- 
aries of  the  former  appear  to  comprehend  a  far  greater 
extent  of  eoontry  than  by  any  construction  can  be  included 
within  the  description  in  the  Indian  conveyance.  The 
Mohawks,  who  it  is  well  known  never  obstruct  a  settlement 
when  the  purchase  is  fair  and  regular,  have  not  suffered 
any  improvements  to  be  made  by  the  proprietors,  and  the 
tract,  even  to  this  day,  remains  in  common  and  undivided. 
With  copies  of  the  Letter  Patent,  and  Indian  purchase, 
I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  you,  the  proceedings  at  a 
late  conference  with  the  Mohawks,  which  discover  fresh 
complaints,  and  that  while  these  people  appeal  to  ourselves 
for  a  proof  of  their  attachment,  they  reproach  us  with  a 
delay  of  the  justice  due  to  them  in  return  for  their  un- 
shaken fidelity.  I  cannot  therefore  doubt  your  applying 
the  most  effectual  remedy  in  a  case  wherein  the  Honor  of 
the  Crown,  and  the  interest  of  the  public  are  highly  con- 
cerned.* 

CADWALLADER  GOLDEN." 


4  On  the  SUi  of  October,  the  ABiembly  adopted  the  following  memonuidam 
concerniDg  IndUn  lutds  and  titles,  and  delivered  it  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor; 

"First.  That  most.  If  not  all  the  pat«ait8  for  landa  in  this  Colony,  were 
preceded  bj  purchases  from  the  Indian  natives;  the  faimeas  and  validly  of 
which  were  trusted  to  the  Judgment  of  certain  officers  of  the  Crown,  whos^ 
duty  it  was  to  attend  to  a  proper  examination,  previous  to  the  Issuing  of 
the  royal  grants. 

"  Secondly.  That  many  of  the  ancient  conveyances,  and  even  patents  them- 
aelvea,  through  the  infancy  of  the  country,  and  the  unacquaintedness  of  the 
first  settlers  with  the  English  language,  are  darkly  and  imperfectly  ex- 
pressed;  and  that  It  is  very  common  for  the  Indians  to  deny  the  sales  of 
their  ancestors,  as  well  as  their  own,  and  renew  their  claims,  to  force  r^ 
peated  payments  for  the  same  lands,  which  his  Majesty's  subjects  often 
submit  to  for  peace  sake. 

"  Thirdly.  That  it  is  impossible  to  discover  the  true  owners  of  any  lands, 
among  unlettered  barbarians,  who  keep  no  certain  memorial,  have  veiy  in- 
distinct nations  of  private  property,  live  by  hunting,  use  no  land  marks,  nor 
have  any  inclosures. 

"  Fourthly.  That  an  easy  attention  to  Indian  claims  of  landa  long  sine* 
patented,  has  a  natural  tendency  to  excite  new  and  repeated  oomplalnta, 
from  a  people  who  have  rendered  themselves  indigent,  and  daily  become  moro 
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October  18.  The  Assembly  transmitted  to  its  London 
agent  three  petitions  for  presentation  respectively  to  the 
King,  the  Lords,  and  the  Commons. 

and  more  necessitous  by  their  sales,  and  the  utter  neglect  of  industiy,  both  H 
the  arts  and  agriculture. 

"  Fifthly.  That  in  proceedings  against  ancient  granti  npon  the  pretence 
of  fraud,  after  near  slxtj  years  bare  elapsed,  the  witnesses  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  dead,  and  the  proofs  weakened  or  loat. 

"This  House  therefore,  upon  general  principles  (for  they  know  nothing  of 
the  peculiar  state  of  Kaj^doroaioras,  other  than  that  it  is  a  large  tract 
thinly  settled  iMcause  formerly  much  exposed  to  incarsiouB  from  Crown 
Point)  conceive  it  extremely  dangerous  at  this  late  day,  to  enter  into  an 
inquiry,  in  which  sufficient  light  probably  cannot  be  obtained  to  direct  a  just 
and  accurate  determination,  and  that  the  precedent  of  annulling  the  Crown 
grant,  impeaches  the  fidelity  of  the  officers,  with  whom  the  power  to  grant 
lands  has  been  intrusted,  wilt  render  all  property  insecure;  give  the  highest 
dissatisfaction  to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  alarm  their  fears,  and  discourage  the 
settlement,  cultivation,  and  prosperity  of  the  Colony. 

"  The  House  observes,  that  the  vacating  of  the  patent  of  Eayadoroaaerai, 
among  others,  was  urged  by  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  in  a  message  of  the  6th  of 
July,  and  a  speech  on  the  24th  of  September,  1TG0;  and,  again  In  another 
speech  of  the  16tb  of  February,  1757,  and  that  the  then  General  Assembl]*, 
In  their  address  of  the  I8th  of  the  same  month  of  February,  informed  htn 
Excellency,  '  That  upon  inquiry  be  would  find  the  proprietors  of  large  tracts 
on  the  frontiers  had  paid  very  considerable  sums  of  money,  first  to  the 
natives  for  their  rights,  afterwards  to  the  Governors  and  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment for  fees  attending  the  patents,  frequently  as  much  as  the  lands  were 
worth,  and  that  to  deprive  those  people  of  their  poasessions,  without  a  con- 
sideration, would  be  construed  a  proceeding  harsh  and  dangerous.' 

"And  this  House  being  well  assured  that  those  su^estions  are  true,  find 
themselves  constrained  to  adopt  the  same  sentiments;  and  doubt  not,  but 
Sir  William  Johnson  bath  a  sufficient  Influence,  and  by  assigning  the  reasons 
aforementioned,  will  be  able  to  render  the  Mohawks,  who  are  the  least 
populous,  most  easily  managed,  best  affected,  and  most  Intelligent  of  all  the 
Indians,  perfectly  easy;  and  perhaps  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the  patentee* 
may,  if  called  upon  by  the  government,  be  able  to  supply  such  proofs  of  the 
extent  and  fairness  of  the  purchase,  as  may  facilitate  such  good  endeavors  on 
the  part  of  Sir  William  Johnson  to  remove  all  ground  of  dissatisfaction 
among  the  Indians;  a  measure  which  the  Honor  of  the  Crown  in  the  faith  of 
the  royal  grants,  and  common  Justice  seem  to  recommend,  as  previous  to  ai^ 
other  step,  more  threatening  and  detrimental  to  his  Majesty's  subjectf 
claiming  those  lands;  and  who,  at  this  day,  are  probably  purchasers  for  large 
and  valuable  considerations,  and  will  have  much  cause  to  complain,  if  in- 
stead of  protection  from  the  Legislature,  they  find  the  great  power  of  ths 
Colony,  most  unnaturally  exerted  to  divest  them  of  their  property." 
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The  petition  to  the  King  recites  the  establishment  of  a 
Colonial  L^islatore  in  1683,  in  whidi  was  lodged  particu- 
larly "  the  power  of  taxing  its  inhabitants  for  the  support 
of  government,"  and  that  tbe  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
that  constitution  had  continaed  to  the  present  time.  The 
petitioners  farther  say: 

"  That  under  the  influence  of  this  happy  imitation  of  the 
political  frame  of  our  Mother  Country,  we  are,  by  the 
numerous  emigrations  from  your  Majesty's  Kingdoms  of 
Oreat  Britain  and  Irelimd,  and  the  accession  of  foreign 
Protestants,  become  a  dominion  filled  with  subjects,  who 
esteem  themselves  happy  in  the  firmest  attachment  to  your 
royal  person,  family  and  government;  the  more  happy,  as 
under  this  allegiance,  they  have  had  the  highest  reason, 
from  the  hitherto  iminterrupted  enjoyment  of  their  civil 
rights  and  liberties  as  individuals,  to  consider  themselves, 
in  a  state  of  perfect  equality  with  their  fellow  subjects  in 
Great  Britain,  and  as  a  political  body,  enjoying,  like  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country,  the  esclusive  right  of  taxing 
themselves;  a  right,  which  with  the  most  profound  sub- 
mission be  it  spoken,  whether  inherent  in  the  people,  or 
sprung  from  any  other  cause,  has  received  the  royal  sanc- 
tion, is  at  the  basis  of  our  Colony  State,  and  become  vener- 
able by  long  usage." 

The  petitioners  say  that  they  cannot  "without  the 
strongest  demonstrations  of  grief,  express  their  sentiments 
on  the  late  intimation  of  a  design  to  impose  taxes  on  your 
Majesty's  colonists  by  laws  to  be  passed  in  Great  Britain." 

'*  That  the  power  of  taxing  ourselves  has  been  funda- 
mentally interwoven  in  our  constitution,  we  flatter  ourselves 
will  not  be  denied;  that  we  have  unintermptedly  enjoyed 
this  power,  the  numerous  acts  we  have  passed  for  the  sup- 
port of  government,  in  the  enacting  of  which  the  Crown 
has  always  participated,  will  fully  evince ;  and  that  we  have 
not  abused  this  power,  our  strenuous  exertions,  upon  every 
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public  emergency,  will  we  humbly  hope,  most  folly  demon- 
strate. Many  indeed  are  our  testimonials  on  this  subject, 
furnished  by  the  speeches  of  our  Governors,  under  your 
Majesty  and  your  royal  Ancestors,  and  recorded  in  our  acts 
of  Assembly,  for  a  long  and  uninterrupted  series  of  years." 

"  May  we  not  therefore  humbly  hope,  for  your  Majesty's 
royal  approbation  of  our  unwillingness  to  part  with  a  right, 
which  the  authority  of  the  Prince,  in  the  infancy  of  this 
Colony,  thought  proper  to  put  into  its  hands,  as  the  birth- 
right of  the  subject,  a  right  whidi  we  have  ever  since  uidis- 
turbedly  possessed ;  a  right  to  which  even  could  it  be  for- 
feited by  abuse,  we  have  secured  our  title  by  the  best 
improvement  of  it.  May  we  not  also,  while  the  liberty  of 
the  subject  has  ever  been  the  greatest  glory,  of  the  illus- 
trious House  of  Hanover,  with  full  assurance  of  acceptance 
lay  at  your  Majesty's  feet,  our  jealousies  upon  every 
invasion  of  our  rights  t  We  value  ourselves  in  being  the 
free  subjects  of  a  glorious  Prince,  who  temderly  regards 
the  liberties  of  bis  people,  and  who  will  ever  maintain  that 
excellent  constitution,  which  with  all  others,  that  the  wis- 
dom of  man  has  hitherto  contrived,  forbids,  that  any  part 
of  a  community  shall,  as  individuals,  claim  the  right  of  tax- 
ing the  whole.  And  these  our  jealousies  we  bring  recom- 
mended with  an  argument  which  we  trust  will  ever  have 
the  greatest  weight  with  our  sovereign. 

For  besides,  that  involuntary  taxes  and  impositions,  are 
absolutely  and  necessarily  excluded  from  a  State  of  liberty ; 
that  it  would  be  the  bas^t  vassalage,  to  be  taxed  at  the 
pleasure  of  a  fellow  subject;  that  all  real  property  is  lost, 
whensoever  it  becomes  subordinate  to  laws,  in  the  making 
of  which,  the  proprietor  does  not  participate;  and  that  thiw 
to  treat  ns,  would  be  to  sink  us  into  a  subjugation,  infinitely 
below  the  ignominious  rank  of  the  most  tributary  states; 
besides  all  this,  we  have  the  welfare  of  the  Nation,  that 
most  powerful  advocate  with  a  wise  King,  to  plead  our 
44 
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cause  before  yoar  Majesty;  and  by  Um  we  are  encouraged 
to  observe, 

That  yonr  Majesty's  North  American  Colonies,  in  the 
extensive  tract  of  country  they  contain,  furnish  room  for 
an  endless  increase  of  inhabitants.  And  as  numbers  are 
the  most  athletic  sinew  of  national  power;  the  strength  of 
Great  Britain,  which  can  never  grow  from  this  cause  at 
home,  must  gain  continual  and  never  ending  accessions 
in  her  colonies;  that  the  consumption  of  British  manufac- 
tures, originally  made  necessary  by  the  nature  of  our 
climate,  will  continually  increase  with  our  numbers  and 
by  this  means,  the  trade  and  maritime  power  of  the  Nation, 
will  grow  daily  more  dreaded,  unrivalled  and  irresistible; 
and  your  Majesty  and  your  royal  descendants,  become 
more  conspicuously,  as  your  Majesty  in  truth  is,  the  most 
powerful  Prince  in  Europe. 

These,  we  presume,  are  the  happy  effects,  which  can  flow 
only  from  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  the  colonies ;  and 
for  which,  the  Mother  Country,  being  long  e'er  now  arrived 
at  the  fullest  maturity,  can  afford  no  room. 

But  as  liberty  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  our  enjoyments,  as 
your  Majesty's  subjects  can  neither  be  happy  nor  rich,  but 
in  the  independent  fruition  of  their  property;  can  your 
Majesty,  we  ask  it  with  submission,  conceive,  that  a  dis- 
crimination of  privileges  between  the  Mother  Country  and 
the  Colonies,  will  be  attended  with  a  consequence,  less  fatal 
than  the  decrease  of  the  latter!  While  the  subject,  -can 
under  the  nearer  protection  of  the  Crown,  enjoy  the  largest 
portions  of  liberty,  and  the  greatest  accumulations  of  privi- 
leges that  a  free  people  can  ev^i  wish  for,  the  more  inhos- 
pitable climes  of  America,  more  inhospitable  for  our  vicin- 
ity to  a  barbarian,  and  irreconcilable  foe,  will  famish  no 
temptations  to  emigrate.  Actuated  by  the  same  principles, 
which  will  prevent  all  future  emigrations,  great  numbers 
of  our  present  inhabitants  will  transplant  themselves  into 
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the  Mother  Country,  where  they  may  enjoy  their  property 
with  the  fullest  security,  and  a  perfect  equality  with  their 
fellow  subjects.  Thus  will  our  Colonies  decrease,  and  with 
them  the  strength,  the  glory,  the  lustre  of  the  British 
Empire. 

These,  permit  us,  with  the  deepest  concern  for  the  honor 
of  our  King,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Nation,  to  assure 
your  Majesty,  will  be  the  fatal,  yet  unavoidable  eonse- 
quences,  of  a  method  of  taxation  for  the  Colonies,  so  incon- 
sistent with  the  genius  of  the  British  Constitution,  so 
destructive  of  that  right  of  taxing  ourselves,  which  in 
common  with  car  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain,  we  have 
hitherto  uninterruptedly  enjoyed;  and  whitdi,  it  is  hoped, 
we  may  with  the  strictest  justice  say,  have  been  secured 
against  a  forfeiture,  as  far  as  the  most  invaluable  rights 
can,  by  the  best  improvement  of  them,  be  secured. 

May  we  not  therefore,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  with  a 
measure  of  confidence  hope,  that  an  evil,  so  great,  so  exten- 
sive, will  by  your  Majesty's  wise  and  princely  interposition 
be  prevented!  An  evil,  which  no  instance  in  the  whole 
tenor  of  our  conduct,  can  possibly  make  necessary;  for 
what  period,  we  ask  it  with  all  humility,  can  be  assigned, 
in  which  even  our  backwardness,  mach  less  our  refusal,  to 
exercise  the  right  of  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  ourselves, 
or  the  national  weal  was  manifestedt  We  have  ever  been 
a  people,  zealous  for  the  honor  of  our  sovereign,  sanguine 
in  the  public  cause,  ready  to  strain  every  nerve  upon  every 
occasion;  we  have  supported  the  whole  weight  of  savage 
and  Canadian  fury,  for  near  a  century ;  been  as  liberal  of 
our  blood,  as  our  treasure;  and  even  anticipated  the  de- 
mands of  our  sovereign,  on  every  occasion  of  public  emer- 
gency. So  conspicuous  indeed,  was  our  willingness  to 
exercise  this  invaluable  right  in  the  national  cause,  that  at 
a  juncture,  when  a  failure  of  the  military  chest,  suspended 
your  Majesty's  important  operations,  for  the  conquest  of 
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Canada  (the  most  luminoaa  event,  that  ever  adorned  l^e 
page  of  English  history)  your  Majesty's  Commander-in- 
Chief  betook  himself  to  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony,  for 
relief.  And  on  that  momentous  occasion,  how  cheerfully 
did  they  load  the  Colony  with  a  sum,  immensely  beyond  the 
abilities  of  a  poor  people  to  bear,  upon  no  other  fiecnrity 
for  a  reimbursement  than  the  merit  of  the  service. 

Next  to  tiie  right  of  taxing  ourselves,  for  the  support  of 
your  Majesty's  Government,  we  beg  leave,  humbly,  to 
recommend  to  the  gracious  consideration  of  onr  Sovereign, 
the  present  ruinous  State  of  our  eonmierce.  If  the  trade 
of  Great  Britain  is  her  chief  glory,  if  she  is  to  excel  her 
neighbors  in  commercial  arts,  we  speak  from  onr  present 
woeful  experience,  the  prosperity  of  our  trade,  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  snpport  of  hers.  This  country  can,  at 
best,  afford  a  very  incompetent  supply  of  immediate  remit- 
tancea,  for  those  prodigious  quantities  of  her  manufactures, 
which  we  daily  consmue.  Our  staple  is  calculated,  princi- 
pally, for  the  West  India  markets ;  and  their  produce  is  the 
best  return  we  can  possibly  make  for  her  commodities. 
And  as  our  Communication  with  the  foreign  islands,  would, 
besides  a  vent  for  our  own  staple,  open  a  wide  door  for  the 
sale  of  British  manufactures,  the  trade  of  Great  Britain, 
would  by  this  means,  be  immensely  increased;  while  on  the 
other  band,  your  Majesty's  sugar  colonies,  afford  a  very 
inadequate  market  for  British  wares,  and  the  staple  of  our 
coxmtry  {  and  by  such  a  restriction,  our  trade,  and  of  course 
tlie  trade  of  Great  Britain,  is  reduced  to  the  most  scanty 
limits.  It  is  therefore  with  a  concern,  that  equally  embraces 
our  Mother  Country,  as  well  as  our  Colony  interests,  that 
we  received  the  late  act  of  Parliament,  by  which  all  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  these  Colonies,  and  the  foreign 
West  India  settlements  is  at  an  end;  the  duties  thereby 
imposed  being  equal  to  a  prohibition.  And  we  have  too 
great  reason,  from  the  present  decay  of  onr  commerce  to 
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condnde,  that  this  measure,  which  can  only  be  serviceable, 
to  a  very  inconeiderable  part  of  the  British  empire,  wUl  be 
attended  with  consequences,  destructive  to  the  general  in- 
terest, of  your  Majesty's  realm  and  dominions. 

Our  demands  for  linen  manufactures,  which  till  the  pass- 
ing of  the  late  act,  we  have  been  permitted  freely  to  supply 
by  importations  from  your  Majesty's  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
must  remain,  in  a  great  measure,  unsatisfied,  by  the  pro- 
hibition laid  on  our  exportation  of  lumber  to  that  kingdom. 
As  we  humbly  conceive,  that  no  national  advantage  can 
arise  from  this  restriction,  we  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
hopes  of  your  Majesty's  most  gracious  and  powerful  inter- 
position in  this  instance  for  our  relief. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  distress,  that  our  duty  to  our 
constituents,  constrains  us  to  observe  to  our  Prince,  that 
this,  and  many  others  of  the  acts  of  trade,  have  diverted 
the  public  stream  of  justice,  from  their  ancient  course.  The 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors  shines  in  nothing  more  brightly, 
than  in  the  institution  of  juries,  for  the  decision  of  all  con- 
troversies, that  concern  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property 
of  the  subject;  and  if  we  are  emboldened  with  equal  earn- 
estness and  humility,  to  supplicate  your  Majesty's  royal 
favor  and  countenance,  in  this  important  point,  we  have 
that  conspicuous  tenderness  for  the  rights  of  the  subject, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  graces  of  your 
Majesty's  illustrious  House,  to  plead  our  excuse.  Your 
Majesty's  unexampled  goodness  will,  therefore,  pardon  the 
bitterness  of  our  grief,  at  the  gradual,  though  not  the  less 
dangerous  diminution,  of  this  an(^ent  badge  of  English 
liberty.  For  though  we  could,  with  the  most  becoming  alac- 
rity, submit  our  lives  and  property,  and  what  we  hold 
dearer  than  both,  that  inestimable  liberty  with  which  onr 
ancestors  have  set  us  free,  to  your  Majesty's  royal  clem- 
ency, and  princely  discretion,  yet  the  unavoidable  delega- 
tions of  the  royal  authority,  which  necessarily  expose  us 
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to  the  rapacious  designs  of  wicked  men,  leave  ns  neither 
rest  nor  security,  while  a  custom  house  officer  may  wantonly 
seize  whatajudge  of  your  Majesty's  court  of  vice  admiralty 
may  condemn  in  his  discretion;  or  at  best  restore  to  the 
honest  proprietor  without  the  possibility  of  a  restitution 
for  the  injury.  Shall  we  not  therefore  be  allowed,  with  the 
most  lowly  reverence,  and  upon  the  arms  of  the  most  firm 
and  unshaken  fidelity,  to  tender  our  humble  petitions  to  the 
throne,  that  this  great,  this  growing,  this  mij^ty  evil  may 
be  removed  from  among  ust 

Permit  ns,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  observe  <m  the 
want  of  a  paper  currency,  as  the  last,  thon^  not  the  least 
evil,  to  which  the  colonies  are  unhappily  made  subject,  by 
an  act  of  Parliament  lately  passed  for  that  purpose.  Our 
commerce  affords  us  so  small  a  return  of  specie,  that  with- 
out a  paper  currency,  supported  on  the  wedit  of  the  colony, 
our  trade,  and  the  commutation  of  property,  mast  neces- 
sarily fail.  The  want  of  money  will  disable  ns  to  pay  our 
internal  taxes,  and  effectually  prevent  our  exertions  in  the 
common  cause,  even  on  the  most  interesting,  and  alarming 
occasions.  In  the  use  of  this  means,  for  supplying  our 
political  wants,  we  have  been  continually  indulged,  ever 
since  the  reign  of  your  Majesty's  glorious  predecessor, 
King  William  the  Third.  And  what  use  we  have  made  of 
it,  we  appeal  to  past  occurrences  for  proof ;  your  Majesty's 
poor  subjects  in  the  colonies  are  unable  to  bear  the  weight 
of  a  heavy,  and  immediate  tax ;  and  no  other  expedient  can 
possibly  be  devised,  to  acquit  them  in  the  discharge  of 
public  duties  in  momentous  and  pressing  occasions,  than 
an  enaission  of  paper  money,  to  be  souk  at  a  distant,  tfaouj^ 
certain  period,  by  taxes  gradually  and  annually  imposed. 
Had  the  immense  sums  this  loyal  colony  has  contributed, 
to  promote  your  Majesty's  service,  during  the  late  war, 
been  immediately  imposed,  besides  the  absolute  impossi- 
bility of  supplying  them,  the  whole  colony  mast  have  sunk 
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under  so  intolerable  a  bnrden.  Had  we  then  been  deprived 
of  this  easy  method  of  raising  a  som  for  immediate  nse,  we 
shonld  have  lost  the  opportonity  of  testifying  our  love  and 
loyalty  to  our  Sovereign,  when  his  General  made  requisi- 
tion of  the  prodigious  som  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  without  which,  the  important  operations  of 
the  most  eventful  campaign  must  at  least  unavoidably  have 
stagnated,  if  not  miscarried.  These,  Sire,  were  the  good 
uses  that  we  made  of  this  political  engine;  and  we  may 
safely  defy  the  world,  to  produce  an  instance,  in  which,  by 
neglecting  to  sink  our  emissions  of  paper  currency,  in  due 
season,  we  suffered  It  either  to  depreciate,  or  fall  into  dis- 
credit. May  the  consideration  of  our  past  faithful  services, 
and  a  sincere  tender  of  our  readiness,  on  all  future  occa- 
sions have  their  proper  weight  with  your  Majesty;  and 
produce  a  repeal  of  that  law,  which  has  deprived  this 
people,  of  the  most  effectual  means  to  demonstrate  their 
fidelity  and  affection  to  their  Prince. 

These,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  are  the  important 
points  upon  which  your  faithful  representatives  for  your 
loyal  Colony  of  New  York,  have  in  behalf  of  their  constitu- 
ents, and  with  the  most  humble  submission,  presumed  to 
approach  the  throne;  assuring  your  Majesty,  that  one  of 
the  principal  blessings  they  have  to  expect,  from  a  continu- 
ance of  their  exclusive  right  to  tax  themselves,  the  restora- 
tion and  extension  of  their  Commerce,  the  execution  of  law, 
in  tiie  ancient  and  ordinary  method  and  the  continuance  of 
their  bills  of  credit,  will  be  their  capacity  to  do  the  most 
faithful  and  ready  services  to  their  King  and  Country 
upon  every  occasion. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  your  Majesty's  loyal  Colony  of 
New  York,  have  the  highest  sense  of  the  wisdom,  justice, 
integrity  and  impartiality  of  both  your  Majesty's  Houses 
of  Parliament;  and  are  therefore  fully  convinced,  that 
measures  so  destructive  of  our,  and  the  public  emolomeni, 
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must  be  gronnded  on  the  misrepreBentations  of  those,  who, 
by  opposing  the  interests  of  the  Colonies,  strike  at  the  well- 
being  of  the  Nation  in  general.  It  is  extremely  difficult,  for 
those  highly  honorable  Houses,  at  bo  great  a  di&tanoe,  to 
preserve  from  poUntion  the  channel  of  intelligence.  But 
your  Majesty,  being  representatively  present,  by  your  Gov- 
ernors and  Councils,  who,  doubtless,  will  be  ready,  to  pve 
the  truest  intelligence,  when  commanded  by  their  sovereign, 
may,  by  this  infallible  method,  discover  our  truly  deplor- 
able circumstances ;  and  provide  such  redress  for  this,  and 
your  other  loyal  and  distressed  North  American  colonies, 
as  to  your  Majesty,  in  your  princely  wisdom  and  goodness, 
shall  seem  meet. 

That  Almighty  God,  in  whose  hand  are  the  hearts  of 
Princes,  may  direct  the  counsels  of  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign,  for  the  welfare,  even  of  his  most  distant  sub- 
jects; that  the  imperial  diadem  of  Great  Britain  may  sit 
long  and  easy  on  his  royal  head ;  that  he  may  be  ecmspicu- 
ously  blest,  among  the  Princes  of  the  earth,  in  his  sacred 
person,  illustrious  family,  and  auspicious  government;  that 
the  British  sceptre  may  never  depart  from  his  aogusi 
House,  nor  bis  faithful  subjects,  throughout  his  extensive 
kingdoms  and  dominions,  want  hearts,  on  every  occasion, 
to  testify  the  most  unshaken  fidelity,  the  most  ardent  affec- 
tion, and  the  most  cheerful  and  unreserved  obedience,  to  a 
Prince  of  his  royal  lineage,  while  the  Sun  and  Moon  endure 
are  the  sincere,  the  ardent,  the  unremitted  prayers,  of  your 
Majesty's  most  dutiful,  most  loyal,  and  most  devoted  sub- 
jects, the  representatives  of  your  Majesty's  Colony  of 
New  York." 

The  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  contains  a  vigorous 
protest  against  the  policy  of  colonial  taxation,  and  declares 
that  a  "  constitution,  in  which  one  part  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  are  forever  to  be  taxed  by  another,  which  so  abso- 
lutely challenges  that  right,  as  not  to  suffer  the  least  altera- 
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tion  in  the  laws  proposed  for  that  purpose,  is  such  a  system 
of  government  as  was  never  adopted  by  any  people,  hath 
not  its  parallel  in  the  whole  compass  of  history,  nor  per- 
haps ever  entered  into  the  imagination  of  any  political 
writer.  It  ia  the  most  unequal  constitntion  that  ever 
existed ;  and  no  human  foresight  or  contrivance  can  prevent 
its  infallible  advances  to,  and  its  final  consummation  in  the 
most  intolerable  oppression.  For  all  taxes  being  paid  with 
reluctance,  and  every  man  willing  to  alleviate  the  burden, 
it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  whoever  has  the  uncontrol- 
lable right  of  imposing  them,  will  bear  no  part  of  them  him- 
self, as  long  as  they  can  possibly  be  laid  on  others.  If  such 
therefore  be  our  constitution,  it  must  follow,  that  the  whole 
burden  of  the  government,  as  fast  as  it  can  be  transferred, 
will  be  thrown  on  the  subjects  in  America;  while  all  the 
advantages  of  it  remain  to  those  of  Great  Britain;  and  a 
future  House  of  Commons,  not  possessed  of  that  love  of 
justice  and  liberty,  wiiich  so  eminently  distinguishes  the 
present,  will  wanton  in  our  spoils.  Beasoning  thus  from 
the  nature  of  mankind  in  general,  and  without  designing 
the  least  reflection  on  any  particulars,  we  humbly  presume, 
onr  freedom  will  not  be  thought  to  merit  the  censure  of  a 
British  House  of  Peers,  the  constant  guardians  of  liberty, 
and  the  invariable  irreconcilable  foes  to  every  species  of 
bondage. 

Having  thus  shown,  as  we  hnmbly  conceive,  with  the 
greatest  submission,  to  your  superior  wisdom,  that  a  gov- 
ernment BO  constituted  must  necessarily  degenerate  into  a 
tyranny;  we  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  claim  of  an  ex- 
emption from  being  taxed  by  the  supreme  legislative  power, 
is  far  from  involving  in  it  the  notion  of  an  independency. 
For  the  experience  of  near  a  century,  has  fully  evinced, 
that  our  subjection  to  Great  Britain,  and  her  laws,  and  our 
strenuous  efforts  upon  every  public  emergency,  have  not 
been  the  less  conspicuous  under  an  immunity  from  taxes 
imposed  by  a  British  Parliament." 
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"We  have  by  improving  a  country  inhabited  only  by 
Bavagea,  and  far  remote  from  our  native  soil,  greatly  ex- 
tended the  Dominions  and  trade  of  Great  Britain;  and  will 
undoubtedly,  if  not  checked  by  a  new  model  of  our  Consti- 
tution, and  an  abridgment  of  the  essential  and  funda- 
mental rights  of  Englishmen,  continue  the  augmentation  of 
both,  till  she  shall  equal  the  greatest  empire  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  fame." 

Other  portions  of  this  petition  repeat  in  various  forms 
the  arguments  already  quoted  from  the  petition  to  the  King. 

The  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  presents  substan- 
tially the  same  arguments.  After  referring  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  legislative  system  in  1683,  the  petition  says  that 
under  this  ' '  political  frame,  the  colony  was  settled  by 
Protestant  emigrants  from  several  parts  of  Europe,  and 
more  especially  from  Oreat  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  as  it 
was  originally  modeled  with  the  intervention  of  the  Crown, 
and  not  excepted  to  by  the  realm  of  England  before,  nor 
by  Great  Britain  since  the  Union,  the  planters  and  settlers 
conceived  the  strongest  hopes  that  the  Colony  had  gained  a 
civil  constitution,  which,  so  far  at  least  as  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  were  concerned,  would  remain  per- 
manent, and  be  transmitted  to  their  latest  posterity." 

The  petitioners  urged  on  behalf  of  the  colony,  "An 
exemption  from  the  burthen  of  all  taxes  not  granted  by 
themselves,"  and  protested  against  "the  tragical  conse- 
quences "  of  an  adoption  of  a  contrary  principle. 

"  Had  the  freedom  from  all  taxes  not  granted  by  our- 
selves been  enjoyed  as  a  privilege,  we  are  confident  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  British  Parliament,  would  rather 
establish  than  destroy  it,  unless  by  our  abuse  of  it,  the  for- 
feiture was  justly  incurred;  but  his  Majesty's  Colony  of 
New  York  cannot  only  defy  the  whole  world  to  impeach 
their  fidelity,  but  appeal  to  all  the  records  of  their  past 
transactions,  as  well  for  the  fullest  proof  of  their  steady 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Cadwjjlladeb  Golden,  1764.  699- 

affection  to  the  Mother  Country,  as  for  their  strennous 
efforts  to  support  the  Government  and  advance  the  general 
interest  of  the  whole  British  Empire. 

It  has  been  their  particular  misfortune,  to  be  always 
most  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  Canadians,  and  the 
more  barbarous  irruptions  of  the  savages  of  the  desert,  as 
may  appear  hy  all  the  maps  of  this  country;  and  in  many 
wars  we  have  suffered  an  immense  loss  both  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  repel  the  foe,  and  maintain  a  valuable  depend- 
ency upon  the  British  Crown." 

"An  exemption  from  the  burthen  of  ungranted,  involun- 
tary taxes,  must  be  the  grand  principle  of  every  free  State. 
■Without  such  a  right  vested  in  themselves,  exclusive  of  all 
others,  there  can  be  no  liberty,  no  happiness,  nor  security; 
it  is  inseparable  from  the  very  idea  of  property,  for  who 
can  call  that  his  own,  whidi  may  be  taken  away  at  the 
pleasure  of  another)  " 

The  Assembly  denied  that  it  claimed  this  exemption 
from  taxation  as  a  privilege,  but  founded  it  on  a  *'  basis 
more  honorable,  solid  and  stable;  they  challenge  it,  and 
glory  in  it  as  their  right.  That  right  their  ancestors  en- 
joyed in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  their  descendants  re- 
turning to  those  kingdoms  enjoy  it  again."  "  No  history 
can  furnish  an  instance  of  a  constitution  to  permit  one  part 
of  a  dominion  to  be  taxed  by  another,  and  that  too  In  effect, 
but  by  a  branch  of  that  other  part,  who  in  all  bills  for 
public  aids,  suffer  not  the  least  alteration,"  [Referring  to 
the  power  of  the  House  of  Commons  over  money  bills.] 
"  The  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to 
model  the  trade  of  the  whole  empire  so  as  to  subserve  the 
interest  of  her  own,  we  are  ready  to  recognize  in  the  most 
extensive  and  positive  terms." 

After  discussii^  some  other  subjects  which  have  already 
been  considered,  the  petition  says : 

"Therefore,  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  in 
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fidelity  to  their  constituents,  cannot  bat  ezpress  the  most 
earnest  supplication  that  ihe  Parliament  will  charge  our 
commerce  with  no  other  duties  than  a  necessary  regard  to 
the  particular  trade  of  Great  Britain  evidently  demands; 
bnt  leave  it  to  the  legislative  power  of  the  Colony,  to  impose 
all  other  burthens  upon  its  own  people,  whidi  the  public 
esigencies  may  require." 

October  20.     The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  20th  of 
November. 


1765.    XOTXMBEK.    IWXITTT-HIRTH  ASSEKBLT,  XIMTH  SESSION- 


Sir  HENRY  MOORE,  Governor. 

October  20,  1764,  the  Assembly  was  adjourned  to  tbe 
20th  of  November,  but  it  did  not  meet  until  November  12, 
1765.  July  19, 1765,  Sir  Henry  Moore,  Bart,  was  appointed 
Governor  to  succeed  Governor  Mondrton.  Governor  Moore 
arrived  in  New  York  on  the  13th  of  November,  immediately 
took  the  oath,  published  his  commission  and  received  the 
seals  of  office  from  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden.  The 
Assembly  which  was  then  in  session  was  informed  by  the 
Speaker  that  Governor  Moore  suggested  an  adjournment 
to  the  19th  instant,  so  that  he  might  refresh  himself  after 
the  fatigne  of  his  voyage.  The  Assembly  was  accordingly 
adjourned  to  the  19th,  when  the  Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlembk  op  the  CoTjNcn,  amd  Gbktlemen  op  the 
Genebal  •Assembly. — His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to 
appoint  me  his  Govemor-in-Chief  of  this  Province,  I  have 
given  you  the  earliest  opportunity  after  my  arrival,  of 
making  that  provision  for  the  exigencies  of  the  government 
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vhich  the  expiration  of  yonr  animal  laws  and  the  public 
service  in  general  may  require;'  and  am  fully  persuaded 
that  your  attention  to  the  welfare  of  this  Province  will 
induce  you  to  take  into  your  serious  consideration  the 
various  plans  which  have  at  different  times  been  proposed 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  American  colonies  by  extend- 
ing the  different  branches  of  their  commerce,  which  if  prop- 
erly attended  to  cannot  fail  of  becoming  a  lasting  source  of 
wealth,  not  only  to  yourselves,  but  to  your  mother  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly.— After  the  neces- 
sary supplies  of  the  government  are  provided,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  to  yon  the  case  of  the  unhappy  sufferei^  by 
the  late  fire  at  Montreal.  Their  distresses  plead  loudly  for 
them,  and  render  an  application  in  their  behalf  highly 
proper,  as  private  contributions  bear  so  small  a  proportion 
to  the  relief  required  in  so  general  a  calamity.^ 

Gentlemen  of  thb  Codncil  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
General  Assembly. —  I  flatter  myself  that  your  zeal  for  his 
Majesty's  service  and  the  good  of  your  country  will  engage 
yon  to  carry  on  your  session  with  the  unanimity  becoming 
your  station  and  the  purposes  for  which  you  are  convened. 
Let  these  great  objects  be  ever  present  before  you,  and 
have  such  influence  on  your  conduct  as  not  to  be  undeserv- 
ing of  that  protection  which  has  been  extended  by  our  most 
gracious  sovereign  to  his  most  distant  subjects.  My  ready 
concurrence  shall  never  be  wanting  in  every  measure  con- 
sistent with  the  King's  instructions,  which  can  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  this  Province,  and  I  shall  be  extremely 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power,  as  much  as  it  is  in  my  inclina- 

1  An  Mt  for  the  nipport  of  goveniment,  chap.  1273,  waa  paastd  Dc- 
eember  S3d. 

3  The  Auetnbl;  Id  its  address  to  the  Goremor,  prevented  NoTember  87th, 
sail]  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  ol  cash,  It  was  impracticable  to  main  a  cnn> 
tribntion  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  bj  the  Montreal  9re. 
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tion,  to  make  it  the  most  flourishing  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions  in  America. 

HENBY  MOOBE. 
Council  Chamber  New  York 
19th  Novr  1765. 

SPECIAL  MESSAQES. 

November  26.  Thanking  the  Conncil  for  a  congratula- 
tory address,  the  Governor  said:  "  The  powerful  example  of 
unanimity  in  the  legislative  bodies,  cannot  fail  of  making 
favorable  impressions  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  will 
of  course  be  productive  of  measures,  which,  at  the  same 
time  they  constitute  the  public  tranquillity  and  happiness, 
will  carry  their  own  recommendation  to  the  protection  of 
our  most  gracious  Sovereign." 

November  27.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address 
the  Governor  said: 

"  I  flatter  myself  that  the  constant  attention  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  this  Province  to  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  good  of  their  country,  will  make  their  constituents  truly 
sensible  of  the  advantages  they  enjoy  under  our  present 
happy  establishment,  and  engage  them  to  merit,  by  exam- 
ples of  duty  and  loyalty,  the  continuation  of  that  protection 
they  have  already  experienced  from  a  Prince  who,  since 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  has  added  to  his  other  great 
titles,  that  of  Father  of  his  people." 

December  3.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly : 

"  The  expense  of  furnishing  the  King's  troops  in 
America  with  quarters,  carriages,  and  other  necessaries, 
being  by  an  act  passed  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  respective  colonies,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces  hath  in  consequence  thereof, 
demanded  of  this  Province  that  provisicai  which  the  act 
requires,  for  the  troops  at  any  time  quartered  within,  or 
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marching  through  it.  Ab  you  will  be  best  able  to  judge  of 
the  nature  of  this  provision  by  the  law  itself,  and  the  Gen- 
eral's letter  to  me,  I  have  ordered  copies  of  both,  with  the 
return  of  the  forces,  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  you  will  cheerfully  and  readily  comply  with, 
what  is  expected  of  the  Colony.^ 

H.  MOOBE." 

The  same  message  was  sent  to  the  Council  on  the  9ih. 
December  23.    The  Assembly  adjourned  to  March  4, 1766. 

PROTEST  AGAINST  PABLIAMENTABY  ENCROACH- 
MENTS ON  COLONIAL  EIGHTS. 
An  account  has  already  been  given  of  the  petition  of 
October  18,  1764,  presented  by  the  Assembly  to  the  King, 
the  Lords  and  the  Conunons,  relative  to  certain  encroach- 
ments on  colonial  rights.  Consideration  of  the  subject  was 
renewed  at  this  session,  and  on  the  11th  of  December,  1765, 
the  Assembly  sent  another  petition  to  the  King,  and  similar 
petitions  to  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  petition  to  the  King  repeated  in  substance,  but  with 
much  less  detail,  the  petition  presented  in  the  previous 
year,  asserting  the  rights  and  privileges  which  the  colon- 
ists enjoyed  as  British  subjects,  and  denying  the  right  of 
one  part  of  the  Nation  to  tax  auother  part  without  its  con- 
sent.   The  Assembly  protested  against  the  recent  admiralty 


s  December  ISth  the  Ajuemblf  adopted  reaolutioiu,  declaring  that  ifhere 
the  King's  troops  had  been  quartered  in  barracks  belonging  to  the  King, 
the;'  had  always  been  fumiBhed  with  the  necessaries  required  to  be  provided 
t^  the  act  of  Parliament  mentioned  in  the  Govemor'a  message,  without  any 
expense  to  the  countries  in  which  they  were  quartered;  that  the  barracks  in 
New  York  and  Albany  were  already  sufficient  to  accommodate  double  th« 
number  of  troops  contained  In  the  return  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  mes- 
sage; and  that  If  "any  expense  should  be  necessary  for  quartering  troops  on 
their  march,  and  supplying  them  with  what  is  required  by  the  atoreuiid  aet, 
the  Howe  ongbt  to  eonaider  thereof  after  the  ezpenie  it  iacurred." 
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acts,  which  deprived  citizens  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jnry 
in  Beveral  classes  of  actions  which  had  previoaBly  been 
tried  in  courts  of  law.  It  also  protested  against  the  stamp 
act,  which  by  its  operation  deprived  the  colony  of  the  right 
to  determine  what  and  how  much  shoald  be  granted  by 
taxation  for  the  King's  revenue,  and  that  while  the  colony 
was  deprived  of  this  ancient  constitutional  right,  it  was 
*'  bereft  of  the  pride  and  glory  of  English  subjects,  ren- 
dered despicable  in  the  eyes  of  the  King,  and  of  the  worid, 
being  mere  taiants  at  the  will  of  the  King's  subjects  in 
Britain." 

The  petitioners  therefore  prayed  for  a  "  confirmation  of 
the  right  to  trials  by  their  peers,  and  the  exclosive  right  of 
giving  to  the  Crown  all  necessary  aids,  raised  in  this  col- 
ony, either  by  duties  or  taxes." 

December  18th  the  Assembly  unanimonsly  adopted  a 
series  of  resolutions  on  the  same  general  subject,  declaring 

That  the  colonists  owed  the  same  faith  and  allegiance  to 
the  King  as  his  subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

*'  That  they  owe  obedience  to  all  acts  of  Parliament  not 
inconsistent  with  the  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  Eng- 
lishmen, and  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  liberiies 
which  his  Majesty's  English  subjects  both  within  and 
without  the  realm  have  ever  enjoyed." 

That  the  King's  subjects  in  Great  Britain  are  chiefly 
secured  in  their  privileges  by  "an  exemption  from  taxes 
not  of  their  own  grant,  and  their  right  to  trials  by  their 
peers." 

That  the  colonists  did  not  forfeit  their  rights  by  their 
emigration. 

That  the  recent  admiralty  acts  deprived  ditizens  of  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury. 

That  the  stamp  act  not  only  exposed  the  American  colon- 
ists to  an  "  intolerable  inconvenience  and  expense  by  com- 
pelling them  to  a  defense  at  a  great  distance  from  home; 
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but  by  imposing  a  "  tax,  utterly  deprives  them  of  the 
essential  right  of  being  the  sole  disposers  of  their  own 
property. " 

"  That  all  aids  to  the  Crown  in  Great  Britain  are  gifts 
of  the  people  by  their  representatives  in  Parliament,  as 
appears  from  the  preamble  of  every  money  bill,  in  which 
the  Commons  are  said  to  give  and  grant  to  his  Majesty." 

That  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  to  suppose 
that  Parliament  had  power,  without  divesting  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  Colony  of  their  most  essential  rights,  to  "  grant 
to  the  Crown  their,  or  any  part  of  their  estates  for  any  pur- 
pose whatsoever." 

' '  That  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  Colonies,  it  has 
been  the  sense  of  the  government  at  home,  that  such  grants 
oonld  not  be  constitutionally  made;  and  therefore  applica- 
tions for  the  support  of  government  and  other  public  exi- 
gencies, have  always  been  made  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  this  colony;  and  frequently,  during  the  late 
war,  by  immediate  orders  from  the  Crown." 

That  if  the  colonists  should  be  deprived  of  the  right  of 
self  taxation,  they  would  suffer  the  great  disadvantage  of 
being  placed  practically  at  the  mercy  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

That  the  inequality  of  grants  made  by  the  several  col- 
onies could  not  justify  acts  depriving  the  colonists  of  their 
essential  rights. 

"  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  friend  of  Great  Britain  and 
this  colony  to  cultivate  a  hearty  union  between  them." 

That  an  assertion  by  Parliament  of  the  right  to  tax  the 
colonies,  even  if  exercised  in  the  mildest  manner,  would 
weaken  the  affection  of  the  colonic  for  the  mother  country. 

That  a  denial  of  the  right  of  self  taxation  by  the  colonies 
was  not  necessary  to  keep  them  in  due  subjection  and  de- 
pendence upon  Great  Britain. 
45 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


706  Messages  pbom  the  Qotebitob. 

That  the  tax  on  commerce  lately  imposed  by  Parliament 
was  grievoas,  "  and  in  the  apprehension  of  this  House  im- 
possible to  be  paid,"  that  trade  with  the  West  Indies  had 
already  become  seriously  impaired,  and  the  eolonists  were 
therefore  unable  to  purdiase  the  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain. 

Governor  Moore  in  letters  to  the  home  government, 
written  during  the  winter  of  1765-6,  which  may  be  found  in 
the  Colonial  Documents,  volume  7,  page  802,  et  seq.,  de- 
scribes the  commotion  in  New  York  caused  by  the  news  of 
the  stamp  act,  and  mentions  particularly  the  fact  that  on 
the  23d  of  October,  1765,  a  vessel  had  arrived  at  New  York 
having  on  board  a  quantity  of  stamped  papers,  for  use  in 
New  York  and  Comiecticut,  which  "  in  the  following  mght 
were  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  ship  and  destroyed,"  and  said 
the  act  could  not  be  enforced  without  military  assistance. 


me.    JUNE.    TWEBTY-imrTH  ASSEMBLY,  TBHTH  SBSSIOV. 


Sir  HENRY  MOORE,  Goveraor. 

The  Assembly  met  June  11th,  and  the  next  day  the  Gov* 
emor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  Qbntlembn  op  thb 
Genebal  Assembly. —  The  general  satisfaction  which  has 
been  diffused  throughout  the  colonies  on  the  late  favorable 
proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  the  re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  act,  and  the  impressions  made  mi  the 
minds  of  the  people  on  receiving  such  distinguishing  marks 
of  his  Majesty's  favor  and  protection,  have  induced  me  to 
give  yon  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making  those  acknowl- 
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edgments  of  dnty  and  submiBsiou  which  on  such  an  occasion 
must  arise  in  the  breasts  of  every  individual.  The  misrep- 
resentations heretofore  made  by  artful  and  designing  per- 
sons have  had  their  effect  in  imposing  on  the  weak  and 
crednlous,  and  false  hopes  and  fears  are  now  conceived  by 
those  who  from  their  situation  can  only  see  and  hear  at  a 
distance,  and  of  course  are  easily  imposed  on.  Let  it  be 
your  concern  to  undeceive  the  deluded,  and  by  the  powerful 
examples  of  your  own  conduct,  bring  back  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty,  those  who  have  been  misled,  that  nothing  which 
can  carry  with  it  the  least  resemblance  of  former  heat  and 
prejudice  may  be  suffered  to  prevail,  and  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  too  easily  agitated  be  again  disposed  to  a 
cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws  and  to  sentiments  of  respect- 
ful gratitude  to  the  mother  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Obneeal  Assembly. — I  must  at  this 
time  recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the  case  of 
Qiose  unfortunate  persona  who  from  the  licentiousness  of 
the  populace,  have  suffered  for  their  deference  to  the  acts 
of  the  British  Legislature.  I  flatter  myself  that  they  who 
sue  to  this  House  for  justice  will  never  sue  in  vain,  and 
that  it  will  be  no  ungrateful  task  for  this  Province  to  take 
the  lead  on  such  an  occasion,  and  by  making  a  full  and 
ample  compensation  to  the  sufferers  for  their  goods  and 
effects  destroyed,  show  to  the  neighboring  Provinces  by  an 
example  great  as  well  as  just,  the  sense  which  is  here  enter- 
tained of  the  benefits  lately  received.  The  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Commons  have  by  his  Majesty's  commands 
been  transmitted  to  me  in  order  to  be  laid  before  you. 
These  sufficiently  show  the  sense  of  that  august  Assembly 
on  this  point,  whose  sentiments  it  should  be  your  glory  to 
adopt  and  imitate,  as  they  are  so  evidently  founded  on  the 
(dearest  principles  of  humanity  and  justice.  This  carries 
its  own  reconunendation  with  it,  and  makes  it  needless  for 
me  to  enforce  by  arguments  a  measure  which  at  the  same 
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time  it  will  do  honor  to  the  Province,  will  show  yourselves 
not  unworthy  of  that  royal  condescension  and  protection 
whidi  have  been  manifested  on  the  late  interesting  occa- 
sion.' 

Gbntlbhbit  of  the  Council  and  Qentlemeh  of  the 
Genbbai.  Assembly. —  I  have  nothing  more  in  particular  to 
lay  before  yon  at  this  jnnctare,  and  shall  be  extr^nely 
happy  to  show  my  ready  concurrence  with  you  in  prcMnot- 
ing  every  measure  which  can  tend  to  the  service  of  his 
Majesty,  and  the  welfare  of  the  People. 

H.  MOORE. 

New  York  12th  June  1766. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 
June  13.    The  Governor  sent  the  following  commnnica- 
tion  to  the  Assembly : 

"A  retnm  of  his  Majesty's  forces  under  orders  of  march 
for  this  City  having  been  sent  to  me  by  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Gage,  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  it  before 
you,  and  hope  you  will  give  the  necessary  directions  that 
sufficient  quarters,  bedding,  utensils,  &c.,  may  be  provided 
for  the  reception  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  specified  in 
the  said  return,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  Parliament. 

H.  MOOBE." 

June  19th,  the  Assembly,  considering  this  requisition, 
adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  declaring  that  the  Colony 
had  always  responded  to  requisitions  made  by  the  Kii^; 
that  this  requisition  was  of  such  a  nature  that  if  granted 
the  expense  might  and  probably  would  very  soon  exceed 
the  ability  of  the  Colony  to  pay,  for  the  reason  that  the 
number  of  troops  for  which  similar  requisitions  might  be 
made,  was  unknown;  that  the  articles  required  were  for 
the  most  part  unprecedented;  that  the  requisition  would 

1  For  note  on  atamp  act,  see  post  p.  710. 
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amoimt  at  least  to  three  pence  per  day  for  each  private 
man,  exdnsive  of  beds  and  bedding ;  that  the  Colony,  on  a 
proper  requisition  for  that  purpose,  "should  be  at  the 
expense  of  furnishing  barracks,  bedding,  utensils  for  dress- 
ing victuals  and  firewood  and  candles  for  a  proportionable 
part  of  the  troops  with  the  rest  of  the  Colonies,"  which 
was  all  that  could  be  reasonably  requested  of  this  colony; 
that  the  King's  service  could  not  suffer  by  the  Assembly's 
non-compliance  with  the  requisition,  for  the  reason  that 
they  had  already  subsisted  very  well  without  any  such  pro- 
vision; and  if  that  was  not  the  case,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  ninety  pounds  was  still  In  the  Col- 
onial treasury  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  to  be  used  according  to  his  discretion. 

These  resolutions  were  communicated  to  the  Qovemor, 
who  replied  on  the  20th  of  June,  transmitting  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  Conmiander-in-Chief,  in  which  he  said 
he  understood  that  the  three  thousand  nine  hundred  ninety 
pounds  referred  to  m  the  resolutions,  had  been  left  in  the 
treasury  by  General  Amherst  to  be  returned  to  the  Prov- 
ince as  the  service  of  the  public  did  not  require  it  to  be 
drawn,  but  that  it  could  be  used  under  the  present  requisi- 
tion if  desired  by  the  Assembly.  The  General  inquired 
whether  the  Assembly  intended  to  have  this  sum  used  for 
the  purpose  of  iodemnifying  the  ma^strates  for  the  ex- 
penses of  quartering  soldiers  under  the  act  of  Parliament. 
The  Governor,  therefore,  requested  information  as  to  the 
conditions  on  which  the  Assembly  intended  to  permit  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  on  the  fund  mentioned. 

June  23.  The  Assembly  acting  on  the  Governor's  second 
message,  and  the  communication  from  the  Coromander-in- 
Chief,  adopted  a  resolution  that  "provision  should  be 
made  for  furnishing  the  barracks  in  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Albany  with  beds,  bedding,  fire  wood  and  candles, 
and  utensUs  for  dressing  of  victuals,  for  two  battalions* 
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not  exceeding  five  hundred  men  eadi,  and  one  company  of 
artillery  for  one  year,"  and  that  the  expense  thereof  be 
paid  from  the  above  mentioned  fund  now  in  the  treasury, 
remaining  from  a  former  appropriation  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  his  Majesty's  service." 

June  16.    Thanking  the  Council  for  Its  address. 

June  17.  The  Assembly  presented  an  address,  express- 
ing special  gratification  that  Parliament,  which  was  de- 
scribed as  "  the  grand  legislature  of  the  Nation,"  had  re- 
pealed the  stamp  act,  and  renewing  their  assurances  of  loy- 
alty to  the  home  government 

Governor  Moore,  thanking  the  Assembly  for  this  address, 
said  he  hoped  that  those  who  had  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  at  heart  would  not  neglect  the  present  favorable 
opportunity  to  promote  whatever  might  be  necessary  to- 
wards the  settling,  on  a  lasting  foundation,  the  mntnal  in- 
terests of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

June  24.  Governor  Moore  joined  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly in  an  address  to  the  King,  expressing  their  grati- 
tude for  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  and  assuring  him  of 
their  moat  devoted  loyalty. 

June  24.  Recommending  the  payment  of  expenses  in- 
curred in  drilling  the  cannon  on  the  batteries,  which  he 
found  spiked  on  his  arrival  in  the  colony.' 

July  2.    The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  October  7. 

THE  STAMP  ACT. 

The  stamp  act,  which  was  passed  in  1765,  was  repealed 
early  in  the  year  1766.  In  New  York  the  act  encountered 
great  opposition,  which  was  especially  manifested  by  riot- 
ous proceedings  on  the  1st  of  November,  1765,  which  Lieu- 

aThis  action  of  the  Amembly  was  embodied  in  an  act,  chap.  12SS,  pawn] 
July  33.    Tbis  act  wa«  vetoed  by  the  King  April  13,  17S7. 

3  An  appropriation  for  iinnpilcing  the  guns  at  the  batteiy  was  made  by  an 
act,  chap.  1301,  passed  December  19. 
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taiant-Govemor  Golden,  the  acting  Governor,  in  a  letter 
to  Secretary  Conway,  bearing  date  November  5,  (Col.  Doc. 
Vol.  7,  p.  771),  describes  as  follows: 

'*  In  a  day"  or  two  after  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  26th 
of  last  month  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  yon,  the 
packages  of  stamped  papers  were  landed  from  His  Majesty's 
ship  Q-arland  at  noonday  without  a  guard  or  the  least 
appearance  of  discontent  among  the  people.  This  gave  me 
^reat  hopes  that  I  should  be  able  to  deliver  up  the  admin- 
istration of  government  to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  as  I  had  in- 
formed you  I  had  much  at  heart  to  do. 

But  on  Che  evening  of  the  first  day  of  this  mouth  the  mob 
began  to  collect  together,  and  after  it  became  dark  they 
came  up  to  the  Fort  Gate  with  a  great  number  of  torches, 
and  a  scaffold  on  which  two  images  were  placed,  one  to 
represent  the  Governor  in  his  gray  hairs,  and  the  other 
the  Devil  by  his  aide.  This  scaffold  with  the  images  was 
brought  wiUiin  8  or  10  feet  of  the  Gate  with  the  grossest 
ribaldry  from  the  mob.  As  they  went  from  the  gate  they 
broke  open  my  coach  house,  took  my  chariot  out  of  it  and 
carried  it  round  the  town  with  the  images,  and  returned  to 
the  Fort  Gate,  from  whence  they  carried  them  to  an  open 
place,  where  they  had  erected  a  gibbet,  within  100  yards 
of  the  Fort  Gate  and  there  hung  up  the  images.  After 
hanging  some  time  they  were  burnt  in  a  fire  prepared  for 
the  purpose,  together  with  my  chariot,  a  single  horse  chair 
and  two  sledges,  our  usual  carriages  when  snow  is  on  the 
ground,  which  they  took  out  of  my  coach  house.  While 
this  was  doing  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  of  the  town 
if  they  can  be  called  so,  stood  around  to  observe  the  out- 
rage on  their  King's  Governor.  The  garrison  was  at  the 
same  time  on  the  ramparts  with  preparation  sufficient  to 
destroy  them,  but  not  a  single  return  in  words  or  otherwise 
was  made  from  any  man  in  the  Fort,  while  this  egregious 
insult  was  performing." 

Mr.  Golden  said  that  a  great  part  of  the  mob  consisted  of 
men  who  had  been  privateers  or  disbanded  soldiers.  The 
Lieutenant-Governor  also  referred  to  Major  James  of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  who  was  in  command  at  the  Fort,  and  said 
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the  same  mob  ' '  broke  open  his  honse,  burnt  all  his  fumitare, 
wearing  elothee,  aud  everything  in  it  to  a  great  value,  at 
the  same  time  threatening  to  take  away  his  life  in  the  most 
shameful  manner."  Major  James  sailed  from  New  York 
for  England  on  the  9th  of  November,  carrying  an  account 
of  the  recent  troubles.  Mr.  Golden  describes  bim  as  a 
"humane  and  benevolent  man"  who  had  not  given  the 
least  cause  *'  for  this  savage  resentment.*' 

The  news  of  the  recent  occurrences  in  New  York  evi- 
dently made  a  deep  impression  in  England.  It  seemed 
dear  that  the  new  Parliamentary  policy  concerning  the 
colonies  and  their  relations  to  tbe  home  government  would 
meet  with  a  most  formidable  resistance.  Tbe  House  of 
Commons  took  up  the  matter,  and  the  stamp  act  was  not 
only  repealed,  but  on  the  24th  of  February,  1766,  tbe  House 
adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  declaring,  among  other 
things,  that  the  King,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Parliament, 
had  power  to  make  laws  and  statutes  of  sufficient  force  and 
validity  in  all  cases  to  bind  British  subjects  and  Colonies 
in  America;  that  recent  tumults  and  iuBurrections  in  the 
Colonies  had  been  greatly  countenanced  and  inBamed  by 
votes  and  resolutions  passed  by  several  colonial  assemblies, 
which  tended  to  destroy  or  impair  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  that  persons  in  the  Colonies,  who  bad  suffered  dam- 
ages in  consequence  of  their  compliance  with  acts  of  Par- 
liament ought  to  "  have  full  and  ample  compensation  made 
to  them  for  the  same,  by  the  respective  colonies  in  which 
such  injuries  or  damages  were  sustained; "  that  all  loyal 
subjects  in  the  Colonies  should  and  would  receive  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Honse  of  Commons ;  and  that  persons  unable 
to  procure  stamped  paper  in  the  Coloniea  be  indemnified 
from  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  using  un- 
stamped paper.  Similar  action  was  taken  by  the  House  of 
Lords. 
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The  Assembly,  acting  on  the  Governor's  recommendation, 
passed  an  act,  chapter  1302,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1766, 
making  compensation  for  losses  sustained  in  the  New  York 
riot  of  November  1,  1765,  and  for  similar  losses  oocarring 
near  Albany  on  the  6th  of  January,  1766.  The  preamble 
recited  the  troubles,  Trhich  have  already  been  noted,  the 
action  of  Parliament  in  recommending  indemnity  to  suffer- 
ers therefrom,  and  that  the  Legislature  was  *'  desirona  to 
draw  a  veil  over  those  heats  and  distnrbances,"  and  closed 
with  assurances  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  of  a  dne  regard 
to  the  recommendation  of  Parliament.  The  act  contained 
an  appropriation  for  Major  Jr.mcs  of  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  forty-five  pounds,  fifteen  sMUingB,  two  pence  half 
penny,  and  appropriations  for  other  persons  amounting  to 
about  five  hundred  eighty  pounds.  The  act  did  not  impose 
a  tax,  but  directed  that  the  appropriations  be  paid  from  the 
sum  recently  received  from  Pennsylvania  on  account  of 
an  over  payment  to  that  Colony  from  the  grant  made  by 
Parliament  in  aid  of  the  Colonies  in  connection  with  tiie 
French  war.  Lieutenant-Qovemor  Colden's  claim  was 
ignored,  and  in  one  of  his  letters,  he  notes  the  fact  that  the 
resolution  to  pay  Major  James  was  passed  by  only  one 
vote.  By  an  act  passed  June  6, 1767,  chapter  1320,  an  ap- 
propriation was  made  for  losses  sustained  by  Captain 
Philip  Martin  in  the  house  of  Major  James  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1765. 
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1786.    IfOTEMBSK.    TWBHIT-IflNTH  A8SSKBLT,  KLBTIVTH 
SESSIOH. 


Sir  HENRY  MOORE,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  November  10,  and  on  the  same  day 
the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemek  of  the  ConNcm  akd  Gektlehen  of  the 
General  Assembly. — The  meeting  of  the  G^eral  Assem- 
bly has  been  delayed  beyond  the  usnal  time,  as  I 
was  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  his  Majesty's 
commands,  in  regard  to  an  humble  representation  made 
of  the  distress  in  which  this  colony  would  shortly  be 
involved,  through  the  want  of  a  sufhcient  paper  cur- 
rency, and  it  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  can 
open  this  session  with  a  fresh  instance  of  his  Majesty's 
paternal  regard  and  protection,  extended  to  this  Province, 
who  has  been  graciously  pleased  under  certain  restrictions, 
to  revoke  that  instruction  by  which  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  here  was  precluded  from  giving  his  assent  to  any 
act  which  should  be  framed  for  striking  bills  of  credit,  and 
issuing  the  same  in  lieu  of  money.  The  roj'al  attention  so 
constantly  paid  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  the  late 
examples  given  of  it,  are  such  signal  instances  of  his  Maj- 
esty's condescension  and  tenderness  for  their  interests  as 
cannot  fail  of  exciting  the  warmest  sentiments  of  gratitude 
in  the  minds  of  every  subject,  and  be  productive  of  the 
highest  returns  of  duty  and  submission. 

Gehtlemen  op  the  General  AssEMBLY,~The  great  ex- 
pense in  which  this  colony  has  been  engaged  for  some  time 
past,  and  the  difficulties  which  still  subsist  in  regard  to 
limits  between  this  and  the  neighboring  Provinces  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  Jerseys,  have  engaged  me  to  ascer- 
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tain  as  soon  as  possible,  the  line  which  his  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  fix  by  his  Boyal  proclamation  for  the  bound- 
ary between  this  Province  and  Quebec  And  after  the 
necessary  supplies  of  government  are  raised,*  I  most 
recommend  it  to  the  General  Assembly  to  make  provision 
for  the  farther  opening  and  continuing  this  line,  in  which 
I  flatter  myself  that  the  Province  of  Quebec  equally  inter- 
ested in  it  will  readily  contribute  aa  a  mutual  benefit  will 
be  derived  from  it.  I  must  at  tbe  same  time  earnestly  re- 
quest that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  to  settle  the 
boundaries  between  the  different  counties  in  this  Prov- 
ince, and  fix  them  by  authority.  The  want  of  a  due  atten- 
tion to  so  necessary  a  service  has  already  given  rise  to 
many  inconveniences,  and  the  continual  scenes  of  litigation 
and  disorder,  occasioned  by  vague  and  undetermined  limits, 
call  for  redress  in  the  strongest  terms. 

Gbntlbmen  of  the  Council,  and  Gentlemen  op  the 
Gbnbbai.  Asseubly. — I  shall  during  the  coarse  of  your  ses- 
sion take  opportunities  of  laying  before  you  some  matters 
which  have  occurred  to  me  during  the  late  tour  I  made,  and 
reconunending  to  yonr  consideration  whatever  may  be  con- 
ducive to  the  public  service,  as  I  am  fully  persuaded  that 
the  legislative  bodies  will  cheerfully  co-operate  with  me  in 
whatever  can  be  proposed  for  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  good  of  their  country. 

H.  MOORE. 

New  York  10  November  1766. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  11.      Governor    Moore    transmitted    to   the 

Assembly  a  copy  of  an  additional  instruction  received  from 

the  King,  revoking  the  twentieth  paragraph  of  the  general 

instructions  which  limited  the  Governor's  power  to  assent 
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to  laws  .providing  for  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit.  The  in- 
struction called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  bills  of  credit 
then  in  circulation  would  expire  in  1768,  and  the  Governor 
was  therefore  authorized  to  give  his  assent,  subject  to  royal 
approval,  to  acts  providing  for  the  issue  of  new  bills  of 
credit  in  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  sisty 
thousand  pounds,  not  to  mn  more  than  five  years,  and 
that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  a  sinking  fmid  for 
the  redemption  of  such  bills. 

November  14.  Thanking  the  Counml  and  the  Assembly 
for  their  addresses. 

November  17.  The  Governor  sent  a  communication  to 
the  Assembly  relative  to  the  act  of  Parliament  providing 
for  quartering  the  King's  troops  in  the  colony,  which  has 
already  been  considered  in  notes  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  at  the  last  session.  The  commnnication  in- 
cluded a  letter  from  Lord  Shelbume,  Secretary  of  State, 
in  substance  expressing  the  King's  disapproval  of  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  to  furnish  barracks  and  other  sup- 
plies for  the  King's  troops,  declaring  among  other  things 
that  "it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  his  subjects  in 
America  to  obey  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Great 
Britain,"  and  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Assembly  would 
immediately  comply  with  the  act  of  Parliament. 

The  Assembly  presented  an  address  to  the  Governor  on 
the  18th  of  December,  relative  to  the  question  of  quartering 
soldiers  under  the  act  of  Parliament,  declaring  its  inability 
to  comply  with  the  requisition  beyond  the  provision  al- 
ready made  by  an  act  passed  at  the  previous  session,  which 
already  imposed  burdens  too  great  for  the  Colony  to  bear; 
that  by  a  proper  construction  of  the  act  of  Parliament, 
the  duty  of  quartering  soldiers  only  applied  while  the 
troops  were  on  the  march,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
stmed  to  include  quartering  under  other  circumstances. 

The  Governor,  replying  to  this  address  on  the  18th  o£ 
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December,  expressed  his  regret  that  there  should  be  any 
difference  of  opinion  between  the  executive  and  the  Assem- 
bly on  a  matter  of  such  importance,  and  assured  the  Assem- 
bfy  that  he  would  transmit  the  address  to  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

November  24.  Recommending  that  provision  be  made 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  eity  of  New  York  for  ad- 
vances for  expenses  incurred  in  quartering  the  King's 
troops. 

December  8.  Presenting  accounts  for  expenses  iaoarred 
for  repairs  on  the  house  at  the  fort,  and  recommending 
their  payment." 

December  8.  Eecommending  that  provision  be  made  for 
expenses  incurred  by  two  regiments  of  regular  troops  in 
suppressing  riots  and  disorders  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess 
and  Albany. 

Dec^nber  19.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  10th  of 
March,  1767. 


1767.     HAT.    TWENTT-HIHTH  ASSEHBLT.  TWEXJTH  SESSIOir. 


Sir  HENRY  MOORE,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  27tii  of  May,  at  whidi  time  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

General   Assembly. — The   difficulties    under    which    this 

Province  has  labored  in  respect  to  its  eastern  boundaries, 

and  the  differences  in  which  it  has  been  engaged  in  conse- 


1  Pnmiion  (or  payment  of  th«  Bccounta  for  rep«in  of  tb«  GoTerBor'f  hooie 
■t  the  fort  wu  made  hj  the  "  uUriea  ftnd  aervieefl "  ut,  ekuptar  1301, 
pMMd  December  19th. 
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quence  thereof  with  the  Province  of  MasBadmsetts  Bay, 
having  been  laid  before  the  King,  I  am  directed  by  his 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  to  reconimend  to 
you  that  a  speedy  and  amicable  adjustment  of  these  dis- 
putes may  take  place,  and  the  most  effectual  method  pur- 
sued for  settling  every  difference,  relative  to  the  bound- 
aries of  the  respective  colonies,  by  commissaries  appointed 
from  eadi  of  them  for  that  purpose.* 

In'a  concern  of  so  public  a  nature,  I  flatter  myself  that 
nothing  will  be  neglected  by  you  which  can  tend  to  the 
bringingthis  affair  to  a  happy  conclusion,  and  that  you  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  nomination  of  commissaries 
on  the  part  of  this  government  whose  knowledge  and  abili- 
ties may  reconmieDd  them  as  proper  arbitrators  in  a  case 
of  such  importance,  and  whose  moderation  may  give  them 
such  weight  among  those  appointed  to  act  with  them  that 
from  their  example  no  means  may  be  left  untried  for  sur- 
mounting any  difficulties  which  may  occasionally  arise. 

The  preservation  of  the  pnblio  tranquillity,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  private  property,  are  so  far  the  objects  of  this 
negotiation  as  to  danand  your  most  serious  attention.  A 
generous  manner  of  acting  together  with  proper  conces- 
sions made  on  both  sides,  cannot  fail  of  obtaining  the  de- 
sired success  on  this  occasion,  and  rendering  your  endeav- 
ors highly  acceptable  to  both  Provinces,  as  all  cause  of 
future  dissension  between  them  may  thereby  be  effectually 
removed. 

Gbntlbmen  of  the  General  Assembly. — As  the  act  for 
providing  fuel,  barracks,  etc.,  for  his  Majesty's  troops 
now  quartered  in  this  city  will  expire  in  a  few  days,  I  am 


lAn  kct  pMsed  June  6th,  chap.  1321,  appoiatpil  commlBBaripa  to  act  for 
New  York  In  conjunction  witli  commiBsaries  appointed  for  Massachusetti 
Bay  in  Battling  the  boundary  between  the  two  Colonies.  Another  act  wa» 
psBBed  February  3,  1768,  chap.  I.14T,  to  pxppdite  the  settlement  of  the  enn- 
troveray  between  these  two  colonies  as  to  the  boundary  line. 
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now  to  recommend  a  farther  provision  for  them,  and  <m 
the  plan  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Parliament,  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  on  a  due  consideration,  the  impropriety  of 
the  limitations  in  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  last  year  will 
sufficiently  appear,  and  that  this  House  will  with  cheerful- 
ness provide  for  the  troops  in  the  manner  now  expected 
from  them,  nor  suffer  either  an  ill-timed  parsimony  or 
injudicdoUB  restriction  to  cast  such  a  reflection  on  their  pro- 
ceedings as  can  any  way  be  construed  to  represept  them  as 
undeserving  the  favors  they  have  received  from  the 
Crown." 

Q-ENTLBMBN    OP    THE    CoUNCIL    AND    QbnTLBMEN    OF    THE 

General  Assembly.— The  inconveniences  which  must  attend 
a  long  session  at  this  season  of  the  year  will  naturally  in- 
duce you  to  proceed  to  business  with  dispatch,  and  I  shall 
be  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  showing  my  readi- 
ness to  join  with  you  in  whatever  can  promote  his  Maj- 
esty's service,  or  contribute  to  the  good  of  the  Province. 

H.  MOOEE. 

New  York,  27th  May,  1767. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

May  28  and  June  3.  Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly 
respectively  for  their  addresses. 

June  5.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by  Col. 
Bradstreet  for  services  rendered  for  the  colony.' 

June  6.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  11th  of 
August. 

3  An  *et  passed  June  0,  1767,  ehftp.  1320,  Appropriated  three  thtnuand 
pounds  for  furnisbing  aecMsariea  for  the  King's  troops. 

)  On  the  30th  of  December,  1767,  the  Assembly  adopted  resolutions  re- 
citing several  appropriations  for  military  expenses  in  1763  and  afterwards, 
giving  in  detail  the  action  of  the  Tiegislature  in  providing  for  iarge  numbers 
of  men  for  the  service,  with  amounts  appropriated  at  different  times,  Mid 
expressing  the  opinion  that  Col.  Brad»treet'3  men  were  not  raised  on  the  credit 
of  any  vote  of  the  Assembly  or  law  of  the  colony,  that  all  the  men  actually 
raised  had  been  paid  by  agents  of  fl'c  colony,  and  that  the  colony  was  tinder 
no  obligation  to  pay  Col.  Bradstreet's  demand- 
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1767.    nOTSHBEK.    TWXIIIT-NIHTH  ASSSHBLT,  IHISIEEVTH 


Sir  HENRY  MOORE,  Govenior. 

The  Assembly  met  November  17,  and  the  next  day  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
General  Assbhblt. — The  san^nine  expectations  bo  lately 
raised  here  of  seeing  oar  disputes  with  the  Province  of  the 
Massadmsetts  Bay  in  regard  to  bomidaries,  brought  to  a 
speedy  determination,  are  hitherto  disappointed;  and  not- 
withstanding the  well  known  abilities  of  the  commissaries 
employed  in  this  service,  it  will  appear  from  their  report 
that  a  negotiation  of  so  mnch  conseqnence  to  both  Prov- 
inces, and  frcHn  which  the  advantages  to  be  derived  were 
mutnal,  had  not  been  attended  with  the  wished  for  success. 
Bnt  as  their  near  approach  to  an  agreement  seems  to  point 
out  that  the  difficulties  still  subsisting  are  by  no  means  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  all  expectations  of  being  re- 
moved, I  must  recommend  it  to  you  that  such  steps  may 
now  be  taken  as  you  shall  think  most  condncive  to  so  good 
a  purpose,  and  that  your  ready  concurrence  may  not  be 
wanting  in  every  just  and  reasonable  measure  for  bringing 
this  matter  to  a  desirable  issue.* 


1  See  specUl  message  of  Febmuy  3,  17SB.  The  ABoemMy  adopted  reeoln- 
tioni  on  the  27th  of  November,  1767,  while  cDnsiderfng  the  Governor's  speech, 
asserting  the  claim  of  New  York  to  all  terrltoiT  west  of  CooDeetient  rirrr, 
expressing  a  willingness  to  yield  some  part  of  this  terrftoiy,  bnt  that  ncgotia- 
tioDS  apparently  could  not  be  consummated  for  the  reaaon  that  the  Legislktura 
of  MassaehusettB  had  not  conferred  on  its  commissaries  tnll  power  to  aet 
without  subsequent  ratlBcation  by  the  Legislature. 

On  the  Gth  of  February,  1768,  the  Assembly  considered  the  MaBsachnaett$ 
reaolutioDB  commnnicated  by  the  special  message  of  February  3d,  and  de- 
clined to  accept  the  proposals  therein  cont^ned,  not  only  beeanae  it  was 
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In  the  meantime  the  particular  situation  of  that  part  of 
the  country  chiefly  interested  in  the  event  of  this  dispute 
will  require  your  serious  attention,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
nothing  will  foe  omitted  on  your  part  to  discourage  and 
prevent  liie  renewal  of  those  disorders  which  so  lately  pre- 
vailed there  to  tiie  rain  of  individuals  and  the  disgrace  of 
government 

Gentlemen  of  the  Gbneeal  Abbbmblt. — In  laying  be- 
fore you  the  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament, 
relative  to  the  legislature  of  this  Province  and  transmitted 
to  me  by  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State,  I  can- 
not harbor  the  least  doubt  but  that  the  pmdent  conduct  of 
this  House  will  render  the  provisions  contained  in  it  un- 
necessary, and  that  their  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  service 
and  attachment  to  his  government  will  always  engage  them 
to  entertain  a  due  sense  of  the  blessings  which  they  enjoy 
under  his  protection  and  the  influence  of  the  British  consti- 
tution.' 

I  must  again  repeat  what  I  urged  in  a  former  session 
concerning  the  vague  and  undetermined  boundaries  of  the 

nnwilling  to  adopt  the  twenty  mile  boundary,  but  also  became  of  the  Muaa- 
chusettB  claim  affecting  territoi7  weet  of  New  York. 

The  poBitive  action  taken  by  the  Le^slature  at  this  aetaion  waa  reprts- 
aented  bj  chap.  134T,  paaaed  February  3,  1709,  which  appointed  William 
Smith,  Jr.,  John  Morin  Scott,  and  Jamea  Duajie,  conunisBi  oners  to  prepare  » 
narrative  of  all  the  facta  relating  to  the  contested  boundary  between  New 
York  and  MasBaehuaetta,  to  be  pnaented  to  the  Governor,  Council  and 
Aaaembly. 

3  Tikis  law,  enacted  at  the  laat  seaaioo  of  Parliament,  proUbited  the  New 
York  Lt^alature  from  paaaing  or  aasenting  to  any  act  of  Asaembly,  vote  or 
ictiolutlon  for  any  other  purpose  until  provision  should  have  been  made  for 
fumiahing  the  King's  troops  with  all  the  necessariei  required  by  law.  Ths 
L^ialature  had  substantially  yielded  to  the  demand  made  by  the  former  act 
of  Parliament  relative  to  quartering  soIdierB  by  the  enactment  of  chapter 
1320,  passed  June  6,  1T6T,  appropriating  three  thousand  pounds  tor  thia 
purpose,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  a  complete  surrender  at  this  session, 
for  the  first  act,  which  was  passed  on  the  Zlst  of  December,  chap.  1323,  ap- 
propriated fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  qu»rt«ring  the  King's  troops. 

46 
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different  coimtieB  of  this  Frovince,  and  the  necessity  of 
making  a  proper  provision  for  ascertaining  thenL  A  very 
essential  service  will  thereby  be  rendered  to  the  country  by 
preventing  those  scenes  of  litigation  which  so  impede  the 
present  settling  of  those  parts,  and  of  course  must  in  time 
be  productive  of  the  greatest  mischiefs. 

Qbntlemen  of  the  Council  and  Ob»tlbuen  of  ibm 
Genebal  Assembly. — ^As  hie  Majesty's  service  and  the 
benefit  of  the  Province  wUl  be  concerned  in  whatever  I  may 
have  to  lay  before  you  during  the  course  of  your  session,  I 
flatter  myself  not  only  of  having  your  assistance  in  points 
of  such  importance  to  this  community,  but  that  it  will  be 
granted  with  cheerfulness,  unanimity  and  dispatch. 

H.  MOOEE. 

New  York,  18th  November,  1767. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  23.  Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly  for 
their  addresses. 

December  3.  Transmitting  the  King's  veto  of  the  act 
passed  July  3,  1766,  chapter  1296,  providing  for  barracks 
for  the  King's  troops  at  New  York  and  Albany,  and  also 
of  an  act  erecting  the  county  of  Cumberland  passed  July  3, 
1766,  chapter  1297. 

December  14.  Approving  the  appointment  of  Abraham 
Lott  as  treasurer  of  the  Colony. 

1768.  February  3.  Transmitting  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  relative  to  the  settlement 
of  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and  Massachusetts, 
ratifying  proposals  made  by  the  Massachusetts  Commis- 
saries to  fix  the  eastern  boundary,  which  would  necessarily 
become  the  western  boundary  of  Massachusetts  as  a 
"  straight  line  to  be  drawn  northerly  from  a  point  on  the 
southern  line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  twenty  miles  dis- 
tant, due  east    from    Hudson's    Biver,  to  another  point 
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twenty  miles  distant,  dne  east  from  the  said  river  on  the 
line  which  divides  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  from 
New  Hampshire;  "  which  twenty  mile  line  was  to  be  hori- 
zontal and  not  measured  according  to  the  surface  of  the 
earth;  "providing  that  nothing  shall  be  understood  to 
prejudice  the  right  of  this  Province  to  lands  westward  of 
the  Province  of  New  York."  (See  note  1.) 
February  6.    The  Assembly  was  dissolved. 


1768.    OCTOBBB.    THIKTISTH     AS5SMBLT,  FISST  SBSSION. 

Sir  HENRY  MOORE.  Governor. 

The  writs  for  the  election  of  this  Assembly  were  made 
returnable  March  22,  but  the  session  did  not  begin  until 
October  27.  The  next  day  the  Governor  delivered  the 
following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
General  Assemblt. — No  immediate  service  of  the  Province 
having  required  my  convening  you  upon  the  return  of  the 
writs  for  the  late  election  I  have  delayed  yonr  meeting  till 
the  nsnal  season  of  passing  the  annual  bills  to  avoid  the 
inconveniences  attending  a  session  in  the  smmner  months. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  can  now  lay  before 
you  a  report  of  the  Lords  Commiflsionera  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  in  consequence  of  which  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  direct  that  the  regulation  of  the  trade  with  the 
Indians  shall  for  the  future  be  left  with  the  colonies,  as  the 
importance  of  such  a  concern  to  them  must  necessarily  en- 
gage their  respective  legislatures,  in  the  pursuit  of  meas- 
ures best  calculated  to  answer  the  pnrpose  of  his  Majesty's 
gracious  condescension  in  committing  this  valuable  branch 
of  commerce  to  their  management. 
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0BNTI.E31EN  OF  THE  Gbnbbal  Asbbmblt.— The  advantages 
arising  not  only  from  the  interconrse  of  trade  with  the  In- 
dians but  frcmi  the  maintenance  of  that  tranquillity  among 
them  Trhich  subsista  at  present  are  bo  obvious  as  to  require 
no  argmnent  to  enforce  them.  I  shall  therefore  only  recom- 
mend to  yon  that  to  avoid  any  future  cause  of  dissatisfac- 
tion or  jealousy  being  given,  you  will  by  the  moat  effectual 
laws  prev^it  any  settlem^itfi  being  made  beyond  the  line 
which  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  Indians,  punish  all  frauds 
and  abuses  which  may  be  practised  by  the  traders  among 
them,  and  at  the  same  time  pay  a  dne  regard  to  that  free- 
dom of  trade  whicli  his  Majesty  has  graciously  granted  to 
all  his  subjects  by  his  proclamation  in  the  year  1763.' 

As  I  presume  that  such  parts  of  the  late  plan  pursued 
by  the  superintendents  of  Indian  affairs  as  have  operated 
to  the  benefit  of  trade  and  given  satisfaction  to  the 
Lidians  wiU  be  adopted  by  you  as  far  as  circumstances  and 
situations  will  admit;  these  shall  be  laid  before  you,  to 
gether  with  the  reduction  of  such  posts  as  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  forces  has  thou^t  proper  to 
make  in  eonseqnence  of  the  orders  he  has  received  for  that 
purpose,  that  yon  may  be  better  enabled  to  regulate  the 
execution  of  such  plans  as  you  shall  Hank  moat  condadve 
to  the  pablic  benefit. 

The  accounts  which  are  directed  to  be  delivered  in  to  yon 
by  the  barrack  master  will  show  that  the  greatrat  economy 
has  been  observed  in  issuing  the  sums  granted  for  the  sap- 
port  of  his  Majesty's  troops  here,  and  that  a  particular  at- 

1  Detember  31,  1768,  the  Auemblf  adopted  resolutions  making  proTinM 
for  eBtAblisUng  a  line  recently  agreed  upon  betveen  Sir  William  Johoaon  and 
the  Indiana,  and  also  appointing  a  connnittce  to  inquire  and  report  to  tte 
Auembly  at  Its  next  meeting  "  what  regulationa  ioa,y  be  proper  for  tUi 
House  to  enter  into  with  respeet  to  the  Indian  trade."  Sea  alw>  SpaeUI 
Hesuge  of  December  6. 
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tention  has  been  given  to  the  intereat  of  the  Province  as 
well  as  to  his  Majesty's  service  on  this  occasion.' 

I  am  extremely  concerned  to  be  under  a  necessity  of  men- 
tioning to  you  the  distresses  to  which  the  unhappy  suffer- 
ers at  Montreal  have  been  again  reduced  from  a  second 
calamity  by  fire.  The  sentiments  of  humanity  which  mis' 
fortunes  of  this  kind  naturally  excite  will  I  hope  plead  for 
them,  and  I  should  with  pleasure  see  an  example  showed 
to  the  rest  of  the  colonies  by  a  generous  and  suitable  relief 
granted  to  objects  whose  present  situation  can  be  more 
easily  imagined  than  described. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  Gentlemen  op  the 
GsNEEAL  Assembly. — I  flatter  myself  that  a  just  sense  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  public  from  your  una- 
nimity and  dispatch  of  business  will  have  a  due  influence  on 
your  proceedings  during  the  course  of  the  session,  and  yon 
may  be  assured  of  my  ready  concurrence  with  you  in  every 
measure  which  may  be  proposed  for  his  Majesty's  service 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Province. 

H.  MOOBE. 

New  York,  28th  October,  1768. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  1  and  3.  Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly 
respectively  for  their  addresses. 

November  9.  Recommending  an  additional  appropria- 
tion for  quartering  the  King's  troops.    (See  note  2.) 

November  21.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  eom- 
mnnication  to  the  Ass^ubly : 

"  Some  intimations  have  be«i  given  to  the  mayor  and 
magistrates  of  this  city,  in  the  course  of  the  week  before 
last,  of  a  design  to  disturb  the  publio  peace  by  a  riot,  the 
zeal  showed  by  them  on  this  occasion,  together  with  the 

■  An  addltloiul  ftpproprlatlon  of  eighteen  htradred  ponnds  for  quftrteriBg 
tbe  Elng'a  troopi  wu  made  b;  an  set,  chap.  1358,  paued  December  31,  1708. 
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laudable  declaration  of  the  inhabitants,  of  their  willingnesa 
to  assist  and  support  them,  in  maintaining  the  tranqmllity' 
of  the  dty,  gave  me  hopes  that  nothing  of  so  illegal  and 
dangerous  a  tendency  would  be  attempted.  A  few  ill-dis- 
posed persons  have,  nevertheless,  eluded  the  vigilance  of 
the  magistrates,  and  ventured  to  execute  their  purpose,  by 
exciting  a  riot  last  Monday  evening.  As  these  tarbnlent 
proceedings,  at  a  juncture  so  peculiarly  critical,  may  oc- 
casion imputations  injurious  to  the  colony,  I  have  requested 
the  magistrates  to  exert  themselves  for  the  discovery  of  the 
rioters,  and  with  the  nnauimous  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
council,  issued  a  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  fifty 
pounds  to  be  paid  upon  the  conviction  of  the  contrivers  and 
chief  promoters  of  this  outrage.  And  as  I  have  no  doubt 
of  your  readiness  to  prevent  the  misdiiefs  of  a  measure, 
daring  and  insolent  in  itself,  previously  disavowed  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  seemingly  calculated  to  insult  the  several 
branches  of  the  legislature  now  sitting,  I  flatter  myself  you 
will  concur  with  me  in  the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  the 
colony  from  suffering  any  detriment,  and  by  making  a 
proper  provision  to  enable  me  to  fulfill  the  engagements  I 
have  entered  into  for  this  service. 

HENEY  MOOEB." 

On  the  22d  of  November,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolu* 
tion  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  reward  offered  by 
the  Governor  for  the  discovery  of  the  "  contrivers  and 
.  chief  promoters  "  of  the  riot,  and  in  response  to  his  mes- 
sage, the  Assembly  presented  an  address  to  the  Governor 
on  the  24th,  assuring  him  of  the  Assembly's  loyalty  to  the 
government  and  of  its  desire  and  intention  to  take  all 
practicable  measures  to  maintain  law  and  order  in  the 
Colony.  The  Governor,  thanking  the  Assembly  for  the  ad- 
dress said:  "  The  assurances  now  given  me  of  your  readi- 
ness to  support  the  dignity  and  authority  of  government 
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cannot  fail  of  being  attended  with  the  most  favorable  con- 
sequences to  the  Colony,  and  render  abortive  any  future 
attempt  to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity." 

December  6.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  communi- 
eation  to  the  Assembly: 

"  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  before  you 
a  copy  of  the  deed  of  cession,  made  to  his  Majesty,  by  the 
Indians,  at  the  late  congress  held  at  Fort  Stanwiz;  to- 
gether with  the  draft  of  that  part  of  the  country  through 
which  the  boundary  line,  now  established  between  this 
Province  and  the  Indians,  will  pass,  the  enclosed  extract 
from  the  proceedings  on  this  occasion,  will  show  what  is 
now  expected  from  as;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  nothing 
will  be  omitted  by  the  legislature  of  this  Colony  to  secure 
to  the  Indians  all  the  rights  they  have  reserved  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  line,  and  to  merit  their  confidence,  by  making 
proper  laws  for  their  protection,  and  for  the  due  carrying 
on  the  trade  among  them.  The  orders  and  regulations 
transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Sir  William 
Johnson,  superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  are  now  like- 
wise laid  before  yon,  together  with  his  remarks  and  obser- 
vations on  them,  confirmed  by  a  long  experience  in  matters 
of  this  kind;  and  I  earnestly  recommend  this  valuable 
branch  of  commerce  to  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  it 
cannot  fail,  when  properly  conducted,  of  proving  so  bene- 
ficial to  the  community.    (See  note  1.) 

H.  MOOEB." 

December  16.  The  improvement  of  inland  navigation  by 
means  of  a  canal  aroxmd  the  falls  of  Canajoharie  on  the 
Mohawk  Eiver  was  recommended  by  the  Governor  in  the 
following  communication  to  the  Assembly : 

"  While  the  attention  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ia  em- 
ployed in  forming  new  regnlations  for  the  Indian  trade, 
it  may  not  be  thought  improper  to  lay  before  them  any  pro- 
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posal  which  can  give  assistance  to  the  operation  of  their 
plans,  and  by  removing  the  difficulties  which  particularly 
affect  that  branch  of  commerce,  enlarge  the  advantages 
proposed  to  the  Province. 

"  It  has  been  observed,  by  all  who  are  concerned  in  the 
ibidian  trade,  that  the  great  inconvenience  and  delay,  to- 
gether with  the  expense  attending  the  transport  of  goods, 
at  the  Carrying  Places,  have  considerably  diminished  the 
profits  of  the  trader,  and  called  for  the  aid  of  the  Le^^la- 
ture,  which,  if  not  timely  exerted  in  their  behalf,  the  com- 
merce with  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  may  be  di- 
verted into  such  channels,  as  to  deprive  this  colony  of  every 
advantage  which  could  arise  from  it  The  obstruction  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Mohawk  Biver,  between  Schenectady 
and  Fort  Stanwix,  occasioned  by  the  falls  of  Canajoharie, 
has  been  constantly  complained  of,  though  it  is  obvious  to 
all  who  have  been  conversant  in  matters  of  this  kind,  that 
the  difficulty  is  easily  to  be  removed  by  sluices,  npon  the 
plan  of  those  in  the  great  canal  of  Languedoc,  in  France, 
which  was  made  to  open  communication  between  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean  and  the  Mediterranean.  The  opportunity  I  had 
in  my  tonr  last  summer,  of  examining  this  Carrying  Place, 
and  of  measuring  the  falls,  has  engaged  me  to  recommend 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  the  improvement  of  our  inland 
navigation  as  a  matter  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the 
Province,  and  worthy  of  their  serious  consideration. 

H.  MOOBE." 

December  24.  Transmitting  and  recommending  the 
favorable  consideration  of  an  account  presented  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Colden  for  losses  suffered  during  the  riot 
of  November  1,  1765,  and  also  for  unpaid  salary  as  acting 
Governor.' 

S  The  ABHembI;  Beenu  to  hkTe  Ignored  the  Lleutenant-GoTemoT'*  claim 
for  damafies  caused  hj  the  riot,  but  the  aslariee  »ct,  chap.  I3G8,  passed  De- 
cember 3],  1769,  contained  an  appropriation  for  his  salary  while  acting  u 
Qovernor  immediately  prior  to  the  arriTsl  of  Governor  Moore. 
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December  30.  Becotmaending  an  additional  allowance 
to  the  Attomey-Qeueral  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  in 
criminal  proseontions.* 

17(^.  January  2.  The  Governor,  having  convened  the 
Coundl  and  Assembly  in  joint  sesBion,  delivered  the  follow- 
ing speech  to  the  Assanhy: 

"  The  address  presented  to  me  on  the  23d  of  November 
last,  in  answer  to  my  message  concerning  the  riot  which 
was  insolently  attempted  in  this  city,  since  the  meeting  of 
the  honse  of  Assembly,  gave  me  the  most  sangaine  expec- 
tations that  the  present  session  would  have  terminated  with 
honor  to  yourselves,  and  real  benefit  to  your  constituents. 
The  general  abhorrence  without  doors  of  all  immoderate 
measures,  confirmed  me  in  these  sentiments,  and  it  is  with 
the  utmost  concern  I  am  now  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  expressing  myself  in  terms,  as  painful  and  disagreeable 
to  me,  as  they  possibly  can  be  to  the  house. 

The  extraordinary  nature  of  certain  resolves  lately 
entered  on  your  jonmals,  some  flatly  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  Great  Britain,  and  others  with  an  apparent  tendency 
to  g^ve  offence,  where  common  prudence  wonld  avoid  it, 
have  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  continue  this  Assembly  any 
longer,"   I  observe  by  your  journals  that  yon  have  prepared 


*  Tha  BalarJM  act,  chap.  1368,  contatned  an  appropriation  of  one  hnndred 
and  flftj  pounds  for  the  Attomey-Geneml  for  extraordinar;  expenus. 

B  The  Asumblj  records  show  that  a  petition  or  "  representation "  con- 
cerning Colonial  affairs  was  prepared  bj  the  Asaeinbly,  and  on  the  ITth  of 
December  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Ita  X<ondon  agent  to  be  presented  to 
tbe  King  and  both  houses  of  Parliament. 

The  petition  to  the  King  denied  that  the  people  had  any  inclination 
toward  independence,  but  considered  the  union  of  the  Colony  with,  "  and  do- 
pendence  upon  Great  Britain  as  the  most  durable  source  of  their  security 
and  happiness,"  and  most  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  "authority  of  Parlia- 
ment in  making  laws  for  preserring  a  necessary  subordination."  But  they  did 
not  concede  the  "  power  of  imposing  taxes  upon  them  without  their  consent," 
essential  to  that  salutary  purpose,  and  the  people  beliered  that  they  did  not 
arrogate  to  thenuelvea  "  any  unoonstitntional  right,  by  claiming  the  prfvil^^ 
of  being  exempted  from  all  taxes,  but  those  that  are  laid  upon  them  by  their 
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representations  of  the  state  of  the  Colony  to  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty ;  claims  that  respect  the  supremacy  of  Great 
Britain  are  of  so  important  and  delicate  a  nature,  that 
every  motive  of  duty  and  interest  urges  you,  at  this  critical 
juncture,  to  avoid  offence,  and  conciliate  a  favorable  aadi- 
ence  to  yonr  petitions;  from  the  late  assurances  you  gave 
me,  I  hope  they  are  expressed  in  such  terms  of  decency  and 
respect  as  may  recommend  them  to  the  royal  ear,  and  merit 
the  attention  of  the  Parliament. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  steadily  aimed  at  and  shall  still 
continue  my  endeavors  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 

own  repreaentativeB."  The  petition  protested  agttinat  recent  acta  of  Parlii- 
meat  imposing  duties  on  the  Colonies  for  the  purpose  of  rsiaing  revenue  for 
the  home  government  as  "subversive  of  the  constitutional  rights"  of  the 
people,  "  because  as  the;  neither  are,  nor  from  their  peculiar  circumstances 
can  be,  represented  in  that  august  Aisemblf,  their  property  is  granted  away 
by  yauT  Majesty's  Commons  in  Great  Britain  without  their  consent."  Tlie 
petition  also  protested  against  the  recent  act  of  Parliament  suspending  the 
legislative  power  of  the  representatives  of  the  colony. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  series  of  resolutians  on 
the  same  general  subject,  asserting  that  the  Assembly  had  the  same  constitn- 
tional  right  as  the  House  of  Commons  to  present  petitions  to  the  King  "  for 
constitutional  benelits  and  redress  of  grievances." 

That  New  York  "  lawfully  and  constitutionally  has  and  enjoys  an  Internal 
Legislature  of  its  own,  in  which  the  Crown,  and  the  people  of  this  Colony 
are  constitutionally  represented;  and  that  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
said  Legislature  cannot  lawfully  or  constitutionally  be  suspended,  abridged. 
abrogated  or  annulled  by  any  power,  authority  or  prerogative  whatsoever, 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  ordinarily  exercised  for  prorogations  and  dis- 
solutions only  excepted." 

That  the  Assembly  "  has  an  undoubted  right  to  correspond  and  consult  with 
any  of  the  neighboring  Colonies,  or  with  any  other  of  bis  Majesty's  subjecti 
out  of  this  Colony,  or  belonging  to  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  realm  or  do- 
minions, either  individually  or  collectively,  on  any  matter,  subject  or  th!i^ 
whatsoever,  whereby  they  shall  coni?eivc  the  rights,  liberties  or  privileges  of 
this  House  or  of  its  constituents  are  or  may  be  affected." 

But  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  six  to  seventeen,  rejected  the  following  pro- 
posed  addition   to  the   last  resolution: 

"  And,  therefore,  that  the  act  of  Parliament  suspending  the  L^islatnre 
of  this  Colony,  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  freedom  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  and  tends  to  deprive  them  of  their  natural  and  constituGonal 
rights  and  privileges." 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


Sib  Henbt  Moobe,  1769.  731 

colony;  and  I  cannot  help  lamenting  that  you  have  suffered 
an  intemperate  heat  bo  far  to  prevail  in  your  house  that 
my  duty  forbids  me  to  countenance  your  present  conduct ; 
for  after  you  had  once  resolved  to  lay  your  case  before  his 
Majesty,  it  must  evidently  appear  that  the  measures  yon 
have  since  pursued  were  not  only  unnecessary,  but  in  the 
present  exigency  of  affairs  dangerous  to  the  colony. 

I  still  entertain  so  good  an  opinion  of  the  house  in  gen- 
eral that  I  am  willing  to  impute  these  proceedings  to  error ; 
and  shall,  in  my  representations  of  them  to  his  Majesty, 
place  them  in  the  properest  light  to  prevent,  as  far  as  lays 
in  my  power,  any  unfavorable  misconceptions  of  the  people 
committed  to  my  care,  and  do  that  justice  which  is  required 
at  my  hands  to  the  many  who  have  the  real  interest  of  the 
country  at  heart,  and  who  have  wished  to  see  the  fairer 
prospects  of  advantage  derived  to  the  community  from 
your  session,  than  the  conclusion  of  it  seems  to  promise.^ 
I  do  now,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  dissolve  this  Assembly; 
and  this  Assembly  is  hereby  dissolved  accordingly. 

H.  MOOBE." 

January  2,    The  Assembly  was  dissolved. 


1760.    APSIL.    IHIS1T-FIKST  ASSEHBLT,  FIB8T  SESSIOV. 

Sir  HENRY  MOOSE,  Governor. 

"Writs  of  election  for  this  Assembly  were  made  return- 
able February  14,  1769,  but  the  session  did  not  begin  until 
the  4th  of  April,  when  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 
OPENING  SPEECH. 

Geittlehen  of  the  Council  and  Qentlbhen  op  the 
General  Assembly. —  The  services  for  the  current  year 
having  in  a  great  measure  been  provided  for,  I  shall  avoid 
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laying  before  you  anything  which  might  prolong  yoar  bcs- 
sion  at  this  inconvement  season,  and  confine  myself  entirely 
to  snch  matters  as  will  require  year  immediate  attention. 

The  present  method  of  appointing  an  agent  to  solicit  the 
affairs  of  this  colony  in  England  being  liable  to  many 
objections,  I  have  it  in  command  to  recommend  to  you  the 
role  observed  in  the  West  India  Islands,  Virginia,  Carolina 
and  Georgia  as  the  only  proper  and  constitutional  mode  by 
which  any  person  can  be  snfBciently  aathorized  to  repre- 
sent the  Province  and  to  act  for  it  in  all  matters  which 
concern  its  interest  in  general.  This  has  been  nsuaJly  done 
by  an  act  of  the  Governor,  Conncil  and  Assembly,  specially 
passed  for  that  purpose,  which  practice  has  been  formerly 
adopted  here. 

A  regulation  of  this  kind  so  evidently  appears  to  be  cal- 
culated for  the  public  benefit  as  to  require  nothing  farther 
to  be  said  in  support  of  it,  and  a  deviation  from  the  mode 
approved  of  in  other  colonies,  may  in  future  create  great 
difficulty  and  disappointment  in  transacting  the  affairs  of 
this  Province  both  in  office  and  Parliament. 

Gentlemen  op  the  General  Assembly. — By  the  barrack 
master's  accounts,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  before 
you,  it  will  appear  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  sum  granted 
in  the  last  session  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  troops 
in  this  Province  was  employed  in  paying  off  a  considerable 
arrearage  due  to  several  persons  for  necessaries  furnished 
by  them  some  time  before  the  commencement  of  the  session 
inwhidi  that  appropriation  was  made.  This  obliges  me  to 
lay  the  present  deficiency  before  you,  and  to  recommend 
snch  additional  provision  to  be  made  as  may  be  adequate 
to  the  service  required.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  CouNcn-  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
General  Assembly. —  Whatever  you  may  have  to  propose 

1  An  act,  chapter  1386,  paancd  Maj  20th,  made  a,  further  appropTlfttlon  ol 
ei^teen  hundred  pounds  for  quartering  the  King's  troops. 
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dnriii^  the  oomse  of  yonr  session  for  the  public  benefit,  will 
always  meet  with  the  readiest  coDcarrence  on  my  part,  and 
I  shall  be  happy  to  co-operate  with  yon  in  every  measure 
for  promoting  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  advantage  of 
tiie  Province. 

H.  MOOEE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

April  5.  Transmitting  to  the  Assembly  a  letter  from 
General  Gage,  relative  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  and 
recommending  its  early  consideration,* 

April  5.    Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address. 

April  11.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  the 
Governor  said  he  had  represented  to  the  King's  ministers 
the  distresses  the  Colony  labored  under  in  consequence  of 
the  scarcity  of  paper  currency,  and  that  be  would  oornmnm* 
cate  the  first  orders  he  received  empowering  him  to  alle- 
viate them. 

May  17.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  communica- 
tion to  the  Assembly : 

"A  subscription  having  been  very  lately  set  on  foot  for 
building  an  hospital  in  this  city,  it  has  already  been 
attended  with  so  much  success  from  the  g^ieral  approba- 
tion of  so  humane  and  benevolent  a  design,  as  to  afford  the 
fairest  prospect  of  carrying  it  into  execution.  As  the  con- 
tributions of  individuals  alone  will  be  inadequate  to  the 
plan  proposed  of  rendering  it  beneficial  to  the  whole  Prov- 
ince, I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  useful  undertaking  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  hope  that 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  it,  not  only  to  the  cify, 
but  to  the  colony  in  general,  may  appear  in  such  a  light  as 
to  be  thought  a  proper  object  of  the  attention  and  encour- 
agement of  the  Legislature. 

H.  MOOBE.'» 

iThe  Aw«iiibl7  bj  %  reiolntlon  adopted  Hay  lOtb,  made  proviifon  for  an 
interpreter  and  two  Bmithe  at  Niagara  and  Detroit,  until  the  following  Brat  of 
January,  and  authorfsed  the  erpenditure  of  not  more  tban  one  hnndred  and 
fifty  pounds  by  the  Qoremor  for  this  purpoM. 
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The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  on  the  Idth,  post- 
poning action  on  the  hospital  matter  until  the  next  meeting. 

May  20.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  6th  of 
July. 


lT«g.    nOVSKBBS.    THISTT-FIKST  ASSBMBLT,  SBCOHD  SESSIOH. 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  July,  but 
did  not  meet  until  the  2l8t  of  November.  6ovemor  Moore 
died  on  the  11th  of  September,  and  on  the  13th  Lieutenant- 
Qovemor  Golden  again  assumed  the  executive  office.  On 
the  22d  of  November,  he  delivered  in  the  presence  of  both 
Houses  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbrtlbmen  of  thb  Council  akd  Gbngral  Assbmblt.— 
The  loss  which  the  Province  sustains  in  the  death  of  the 
Governor-in-Chief  would  be  most  sensibly  felt  by  me  was  I 
not  confident  of  your  ready  assistance  and  support  in  every 
measure  calculated  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
Province. 

There  is  now  the  greatest  probability  that  the  late  duties 
imposed  by  the  authority  of  Parliament,  which  have  oper- 
ated so  much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  colonies  in  gen- 
eral, will  be  taken  off  in  the  ensuing  session.  The  prospect 
of  this  desirable  event  as  it  evinces  the  most  favorable 
disposition  in  the  parent  kingdom,  must  afiford  yon  the 
highest  satisfaction.  And  I  trust  that  your  proceedings 
in  the  present  critical  juncture  will  be  conducted  with  such 
temper,  moderation  and  wisdom  as  will  manifest  your  zeal 
to  promote  the  re-establishment  of  that  mutual  confidence 
and  affection  on  which  the  glory  and  safety  of  the  British 
empire  depend. 
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His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
regnlation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  nations  shall  for 
the  future  be  left  to  his  colonies,  I  hope  that  the  conBidera- 
tion  of  this  important  object  in  which  you  have  already 
made  some  progress,  will  be  resumed  in  the  course  of  the 
session,  and  a  law  passed  effectually  to  answer  his  Maj- 
esty's gracious  intentions,  by  establishing  such  equitable 
regulations  as  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of  our  com- 
mercial advantages,  and  to  preserve  the  friendship  and 
conciliate  the  affection  of  the  natives  so  essential  at  all 
times  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  frontiers  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony.' 

Qentlehen  of  the  Genebai.  Assembly. — By  the  accounts 
to  be  laid  before  you  it  will  appear  that  the  moneys  appro- 
priated for  furnishing  his  Majesty's  troops  with  necessaries 
have  been  wholly  expended,  and  a  large  arrear  incurred. 
My  duty  therefore  obliges  me  with  the  other  supplies 
usually  granted  at  this  season  to  recommend  a  farther  pro- 
vision for  this  necessary  service." 

Gentlemen  op  the  ConNciL  and  Gbnesal  Assembly. — 
The  great  desire  I  have  to  promote  by  every  means  in  my 
power  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  this 
Province,  will  lead  me  cheerfully  to  adopt  every  measure 
advimcive  of  his  Majesty's  service,  and  benefidal  to  the 


iNorember  30,  1769,  tbe  Aasembtjr  adopted  resolutiont  expregaing  the 
opinion  that  no  law  could  be  passed  hj  New  Yorlc  that  would  fnlly  r^ulate 
the  Indian  trade,  without  the  harmoniona  co-operation  ol  other  Colonfea,  and 
that  a  law  should  be  passed  providing  for  the  appointment  of  commissionen 
to  confer  with  commiBaioDers  of  other  Colonies  on  thie  subject.  An  act, 
chap.  1431,  was  passed  on  the  27th  of  January,  1770,  appointing  commit- 
aioners  to  meet  with  commiHaioners  who  are  or  may  be  appointed  by  the 
neighboring  Colonies  to  fix  on  a  general  plan  for  the  r^ulation  of  the 
Indian  trade. 

1  An  act  passed  January  5,  17T0,  chap.  1422,  appropriated  two  tbousand 
ponnda  lor  qnartering  the  King's  troop*. 
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public,  and  whatever  yon  shall  propoBe  condncive  to  these 
salutary  purposes  yon  may  be  assared  will  meet  with  my 
ready  concurrence. 

CADWALLADEB  GOLDEN. 
New  York  November  22d  1769. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

November  25  and  29.  Thanking  the  Cooncil  and  Assem- 
bly respectively  for  their  addresses. 

1770.  January  10.  Transmitting  accounts  presented 
for  materials  furnished  and  labor  performed  at  Fort 
Qeorge,^  and  aleo  for  expenses  incnrred  in  quartering  the 
King's  troops. 

January  27.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  13th 
of  March. 


1770.    DECEHBEK.    THISTT-PIRST  ASSSHBIT,  THISD  SSSSIOIT. 

EARL  OF  DUNMORE  QOHU  MURRAY),  Governor. 

The  Assembly  had  been  prorogued  to  the  13th  of  March, 
1770,  but  it  did  not  meet  until  the  11th  of  December. 
January  2,  1770,  John  Murray,  Earl  of  Dnnmore,  was 
appointed  Governor.  He  arrived  in  New  Tork  on  the  18th 
of  October,  and  the  next  day  took  the  oath  of  office  and 
published  his  commission  with  the  usual  ceremonies.  At 
the  opening  of  this  session  on  the  11th  of  December,  he 
delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEBCH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  General  Assbmblt. — 

When  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  confer  on  me  a  govem- 

SThe  claims  for  repain  at  Port  George  were  paid  by  appropriatlona  in- 
dnded  in  the  salaries  act,  cliap.  142T,  passed  January  27,  1770. 
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meat  in  this  country,  it  filled  me  with  the  highest  satiafao- 
tion,  and  I  esteem  myself  peculiarly  fortunate  in  having 
been  appointed  to  the  command  of  this  Province,  whose 
example  has  been  the  happy  means  of  renewing  that  mutual 
intercourse  between  the  Mother  Country  and  her  colopies, 
which  is  so  much  the  interest  of  both  to  preserve  uninter- 
rupted. This  salutary  reconciliation  effected  by  the  people 
of  this  Province  cannot  fail  of  endearing  them  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  to  oar  most  gracious  sovereign. 

The  violent  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards  in  dispossess- 
ing (in  time  of  profound  peace)  his  Majesty's  subjects  of 
their  settlement  at  Fort  Egmont  in  Falkland's  Island,  and 
the  considerable  naval  armaments  which  we  hear  are  pre- 
pared in  consequence  by  his  Majesty's  orders,  grive  us 
suflBcient  reason  to  apprehend  that  war  may  be  the  result. 
If  this  should  happen,  I  have  the  strongest  assurances  that 
the  security  of  this  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  will 
be  a  principal  object  of  his  care  and  attention.  Tet  it  is 
incumbent  on  us  to  consider  what  may  be  necessary  for  its 
protection  against  the  sudden  attempts  of  an  enemy. 

Gbntlebibn  of  the  General  Assbmblt. — You  cannot  be 
too  early  in  your  deliberations  upon  making  provision  for 
those  exigencies  in  case  oar  apprehensions  should  be 
verified. 

I  have  nothing  more  at  this  time  to  recommend  to  yoa 
but  the  supplies  for  his  Majesty 's  troops '  and  the  necessary 
support  of  government.* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbneeal  Assembly. — 
The  favorable  opinion  I  have  conceived  of  this  colony  as 
well  as  my  duty  to  his  Majesty,  will  make  me  always 
solicitous  to  contribute  whatever  my  authority,  my  credit 


1  An  Kct,  chap.  1474,  pawed  Febnuuy  19,  1TT1,  ftpproprUted  two  Uunuuid 
pounds  for  qukrtering  the  King*!  troopa. 

3  The  OBual  act  for  the  aopport  of  goTemment,  chap,  1496,  was  pMaed 
Deoemtor  22,  1770. 
47 
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or  my  abilities  can  furnish  to  promote  the  welfare  thereof; 
the  highest  pleasure  I  can  enjoy  will  be  faithfully  to  repre- 
sent to  his  Majesty  the  zeal  and  unanimity  of  his  subjects 
in  it,  and  my  greatest  ambition  to  possess  the  esteem  and 
affection  of  the  people  of  this  Province. 

DXJNMOEE. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

December  14  and  19.  Thanking  the  Conndl  and  Assent 
bly  respectively  for  their  addresses. 

1771.  January  18.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he 
could  not  accept  a  salary  voted  by  it,  for  the  reason  that 
his  salary  was  payable  out  of  the  royai  treasury. 

January  21.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly  relative  to  trade  with  the  Indians : 

"After  his  Majesty  had  thought  fit  to  leave  it  to  his 
colonies  to  make  such  regulations  concerning  the  Indian 
commerce  as  they  shoold  jadge  proper,  there  was  reason 
to  hope  that  a  matter  on  which  their  interest  and  safety 
so  much  depend  would  have  been  an  immediate  object  of 
their  serious  deliberation;  but  as  nothing  effectual  appears 
yet  to  have  been  done,  and  the  Indians,  you  will  perceive  by 
the  papers  now  laid  before  you,  have  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner expressed  their  impatience  under  the  abuses  to  whic^ 
they  are  constantly  exposed.  His  Majesty  considering  how 
earnest  they  have  been  in  their  complaints,  and  the  conse- 
quences likely  to  happen  if  they  are  not  redressed,  has  been 
pleased  to  declare  his  pleasure  that  this  important  concern 
should  be  again  recommended  to  the  respective  legisla- 
tures ;  and  it  is  with  the  firmest  reliance  on  your  readiness 
to  promote  what  is  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
colony  that  I  now,  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands, 
urge  yon  to  fall  upon  some  means  of  putting  Indian  affairs 
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nnder  andi  regalations  as  may  prevent  all  frauds  and 
abuses  in  trade,  and  those  violeDces  and  encroachmraits  of 
which  they  complain.' 

DXmMORE." 

January  23.  Recommending  certain  repairs  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's house  and  additional  barra(^  rooms. 

February  13.  Beoommending  that  measures  be  taken  to 
ascertain'  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and  Quebec 
which  had  been  fixed  by  Governor  Moore  at  forty-five  de- 
grees north  latitude  to  the  Connecticut  Biver.* 

March  4.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  11th 
instant 


177S.    JAHUABT.    THIRTTFISST  ASSBHBLT,  POUBTH  SKSSIOK. 


WILLIAM  TRYON,  Governor. 

January  19,  1771,  William  Tryon  was  appointed  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York.  He  had  previously  been  Governor  of 
North  Carolina,  He  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1771,  and  the  next  day  received  his  commission  and 


>  Beplf ing  to  this  communj cation,  the  AsHeinbly  [ireaented  an  addreu  to 
tlie  OoTemor  on  the  15th  of  February,  informing  him  of  the  pasMge  of  a  law 
on  the  Z7th  of  January,  1770,  appointing  commisBionera  to  confer  with  oom- 
miMioners  from  other  Colonies  on  the  subject  of  Indian  trade;  that  only  com- 
mluloners  from  New  York  and  Virginia  met  at  the  time  appointed,  but  they 
agreed  to  meet  again  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  fixed  by  the  Governors  of  the 
Colonies;  that  the  Assembly  at  the  present  session  had  directed  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  bill  "for  this  necessary  service,"  but  the  business  to  be  conducted  by 
New  York  alone  was  of  such  a  delicate  character,  that  the  Assembly  might  not 
be  able  to  pass  the  bill  at  that  sesBion,  more  especially  because  it  was  neces- 
sary to  obtain  Information  concerning  regulations  then  practiced  fn  the 
Indian  country;  and  the  address  assured  the  Qovemor  that  the  matter  wonld 
receive  prompt  and  careful  attention. 

*  The  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  February  I4th,  recommending  that 
New  Yorii  bear  one-halt  of  the  expense  of  determining  the  Quebec  boundary 
line,  and  that  <Hie  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose 
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instmctions  from  Governor  Dunmore.  On  the  9th,  Qov- 
emor  Tryon  took  the  oath  of  office  and  published  his  com- 
miasion.  On  the  7th  of  August,  the  Governor  submitted  to 
the  Council  the  question  whether  the  Assembly  should  be 
continued  or  dissolved,  and  the  Council  unanimously  voted 
to  continue  the  Assembly. 

The  fourth  session  opeped  January  7, 1772,  and  the  next 
day  the  Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Gbntlemeh  op  the 
General  Assembly. — While  I  reflect  on  the  important 
duties  attendant  on  the  elevated  station  in  which  it  has 
graciously  pleased  my  royal  master  to  place  me,  and  that 
I  have  the  honor  to  succeed  the  noble  personage  who  so 
justly  merited  the  high  applause  he  received  from  a  grate- 
ful people,  my  heart  is  filled  with  every  sensible  anxiety, 
but  when  I  review  the  honorable  and  affectionate  addresses 
presented  to  me  on  my  arrival,  my  spirits  are  cheered  with 
the  most  pleasing'expectations;  that  these  may  be  realized 
I  am  now  to  entreat  the  aid  of  your  united  and  generous 
efforts  in  support  of  an  administration  which  can  be  only 
successful  in  proportion  to  the  assistance  I  receive  from 
yoD. 

Through  the  extensive  benificence  of  my  sovereign,  un- 
solicited and  unexpected,  I  appear  in  the  rank  I  now  stand 
before  you.  Finding  my  own  healtii  and  that  of  my  family 
greatly  impaired  by  a  southern  climate,  I  had  requested 
and  actually  obtained  the  King's  leave  to  return  to  my 
native  country;  soon  after  which  three  weighty  objects  pre- 
sented themselves  to  my  view.  The  distractions  of  the 
Province  I  was  in,  my  appointment  to  this  government,  and 
the  regard  due  to  a  family  oppressed  with  sic^ess:  on 
the  one  side  the  support  of  a  people,  friends  to  the  laws, 
attached  to  the  constitution  and  loyal  to  their  Prince,  \ra8 
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offered  me  to  suppress  an  insarrection  that  had  even  snb- 
verted  their  civil  liberties;  on  the  other  my  inclination  led 
me  to  accept  the  more  friendly  invitation  to  this  happy 
climate  where  I  expected  to  reap  those  benefits  which  my 
family  have  since  in  a  great  measure  experienced  in  their 
health;  public  duty  however  prevailing  over  every  other 
passionate  desire,  my  honor  and  my  services  I  held  engaged 
in  the  public  cause  free  from  any  motive  of  revenge  or 
feeling  other  resentment  than  what  sprung  from  a  sense  of 
my  country's  wrongs.  The  enterprise  was  successful  and 
the  event  crowned  with  the  perfect  restoration  of  good 
order  and  public  peace  to  the  country;  bleasings  under 
Providence  effected  by  a  small  body  of  officers  and  men 
whose  spirited  conduct  has  made  the  deepest  impressions 
of  gratitude  on  my  mind.  This  service  unavoidably  pre- 
vented my  paying  an  earlier  obedience  to  his  Majesty's 
commands  and  my  own  wishes  by  repairing  to  this  govern- 
ment. 

Gbhtlbmen  op  the  Oeheral  Assembly. — Having  noth- 
ing in  command  immediately  from  his  Majesty  to  communi- 
cate, it  is  my  duty  to  point  out  to  you  the  necessity  of 
framing  a  militia  bill  upon  such  a  system  as  wUl  render  it 
most  useful  in  defence  of  the  country.' 

The  injuries  of  time  and  storms  have  so  defaced  the 
fortifications  of  this  city  that  they  require  a  thorough  re- 
pair as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit;'  I  am  therefore  to 
recommend  to  yon  to  provide  as  well  for  this  essential  work, 
as  the  supplies  for  bis  Majesty's  troops,'  and  the  support 
of  government.* 

>  A  militia  law,  chap.  1641,  ira«  puaed  Uarch  24th. 

3  The  salaries  set,  chap.  1040,  pused  March  24th,  appropriated  one  tbon- 
BMid  pouoda  for  repairs  to  fortiflcatioiu  In  the  eitj  of  New  York. 

3  The  act,  chap.  1513,  paaaed  FehniafT  28th,  appropriated  two  thoUMUiil 
pounds  for  quartering  the  Kinff'a  troops. 

•  An  art  for  the  inpport  of  gorenunent,  ohap.  1609,  waa  paued  JMraary 
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Gbntlehen  of  the  Couucn.  and  Gentleubn  of  tbb 
Gbhehal  Assembly. —  It  is  from  the  very  favorable  recep- 
tion I  have  met  with  since  my  arrival  that  I  draw  my  most 
assured  hopes  of  future  happiness  among  you.  Inflaenoed 
only  by  principles  that  flow  from  an  honest  heart,  I  feel  an 
ardent  desire  to  co-operate  with  you  in  every  measure  that 
will  best  promote  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  Majesty's 
government,  and  advance  the  real  felicity  of  a  people  emi- 
nently distinguished  by  their  loyalty  to  the  best  of  sover- 
eigns and  affectionate  disposition  to  their  Mother  Country. 
WILLIAM  TEYON. 
City  of  New  York 

8th  of  January  1772. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

January  17.  Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly  for 
their  addresses,  both  of  which  especially  conuuended  the 
Governor's  administration  in  North  Carolina. 

January  21.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  cMmnoni- 
cation  to  both  Houses : 

"As  nothing  gives  greater  credit  to  a  country  than  estab- 
lishments of  public  utility,  so  it  is  not  more  at  the 
instance  of  many  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  this  govern- 
ment, than  in  compliance  with  my  own  inclination,  that  I 
request  of  you  to  take  under  your  care  and  protection  an 
institution  planned  by  a  society  lately  incorporated  for 
founding  an  hospital  in  this  city,  for  the  reception  of  the 
poor,  debilitated  by  age,  or  oppressed  with  infirmities.  The 
many  advantages  arising  to  a  community  from  a  public 
hospital,  not  to  mention  the  honor  it  reflects  on  its  inhabit- 
ants, are  obvious  to  every  one,  and  will  ever  be  readily 
acknowledged  by  the  humane  and  benevolent;  and  although 
infirmaries  and  charitable  foundations  usually  owe  their 
origin  to  the  bounty  and  voluntary  contribution  of  indi- 
viduals, yet  being  calculated  to  guard  against  public  calami- 
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ties  and  distresses,  they  call  for  the  public  aid  and  assist- 
ance to  give  them  duration  and  stability. 

A  becoming  generosity  in  the  legislature  of  a  country 
for  the  charitable  purpose  of  relieving  the  aged,  indigent 
and  infirm,  loaded  with  ills,  which  nature  of  itself  is  unable 
to  sustain,  is  ever  esteemed  the  strongest  proof  of  national 
virtue.  I  shall  not  presume  to  prescribe  to  you  either  the 
mode  or  the  measure  of  your  liberality;  yonr  knowledge 
of  the  police  of  this  government  will  best  point  out  to  you 
the  former,  Christian  benevolence  and  your  own  feeling 
saggest  the  latter." 

WM.  TRTON." 


E  See  QoTemor  Moore's  special  mesiMge  of  Hay  IT,  1T89,  ante  p.  7S3,  for 
a  similar  recommendation. 

June  13,  1771,  the  King  granted  a  charter  to  a  corporation  known  aa  "The 
Society  of  the  Hospital  in  the  City  of  Neir  York  in  America."  QoTemor 
Tryon  in  the  foregoing  special  message  recommended  legislation  la  aid  of 
the  society.  Following  this  message,  the  mayor  of  New  York  and  aeveral 
other  governors  of  the  society,  appeared  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1772,  and  presented  a  copy  of  the  charter,  together  with  a 
petition  praying  {or  public  aid  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  society- 

The  petitioners  assured  the  Asiiembly  that  they  would  proceed  in  the 
"  execution  of  their  important  trust  uninfluenced  by  any  contracted  or 
partial  attachments  whatever;  nor  shall  civil  or  religious  distinctions  of  any 
kind  disqualify  any  person  from  partaking  of  the  benefits  of  this  Infirmary, 
whose  disease  calls  for  a  physician,  and  whose  poverty  exposes  him  to  petish, 
without  its  necessary  and  compassionate  relief."  The  petitioners  said  that 
several  thousand  pounds  had  been  subscribed  for  the  institution,  hnt  that 
land  and  other  property  would  be  necesBsry  for  carrying  on  its  work,  and 
that  the  project  would  languish  without  public  aid. 

The  petitioners  suggested  that  a  part  of  the  fund  derived  from  excise  be 
granted  for  hospital  purposes,  "  there  being  a  propriety  in  converting  the 
assessment  upon  Intemperance  to  the  relief  and  cure  of  the  diseased,  helpless, 
and  distressed." 

According  to  the  census  of  1771,  New  York  city  had  a  population  of  21,803 
—  18,726  whites   and   3,137  blacks. 

The  L^slature,  responding  to  the  Qovemor's  recommendation  and  the 
society's  petition,  passed  an  act  March  24,  1772,  chap.  1560,  which  appro- 
priated eight  hundred  pounds  annually  for  twenty  years,  beginning  February 
1,  1773,  to  be  paid  from  excise  moneys  collected  In  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  preamble  recited  the  incorporation  and  objects  of  the  society,  and  its 
nonpolittcal  and  nonaectarian  character.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
beginning  of  hospital  legislation  In  New  York. 
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January  24.  Transmitting  an  extract  from  his  instruc- 
tions, requiring  the  enactment  of  a  law  in  the  colony  for 
the  collection  of  a  powder  duty .• 

January  29.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by  Oen- 
era!  Gage  for  expenses  incnrred  in  quartering  the  King's 
troops.^ 

January  29.  Transmitting  an  account  presented  by 
Simon  Metcalf  for  the  balance  dne  for  services  in  running 
a  line  between  the  Colony  and  the  Indian  country.  An 
appropriation  had  been  made  to  him  for  similar  service  by 
an  act,  chapter  1475,  passed  February  16,  1771.  The  claim 
here  presented  by  Governor  Tryon  was  disallowed  by  the 
Assembly. 

January  31.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  communi- 
cation to  the  Assembly  relative  to  the  Quebec  boimdary 
line: 

**  The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Earl  of  Dunmore 
and  Lieut.  Governor  Cramahe  to  run  the  partition  line  last 
fall  between  the  governments  of  New  York  and  Quebec, 
having  run  twenty-two  miles  only  of  tbe  conrse  prescribed 
to  them  owing  to  the  si(^ess  of  some  of  the  party,  and 
the  expenses  attending  the  same  amounting  nearly  to  the 
sum  granted  the  last  session  for  that  business,  I  am  to 
apply  to  yon  for  an  additional  vote  of  credit  for  the  com- 
pletion of  that  important  service,  as  the  surveyor  general, 
or  his  sufficient  deputy,  on  the  part  of  this  province  is  to 
meet  the  commissioners  from  Quebec  the  first  of  March 
next  at  the  river  Cole,  in  order  to  run  the  line  from  where 
the  commissioners  left  off,  an  east  conrse  till  they  strike 

<  Harch  I3tb,  tlte  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  expressing  tlie  opinion 
that  a  law  should  not  be  passed  imposing  a  perpetual  powder  duty  on  enry 
vessel  that  enters  and  clean  in  this  Colony. 

TThe  Assembly  passed  a  resolution,  March  13tb,  recommending  the  dis- 
allowanoe  of  the  claim  presented  by  General  Oage, 
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the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river;  the  acconntB  with  other 
papers  on  this  suhject  I  have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  yon 
for  your  further  iufoimation." 

WM.  TKYON." 

February  13.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  in  conse- 
quence of  a  provision  in  his  instructions,  be  could  not 
accept  a  salary  from  the  Colony. 

February  21.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  message 
to  the  Assembly : 

"  The  present  Secretary's  oCBce  being  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  public  records,  and  as  the 
accidents  to  which  they  are  liable  in  their  present  situation 
must  be  justly  alarming  to  every  person  who  is  interested 
in  the  security  of  property,  I  cannot  avoid  recommending 
these  considerations  as  highly  deserving  yonr  attention. 
To  erect  a  new  building  I  consider  as  the  best  expedient, 
in  which,  besides  the  apartments  necessary  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  ordinary  business,  there  may  be  one  room  so 
constructed  as  to  afford  all  possible  security  against  fire 
and  other  casualties.  A  plan  of  such  a  design  accompanies 
this  message,  the  estimate  of  the  expense  of  which,  in  brick 
work,  amounts  to  eleven  hundred  pounds  currency.  Should 
the  same  meet  with  your  approbation,  I  Batter  myself  yon 
will  make  provision  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

WM.  TRYON." 

The  Assembly  postponed  action  on  this  matter  until  the 
next  session. 

March  14.  Eeferring  to  the  act  passed  January  5, 1770, 
chapter  1422,  appropriating  two  thousand  pounds  for 
quartering  the  King's  troops,  one  thousand  pounds  to  be 
paid  directly  from  the  Colonial  treasury,  and  one  thousand 


BThe  Bftlarlea  act,  chap.  IE40,  paaaed  March  S4th,  Included  an  Item  appro* 
prUting  two  hundred  and  eighty  poimda  for  the  expense  of  numlng  tlw 
Quebec  line. 
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pounds  from  the  proceeds  of  a  loan  bill,  the  Oovemor 
iniormecl  the  Assembly  that  owing  to  the  loan  office  bill 
not  taking  effect,  the  money  to  be  derived  from  that  source 
had  not  been  paid,  "  though  actually  disbursed  by  indi- 
viduals on  the  public  faith."  He  regarded  the  grant  as  a 
debt  of  honor  on  the  government,  "  the  validity  of  wbidi 
could  not  be  diminished  by  the  failure  of  the  bill,  since 
public  credit  requires  that  deficiencies  or  failure  of  one 
fund,  should  ever  be  satisfied  out  of  the  surplusage  of  some 
other,  or  by  some  special  provision,"  and  he  expressed  his 
confidence  that  the  Assembly  would  make  immediate  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  debt* 

March  18.  Transmitting  accounts  presented  for  repairs 
at  the  fort.    (See  note  2.) 

March  24.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  4th  of 
May. 


1778.    JAHVAKT.    THIKTT-PIBST  ASSBHBLT,  FIFTH  SB8SI0M. 

WILLIAM  TRYON,  Governor. 

The  Assembly  after  several  prorogations  from  March  24, 
1772,  met  on  the  5th  of  January,  1773,  and  the  next  day  the 
Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 
Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
General  Assembly. —  The  experience  you  gave  me  the  last 
session  of  the  liberality  of  your  sentiments  towards  me, 
and  your  ready  concurrence  with  the  measures  I  then  pro- 
posed, flatter  me  at  this  juncture  with  the  like  favorable 
attention  to  what  I  have  now  to  recommend  to  yon. 

^This  deBdeii<7  In  appropriations  for  quartering  the  Eing'a  troopa  wat 
provided  for  by  an  appropriation  contained  in  the  salaries  act,  chap.  IHO, 
passed  Afarch  24th. 
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It  has  beea  the  peculiar  misfortune  of  this  country  to 
have  remained  even  to  this  day  with  most  of  its  boundaries 
nndetermined,  a  circumstance  that  has  in  a  considerable 
measure  retarded  the  settlement  of  the  frontiers,  and 
proved  the  source  of  many  unhappy  disputes  with  its 
neighboring  inhabitants,  and  which  if  not  speedily  settled 
may  probably  be  productive  of  more  serious  consequences. 
Impressed  with  this  idea  soon  after  my  arrival  in  this 
government  I  opened  a  correspondence  with  Governor 
Hutchinson  on  the  necessity  of  finally  establishing  a  parti- 
tion line  between  this  and  Massachusetts  government.  The 
Governor  moved  his  Assembly  to  second  our  wishes,  and 
an  act  passed  to  enable  proper  persons  to  undertake  its 
accomplishment.  I  shall  therefore  lay  before  you  the  cor- 
respondence and  papers  on  this  subject,  wishing  you  may 
co-operate  with  the  Massachusetts  government  by  passing 
a  similar  act  for  so  salutary  a  purpose.^ 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  the  dividing  line 
between  this  Province  and  government  of  Quebec  has  been 
this  last  fall  run  from  Lake  Ohamplain  in  the  forty-fifth 
degree  of  North  Latitude  to  Connecticut  River.  As  the 
commissioners  who  perform  that  business  winter  in  Quebec 
that  they  may  be  ready  early  in  the  spring  to  continue  that 
line  from  the  Lake  westward  to  St.  Lawrence  River,  I  am 
to  apply  to  you  for  a  further  aid  for  that  most  essential 
service.' 

The  General  Assembly  of  New  Jersey  having  lately 
passed  an  act  similar  to  your  own  for  ascertaining  the 
boundary  between  the  two  governments,  and  securing  cer- 

1  The  Legislature  responded  to  the  Governor's  suggeBtion  bj  enacting 
chapter  ISOl,  on  the  8th  of  March,  appointing  commisMries  to  "settle  a 
line  or  liuei  of  jurisdiction  between  this  Colony  and  the  Province  ot  the 
Mossaehtuetta  Bay." 

3  The  ulariea  act,  chap.  169T,  passed  March  Sth,  appropriated  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  pounds,  thirteen  shilHogB  and  six  pence,  for  adTsncei 
by  the  Governor  !n  running  the  Quebec  line,  and  also  two  hundred  pounds  to 
complete  the  running  of  the  line. 
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tain  borderers  in  the  qniet  poesession  of  their  settlements, 
and  as  I  am  informed  the  King's  commission  and  the  pro- 
ceedings had  thereon  will  be  very  speedily  transmitted  to 
his  Majesty,  I  entertain  the  warmest  expectations  that  the 
royal  decision  in  the  case  will  shortly  be  obtained.  These 
particulars  appear  to  me  to  be  so  interesting  to  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  that  I  could  not  avoid  urging 
to  yon  their  importance.' 

I  have  been  obliged  to  order  considerable  repairs  to  be 
made  to  the  Mansion  House  in  Fort  George  to  make  it 
habitable,  the  estimates  of  which  shall  be  laid  before  you. 

Qbntlbmen  of  the  Oenerai.  Assembly. — The  sum  of 
money  voted  the  last  sessions  for  repairing  the  battery  in 
Fort  George  bas  been  appropriated  to  such  necessary, 
useful  and  ornamental  purposes  as  afford  the  clearest 
demonstration  of  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  that 
vote,  and  cannot  fail  of  giving  satisfaction  to  the  pnblic* 

Having  nothing  immediately  in  charge  from  his  Majesty 
to  commnnicate  to  you,  I  shall  at  present  only  recommend 
to  make  provision  for  the  extra  services  I  have  just  now 
mentioned,  the  usual  support  of  government,"  and  the 
necessary  supplies  for  his  Majesty's  forces." 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  Gentleuen  of  the 
General  Assembly. — It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  I 
view  the  present  flourishing  state  of  this  country,  and  the 

S  An  act  mu  passed  Febniary  6th,  eliap.  1676,  "to  facilitate  the  return  of 
his  Majesty's  commiHsion  under  the  great  seal  of  Qreat  Britain,  end  the  pro- 
ceeding! thereon,  for  settling  the  ixiundary  line  between  this  Colony  and  New 

4  The  salaries  act,  chap.  1597,  appropriated  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-one  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  to  the  Governor  for  sundry  "  repair* 
in  Fort  George  and  the  Mansion  House  therein,  and  on  the  battery." 

BThe  usual  act  for  the  support  of  gOTemment,  chap.  1573,  was  passed  on 
the  6th  of  February. 

SAn  appropriation  of  one  thousand  pounds  for  supplies  for  the  King's 
troops  was  made  by  an  act,  chap.  1S9S,  passed  March  etb. 
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good  order,  industry  and  unanimity  among  its  inhabitants, 
blessings  I  ardently  wish  to  see  continued  and  improved. 

It  is  evident  nothing  can  so  much  ensure  an  increase  of 
wealth  to  the  colony  as  a  due  care  that  the  good  quality 
of  our  staple  commodities  may  establish  a  reputation  at 
foreign  markets.^  Your  attention  to  this,  as  also  to  the 
mischiefs  arising  from  the  circulation  of  a  large  quantity 
of  counterfeit  currency  lately  brought  into  this  country, 
are  objects  deserving  your  consideration.' 

The  happiness  I  enjoy  by  my  royal  master's  gracious 
appointment  of  me  to  this  Province,  I  acknowledge  with 
that  duty  and  affection  which  warms  the  loyal  breast,  and 
the  friendly  consideration  and  attention  I  have  experienced 
from  all  ranks,  not  only  increase  this  happiness,  but  dier- 
ishes  the  growing  attachment  I  feel  for  the  interest  of  this 
colony,  which  however  I  am  sensible  can  only  be  exten- 
sively and  beneficially  drawn  into  action  by  your  generous 
aid  and  assistance  in  the  honorable  support  of  the  dignity 
of  his  Majesty's  government  and  the  felicity  of  his  people. 
WILLIAM  TBTON. 

Port  George  New  York 
6th  January  1773. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

January  11  and  12.  Thanking  the  Council  end  Assem- 
bly respectively  for  their  addresses. 

January  13.  Transmitting  correspondence  between  Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson  and  himself,  referred  to  in  the  opening 
speech.    (See  note  1.) 

lAn  act,  chap.  1822,  pMsed  Uarch  8th,  reTived  an  act  to  proride  for  the 
appointment  of  inspectora  of  flour  and  repackeri  of  beef  and  pork. 

BAn  act,  chap.  1690,  passed  March  8th,  attempted  to  remedy  the  eTila 
caused  bj  the  circulation  of  counterfeit  money,  by  appointing  commiHioners, 
who  were  directed  to  prepare  platrs  and  devicea  difficult  of  imitation,  and  to 
have  forty-four  thousand  copiei  ntruck  off  on  thin  paper,  which  were  to  be 
attached  to  certain  apeciOed  bills  of  credit. 
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January  28.  The  Governor  presented  an  aocount  for 
moneys  advanced  by  him  in  conneetion  witii  repairs  at  Fort 
George;  and  also  the  account  of  Theophilus  Uardenbrook 
for  the  whole  amount  of  the  repairs  at  the  fort.  (See 
note  4.) 

January  29.  The  Governor  presented  an  account  for 
expenses  incurred  in  running  the  Quebec  line.  (See  note  2.) 

February  2.  The  Governor  sent  the  fc^lowing  communi- 
cation to  the  Assaubly: 

"  The  increase  of  inhabitants  in  this  colony,  aa  well  as 
the  extent  of  its  settlements  since  the  late  war,  having 
necessarily  multiplied  the  business  of  the  courts  of  law  and 
rendered  the  duty  of  the  judges  proportionably  burthen- 
some  and  expensive,  an  addition  to  their  salary  is  become 
essential  to  the  advancement  of  justice,  and  proper  for  the 
due  support  of  the  honor  of  government.  I  therefore 
recommend  to  you,  as  their  present  salaries  are  altogether 
inadequate,  to  provide  for  them  in  such  manner  as  will  be 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  their  ofSce,  and  in  some 
measure  a  recranpence  for  their  time  and  trouble." 

Upon  the  same  principles  I  would  also  recommend  to 
your  consideration  the  petition  of  Bidiard  Morris,  Esquire, 
clerk  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol 
delivery,  which  accompanies  this  message;  an  oflSce  es- 
teemed highly  useful  and  necessary  in  the  administration 
of  public  justice.*" 

WM.  TBYON." 

February  16.  Stating  that  there  was  no  field  artillery 
among  the  King's  ordnance,  the  Governor  recommended 
the  purchase  of  a  "  few  short  brass  field  pieces,"  for  use 

s  The  salaries  ftct,  cbap,  1697,  made  provision  for  additional  oompensaiion 
to  judges  for  attending  courts  in  remote  counties. 

10  The  salaries  act,  chap.  1S9T,  appropriated  one  hundred  and  fifty  poQndi 
to  Mr.  Morris,  for  past  servlcea. 
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in  an  emergency,  and  also  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of 
gun  powder." 

February  17.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  oom- 
munication  to  the  Assembly: 

"  When  at  Sir  William  Johnson's  in  the  tour  I  took  last 
summer  through  the  frontier  parts  of  this  Province,  ap- 
plication was  made  to  me  by  the  Mohawk  Indians  for  my 
assistance  in  redressing  the  wrongs  and  injuries  which 
they  suggested  they  had  sustained  by  means  of  some  settle- 
ments that  were  made  upon  part  of  their  lands  by  persons 
holding  under  a  claim  set  up  by  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Albany.  At  the  same  time  Sir  William  Johnson,  his 
Majesty's  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern 
district,  expressed  his  earnest  desires  that  some  measures 
might  be  adopted  by  me  to  remove  their  jealousies  and  dis.- 
contents,  and  for  securing  to  them  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
their  ancient  domains.  Col.  Guy  Johnson,  a  member  of 
your  House,  is  intrusted  by  Sir  William  Johnson  with  the 
papers  relating  to  this  matter,  and  is  capable  of  giving  you 
the  fullest  information  in  every  particular ;  it  therefore  be- 
comes unnecessary  for  me  to  observe  anything  further  upon 
the  subject,  than  that  it  appears  to  be  not  only  agreeable 
to  the  principles  of  natural  justice  and  a  branch  of  dnty, 
which  from  my  station  is  due  to  the  aborigines  of  the  coun- 
try, but  also  that  I  am  strictly  enjoined  by  his  Majesty's 
instructions  to  use  my  best  endeavors  to  prevent  any  set- 
tlement or  encroachment  on  the  lands  and  possessions  of 
the  Indians,  on  pretended  purchases  from  the  Indians  or 
otherwise,  to  redress  their  wrongs,  to  conciliate  their 
friendship,  and  to  quiet  them  in  the  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  their  ancient  and  just  claims.  As  I  conceive  these 
desirable  purposes  will  be  easiest  eflfected  and  rendered 

11  The  salaries  act,  eb&p.  1597,  appropriated  three  hundred  ponnda  to  b« 
tiaed  by  the  Governor  in  the  purchase  of  six-pound  braM  field  pieces,  uid  Iw 
wu  alio  autliorlztd  to  purchase  one  thousand  pounds  of  gun  powder. 
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most  lasting  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  I  must  recommend 
to  the  public  juBtice  of  the  House  the  passing  of  a  law  for 
confirming  and  secnring  to  these  Indians,  friends  and  faith- 
ful allies  of  this  government,  the  small  boon  to  which  they 
have  the  most  equitable  right  of  an  unmolested  enjoyment 
of  their  confined  and  restricted  possessions,  now  scarcely 
sufficient  for  the  snpport  of  their  families.*' 

WM.  TEYON." 

March  1.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  communica- 
tion to  the  Assembly. 

"  There  being  a  fair  prospect  that  before  your  next  meet- 
ing an  agreement  will  take  place  for  terminating  the  con- 
troversy concerning  the  partition  line  between  this  colony 
and  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  understand- 
ing, by  the  C(HmnissarieB  named  for  that  purpose,  that  cer- 
tain snrveys  and  other  services  will  be  necessary  to  be  per- 
formed before  the  congress  can  open,  I  must  recommend  it 
to  you  to  provide  for  the  speedy  payment  at  least  of  su(^ 
expenses  as  may  become  due  to  persons  whose  indigent  cir- 
cumstances may  prevent  their  contracting  with  the  commis- 
saries, unless  they  are  to  receive  an  immediate  recompense 
for  their  work. 

WM.  TRYON." 

Mardi  1.  The  Governor  sent  the  following  communica- 
tion to  the  Assembly : 

"His  Excellency  General  Gage  having  acquainted  me 
that  the  sum  of  £800,  voted  by  your  house  for  supplying 

II  Febnury  19tlt,  the  AsBembly  adopUd  *,  resolution  directing  tb&t  «  bill 
be  brought  in  "  for  aeeurfng  to  the  Indi&tu  of  the  lower  Mohawk  TEllage,  and 
their  deaoendants,  the  poeseuion  of  the  remainder  of  their  lands  around  the 
■aine.  under  a  certain  limitation  to  be  therein  mentioned."  A  bill  waa  ae- 
eordinglj  prepared  and  introduced,  but  afterwards  on  the  petition  of  the 
city  of  Albany,  action  waa  postponed  until  the  next  aesaion  of  the  legialatnre. 
No  Mt  wiwrna  to  have  been  paaaed  on  tiiia  aubjeet. 
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with  necessaries  liis  Majesty's  troops  quartered  in  this 
government  the  ensuing  year  will  be  found  inadequate  to 
that  purpose,  and  it  appearing  by  an  estimate  herewith 
transmitted  that  £590  will  be  wanted  for  repairing  the  bar- 
racks, I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  these  circum- 
stances to  you  before  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  and  to 
recommend  the  making  a  further  provision  for  these 
services.    (See  note  6.) 

WM..TRYON." 

March  8.    The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  4th  of 
May. 


1774.    JAKITAST.    THISIT-FISST  ASSEMBLY.  SIXTH  SESSIOIT. 

WILLIAM  TRYON,  Governor. 

The  A«sembly  which  had  been  prorogued  from  time  to 
time  since  March  8, 1773,  met  on  the  12th  of  January,  1774, 
when  the  Qovemor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gbntlbmbn  of  the  Council  and  Gbntlemek  of  the 
Gbnebal  Absbmblt.— While  in  the  utmost  agony  of  mind 
for  the  safety  of  my  family,  I  lately  beheld  my  own  interest 
and  the  Province  House  involved  in  one  common  ruin,  I  felt 
the  strongest  emotion  of  regret  for  the  demolition  of  that 
mansion,  particularly  after  your  liberal  grant  for  its  re- 
pair. My  anxiety  also  was  infinitely  increased  by  the  immi- 
nent danger  which  threatened  the  whole  city. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  unhappy  cause,  I  cannot 
but  adore  the  peculiar  interposition  of  Divine  Providence  ■ 
in  suffering  but  one  of  my  servants  to  fall  a  victim  to  the 
rapid  and  resistless  fury  of  the  flames;  at  the  same  time  my 
warmest  gratitude  is  due  totheAlmightythatbythepower- 
48 
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ful  exertions  of  the  citizens  and  military  this  metropolis 
was  preserved  from  the  destructive  calamity. 

The  real  consolation  it  would  give  me  to  learn  how  the 
fire  was  commnnicated  to  the  Council  Chamber,  where  it 
was  first  discovered  and  most  probably  originated,  has  in- 
duced me  to  order  the  depositions  of  several  of  my  servants 
to  be  taken,  that  as  much  of  this  unhappy  event  may  be 
known  as  can  be  traced.  From  their  testimony  and  their 
regular  and  careful  conduct,  I  cannot  help  entertaining  at 
least  a  violent  presumption  that  this  misfortune  did  not 
owe  its  birth  to  any  neglect  on  their  part,  or  accident  within 
their  power  to  prevent,  but  rather  to  some  concealed  fire  be- 
tween the  wainscot  and  chimney.^ 

I  most  sincerely  lament  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  I 
am  obliged  to  lay  before  you  much  of  the  business  I  bad  di- 
gested for  your  deliberation  this  session,  the  materials  and 
papers  I  had  collected  for  that  purpose  being  destroyed. 

In  consequence  of  the  laws  passed  by  this  colony  and  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  commissaries  ap- 
pointed by  each  government  have,  since  your  recess,  met 
at  Hartford,  and  in  the  presence  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
respective  governors  entered  into  an  agreement  for  settling 
the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  the  two  Provinces,  which 
I  now  lay  before  you.  It  has  already  been  transmitted  for 
his  Majesty's  approbation,  and  as  I  cannot  doubt  its  receiv- 
ing the  royal  sanction,  a  final  period  must  soon  be  put  to  a 
controversy  which  for  many  years  has  not  only  affected 
the  property,  but  greatly  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  many 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  both  governments.' 

■  An  Kct,  chap.  1648,  pksaed  March  9tb,  appropriated  five  thouund  pound* 
as  part  compensation  to  the  Governor  for  Imaea  gufltained  by  him  by  the  fire. 

3  The  Governor,  at  the  conclusion  of  hJB  speech,  delivered  to  tbe  Auembly 
a  oopy  of  the  a^eement  for  settling  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and 
MaasachuBetts  Bay,  which  appears  at  length  in  the  Assembly  JouraaL  The 
agreement  is  dated  May  )8,  1773.  It  &(ed  the  boundai;  line  according  to 
tbe  following  description: 

"A  line  beginning  at  a  place  fixed  upon  by  the  two  govenmietita  o(  New 
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To  remove  the  difficulties  whidi  obstructed  the  eomple- 
tiou  of  the  Hue  in  part  run  between  this  Province  and 
Quebec,  I  visited  that  government  the  last  summer,  and  from 
the  measures  concerted  with  Lieutenant-Governor  Cram- 
ahe,  promised  myself  this  business  would  have  been 
effected  before  the  approach  of  winter;  but  the  survey 
being  protracted  from  the  low  marsh  soil  through  which  the 
line  passes,  and  a  series  of  unfavorable  weather,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  party  were  exhausted,  and  being  disappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  a  seasonable  supply,  the  surveyors 
were  compelled  to  abandon  the  work,  leaving  unfini^ed, 
as  they  report,  a  space  not  exceedmg  ten  miles  to  Lake  St. 
Francois,  where  the  survey  was  to  have  terminated.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly. —  Besides  the 
provision  for  the  support  of  government*  and  the  necessary 
supplies  for  his  Majesty's  troops,"  which  I  recommend  to 
yon,  some  expenses  have  been  incurred  for  rei^irs  and 
other  services,  and  being  of  real  utility,  I  flatter  myself  they 
will  be  considered  by  you  as  meriting  a  public  allowance. 

Gentlemen  op  the  CouNcnj  and  Gentlemen  op  the 
Geneeal  Assembly.— The  contests  which  have  arisen  be- 

York  and  Connecticut,  in  or  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tltoiuand  sevsn 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  for  the  northwest  comer  of  a  tract  of  laud  com- 
monly called  the  Oblong,  or  equivalent  land;  and  running  from  the  said 
comer  north  twenty-one  degrees,  ten  minutea  and  thirty  seconda  east,  as  the 
magnetic  needle  now  points,  to  the  north  line  of  the  Massachusetts  Baj, 
■hall  at  all  timea  hereafter  be  the  line  of  Jurisdiction  between  the  said 
Province  of  the  MassachusettB  Bay  and  the  said  province  of  New  York,  la 
all  and  every  part  and  place  where  the  said  province  of  New  York,  on  ita 
eastern  boundary,  ahall  adjoin  on  the  said  Province  of  the  Massacbusetta 
Bay." 

8  The  saUrie*  act,  chap.  I6TS,  passed  March  ISth,  appropriated  three 
hundred  and  tbirty-one  pounds,  three  shillings,  nine  pence,  for  expouee  in- 
curred In  surveying  the  Quebec  boundary  line. 

«The  usual  act  for  the  support  of  government,  chap.  1639,  was  pa— eJ 
February  8th. 

OThe  Legislature,  by  chap.  1647,  passed  March  9th,  appropriated  two 
thousand  pounds  for  quartering  the  King's  troopa. 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


756  Messages  fhom  the  GovShitob. 

tween  the  New  York  grantees  and  the  claimants  under  New 
Hampshire,  aod  the  outrages  committed  on  the  settlers 
under  this  government,  having  been  productive  of  much 
confusion  and  disorder,  and  requiring  immediate  consider- 
ation, his  Majesty  has  been  graciouely  pleased  to  command 
me  to  repair  to  England  for  a  short  time  to  attend  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  important  matter." 

Impressed  with  the  most  cordial  affection  for  a  people 
who  through  the  whole  course  of  my  administration  have 
honored  me  with  every  possible  mark  of  regard  and  esteem, 
permit  me  to  assure  you  that  during'  my  absence  I  shall 
cheerfully  embrace  every  opportunity  of  promoting  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  my  power,  the  reputation,  interest  and 
happiness  of  this  respectable  Province. 

WM.  TBYON. 

New  York  the  12tb  day  of  January  1774. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

January  15.  Thanking  the  Council  for  its  address,  in 
which  the  Council,  referring  to  a  recent  fire  at  the  fort,  in 
which  the  Governor's  house  was  destroyed,  expressed 
special  gratl6cation  at  the  deliverance  of  the  Governor  and 
bis  family,  who  were  at  one  time  "  nearly  endrcled  by  the 
devouring  flames." 

January  19.  Thanking  the  Assembly  for  its  address,  in 
which  that  body  also  expressed  its  condolence  on  the  Gov- 
ernor's loss  in  consequence  of  the  recent  fire. 

February  2.  Presenting  his  account  for  expenses  incur- 
red in  running  the  Quebec  line.    (See  note  3.) 

February  2.  Transmitting  Theophilus  Hardenbrook's 
account  for  services  and  expenses  in  connection  with  re- 
pairs at  the  Fort.  Also  an  account  of  his  own  expenses 
incurred  in  going  to  Hartford  to  confer  with  Governor 

9  Governor  Tryon  left  New  York  for  EngUnd  April  7,  177*,  ud  retnrmd 
the  26th  of  June,  1775. 
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Hutchinson  in  relation  to  the  agreement  fixing  the  boundary 
line  between  New  York  and  Massachusetts  Bay/ 

February  2.  TraDsmitting  an  account  presented  by  Bob- 
ert  Yates  for  eerviees  in  surveying  the  course  of  Hudson 
Biver  in  connection  with  negotiations  relative  to  the  bound- 
ary line  between  New  York  and  Massachusetts  Bay." 

February  2.  Becommending  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Assembly  a  proposition  for  improving  the  road  between 
New  York  and  Hartford  in  conjunction  with  the  authori- 
ties of  Connecticut.  The  Governor  thought  New  York's 
part  of  the  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  Province  rather 
than  by  counties.* 

February  15.  Transmitting  accounts  presented  by  Mr. 
Collins  and  Mr.  Sauthier  for  services  and  expensee  in  sur- 
veying the  Quebec  boundary  line ;  also  transmitting  the  field 
book  and  plan  of  the  survey.*" 

February  17.  Informing  the  Assembly  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Collins  relative  to  the  account 
presented  by  him  for  surveying  the  Quebec  boundary  line, 
and  containing  an  "  overture  "  by  him  to  complete  "  the 
extension  of  the  boundary  line  to  Lake  St.  Francois  as  the 
surveyor  of  both  Provinces  "  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling.  The  Governor  commended  the  suggestion 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Assembly." 

February  18.    Informing  the  Assembly  that  the  late  fire 


'  The  BkUries  act,  dUtp.  1476,  made  appTopriations  for  repairs  at  Fort 
George,  sud  for  the  expense*  of  the  Govemor'B  viait  to  Connecticut. 
8  The  ularies  act,  ohap.  1G76,  made  compensation  to  iSi.  Yates  for  this 

tUareh  Ilth,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  to  postpone  action  eon. 
eeming  the  proposed  road  to  Hartford  until  the  nest  seaiioo. 

lOXha  BcxMants  of  Mr.  CoIIinB  and  Mr.  Sauthier  tor  serricea  in  connection 
with  the  Quebec  boundary  line  were  prorlded  for  by  appropriations  con- 
tained la  the  salaries  act,  ahap.   16TG. 

11  The  Assembly  adopted  a  rewilution  on  ttie  ISth  of  March,  maVlng  pro- 
vision for  atty  pounds  aa  New  York's  part  of  the  expense  of  the  proposed  ex- 
towion  of  the  Quebec  boundary  line 
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at  the  fort  was  probably  occasioned  by  a  defective  chimney 
in  the  Council  Chamber. 

February  22.  Eecommending  that  the  Assembly  provide 
for  a  further  supply  of  gun  powder." 

March  1.  Recommending  that  the  Assembly  make  suit- 
able provision  for  the  rebuilding  of  a  government  house, 
which  measure  he  hoped  would  be  adopted  upon  a  very 
liberal  plan." 

March  8.  Transmitting  a  petition  for  the  opening  of  new 
roads,  but  the  records  do  not  contain  the  petition,  nor  show 
the  location  of  the  proposed  roads," 

March  8.  Becommending  that  compensation  be  made  to 
Justice  Ludlow  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in  a  recent  fire 
which  destroyed  his  dwelling  house,  and  almost  all  his  fur- 
niture and  library.'" 

March  19.  The  Governor  being  about  to  go  to  England 
to  confer  with  the  home  government  relative  to  conflicting 
claims  to  that  part  of  the  Province  lying  north  of  Massachu- 
setts and  west  of  the  Connecticut  River,  as  indicated  in  his 
opening  speech,  the  Assembly  presented  a  congratulatory 
address,  assuring  the  Governor  that  he  possessed  the  good 
will  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  people,  and  expressing  the 
hope  that  he  would  soon  return  to  resume  the  duties  of  his 
office.  The  Governor  replied  thanking  the  Assembly  for  its 
address,  and  giving  assurances  of  his  great  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Colony.    {See  note  6.) 

March  19.  The  Assembly  was  prorogued  to  the  17th 
of  May. 

iiThe  salaries  act,  cbap.  1676,  appropriated  one  Iitmdred  poUDda  for  the 
purchase  of  gun  powder. 

13  Th«  ABKinblj  considered  the  subject  of  rebuilding  the  Govemor'B  home, 
hut  no  action  was  taken  at  this  sesBion. 

i*  Several  highway  acta  were  paased  at  this  session. 

IB  The  salaries  act,  chap.  1676,  appropriated  five  hundred  ponsds  to  Jnctte 
Ludlow  as  part  corapenaation  for  his  losses  by  the  fire. 
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CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  Ueutenant-Govemor 
and  Acting  Governor. 

The  Assembly  joamal  for  January  10,  containa  the  fol- 
lowing entry: 

"  His  Excellency  William  Tbyon,  Esq.  Captain-General 
and  Govemor-in-Chief  of  this  colony,  on  the  19th  day  of 
March  last,  prorogued  the  General  Assembly  thereof  till 
the  17th  day  of  May  following;  and  on  the  seventh  day  of 
April  last,  his  said  Excellency  departed  from  this  colony 
for  England;  in  consequence  whereof  the  govenunent  de- 
volved upon  the  honorable  Cadwalladeb  Coldbh,  Esq.  his 
Majesty's  Lientenant-Govemor,  who,  by  proclamation  in 
council,  on  the  16th  day  of  May  last,  prorogued  the  said 
General  Assembly  till  the  16th  day  of  June  following;  and 
by  several  proclamations  since  published,  further  pro- 
rogued them  to  this  day,  to  meet  and  proceed  upon  busi- 
ness." 

The  Assembly  met  on  the  10th  of  January,  and  on  the 
13Ui  the  Lieutenant-Governor  delivered  the  following 

OPENING  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  General  Assembly. — 

I  think  it  tmnecessary  at  this  time  particularly  to  recom- 
mend to  your  attention  the  ordinary  business  ot  the  legis- 
lature; whatever  may  be  found  conducive  to  the  dignity  of 
his  Majesty's  government,  or  the  happiness  of  his  people 
in  this  colony,  I  shall  cheerfully  promote. 

Gentlemen  op  the  General  Assembly. — The  support  of 
his  Majesty's  government  and  other  allowances  for  this 
service,  I  doubt  not  you  will  readily  provide  for.' 

Gentlemen  op  the  General  Assembly. — We  cannot  suffi- 


1  Tbe  uau&l  act  for  the  aupport  ot  goTemment,  ebap.   IG9],  itbs  passed 
r  Slat 

17WI 


D.qitizeabyG00l^lc 


760  Mebsaqes  feoh  the  Qovernob. 

ciently  lament  the  present  disordered  state  of  the  colonies. 
Tbe  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  do- 
minions is  now  brought  to  the  most  alarming  crisis,  and 
fills  every  humane  breast  with  the  deepest  affliction.  It 
is  to  you,  Gentlemen,  in  this  anxioas  moment,  that  your 
country  looks  up  for  counsel,  and  on  you  it,  in  a  great 
measure,  depends  to  rescue  her  from  evils  of  the  most 
ruinous  tendency.  Exert  yourselves  then  with  the  firmness 
becoming  year  important  office.  If  your  constituents  are 
discontented  and  apprehensive,  examine  their  complaints 
with  calmness  and  deliberation,  and  determine  upon  them 
with  an  honest  impartiality.  If  you  find  them  to  be  well 
grounded,  pursue  the  means  of  redress  which  the  con- 
stitution has  pointed  out.  Supplicate  the  throne,  and  our 
most  gracious  Sovereign  will  hear  and  relieve  you  with 
paternal  tenderness.  But  I  entreat  you  as  you  regard  the 
happiness  of  your  country,  to  discountenance  every  meas- 
ure which  may  increase  our  distress ;  and  anxious  for  the 
re-establishment  of  harmony,  with  that  power  with  which 
you  are  connected  by  the  ties  of  blood,  religion,  interest  and 
duty,  prove  yourselves,  by  your  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
earnestly  solicitous  for  a  cordial  and  permanent  reconcilia- 
tion.* 

Gentlemen  op  the  Council  and  General  Assehblt. — 
In  the  absence  of  our  most  worthy  Govemor-in-Chief,  no 
less  distinguished  by  his  extensive  abilities  than  his  zeal  for 
the  honor  of  the  Crown  and  his  affection  for  the  people  of 
this  Province,  and  at  so  critical  a  juncture,  it  gives  me  great 
consolation  that  I  can  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  your 
wisdom,  your  attachment  to  the  constitution,  and  your  re- 
gard for  the  interest  of  the  British  empire.  And  you  may 
be  assured  that  my  most  strenuous  efforts  shall  be  exertecl 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  restoring  that  tranquillity  which 

2  For  a  BkeUh  of  various  trwiHactlons  in  New  York  .relatlTe  to  the  pendiag 
OontroTerBf  with  the  home  govenunent,   aee  post  p.  70S. 
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mnst  be  the  ardent  desire  of  every  wise,  virtuous  and  loyal 
flubject.  CADWALLADER  COLDEN. 

SPECIAL  MESSAGES. 

January  18  and  20.  Thanking  the  Council  and  Assembly 
respectively  for  their  addresses. 

January  26.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  follow- 
ing commtmication  to  the  Assembly : 

"  In  the  month  of  August  last,  Governor  Penn  made  an 
overture  to  me  for  settling  the  boundary  line  between  this 
Province  and  Pennsylvania.  He  very  justly  observed  that 
as  the  settlements  under  both  governments  were  daily  ap- 
proaching the  line,  it  was  of  great  importance  to  have  the 
boundary  marked  without  delay.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  sufficient  at 
thia  time  to  find  the  beginning  of  the  43rd  degree  of  lati- 
tude upon  the  Delaware  and  Susqaehannah  rivers;  to  mark 
those  points,  and  so  much  of  the  boundary  line  as  lies  be- 
tween them.  They  advised  me  to  appoint  Samuel  Holland, 
Esquire,  to  perform  the  work  on  the  part  of  this  Province 
in  conjunction  with  the  persons  whom  Governor  Penn 
should  appoint  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Holland  and  Mr.  Bittenhouse  went  upon  this  work  in 
November  last,  and  fixed  the  latitude  on  Delaware  river. 
They  met  with  unexpected  fatigue  and  danger  from  the 
severity  of  the  weather  which  made  it  impossible  for  them 
to  proceed  any  farther.  I  send  you  Mr.  Holland's  account; 
he  has  advuiced  a  considerable  part  of  the  amount,  and  I 
reconunend  to  you,  gentlemen,  now  to  make  provision  for 
the  payment  of  this  service  which  I  have  reason  to  think 
has  been  accurately  performed.* 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN." 

SThe  saUries  act,  chap.  169S,  passed  April  I,  made  an  appropriation  to 
Mr.  Holland  for  service*  in  fixing  tlie  forty-third  degree  of  latitude  upon  tha 
Delaware  River  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Rittenhouae,  the  surveyor  on  tlM 
part  of  Pennsylvania. 
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January  27.  Transndtting  to  the  Assembly  a  petition 
presented  by  JoBhua  Boot  and  Abijah  Rood,  of  Albany,  for 
compensation  for  services  rendered  in  assisting  an  officer 
in  executing  a  warrant  issued  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court.* 

February  7.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  follow- 
ing communication  to  the  Assembly: 

"  The  settlements  in  the  northeastern  part  of  this  Prov- 
ince have  within  a  few  years  advanced  with  that  rapidity 
as  affords  the  strongest  prospect  of  their  soon  becoming 
in  a  commercial  view  highly  beneficial  to  the  colony.  The 
produce  of  that  country  has  already  appeared  at  oar  mar- 
kets; and  from  the  great  fertility  of  the  soil  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  large  and  plentiful  supplies  from  thence  when- 
ever a  safe  and  easy  communication  shall  be  opened  to  Al- 
bany by  the  great  roads  from  Connecticut  river.  The  cir- 
cuit courts  are  as  necessary  in  the  most  remote  county  as 
in  the  nearest;  otherwise  the  laws  cannot  be  duly  executed; 
and  the  subject  will  in  many  instances  be  deprived  of  the 
aid  and  protection  he  is  entitled  to.  The  judges  cannot  go 
into  those  distant  counties  with  tolerable  ease  and  safety 
unless  the  roads  are  made.  This  is  an  object  not  to  be  at- 
tained without  the  aid  of  the  legislature,  the  inhabitants, 
under  their  present  circumstances,  being  unable  to  support 
the  expense;  and  as  the  advantages  which  the  public  will 
derive  from  it  are  apparent,  and  evince  the  propriety  of  the 
measure,  I  persuade  myself  you  will  think  it  deserving  of 
your  serious  attention." 

CADWALLABER  GOLDEN." 

4  The  salaries  act,  chap.  16BS,  provided  compenabtion  for  the  service  rendered 
by  Joshua  Root  and  Abijah  Rood  ab  stated  in  the  massage. 

B  March  22d,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  te^olutiom  postponing  ftction  on  this 
matter  until  the  nest  session. 
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February  9.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  follow- 
ing communication  to  the  Assembly : 

"  Soon  after  the  cloee  of  your  last  sessions,  his  Excel- 
lency Governor  Tyron  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
Counsel  appointed  James  Jaoncey,  Jnn.  Esq.  to  the  office 
of  master  of  the  rolls  of  the  court  of  chancery  for  this  Prov- 
ince. This  office  has  long  been  thought  necessary,  for,  from 
the  great  increase  of  business  in  the  court  of  diancery,  and 
the  many  other  duties  of  the  Governor,  delays  and  incon- 
veniences could  not  otherwise  be  avoided.  The  diligence 
and  ability  of  the  gentleman  appointed  by  Governor  Tyron 
has  already  evinced  the  great  utility  of  the  master  of  the 
rolls,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  yon  will  cheerfully  provide 
such  a  support,  to  conamence  from  the  date  of  his  commis- 
sion, as  shall  be  adequate  to  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
the  office.** 

CADWALLADEE  COLDEN." 

February  15.  Presenting  accounts  for  repairs  at  Fort 
George  and  tlie  battery  in  New  York.' 

March  13.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  sent  the  following 
communication  to  the  Assembly : 

"  The  very  insufficient  state  of  the  public  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  province  is  obvious.  The  records  and 
papers,  which  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  whole 
province,  are,  from  the  ruinous  state  of  the  house,  daily 
exposed  to  the  worst  effects  of  the  weather. 

You  will  fbid  this  business  requires  your  immediate 
attention;  and  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  your  consid- 
eration.* 

CADWALLADER  GOLDEN." 

ATh«  Mlariea  act,  cb&p.  1699,  fixed  the  eompentatloa  of  the  master  of  tlw 
roUa  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum. 

T  An  appropriation  for  the  repairs  at  Fort  George  and  on  the  battery  was 
made  by  the  salaries  act,  chap.  IG90. 

STbe  salaries  act,  cbap.  1699,  appropriated  forty  pounds  for  repaira  on  the 
■ecretary's  office. 
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March  23.  The  Lieatenant-Govemor  sent  the  following 
oommimication  to  the  Assembly: 

"  You  will  see  with  just  indignation  from  the  papers  I 
have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  yon,  the  dangerous  state  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  which  has  lately  arisen  in  Cumber- 
land county,  as  well  as  the  little  respect  which  has  been 
paid  to  the  provisions  of  the  legislature  at  their  last  ses- 
sions for  suppressing  the  disorders  which  have  for  some 
time  greatly  disturbed  the  northeastern  districts  of  the 
county  of  Albany  and  part  of  the  county  of  Charlotte. 

You  are  called  upon,  gentlemen,  by  every  motive  of  duty, 
prudence,  policy  and  humanity  to  assist  me  in  applying  the 
remedy  proper  for  a  case  so  dangerous  and  alarming. 

The  negligence  of  government  will  ever  produce  a  eon- 
tempt  of  authority;  and  by  fostering  a  spirit  of  diso- 
bedience, compel,  in  the  sequel,  to  greater  severity.  It 
will  therefore  be  found  to  be  not  only  true  benevolence,  but 
also  real  frugality,  to  resist  those  enormities  at  their  com- 
mencement. And  I  am  persuaded,  from  your  known  re- 
gard to  the  dignity  of  government,  and  your  humanity  to 
the  distressed,  that  you  will  readily  strengthen  the  hands 
of  civil  authority  and  enable  me  to  extend  the  succour  and 
support  which  are  necessary  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  his  Majesty's  suffering  and  obedient  subjects,  the  vindi- 
cation of  the  honor  and  the  promotion  of  the  peace  and 
felicity  of  the  colony.® 

CADWALLADEB  COLDEN." 

March  28.  Transmitting  accounts  presented  by  Mr.  Col- 
lins for  services  in  surveying  the  Quebec  line." 

»0n  the  3d  of  April,  the  Assembly  adopted  a  resolution  anthoruiiig  the 
Lieutenant-Govemor  to  expend  one  thousand  pounds  "  to  enable  and  MsUt 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  to  reinstate  and  maintain  the 
due  administration  of  justice,  and  for  the  auppression  of  riots  in  said  coonty." 

io  An  appropriation  of  eighty-flv*  pounds  was  made  to  Mr.  Collins  by  the 
salaries  act,  chap.  1699. 
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April  3.  The  Assranbly  adjourned  to  the  3d  of  May,  but 
it  never  met  again.  It  was  continued  by  numerous  ad- 
joummente  and  prorogations  until  the  17th  of  April,  1776, 
when  it  was  dissolved  because  of  a  failure  to  prorogue  it 
to  another  day.  It  had  already  continued  in  existence  be- 
yond the  seven  years  limited  by  statute. 

THE  ASSEMBLY  DEMANDS  HOME  ETTLE. 

Governor  Tryon  left  New  York  on  the  7th  of  April,  177^ 
to  confer  with  the  authorities  in  England  relative  to  the 
controversy  over  that  part  of  New  York  which  was  subse- 
quently included  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  He  was  absent 
until  the  25th  of  June,  1775.  In  the  meantime,  mudi  his- 
tory had  been  made,  and  the  differences  between  the  hMue 
government  and  the  colonies,  and  resistance  by  the  latter 
to  encroachments  on  their  liberties  and  privileges,  had 
culminated  in  conditions  which  made  war  inevitable,  and 
when  Governor  Tryon  returned  to  New  York  on  the  25th 
of  June,  1775,  the  great  conflict  had  been  precipitated  by 
the  battle  of  Lexington  on  the  19th  of  April,  which  was  fol- 
lowed, on  the  17th  of  June,  by  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
thus  making  reconciliation  practically  impossible.  Gov- 
ernor Tryon  found  the  colonies  in  a  state  of  war  with  tiie 
mother  country.  The  Colony  over  which  he  was  Governor 
had  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  preliminary  move- 
ments, and  he  was  soon  to  find  his  executive  authority  not 
only  limited  territorially  to  a  small  portion  of  the  colony, 
but  practically  suspended  by  the  declaration  of  martial  law. 
Already  the  legislature  had  ceased  to  meet,  though  con- 
tinuing a  paper  existence  by  ezecative  prodamation  for 
nearly  a  year. 

In  May,  1774,  not  long  after  Governor  Tryon's  depar- 
ture, a  committee  of  Fifty-One  was  organized  in  New  York 
to  consider  measures  relative  to  the  pending  situation,  and 
correspond  with  other  Colonies  "on  all  matters  of  mo- 
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ment."  This  CMninittee  corresponded  with  several  colo- 
nies, and  recommended  a  general  Congress  to  take  action 
for  the  security  of  the  common  rights  of  the  colonies.  .  On 
the  28th  of  July,  the  people  of  New  York  elected  delegates 
to  a  general  congress,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
5th  of  September,  and  which  took  the  desired  action  for  a 
union  of  the  colonies.  The  Committee  of  Fifty-one,  having 
accomplished  the  purpose  of  its  creation,  was  dissolved  in 
November,  1774. 

The  events  of  this  year  might  well  cause  Lieatenant- 
Govemor  Colden  to  express  alarm  as  in  his  opening  speech 
to  the  Legislature  in  January,  1775,  he  reviewed  the  con- 
ditions which  confronted  the  colonies,  and  he  quite  natur- 
ally appealed  to  the  Assembly  to  take  such  measures  as 
might  be  needed  to  preserve  order  and  maintain  the  good 
name  of  the  colony.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Assranbly  were  loyal  to  the  home  government,  and  opposed 
to  active  resistance  to  measures  and  policies  which  the 
British  King  and  Parliament  sought  to  impose  on  the 
colony. 

The  attitude  of  the  Assembly  was  manifest  from  an  ad- 
dress presented  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  on  the  20th 
of  January,  1775,  in  which  the  Assembly  said : 

"Affected  with  the  deepest  concern  by  the  distressed 
state  of  the  colonies,  and  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the 
fatal  consequences  attending  the  unhappy  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  his  Majesty's  American  dominions,  ve 
feel  the  most  afflicting  anxiety  at  this  alarming  crisis. 
Fully  convinced  that  the  happiness  of  our  constituents  de- 
pends greatly  on  the  wisdom  of  our  present  measures,  we 
shall  exercise  the  important  trust  they  have  reposed  in  us 
with  firmness  and  fidelity;  and  with  calmness  and  delibera- 
tion pursue  the  most  probable  means  to  obtain  a  redress  of 
our  grievances;  and  it  aflfords  us  the  highest  satisfaction 
to  hear  from  your  Honor  that  our  most  gracious  sovereign 
will  be  attentive  to  the  complaints  of  his  American  subjects, 
and  ready  with  paternal  tenderness  to  grant  ns  relief. 
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Auzions  for  the  interest  and  happiness  of  our  country,  and 
earnestly  solicitous  for  the  re-establishment  of  harmony 
with  Great  Britain,  we  shall  discoimtenance  every  measure 
which  may  tend  to  increase  our  distress,  and  by  our  con- 
duet  show  ourselves  truly  desirous  of  a  cordial  and  per- 
manent reconciliation  with  our  parent  kingdom." 

The  same  day  the  Lieutenant-Qovernor  replying  to  this 
address  said : 

*'  The  affliction  you  escpreas  at  the  unhappy  contest  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  his  Majesty's  American  domin- 
ions, yonr  virtuous  resolution  to  discharge  your  important 
trust  with  firnmess  and  deliberation  —  your  solicitude  for  a 
re-establishment  of  that  harmony  with  our  parent  state, 
which  can  alone  diffuse  happiness  and  security  to  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  empire, —  and  your  assurance  that  you 
will  discountenance  every  measure  which  may  increase  our 
distress,  while  they  hold  you  up  as  guardians  on  whose 
wisdom  and  integrity  your  constituents  may  rely  with  well 
grounded  confidence,  cannot  fail  of  giving  me  the  most  sin- 
cere satisfaction,  and  of  recommending  you  to  general 
approbation." 

The  Assembly  contained  a  strong  minority  of  men  who 
sympathized  with  the  movement  for  active  resistance  to 
parliamentary  aggression,  and  who  did  not  hesitate  to  put 
the  Assembly  on  record  as  refusing  to  join  in  the  general 
movement  for  a  nnion  of  the  colonies.  These  men  included 
Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  of  Suffolk;  Philip  Livingston, 
Albany;  George  Clinton,  Ulster;  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Cortiandt;  Charles  De  Witt,  Ulster;  Philip  Livingston, 
Livingston  Manor;  Zebulon  Seaman,  Queens-,  Abraham 
Ten  Broeck,  Rensselaerwyek;  William  Nicoll,  Suffolk; 
Simon  Boemm,  Kings;  and  John  Thomas,  Westchester. 
Some  of  them  filled  a  large  place  in  the  early  history  of 
the  State. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  moved 
that  "this  house  take  into  consideration  the  proceedings 
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of  the  Continental  Congress  held  in  the  dty  of  Philadel- 
phia in  the  months  of  September  and  October  last."  This 
was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  ten  to  eleven. 

On  the  Slst  of  January,  the  Assembly  unanimonBly 
adopted  a  resolution,  oflfered  by  Philip  Livingston,  that  a 
day  be  appointed  to  take  the  State  of  the  Colony  into  con- 
sideration, to  enter  on  its  journals  such  resolutions  relating 
thereto  as  might  be  adopted,  "  and  in  consequence  of  such 
resolutions  to  prepare  a  humble,  firm,  dutiful  and  loyal 
petition  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign." 

On  motion  of  James  De  Lancey  a  similar  petition  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of 
Commons.  A  conunittee  was  accordingly  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  statement  of  the  grievances  of  the  Colony. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  the  Assembly,  by  a  vote  of  nine 
to  sixteen,  rejected  a  motion  by  Philip  Schuyler,  to  enter 
on  the  journals  of  the  Assembly  certain  correspondence 
with  other  colonies,  and  also  correspondence  with  Edmund 
Burke,  agent  of  New  York  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain. 

The  next  day  the  Assembly  rejected  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Woodhull  tendering  its  thanks  to  Philip  Livingston,  Isaac 
Low,  John  Jay,  John  Alsop,  James  Duane,  Simon  Boemm, 
William  Floyd,  and  Henry  Wisner,  "  for  their  faithful  and 
judicious  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony  at  the  Continental  Congress 
held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  months  of  Septonber  and 
October  last." 

On  the  2l8t  of  February,  a  motion  by  Philip  Livingston 
was  rejected,  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  to  the 
merchants  ' '  and  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  colony,  for 
their  repeated,  disinterested,  public  spirited,  and  patriotic 
conduct,  in  declining  the  importation,  or  receiving  of  gooda 
from  Great  Britain,  imd  for  their  firm  adherence  to  the 
association  entered  into  and  recommended  by  the  Grand 
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Continental  Congress,  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  months 
of  September  and  October  last." 

On  the  23d  of  Pehmary,  the  Assembly  rejected  a  motion 
by  Mr.  Thomas  "  that  the  sense  of  this  House  be  taken,  on 
the  necessity  of  appointing  delegates  for  this  Colony,  to 
meet  the  delegates  for  the  other  Colonies  on  this  Continent, 
in  General  Congress  on  the  10th  of  May  next." 

WhUe  the  Assembly  was  nnwilling  to  commit  itself  to 
various  proposed  steps  in  the  movement  for  organized  re- 
sistance, there  was  no  denial  of  the  existence  of  actual 
grievances,  and  these  were  set  forth  in  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  on  the  8th  of  March,  declaring: 

"  That  the  people  of  this  colony  owe  the  same  faith  and 
allegiance  to  his  most  gracious  Majesty  King  George  the 
third  that  are  due  to  him  from  his  subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

That  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  colony  owe  obedience 
to  all  acts  of  parliament  calculated  for  the  general  weal 
of  the  whole  empire,  and  the  due  regulation  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  thereof,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  essen- 
tial rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen,  to  which  they  are 
equally  entitled  with  their  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain. 

That  it  is  essential  to  freedom,  and  the  undoubted  right 
of  Englishmen,  that  no  taxes  be  imposed  on  them  but  with 
their  consent,  given  personally,  or  by  their  representatives 
in  general  assembly. 

That  the  acts  of  parliament  raising  a  revenue  in  America, 
espedally  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment and  administration  of  justice  in  the  colonies — extend- 
ing the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  beyond  their 
ancient  limits — authorizing  the  judges'  certificate  to  in- 
denmify  the  prosecutor  from  damages  he  would  otherwise 
be  liable  to,  giving  them  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  causes 
heretofore  cognizable  only  in  the  courts  of  common  law, 
and  by  that  means  depriving  the  American  subject  of  his 
trial  by  a  jury,  are  destructive  to  freedom,  and  subversive 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colonists. 

That  a  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  in  all  capital  cases, 
is  the  grand  security  of  freedom,  and  the  birthright  of 
Englislunen;  and  therefore,  that  the  seizing  any  person 
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or  persons  residing  in  this  colony  sospected  of  treasons, 
misprisons  of  treason,  or  any  other  offences,  and  sending 
sQcn  person  or  persons  out  of  the  same  to  be  tried,  is  dan- 
gerous to  the  lives  and  liberties  of  his  Majesty's  .American 
subjects." 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  vote  of  14  to  12. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Assan- 
bly  a  letter  from  ' '  William  Bollan,  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Arthur  Lee,  Esqrs.,  agents  for  some  of  the  North 
American  colonies,  dated  London,  Dec.  24,  1774,  directed 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony, 
acquainting  him  that  they  had  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Continental  Congress  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  who  had  laid  it 
before  his  Majesty." 

Some  account  has  already  been  given  of  the  petitions 
presented  by  the  Assembly  to  the  King  and  Parliament  in 
1764,  1765  and  1768,  all  of  which  related  to  encroaohments 
on  colonial  rights,  wludi  the  colonists  feared  were  being 
made  by  recent  acts  of  Parliament,  particularly  the  stamp 
act,  the  admiralty  acts,  various  acts  imposing  duties  on 
colonial  trade,  and  the  policy  of  taxing  the  Colonies  with- 
out their  consult. 

The  last  Colonial  Assembly  near  the  dose  of  its  last 
session,  again  sought  by  petition  to  procure  an  adjustment 
of  differences  between  the  colonies  and  the  home  govern- 
ment, and  avert  a  serious  struggle  which  then  seemed  rap- 
idly approaching.  A  large  minority  of  the  Assembly 
favored  direct  opposition  to  the  plans  of  the  home  govern- 
ment, or  at  least  a  union  with  other  colonies  in  an  effort 
to  resist  the  enforcement  of  the  policies  which  seined  so 
destructive  of  colonial  interests.  But  the  majority  still  hcqwd 
for  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  controversy,  and  appar- 
ently believed  that  such  a  settlement  might  be  accomplished 
by  a  strong  presentation  of  colonial  grievances.  The 
minority  believed  that  the  time  for  an  amicable  settlement 
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bad  passed,  and  that  resistance  had  become  the  only  course 
left.  The  minority,  therefore,  opposed  the  adoption  and 
presentation  of  the  petitions.  The  petitions  to  the  King 
and  Parliament  were  agreed  to  on  the  25th  of  Mardi,  1775. 

The  petition  to  the  King,  after  formal  introduction,  set 
forth  the  following  grievances : 

"  Voacbsafe  then  most  gracious  Sovereign,  to  attend  to 
the  prayer  of  your  faitlrful  subjects,  and  while  we  are 
pleading  our  own  cause,  and  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
humanity,  deign  to  consider  us  as  advocates  for  our  sister 
colonies  also. 

The  present  unhappy  and  unnatural  disputes  between  the 
parent  state  and  your  Majesty's  American  domimons,  give 
US  the  deepest  and  most  unfeigned  concern.  We  lament  it 
as  one  of  the  greatest  misfortunes  that  the  happy  and 
peaceful  harmony,  which  has  hitherto  subsisted  between  us, 
should  now  by  any  means  be  interrupted;  and  'tis  the  earn- 
est, and  first  wish  of  onr  hearts,  that  it  may  be  speedily 
restored,  and  placed  upon  so  permanent  a  basis,  as  that 
neither  time  or  accidents  may  be  ever  able  to  disturb  it. 

"We  acknowledge,  with  the  warmest  gratitude,  the  favor 
and  protection  of  our  mother  country;  which  flowing  from 
policy,  dictated  by  wisdom  and  humanity,  hath  enabled  us 
to  beicome  so  important  a  part  of  the  British  empire;  and 
we  beseech  your  Majesty  to  believe  us,  when  we  assure  yon, 
that  we  still  retain  the  duty  and  affection  of  children — 
that  we  love  and  reverence  our  venerable  parent,  and  that 
no  calamity  would  be  so  truly  affiicting  to  us  as  a  separation 
from  ber.  We  acknowledge  there  are  appearances  whidi 
may  be  construed  to  our  disadvantage,  and  tiiat  several  of 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  colonies  are  by  no  means 
justifiable ;  yet  while  we  disapprove  and  condemn  them,  we 
entreat  you,  as  the  indulgent  father  of  your  people,  to  view 
them  in  the  most  favorable  light,  and  to  consider  them  as 
the  honest  though  disorderly  struggles  of  liberty,  not  the 
licentious  efforts  of  independence. 

Your  Majesty's  American  subjects  have  hitherto  been  in 
a  state  of  infancy,  and  till  lately  have  submitted  implicitly, 
and  without  repining  to  the  authority  of  the  parent  state; 
they  have  now  reached  the  period  of  matority,  and  think 
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themselves  entitled  to  their  birthright,  an  equal  partidpa* 
tion  of  freed(»n  with  their  fellow  subjects  in  Britain.  It  is 
with  this  view  we  now  address  your  Majesty.  We  mean 
not  to  become  independent  of  the  British  Parliament;  on 
the  contrary,  we  cheerfully  acknowledge  our  subordination 
to  it,  as  the  grand  legislature  of  the  empire ;  we  wish  only 
to  enjoy  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  to  have  that  share 
of  liberty,  and  those  privilegea  secured  to  us  which  we  are 
entitled  to  upon  the  principles  of  our  free  and  happy 
constitution. 

Your  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  colony  think  it  essential 
to  freedom,  and  the  undoubted  right  of  Englishmen,  that 
no  tases  should  be  imposed  on  them  without  their  consent 
given  personally,  or  by  their  representatives.  This  right 
we  do  not  at  present  enjoy,  inasmuch  as  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, in  which  we  have  no  representation,  have  claimed 
and  exerdsed  a  right  of  making  laws  binding  upon  us  in 
ail  cases  whatsoever.  This  claim,  and  this  exercise  of  un- 
limited power  by  the  Parliament,  we  esteem  a  grievance  of 
the  most  dangerous  nature,  aud  directly  tending  to  the  sub- 
version of  our  constitutional  liberties.  We  are  willing  to 
the  utmost  of  our  abilities  to  contribute  our  proportion  to 
the  supprt  of  government;  but  we  would  do  it  in  a  constitu- 
tional manner,  by  the  interposition  of  the  Colony  Legis- 
lature. 

We  likewise  beg  leave  to  declare  to  jour  Majesty  that 
we  consider  the  aots  of  Parliament  raising  a  revenue  in 
America,  but  more  especially  those  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  civil  government,  and  the  administration  of  justice 
in  the  colonies,  and  extending  the  courts  of  admiralty  be- 
yond their  ancient  limits,  giving  them  a  concurrent  juris- 
diction, in  causes  heretofore  cognizable  only  in  the  courts 
of  common  law,  and  by  that  means  depriving  the  American 
subject  of  a  trial  by  jury,  as  grievous  and  destructive  of 
our  rights  and  privileges. 

That  the  act  of  Parliament  authorizing  the  apprehension 
of  persons  resident  in  the  colonies,  on  suspicion  of  certain 
offences,  and  sending  them  out  of  the  same  to  be  tried,  is 
dangerous  to  the  lives  and  liberties  of  your  Majesty's 
American  subjects,  as  it  deprives  them  of  a  trial  by  a  jury 
of  the  vicinage,  which  in  all  cases  is  the  grand  security  and 
birthright  of  Englishmen. 
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That  we  hnmbly  conceive,  the  act  requiring  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  colony  to  provide  for  the  services  therein  men- 
tioned, and  the  other  for  suspending  the  legislative  power 
thereof,  till  such  requisition  should  be  complied  with,  were 
unconstitutional,  and  tended  to  destroy  that  confidence 
which  we  had  always  reposed  in  the  mother  country. 

That  the  imposition  of  duties  upon  articles  of  commerce 
imported  from  Great  Britain  is  oppressive  and  impolitic, 
as  it  gives  the  greatest  encouragement  to  illicit  trade,  and 
appears  as  a  prohibition  on  our  commerce  with  the  mother 
country,  which,  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both,  we  con- 
ceive ought  to  be  free  and  unrestrained. 

That  the  act  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  your  Maj- 
esty's reign,  imposing  duties  upon  certain  articles  imported 
into  the  province  of  Quebec  (the  limits  whereof,  by  an  act 
of  the  same  year,  are  so  extended  as  to  comprehend  all  the 
Indian  country,  from  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  Biver)  and  restricting  the  importation  of  those  dutied 
articles  to  the  port  of  St.  John's,  on  the  river  Sorel,  ia 
injurious  to  this  colony,  as  it  almost  entirely  destroys  our 
important  Indian  trade;  that  port  being  so  very  remote 
from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  that  the  conveyance  of 
goods  thither,  for  the  prosecution  of  that  tra£Gc  must  un- 
avoidably be  attended  with  so  enormous  an  expense,  as 
well  nigh  amounts  to  a  total  prohibition; — the  unmerited 
discrimination  made  by  the  first  above  mentioned  act  in 
favor  of  the  sugar  colonies,  by  subjecting  the  continental 
colonies  to  a  larger  duty  on  particular  articles  is  so  detri- 
mental to  the  interest  of  this  colony,  that  we  cannot  avoid 
complaining  of  it  to  your  Majesty  as  a  grievance. 

"We  likewise  think,  the  act  prohibiting  the  legislature  of 
this  colony  from  passuig  any  law  for  the  emission  of  paper 
currency  to  be  a  legal  tender  therein,  is  disadvantageous 
to  the  growth  and  coounerce  thereof;  an  abridgment 
of  your  Majesty's  prerogative  (in  the  preservation  of 
which  we  are  deeply  interested)  and  a  violation  of  our  leg- 
islative rights;  and  may  hereafter  disable  your  Majesty's 
subjects,  upon  proper  requisition,  and  upon  certain  emer- 
gencies, from  granting  such  aids  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  general  safety  of  the  empire. 

The  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  government  of  Qnebee 
we  must  beg  leave  to  mention  also  to  your  Majesty,  as  the 
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extension  of  that  ProTince  and  the  indulgence  granted  to  it 
by  Boman  Catholics,  have  given  great  uneasiness  to  the 
minds  of  many  of  yonr  Majeety's  American  subjects. 

The  late  acts  for  shotting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  and 
altering  the  charter  of  the  Miassachusetts  Bay,  we  presume 
not  to  mention  to  your  Majesty,  without  first  assuring  you 
that  we,  in  many  instances,  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of 
that  Province,  and  beseeching  your  gracions  interposition 
in  their  favor ;  we  cannot  however  help  observing  that  those 
acts  to  establish  a  dangerous  precedent,  by  inflicting  pun- 
ishment without  the  formality  of  a  trial. 

With  the  highest  satisfaction,  most  gracious  Sovereign, 
we  reflect  on  your  royal  declaration  from  the  throne  at  your 
happy  accession,  that  it  was  essential  to  the  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  one  of  the  best  securities  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  your  subjects,  that  your  judges 
should  hold  their  commissions  during  good  behavior;  per- 
mit us  then  to  pray  that  you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
remove  the  distinction  between  your  subjects  in  England 
and  those  in  America,  by  commissioning  yonr  judges  here 
to  hold  their  office  on  the  same  tennre ;  in  which  case  we  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  stand  ready  to  give 
them  sudi  adequate  and  permanent  salaries  as  will  render 
them  Independent  of  the  people. 

We  have  now,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  stated  our  griev- 
ances to  yonr  Majesty;  we  have  done  it,  we  trust,  with  all 
the  respect  due  to  the  best  of  Kings,  and  with  that  decent 
freedom  becoming  the  representatives  of  a  faithful,  an- 
cient and  loyal  colony;  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
but  that  by  yonr  merciful  mediation  and  interposition,  we 
shall  obtain  the  desired  redress,  and  have  such  a  system  of 
government  confirmed  to  ne  by  your  Majesty,  and  your  two 
houses  of  Parliament,  as  will  sufficiently  ascertain  and 
limit  the  authority  claimed  by  the  British  legislature  over 
this  colony,  and  secure  to  us  those  just  and  invaluable 
rights  and  privileges  which  all  your  Majesty's  subjects  are 
entitled  to.  This,  most  graeiouB  Sovereign,  is  the  sum  of 
our  wishes,  and  the  end  of  our  desires;  and  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  are  convinced  this  will  be  the 
only  effectual  method  of  quieting  the  minds  of  your  Maj- 
esty's faithful  American  subjects,  and  of  restoring  that 
harmony  and  cordial  union  between  the  mother  country  and 
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ne,  which  is  so  essential  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
both.  We  beseedi  ^onr  Majesty  to  believe,  that  our  earnest 
prayer  to  Heaven  is,  that  your  Majesty  may  continue  long 
and  happy  the  beloved  Monarch  of  a  brave,  a  free,  a  virtu- 
ous and  united  people;  and  that  your  children  after  yoa 
may  continue  to  fill  the  British  throne  to  the  latest  genera- 
tions." 

In  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  the  Ass^nbly  said 
the  colonies  were  not  in  "  contemplation  when  the  forms  of 
the  British  constitution  were  established;  it  followed, 
therefore,  from  its  principles,  when  colonization  took  place, 
that  the  colonists  carried  with  them  all  the  rights  they 
were  entitled  to  in  the  country  from  which  they  emigrated ; 
but  as  from  their  local  circumstances,  they  were  precluded 
from  sharing  in  the  representation  in  that  Legislature  in 
which  they  had  been  represented,  they  of  right  claimed  and 
enjoyed  a  Legislature  of  their  own,  always  acknowledging 
the  King,  or  his  representative,  as  one  branch  thereof; 
this  right  they  have  pointedly,  repeatedly  and  zealously 
asserted,  as  what  only  could  afford  them  that  security 
which  their  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain  enjoy,  under  a 
constitution,  at  once  the  envy  and  admiration  of  surround- 
ing nations;  because  no  money  can  be  raised  upon  the  sub- 
ject in  Great  Britain,  nor  any  law  made  that  is  binding  on 
him,  without  the  concurrence  of  those  who  have  been 
elected  by  the  people  to  represent  them." 

The  petition  reiterated  the  opinion  frequently  expressed 
in  resolutions  and  petitions,  that  the  people  of  the  Colonies 
were  entitled  to  "equal  rights  and  privileges  with  their 
fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain.  That  upon  these  prin- 
ciples it  J8  a  grievance  of  a  most  alarming  nature,  that  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  should  claim  a  right  to  enact 
laws  binding  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever." 

Absolute  and  uncontrollable  power  in  any  man,  or  body 
of  men,  necessarily  implies  absolute  slavery  in  those  who 
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are  eabject  to  it,  even  shonld  such  a  power  not  be  carried 
into  execution;  yet  Jet  it  be  remembered,  that  the  liberties 
of  an  Englishman  are  his  rights ;  and  that  freedom  consists 
not  in  a  mere  exemption  from  oppression,  but  in  a  right 
to  such  exemption,  founded  on  law  and  the  principles  of 
the  constitution. 

The  petition,  with  some  variations  in  form,  reviewed  and 
repeated  the  grievances  stated  in  detail  in  the  petition  to 
the  King. 

In  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Assembly 
expressed  * '  an  ardent  deside  to  promote  a  cordial  reconcilia- 
tion with  the  parent  state,  which  can  be  rendered  permanent 
and  solid  only  by  ascertaining  the  line  of  parliamentary 
authority  and  American  freedom,  on  just,  equitable  and 
constitutional  grounds." 

"An  exemption  from  internal  taxation,  and  the  exdusive 
right  of  providing  for  the  support  of  our  own  civil  gov- 
ernment, and  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  colony, 
we  esteem  our  imdonbted  and  nnalienable  rights  as  Eng- 
lishmen; but  while  we  claim  tiiese  essential  rights,  it  is 
with  equal  pleasure  and  truth  we  can  declare,  that  we  ever 
have  been  and  ever  will  be  ready  to  bear  our  full  propor- 
tion of  aids  to  the  crown  for  the  public  service,  and  to  make 
provision  for  these  necessary  purposes,  in  as  ample  and 
adequate  a  manner  as  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  will 
admit." 

After  reviewing  several  grievances,  the  petitioners  de- 
clared that  in  claiming  these  essential  rights  they  did  not 
"  entertain  the  most  distant  desire  of  independence  of  the 
parent  kingdom;  we  acknowledge  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  necessarily  entitled  to  a  supreme  direction  aud 
government  over  the  whole  ranpire,  for  a  wise,  powerful 
and  lasting  preservation  of  the  great  bond  of  onion  and 
safety  among  all  the  branches ;  their  anthority  to  regulate 
the  trade  of  the  colonies,  so  as  to  make  it  subservient  to 
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the  intereBt  of  the  mother  country,  and  to  prevent  its  being 
injoriouB  to  the  other  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
has  ever  been  fully  recognized." 

"  "We  claim  but  a  restoration  of  those  rights  which  we 
enjoyed  by  general  consent,  before  the  close  of  the  last 
war;  we  desire  no  more  than  a  continuation  of  that  ancient 
government,  to  which  we  are  entitled  by  the  prindplea  of 
the  British  constitntion,  and  by  which  alone  can  be  secared 
to  ns  the  rights  of  Englishmen.  Attached  by  every  tie  of 
interest  and  regard  to  the  British  nation,  and  accustomed 
to  behold  with  reverence  and  respect,  its  excellent  form  of 
government,  we  harbor  not  an  idea  of  diminishing  the 
power  and  grandeur  of  the  mother  country,  or  lessening 
the  lustre  and  dignity  of  Parliament;  our  object  is  the 
happiness  which  we  are  convioced  can  only  arise  from  the 
Union  of  Both  Countries;  to  render  this  union  permanent 
and  solid,  we  esteem  it  the  undoubted  right  of  the  colonies 
to  participate  of  that  constitution,  whose  direct  end  and 
aim  is  the  liberty  of  the  subject;  folly  trusting  that  this 
honorable  house  will  listen  with  attention  to  our  complaints, 
and  redress  our  grievances,  by  adopting  such  measures  as 
shall  be  found  most  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  of 
the  whole  empire,  and  most  likely  to  restore  union  and 
harmony  among  aU  the  different  branches." 

On  the  31st  of  March,  three  days  before  adjournment, 
the  Assembly  took  its  final  action  on  this  subject,  at  which 
time  it  was  ordered : 

"  That  Mr.  Speaker  write  to  the  Speakers  of  &e  several 
Houses  of  Assembly  on  this  continent,  as  soon  after  the 
rise  of  this  bouse  as  conveniently  may  be,  and  transmit  to 
them  the  list  of  grievances  stated  by  this  house,  and  the 
resolutions  thereof,  in  consequence;  together  with  the  peti- 
tion to  the  King's  most  excellent  majesty,  the  memorial 
to  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  representa- 
tion and  rnnonstrance  to  the  Commons  of  Grreai  Britain, 
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